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PREFACE. 

T HE year of which we treat was fa abundant 
in military event, that if all other memorials 
of the fame nature were loft, it might afford no very 
knperfe# tranfcript of the art of modern war in alt 
its forms, whether by fea or by land. Though w.e 
are not aftonifhed by the appearance of fuch im- 
menfe armies as have fo often defolated the old 
world, nor by thofe aftions which have in a day de- 
cided the fate of nations and empires, we fee as vaft, 
though lefs concentrated, operations of war, conduced 
upon its moft fcientific principles. When taken in a 
general view, the combination of its detached parts 
forms a great whole, whether confidered with refpeft 
to a£lion or confequence. We fee the war rage, near- 
ly at the fame time* in the countries on both tides of the 
North River, on the Chefapeak, in South Carolina, 
the Floridas, North Carolina, Virginia, the Weft Indies, 
the American and Weft Indian feas. Through this 
arrangement, in part fortuitous and in part the effe£I 
of defign, we are prefented with a number of the beft- 
condufted and fevereft actions recorded in hiftory. We 
behold, in an unhappy contention between Englifhmen, 
the greateft exertions of military fkill, a valour which 
can never be exceeded, and all the perfeftion of difci- 
pline exhibited on the one fide, and oppofed on the 
other by an unconquerable refolution and perfeverance, 
infpired and fupported by the enthufiafm of liberty. 
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If the foldier finds abundant matter of entertainment 
and obfervation in the recital of thefe events, the 
ftatefman and philofopher -will not find lefs room fox' 
ferious contemplation in the caufes and confequences 
of the contention. They have led to the eftablifhment 
of a new epocha in the hiftory of mankind ; they have 
^pened the way to new fyftems of policy '; and to nevr 
arrangements of power and of commerce. To the 
whole Britilh nation, however difperfed in the old or 
in the new world, every part of the hiftory of this con- 
tention, in all its circumftances and confequences, muft 
at all times be in the higheft degree interefting. 

It would be trelpaffing too far on the indulgence of 
the public, to trouble them with any detail of the un- 
avoidable and unfortunate interruptions which have 
occafioned the delay of our prefent publication. We 
confole ourfelves in the hope, that thdfe caufes will not 
appear in any degree to have operated with refpeft to 
the attention which we have paid to a faithful dis- 
charge of our duty in the condu£t of the Hiftory. The 
happy return of the public tranquillity will, by leflening 
our labours, enable us to recover our former ftation in 
point of publication. 
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CHAP. I. 

Retrq/pe&ive view of affairs in Europe in the year 1780, Admiral Geary 
appointed to the command of the channel fleet on the death of Sir Charles 
Hardy . Eqft and JVeJi India convoy taken by the combined fleets, and 
carried into •Cadiz. Lofs fujlavntd by the Quebec fleet. Admiral Geary 
reflgns, and isfuccceeded by Admiral Darby. M. de Guichen arrives at 
Cadiz , and the French fleets return to France. Great gallantry dijplayed 
in various engagements between Biitijh and French frigates. Seige of 
Gibraltar. Spanijh flre/hips defray td. Succefs of General Elliot in de- 
Jbvying the enemy's works. Queen of Portugal refifes to accede to the 
armed neutrality. Germany. Election of the Archduke Maximilian to 
the coadjutorjhip of Cologne and Munjler, oppofed in vam by the King of 
PruJJia. Correspondence between the King and the Elector of Cologne on 
the fulf eel. Meeting of the Emperor and the Emprefs of Raffia, at Mo- 
hilorw in Poland. Proceed together to Peterjburgh. King of Sweden 
vijits Holland. Death of the Emprefs- Queen, and fame account of that 
great princefs. Queftion, by torture, abolijhed for ever by the rrench 
king. Great reform of his houfehold . Loans negociatcd by the court of 
Madrid. Public and private contributions to relieve the exigencies of the 
fate. Humanity of the Bi/hop of Lugo. Duke of Modena abvUfltes 
the Inquijition in his dominions. 

T HE death of Sir Charles tywithrelpe& to a proper comman* 
Hardy, about the middle of der,who would undertaketheimpor- 
May 1 780, occafionedfome difficult tant charge of the channel fleet, as * 
Vol. XXIV. [^] th* 
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the difcontents which had fo long 
prevailed in the navy, kept feveral 
of our bell officers from the fervice. 
To remove this difficulty. Admi- 
ral Geary, an experienced officer, 
but who, like his predeceflor, had 
for many years retired from a&ual 
fervice, was prevailed on to aban- 
don his retreat, and to enter a- 
new into the a&ive duties of his 
profeffion. 

He failed from Spithead pretty 
early in June, with 23 fail of the 
line, feveral of which were capital 
(hips, and was joined during his 
cruize by five or fix more. In the 
mean time, the French fleet fropi 
Br?ft had, according to a cultom 
now becoming annual, formed a 
junction with the Spaniards at Ca- 
diz; by which the allied nations 
acquired fuch a fuperiority, at 
leaft in point of number (though 
with refpeCt to real force and con- 
dition it might perhaps have ad- 
mitted of fome doubt), as afforded 
them the apparent dominion of the 
European Teas. 

Admiral Geary had the fortune, 
in the beginnisg of July, to fall 
in with a rich convoy from Port 
au Prince, of which he took twelve 
merchantmen ; but a thick and 
fuulen fog checked his fuccefs, 
and along with the nearnefs and 
danger of the enemy’s coaft, af- 
forded an opportunity to the reft, 
as well as to the (hips of war by 
whom they were guarded, to make 
their efcape. It happened unfor- 
tunately, that the fatisfaCiion af- 
forded by this fmall fuccefs was 
Toon overwhelmed and loft, in the 
contemplation of one of the hea- 
vioft blows that ever had been fuf- 
tained by the Britifti commerce. 

But before this event took place, 
the naval commanders having re- 
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ceived intelligence, that a detach- 
ed fquadron of French and Spanilh 
{hips of war, under the condu6t of 
M. <Je Beauifet, were cruizing on 
the coatts of Spain and Portugal, 
the fquadron proceeded to the 
fputhward, at leaft to the height 
of Cape Finifterre, in the hope of 
intercepting the enemy. 

In the mean time, a rich and 
confiderable convoy for the Eafl: 
and Weft Indies, under the con- 
duct of Capt. Moutray of the Ra- 
milies, and two or three frigates. 
Tailed from Portfmouth in the lat- 
ter end of July, and were inter- 
cepted, on the 9th of Auguft, by 
thu combined fleets, under Don 
Louis de Cordova. The convoy 
included, befides the merchant- 
men, eighteen victuallers, ftore- 
fhips, and tranfports, deftinod for 
the fervice in the Weft Indes ; one 
of thefe was of particular import- 
ance, being laden with tents, and 
camp equipage, for the troops de- 
figned for a&ive fervice in the 
Leeward Iflands. The five Eaft- 
Indiamen, likewife, befides arms, 
ammunition, and a train of artil- 
lery, conveyed a large quantity of 
naval ftores, for the fupply of the 
Britifh fquadron in that quarter. 
The five Eaft-India {hips, and 
above fifty Weft-Indiamen, in- 
cluding thofe upon government 
account, were taken. The Ra- 
mifies, with the frigates, and a 
few Weft-India fhips, had the for- 
tune to efcape. 

Such a prize had never before 
entered the harbour of Cadiz. An 
Englifh fleet of near fixty fhips, 
led captive by a Spanifh fquadron, 
was extremely flattering to a peo- 
ple, to whom naval captures, from 
fuch an enemy, were an unufual 
fneClacle. All their ancient lofl'es, 

all 
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all the infults which their coafts, 
and that city and port in particu- 
lar, had formerly endured, feemed 
now, at one ftroke, to be' done 
away. 

Ilie appearance of the nume- 
rous prifoners, confiding of all 
orders and denominations, and re- 
fembling. more the various inhabi- 
tants of a facked city, than the 
ordinary crews of a fleet, feemed 
to render even the triumph more 
complete, and made the fight Hill 
more fingular. They confided of 
i^jao feamen, including their pro- 
per officers; of 1255 foldiers, part 
in the fervice of the crown, and 
part in that of the Eaft-India com- 
pany; of 74 land officers; of 149 
women ; and of 1 3 7 paffengers, of 
both fexes, among whom were 
fome married and unmarried ladies 
of condition. The whole amount- 
ing to 2865 perfons. The value 
of the faleable commodities was 
great ; but the lofs of the military 
and naval fupplies, both to go- 
vernment and the Ead-India com- 
pany, was much more confidera- 
ble, as they could not be replaced 
in time: and it was rendered the 
more particularly unfortunate to 
the latter, by the then very criti- 
cal (though in Europe yet un- 
known) date of their affairs in the 
Eaft. 

About the fame time an account 
was received of the Id's of a great 
part of the valuable outward- bound 
Quebec fleet, which was intercept- 
ed off the banks-of Newfoundland, 
In the beginning of July, x by feme 
American privateers. Sonpe of 
thefe veflels were retaken ; but 
about fourteen rich (hips were 
carried entirely off. 

Thefe heavy Ioffes, which, in 
their nearer or more remote confe- 
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quences, affedled all orders of 
people, fpread a general gloom 
throughout the nation. That 
diffati$faction which had long pre- 
vailed among many, with refpe&' 
to the conduct and government of 
the navy, now became general, 
and was loudly vented in clamour 
and reproach. As the combined 
fleets were known to be at Cadiz, 
and their putting to fea anxioufly 
apprehended, it was afked, why 
the convoy was thrown into their 
mouths, by fending it fo clofe to 
the coaft of Spain? Or if there 
had been any necelfity for fending 
it that courfe (which was how- 
ever denied), why was it not better 
guarded? Why truft fo immenfe 
a property, and of fuch peculiar 
importance, to a Angle man-of-war 
and two frigates ? Could the weft- 
ern, or grand fleet, as it was called, 
have been better employed, than 
in guarding fo valuable a convoy 
till it was out of danger ? 

When to thefe queftions it was 
anfwered, that the catife of the 
convoy’s taking that courfe, was 
in order to accommodate the mer- 
chants, and the Eaft-India compa- 
ny, who wanted to take in wines 
at Madeira; it was, in the firlt 
place, replied, that it was by no 
means neceffary to fleer fo clofe to 
the continent of Europe, in order 
to touch at Madeira ; as there was 
not a force fufficient for the pro- 
teftion of the convoy, the courfe 
fhould have been varied, and tint- 
ed to the emergency and danger. 
But it was infifled, that the ao* 
commadation of the merchants, in 
fo very trifling a particular, was 
by no means to be admitted as a 
reafon for touching at all at Ma- 
deira, when fo great a prize was at 
flake, and its fafety thereby in any 

[J] 2 degree 
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degree hazarded. The merchants 
might have provided their wines 
in another manner. They were 
no politicians. The confideration 
of fiich matters, belonged proper* 
ly and folely to the m millers at 
large, and to the admiralty in 
particular. They poflclTed, or 
ought to poffcfs, fuperior political 
knowledge, and they had all the, 
means of information fully in 
their hands. It was their bufinefs 
and duty, in all fuch cafes, to 
cure the ignorance, or to correct 
the felfilhnefs, of. the merchants. 
Such were a few of the topics ufed 
at that time upon the fubjelt. 
a o Upon the return of the 
1780 * ^ eet t0 P°rtfinouth, Ad- 
1 ' miral Geary chole to re- 

fign the command. The former 
difficulty again recurred. It was 
offered to Admiral Barrington, 
who had been his fecond upon the 
late cruize, and of whofe abilities 
eve jy body was convinced. From 
whatever caufe or caufes it pro- 
ceeded, that thofe profeffional ho- 
nours and diftinlhons, which at 
all other times had been emuloufly 
fought after, and even gralped at 
with the utmoft avidity, were now 
avoided, fo it was, that that brave 
and excellent officer declined the 
command. He, however, offered 
his fervicCs, to affiit and fecond 
whoever (hould be appointed. In 
thele oircumftances, it was bellow- 
ed on Admiral Darby, who Hood 
next in rank to Mr. Barrington. 

The grand Beet failed again, , a 
little before the middle of Sep- 
tember, but was detained by con- 
trary 'Winds for fome time at Tor- 
bay. In the mean time (as we 
fhall hereafter more fully explain), 
the Count de Guichen, inftead of 
direlting his courfe from the Weft 
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Indies to .America, as had been 
expe&ed and intended, found his 
(hips fo fluttered , and his crews fo 
extremely flckly, that he judged it 
neCelTary, to proceed directly, with 
the great convoy under his charge, 
to Europe. It is probable, that 
his apprehenlion of falling in with 
the Britifh fleet, was the motive 
of his dire&ing his courle to Ca- 
diz, where he arrived towards the 
latter end of Oltober, with eighteen 
fail of the line, and feveral fri- 
gates. There he found M. de 
Eftaign, with a large fleet, in rea- 
dinefs to receive and conduit him 
and his convoy to the French 
ports. The French united fleet 
was now numerous; amounting 
to thirty-fix fail of the line, two 
fifties, and a cloud of frigates. 
Notwithftanding which, as the 
Britifli fleet under Admiral Darby 
was now known to be in the way,, 
the Spaniards condulted them al- 
moft as far as Cape Finifterre. It 
is indeed laid, that all the enemies 
fleets were in very bad condition ; 
and that thofe which had fcarcely 
gone out of fight of Cadiz during 
the campaign, had little more to 
boaft of in that refpelt, than the 
fliips which had gone through fo 
much hard fervice with Guichen 
in the Weft Indies. 

After being driven back intQ 
port, by a ftorm which threw them 
into »the greateft diforder, and 
which rendered their condition 
ftill worfe, the French took their 
final departure from Cadiz, on the 
7th of November. What would 
in other times and circumllances 
have been fatal, now produced no 
eftelt ; this was no lefs than their 
falling in, after the feparation of 
4he SpaniftL fleet, with Admiral 
Darby. Iwt his force amounted 

only 


Die . ed by Google 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [5 


only to twenty-two feil of the line, 
and two fifties. This great fupe- 
riority, as we could not be quite 
certain of the ill condition of the 
enemy, mu ft neceflarily have 
checked all well -governed adven- * 
ture. It has, however, been 
thought f and the opinion received 
a confiderable fanCtion, from what 
was held out by the firft lord of 
the admiralty upon the fubjeCt in 
parliament ) , that their condition, 
in every refpeCt confidered, en- 
cumbered and divided as they 
were by their convoy, an attack 
would, in all human probability, 
have been attended with the mod 
decifive confequences. It was re- 
ported, that the hoftile fleets were 
for fome days fo near each other, 
that it was a matter of fome care 
and nicety to prevent their being 
entangled in the dark, an event, 
the confequences of which, both 
fides were equally ftudious to 
avoid. 

In the courfe of this year, an 
extraordinary number of well- 
fought and defperate actions took 
place, both in the old and the 
new world, between the Britifti 
and French frigates 5 in which, 
though the former had conftantly 
the advantage when upon equal 
terms, and that the latter were 
frequently taken; yet there were 
fuch inftances of profeflional (kill, 
courage, and dexterity, continu- 
ally difplayed on the part of the 
enemy, as were before unknown 
in the French marine. It is pro- 
bable, that no naval hiftory of 
any age, could, in an equal fpace 
of time, afford fo many itoftances 
of fingle combat between flnp and 
ftiip, in which the points of pro- 
feffional and national honour were 
fo nobly fuftain^^nd fuch nu- 


merous aCts of bravery performed 
on both fides. It is with Angular 
pleafure, and no finall pride, we 
likewife record, that in thefc bard 
and bloody trials of virtue, the 
humanity, liberality, and gene^ 
rofity of the Britiih officers, role 
in proportion to the gallantry of 
their vanquifhed enemies, and far 
exceeded all examples of paft 
times. Indeed, the generous re- 
gret exprelled for thofe who had 
bravely fallen, the kind attention 
paid to thofe who furvived, and 
the public acknowledgements 
made of the valour of both, rather 
excited images of what we imagine 
might have palled in the gallant 
contention of heroes at a tourna- 
ment, than of the ufual ferocity 
and cruelty of war. 

The fiege of Gibraltar ftill con* 
tinued. The blockade pn the land 
fide commenced in the month of 
July 1779 ; and the place was 
foon after invefted aa clofely by 
fea, as the nature of the gut, and 
the variety of the wind and wea» 
ther, would permit. The Spani- 
ards likewife laboured incenantly 
in the conftru&ion of works, as 
well for the cover and fecurity of 
their camp at St. Bocque, as for 
the furtherance of their future inf- 
tended operations. All the capi- 
tal efforts of the Spanifh nation 
l'eemed to be directed towards that 
object 3 and fortunately it happen- 
ed for this kingdom they were lb 
directed. 

We have feen in our laft vo- 
lume, the fignal fuccefs which at- 
tended Sir George Rodney, in his 
voyage to adminifter fupphes to 
that garrifon ; a l'ervice which he 
effectually performed. From that 
time the vigilance and induftry of 
the Spaniards, in their endeavours 
[J] 3 to 
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.to' cut off all relief by fea, was re- : 

oubled ; and the difficulty of fup- 
plying the garrifon was continual- 
ly increafing. In the mean time, 
the prefence of the Panther and 
Experiment fbips of war, and of 
a royal (loop, which lay in the 
bay, was a grievous eye fore to the 
enemy; and greatly checked the 
ardour of their enterprize, in at- 
temping to cut off, on their 
nearer approach, thofe veffels, 
which -had the fortune to elude 
their more diftant vigilance. 

A fcheme was accordingly laid 
by the Spanilh commanders, for 
burning this little fquadron, with 
lbme ordnance tranfports which 
lay under their prote&ion. The 
defign was not ill formed.- A 
very dark night, between the 6th 
and 7th of June, was fixed upon 
for the execution of the proje6l. 
Seven fire-ffiips were excellently 
prepared for the purpofe. Thefe 
were fupported by a crowd of row- 
boats and gal lies, filled with men, 
and with every kind of offenfive 
arms At a greater diftanee, a 
fquadron x>f (hips of war, under 
the Admiral Don Barcello, flood 
off and on at the entrance of the 
bay; not only to cover and em- 
bolden the attack, but to intercept 
any veffels which mighl attempt 
to efcape. The wind and weather 
•‘Were highly favourable, and the 
darknefs of the night feemed to 
infure fuccefs. 

The Britilh commanders had not 
'the fmalleft notice of their dan- 
ger, until they were alarmed at 
one in the morning, by the ap- 
proaching flames of the burning 
Sre^fhips. Without furprize or 
conftemation at fo dangerous an 
appearance, they, with the mod 
immediate prefence of mind, m- 
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ftantly manned all their boatr; 
and the officers and feamen with 
their ufual intrepidity, met, and 
grappled the fire-(hipsj and then, 
amidft the hurtling of (hells, and 
all the horrors of a feene which 
teemed with inftant definition, 
boldly towed them off, and run 
them on different parts of the 
(hore. They had fcarcely got 
clear of this firft fet of fire- (hips, 
when two large veffels were per- 
ceived bearing down dire&ly on 
the Panther; but they were re- 
ceived with fo fierce a cannonade, 
that they were foon fet on fire, and 
difpofed of like the former. 

During the whole time, a heavy 
fire from the (hips and the town 
batteries was kept up againft the 
gallies and boats; but the darknefs 
prevented any certain knowledge 
of the effe6t. By the remains of 
one of thofe veilels, which were 
examined in the morning/ (he ap- 
peared to have been about the fize 
of a fifty-gun (hip; and from the 
quantity of unconfumed materials 
and combuftibles which were found 
in that and others, it was evident, 
that much labour and expence 
were bellowed upon their fitting 
out and equipment. Too much 
praife cannot he beflowed on the 
condu6t of the Captains Harvey, 
of the Panther, Leflie, of the 
Enterprize, and Faulkner/ of the 
St. Firmin. The matters and 
crews of the tranfports (as upon 
all other occafions of the prefent 
war, where the opportunity of- 
fered) behaved admirably. The 
undaunted intrepidity difplayed by 
the officers and men in the boats, 
can only be equalled, but can ne- 
ver be exceeded, even by Britiffi 
feamen. 

- ’• The town and (hips had the fa- 

tjsfac* 
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tisfa&ion of beholding at break of 
day Don Barcelio’s baffled l'qua- 
dron going back into Algefiraz. 
It fhould furely be an incentive to 
refblution and bold enterprize to 
learn, that not a iingle man was 
loft on the Britifti fide, in an affair 
which carried fo dreadful an ap- 
pearance. It is evident, that the 
Spaniards, at leaft in the feven firft 
fire-fhips, wanted reiblufion and 
firmnefs to bring their veflels near 
enough, before they fet them on 
fire. Upon the whole, it will 
probably be found, that, except- 
ing fome very peculiar fituation, 
or a conflidfc with fome contemp- 
tible enemy, it will require all the 
profeffional boldnefs and dexterity, 
and all the natural fortitude of 
Britifh feamen, to mauage fire- 
ihips in fuch a manner, as will 
render them produdlive of any 
great advantage. The fortune of 
the Ruffians at Chifme, in the late 
war, will hardly be found an ex- 
' ception. 

Though the Spaniards laboured 
hard in pulling on their works to- 
wards the fortrefs, they had fre- 
er: mtly he mortification of feeing, 
wtien they were nearly cornpleated, 
the fruits of much time and labour 
defiroyed in a few hours by the 
weight of fire from the batteries. 
Indeed it leemed to be nearly a 
Handing maxim with Gen. Elliot, 
to let them proceed without inter- 
ruption to the point we have men- 
tioned, and then at once to throw 
all their hopes to the ground. 
Some judicious and fuccefsful Tal- 
lies, were likewife occafionally, 
though fparingly, made by the 
garrifon ; in one of which, they 
brought three pieces of cannon 
into the fortrefs, from a work 


which they had taken with fome 
(laughter of the enemy. 

Time, the failure of a long 
blockade, with the conftant con- 
templation of fo near an object, 
and the vexation of being baffled 
by a handful of men, who Teemed 
almoft to be abandoned to their 
own fortune, at length whetted 
the invention of the Spaniards to 
a project, which foon afforded 
much trouble to the garrifonj and 
in its procefs, produced the utter 
dellrudtion of the town, the ruin 
of the unfortunate inhabitants, and 
infinitely increafed the difficulties 
and dangers of the defence. This 
was the framing a number of gun- 
boats, of a conftrudtion calculated 
to carry very heavy cannon and 
mortars, for the purpofe of cau- 
nonading and bombarding the 
town and works in the night $ 
whilft their own lownefs, with the 
difficulty of perceiving, as well as 
of hitting the objedt, preferred 
them, in a very great degree, from 
the fire of the batteries. The to- 
tal want of a naval force gave ef- 
fedl to this meafure, by difabling 
the garrifon from encountering the 
enemy in their own way. But its 
being a work of labour, time, and 
experiment, prevented the effedt 
of thefe floating batteries from 
being, until the following year, 
fully experienced. 

While all the reft of Europe 
were entering into a confederacy, 
calculated for the fubvenlon of the 
Britifti naval power, the Queen of 
Portugal alone, had virtue to per- 
fevere in her friendftiip, and re- 
fufed to accede to the armed neu- 
trality. This refufal was the more 
generous and exemplary, as it was 
in effedl rendering herfelf liable to 
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the dangerous weight of refent- 
ment, of the whole united Houfe 
of Bourbon, at a time when the 
ability of England for her pro- 
tection became every day more 
precarious. 

It was much to be regretted, 
that this friendftiip was in fome 
degree weakened, and in danger 
of being loft, through the impru- 
dence of fome Britilh officers on 
the coaft of Portugal ; who not 
contented with the advantages 
which they derived from the free 
ufe of her ports, and the fecurity 
thereby afforded to their prizes, 
are faid to have proceeded to equip 
and fit out cruizers in the river of 
Lifbon, in order to a6t againft the 
enemy. This produced an order 
from that court, prohibiting the 
privateers of all nations from en- 
tering her ports, excepting in 
cafes of real and apparent necef- 
fity; and forbidding even then 
their ft ay, for any longer time 
than the continuance of the ne- 
Ceffity. 

A fcheme adopted by the court 
of Vienna, and which Was not 
unfolded until this year, feems to 
have awakened in no fmall degree, 
the, perhaps well founded, jea- 
loufy of the Prnffian monarch. 
This was the making a provifion 
for the Archduke Maximilian, 
brother to the emperor, by pro- 
curing him to be eleCted coadjutor 
to the eleClor of Cologne, in his 
two great and princely biihopricks 
of Cologne and Munlter, with the 
confequent reveriion of the elec- 
torate annexed to the former. The 
Prince Maximilian, was already 
coadjutor of the Teutonic order ; 
and if he gained this ele&ion, 
whenever the whole fell folely 
into his hands, he would, as well 


as great opulence, become pol- 
feffed of great weight, influence, 
and power in the empire. The 
election lay in the two chapters, 
and in the reigning ele&or ; but 
fubjeft to his negative, as well as 
to his influence and affirmative. 
Both that prince, his chapters, 
and even his fuhje&s at large, 
feem to have adopted the views, 
and to have been entirely in the 
interefts of the Houfe of Auftria. 
As the election for Munfter was to 
be preliminary, the King of Pruf- 
fia wrote an argumentative letter 
to that chapter, ftrongly urging 
the inconveniences which would 
refult to the empire from ‘their 
choice of the Archduke, and 
therefore endeavouring by all 
means to perfuade them from 
adopting fo pernicious and dan- 
gerous a mealure. 

This bu(inef9 likewile opened a 
dire6t correfpondence between that 
monarch and the Elector of Co- 
logne. The latter, in anfwer to 
a letter and meflage (with the 
particulars of which we are not 
otherwife acquainted) from the 
king, fuppofes, that the court of 
Vienna had already acquainted 
him with the wifhes of the arch- 
duke, and had amicably intreated 
his powerful fupport in his favour. 
He dwells much upon the princely 
virtues and eminent qualities of 
the archduke 5 ftates the predi- 
le6tion in his favour, and confi- 
dence placed in him on that ac- 
count, by his own chapters and 
fubje&s. Declares, that it is his 
own wifh, as well as his duty, to 
eftablifh the welfare and happinefs 
of his fubje6ls, as far as lies in his 
power; and that, as he thinks, 
this cannotjbe fo effe&ually done 
as by the eiption of the archduke, 

he 
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he lias, upon mature deliberation, 
determined on that meafure. That 
the right of eleCtion is lodged in 
himfelf and his biihopricks by the 
conftitution of the empire ; that 
in the exercife of this undoubted 
right, it (hall be conduced ac- 
cording to the ftriCteft rules of a 
free election ; and that he cannot 
at all conceive any roofn for ap- 
prehending, that the archduke’s 
connections (hould render his be- 
ing chofen at all liable to en- 
danger the peace and happinefs of 
the empire; the more especially, 
aa his chapters, and the dates, 
were always confulted, in cafes of 
that nature and great importance. 

The king, in his reply, after 
frilly acknowledging all the vir- 
tues and great qualities attributed 
to the Prince Maximilian, informs 
the eleCtor, with fome afperity, 
that the court of Vienna had not 
given him the fmalleft intimation 
of its intentions with refpeCt to 
the coadjutorfhip of thole two 
biihopricks, although it had com- 
municated the deiign to other 
Courts and dates, which were 
much lefs interefted in the fubjeCt. 
He had no objection to the elec- 
tion; but he could not be indif- 
ferent as to the perfon in whofe 
hands, and under whofe govern- 
ment, thefe biihopricks were 
placed. He ftrongly urged and 
Hated, the dangerous confequences 
which might arife to the Germanic 
conftitution, from the dignities of 
two electorates being united in the 
Houfe of Auftria, and an arch- 
biftioprick, with a bifhop’s fee, in 
, the perfon of one of its princes. 
It would greatly influence the af- 
fairs of the empire, and render 
thofe biihopricks too much de- 
pendent. They would be en- 


tirely governed by the meafures, 
and their interefts would at all 
times be blended with the views, 
of the court of Vienna ; they 
weulJ be drawn into every feud 
and war, and into every political 
difpute, in which the Houfe of 
Aufttia might take a part ; they 
would lofe all the confidence of 
the neighbouring ftates, from their 
being confidered only as provinces 
depending on that houfe. 

The king obferved, that the 
true welfare^ liberty, and inde- 
pendence of the German epifcopal 
lees, and on whofe prelervation 
the conftitution of the empire 
partly depended, required, that 
they (hould be governed by pre- 
lates, who had no particular power 
or intereft, but what was derived 
from their biihopricks. He there- 
fore gave the preference greatly 
to the chapters choofing bifhops 
from among their own capitulars, 
rather than from great and power- 
ful families. His intentions and 
views, he declared, were pure and 
(ineere ; he was as far from recom- 
mending a candidate to the! chap-, 
ters, as he would be from forcing 
one upon them. Inftead of wilh- 
ing to limit the liberty of eleCfcion, 
he would, if others attempted it, 
proteCt the chapters againft intru- 
(ions. Whoever, in the prefent 
inftance, they (hould choofe out of 
their own body, would be accept- 
able to him 5 and if they made no 
choice, it would be equally agree- 
able ; as the moderate age and 
good health of the elector, pre^. 
vented the meafure from being at 
all neceflary. He concluded a long 
courfe of argument, and a mafter- 
ly difeuflion of the fubjeCt, by 
again repeating, that confidering 
the (ituation of his dominions, 
parti* 
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particularly of thofe in the circle 
of Weltphalia, be could by no 
means be indifferent as to the 
election of a prince to thofe bifhop- 
ricks, of fo powerful a houfe as 
that of Auitria. He therefore 
carnefily intreated the elector, not 
to be in too great hafte in a matter 
of fo much concern ; rather to re- 
confider the bulinefs ; to prefer 
the welfare of the empire, of his 
circle and bifhopricks, to all other 
confiderations whatever j to quiet' 
the minds of himlelf, and of other 
princes, who held the fame opi- 
nion with him \ and thereby to 
contiuue their ufual friendly and 
neighbourly intercourfe. 

The fying of Prulfia’s logical 
powers did not produce all the 
effect in this controverly, which 
his arguments of a different na- 
ture had ufually done in others. 
The elector, however, feemed to 
have had enough of the conteft, 
for he left him in full poffeffion of 
the held. But without making 
any reply, he adhered firmly to 
his . resolution ; and the election 
of the Archduke Maximilian ac- 
cordingly took place at Munfter 
about the middle of Auguft. The 
foregoing circumffances liifhcient- 
ly fliew, the deep jealoufy which 
ft ill fubhfts, between thofe great 
rival and neighbouring powers. 

The peregrination of princes 
out of their own dominions, with 
their vifits, meetings, and , con- 
ferences; are things now become 
lb common, that they fcarcely at 
all draw the public attention, 
much lefs excite any alarm. When 
they were rare, the conjun&ion 
of fuch meteors, efpecially if they 
were of a fuperior magnitude, was 
deemed portentous to mankind 5 
and the effe6is generally juftified 
the prognoffication. 
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Neither the particular novelty 
of the affair, nor the magnificence 
•with which it was, on one fide at 
leaft, attended, were able to draw 
much of the public attention to 
the interview which took place 
this year, between tlie Emperor of 
Germany, and the Emprefs of 
ItuiRa. The latter having accom- 
panied the Great Duke and 
Duchefs of Ruffia,. on their way 
to make the tour of Europe, pro- 
ceeded, according to the concert- 
ed appointment, to Mohilow in, 
Poland, where the meeting of 
thofe great potentates took place, 
in the month of June 1780. Form, 
etiquette, or ceremonial, were no 
parts of, nor no interruption to, 
the fat is faction which thefe illuf- 
trious perfonages received in each 
others converfation and acquaint- 
ance. After fome ftay at Mohi- 
low, the emperor accompanied the 
Czariqa on her return to Ppterf- 
burgh, where he continued for 
fome time j and where he was re- 
ceived with all the magnificence 
peculiar to that court, and fo dif-? 
fereut from the plainnefs and fim- 
plicity of his own habits, man- 
ners, and mode of living. His 
private life was, however, fpent 
as ufual. 

Whether this vifit, and the con- 
fequent intimacy and friendfhip 
which it might be fuppofed to 
produce, awakened any iiifpicion 
or jealoufy in the breaft of a great 
and powerful neighbour, can only 
be a matter of furmife. The re- 
turn of the emperor from Peterf- 
burgh was, however, foon fiic- 
ceeded, by a vifit which the PrinCe 
Royal of Pruffia paid to that capi- 
tal •, a circum fiance, which might 
' feem to give fome countenance to 
fuch an opinion. 

After 
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After what we have feen of the of place, capable of affording 
imperial meeting at Mohilow, and a refuge during her lying-in, (he 
the accompaniment on the* return had the courage and fortune, not 
to Peterfburgh, it will fcarcely be only to furmount all thefe difficul- 
fuppofed, that the vifit which the ties, and to triumph over her ene- 
King of Sweden made about the mies, but to raife the boufe of 
fame time to Holland, and his Auftria to a degree of real power, 
tmr in examining the particula- which it had not before known 
ritie* of that lingular country', fince tfye reign of Charles the Fifth, 
cither caufed any alarm, or ex- A clear and manly underltanding, 
cited much notice. an happy temper, and the able 

This year was particularly tuition of necelfity, enabled her 
marked, by the death of Maria to throw off the ungracious, but 
Therela, Emprefs of Germany, charafteriftic ' haughtinefs of her 
Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, family. To this Are owed much 
hereditary Archduchels of Au- of her fortune and greatnels. 
llria, and natural fovereign of all Charmed by a popular affability, 
the widely-extended dominions and a captivating condefcenlion, 
appertaining to- that great houfe. of which they had not before an 
She departed this life at Vienna, idea, (he gained the hearts of her 
on the 29th day of November, fubje6ts in fuch a degree, that they 
1780, and in the 63d year of her never thought they could adf or 
age. This great princefs inherit- fuffer too much for her fervice. In 
ed, along with a vaft but difputed other refpedts, as a fovereign, ex- 
patrimony, all the fpirit, magna- cepcing perhaps her inconfiderate 
nimity, and firmnefs, of any the engagement in the late war, (he 
moft* renowned of her anceftors. was the common parent of her 
Thefe were, however, acconipa- people. She had many amiable 
tried with many other virtues and and eftimable qualities in private 
good qualities. In the courfe of life. She was eminently religious 
her life fhe experienced great vi- and humane. In the chara6ters of 
ciffitudes of fortune. On the a wife and a mother fhe flood un- 
death of her father, many of the rivalled. She was highly blefled 
firft powers in Europe, excited by in a numerous progeny, not more 
the weaknefs of her fex, and (till diflingnifhed by the perfe&ions 
more by that of a long ill-ordered or beauties of nature in mind or 
government, in conteinpt of trea- in perfon, than by a peculiar 
ties, and guaranties, rufhed on at goodnefs of heart, which pervades 
once, as to a common prey, to the whole family. And fhe had 
fwallow up the whole of her am- the fortune and happinefs to leave 
pie dominions. Scarcely any her vaft pofleifions in the hands of 
thing was left unclaimed. The a darling fon, who feemed formed 
only difficulty feemed to reft in by nature and application to ad- 
the divifion of the fpoil. Frorft vance the happinefs of his fubje£ts, 
the extremity of diftrefs, and and the power and grandeur of his 
a ftate of fuch imminent danger, houfe, to their higheft pitch of 
that fhe herfelf doubted, whe- attainment, 
ther fhe could retain the pofleffion 

The 
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The French King, this year 
dignified, and for ever rendered 
memorable bis name-day, by a 
refent to his fubjedls, worthy the 
umanity and magnificence of a 
great and enlightened monarch. 
This was neither the remiflion of 
taxes or duties, a general pardon 
to criminals, nor the allotment of 
great funds for the indigent. ■ It 
was of a fuperior nature even to 
thefe. It was no lefs than the 
abolifhing for ever of the inhuman 
cuiiom, ofputtmg the quejtim, as 
it was called, by torture; a cuf- 
tpm, which had been fo efta- 
blifhed and rivetted, by the prac- 
tice and concurrence of ages, that 
it feemed to be an original and in- 
divifible part of the conftitution of 
their courts of juftice. It was in 
vain, that the wifelt and honefteft 
lawyers and judges, as well as the 
foundeft philofophers, fully per- 
ceived, and deeply lamented, the 
total inefficacy as well as cruelty 
of this barbarous mode of criminal 
jurifprudence. They had not on- 
ly the obllinacy of antient preju- 
dice to furmount ; but this prac- 
tice was fo favourable to the views 
of defpotifm, and was falfely fup- 
pofed to contribute fo much to the 
fecurity of the {late, that all at- 
tempts for its removal would have 
been not only ineffectual but dan- 
gerous. 

This relick of barbarifm, which 
had fo long been the opprobrium of 
the chriflian name, and a Handing 
difgrace to the moil xivilized add 
learned quarter of the globe, 
might Hill have lingered in France, 
if a patriot prince, feeling the 
happinels of living in the affec- 
tions of his people, and difeerning, 
that all poffible fecurity, was found- 
ed in thole affeCtions, had not 
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from thence renounced all defences 
inconfiflent with that which is fo 
much more folid. We hope,, and 
indeed it is now fcarcely to be 
doubted, that the time is not far 
diftant, when a trace of this in- 
human praCtice will not be found 
in any part of the weftem world. 

However interefting and valua- 
ble the following tranfaCtion may 
be confidered in point of political 
(Economy, and however it may 
even contribute to leffen the bur- 
thens of the people, it is not by 
way of placing it in any degree of 
competition with the former mea- 
fure, that we in this, place take 
notice of the prodigious reform 
which was made in the French 
King’s houfehold; that monarch, 
in purfuance of the new plan of 
oeconomy adopted in his court, 
having this year at one flroke abo- 
liffied no lefs than 406 offices in 
that department. 

The attempts (moflly ineffec- 
tive) made by the court of Spain, 
to raife money by loans in foreign 
countries, afforded fufficient evi- 
dence how much its treafures had 
been already exhaufled, by the 
extraordinary expences of this na- 
val war, as well as of the appa- 
rently fruitlefs liege of Gibraltar. 
Although the war is faid to be en- 
tirely againft the fenfe and liking 
of the Spanilh nation, who con- 
lidered it as a ruinous meafure, 
founded merely upon Bourbon 
views and principles, yet the in- 
fluence of the court, and a fenfe 
of national honour, prevailed fo 
far, that cities, communities, and 
even individuals, contributed 
largely to relieve the exigencies of 
the ltate. Of thefe, the Arch- 
bifhop of Toledo afforded a lin- 
gular inftance, which in a war of 
another 
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another nature, might have been 
juflly admitted, as a demon ftra- 
tion of true patriotifm. That 
prelate magnanimouffy appropri- 
ated to the ufe of the war, the 
whole of his vaft revenues during 
the time of its continuance. Thus 
wifely choofing a road to fame, in 
which be was fure of not being 
dithirbed by rivals or competitors, 
and of not having his heels trod 
upon by imitators. The bounty 
and kindnefs, extended by the 
Bifliop of Lugo, to the Britifh 
prifoners in Spain (acknowledg- 
ments of which have been given in 
the public prints), deferves every 
degree of praife and gratitude. 
Although iome of their comman-. 
den behaved otherwiie, the Spa- 
nifli nobility and merchants, in 
general, have .(hewn very extraor- 
dinary marks of kindneis, friend- 
ship, and even affe6tion, to thofe 
Englilh gentlemen who have fallen 
in their way during the prefentwar. 


C H A 


Among thofe remarkable circu ro- 
mances which diftinguifh the year 
1780, the condyift of the Duke pf 
Modena, in abolilhing the inqui- 
(ition in his dominions, fhould by 
no means be overlooked. It indeed 
affords a new initance of the pro- 
grefs, which liberal ideas with 
refpe£i to toleration, are now 
making throughout Europe. A 
farther extenfion of the lame ideas, 
may be. hoped to reach to the 
civil and religious rights of man- 
kind, as well as to a bare luffer- 
ance of their opinions. That 
prince, upon the death of the 
Grand Inquilitor at Reggio, im- 
mediately ordered that tribunal to 
be fpr ever abolilhed > its reve- 
nues to be applied to other, and 
more laudable purpofes ; and the 
prifons, and other buildings, 
which could preferve any memo- 
rial of its having ever exifted, to 
be entirely demolilhed. 


p. n. 


Retrojpeftke view of affairs in America and the JFefi Indies, in the year 
1780. State of the hoftile armies on the fide of New York , previous to, 
and at the arrival of, Gen. Sir Henry Clinton from the reduction of 
Charles Town. Short campaign in the Jerfics. Connecticut farms. 
Springfield. U nexpefted effect produced by the reduction of Charles Town, 
in renewing and exciting the fpirit of anion and ref fiance in America . 
Great hopes founded on the expected co-operation of a French fleet and ar- 
my in the reduction of New York , and the final expulfion of the Briti/h 
forces from that continent. Marquis de la Fayette arrives from France. 
M. de Temay , and the Count de Rochambcau , arrive with a French 
fyuudron , and a body of land forces, and are put into pqffeffion of the for- 
tifications and harbour of Rhode- IJland. Admiral Arbuthnot blocks up 
the French Jquadron. Dijpofitions made by Sir Henry Clinton for attack- 
ing the French auxiliaries. Gen. Wajhington paf 'es the North River , 
with a view of attempting New York . Expedition to Rhode IJland laid 
(fide. Great difficulties experienced by Don Bernard de Galvez , in his 
expedition to Weft Florida . Bejkges and takes the fort at M obi lie. Great 
land and naval force fent out from Spain , in order to join M. de C vie hen 
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in the JVtjl Indies . Junction of the koJHlc fleets , notwithjlandmg the efforts 
of Admiral Sir George Rodney, to intercept the Spanifh fquadron and con- 
voy. Sicknefs and mortality in the Spanifh fleet and army, with fame other 
caufes, prefen e the Britf/h ijlunds from the imminent danger to which 
they were apparently expofed by the great Ji/periority of the enemy. Theft 
caufes operate Jlill farther in their conferences ; which affect the whole 
face and nature of the war in the new world, and entirely frujtrate the 
grand views formed by France and America, for the remainder of the cam- 
paigtt. Spanifh fleet and army proceed to the Havannah ; and M. de 
Guiehen ref urns from St. Domingo, with a convoy, to Europe . Great 
preparations made by the Americans for effectually co-operating with the 
French forces on the arrival of M. de Guiehen. Wajlnngtons army in - 
creafed t for that purpofc, to 20,000 men. Invafion of Canada intended, 
and preparatory proclamations iffued by the Marquis de la Fayette. 
Caufes which prevented M. dc Guiehen from proceeding to North 
America . Sir George Rodney arrives, with a fquadron, at New York. 

T HE hoftile armies oh the tide This kind of fervice, except 
of New York were fo near- where the objeCi was more confi- 
I y poil'ed, both with refpeCt to derable than ordinary, was left en- 
offendve. force and defenfive tirely to the Refugees ; who hav- 
drength, that their mutual 'fitua- ing arms in their hands, nothing 
tion, and comparative circum- elfe to do, little other provifion, 
fiances, afforded no great oppor- and being edged on by the mod 
tunity of exertion or enterprize to implacable animofity againft their 
Gen. Sir Henry Clinton, upon countrymen, eagerly embraced 
his return from the taking of every adventure, which afforded 
Charles Town. The advantages, any hope of profit, or what was 
however, derived from the pof- perhaps dill fweeter, of revenge, 
feflion.of the iflands, their vicini- They were now grown fo numer- 
ty to the continent, the quick and ous, that they were ftrangely per- 
filent movements of a great num- mitted to let up a fort of a diftinCt 
ber of frigates, and pther fmaller government in New York, under 
armed velfels Calculated for the the conduct of a juril'diCtion of 
purpofe, and mailer of all the their own creation, which they 
channels and intercourfes, as well called, the Honourable Board of 
as of the adjoining fea, together Alfociated Loyalifls. This board, 
with the unexampled length of ill it is faid, wa 9 authorized from 
conne 6 led pods which were to be home ; but this is hardly credible ; 
guarded bv the Americans, afford- and having a common flock, and 
ed, almoft, continual opportuni- their infant excurfions at fea hav- 
ties, of hafly defeent and fuccefs- ing proved extremely fuccefsful, 
ful furprize. by which much blood they became every day more nu- 
was fpilt, and mifehief done, merous and powerful, and poffeffed 
without producing any effeCt, dr fomething like a fleet, pf fmali 
at lead any good one, with reipeCl privateers and cruizers. Their 
to the 111U1M objects, and great enterprizes were bold, well con- 
purpofes o: war. duCted, and frequently fuccefsful ; 
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hi which their intimate knowledge burning of that new and thriving 


of the adjoining coalts, creeks, 
and villages, afforded them great 
advantages But their want of any 
effe6tual dicipline or government, 
along with their peculiar, and fre- 
quently perfonal animofity, lead- 
ing them to excelfes; whilft the 
fummary retribution on the other 
fide, falling into the hands of 
thole, who were either fmarting 
under their own immediate lolles. 


lettlement (although it did not 
contain many houfcs), and of the 
prelbyterian church, together with 
the unfortunate death of the cler- 
gyman's wife, who fitting with 
her children and family, was (hot 
dead, through the window, in one 
of her own rooms, alforded new- 
ground of clamour to the Ame- 
ricans, • and ferved not a little, to 
increafe that averfion to the Britilh 


or acting under the impulle of 
grief and revenge, for the deftruc- 
tion or {laughter of their friends 
and relations, and who were like- 
wife actuated by no lefs ltrong po- 
litical prejudices, than their ad- 
verfaries, the feelings of humani- 
ty were fufpended, and mercy at 
an end on both fides. Thus the 
adjoining coalts of the continent, 
and particularly the maritime, and 
nearer part of the Jerfies, became 
lcenes of wafte and havock ; and 
this predatory war tended neither 
to fubjugation or reconcilement. 

A few days previous to the ar- 
rival of Sir Henry Clinton, the 
Generals Knyphaufen, Robertfon, 
and Tyron, with a view of attack- 
ing fome of Wafhington’s advanc- 
ed polls, palTed over by night, 
with five or fix thoufand men, 
from Staten Illand, to Elizabeth 


government and name, which had 
already taken too deep a root. 

It was laid oh our fide, and with 
fuperior probability, that this un- 
fortunate lady was killed, with- 
out defign, by a random {hoi; but 
the contrary was llrongly urged 
by the Americans. Her hulband’s 
being particularly obnoxious at 
New York, from the active part 
which he had taken, in the lup— 
port of the American caufe, was 
brought as a corroborating cir- 
cumltance ; and a piteous letter 
written -by himlelf, and publilhed, 
could leave no occafion for any 
farther teflimony, with thole who 
were but too much difpofed to 
lilfen to evidence fo carrefpomlent 
to .their own opinions. It is cer- 
tain, that no degree of good go- 
vernment and difeipline in armies, 
can prevent the nature' of parti - 


j , , Town in New Jerley. cular individuals, from breaking 
o ’ On the following morn- forth into a6ts of enormity, when 
°* ing, they advanced a thofe opportunities offer, in which 
few miles, to a fettlement called their crimes may efcape detection ; 
the Conne6licut Farms, from its efpecially under the ill habits ac- 


having been planted and fettled a quired in the outrage and malice 

few years ago, by fome inhabitants of a civil war. 

of that Province. In their 'march. From thence the army marched 


they were boldly and continually towards Springfield, being, as be 
fired at-, wherever the ground, or fore, continually annoyed on their 


cover of any kind admitted of their march by the militia 5 but now 


approach, by lcattering parties of with greater effect, as they con ti- 
the neighbouring militia. The nually grew more numerous ; they 

found 
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found the American General, 
Maxwell, at the head of the Jer- 
fey brigade, and reinforced by all 
the militia which in a few hours 
could be colle&ed, well polled at 
that place. Whether it proceeded 
from Maxwells good countenance 
and portion, or from whatever 
other caufe, fo it was, that the 
army halted; and continued on 
the lame ground until night, with- 
out advancing. The Americans, 
however, , though inferior in 
llrength, did not permit them by 
any means to hold their pofl in 
quiet ; and a very confiderable 
and continual firing, without 
coming at any time to clofe ac- 
tion, was kept up during the day. 

* The report in the Britilh line was, 
that they only waited for the 
coming up of the waggons and 
neceiTaries which were in the rear. 

Whatever the caufe was, the 
defign of attacking Springfield 
was given up, and the army re- 
turned to Elizabeth Town in the 
night. They were purfued by the 
enemy, as foon as day rofe, all the 
way to that place ; and they were 
now grown lb eager and confident 
as. boldly to attack the 22d regi- 
ment, which was polled at fome 
fmall di (lance in the front of the 
line. That reigment bein^ or- 
dered to fall back on their ap- 
proach, was purfued with great 
rapidity by the enemy, who con- 
fidered it as the rear-guard of a re- 
tiring army, whole van, they fup- 
pofed, was then palling over to 
Staten Illand The reception they 
met, and the appearances they 
difeovered, loon convinced them 
of their error, and they retired 
with precipitation. 

It is not eafy to account for the 
inaction in the firil inilance at . 
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Springfield, any more than for the 
fubfequent retreat. Undoubtedly, 
fo much refolution on the part of 
the Americans, was not expelled ; 
and it appears from fubfequent 
circumflances, that although no 
direct attack had been made, the 
afternoon of that day was bufy 
and warm. It was faid, that in- 
telligence had been received, of 
Washington's having detached a 
brigade from Morris-town for the 
fupport of Maxwell ; that the ap- 
pearances at his head quarters in- 
dicated a determination of making 
that fupport effectual 5 that Max- 
well had already been reinforced 
by fome neighbouring regiments ; 
and that the country was every 
where in motion. The expedition 
itfelf had probably its origin from 
fome of thofe delufive reprefenta- 
tions, which had fo often led to 
mifehievous or unreputable pur- 
fuits, concerning either the fa- 
vourable difpofition of the coun- 
try to the royal caufe, or the fup- 
pofed weak and contemptible Hate 
of the American forces. 

It was reported at New York, 
that the Heifian General Knyp- 
haufen was ftrongly of opinion, 
and eagerly difpofed, to attack the 
poll at Springfield ; but that he 
had been over-ruled by another 
commander; and this report re- 
ceived fo much credit, that it was 
made the foundation of fome ill- 
-natured pafquinades upon the fub- 
je&. However thefe things might 
be, the Jerfey militia and bri- 
gade, with whatever other corps 
were concerned on the occafion, 
received public acknowledgments 
and high praife from Wafhington, 
for their behaviour in that day’s 
fervice. 

The arrival of Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, 
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toft, which happened immediately 
lifter, made no change in the fi- 
toation of the royal forces, who 
ftill maintained their polt at Eli- 
sabeth Town. That commander, 
on the contrary, determined to 
improve on the original defign* 
ana to afford them an opportunity 
of aCting with effect. For this 
purpofe, troops were embarked at 
New York, arid Aich movements 
took place among the (hipping, 
and fuch preparations were made, 
as indicated an immediate expe- 
dition up the North River, This 
Jiroduced the deli red effect in 
alarming W afhington $ who be- 
ing exceedingly apprehenfive for 
the fafety of Weft Point, and 
other ftrong holds in the High- j 
lands, immediately marched with 
the greater part of his army, to 
fecure thofe, to him, invaluable 


June a*d. Th« point being 
J 0 gamed, the forges at 
Elizabeth Town again advanced 
on their former track towards 
Springfield. Whatever the ori- 
ginal defign might have been, the 
' general’s views Teemed now to have 
been extended, to the getting pof- 
feffion, during the abfence of 
Wafhington with his main force, 
of the ftrong country ofMorif- 
fania, which had fo often afforded 
a fecure retreat, and an inexpug- 
nable camp, to that commander. 
At any rate, if it was not found 
convenient to retain pofts at fuch 
adiftance, the deftruCtion of his 
ftores, magazines, and defences in 
the mountains, would have been 
Ho inconfiderable object. 

On the part of the Americans, 
General Greene, with Stark’s and 
the Jerfey brigades, fupported by 
the : neighbouring militia, were 
Vot. XXIV. 


left to guard thofe difficult hills, 
and defiles, which conftitute the 
ftrength of the country. Spring- 
field lay at their feet 5 and led di- 
rectly to fome of the principal 
palfes. The royal troops ad- 
vanced with rapidity to this place ; 
where they found the bridge, 
Which led to the village, occu- 
pied by a final! party of about 
170 men, under the conduCt of a 
CoL Angel. That officer, turn- 
ing all the advantages afforded by 
his fituation (which were many) 
to the beft account, defended his 
poft with great gallantry. With 
that handful of men, he obfti- 
nately maintained the bridge, a- 
gainft a prodigious fuperiority of 
force, and the moft lpirited at- 
tacks, for a quarter of an hour. 
Finding himfelf at length over- 
powered, and no relief appearing, 
he ftill found means to carry off 
the remainder of his detachment, 
and even to fave the wounded ; 
nearly one fourth of his whole 
number being by that time killed 
or difabled. The Britifh troop* 
fuffered more in this trifliug affair 
than could have been expeCied. 

Greene lay, at that time, at 
Short Hills, about a mile above 
Springfield. But his troops were 
fo divided in guarding their re- 
fpeCtive pofts, and the attack fo 
unexpected and fudden, that he 
could not make any detachment 
in time and fufficient for the fup- 
port of Angel, without hazard- 
ing the fecurity of the muqh 
more important poft which he 
himfelf occupied. Whether it 
proceeded from indignation and 
refentment, at the refiftance and 
lofs which the troops unexpectedly 
met at the bridge, or from what- 
ever other eaufe it was, Spring- 

[B] field 
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field experienced the fame fate 
with the Connecticut farms ; the 
whole village, excepting four 
houfes, was reduced/to afhes. 

This conflagration clofed the 
enterprize. The ftrength of 
Greene’s fituation, the difficulties 
of the approach, an ignorance, 
probably, of the date of his im- 
mediate foree (which, at that 
time, amounted only to about a 
thoufand men), and, perhaps, the 
bold defence made at the bridge, 
all concurred, in preventing the 
Britifh officers from attempting the 
pafs at Short Hills. It is like- 
wile probable, that the day was 
confidered as being too far ad- 
vanced, to admit of their pro- 
fiting properly of any advantage 
which they might obtain ; and 
that it was deemed too great a ha- 
zard, to involve the army during 
the night in the faftnefles of a 
dangerous country ; and furround- 
ed on eveiy fide by enemies, whofe 
force, pofition, and diltance, were 
all equally unknown. The troops 
were befides without cover or ne- 
celTaries,; and the keeping of a 
communication open with Eliza- 
beth Town, might have been not 
lels impracticable than dangerous. 

Under fome or all of thefe im- 
prelfions, the royal army made a 
fecond retreat from Springfield, 
and returned on that evening to 
Elizabeth Town $ they being pur- 
ified with great fpirit, and re- 
doubled animofity , by the country 
militia, v/ho were highly enraged 
at the conflagration which they 
had juft beheld ; but a ftrong and 
well concluded rear-guard, ren- 
dered their efforts in a great mea- 
fure ineffedive. The royal forces 
palled over on the fame night to 
Staten Ifland 5 while Wafhington 


continued to be amufed for feme 
days longer, with the appearances 
of an expedition up the North 
River, which probably had riot 
been at all intended. 

Thus ended the fhort cam- 
paign in the Jellies. Thefe inef- 
fective attempts, by a force which 
would once have been deemed ca- 
pable of fweeping the whole con- 
tinent before it, lfitficiently mani- 
fefted, that the pradical habits of 
fervice and danger, without any 
thing near ablolute perfedion in 
dilcipline, will place all troops near- 
ly upon an equality. It was now 
evident, that the Britifh forces had 
an enemy little lels refpedable in 
the field than themfelves to en- 
counter 5 and that any difference 
which yet remained in their fa- 
vour would be daily leffened. In 
a word, it was now obvious, that 
all that fuperiority in arms, which 
produced fuch effeds at the be- 
ginning of the conteft, was, in a 
great meafure, at an end'; and 
that the events of the war mull in 
the future depend upon fortune, 
and upon the abilities of the re- 
fpedive commanders. 

Such were the unwelcome truths, 
which if not now firft difeovered, 
were at lealt now fully ellablilhed. 
Wafhington (hewed no fmall de- 
gree of exultation in his public 
orders, upon the great improve- 
ment in difeipline of the troops 
and militia, with the happy ef- 
feds which it had produced, and 
the greater which he dill hoped. 
But he did not augur greater be- 
nefits from the perfedion or cou- 
rage of the troops, than from that 
unequalled ardour, which, he. faid, 
at prel'ent animated all orders of 
the people. 

The matter of fad was, that 
the 
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the lofs of Charles-Town pro- 
duced a directly contrary effe& 
to that which might have been na- 
turally expe&ed. For inftead of 
deprefling and finking the minds 
of the people, to feek for fecurity 
by any means, and to fue for 
peace upon any terms, the lofs 
being now come home to every 
man’s feelings, and the danger to 
his door, they were at once awa- 
kened to a vigour of exertion, 
fcarcely to be expe&ed in their 
circumftances j and which had 
hardly appeared in the fame de- 
gree, fince the firft, or at moft, 
the fecond year of the conteft. 
For in the intermediate time, the 
firft heat of paflion being over, 
men who were not adtively Con- 
cerned, were fond of recurring to 
their wonted eafe, and foon re- 
fumed their ufual habits of life ; 
and the din of war being faintly 
heard at a diftance, they were con- 
tented to contribute to its fupport 
by opening their purfes, without 
much tormenting their minds in 
the contemplation of an odious 
fubjedt. And as the bittemefs of 
contention was allayed, and the 
traces of pad grievance or injury 
faded on the memory, fo the fpirit 
of enterprise had proportionally 
flackened ; particularly in thole 
colonies where it was net kept 
alive by immediate hoftility. 

Many concurring caufes and 
circumftances ferved to increafe 
and fupport that fpirit which now 
appeared among the Americans. 
The very lofs of Charles -Town 
became a ground of hope, and an 
incitement to vigour, from the 
wide reparation which it had 
caufed of the Britilh forces, and 
the confequent incapacity of their 
divided armies to fupport each 


©ther. But the expectation of a 
ftrong naval and military force 
from France, by the aid of which, 
they hoped to retaliate on New 
York for the lofs of Charles- 
Town, and even to clear the con- 
tinent entirely of the Britifli 
forces, could not but have had a 
much greater effedt. 

In the mean time, their prin- 
cipal leaders, as well a9 the Con- 
grefs, omitted no means to encou- 
rage and to profit of the riling 
fpirit, and to cheriih in the people 
the moft fanguine hopes. Letters 
were written by a committee of 
that body, which were (length- 
ened and enforced by thole from 
the commander in chief. General 
Reed, and fome other popular 
commanders, to the different exe- 
cutive governments, to the peo- 
ple at large, and to particular co- 
lonies, ftimulating them by every 
motive to the fpeedy furnifhing 
their refpedtive quotas. The dif- 
grace of appearing contemptible 
in the eyes of their great ally, and 
the mifchief and ruin which mull 
be the confequence, of their be- 
ing incapable to benefit of his in- 
tentions in thejr favour, were 
ftrongly urged. And the people 
were paflionately called upon, not 
to fuffer the curie of another cam- 
paign to reft upon America ! The 
eyes of all Europe were upon 
them ; and their future indepen- 
dence, fortune, and happinefs, as 
they faid, depended upon their 
prefent exertion. 

Thefe remonftrances produced 
a conliderable effedt upon the dif- 
ferent governments, and feemed 
to operate no lefs upon indivi- 
duals. Many arts were ufed to 
keep up the fpirit. Large fub- 
fcriptions were made by private 
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perfons for giving energy to the 
public fervice. The ladies in Phi- 
ladelphia firft fet the example to 
their own fex, and were diftin- 
guifhed by the fums, Which they 
gave themfelves, and procured 
from their male acquaintance, to 
be applied as gratuities in parti- 
cular inftances, and as a general 
augmentation to the pay of the 
private foldiers of the army. The 
example was foon followed, in their 
own, and in other provinces r . 

It could fcarcely be expected, in 
the midft of all the confufion and 
danger of an uncommonly de- 
finitive war, raging no lels in the 
bowels, than in the extremities of a 
country, that arts, or learning, thofe 
happy concomitants of eafe and 
fecurity, fhould at all be thought 
of, or almoft remembered. It is 
to the honour of the Americans, 
that it was under this preiTure 
of circumftances, and amidft all 
the anxiety of v the prefent fea- 
fon, that the council and alfembly 
of Maflachufetts Bay, fitting at 
Bofton, in the beginning pf the 
month of May, eftablifhed, by a 
public law, a new and learned fo- 
ciety, to be entitled, 4C The Ame* 
“ rican Academy of Arts and 
, u Sciences.” The a£t, after enu- 
merating feveral particular objects 
of their purfuit, adds, u and, in 
“ line, to cultivate every art and 
“ fcience, which might tend to 
advance the intereil, honour, 
“ dignity, and happinefs, of a 
" free, independent, and virtuous 
a people’* In the fame fpirit 
at Philadelphia, after a pompous 
celebration of the anniverfaryr of 
American independence, on the 
4th of July, the Congrefs, accom- 
panied by the French minifter, 
with all the officers of the 

*• 


attended a commencement for the 
conferring of degrees in the uni- 
verfity of that city. In the public 
charge delivered by the provoft 
upon that occafiwi to the fludents, 
he gave the reins to a warm ima- 
gination; and wandered far in the 
paths of fpeculation ; painting the 
rifing glories of America in arts' 
and letters, as well as in commerce 
and arms. 

Notwithftanding the apparent 
penury and misfortune of the times, 
a bank was inftituted, during the 
prefent fummer, in Philadelphia ; 
and the fcheme was fo well fup- 
ported by the principal men of 
the province, that the allotted ca- 
pital, of 300,000k Penfylvaniar 
currency, to be paid in hard mo- 
ney, was fubferibed in a few 
days. The public fervice was, 
however, the principal, if not the 
only obje6t of this bank- They 
were to receive the congrefs mo-, 
ney, that is to fay, the amount 
of the taxes, and the fupplies re- 
mitted by the other colonies ; and 
they were, on the other hand, to 
anfwer the public demands, and 
particularly to furnifh the fupplies 
for the army, in the moft prompt 
and efficacious manner; and for 
the procuring of fufficient re- 
fources of caffi, they were enabled 
to pafs nofes, and to borrow mo- 
ney at 6 per cent, intereft. To 
turn, however, this bank to any 
confulerable advantage, a much 
greater, liability in government, 
and a much greater care in their 
finances, is undoubtedly neceflary. 

Previous to the arrival of the 
French lbccours, the Marquis de 
la Fayette, who had been fo much 
diftinguifhed by the early part 
which he took in the American 
caufe, long before his court had 
thrown 
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thrown by the mafic, or even, per- % attended by a committee, from the 
haps, determined pn the part general affembly of that ftate, 
which (he has fince taken, re- with an addrefs of cAgratplation 
turned from France. His early to the Count de Rochambeau, in 
engagement, and great zeal and which they expreffed the moll 
a&ivity in the American fervice, grateful fenfe of the generous and 
in which he held an high rank, magnanimous aid afforded to the 
caufed him to be received with United States, by their illuftrious 
diftin£tion by Wafhington, and on friend and ally, the French mo- 
his going to Philadelphia, he con- narch 3 and laid they looked for- 
veyed a letter, full of the molt ward, with warm hope and ex- 
flattering encomiums, from that pe&ation, to the end of a cam- 
commander to the Congrefs. The paign, which, through that aid, 
refult was, a public complimen- might prove the happy means of 
taiy refolution of welcome from refforing the public tranquillity, 
that body, highly applauding his They concluded, with an affurance 
zeal, and no lefs acknowledging of every exertion in the power of 
his eminent fervices. /the ftate, for the fupply of the 

Jul ith To ^ urt ^ er en “ french- forces with all manner of 
^ 1 # couragement of the refrefhments and neceffaries, and 

Americans, M. de Temay at for rendering the fervice as' happy 
length arrived at Rhode lfland and agreeable, as it was honour* 
from France, with a fquadron of able, to all ranks of the army, 
feven fail of the line, five frigates, Rochambeau declared in his an- 
and two armed veffels. His own Twer, that he only brought over 
(hip, Le Due de Bourgogne, car- the vanguard of a much greater 
ried 84 guns, and 1200 men 3 two force which was deftined for their 
others were feventy-fours 3 and aid j and that he was ordered by 
four, carried 64 guns each. He the king, his mafter, to aftiire 
iikewile convoyed a fleet of tran- them, that his whole power fhould 
fports, with five old French re- be exerted for their fupport. The 
giments, and a battalion of ar- French troops, he faid, were un- 
tilleiy, amounting in the whole der the ftri&eft difeipline 5 and, 
to about 6,000 men, under the a&ing under the orders of General 
conduct of lieutenant-general the Wafhington, would live with the 
Count de Rochambeau. Americans as brethren. He re- 

The French auxiliaries were re- turned their compliments by an 
ceived by Major Gen. Heath ; affurance, that, as brethren, not 
who, for the fecurity both of the only his own life, but the lives of 
troops and fquadron, againft any all thole under his command, were 
attempts from New York, put entirely devoted to their fervice. 
them in poffeffion of the numerous In the mean time Wafhington, 
forts and batteries of that ifland 3 in order to cement the union be- 
which, with the diligence and in- tween both nations, and to pre- 
duftry peculiar to their country vent thofe jealoufies which were 
in that refpe&, they foon put in a too much to be apprehended on 
high ftate of defence. In a few both fides, iffued a requifition, in 
days after their arrival, they were public orders, to the American 
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officers, foliciting, and ftrongly 
recommending to them, the wear- 
ing of black and white cockades 
(the ground being of the firft co- 
lour, and the relief of the other), 
as a compliment to, and a fymbol 
of friendfhip and attention for their 
generous and magnanimous allies. 

It was, indeed, highly grievous, 
not only to native Engliffimen, 
but to thofe Americans, who, 
though equally determined upon 
liberty and independence with the 
moft violent, yet Hill looked wifh- 
fully forward, to the renewal of 
ancient amity, and friendly con- 
nexions, though upon equal 
terms, with the mother country, 
to perceive, not only the influ- 
ence which France was gaining 
in the counfels of America, blit 
the progiefs likewife which flie 
was continually making, in the 
opinion, and, it is to be feared, 
in the affeXions of the people. 

Admiral Arbuthnot had only 
four fail of the line at New York : 
fo that inftead of being able to 
cope with the French fquadtan, 
he was under an expeXation of 
being himfelf attacked in that 
harbour. This ftate of things 
T , was, however, foon 
, r 3 * changed, by the arrival 

of Admiral Graves, with fix fail 
of the line, from England. The 
Britiffi commanders, having now 
a decided fuperiority of force, loft 
no time, after the newly arrived 
fhips had repaired or fupplied the 
confequences of the voyage, in 
proceeding to Rhode Ifland, in- 
tending, after taking a near view 
of the fituation of the enemy, to 
aX as circurri fiances might invite 
or admit, whether with rcfpeX to 
a direX attack, or to the govern- 
ment of their future operations. 
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They foon difcovered, that the 
French were in fuch force, and 
had already put the fortifications 
in fuch condition, that an attack 
by fea was impraXicable. In the 
mean time. Sir Henry Clinton 
meditated a joint attack by fea 
and land ; a meafure, which it 
would feem, that the admiral did 
not approve of; or at leaft, that 
he did not heartily concur in. 
After fotne delay, occafioned by 
his not being furniflied in time 
with tranfports, the general, at 
lehgth, embarked 6000 of his bed 
troops, with which he proceeded 
as far as Huntingdon Bay in Long 
Ifland. Some unfortunate difa- 
greement began at this time to. 
appear, and continued long after 
to prevail, between the command- 
ers in chief by fea and land. Their 
difpatches teemed with ambiguity 
and jealoufy, which became more 
glaring by time. Diflike was 
rather more than hefitated ; and 
blame, on one fide at leaft, was 
more than once implied, if not 
direXly laid. In fine, it foon be- 
came evident, that they were little 
difpofed to mutual confidence, or 
concert ; and that the drained 
correfpondence between them, was 
rather the irkl'ome refult of necef- 
fity, than, the fpontaneous effeX 
of choice or inclination. Under, 
thefe untoward circumftances, the 
troops were re-landed at White- 
Stone. 

In the mean time, Wafhington, 
who was ftriXly attentive to all 
that was pafling, hoping to profit 
•of Sir Henry Clinton’s abfence 
with fo great a body of the troops, 
by fome rapid motions, fuddenly \ 
crofted the North River, at the 
head of 13,000 men, and marched 
direXly towards King’s Bridge,* 

with* 

■ t 
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with an apparent intention of 
attacking New York. The fail- 
ure of the expedition to Rhode 
I (land, and confequent detention 
of the troops, neceflarily fruftrat- 
ed this defign.. 

It does not appear probable, in 
the prefent view of things, that the 
expedition to Rhode Iiland, even 
fuppoling the molt chearful co- 
operation of the fleet and army, 
could have been attended with 
any fuccefs or benefit, fufflcient to 
counterbalance the danger to 
which it was unqueftionably liable. 
Betides the natural advantages of 
fituation which that ifland pof- 
feffes, and the flrength of its forts 
and batteries, the New England 
provinces were in readinefs to 
pour in their whole force to the 
lupport of the French. They 
were now impelled to aftion by 
other motives than thofe which 
ufually operated ; for they burned 
with eagernefs to have fo early, 
and what they deemed fo happy 
on opportunity of imprefling their 
allies with a high fenfe of their 
power and valour. Accordingly, 
upon the firft bruit of the defign, 
above 10,000 of their militia and 
fix-months-men, were fuddenly in 
arms, and advanced towards Pro- 
vidence 5 and it is not to be 
doubted but that number would 
have been far more confiderable 
if it had been actually carried into 
execution. With thefe direct im- 
pediments in the way of the de- 
lign, it will not be mppofed that 
New York, thus ftripped of its 
bed troops, and of the prote&ion 
of the fleet, could have been ex- 
empt from danger, under the vi- 
gorous attack intended by Wafh- 
ington. 

We haye feen in our latl vo- 


lume, the early fuccefs which had 
attended Don Bernard de Galvez, 
the Spanifh governor of Louiflana, 
in his unexpe£ted expedition a- 
gainft the Bntiih fettlements and 
forces on the Miflifippi. The fuc- 
cefs of that enterprize, with a 
knowledge of the weaknefs which 
the number of prifoilers he had 
taken, neceflarily induced in the 
defenfive force of the province, 
could not fail to extend his views 
farther 3 but ftill thinking himfeif 
too weak for the defigned pur- 
pofe, he concerted a plan of ope- 
ration with the governor of the 
Havanna, towards the latter end 
of the year 1779, in purfuance of 
which he was to be reinforced and 
fupported, by a confiderable em- 
barkation frorti that place, early 
in the prefent year. 

The appointed time being ar- 
rived, and de Galvez fiippoflng 
that the expe&ed force from the 
Havanna was of courfe on its way, 
and being himfelf impatient of 
delay, he embarked all the. force 
he was able to raife in his govern- 
ment at New Orleans, T 
and proceeded, under the 
convoy of fomelmall fri- ' 

gates and other armed veflels, on 
his expedition, expefting to be 
followed or met by the force from 
the Havanna, 

The delays, difficulties, and 
dangers, which they encountered 
gn the paflage to Mobille, would 
appear almoff incredible to thofe 
who confidered only the diftance, 
without taking into the account 
the ftormy difpofition of the cli- 
mate at that leafon, the danger- 
ous nature of that inhofpitable 
coaft, and the numberlefs fhoals 
which embarrafs, and nearly choke 
up the mouths of its vaft rivers. 

4 Aftej* 
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^iter a continual ftruggle with 
adverfe weather, and the various 
other impediments we have mem- 
tioned, for near a month, the 
better part of the fleet were driven 
a-fliore, and feveral of the veflels 
at length totally wrecked, in the s 
bay of Mobille. By this misforr 
tune the commander had the 
mortification of feeing all reafonr 
able hope of fuccefs apparently 
fruftrated j 8op of his men being 
paft away on a naked beach, with 
the lofs pf the greater part of their 
cloaths, apns, and neceflaries of 
pvery fort. 

The Spaniards bore their mis- 
fortunes with that patience which 
has at all times been a chara&er- 
iftic of their nation. Inftead pf 
flirinking under the difficulties 
and difcouragements they had ex- 
perienced, they endeavoured, fo 
far as it could be done, to convert 
their lofs into a benefit ; breaking 
up their wrecked veflels, and 
framing their timber and plank 
into ladders, and other machines, 
aieceflary for an efcalade ; as they 
had fuftained too great a lofs of 
artillery and other materials, to 
attempt a formal fiege. Thofe 
Ifeho had preferved their arms 
were obliged to divide them in 
fuch a manner as would render 
them mo ft ufeful, with thofe who 
had none $ and thofe who ftill re- 
mained unarmed, undertook the 
laborious fervice of tfie army. 

It happened very unfortunately 
on the fide of the Engiifh, who 
were befides far from ftrong, that 
an account of the Spanifh fhip- 
.wreck was received at Penfacola, 
with the additional falfehoods, that 
joo of their people had perifhcd, 
and that the expedition was en- 
tirely laid afide. 4 


The Spaniffi commander had no 
reafon to repent his perfeverance. 
He was ftrengthened by the ar-: 
rival of four armed veflels from the 
Havanna, with a part of the regi- 
ment of Navarre on board. Al- 
though thefe brought an account 
that the principal embarkation 
was ftill retarded, yet the arrival 
of fo many fhips and frefh men, 
with the artillery, ftores, and va- 
rious neceflaries which they were 
capable of fupplying, fuddenly 
caufed a new face of affairs, and 
afforded a renovatipn pf vigour 
and life to every thing. The 
former troops were fpeedily re- 
embarked, and after a further en- 
counter of other ftorms, iifficul? 
ties, and dangers, the « , 
whole were landed with- C ■ 2 
in three leagues of Mobille. 

Mr. Durnford, a captain of en- 
gineers, and lieutenant-governor 
of Weft Florida, commanded the 
poor garifon, which was to de- 
fend the fort, or caftle (as the 
Spaniards call it), of Mobille. 
This conlifted of 97 regulars of 
the 60th regiment; pf 16 loyal 
Marylanders, 3 artillerymen, 60 
feamen, 54 inhabitants, ,and 5 1 
armed negroes, which, with two 
fprgeons and a labourer, amount? 
ed to 284,* of all forts. The ene? 
my attacked the fort by fea and 
land $ and began to open grpund 
on the 9th of March. 

Qn the 12th of March the Spa? 
niards opened their battery, con- 
fining of eight 18 and one 24 
pounder. Their fire feems to have 
had fome confiderable effe<ft on 
the embrafures and parapets of the 
two faces which they attacked $ 
and two of the garrifon guns being 
difmounted, they at fun-fet hung 
out a white flag. The capitula- 
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lion was not, however, figned, 
until the 14th in the morning, 
when the fort was given up, and 
the garrifpn futrendered prilbners 
pf war. 

This furrpnder, which appeared 
inevitable, was however attended 
with circumftanees which render- 
ed it exceedingly vexatious . For 
Major General Campbell had 
inarehed from Penfacola, with (as 
the Spaniards fay) moo regular 
forces, and fome artillery, for its 
relief ; and was betides accompa- 
nied by fome Talapuche Indians ; 
a people, who, being exceflively 
ferocious and cruel, and the inve- 
terate and mortal enemies of the 
Spaniards, are by them regarded 
with 4 very peculiar dread and 
horror. The van ef Campbell'S 
force was arrived wjthin tight of 
the Spsnifh camp, at the very in- 
ftant that the fort was furrender- 
ed; and they accordingly ufed 
the utmoft expedition in taking 
poffefjion of, and covering them- 
lelves with the works, under the 
ftrong apprehention of an imme- 
diate attack, De Galvez boafted 
that the Britifh forces in the field 
. and garrifop were fuperior in 
numbers to his own ; and did not 
Icruple openly, to declare, that, 
with the fmalleft adtivity and vi- 
vacity in their works, the latter 
might have madd good the de- 
fence, until the arrival of the 
fuccour. 

It feems upon the whole face of 
the affair, as it appears at prefent, 
that the lieutenant-governor had 
t no£, from the beginning, the 
fmalleft idea of any .attempt being 
piade for the relief of the place ; 
and that he accordingly, from the 
firft appearance of the enemy, 
foptidefed its lofs as amatter of 
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courfe and inevitable neceflitv. 
The regular force was certainly 
fuch as to give little encourage- 
ment to a very vigorous defence* 
Thus the province of Weft Florida, 
with a weak and divided force, 
was reduced piecemeal, without 
its being able any where to make 
that effectual refiftance, which 
might have been expedted, if it 
had been concentered in fome one 
good point of defence. 

During thele tranfadtions on the 
continent of America, the Spani- 
ards lent out fo great a force to 
join the French in the Weft In- 
dies, as feemed fufficient to change 
the whole fortune of the war iu 
that quarter, and to threat the 
Britifh fleets and iflands with the 
mod imminent danger. In the 
latter part of April Don , 
Jofeph Solano failed from 1 
Cadiz upon that fervice, with 
1a fail of the lipe, and* leveral 
frigates, which convoyed a fleet 
of 83 tranfports, having eight 
regimenta of Spanifh infantry, of 
two battalions each, and a confi- 
derable train of artillery, on board ; 
the whole land force, including 
100 engineers, amounting to 
1 1,460 effedtive men. The iflalld 
of Jamaica was generally fuppofed 
to be the great objedt in view; to 
facilitate the redudtion of which, 
the giving of a decifive blow to 
Rodney by the way, would have 
been an ufeful, if not neccffary 
preliminary. 

It feemed to happen fortunate? 
ly, that the Cerberus frigate^ 
Capt. Mann, having fallen in with 
the Spahifh fleet at fea, and that 
officer judging rightly of their de- 
ftination, from their courfe and 
other circumftanees, he with great 
propriety confidered, that the pub- 
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lie utility, and the importance of 
the object, {hould fuperfede or fuj>- 
ply the defers of, at lead, general 
orders, and that no object of his 
cruize could poffibly ftand in any 
degree of comparative value, with 
the proper application of that 
knowledge which he had now 
accidentally acquired ; he accord- 
ingly inflan tly proceeded, with 
the utmoft expedition, to the Welt 
Indies, in order to communicate 
the, intelligence to Sir George 
Rodney. That commander, who 
was then at Carlisle Bay in the 
kland of Barbadoes, whither, we 
hare formerly {hewn, he had re- 
paired, after his lall a6tion with, 
and long purfuit of M, de Gui- 
chen, in order to victual, water, 
and refit his fleet, upon receiving 
this intelligence by the Cerberus, 
ufed the utmofl diligence in put- 
ting to fea in order to intercept 
the Spanilh fleet and convoy, be- 
fore they could join the French, 
who were then in Fort-Royal Bay, 
Martinique, and had not yet re- 
covered the effe&s of the late rough 
encounters. 

Nothing could have been more 
happy, fignal, or decifive in its 
confequences in this defign, if 
it had taken efleft. But the views 
and hopes of the Britifli comman- 
der were frullrated through the 
caution of the Spanifli admiral. 
Had he proceeded directly to 
Fort-Royal Bay, which was his 
object, and the appointed place of 
rendezvous to all his fquadron and 
convoy, he could Scarcely have 
avoided falling in with the Britifli 
fleet, the event would not ad- 
mit of a doubt. But Don Solano, 
apprehenfive, though not inform- 
ed of the danger, prudently flop- 
ped ihort on his approach to the 


neareft iflands, and difpatched an 
expeditious failing frigate, to in- 
form M. de Guichen of his fitua- 
tion, and to require a fpeedy junc- 
tion of the fleets where he then 
was. The French commander 
immediately failed from Marti- 
nique, with 18 (hips of the line, 
being all that were yet in readi- 
nefs, and keeping clofe T 
•to leeward of the iflands, une IO# 
joined the Spaniards under Domi- 
nique. 

The combined fleets, when all 
united, amounted to no lefs than 
36 fail of the line; which, with 
their combined land forces, form- 
ed fuch an apparent luperiority, 
as nothing in thofe feas or iflands 
l'eemed at all capable of relifling. 
The danger of Jamaica appeared 
to be great indeed ; and the other 
iflands, which are called leeward, 
from their lituation with refpetft 
to Europe and North America, 
though windward with refpeft to 
that, could fcarcely hope for any, 
other fecurity than what might 
arife from the purfuit of a greater 
obje6t. But it happened fortu- 
nately for the Britifli intereft, that 
this great hoftile force carried 
within itfelf the fources of in-> 
eflicaey, weaknefs, and decay. 
The Spanifli troops ' being too 
much crowded on board their 
tranfports, that clrcumflance ope- 
rating with the length of the 
voyage, the change of climate and 
diet, and above all, with their 
peculiar lazinefs, and want of 
wcleanlinefs, the whole of thofe 
combined caufes generated a mod 
mortal and contagious diforder, 
which flrft infe6ting their own 
feamen, at length fpread, though 
not entirely with lo fatal an effect, 
through the Frepch fleet and land 
fprcc$. 
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forces. Befides a great mortality 
on the paflage, the Spaniards had 
landed no lels than 1 200 tick, on 
their firft arrival at Dominique, 
and a much greater number after- 
wards, at Gaudaloupe and Mar- 
tinique. Thus the fpirit of en- 
terprize was not only damped, 
but fome part of the means were 
taken away. This in part ac- 
counts for their not having taken 
all the advantages againft us, that 
was dreaded from the junCtion of 
the fleets: but it does by no 
means clear the matter fufficient- 
ly. ~ It has been faid, that the 
Spanilh admiral had no orders to 
co-operate in any offenfive mea- 
fures with the French. This is 
not the only inftance in which 
the want of concert between thofe 
allies has faved Great Britain. 

Sir George Rodney, upon the 
junCtion of the enemy’s fleets* re- 
tired to Grofs-Iflet Bay, in St. 
Lucia, where he was equally well 
fituated, for obferving their mo- 
tions ; for counteracting, fo far as 
he was able, their defigns with 
relpeCt to the other iflands, when- 
ever they Ihould become manifeftj 
and for felf-defence, if their fu- 
periority lhould prompt them to 
venture upon an attack, 

The air and refrefhments of the 
French iflands, did not produce 
the good effeCts with refpeCt to the 
Spanilh fick, or in reftraining the 
progrefs and violence of the dif- 
order, which had been expeCted, 
or were even ufual, in fuch cafes. 
The diftemper was little lefs con- 
tagious or fatal than a peftilenee 5 
and if the mortality «was apparent- 
ly leflened, it leemed only to be 
reftrained by the decreafed num- / 
her of the victims. In thefe dif- 
treiling circumltances, the Spanilh 
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commanders re-embarked their 
people, and the combined fleets 
proceeded, before the middle of 
July, with the Spanilh convoy, to 
the weltward. It appeared after- 
wards, that M. de Guichen, hav- 
ing efcorted the Spaniards as far 
as the illand of St. Domingb, and 
knowing there was no enemy in 
the way, he left them to proceed 
fingly to the Havanna, while he 
put in himfelf at Cape Francois. 

In the mean time. Commodore 
Walfingham had arrived from 
England at St. Lucia, with a few 
lhips of. the line, and four regi- 
ments under his convoy for Ja- 
maica. The commander in chief, 
who was in the dark as to the 
defigns of the enemy, but inform- 
ed of their departure from Fort- 
Royal, failed with the whole 
fleet, as well to oblerve their mo 
tions, as to fee the convoy well 
on their way. Being foon fat is 
fled as to the immediate deflina- 
tion of the enemy, he dilpatched 
Admiral Rowley, along with Mi, 
Walfington and the convoy, to 
Jamaica ; thefe commanders tak- 
ing ten fail of the line along with 
them, to reinforce Sir Peter Parker, 
and thereby inlure the fecurity of 
that ifland. Sir George Rodney 
kept the remainder of the fleet, 
in order to obferve the future mo- 
tions of the enemy, and to cove^ 
the Leeward Iflands. 

The ficknefs among the Span- 
iards, with the apparent want of 
concert between the fleets, went 
far beyond, in their confequences, 
the immediate lcene, and near 
views of aCtion. In a word, they 
were the means of overthrowing 
the whole fcheme and defign of 
the campaign, not in the Welf 
Indies only, but in North Ame-* 
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rica like wife ; and feemed 'to 
change, in no fmall degree, the 
fortune and nature of the war. 

France had defigns for the ear- 
lier part of the campaign in the 
Weft Indies, in which the co- 
operation of Spain would be necefr 
fary. She concerted another with 
the Americans, which was to take 
place, on their fide, in the lat- 
ter ; ^nd both together went to 
the dire6t annihilation (and with 
a very Efficiently apparent force 
for the purpofe) of the Britifh 
power, in both parts, of the new 
World. The fuccefs of the fcheme 
was founded upon many ftrong 
^rounds of hope and expedtation ; 
T>ut like all .complex machines, it 
was liable to be difordered in the 
whole, by the failure only of fome 
of its parts. It was expedted that 
the great fuperiority ot the com- , 
bined fleets would have enabled 
them, without rnuch lofs or da- 
mage, entirely to crufh the Britifh 
naval force in the Weft Indies $ 
that, with the great land force, 
which it was fuppofed would be in 
their hands, the redudtion of Ja- 
maica would not be an objedt of 
much difficulty or delay 5 that 
fome or all of the fmaller iflands 
would follow of courfe ; but that, 
without fpending too much time 
upon .lefler matters, M. de Gui- 
chen lhould proceed with his 
whole force to the cfoafts of North 
America, where being joined by 
Ternay’s frefh fhips, and Rocham- 
beau’s frefh troops, they fhould, 
in concert with vVafhington, at- 
tack New York by fea and land. 
As the Americans would ftrain 
every nerve on the occafion, no 
doubt of fuccefs in that part of 
the defign could be entertained; 
and the redudtion of Lord Corn- 


wallis’s forces, with the driving 
of the Britifh finally from the con- 
tinent, were conftdered only as 
matters of courfe. 

It was undoubtedly in cdhfe- 
quence, and for the rounding and 
completion of this fcheme, that 
preparations were made by the 
Americans for a winter expedition 
to Canada, the conduct of which 
was to be committed to the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette. That officer 
publifhed accordingly a prepara- 
tory memorial addrefled to the 
French Canadians, and calling 
upon them by all the ancient ties 
of allegiance, blood, religion, and 
country, as well as by the natural 
and fervent defire of recovering 
their own freedom, to be in prepa- 
ration to aflift, join, and fupport 
him upon his arrival j but hold- 
ing out all the foverities of war, 
and all the terrors of military exe- 
cution, to thofe, if any fuch there 
could be, who blindly peryerfe to 
their own interefts, and forgetful 
of all thofe ties and duties, ffiould 
in any manner oppofe the larms, 
or impede the generous defigns 
of their deliverers. The failure, 
with refpedt to the grejft objedts 
of the defign, occafloned the lay- 
ing by for the present of this de- 
tached part. 

It is not to be wondered at, that 
the near contemplation of fuch 
vaft objects, and the flattering 
light in which they appeared, 
fhould wonderfully elevate the 
fpirits of the * Americans, and 
greatly invigorate their mealures 
and counfels. Wafhington’s ar- 
my was accordingly recruited and 
filled up with fuch diligence, that 
it was laid to exceed 20,000 men ; 
and the northern provinces were 
in readinefs to fond their militia, 
- and 
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and tvtry denomination of mili- 
tary, to take fhare, along with 
him and their French allies, in 
the final overthrow of New York . 
Nor was it even apprehended, that 
the failure of the preliminary, 
parts of the plan in the Weft In- 
dies, could at all have affe&ed the 
main object with refpedt to North 
America. 

But it was impoflible that any 
judgment formed at a diftance, 
could interfere with M. de Gui- 
chen’s knowledge of the ftate and 
condition of his own force. Be- 
sides the ficklynefs of his people, 
he was fenfible that his (hips had 
fuifered fo much by long fervice 
in the Weft Indies, as well as in 
the feveral engagements, that they 
were not by any means in a con- 
dition to encounter, either the 
rougbnefs of the fervice or of the 
climate, which they muft necefla- 
rily undergo in the North Ame- 
ricata campaign.” This know- 
ledge, and the determination found- 
ed upon it, were, however, ftri<$Uy 
referved to himfelf, or to thofe In 
his immediate confidence. And 
when he took a great convoy from 
the French iilands under his pro- 
tection, it was ftill thought or ex- 
pend on all hands, that as -loon 
as he had feen them fo far on their 
way as to be out of danger, he 
would then proceed to the coaft of 
America, for the accomplifhment 
of the proje&ed enterprize. But 
that commander proceeded direct- 
ly to Europe with his fleet and 
convoy ; and the bad ftate of his 
Ihips, when he arrived at Cadiz, 
futficiently juftrfied his conduct. 

Nothing was ever more galling 
to the Americans than this dii'ap- 
Pointment. It is even faid, that 
Washington himfelf could not 


entirely preferve that command of 
countenance, and equanimity of 
temper, by both of which he is fo 
much diftinguifhed. All the views 
of France and America, with re- 
fr>e6t to the campaign, were now 
finally fhut up ; and the force lent 
by the former to Rhode Ifland, 
with a view of general co-opera- 
tion, wa9 now reduced to aCt only 
upon the defenfive as a garrilbn. 
Undoubtedly Great Britain had 
a wonderful efcape from the dan- 
gers of the prefent campaign } and 
the ifland of Jamaica has expe- 
. rienced a lingular fortune, in the 
various hair-breadth rifques which 
file has encountered during the 
wan Through all this courfe of 
tranfaClion, the Admirals Arbuth- 
not and Graves kept the French 
fquadrpn as clofely blockaded at 
Rhode Ifland, as the advantage 
derived from the occafional fhelter 
of fome neighbouring iilands could 
afford, and the uncertainty of the 
winds and feas would admit. 

In the mean time. Sir George 
Rodney being aware of the origi- 
nal defign againft New York j 
and apprehenfive that both the Bri- 
tilh land and naval force would be 
entirely overwhelmed by the vail 
fuperiority of the enemy,, as foot* 
as he had received certain intelli- 
gence of the departure of M. de 
Guichen from Cape Francis, im- 
mediately failed himfelf, with 
eleven capital fliips, and four fri- 
gates, to their fuppofed alliftance 
and relief. Although he c 
found, foon after his ar- C P • 
rival at New York, that this ef- 
fort of zeal for the public fervice, 
which had arifen from the fpur of 
the occafion, might have been 
difpenfed with ; yet he difeovered 
in the end, that he had no caufe 

to 
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to regret the trouble which he had the unknown but dreadful calairfi* 
taken 5 as it proved the fortunate tv, which was to take place in the 
means of faving the fquadron un- Weft Indies, 
der his immediate command, from 


CHAP. III. 

Dreadful hurricane in the JVeJl Indies. DefiruBioh and calamity in Bar* 
badoes. St. Lucia, Granada , St. Vincents. Great Ioffes J'uJtained, and 
dangers encountered, by the Btitijh natal force in thofe feas. French 
ijlands. Humanity of the Marquis de Bouville. Hurricane in Jamaica . 
Town of Savannah la Mar overwhelmed. Large traH of rich country 
in a great meafure dejlroyed Dfflrejes and great Ioffes of the inhabi- 
tants. Bounty of the crown and parliament. Liberal benefactions of 
individuals . New fork. Ncgociatim between Sir Henry Clinton and 
the American General Arnold. Major Andre employ pd in the comple- 
tion of the fcheme Is taken in difcuife on his return from the American 
camp. Avows his name and condition in a letter to Gen. Washington. 
Gen. Arnold efcapes on board the Vulture Jhip of war. Various letters 
written, and means ineffectually ufed in order to face Major Andre from 
the impending danger. He is tned by a board of American General Of- 
ficers. His candour and magnanimity on the trial: is fentenced on his 
own confeJJioji , and the tejtimmy of the papers which were found upon 
him. liberality with which he was treated, and his fenfe of it. His, 
untimely death clofes the tragedy. Unufual fympathy which he excited 
in the American army. Gen. Arnold is appointed to a command in the 
Britijh anny. Fublijhes an addrefs to the inhabitants of America; 
and a proclamation directed to the officers and foldicrs of the continental 
army. 1 Dijlreffes in the American anny, andfome of their ccCufcs. 

T HE Weft Indies were now undiftinguifhed fuiy, yet the anti- 
doomed to experience the ent colony, and till then flourifhing 
weight of an enemy, far more ir- ifland of Barbadoes, was more 
refiftible and terrible, than any particularly the marked victim of 
which the malice, or power of its rage. The hurricane began in 
their own fpecies, could arm that iliand on the morning of the 
againft them. This was a hurri- ioth of October, 17805 and con- 
cane of fo dreadful a kind, that it tinued, with little intermiftipn, 
leemed to be rather one of the laft about 48 hours. In the afternoon 
pangs and convulfions of nature, of the firft day the fhips were 
than any of thefe culiomary exer- driven from their anchors, and 
tions, in which (he happily pro- obliged to encounter all the hor- 
duces general good, though at the rors of the molt outrageous fea that 
expence of fume partial evil, the oldeft leaman had ever beheld. 

Although this tremendous fcourge They could not, however, have 
of Providence feemed to fweep the envied, if they had known their 
leas and the land with wild and condition, the fituation of thofe 

whom 
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Whom they had left behind on 
fhore. 

In the courfe of that dreadful 
night, Bridge Town, the capital 
of the illand, was nearly laid level 
with the earth. The hiftory of 
the government houfe will give 
fome idea of the fate of the other 
buildings in that town, and of the 
ftate of their inhabitants. That 
building, which, from its unufual 
ftrength, feemed calculated to 
brave all the outrages of leafons, 
was nearly of a circular form, and 
its walls above three feet in thick- 
nels. No means were neglected, 
betimes in the evening, to bar- 
ricade the doors and windows in 
liich a manner, as Ihould render 
them proof to all- outward violence. 
But before ten o’clock the irre- 
liftible force of the tempeft burft 
its way through different parts of 
the houfe ; and having in fome 
time carried off the roof, and the 
ruins tumbling on all tides, the 
governor’s family were obliged to 
By for refuge to the l'outerrains ; 
but they were fbon driven from 
that alylum by the burfting in of 
the water, which, through the con- 
tinued torrents of rain that fell, 
threatened nothing lefs than a 
deluge. 

Nothing now remained but an 
endeavour to gain the fields; an 
attempt, than which, except their 
prefent fituafion, nothing could 
appear more dreadful « or danger- 
ous. It, however, fo far fucceeded,; 
that they gained fome temporary 
(helter, amongft the ruins of the 
foundation or platform, on which 
the flag-ftaff had been ereCted. 
But thefe, however mafly, become 
fo obedient to the increafed vio- 
lence and aflonifhing force of the 
wind, as, to threaten inftaat de- 


ftruCtion to the diftrefied fugitives, 
who were again compelled to en- 
counter all the open horrors of the 
tempeft. The governor, and fuch 
others as had ftrength and recol- 
lection enough to keep together, 
after being frequently blown down, 
and rolled about in the mire and 
wet, at length gained a battery, 
and took ihelter under the gun 
carriages ; where they fat in con- 
tinual opprehenfion of being crulh- 
ed to pieces, fo terribly Were the 
cannon moved by the ftorm. 

The other houfes of the town 
being much earlier deftroyed, the 
furviving inhabitants were of 
courfe expofed to the miferies of a 
longer night of continued danger 
and horror. Numbers were bu- 
ried in their houfes ; . and the 
dreadful uproar of the tempeft 
was intermixed with the groans of 
the dying, the cries of thofe who 
were incapable of dragging their 
maimed and wounded bodies from 
the ruins, and the fereams of wo- 
men and children, whofe fate 
feemed only to be deferred for 
greater horrors, whillt they were 
lamenting, or calling for help to 
their loft friends. 

The day-light prefented fuch a 
fcene of defolation as has feldom 
been equalled. That beautiful 
ifland, fo lately glowing in the 
richeft bloom and verdure of con- 
tinual fpring, now prefented the 
image of thofe broken and dreary 
polar regions, whofe difmal waftes 
are buried in eternal winter. The 
fmajler towns experienced a fimi- 
lar ruin with the capital.. It was 
laid, that not one houfe or build- 
ing in the ifiand, however ftrong 
or llieltered, was exempt from da- 
mage ; but that, in general, they 
were levelled to the ground, the 
planta^ 
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plantations deftroyed, and the pro- 
duce of the earth fo totally torn 
up and difperfed, as not to leave 
a trace behind. To increafe the 
calamity, mod of the living dock 
of the ifland, particularly of the 
homed kind, periflied. And re- 
putable and opuleht families were, 
in common with the mod indi- 
gent, expofed to the dill unex- 
hauded fury of the temped, withr 
out food^ raiment or cover. 

The lofs of human lives was 
great, even among the Whites 5 
but including the Blacks, amount- 
ed to fome thoulands. The nu ru- 
bbers could not, however be accu- 
rately edi mated. Befides thofe 
Who fell victims to the violence 
and inclemency of the weather, 
and whofe bodies were eafily 
found, many were entombed in 
their own houfes, and in the ruins 
of others, who could only be dif- 
covered by time. Many were 
whirled by the force of the temped 
into the tea 3 many carried off by 
the waves, which being driven 
over their cuftomary mounds in- 
vaded the {hore ; and perhaps not 
a fmaller number, by the torrents 
of frelh water which poured from 
the clouds. As. the fird obje£i of 
the furvivors, next to the provid- 
ing of immediate food and {belter, 
was the guarding againd a pefti- 
lence, by the fpeedy interment of 
thofe dead bodies which were eafi- 
ly found, their number was little 
attended to in that feene of hurry, 
didrefs, and confufion. 

Perhaps there is not in hidory 
a more extraordinary indance of 
the united force of the winds and 
waves, than was fhewn upon this 
eccafien, in the removal of a can- 
non of twelve pound ball, from 
th& fouth to the north battery : 


crSTEft, mu 

being a didance of one hundred 
and forty yards: a circumdance 
which we (hould hate been afraid 
of relating upon ahy left authori- 
ty than that of a public docu- 
ment, tranfmitted to the fecretary 
of date by the governor of the 
iiland. 

It happened mod fortunately* 
and probably faved Barbadoes from 
utter ruin, that Gen. Vaughan, 
with a confiderable body of troops, 
were then on the ifland. For be- 
fides that the Blacks were in a ra* 
tio of four or five to one with re- 
fpe& to the Whites, they were in- 
cumbered with above 800 prifon- 
ers of war; who,, as well as thfe 
word and mod dangerous members 
of their own community, were all 
fet at large by the dedra&ion of 
the prifons. The general’s houfe 
being early dedroyed, he and his 
family underwent a full {hare of 
the dangers and calamities of the 
night ; his fecretary ’s thigh was 
broken, and he did not elcape 
himfelf without many bruifes. 

Such are the happy effects of 
order and difeipline, that al* 
though the barracks and hofpital 
were blown down, the loft fudain- 
ed by the troops was very incon- 
fiderable ; and though the rapine' 
of the negroes during the general 
confufion, kept pace with the vio-' 
lence of the temped, yet the ac- 
tivity of the officers, and the ala- 
crity of the private men, fucceeded 
lb happily as nearly to fave all the 
dores and provifions dedined for 
the fervice of the army and navy. 
It was no left fortunate, at a time 
when famine was daring the whole 
ifland in the face, and that the 
mod dreadful confequences were 
to be apprehended from its effects 
upon the negroes, that the quarw 
. tity 
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tlty of the latter was very confi- 
derable. 

It fhould be remembered, to the 
honour and praife of Don Pedro 
St. Jago, a captain of the regi- 
ment of Arragon, and of the other 
Spanilh prifoners at Barbadoes, 
who were all under his immediate 
direction, that they aCted the kind 
part of friends, in (lead of behaving 
like enemies, or even with indif- 
ference, in this feafon of calami- 
ty; and that they omitted no la- 
bour or fervice within their pqwer, 
for the affiftance of the diffreffed 
inhabitants, and the prefervation 
of public order. 

The iflands of St. Lucia, Gra- 
nada, arid St. Vincent, were like- 
wife laid nearly defolate. In the 
firft, all the huts and barracks for 
the troops, as well as the other 
buildings of the ifland, were 
blown down. At Granada, the 
devaftation was proportioned to 
the fuperior cultivation and im- 
provement of that ifland ; and of 
St. Vincents, it was faid, that 
not a houfe was left Handing. Do- 
minique likewife fuffered greatly. 

Moft of the (hips of war were 
driven out to fea from St. Lucia, 
in the beginning of the hurricane. 
The Vengeance, which was moor- 
ed within the Careenage, a place, 
even till now, confidered as afford- 
ing the utmoff fecurity in all winds 
mid weather, was, notwithffand- 
ing that, and every immediate 
effort for her further fafetv, driven 
upon the rocks, and her efcape 
from utter deffnj&ion, exceeded 
all hope and expectation. . The 
tranfports, victuallers, and tra- 
ders, were at belt difmaffed, and 
moftly driven on fhore. 

Of the (hips of war which were 
driven out to fea, the Montague 
Vql. XXIV. 
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returned without luaff or bow- 
fprit Handing, and eight feet water 1 
in her hold— the Ajax, greatly 
damaged — The Beaver’s prize, of 
1 8 guns, was Wrecked on the back 
of the ifland, and all the officers , 
and crew, except 17 men, perilh- 
ed. The prefervation of the 
Amazon, after being overfet in 
the utmoH violence of the hurri- 
cane, notwith Handing the praifes 
juflly due, to the undaunted refo- 
lution, and the unequalled efforts 
and aClivity of the officers and 
crew, feems fo little fliort of being 
miraculous, that, at a greater 
diflance of time, it would have 
been deemed incredible.' The 
Andromeda and Laurel, of 28 
guns each, were not fo fortunate; 
they were both loH on the coaff of 
Martinique, none of the officers, 
and very few of the crews, being 
faved. The Deal Caffle, of 24 
guns, fuffered the fame fate ; and 
the Egmont, of 74, arrived at Ja- 
maica without a mafl, and in all 
other refpeCts little better than a 
wreck. 

The fquadron. under the com- 
mand of Admiral Rowley, which 
convoyed the Jamaica trade on its 
way to Europe, experienced no 
lels calamity, and luflained Hill 
greater lols. Of this fquadron, 
the Admiral, with five more, re- 
turned to Jamaica, moHly difmaff- 
ecj, and all difabled. The Ber- 
wick, being feparated, and dif- 
mafled, found it lefs difficult, or 
thought it lefs dangerous, to pro- 
ceed alonb to England, than to 
return. But the Stirling Caftle, 
of 64 guns, was totally loff.onjhe 
coaff of Hifpaniola, and only 
about 50 of the crew faved. The 
folitary fate of the Thunderer, of 
74 guns, ttnder the condnCt of 
[('] Corn- 
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Commodore Boyle Wallmgham, 
was ftill more calamitous ; flie be- 
ing lb completely fwallowed up in 
this eonffi6t of the elements, that ' 
no memorial or particulars of her 
Cfttaftrophe can ever come to light. 

The Phoenix, of 44 guns, SiT 
Hyde Parker, was wrecked on 
the ifland of Cuba; but the offi- 
cers, and molt of her crew, were 
happily faved. The Barbadoes 
and Vi6tor Hoops of war, with the 
Cameleon, Scarborough, and La 
Blanche frigates, became like- 
wife, upon different fervices, and 
•with a partial or total lots of men 
and officers, vi&ims to the rage of 
this merciless feafon. 4 

The French iffands, feem to 
have luffered even more than the 
Englilh, excepting only Barba- 
does. At Martinique, the beauti- 
ful town of St. Pierre, built upon 
the (bore, was faid t© have been 
entirely overwhelmed and wafhed 
away; and the town of Baflfeterre, 
in Giiadalcmpe, was reported to 
have {hared the fame fate. About 
fixty fail of tranfports from France, 
which had arrived that morning at 
Martinique, with ftores, and 
2, $oo troops* on board, were all 
driven out to fea: and both {hips 
and foldiers fuffered extremely. 
Several were entirely loft 5 and 
lome were taken, by thofe who 
had themfelves juft efcaped the 
danger, and who were ftill fuffer- 
ing under the eftedts of the com- 
mon calamity. The Experiment 
of 50 guns, and the Juno of for- 
ty, with fome other Royal French 
frigates, were entirely deftroyed*; 
and 19 fail of loaded Dutch vef- 
feis, were dalhcd to pieces on the 
ifland of Granada. Nor did the 
Dutch ifland of St. Euftatius 
efcape the general effedis of the 
hurricane ; the damage there 


being estimated at not lefs than 
150,0001. fterling. 

The humanity of the Marquis 
de Bouilk, affords fome relief to 
thefe foenes of horror and devalua- 
tion. That governor fent 31 Bri- 
tiftl failors (being the poor re- 
mains that were faved of the crews 
of the Laurel and Andromeda) 
under a flag of truce, to Com- 
modore Hotham, at St. Lucia, ac- 
companied with a letter or mef- 
fage, in which he declared, that 
he could not oonlider in the 
light of enemies men who had. lb 
hardly efcaped in a contention 
with the force of the elements ; 
but that they, having, in common 
with his own people, been par* 
takers of the fame danger, were, 
in like manner, entitled to every 
comfort and relief which could be 
given, in a fealbn of fuch univer- 
fal calamity and diftrefs. He only 
lamented, he faid, that their num- 
ber was fo fmall ; and particular- 
ly, that none of the officers were 
faved. Thus did that eminent 
commander, and magnanimous 
enemy, fuftain the high chara&er 
which he had fo juftly attained, as 
well with the Englifh as his own 
nation, in the courfe of the prefent 
war; and to which, or more pro- 
perly, to thofe gre&t qualities from 
which it is derived, he is perhaps 
no lefs beholden for fome of his 
acquifltions, than to the fupe- 
riority of his arms. 

When it is rccolle&ed that the 
hurricanes of this feafon fwept 
the coafts of Europe and America 
as well as the Weft Indies; and 
that even a beautiful part of the 
country, .on both frdes of the 
Thames, between London and 
Richmond, fuffered very much 
(about the time of the devaluation 
in the Leeward Iflands) by a hur- 
ricane 
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ficane of fo peculiar and dreadful 360 perfons, of all colours, perifh- 
a nature, as had not been fre* ed in this dreadful irruption. The 
qu^ntly experienced in this climate lea flowed up half a mile beyond 
add country, it will afford no its ufual fixed limits ; and fo fud- 
ckufe of wonder, that Jamaica den and unavoidable was the d&- 
fhonld partake deeply of the coih- flruflion, although it took place 
mon calamity. at noon day, that of the inhabi- 

The hurridne in Jamaica was* tants of cne gentleman’s houfe, 
however, different In many re* eonfifling of ten whites, and about 
fpe6b front the others. It Wai forty negroes, not a foul of either 
earlier in point of time by a week, fort efcaped. 
than that at Barbadoes 3 and was This was only the prelude to 
more complex, being accompanied immediate and more extenfive ci- 
ty an earthquake, and a moft ex- lamity. Where the fea, in its 
traordinary fwell of the fea, which prefent degree of force, could not 
rendered it ftiti more terrible, as reach, the buflnefs of dcflnttltoit 
well as fatal. But its effedts were was nearly as effe&uaUy carried oii 
happily more confined ; arid it by the fucceeding earthquake and 
feeras t6 have feden only the tip of hurricane. Between botH, fcarceiy 
its eaflem wing, which fwept' the a houfe or building of any fort was 
we&em point of that ifland. The left (landing in the two firfl pa* 
two large diftrife, which are call- rifhes we mentioned, any more 
ed parities, of Weftmoreland and than in a confiderable part of the 
Hanover, which include the whole two others j particularly that of 
breadth of Jamaica in its wefterrt St. James, which flood in the 
extreme, were accordingly the next degree of fuffering. A great 
principal victims of its rage ; al- number of the white inhabitants, 
though their neared eaflern neigh- and of necefflty, a much greater 
tyurs, in the parifhes of St. of the negroes, perifhed during 
James and Elizabeth, felt no fmall the courfe of the hurricane. The 
(hare of its fury. provifions Were entirely detlroyecTf 

WhiHl the unhappy inhabitants and the live Hock efcaped little 
of Savanna la Mar .{them a con* better. But the calamity was not 
derabie trading town bn the forith confined to the ?ruits of the earth, 
061 qd t ^ le Ilor to As immediate inhabitant*. 

' Weftmoteland parifh) The ^rich and cultivated foil, was 
Were gazing with adonifhment, in many places covered with heaps 
at foch a fwell of the fea and agi- of fterile matter, which could not 
Ration of its wave?, as had never he removed by any profitable la- 
been before beheld ; on a fudden, bour, and which it was not in the 
ft once, burfting through all power of culture to reclaim. Thus 
bounds, and furmounting all db- a people, who had generally been 
ftacles, it overwhelmed the town ; in a Hate of nigh affluence, were 
jmd fwept every thing away fo in an mflant reduced io the ex- 
completely upon its retreat, as not treme of waift and mifery. Their 
to leave the imalleft veflige of man, remote fitruation rendered their 
bead, or habitation, behind. About condition the ipore deplorable. 

[C] 2 Thws 
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There was no friend or kind neigh- 
bour to fly to for an afylum, where 
1 all were equally wretched. , 

The damage in the parifli of 
Weftmoreland ' only, was efti- 
mated at 950,0001. Jamaica cur- 
rency, amountingtonear 700,000!. 
fterling. In that of Hanover, one 
fourth part of the abfohite pro- 
perty, was faid to be loft for 
ever. The damage in the other 
two pariflies was very confider- 
able. 

The merchants of Kingfton, the 
metropolis of the ifland, gene- 
roufly fubfcribed io,oool. for the 
immediate relief of the unfortu- 
nate fufferers j the value of which 
was fpeedily tranfmitted to them, 
* in thofe articles of cloathing and 
provifion which were moft urgently 
neceffary. But the bounty of the 
crown and parliament of Great 
Britain, would afford a lading tef- 
timonial of the beneficence, libe- 
rality, and grandeur of this coun- 
try, if all other memorials of its 
generofity and greatnefs were, 
forgotten. In the height of a 
lofing and moft unfortunate do- 
raeftic and foreign war; a war, not 
lefs diftinguifbed from all others 
by the greatnefs of its Ioffes, than 
by its unparalleled expcnces ; yet, 
in this ftate of public and pri- 
vate calamity, the houfe of com- 
mons inftantly granted 8o,oool. 
for the relief of . the fufferers in 
Barbadoes, and 40,0001. for thofe 
m Jamaica. The generous bene^ 
fa£tions of individuals kept pace 
with the public munificence. 

Whilft the Weft-India iflands 
were doubly differing, under all 
the evils of war, and under fome 
of the greateft calamities of na- 
ture, the continent ot North Ame- 
rica enjoyed fome tolerable refpite 


from the one, and had pretty well 
efcaped the others Admiral Ar- 
buthnot ftill continued his ftatioii 
about Gardner’s Bay and Block 
Iflatid, to watch the motions of 
M. de Temay ; whilft the induftry 
of the French was quickened, in 
completing the fortifications, and 
increafing the defences of the har- 
bour, at Rhode Ifland, from an 
apprehenfion of the great fupe- 
riority of naval force, which the 
arrival of Sir George Rodney had 
thrown into the fcale on the Britifh 
fide. 

Whether it proceeded from a 
knowledge that the fortification? 
at Rhode Ifland were now ill fudn 
ftrength on the land fide, as to 
bid defiance/to any force which Sir 
Henry Clinton could with fafety 
draw from New York ; whether 
the harbour was fo well fortified as 
not to admit the approach of the 
fleet} or whether the feafon was 
fo far advanced, that it would not 
be prudent to expofe the (hips 
to the dangerous uncertainty of the 
weather, we do not know ; but, 
however it was, no attempt was 
made to derive any advantage from 
the prefent naval fuperiority. The 
critics upon military affairs, with 
whom New York, nearly from its 
firft coming into our hands, pecu- 
liarly abounded, were as bitter in 
their cenfures, and reviled the 
commanders with as little mercy 
and decency upon this occafion, 
as they had both themfelves 
and their predeceffors upon many 
others. 

During this apparent calm, and 
a fort of tacit ceifation of hoftility, 
produced only by the peculiar fitu- 
ation and circumftances of the par- 
ties on both fides, a fcheme of the 
utmoft importance was in agita- 
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tion, calculated, if it could have 
taken effe£t in its full extent, to- 
tally to change the face of affairs 
in America, and to bring the war 
to a fpeedy, if not immediate con- 
dufion. 

Every reader is fufliciently ac- 
quainted with the figure which the 
American general, Arnold, made, 
during the whole courfe of the 
war. In peaceful occupations he 
was hot fo happy. Retired from 
the army, on account of the wound 
he received in the caufe of Ame- 
rica, and which endeared him to 
that whole continent, he foon loft 
the affections of his countrymen, 
which he had purchafed at fo dear 
a rate. His conduct in the go- 
vernment of Philadelphia, to which 
he had been appointed upon the 
retreat of the Britifh army, was 
®f fuch. a nature, or fo reprefented 
by his enemies, as drew upon him, 
not only the odium of the inhabi- 
tants of that city, but of the pro- 
vince in general. He was charged 
with ©ppreffion, extortion, with 
exorbitant and enormous charges 
upon the public in his accounts, 
and with applying the public mo- 
ney and property to his own pri- 
vate ufe. Many of the particu- 
lars appear in the publications of 
the time/ . 

He appealed from the judgment 
of the commiflioners who had been 
appointed to infpeft his accounts 
(and who had rejected above half 
the amount of his demands) to the 
Congrefs; and they appointed a 
Committee, of their own body, to 
examine and fettle the bufinefs. 
Th* committee not only confirmed 
the report of the commiflioners, 
hut were of opinion, that they had 
allowed him more than he had any 
hght to expett or demand. Mr. 


Arnold (hewed himfelf highly ir- 
ritated by this determination ; and 
uttered inve&ives againft the Con- 
grefs, not lefs violent than thofe 
that he had before thrown out 
againft the commiflioners. 

He was, however, foon obliged 
,t0 abide the judgment of a court- 
martial, upon the various charges 
of malverlation in office, exhi- 
bited againft him by^the executive 
government of Philadelphia, as 
well on the grounds we have men- 
tioned, as on fome others. This 
court found his condu£t (in ge- 
neral terms) highly reprehenfible, 
and ordered that he fhould be re- 
primanded by General Wafhing- 
ton. This fentence gave no fatis- 
fa&ion to the accufers. They faid, 
that the confideration of General 
Arnold’s former fervices had ren- 
dered his judges too favourable. 
On the other fide, the party ac- 
culed attacked them as giving 
a general cenfure, becaufe they 
were refolved to find him guilty, 
and yet could fix on nothing 
fpecinc. 

He who had held fo large a 
fhare of popularity, could not but 
feverely feel, that lofs of public 
opinion and private efteem which 
he now experienced. He was not 
of a difpofition to be filent in fuch 
circumftances. He complained 
loudly 5 and made as little fcruple 
of charging his countrymen in 
general with ingratitude, as theic 
governors of injuftice, 

A calm, however, on all fides, 
feemed to have fucceeded to thefe 
violent ftorms. His favour with 
-General Wafhington feems to have 
continued ; and he was foon after 
his reprimand taken again into 
aAual fervice in the principal ar- 
my, in a fituation of confiderable 

[C] 3 wk 
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rank arid truft. In the temper of 
mind defcribed, and in that fitua- 
tkm, he carried on a negotiation, 
with Sir Henry Clinton for the 
purpole of returning to his al- 
legiance, and of delivering up the 
pbii -and part of the army which he 
commanded to that General. How 
the ice was firft broken, the nego- 
tiation conduced, or how long it 
had been in -agitation, are matters 
which do not appear, and are of 
little confequence. Its failure Was 
marked by the unhappy fate of 
Major Andre, adjutant-general of 
the Britifh army ; a rifing young 
pfficer of great hope, and of no 
common merit. 

This was the gentleman em- 
ployed, at lead, in the completion 
of the meafures taken in concert 
with Gen. Arnold. ObjeCts of 
vaft importance, will neceffarily 
occaiion a deviation from all gene- 
ral rules, if ^not from the princi- 
ples of aCtion. That now in view, 
was the mo ft momentous that 
could well be offered. It held out, 
along with the conclufion of a 
doubtful and dangerous war, no 
lefs than the final fubjugation, 
without condition or treaty, of the 
revolted American Colonies. It is 
not then to be wondered at, that 
the near apparent grafp of fo great 
a prize, fhould banifli all Idler 
cbnfiderations ; and prove fuch a 
fpur to enterprize, as no rifque, 
danger, or poflible confequence s, 
could be capable of ‘ counteracting. 
Andre, who by his open bravery, 
high ideas of candour, and diA 
dain of duplicity, was not fb fit 
for an employment, which along 
with great mechanical boldnefs, 
required a proportionable degree of 
difftmulation and circumfpeCtion, 
yet pofftffed other qualities, which 
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feemed fully to ceuritetfcalanec * 
that deficiency. His fidelity and 
honour were fixed and unalterable $ 
and thefe were qualities n6t much 
to be expeCted in thofe, who in 
other reipeCts might feem much 
fitter for the purpofe. • Refides, 
his place, character, and the con- 
fidence of tbecommander in chie£ 
which he was known fully 4 to poA* 
fe&, afforded a freight to his ne- 
gotiation, the want of which in 
meaner agents would have been at-, 
tended with many difficulties. 

The failure of the French fleet 
with refpeCt to the attack on New 
York, having overthrown all the 
fchemes of active operation on the 
fide of the Americans for the pre- 
fent feafon, Wafhington ffationed 
his army (which was now confj- 
derably reduced in number and 
ftrength) in the ftrong holds of the 
Highlands, on both fides of the 
North River, for the winter j where 
its fituation, befides fecurity, af- 
forded an opportunity of watching 
the motions of the Rritifh forces, 
and of reprelfing the incurfipna 
from New- York. In this arrange- 
ment of the American forces, the 
ftrpng and very important poft of 
Weft Point, with its neighbouriilg 
dependencies, and a wing, or very 
confiderable divifion of the army., 
were eritrufted to the cuftody and 
conduCt of Major-General Ar- 
nold. 

Wafhington’s abfence in Con- 
necticut, was probably deemed a 
favourable opportunity for the 
final completion of a negotiation, 
which it is evident had for fome> 
time been in haadv The Yulture 
floop of war had. been previously 
Rationed in the North River, at 
liidradi fiance from AwxM’&pfltffs, 
as, withqul exciting faction, 
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would, however, forve for carry- 
ing on the neceftary comnuini ca- 
tion. It appears likewise that a 
written carreipoiicknce, by other 
means, and through other chan- 
nels, had been carried on, between 
Arnold and Major Andr- 6 , at New 
York, under the borrowed names 
of Guftavus and Anderfoa. 

Tha outlines of the proje& 
were, that Arnold ftould make 
fuch a difpafition of the wing of 
the army under his commaudy as 
would enable Sir Henry Clinton 
completely te furprifce their flrong 
pofis and batteries, and throw the 
troops fo entirely into his hands, 
that they mull inevitably either 
lay down their arms, or be cut to 
pieces, on the fpot. Betides the 
immediate pofleffion of thole throng 
holds, thus cheaply obtained, and 
the cutting off io great a part of 
the enemy’s beft force, without 
lofs or difficulty, the confequences 
would have reached much farther \ 
for the remainder of Wafhington’s 
army, would then have been laid 
open in fuch a manner, to the 
joint exertion of the Britilh farces 
fey land and water, that nothing 
lefs than daughter, rout, dilper- 
fon, and final ruin, could have 
feeen the refult with refpetft to the 
Americans. Such a ftroke could 
not have been recovered. Inde- 
pendent of the lofs of artillery, 
magazines, and (tores, fuch a de- 
fhu&ion of* their whole difciplined 
force, and of molt, if not all of 
their beft. officers, muft have b tea 
immediately fatal. 

, The neoeflary arrangements be- 
ing made. Major Andre was land- 

S'fjbt 2I ed at ™S ht from the 
* * (loop of war, without 

the American paljs* where he 
found* Arnold waiting . for- him 
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on the (hove. The latter convey* 
ed him jnto camp j where he con- 
tinued with him, during that 
night and the following, day. In 
that time it was very unfortunate- 
ly found neceflary to change the 
Britilh uniform of his regiment, 
which he had hitherto worn under 
a fortout coat, for fome common 
drefs. From fome alarm, appre-- 
henlions, or caufes. Which do not 
appdaf, Arnold could not fuldi 
his promil'e to Andre, of (ending 
him back, by the lame way that 
he came, in* order to get on board 
the Vulture. On the contrary, 
he was conveyed the fecond nighty 
through a remote part of the campy 
and then left to purfue a journey 
of fome length, and alone, to 
New York. He was, however, 
furn idled with a horfe, and with 
palfports from Arnold; and being 
now quite clear of the different 
guards and polls of the camp, alt 
of which he had pafled under the 
name of Anderlhn, he could not 
but think himfelf in tolerable 
fafety. 

But fortune was not in fo fa- 
vourable a mood. In pdffing 
through a place called Tarty 
Town, on the following day, he 
was ftopt by three young volun- 
teers or militia men, who do not 
foem to have been upon any parti- 
cular ferviee or 4uty. His pall- 
port feemed at finfo to produce its 
intended- effe <51 ; and after a perulal > 
they fullered him to proceed with- 
out farther trouble. But he had 
not palfed many yards, when one 
of them* upon a little recollec- 
tion, was fo forcibly ftruck, by 
the impreftion of fome particu- 
larity, which he conceived he had 
perceived in the ft rangers manner 
or conn tenancy that he peremp- 
[C] 4 torily 
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^orily infifted with his companions, 
upon their examining him more 
ftri£tly. This recolle6lion was 
decifive and fatal. Andre was 
not ufed to, nor prepared for fuch 
encounters. Or, as. he laid him- 
felf in his letter to Wafhington, 
“ I was too little verfed in de- 
f‘ ception, to pra£ti£e it with any 
“ degree or hope of fuccefs.” 
He offered the captors a confi- 
derable purfe of gold, and a very 
valuable watch; for letting him 
pafs 3 ’ and it would appear from 
the American accounts, and in- 
deed feems confirmed by the very 
high praifes which they bcftowed, 
upon the virtue and patriotifm, as 
they called it, of three fimple 
young men, in thehumbleft walks 
of life, who nobly difdained, be- 
tides the immediate temptation, 
th^ very fafcinating offers of per- 
manent provition, and even of 
future promotion, which were 
made them, on condition of their 
conveying and accompanying the 
major to New York. 

Upon Andre’s firft* examina- 
tion, he* ftill fupported the name 
and fuppofed chara6ter of Ander- 
fon, a real or imaginary inhabi- 
tant of New York 3 and though 
the papers that were found in his 
tx>ot, fubje6led him to inftant exe- 
cution, in the ufual fummary way 
pra&ifed with fpies, yet he no- 
bly chofe to encounter that im- 
mediate danger, and ignominious 
fate, rather than let any thing 
pome out which could involve 
Arnold, until he had time to pro- 
vide for his fafety. The papers 
were all in Arnold’s hand-writing, 
and contained exa& returns of 
the tiate of the forces, ordnance, 
and defences, at Weft Point, and 
its dependencies, .with the artil- 


lery orders, critical remarks on 
the works, an eftimate of th© 
number of men that were ordi- 
narily on duty to man them, and 
a copy of fome very interefting 
matters, which had been lately 
laid before a council of war by the 
commander in chief. 

Several circumftances attending 
this tranfa&iori were highly for- 
tunate to Arnold. Particularly 
the delay occafioned by its hap- 
pening at a diftance from the 
camp ; as well as through the 
ijidecition, which fo new and ex- 
traordinary a cafe, that feemed 
beyond their reach and authority, 
neceflarily produced in thofe in- 
ferior officers, or country magif- 
trates, by whom Andre was tirlt 
examined. 

General Wafhington returned 
from Conne&icut, about noon on 
the 25th 3 Andre having been then 
full 48 hours in cuftody, without 
any knowledge of the tranfaCfion 
having yet reached the camp. At 
Arnold's quarters, the general was 
informed that he had been out for 
fome hours, and was luppofed to 
be gone to Weft Point, whither 
he accordingly went, and difeo- 
vered to his furprize that he had 
not been there that day 3 this 
was, however, increafed upon his 
return, when he found that he 
was (till abfent from quarters. 
But every thing now was upon 
the point of being cleared up. A 
packet arrived^ with an account 
of the capture of John Anderfon, 
and enclofing the papers which 
were found upon him 5 accom- 
panied likewife, with a letter 
from the prifoner himfelf to the 
general. He was now alio in- 
formed, that Arnold had received 
a letter, which threw him intp 
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fome vifible degree of agitation, 
juft before his departure from 
quarters in the morning. Wafh- 
ington immediately iiTued orders, 
to prevent, if poflible, his efeape ; 
but it was then too late ; for 
Arnold, upon the difcovery of his 
danger, without even waiting to 
fecure or deffroy his papers, had 
abandoned every thing 5 and pro- 
ceeding down the river, under the 
cover of a flag, v/as then fafe on 
board the Vulture fhip of war. 

The vindication of his honour, 
and hot the prefervation of his 
life, was the great object with 
Andre, in his letter to Wafhing- 
ton; in which he avowed his name 
and character. The imputation 
of treachery, and the dread of 
being confidered in the bafe con- 
dition of a fpy, were worfe to 
him than death. He accordingly 
laboured to (hew, that he did not 
properly come within that defcrip- 
tion; that he had held a corre- 
fpondence with a perfon under the 
orders of 1 his general ; that his in- 
tentions went no farther, than the 
meeting of that perfon on neutral 
ground, for the p/urpofe of intel- 
ligence ; but that he was circum- 
vented or betrayed, within *he 
American pofts ) and that being 
then in faCl a prifoner, he was 
obliged to fubmit to fuch meafures 
as were concerted for his efeape, 
by quitting his uniform ; and thus 
Was forced into the condition of aq 
enemy in difguife. His only fo- 
licitation was, that to whatever 
rigour policy might devote him, 
a decency of treatment might be 
obferved, which would mark, that 
though unfortunate, he was brand- 
ed with nothing difhonourable, 
and that he was involuntarily an 
jmpqftor.«*In a word; his enemies 
* 


acknowledged, that the letter was 
conceived, in terms of dignity 
without infolence, and of apology 
without meannefs. 

Wafliington had immediate mea- 
fures to take, in order to proteCfc 
his camp and works from the un- 
known, but poflible confeqncnces 
of General’s Arnold’s defertion ; 
nor could he be entirely free from 
apprehenfion, that the treachery 
had fpread farther than he was yet 
aware of. It loon appeared, how- 
ever, that he had no party in the 
army to fupport his defign ; and 
that if he had any confidents or 
aflociates, they were few in num- 
ber, and men of no great confe- 
quence. But though the defign 
was defeated, the idea was alarm- 
ing in point of precedent ; and 
the contagion of example was dill 
to be dreaded. 

Arnold wrote a letter to Wafli- 
ington, from on board the Vul- 
ture, on the very day of his 
efeape. In this, he does not en- 
ter much into any defence or ex- 
planation of his conduCt, but 
feems to reft fatisfied in an in- 
ternal confcioufnefs of reCtitude. 
He declares, that the love of his 
pountry, which had been the rul- 
ing principle with him through 
the whole conteft, had operated 
equally upon him in his prefent 
conduct, however inconfiftent it 
might appear to the world, who 
(he obferves) very feldom judge 
right of aqy man’s actions.' — But 
the great objeCt and defign of his 
letter, was to intereft Washington ’s 
humanity in the protection of 
Mrs. Arnold, from the miftaken 
vengeance of his country 5 that, 
he faid, ought . to fall only upon 
himfelfj for the (he exclaimed iq 
Jhe language of paflion) “ is as 

good 
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good and as, innocent as an angel, 
and La incapable of doing wrong.’* 

On the fame day. Col. Robin- 
fon,‘ who was likewife on board 
the Vulture, and leems fo far to 
have accompanied Andr6 on this 
enterprize, lent a .letter to Wadi-, 
ington, reclaiming him on the 
following grounds, viz. That he 
had gone under the protection of 
a flag, upon public bufinels. with 
Gen. Arnold, and at his parti- 
cular uequeft; that he likewife 
had his licence and patfports for 
returning to New York ; that 
every ftep he had taken, and even 
that of illuming a feigned name, 
had been under the direction of 
Arnold, which of courfe freed 
him from any cenfure in the 
tranfa&ion ; and that, under thefe 
circumflances, his farther deten- 
tion would be a grofs violation of 
the fanCfion due to flags, and con- 
trary to the eilabiilbed military 
cuftows and ulkges of all nations. 

The following day brought a 
letter from Sir Henry Clinton, 
reclaiming Andr6 upon the fame 
grounds, of a flag, paflborts, his 
own permiflion, and Arnold’s re- 
quell. ft likewife contained an 
inclofure from Arnold to Sir Hen- 
ry, dating the circumflances, as. 
ic wilhed them to be underdoodj 
afluming to himfelf the whole 
guidance and. direClicm of An- 
dre’s conduCl, and confequently 
as being only refponfible for 
thofe parts of it that appeared 
moll unfavourable in his prefent 
Iftuaiion ; and drongly averting 
his own right at that time, as 
acting in the American fervice, 
and beings commanding general, of 
''Weft Point and its . dependencies* 
to fend Ins flag of truce for An- 
dre, to. afior&ihira protection by 


his paflports and othepwife, and 
to return him, by fuch.way, and 
in fuch manner, as (bould, to 
himfelf, appear mod convenient 
or proper. 

In the mean time, Wafhington 
had appointed a board of fourteen 
general officers* of whom were 
the two foreign majors general, 
the Marquis de la Fayette, and 
the Baron de Steuben, with the 
aflidance of Laurence, the judge 
advocate general, to examine into, 
and to report* a precife date of 
Andre's cafe j to determine what 
light he. was to. he conlidered in, 
and to what punilhment he was 
liable. 

terfuge and evahon, and only 
dudying, by the magnanimity, 
which he Ihould now diiplay, 
and the intrepidity with which he 
would encounter rhe expected len- 
ience, to throw fuch a ludre over 
his character, as might prevent the 
fmalleft (hade of that imputation 
which he fo much dreaded, vo- 
luntarily contdled more than be 
was alked ; and iought not to 
palliate any thing that related to 
bimfelf, whilft he concealed with 
the mod guarded and* fcrupuloua 
nicety whatever might involve 
others. He acknowledged, — that 
the boat in which he came on 
ftiore carried no flag y — that he 
wore a furtout coat over his regi- 
mentals ; — that although it was 
underftood when he Left the Vul- 
ture, that he Ihould return that 
night, it was, afterwards doubted ; 
but that he was promifed to be 
concealed on Ibore, in a place of 
fafety, until the following night, 
when he was to return *by the^ 
fame way. tliat he came. He like- 
' wife 


Digitized by 


y Google 



' HISTORY o 

wife acknowledged his change of 
drefs in the camp $ with all or 
mod of the other circum dances 
which we have already dated ; a & 
well, as that Arnold's papers were 
found concealed in his boot ; and 
that a letter from New York, 
figned John Anderfon, was his 
own hand-writing. Being inter- 
rogated by the board, with re- 
lpeft to his conception of coming 
on Ihore under the fan&ion of a 
flag, he, with a noble frank nefs, 
laid, that it was impofliblc for 
him to fuppofe he had come on 
feote under that fan&ioa ; adding, 
that if he had, he Certainly might 
have returned under it. 

The board were exceedingly 
ftruck with his candour and mag-* 
nanimity ; and diffidently Shewed 
how much they felt for bis (itua- 
rion. Befides every poffible mark 
of indulgence, and the utmoft at- 
tention and politenefe, they treated 
him with fb fcrupulous a delicacy, 
as to defire at the opening of the 
examination, that he would not 
anfwer any interrogatory what- 
ever, which could at all embar- 
rafs his own feelings. Andre 
was himfelf deeply fenftble of the 
liberality of their behaviour, par- 
ticularly in Bits lad indance ; and 
declared to a gentleman (who we’ll 
feppofe to be an American officer) , 
feat he flattered himfelf he had 
never been illiberal ; but that if 
there were any remains of pre- 
judice in Sis mind, his prefent ex- 
perience mutt obliterate them. 

The board did not examine a 
Angle witnefs 5 but founded their 
report merely upon hie own con- 
fcffion. In that, after a recital 
of a -few of the principal fa&s, 
pffticularly bis paflingy under a 
Wpwd name, and in a difguifed 
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habit, their works at Stoney, and 
Verplanks Points, on the evening 
of the aad, they then declare, 
that Major Andrfc, adjutant ge- 
neral to the Britiih army, ought to 
be confidered as a fpy from the 
enemy ; and that, agreeable to 
the law and ufage of nations, it 
is their opinion, he ought to 1'uffer 
death. 

Wafhiugton wrote a fhort an- 
fwer to Sir Henry Clinton, on thfe 
day ^fter the fentence, in which 
he dated, that although Major 
Andre had been taken under luch 
circumdances, as would havejnf- 
tified the mod fumraaty proceed- 
ings againft him, he had, how- 
ever, determined, to refer his 
oafe to the examination and de- 
ciflou of a board of general of- 
ficers, whofe report, founded on 
his free and voluntary confelfio® 
and letters, was enclofed. That 
from thefe proceedings it was evi- 
dent, that Major Andr6 was em- 
ployed in the execution of mea- 
fures very foreign to the objects of 
flags of truce, and Rich as they 
were never meant, in the mod 
didant degree, * to authorize or 
countenance 5 and that gentleman 
himfelf had with the greateft 
candour confeifed, it was im pof- 
fible for him to fuppofe, that he 
camera fhore under the fan&iou 
of a fiag. 

This drew another letter from. 
Sir Henry Clinton ; who, under 
a prefumption, that the board of 
general officers could not hhve 
been rightly informed of all the 
circumdances on which their judg- 
ment ought to be founded, pro- 
posed to fend Lieut. Gen. Ro 
bertfon/ the governor of New 
York, and two other gentlemen*, 
as well to give his excellency a 
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true ftate of fa6ts, as to explain 
and declare to him his own fenti- 
ments and refolutions upon the 
iubjeft. The gentlemen were to 
♦be at Dobbs Ferry on the fol- 
lowing morning, to wait for Gen. 
Wafhington’s permiffion and fafe 
conduct, and to meet himfelf, or 
whoever elfe he fhould appoint, 
in order to converfe upon the fub- 
He particularly urged it, 
as 1 a matter of the higheft fo- 
ment to humanity, that the ge- 
neral fhould fully underftand the 
whole date of the bufinefs, before 
he proceeded to cany the judg- 
ment of the board into execution. 

Gen. Qreene, the prefident of 
the late board, was appointed to 
meet Robertlbn 5 but his compa- 
nions, Mr. Elliot, the lieutenant 
governor, and Mr. Smith, the 
chief juftice'of the province, were 
not permitted to come on fhore. 
Gen. Robertlbn ufed his utmoft 
ingenuity in this conference, upon 
the grounds which we have al- 
ready feen, to fhew, that Andr6 
did not come within the charabler 
and defcription of a fpy $ dwell- 
ing particularly on ' his going 
afliore under the lan&ion of a 
flag ; and that being then in Ar- 
nold’s power, and . in effebl a pri- 
foner, he was not accountable |br 
his fubfequent actions, which were 
all compulfoiy. 

As Greene was far from admit- 
ting either his fa6ts or conclufions, 
Mr, Robertlbn wiflied, that in an 
affair fo interefling to humanity, 
and of fo much confequence to 
both armies, as well as to his 
friend, who was-fo immediately 
concerned, the opinions of dif- 
interefted gentlemen, who were 
yerfed in the laws of war and na* 


tions, might be taken on the fab-* 
je6l j and he propofed Gen. Knyp- 
haufen, and the French General 
Rochambeau, as proper perfons to 
whom the bufinefs might be re- 
ferred. * 

Humanity was the lafl firing 
touched ; but on which more 
hope feemed to be refled than any 
other. He faid, he wifhed an in- 
tercourfe of fuch civilities be- 
tween the contending parties, as 
might leflen the horrors of war $ 
quoted intlanCes of Sir Henry 
Clinton s merciful difpofition, and 
faid that he had never put any 
perfon to death for, a breach of 
the laws of war, although he now 
had, as well as at former times, 
many labouring under that pre- 
dicament in his power. He held 
Out, that Major Andre poflefied 
a great (hare of the general’s 
efleem ; and that he would be 
infinitely obliged for his libera- 
tion j and he offered, if the for- 
mer was admitted to return with 
him to New York, to engage, 
that any perfon whatever who 
was named, fhould be fet at li- 
berty in return. He obferved, 
that under the prefent circum- 
llances, much good might arife 
from humanify, and much evil 
from the want of it. 

Previous tp this meeting, Ar- 
nold had wriiten a fecond letter to 
Gen, Wafhihgton ; which con-, 
tained a declaration, that he con- 
fidered himfelf no longer as ail- 
ing under the Congrefs $ and that 
his commiflion, which lay among 
his papers at Weft Point, might 
be difpofed bf as he thought 
proper. In this, as in the for- 
mer, he took no fmall pains to 
convince that commander, of the 
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finceri ty, as well as -of the inva- 
riable nature, of his attachment to 
the true interefts of his country. 

Gen. Robertfon prefen ted now 
alfo, a long letter from him, 
tending to the exculpation of 
Major Andre, by rendering him- 
felf the author of every part of 
his conduft ; and particularly in- 
filling, on his coming from the 
Vulture, under a flag which he 
had fent for the purpofe. After 
a long ftatement and reprefenta- 
tion of circumftances, he de- 
clared, that if the* board of ge- 
nerals lhould notwithftanding ad- 
here to their former opinion, he 
fhould fuppofe it dictated by paf- ' 
fion and refenlment ; and if that 
gentleman fhould fuffer the fe- 
verity of their fentence, he fhould 
think himfelf bound by every tie 
of duty and honour, to retaliate 
on fuch unhappy perfons of their 
army as might fall witfiin his 
power, fo that the refpedfc due to 
flags, and to the law of nations, 
might be better underftood and 
obferved. — He alfo obferved, that 
forty of the principal inhabitants 
of South Carolina had juflly for- 
feited their lives, which had hi- 
therto been only fpared through 
the clemency of Sir Henry Clin- 
ton j but who could no longer, in 
juftice, extend his mercy to them, 
if Major Andre fuftered : an 
event, which would probably 
open a feene of bloodfhed, at 
which humanity mull revolt. — 
He adjured Wafhington, by his 
own honour, and for that of hu- 
manity, as well as from his love 
of juftice, not to fuffer an unjuft 
fentence to touch the life of An- 
dr6. But if that warning fhould 
be difregarded, and Andre not- 
withftanding fuffer, he called hea- 


ven and earth to witnefk; that he 
alone would be juftly anfw'erablc 
for the torrents of blood that 
might be f£ilt in conlequence. 

It may well be doubted, whe- 
ther any thing at that time could 
have increafed the danger of the 
unhappy predicament in which 
Andre already flood; and Gen. 
Arnold’s interpofition muft have 
been well intended; but letters 
frbm him, in the then ftate of 
things, it was evident could be of 
little fervice. 

The fucceeding day 
was to ciofe the tragedy. 

Andre was fuperior to the terrors 
of death ; but that difgraceful 
mode of dying, which the ufage 
of war had annexed to his un- 
happy fituation, was, to him,- in- 
finitely dreadful. He equally 
wifhed to die like a foldier, anii 
that, fo far as it was poflible, 
every trace and memorial of the 
caufe which led to his fall might 
be erafed. He had accordingly 
written a pathetic letter, fraught 
with all the feelings of a man of 
fentiment and honour, to Wafh- 
ington, imploring a mitigation in 
that refpeft. How far a relaxa- 
tion of the rigid maxims and 
ufages of war, might upon this 
occafion with propriety have been 
indulged, is a quellion that in- 
volves too many confiderations, 
for us to enter into. But as it 
was not deemed fitting to grant 
the requeft, it was thought hu- 
mane to evade giving a dire6b an- 
fwer. He encountered his fate 
with a compofure, dignity, and 
fortitude, which equally excited 
the admiration, and melted the 
hearts of all the fpe&ators. 

The fympathy which Andre ex- 
cited in the American army, is 
perhaps 
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perhaps unexampled, under any 
fimilar circum fiances. It was laid, 
that the whole board of general 
officers fhed tears* at the time of 
drawing up and figning the re- 
port j and that even Waftiington’s 
eyes were not dry, upon hearing 
the circumftances of hii death. 
His firft requeft to that com- 
mander, of being treated with 
the diftinftioa due to his rank and 
chara&ei', without regard to hia 
then apparent condition, was, in 
every inftance, excepting only 
what related to the mere manner 
of dying, mod fully complied 
with. All thofe about him, or 
that he ever faw, treated him with 
the mod marked attention, with 
the greated tendernefs, and the 
mod fcrupulous delicacy. The 
account of him given by Col. 
Hamilton, aid de camp to Wash- 
ington, feem6 rather the elegant 
eulogium of a warm friend, than 
the narrative of an enemy, de- 
feribing the confequences of an 
attempt which he could not but 
abhor, and which in its fuceefs, 
would have gone to the deduc- 
tion of himfelf, his party, and 
friends. 

This facrifice,' which, in their 
Situation, it is probable the Ame- 
ricans thought abfolutely necef- 
fary, .concluded this unfortunate 
tranfaftion. Wafhington tranf- 
mitted Mrs. Arnold to her huf- 
band at New York; who found 
himfelf obliged to acknowledge 
in one of his letters, the protec- 
tion and kindnefs which die had 
received from that commander, as 
well as the obligations Ihe was 
under to the gentlemen of his 
family. He likewife fent him his 
cl oaths a* id baggage, which Ar- 
nold h 1 : for. But with 


refpeft to all other matters, hiS 
letters were pafled over without 
the fmalled notice. 

The failure of Arnold’s grand 
project,* the unhappy event of 
which it was productive (and 
which deeply affefted the whole 
Britiflt army)* with the other pe- 4 
culiar circumdances in which he 
was involved, feemed to render it 
indifpenfably necedary, that he 
fhould either perform fiich fignal 
fervice, as would ferve to fpread 
a luftre upon his prefent fituation> 
or at lead take fuch irreconcile- 
able meafures with refpeft to his 
old friends, as fhould convince! 
his new, that he left no room 
open for a future retreat. He 
was made a brigadier general in 
the Britifh army in America ; and 
it was hoped, that with the aid ©f 
the loyalids, and the difeontented 
of all forts, under the allurements 
of Britifh pay and promotion, ha 
could raife a confiderable body of 
forces, to aft under his own fe-> 
parate command. If this could 
be campaded, he might again ap- 
pear with eclat in the field, jufc 
tify his defeftion By fuceefs, arid 
by fplendid aftion, difpel the 
clouds which hung upon his cha* 
rafter. 

His fird public meafure, was 
the idiiing an addrefs direfted to 
the -inhabitants of America.— In 
this pieee, he takes a review of 
his own former conduft, affigns 
the motives on which it was 
founded, and then judifies his 
prefent, by declaring thofe which 
had induced him to join the king’s 
arms. He had firft encountered 
the dangers of the field upon a 
conception, that the rights of his 
country were in danger, and that 
duty and honour called him to 
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ter •defence. A redrefc of grie- 
vances was Ms only objeft. He 
hewever acqunelced in the decla- 
ration of independence, although 
he thought it precipitate. Btft 
the many planfible reafons which 
were urged to jwftify that mea- 
fure,* could no longer drift, when 
Great Britain, with the open 
arms of a parent, offered to«fia- 
braee them as children, and to 
grant the wilhed-for redrefs. 
from the nrfofal of thofe pro- 
pofafe, and the pretended French 
alliance, which was made the 
ground of that vefufal, aid his 
ideas and opinions, with refpe& 
to the juflice nnd policy of the 
war, were totally changed ; and 
he from thence became a confirmed 
tyaltft. 

He throws a vaft Weight of 
cenfcwe upon the Gongrefs, their 
teriera at large, and that dafs of 
tndefincd men, who are faid to 
bt criminally protracting the war, 

’ from fimfter views, at the ex- 
pence of the public in tereft. He 
talks of the thousands who are 
fofiering under the tyranny of the 
nfurpers in the revolted provinces. 
He repeats many of the argu- 
ments wjpch had been ufsd by 
die late commitfiorrers in Ame- 
rica, and by the writers at that 
time on the BritHh fide, to lliew 
the impolicy, tyranny, an 4 in- 
jaftiee, which, along with a fove- 
reign contempt of the people, had 
operated on the ruling powers, in 
Audioufly neglecting to take their 
collective fentiments on the Britifh 
propofals of peace: and likfewife 
to fbew, that the treaty with 
France was nod then by any paeans 
binding. He equally attacks 
France, and condemns the alii- 
tore i laments that the great in- 
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terefts of that country weft don- 
gerouily facrificed, to the partial 
views of a proud, atttient, and 
crafty foe ; calls her offers «#fi- 
dioos ; regards her as too feeble 
4o eftablith their independency ; 
•charges her with being the enemy 
of the prote&mt faith 5 and w irk 
fraudulently avowing an affe&ioft 
for the liberties of mankind, while 
fire holds her native ions in vant- 
age and tkrvery. 

He leemsto think that a great 
multitude, if not the body of the 
people, hold the fame fentUnetft& 
with wiped to public affairs, 
Which he has hirnfetf now av 6 wed ; 
and to account for his hiving ri> 
Jong a 6 ted dire&ly contrary to this 
avowal, he openly acknowledges, 
that in thofe principles, he had 
only retained Ms amts and com- 
mand, for N l'uch an cpjrOrtunity as 
he thought fitting for litrrendoring 
them to Gtfeat Britain ; and that 
(according to his own explanation). 
“ in concerting the meafures for 
xt a purpofe, in his opinion, as 
€i grateful as it would have been 
<( beneficial for his country, he 

was only felicitous to accom- 
“ plifo all event of deoifive bn*- 
t€ porta nee, and to prevent, as 
<c much as polfible, in the exe- 
*' cution of it, the effufion of 
<f ' blood/’ 

This was followed in about a 
fortnight, by a proclamation, ixt- 
feribod to the officers atid JlMicts off' 
the continental anny, •who have tht 
real intereff of' their country at heent, 
and who are determined to be no 
longer the tools and dupes of Cq;i- 
grefSy or of France. 

Under a perfu&fion, that thfc 
principles he had fo lately avowed, 
animated the greatdl pan of the 
continent, he rejoiced in the op- 

, portunity 
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portunity he now had, of inviting 
thofe whoir he addrefled, to join 
his majefty’s arms. He was au- 
thorized to raife a corps of ca- 
valry and infantry, who* with re- 
fpe<ft to pay, cloathing and fub- 
fi fiance, were to be upon the fame 
footing, with the other troops in 
the Britifh fervice. As an al- 
lurement to the private men, they 
were to receive a bounty of three 
guineas each, befides payment, at 
the full value, for horfes, arms, 
and accoutrements ; and as' he 
had the appointment of the of- 
ficers* he fhould with infinite fa- 
tisfadrion embrace the opportunity 
of advancing men whole valour he 
had witnefled. It was, however, 
expe&ed, that they Ihould either 
Bring in, or recruit in a .reafonable 
time, a certain number of men in 
proportion to their rank. 

Great as thefe encouragements, 
he faid, mult appear, to thofe who 
had fuffered every diftrefs, of want* 
•of pay, hunger, and nakednefs, 
from the negledt, contempt, and 
corruption of Congrefs, they were 
nothing to the motives which, he 
expedled, would influence their 
brave and generous minds. He 
wiflied to lead a chofen band of 
Americans, to the attainment of 
peace, liberty, and fafety, and 
with them to lhare in the glory of 
refcuingtheir native country from 
the grafping hand of France, as 
well as from the ambitious and 
interefted views of a defperate 
party among themfelves, who had 
already brought the colonies to the 
very brink of deftrudtion. Could 
they now want evidence, that the 
funds of their country were either 
exhaufled, or that the managers 
had applied them to their own pri- 
vate* ufes } And, in either cafe. 
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could they any longer continue lit 
•their fervice with honour or ad- 
. vantage ? The tyranny of their 
rulers, had robbed them of their 
property, imprifoned their pef- 
ibns, drags them to the field of 
battle, and is daily deluging their 
country with their blood. 

He alked, what America was 
now, but a land of widows, or- 
phans, and beggars ? Even their 
fall flake, religion, he reprefehted 
to be in fuch danger, as to have 
no other fecurity, than what de- 
pended upon the exertions of the 
parent country for their deliver- 
ance. In proof, or illuflration of 
this, he aflerted a fa& upon his 
own knowledge 5 viz. That he 
had lately feen their mean and 
profligate Congrefs at mafs, for 
the foul of a Roman Catholic in 
purgatory, and participating in 
the rites of a church, againft 
whofe anti-chriftian corruptions, 
their pious anceftors would have 
witnefled with their blood. 

On this the writers in the Ame- 
rican papers remarked, that no 
other man in America, had ever 
paid fo marked an attention to, or 
ever entered into fuch clofe habits 
of intimacy and apparent friend- 
fliip with the French agents, con- 
fuls, and refidents in that coun- 
try, as he had uniformly done. 
Thajt his fine houfe at Philadel- 
phia was not only at all times de- 
voted to their fervice, but that he 
had maintained Monf. Gerard, 
with his whole family and fuite, 
for feveral weeks in it, in the moft 
fumptuous manner, until the Con- 
grefs were able to provide one 
proper for his reception. And 
that his conftant magnificence and 
expence, in concerts, balls, and 
entertainments, for the Gallican 
ftrangers. 
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Grangers, were in a ftile far fu- 
perior to any thing of the fort 
before known in that part of the 
world - fo that the French them- 
felves confidered him, as one of 
the warmeft friends to their coun- 
try on, the whole continent. How 
far this is true, we are totally 
unable to determine. According 
to our cuftom, we fairly hate the 
reprefentations on both fides ; and 
laying fa£ls together, we do our 
bed to enable the reader to judge 
of the true condition of America, 
and the value of our expectations 
from the ftate of parties there. 

only public notice taken 
of Arnold’s defection, on the fide 
of America, was a proclamation 
iffued by the executive power of 
the Irate in Pennfylvania, wherein 
his name was placed at the head of 
a lift of ten fuppofed traitors, and 
of whom five were no higher than 
the rank of yeomen ; who were all 
fummoned to furrender by a given 
day, in order to abide trial for the 
treafons wherewith they were 
charged ; or, in cafe of failure, 
to be fubjected to all the pains, 
penalties, and forfeitures, of high 
treafon. 

However difappointed by the 
failure of Gen. Arnold’s original 
defign, and of his fublcquent pro- 
clamations, hopes were ftill en- 
tertained of the dilfentions and 
diftrefles which prevailed in the 
revolted provinces ; and which 
thefe proclamations appear by no 
means to have exaggerated. The 
depreciation of their paper cur- 
rency was arrived at its ultimate 
pitch,, and it produced all its na- 
tural confequences. Some of the 
earlier emiffions of that currency 
fell infinitely below their nominal 
value ; that is, one hundred fdver 
Vol. XXIV. 


dollars produced as much valu* 
at tnarket, as eight or ton thou- 
fand paper ones. And even the 
later e mi [lions, or thofe which 
were molt valued, had fallen at 
the rate of forty to one. At the 
fame time, that the circumftances 
of the war had raifed the price of 
all foreign commodities, and of 
many of the moft efiential ar- 
ticles, to the moft enormous pitch. 
Without fuppofing very much of 
mal-adminiltration, we mull fup- 
p'ofe fuch a depreciation the ine- 
vitable confequence of vatl paper 
emilfions, without an adequate 
money fund to give them ftrength, 
and currency. 

This particularly affe&ed, and 
was indeed exceedingly ruinous to 
the American officers j for al- 
though the foldiers were ill clad, 
and otherwife greatly diftrelfed, 
they were, however, on the whole, 
well fuppliedwith provifions. But 
many, if not moft of the officers, 
had been under a neeeftity of 
mortgaging their fmall eftates, to 
the utmoft which they could raife 
upon them, in order to-fupport the 
enormous expences of the fervice. 
Thefe grievances they had long 
and repeatedly remunerated upon v 
both to the Congrefs, and to the 
governments of their refpedlive 
Hates ; nor were the complaints 
confined to fubalterns, but pro- 
ceeded equally from the field and 
general officers. After long wait- 
ing, with moft aftonift’ing pa- 
tience, the iffue of hopes and pro- 
mifes which were never realized, 
it was at length lb much exhaufted, 
and their wants became fo urgent, 
that a great number of the officers 
were upon the point of throwing 
up their conimiifious, and laid 
they mult preferve themfelves from 

[I>] utur 
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litter ruin, by returning to the army. And yet, the matter of 
care and management of their fa<$t is, that the example of a 
eftates and private affairs. That man of the higheft military fame 
they had hitherto freely fpent amongft them, fo far from being 
their blood, and dedicated their the means of bringing over, even 
lives to the defence of their any fmall body or detachment of 
country ; but that it would be troops, does not feem to be fairly 
moft unreafonable to expeft that chargeable with the delertion of a 
they alone, of all the members tingle foldier, much lefs of an of- 
of the community, fhould be like- ficer. It may not be eafy to trace 
wife deltined to the facrifice of many inftances in hifiory, of an 
their whole private fortunes for ill paid, and in every refpeft ill 
its fervice. provided army, however veteran 

It may then be well confidered in fcrvicc, and elated by former 
as a Angular circumftance, in this fuccel's, and however knit toge- 
ftate of great dilcontent, and of ther by many bands of union here 
no lefs real grievance, that fuch wanting, which could have been 
vaft offers held out to them, fhould proof to litch a trial and tempta- 
not have produced fome very con- tion. 
fiderable effe6t in the American 


CHAP. IV. 

War in South Carolina. State of affairs after the battle of Camden . 
Inaction caufed by thefiekly feafon. Sequejlration of ejtates. Cot. Fer- 
gufon defeated and killed on the King's Mountain . Gen Sumpter routed 
by Col. Tar let on. brig. Gen. I fie fent on an expedition from New 
York to the Chef apeak. Proceeds to Charles Town, and joins Lord 
Cornwallis. Gen. Greene arrives in North Carolina , and takes the 
command of the Southern American army. Colonel Tarleton difpatehed 
to oppofe General Morgan , who advances on the fide of Ninety-Six. 
Tarleton defeated with great lofs. Unfortunate confequences of the de- 
Jlruciion of the light troops under Fcrgufon and Tarleton. Lord Corn- 
wallis enters North Carolina by the upper roads. Leaves Lord Raw- 
don with a conjiderable force at Camden, to refrain the commotions 
in South Carolina. Vigorous but ineffectual purfuit of Morgan. De- 

Jlruction of the baggage in the Britijii army. Admirable temper of the 
troops. Majlcrly movements by Lord Cornwallis for paffmg the Ca- 
tawba. General Williamfon killed, and his party routed. Militia 
furprifed and. routed by Tarleton. Rapid put fats of Morgan, who 
notwit hfanding paffes the Yadkin , and Jecures the boats on the other 
fide. Britifh army mashes to Sali/bury ; from whence Lord Corn- 
wallis proceeds with th&ktmojl expedition tofeize the fords on the river 
Dan , and thereby cut Greene off from Virginia. Succeeds in gaining 
the fords. Rapid purfuit of the American army. Their efcape, by un- 
expectedly paffmg the Roanoke. Extraordinary exertions and hard/hips 
of the Briiijh army. Proceeds to Hil Ijbo rough. Expedition frdm 

' Charles 
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Charles Town to Copt Tear River. Wilmington taken „ and made ; a 
place of ai'ms and Supply. Gen Greene , being reinforced, rebuiis front 
Virginia ; and the Britijh afmy marches Au Allemancc Creek. 'Skjrmijh 
between Tarletons corps, and Lee's legion. Greene falls back to the 
Reedy Fork . Strange (kfifj of intelligence , experienced by- the Britijh 
general in North Carolina . American anny being farther reinforced , 
Gen. Greene again advances,- Movements on both fides , preparatory 
to the battle of Guildford. Account of that J'cvgre and well-fought ac- 
tion . Bntijh officers killed and wounded. f CoL Webfter dies of his 
wound. Gen. Greene retires to the I ryn JVorlis, an Troublcfomc Cregk* 
Lord Cornwallis obliged to march to the Deep River, through the want 
of provijions and forage. Necejjities and dijil'gffies of the army oblige 
Lord Cornwallis to proceed to Wilmington for Supplies. Unufual 
confequenccs of' victory. , 

D URING thefe tranfadlions which' the array, notwithftanding 
on the fide of New York, its ceifation from toil, was much 
the exceffive heats, and great un- affedfed, Lord Cornwallis had dif- 
healthinefs of the feafon in South patched Col. Fergufon, with, his 
Carolina, had laid an infuperable own corps of light infantry, and 
reftraint upon the arms and adli- a body of militia, likewife of his 
vity of Lord Cornwallis, for no training, which was attached to 
fmall time after the battle of Cam- it, to make incurfions on the bor- 
den. In the mean time he iflued ders of North Carolina. If no 
a proclamation for fe- great matter was expected from 
* queftering the eftates this expedition, yet, as he was 
of thofeperlons within neither incumbered with baggage 
the province, who Were either ac- or artillery, and that his troops 
tually in arms with the enemy, were particularly diftinguiftied by 
who had abandoned their planta- their adlivity and alerti^efs, as Iit- 
tions with a view of joining or tie danger l'eemed to he hazarded 
lupporting them, or who, by an in the experiment with a broken 
open avowal of rebellious prin- and dilpirited enemy ; and misfor- 
ciples, and- other criminal adts, tune was farther guarded again!! 
ihould manifeft a defperate perfe- by the inftrudlions give to the 
verance in oppofing the re-eftab- commander, immediately to re- 
liOnnent of his majefty’s govern- turn upon the apprehenfion of any 
ment. To give effedl to this pur- fuperior force ; though, in fad!, 
pole, he appointed a commiflioner none luch was reafonably to be ex- 
to take polfeflion of fuch eftates pedled. There were feveral fuf- 
and property, the annual produdl ficient motives for this expedition, 
of which, excepting the part al- For beftdes, that the nature of 
lotted for the maintenance of the that fort of troops, requires their 
families of thofe defaulters , and ibeiug kept in aim oft continual 
abfentees, was to be applied 'to the motion and adlion, it fetmed.he- 
public fervice, in contributing to ceftary to keep the war alive in 
defray the, expences of the war. fome degree upon the frontier \ ' as 
During this fickly feafon, \?y well to check the confidence of the 

[Z>] a ' ‘enemy. 
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enemy, as to prevent the fpirits 
of the loyalifts in that province 
(where there were many more of 
the defcription than in any other) 
from finking under the unavoid- 
able delay and (low movement of 
the army. 

Fergufon was tempted to ftay 
longer in the mountainous country 
which partly borders pp, and part- 
ly forms a part of, Tryon county in 
North Carolina, than was abfolute- 
ly neceflary, under the hope of 
cutting off a Col. Clarke, who was 
returning with his detachment 
from an expedition into Georgia $ 
and. was .the more encouraged in 
this delay, from his not having an 
.idea that there was any force in 
the Country at all'able to look him 
in the face. A numerous, fierce, 
and unexpe&ed enemy, however, 
Yuddenly fprung up in the depth 
of the deferts. , Tbe fcattered in- 
habitants of the mountains af- 
fembled without noife or warning 
under the conduct of fix or feven 
of their militia colonels, to the 
number of 1600', daring, well 
.mounted, and excellent horfemen. 

Col. Fergufon had already re- 
ceived orders from Lord Cornwal- 
lis for his return, and was on his 
way to pafs the Catawba for that 
"purpofe. But difcovering, as he 
eroded the Kings Mountain, that 
he was eagerly purfued by a thick 
cloud of cavalry, he took the beft 
pofition for receiving them which 
"time and the place would admit 
of; and which happened to be by 
no means a bad one. But his m^n 
being neither covered by horfe nor 
‘ artillery, and being likewife dif- 
mayed and aftonifhed, at finding 
* themfdves fo unexpectedly fur- 
** rpUrrded arid attacked * on evety 
'tfde by 'this 'cavalry, were not at 


Digitized 


all 'capable of withftanding the 
impetuofity of their charge. A 
total’ rout enfued. The colonel, 
with 156 of his men, were killed 
upon the fpot ; about the fame 
number were wounded ; and the 
prifohers, including the latter, * 
exceeded 8bo. The Ariiericans 
fay they took 1500 ftand of arms j 
arid ftate Fergufon ’s force at 1400 
men. 

The fall of this officer, who 
poflefled very diftinguifhed talents 
as a partisan, and m the.conduCfc 
of irregular warfare, was, inde- 
pendently even of his detachment, 
no fmall lofs to the fervice. He 
was perhaps the beft markfman 
living ; and probably brought the 
art of rifle fhooting to its bigheft 
point of perfection. He even in- 
vented a gun of that kind upon a 
new conftruCtion, which was faid 
to have far exceeded in facility and 
execution any thing of the fort 
before known ; and he is faid to 
have greatly outdone even the 
American Indians, in tjie adroit- 
nefs and quicknefs of firing and 
loading, and in the certainty of 
hitting the mark, lying upon the 
back, or belly, and in every other 
poffible pofition of the body. It 
is not certain, that thefe improve- 
ments produced all the effeCl in 
real fervice, which had been ex- 
peCled from thofe aftonifhing fpe- 
cimens of them that were difplay- 
ed in England. Humanity can- 
not., however, but wifh that this 
barbarous mode of hoftility was, 
by univerfal confent, banifhed 
from the warfare of all nations. 
It has been reported that General 
Wafhington owed his life at the 
battle of Germantown to this gen- 
tleman’s total ignorance of his 
perfon ; *as he had him futficiently 
within 
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vwritbin reach and view* during that 
at&ion for the purpofe. 

This was the firft revetfe of for- 
tune which Earl Cornwallis had' 
experienced in his military career j 
but lhe feemed now to take ven- 
geance for the delay 5 for the Hate 
oF his force, and the nature of- 
the war confidered, few things 
oould have been more peculiarly 
unlucky in the prefent jun6ture. 
It was, however, in fome degree 
apparently recompenced, by the 
fevere blow which Sumpter, not 
long after, received from Col. 
Tarleton. 

Gen. Sumpter having raifed 
about a thoufand men, advanced 
towards Ninety- Six, with a view 
of attacking fome of the pofts in 
that neighbourhood, if not the 
place itfelf. Tarleton was then 
at fuch a diftance, as afforded no 
room for apprehenfion of him, 
until, at leaft, fome confiderable 
part of the bufinefs was effe£ted ; 
but his motions were fo fudden and 
unexpefted, and he pafled the 
Wateree, and the Broad Biver 
with fuch rapidity, that he , had 
nearly furprized his too fecure 
enemy on the South banks of the 
Eunoree, before he had the fmalleft 
apprehenfion of his danger. This 
bring, however, prevented, by 
the luoky information of a de- 
ferfer, Sumpter had barely time 
to pai? that river with the utmoft 
precipitation $ but could npt fave 
his rear-guard from being cut to 
pieces. 

He continued his flight to the 
River Tyger, and was purftied by 
Tarleton, with the cavalry of his 
legion, and the 63 d regiment 
mounted on horfeback, with the 
Btmoft rapidity 5 the infantry of 
the legion, with the artillery. 


confiding of a fingle three-pounder, 
being feyeral miles behind. Sump- 
ter peroeiving the danger of at- 
tempting to crofs the Tyger, with, 
an enemy, fluihed with fuccefs, 
dole upon hi9 rear, and having 
alfo ** received intelligence that 
Tarleton had come forward with- 
out fiis infantry, he took a ftrong 
pofition at a place called Black 
Stocks, a littlef fhort of the' river, 
and confiding in his own fupe- 
riority of number, determined to 
Hand his attack. This Tarleton 
did not then intend ; for he only 
wanted to interrupt the flight of 
the enemy, and keep them in 
play* until he was joined by the 
rear 5 but the eager coming up of 
the 63d, and their being inftantly 
attacked as they threw themfelves 
from their horfes, obliged him* 
at no fmall hazard, to put all at 
the iffue, and to fall on dire&ly 
with his cavalry. Motwithftand-r 
ing the cover of fome log houfes, 
and the natural advantages of the 
place, the enemy were driven from 
their ftrong poft, and forced to 
pafs the river in the utmoft dif- 
order. * 

The Americans loft about- 120 
men, killed, wounded, or taken. 
Three of their colonels were 
among the llain, and Sumpter 
himielf was dangeroully wound** 
ed. They were certainly fortu- 
tunate in. bringing on the action 
before the arrival of the rear, as 
the whole party, muft otherwiie 
have been inevitably cut off. .Of 
the Britifh troops above fifty wetfc 
killed or wounded among the 
former were fome pronaifing and 
gallant young officers. , Tarleton 
purfued the blow, as foon as he 
had provided for the wounded ; 
and eroding the river,: did not 
ID] $ quit 
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quit the purfuit until he had en- 
tirely difperfed Sumpter s corps. 

It has perhaps produced no fmall 
<5n the fortune of the Ame- 
rican war, that every coufiderabie 
fucCels obtained in its progrefs, 
has been eagerly confidered • at 
home as deciftve and find/ at leaft 
with refped to that quarter or part 
of the continent where the ad- 
vantage was gained, if not to the 
whole. Nor has repeated expe- 
rience of the mifchief of fuch 
confidence, been able to prevent 
ks revival when -any new occafion 
was offered. 

•The vi&ory at Camden feems 
to have been confidered, even in 
America, as decifive with refpedt 
to the fouthern colonies ; and no 
obftacle feems to have been un- 
derftood in Lord Cornwallis’s way 
from thence to the Chefapeak. 
North Carolina was only confi-r 
dered as the road to Virginia 3 the 
determined rcfiftance, and the opr 
pofition in every inftance of the 
inhabitants, do not appear to have 
been any more thought of, than 
the unconquerable difaffe&ion of 
thole in South Carolina. It muft 
have been under thefe perfuafions, 
that the commander, in chief at 
New York, difpatched Brig. Gfcn. 
Leflie, with a corps of hear 3000 
choice troops, about the middle 
of October, to the Ghelapeak, in' 
order to co-operate.. with Lord 
^Cornwallis’s * operations , in Vir- 
ginia. It was likewife farther in 
view, that Leflie, with the aid of 
'the marine by which he was con- 
voyed, might, by taking proper 
: iiations towards the head of the 
-Chefapeak, or "in the vaft rivers 
which fall into it, trav£rfe ( .any 
duccours’ which were lent from 
the northern army to . the . foUth- 


ward. But in all cafes, he was to 
a& entirely according to the orders 
which he 1 mould receive from Lord 
Cornwallis. 

The troops were landed at 
Portfmouth, and other neigh- 
bouring places in Virginia, where 
they found fome tobacco, and 
liores 5 but the veflels which were 
feized in the harbours and rivers, 
were the molt valuable part of the 
booty. This was, however, by 
no means an object to compenfate 
for the delay, which the expedi- 
tion in the Chefapeak, inftead of 
proceeding directly to Charles- 
Town, neceflarily occasioned to 
the opemtions of the fouthera 
army. 

Lord Cornwallis being at too 
great a diftante to profit of any 
operations upon the Chefapeak, 
and it being impoflible to form a 
junction with Leflie’s corps by 
that way, as foon as he, had re* 
ceived advice from Sir Henry 
Clinton of the circumftances, im: 
mediately difpatched inllru&ions 
to the fleet, and troops, to proceed 
without delay to Charles-Town 3 
where they arrived about the 
middle of December, and Leflie 
found orders in waiting, that he 
fhauld immediately march with 
about 1500 of his men to join the 
army 3 the remainder, it feems, 
being deemed nepeflary, * for the 
Security of the capital, #id the 
fupport qf the communications. 

Towards ,the dole qf the year, 
whilft Lord Cornwallis wa&mak- 
; ifig. pvery preparation for a vi- 
gorous irruption into North Ca- 
rolina, Gen. Qr^ene was lent 
from the northern army by ^Vafh- 
ingtp.n, to take the cqmmand.oi 
the fouthern 3 Gates . ,\>eing now 
entirely retired $ but, as we have 


Digitized by Gc 2 



HISTORY O 

heretofore obferved, not only 
without any mark of cenfure, but 
with an honourable teftimonial of 
his zeal and fervices from the af- 
fembly of Virginia. Greene (lands 
fo high with the Americans as an 
officer, that he holds the next 
place to Wafhington in their mi- 
litary eftimation ; and, what does 
not always happen in fuch cafes, 
is at the fame time the great fa- 
vourite jof that commander. He 
brought no troops from the nor- 
thern army ; depending upon the 
refources of the fouthern colonies 
for their own defente ; but was 
accompanied by Col. Morgan, a 
brave and diftinguilhed partizan, 
who had commanded thofe rifle- 
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Morgan advanced, with about 500 
regular troops (moflly belonging 
to Virginia), and fome hundreds 
of militia, with a detachment of 
one hundred cavalry, under Col, 
Wafliington, upon the Pacolet 
river. 

Tarleton was already on that 
flde, with the legioh, confiding 
of about 300 cavalry, and as 
many infantry, with the firfl bat- 
talion of the 7 id, which was now 
annexed to it, and one three- 
pounder ; and being joined by 
the 7 th regiment, which was 
marching with another three- 
pounder to the relief of Ninety- 
Six, he received inflru6tio»s from 
the commander in chief, to drike 


men in the northern war, that, 
befides being fatal to many brave 
officers, became fo terrible to the 
Indians under Gen. Burgoyne, 
and were fo far fuperior to them 
in their own way, that, to ufe his 
own expreflive words, they could 
not be brought within the found of 
a rifle (hot. 

Early in the new year of 17S1, 
Lord Cornwallis advanced with 
the army towards the borders, 
keeping his courfe between the 
broad, and the Catawba rivers, 
until he arrived at a water, called 
Turkey Creek, which falls into 
the former. Greene had by this 
time alTembled his principal force 
in Mecklenburg county, North 
Carolina. In order to impede the 


a blow, if poflible, at Gen. Mor- 
gan 5 but at all events, to oblige 
him to pafs the Broad River, and 
thereby prevent all future embar- 
ralfment on that fide. Morgan 
retreated, and Tarleton purfued ; 
a date of things, which naturally 
increafes confidence and ardour on 
the one fide, and generally de<* 
prefles them on the other. Mor- 
gan at length found his enemy 
fo clofe upon hipri, that he could 
not pafs the Broad River, efpe- 
cially as the waters were exceed- 
ingly out, without expofing his 
troops to greater danger, than he 
thought he fhould hazard by an 
encounter. He accordingly, with- 
out hefitation, determined at once 
upon the part which he fhould 


progrefe of the royal army, which take ; and choofing his ground, 
he was yet in no condition to en- bcfldly prepared for battle, 
counter in the field, he thought Tarleton came up j an g^ 
it neceflary to make a diverfion on with his enemy at V* 
their left; and for that purpofe, eight in lhe morning, x * 
attack was made upon the im- and nothing could appear more 
portant, and now far from weak inviting than the prolpe£l before 
pod of Ninety-Six ; while to fa- him. They were drawn up on 
Your and fupport the diverfion, the edge of an open \y90d without 

[ D ] 4. defences ; 
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defences *, and though their num- 
bers might have been fomewhit 
fuperior to his own, the quality 
of the troops was lb different as 
not to admit a dc-ubt of luccefs ; 
which was ftill farther confirmed 
by his great fuperiority in cavalry j 
fo that every thing teemed to in- 
dicate a more complete viclory. 
His line of attack was ccmpofed 
of the 7th regiment, with the 
foot of the legion, and the corps 
of light infantry annexed to it j 
a troop of cavalry covered each 
flank. The firft battalion of the 
71ft, and the remainder of the 
cavalry, formed a fecond line. 

Moigan lhewcd uncommon abi- 
lity and judgment in the difpofi- 
tion of his force. Seven hundred 
militia, on whom he placed no 
great confidence, were expofed to 
open view, as we have feen, in 
the fiill line, on the edge of the 
wood j but the fecond, compofed 
of the continental and Virginia 
troops, was out of fight in the 
wood j where they were drawn up 
in excellent older, and prepared 
for all events^ 

The militia were little capable 
of fuitaining the impetuofity of 
their aflailants 3 and were icon 
broken, routed, and fcattered on 
all fides. It is not to be wondered 
at, that tfiofe troops who had been 
fo long ufed to carry every thing 
before them, almolt without re 
finance, now meeting with the 
ufual facility, fhould at once con- 
clude the day to be their own,' 
and purfue the fugitives with the 
utmolf rapidity. ‘ Jn the mean 
time, the fecond line having open- 
ed on the right and left in the 
wood, as well to lead the victors, 
on, as to afford a clear paflage 
for the fugitives, as foon as the 
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former were far enough advanc- 
ed, poured in a clofe and deadly 
fire on both fides, which took the 
moft fatal eflfeft. The ground 1 
was, in an inftant, covered with 
the killed and wounded 3 and 4 
thofe brave troops who had been 
lb lorig inured to conquer, ’ werei 
by this fevere and uiithought-of 
check, thrown into irremediable 
diforder and confufion. 

A total defeat was the imme- 
diate confequence. The 7th re- 
giment loft their colours j and the 
brave . men of the royal artillery, 
who attended the two pieces of 
cannon, with the charafoeriftic in- 
trepidity and magnanimity of their 
corps, lcorning either to abandon 
or furrender their guns, w^re cut 
to pieces by them. The loft 
every way, in killed, wounded, 
and prifoners, exceeded 40© men. 
Tarleton, in the midil of defeat, 
exhibited a trait of his cbara&ef 
and fpirit. When all was loft, he 
notwithftanding rallied a part of 
his routed cavalry, who were ftilf 
afhamed to abandon an officer who 
had fo often led them to vidtory j 
with thefe, he unexpectedly charged 
and repulled Waft ington’s horfe 5 
and had the fortune of retaking 
the baggage, the flend<sr guai 5 
in whole cuftody it was left being 
cut to pieces. This, however,; 
from the impoflibility of carrying 
it off, he was obliged moftly to 
deftroy. 

This blow, coming fo clofely 
upon that at the King’s Mountain, 
produced efteCts worle than could 
have been feared from liich par- 
tial difaliers. Indeed they lean- 
ed lerioufty to have influenced all 
the lubfequent operations of the 
war, and deeply affedVed its ge- 
neral fortune. The lofs of the 

light 
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light troops, efpecially of the ca- 
valry, could fcarcely be repaired ; 
and' the nature of the war, ren- 
dered this fort of force one of its 
mod effectual arms. 

It was the more grievous to 
Lord Cornwallis, from its being 
one of thofe unexpected events, 
which as it could neither be fore- 
men nor apprehended, no Wifdom 
could poflibly provide againll. 
Mod of the troops that were now 
deVeated, had been much dillin- 
guiflied, and conftantly fuccefs- 
ful. It is not even clear that 
there was any difparity in point 
of number j and if there had, 
from long and conftrined expe- 
rience, it could not have been a 
matter of much confideration. 
Nor was it even to be fuppofed, 
that Morgan would in any polfi- 
ble circumftance have ventured an 
engagement $ for Greene had al- 
ready, upon the advance of Lord 
Cornwallis, abandoned Mecklfcn- 
burgh county, and retired to the 
eadern fide of 4 the Pedtie ; which 
increafed the diitance fo much, 
that his retreat, under the conle- 
quences of an aCtion, fcemed ex- 
tremely hazardous. 

The plan adopted by Lord 
Cornwallis for the winter cam- 
paign, was to advance to North 
Carolina, by the upper, inftead 
Of the lower roads, or in other 
words, to make his way on the 
weitern fide, inftead of keeping 
the central courfe through both 
provinces. Among other motives 
for this choice, was the hope of 
cutting Morgan off, or it that 
failed, at any rate to drive him 
entirely out of South Carolina, 
and thereby to relieve Ninety- fix, 
slnd all that fide, from trouble 
and danger while he puttied for- 


ward. Another motive not left 
cogent for' taking the upper rbad 
was, that’ it kept nearer the heads * 
of * the rivers, and accordingly led 
to' the fords, which generally lie 
above their fortes ; whrreas’ the 1 - 
great rivets were at that teafon, 
nearly; if' not entirely impattable- 
below the' forks, which was Aie* 
courfe that the lower road took. 

The objects in view with Lord 
Cornwallis were, by lapid marches, 
to get between Gen. Greene and 
Virginia, and' by' cutting oft' his 
reinforcements from that coun- 
try, either reduce him to a ne- 
ceffity of fighting with his prefent 
force, or of giving up the caufo 
altogether, by abandoning North 
Carolina with precipitation and 
difgrace. In either cafe, as he 
had no doubt of fuCcefs in the 
former, an opportunity would be 
afforded, and encouragement giv- 
en to the loyalifts, to fulfil their 
prortlifes of a general rifing, in 
order to affift in the re-cfiablifh- 
ment of the Britifli government. 
In this flattering ftate of things, 
government being eftablifhed, and’ 
the province competent to the-' 
maintenance of its own internal 
fecurity, it would likewife prove thb 
means of fecuring the tranquil- 
lity of South Carolina. And thus 
every thing being fecured behind, 
he might then well look forward, 
with the warmeft hopes., and with 1 
every profpedf of advantage, to 
the profecution of his intended* 
operations in Virginia, Maryland', 
and even dill farther northward. 

Lord Cornwallis was hot left 
attentive to the fecurity of South 
Carolina during hiS'abfence, than 
he was to the providing for the 
£&ive operations of the army un- 
der firs' own immediate command. 

For 


Digitized by Google 



58] ANNUAL R I 

For this purpofe, befides the fta- 
tionary force at Charles-Town, 
he left a con fide rable body of 
troops under the conduft of Lord 
Rawdon ; whofe central fituation 
at Camden, was equally calcu- 
lated to reprefs the ,infurgents 
within the province, and to main- 
tain the frontiers. A meafure in- 
deed that greatly leffened his ac- 
tive force, already too ipuch 
weakened by the late Ioffes 5 but 
which the fituation of affairs ren- 
dered inelifpenfably neceffary. For 
Green’s fituation, hanging with 
his force upon the eaftern banks of 
the Pedee, whofe waters covered 
him from all near danger, would 
have afforded him fuch a com- 
mand of a great part of the fou them 
frontier, when the main army had 
pulhed on to the northward, as 
would have endangered, at leaf!, 
all the eaftem fide of the province, 
without fuch a check as was now. 
provided. And to this was to be 
added, that South Carolina itfelf 
was ftill torn to pieces by internal 
commotions, which indeed feem- 
ed rather to increafe than to lef- 
fen with lot's and defeat j and that, 
as Sumpter, Marion, and their 
other leaders, had now made it, 
a rule to mount all their adhe- 
rents, and to aft entirely on horfe- 
back ; it became a matter of no 
fmall difficulty, either to reprefs 
or to punifh their irruptions. 

Lord Cornwallis, with his ufual 
alertnefs, immediately dilpatched 
a part of the army, unincumbered 
with baggage, in the hope of in- 
tercepting Morgan, or at leaft of 
recovering the prifoners while he 
Raid behind a day with the re- 
mainder, for the purppfp of col-j 
Jelling the remains /of Tarleton’s 
Corps, , Nothing copld peeped 
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,exertions made by the purfuing 
troops 5 but fuch was the celerity 
of the enemy, and fuch the diffi- 
culties they encountered,' from 
violent and continual rains, and 
the conlequent Swelling of the 
numberlefs creeks in their way, 
that all their efforts were fiuitlefs m , 
and Morgan had gained the- up- 
per fords on the Catawba, before 
they could poffibly reach them. 

Upon the failure of intercepting , 
Morgan, the army was affembled 
on the 25th of January, at Ram- 
foure’s Mills, on the louth fork of 
the Catawba. And as the lofs of 
the light troops could only be re- 
medied by the general aftivity of 
the whole army. Lord Cornwallis 
fpent two days in the definition 
of all the fupertluous baggage, and 
of every thing Whatever, which 
could retard the - celerity of the 
troops, and which was not abso- 
lutely neceffary to their exiftence 
or aft ion. Upon this principle, , 

all the waggons, excepting thofe 
loaded with hofpitaj (lores, fait* 
or ammunition, and four empty 
ones, referved for the fick orwouqd- 
ed, were deftroyed. The temper 
with Which they fubmitted not 
only to this, but to a number of' 
other unufual trials and hardfhips, , 
does infinite honour to every part 
of that army, They beheld the 
defiruftion of their molt valuable, 
and even much of their molt ne- 
ceffpry baggage 5 they beheld their 
fpirituous liquors ffaved, at a. fea- 
fon when it would be m«ff wanted, 
and upon the entrance of a fervice, 
which cut off every prolpeft and 1 
hope of a future fupply ; and the 
moderate pittance ©f flour, which 
they weiie able to procure apd to‘ 
carry along with them, was their 
only certain relpurc^ for fubfifi- 
* 'cnce * 
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cncc j yet thefe difficulties and 
evils, new and ftrange as they 
were, were fubmitted to with the 
molt general and chearful acqui- 
efcence. It feemed indeed the lels 
irkfome, as the example was fet 
by the commander in chief him- 
felf with the utmoft rigour. It was 
anew phenomenon in a modem 
army, to behold the general’s 
quarters incapable of affording a 
glafe of wine, or of any kind of 
ftrong liquor, and his table as de- 
llitute of any thing orderly or com- 
fortable, and even of furniture, as 
the common foldier’s. 

The north fork of the Catawba 
bad been rendered impaflable for 
feveral days by the rains ; and all 
the fords for more than forty miles 
above the fork, were betides vigi- 
lantly guarded by detachments of 
the enemy $ compofed not only of 
Morgan’s corps, but of the militia 
of the two neighbouring counties of 
Rowen and Mecklenburg (both 
of which were peculiarly inimical 
to the royal caul'e), under the con- 
duct of a General Davidfon. Lord 
Cornwallis approached the river 
by ihort marches during its height, * 
and by feveral movements and 
feints, which indicated a defign of 
forcing his way at different fords 
before they were yet pafiable, en- 
deavoured to divide, and diftraft the 
attention of the enemy* In the 
mean time, he fpared no pains to 
procure all poffible information, as 
well of the nature of the river, and 
of the country on the other fide, 
3s of the Rate and condition of 
the enemy. His plan being fet- 
tled, and the waters fomewhat fall- 
en^ he detached Colonel Webfter, 
With a part of the army, and all 
ft? remaining baggage, to a ford 


called Beattie’s, which lies fix 
miles higher up the river, than 
another principal ford, which is 
known by the name of M'Cowens. 
General Davidfon, was fuppofed 
to be polled with joo militia at 
Beattie’s 5 and Webfter had. in- 
ltnnSlions to make every poffible 
demonftration, as well by can- 
nonading as by manoeuvres, of 
his determination to force a paffage 
at that ford. 

While Webfter was gone upoft 
this fervice. Lord Cornwallis with 
the remainder of the army, con- 
fiding of the brigade of guards, 
the regiment of Bofe, the 23d, 
200 cavalry, and two three-pound- 
ers, began his march jft 
about one in the morn- 
ing, to a private fofd, about a 
mile from M‘ Co wen’s, which was 
the real objc6l of attempt. The 
morning being very dark and rainy, 
and part of their way being thro* 
a wood where there was no road, 
the artillery were fo embarrafled 
in a fwamp, that the line of march 
was pufhed on to the ford without 
them j where the head of the co- 
lumn arrived juft at the opening 
of the day. The general foon 
perceived, by the number of fires 
on the other fide, that the ford 
was much better guarded, and 
the oppofition would confequently 
be greater than he expe6ted. This 
rendered the delay of the artillery 
the more vexatious. But as he 
knew that the rain then falling 
would foon render the river impaf- 
fable, and had before received 
intelligence, that Greene was 
on full march from the Pedee, 
with his whole force, to join Mor- 
gan, he fawthatfomethingmuft ne- 
ceffarilybe hazarded at the prefen t. 
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avoid greater future difficulties ; eftimated danger, in many parts 
add being likewise full of coiifi- of military adtioa. 
dentie in the zeal 1 and gallantry of Ih the mean time, the rear of. 
Brig. General O’Hara, and of the the column being come up, and 
brigade of guards under his com- the whole palled with the utmoft 
iftand, Which formed the head of expedition over the river, Colonel - 
the column, he determined on the Tarleton Was difpatched* with the: 
attempt ; valid direCHy ordered cavalry, fupported by the 4.3d re* 
them to inarch on through the ri- gi merit, in purfuit of the fugitives,, 
ver, and, to prevent confufion, and likewife to fcour and examine 
Charged them not to fire, until they the country. Having received* 
had gained the oppofite bank. intelligence from the prifortera. 

The guards, and their com- that three or four hundred of the 
inahdbr, fidly juftified the high militia were to aftemble that day 
Opinion which iLord Cornwallis at a place about ten miles diftant, 
had entertained of them . The ter- he eagerly feissed that opportunity, 
tots and difficulties of an untried as well of avenging, as of effacing 
river, upwards of five hundred the memory of the late difafter. 
yards wide, with a ftrortg current, He therefore, immediately quitting 
a rocky bottom, water up to the infantry, proceeded thither at 
the middle, and expofed through the head of his cavalry with the 
file whole paflhge, to the delibe- utmoft expedition 5 his arrival be- 
itete aim, and 1 continual fire of the ing lb fudden and unexpected, that 
enemy. Were equally incapable of a complete furprize, great execu- 
making any impreffion on their tion, and total difperfion, were 
cool and determined valour, and almoft the inftantaneous confe- 
6f, in any degree, affeCting the quences. This fevere ftroke, a- 
CxcellenCy of their difcipline. The long with the preceding defeat at 
light infantry of the guards, being the ford, had lbch an effeCt upon 
the firft that were landed, inftant- s the militia, who had hitherto only 
ly formed, and in a &w minutes heard of the rigours and dangers 
killed or difperfed every thing of war, that they not only imme- 
that appeared before them. Gen. diately abandoned all their polls 
David fon, who unexpectedly, and on the river, but were fo totally 
for himfelf unfortunately, had ar- cowed and dilpirited, that they 
rived at this poft, with 1 300 militia did not once after, in any m an- 
on the preceding evening, was, ner, make the Imalleft attempt to 
witfi fome other officers/ found interrupt the progrels of the army 
among the llain. Colonel Hall in its march to the Yadkin, air 
of the guards was the only officer though its Courfe lay ft© ule Lord 
who foil on the Briciffi fide ; and Cornwallis’s own woras) through 
though a good many private men one of the molt rebellious traCts in 
Were wounded, yet the lofs itteve- America. 

ty refpeCt would appear incredi- Though the enemy had aban- 
My fmall io fhofe, Who are not dotted Beattie’s ford, yet the con- 
aecUffomed to confider the prodi- tinual fall of rain, and fwelling of 
gious difference between real and the river, had rendered the paf- 

fage 




Digitized by 


Google 



HISTORY 01 

fege both tedious and difficult to 
Coiond ’ Webfter. "It was, how- 
ever, at length. Saccomplifhed to- 
wards the evening; and he ’Wa6 
enabled to join the commander in 
chief, in fome time after dark, at 
about fix miles diftanoe from the 
ford. 

Intelligence being received, that 
Morgan had commended a forced 
march in the afternoon, which it 
was afterwards found that he had 
continued through the night, to 
the northward, towards Saiifbuiy, 

the defire of retaliating on that 
commander, was fo ftrong with the 
army, that they purfned him in 
the morning with the utmoflfpirit 
and vigour; hoping, notwithstand- 
ing the diftance he had gained, by 
dint of exertion, Still to overtake 
or intercept him while he was en- 
tangled among the rivers . But the 
difficulties of bad roads, bad wea- 
ther, and fwelled creeks, whioh 
they had to furmount, were fo 
great and fo numerous, that it 
could not poffibly be done, with 
the effect that was wifhed. Mor- 
gan had arrived at the trading fort 
•n the Yadkin, in the night between 
the fecond and third of February, 
and during the remainder of that, 
and in the courfe of the following 
day, hadpafledthebodyofhis infan- 
try, with the cavalry, and moil of 
the waggons over the river ; fo That 
when the guards, by a courfe of 
the moft ftrenuous exertions, had 
come up in the evening, they could 
only rout and diiperfe his rear, 
and take the few remaining wag- 
gons. 

Morgan having fecured the boats 
»n the other, fide, and the ford 
through which he had pafted his 
waggons and cavalry being now 
rendered impafTable by the ludden 
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rife of the river, Lord Cornwallis 
determined to march to the upper 
fords, which, as we before obfenned, 
are generally pafiable ; but be was 
under a necelfity of making fome 
fhort delay by the way, at Salilbu- 
ry, for the procuring of a, hafty 
and fcanty fopply of provlfions. 

In the mean time he received in- 
telligence, that Morgan had quit- 
ted the banks of the Yadkin, and 
that Greene was marching with the 
utmofl difpatch to form a junction 
with him at Guildford. The 
: Britifh commander knowing that 
i Greene had not yet received his 
reinforcements' from Virginia, nor 
even had time to colledt the North 
Carolina militia, was fenfible, that 
he would by all poffible means 
avoid an engagement in the latter, 
and of courfe endeavour to make 
his way into the other, where his 
fupport lay. To coujiteradt this 
defign was therefore his great ob- 
ject ; and he accordingly endea- 
voured with the utmofl diligence, 
and every degree of exertion, to 
get before him to the river Dan j 
for that river, and the Roanoke 
into which it falls, form the boun- 
dary between the two provinces * r 
and by leizmg- the upper fords on 
the firfl, he hoped to reduce 
Greene to a necelfity either of 
fighting, or of abandoning bis 
communication with, and all hope 
of fuccour from Virginia ; while, 
in the latter cafe, he would run 
no fmall rifque of being inextrica- 
bly encloled and hemmed in, be- 
tween the great rivers on the 
weft, the fea on the eaft, and the 
forces under the Lords Cornwallis 
and Rawdon, on the north and 
fouth. 

It was now a trial of difpatch 
hetween both armies, which fhould 
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firft gain the northern frontier. 
The Britifh fucceeded, and cut 
.Greene off from the upper fords ; 
and Lord Cornwallis being allured, 
that the lower were impracticable, 
and that the country could not af- 
ford any number of boats, at all 
.fufficlent for the pafiage of Greene’s 
-army, thought he could not now 
efcape without a deciiive blow, 
/and accordingly purfued him with 
the utmoft expedition. This was, 
i however, impeded by great and 
.numerous difficulties. The intel- 
ligence to be obtained, was pot 
only extremely defective, but feetais 
to have been intendedly delufi^e ; 
f the want of light troops was now 
feverely felt 5 and the enemy by 
> their abundance of them, were 
enabled to break down all the 
bridges in the line of march, and 
l to throw numberlefs other irapedi- 

W u ments in the way of 

Feb. 15th. thearmy# Upon (heir 

arrival at Boyd’s Ferry, they dis- 
covered to their inexpreflible grief 
.and vexation, that all their toil 
and exertions had been vain, and 
that all their hopes were fruftrat- 
ed. The enemy had been fur- 
nifhed with boats fufficient (in 
direCt contradiction to all the in- 
telligence received by the Britifh 
general) to convey their whole 
army and baggage, on, the preced- 
ing day and night, over the ri- 
ver. 

Nothing ever exceeded, except 
the vigour and perfeverance with 
which they were encountered and 
furmounted, the hardffiips, and dif- 
ficulties, which the army endured , 
in this long courfe of march, from 
Salifbury to the Dan, and then in 
the purfuit of Greene to Boyd’s 
. Ferry. Their wants and diftrelfes 
were not lefs than their toils and 


fatigues. * They traverfed a couifc- 
try, which was alternately a wild 
and inhofpitable foreft, or inhabit- 
ed by a’ people, who were at leaft 
highly adverfe, however they might 
venture, or not, to be; hoftile. 
When to thefe we add all the pof- 
fible incommodities, incident to 
bad roads, heavy rains, want of 
cover, and the continual wadihg 
through numberlefs deep creeks 
and rivers in the depth of winter, 
we fhall ftill form only very faint 
and inadequate ideas of the luffer- 
ings which they endured. * 

The army being in no condition 
to venture the invafion of fo power- 
ful a province as Virginia, in the 
prefent circumftances, and North 
Carolina being in a ftate of the 
utmoft. diforder and confufion. 
Lord Cornwallis, after giving the 
troops a day’s reft, led them by 
eafy marches to Hillfborougb, 
where be ereCted the royal fiandard, 

< and iflued a proclamation, inviting 
all loyal fubjeCb to repair tout, 
and to take an aCtive part in aflift- 
ing him to reftore order and con- 
ftitutional government in the co- 
lony. 

During thefe tranfadions. Co- 
lonel Balfour, who coryinjianded at 
Charles-Town, equipped a fmall 
force for an expedition to Cape 
Fear River, not only to co-operate 
with Lord Cornwallis by a diver- 
fion on that fide, and by gaining 
poffeffion of Wilmington, but like- 
wife to make that way a convey- 
ance for the furnifhing his army 
with thofe neccftary fupplies, which, 
in the prefent ftate of the war, could 
fcarcely be done in any other man- 
ner. Major Craig, with about 
300 land forces, was difpatched 
upon this fervice towards the lat- 
ter end of January $ and the men 
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were convoyed and fupported by 
Capt/ Barclay, in the Blonde fri- 
gate, with the Otter and Delight 
Hoops of war ; the marine force 
and the troops; being equally par- 
takers in the fortune of the eriter- 
pnze. 

* Capt. Barclay landed all the 
marines, in order to fupply the 
weaknefs of the land force, about 
nine miles' fhort of Wilmington ; 
the inhabitants fent a deputation 
to propofe terms, which were not 
liftened to ; and the town being 
abandoned by its defenfive force, 
conhfling of about 150 men, was 
taken without refinance . The in- 
habitants delivered up their arms, 
were admitted to parole, and fe- 
cured in their property. The Bri- 
ti(h commanders being informed, 
that feveral veflfels loaded with 
provifions, ammunition, and the 
effeft of thofe who were in arms, 
as well as of fome Spaniards and 
French, who had lately fettled at 
Cape Fear, had efcaped up the 
north-eaft branch of that river, 
piufued them both by land and 
water ; four or five were accord- 
ingly taken, and fome others burnt 
by the enemy. The batteries be- 
ing clofed in, and the works re- 
paired or completed, Wilming- 
ton was made a poft of fome fort 
of ftrength, and continued for 
fome little time to be of import- 
ance. 

Lord Cornwallis being inform- 
ed, that a confiderable number 
of loyalifts inhabited the country 
between the Haw and the Deep 
rivers, he difpatched Col. Tarle- 
ton with the cavalry, and a fmall 
body of infantry, to prevent any 
interruption in their aflembling or 
’loving. But it happened moll 
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unluckily, that a part of the ene- 
my’s light troops had entered the 
country on one fide, at the very 
time that the Britifh detachment 
entered it on another; and that 
they fell in with a body of about 
200 of thefe people, who, under 
' the conduft of a Colonel Pyle, 

! were on their way to join the royal 
army at Hillfborough. Thefe un- 
fortunate royalifts, who had notice 
of Tarleton’s approach, mi flaking* 
the enemy for his detachment, 

, and not being yet apprehenfive 
of the wiles and circumvention of 
war, fuffered thejnfdlves, without 
the fmalleft effort, to be enclofed 
and furrounded; when, without 
refi fiance, and, it is faid, crying 
out for quarter, a number of them 
were moft inhumanly put to the 
fword ! , 

In the mean time. Lord Corn- 
wallis having received intelligence, 
that Greene being reinforced in 
Virginia had repaired the Dan, he 
thought it neceifary to colledt his 
force by recalling Tarleton ; and 
forage and provifions growing 
fcarce in the neighbourhood of 
Hillfborough, and the pofition be- 
ing too diftant to afford counte- 
nance and proteftion to the well 
affe&ed upon the advance of the 
enemy, he thought it expedient 
to make a movement to the Haw 
River, which he palled, and en- 
camped near Allemance -Creek ; 
having pufhed Tarleton a few miles 
forward towards the Deep River, 
with the cavalry, the light com- 
pany of the guards, and 150 of 
Webfter’s brigade. Greene’s light 
troops foon made their appearance ; 
upon which Tarleton received or- 
ders to move forward, and, with 
proper precaution, to make what 
difcoveiy 
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cfifcovery he could of the motions . means, he loft a very favourable 


and defigns of the enemy, 

„ j Tarleton had not 
March 2d * advanced far when he 
fell in. with a conliderable corps of 
the enemy, . whon) heinftantly at- 
tacked, and foon routed ; but be- 
ing ignorant of their force, how 
they were (upported, and grown 
circumfpetl from experience, he 
with great prudence retrained his 
ardour, and defifted from the pur- 
fuit. He foon learned from the 
prifoners, that thpfe he had de- 


opportunity of .attacking the rebel 
army. 

Though Greene had thus fallen 
back with his main body, he left 
his light troops and militia to fo- 
rage and occupy the country in 
the front of the Britilh army j and 
tbofe, in defiance of repeated 
examples, which might well have 
ferved to keep them conftantly 
alert and upon their guard, feem- 
ing totally to forget the fort of 
enemy, to whofe eye and ob- 


feated were the corps called Lee’s fervatipn they were ^xpofed, were 
legion, with three or four hundred difperfed, and polled carelelsly at 
Back Mountain men, and fome feveral plantations, confulting only 
militia, under a Colonel Preffon. their convenience, and the facility 


6th. 


of fublillence. This litua- 
tion induced Lord Cornwal- 
lis to put the army fuddenly in 
motion ; with a view, not only 
It appeared afterwards, though , of beating up their quarters, and 
it does no,t feem to have been then driving them in upon the army. 


He likewife difpovered through the 
fame intelligence, that Greene, 
with a part of his army, was at no 
great diltance. 


known to the Britilh general, that 
Greene had yet only received a 
part of the reinforcements he ex- 
pefted ; and that a more confider- 
able body were then on their way 
to join him from Virginia. This 
induced him to fall fuddenly back 
to Thompfon’s Houfe, near Boyd’s 
Ford, on the Reedy Fork. It is 
remarkable, and delerving of par- 
. ticular notice, that although this 
part of the country, where the 
army now was, was confidered and 
dillinguifhed, as being peculiarly 


but ot attacking Greene himfelf, 
if any fair opportunity fhould of- 
fer. He completely fucceeded in 
the firll part of his defign ; and 
at Weitzell’s Mill, on the Reedy 
Fork, where they ventured to make 
a Band, the Back Mountain men, 
and fome Virginia militia, l'uffered 
conliderably j and the fecund part 
only failed, through Greene’s 
making a timely and precipitate 
retreat over the Haw River. 

The vicinity of the fords on the 
Dan, which lay in the rear of the 


and. zealoufly attached to the Bri- . . enemy, . and the extreme difficulty 


tilh caufe and intereft $ and yet. 
that Lord Cornwallis Ihould have 
had occafion pathetically to com- 
plain, that his Situation was among!! 
timid friends, and adjoining to in- 
feterate rebels j and, that be- 


of fubfilting the army, in the in- 
, termediate e*haulted country, ren- 
dered it in vain for the Britilh 
general to purfue them over the 
Haw, under any hope of being 
able to force them to a6tion. He 


tween them, he had been totally thought therefore, the moll cli- 
deftitute of information ; by which gible courfe which he could in the 

♦ prefent 
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prefent (late of things purfue, was, 
by effe&ually covering their coun- 
try, to afford the friends, of the 
royal caufe time and encourage- 
ment to aifemble, and to join the 
army ; keeping an eye at the lame 
time to Cape Fear River; the 
communication with which it 
yrould foon become indifpenfably 
necelfary to open, through the 
grievous dillrelfes of the army, 
which were now become nearly 
insupportable, under the want of 
fupplies of every fpecies. He was, 
however, determined to fight the 
enemy in the mean time, if their 
army at all approached, under a 
foil conviction, that nothing lefs 
than a clear and decided fu- 
periority in arms, could anfwer the 
great purpofe and end of their 
exceedingly toilfome and arduous 
winter campaign, which was to 
draw forth into aCtion. the fup- 
pofed numerous loyalifts who in- 
habited that province. 

In purfuance of this plan, the 
army encamped, on the 13 th of 
March, at the Quaker Meeting- 
houfe, within the forks of the 
Deep River. On the following 
day, Lord Cornwallis was inform- 
ed, that General Butler, with a 
body of North Carolina militia, 
together with the expected rein- 
forcements from Virginia, had all 
joined Greene; this was accom- 
panied with a very exaggerated 
reprefcntation of his force, which 
was ftated at no lefs than nine 
or ten thoufand men ; and in- 
telligence, which was confiderably 
nearer the truth, that he was 
in full march to attack the Britifh 
army. On the fame evening he 
received authentic intelligence, 
that Greene had advanced to 
Vo l. XXIV. 


Guildford, which was only about 
twelve miles from the Britifh 
camp. 

Lord Cornwallis being now 
pretty well perfuaded that the ene- 
' my intended to venture an engage- 
ment, thought it necelfary to fend 
the waggons and baggage, under 
a ftronger efcort than he could 
well fpare, to Bell’s Mill, which 
was confiderably lower down on 
the Deep River, in the heart of 
the well-affe6led country ; and on 
the following ifiom- M . 
ing, at day-break, he - 
marched with the remainder of 
the army, either to meet the ene- 
my on th« way, or to attack them 
in their encampment. About four 
miles from Guildford, the advanc- 
ed guard, under Col. Tarleton, 
fell in with Col. Lee’s legion, 
and thofe other light troops whom 
they had before engaged^ Thefe 
Tarleton again attacked and 
routed ; and the army continuing 
its march, foon dil covered, the 
enemy drawn up in order of battle, 
upon a rifing ground, about a mile 
and a half from Guildford Court- 
houfe. The light troops who had 
been defeated, haying been fe- 
veral days entirely detached from 
Greene’s army, the prifoners now 
taken could give no manner of 
account, of the order, numbers, 
or difpofition of the enemy ; and 
the country people, who Were 
examined as to the nature of the 
ground, whether from ftupidity 
or defign, were fo exceedingly in- 
accurate, if not unintelligible in 
their deferiptions, as to affprd'very 
little fatisfa6lion upon the lub- 
je£t. Indeed the difficulty of pro- 
curing intelligence, and the little 
reliance to be placed upon that 

[£] which 
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which was obtained, feem to be 
amoirg the dktinguHbing features 
of the war in this province. 

Under thele embarraifmg cir- 
cumltances, the Britiih General 
was obliged to adapt his difpo- 
fitions and meafures, principally, 
to the apparent face of the country 
and dilpofition of the enemy. 
The country in general prefented 
a wilderneis, covered with tall 
woods, which were rendered in- 
tricate by flirubs and thick under- 
brufh ; but which was interfperled 
here and there, by a few (cattered 
plantations and cleared fields. In 
the fpace immediately between the 
head of the column and the enemy, 
was a confiderable plantation, one 
large field of which was on the 
left hand of the line of march, 
and two others, wjth a wood, of 
about two hundred yards broad, 
lying between them, was on the 
right of it ; and beyond thefe 
fields, the wood continued for fe- 
veral miles to the right. In the 
front, beyond the plantation, was 
another wood, of aboil t a mile in 
depth ; and its. back opened into an 
extenfive fpace of cleared ground 
which furrounded Guildford Court - 
houfe. The woods on the right 
and left were 'reported to be im- 
practicable for cannon : the ene- 
my’s firlt line appeared drawn up 
on the fkirts of that in the front. 

The wood on the right, appear- 
ing to be fonjewhat more open 
thar. im oppofite, induced Lord 
Corr.wa.iis to direct his attack 
againfi th*j enemy’s left wing ; and 
the arliliery were brought up the 
coad to cannonade their center, 
vhiifi he was making his dlfpo- 
:i liens in the following order. On 
the right, the Heifian regiment of 
Bole, with the 71ft Britiflr, were 


led by Major-General Lcftie, and 
fupported by the firft battalioh of 
guards. On the left, the 23d and 
33 d regiments were led by Col. 
We biter, and fupported by the 
grenadiers, and the fecond bat- 
talion of guards, under the con- 
duit of Brigadier-General O’Hara. 
The German yagers, with the’ 
light infantry of the guards, re- 
mained in the wood, on the left of 
the guns; and the cavalry, under 
Col. Tarleton, were drawn up in 
the road, in readinefs to a6t as 
circumltances might require. 

Gen. Greene’s army was drawn 
up in three lines ; the front line, 
which was only in fight, was com- 
poled of the two North Carolina 
brigades of militia, under their 
own Generals Butler and Eaton, 
The fecond line, drawn up at a 
proper diltance in the wood, was 
compofed of two brigades of Vir- 
ginia militia, commanded by the 
Generals Stephens and Lawfon. 
But the hope and main flrengthof 
the army, was placed in the third 
line, which confided of two bri- 
gades of Virginia and Maryland 
continental (or regular) troops, 
under the eondudt of Gen. Huger 
and Col. William*. Col. Wafh- 
ington, with his dragoons, a de- 
tachment of continental light in- 
fantry, and Lynch’s regiment of . 
riflemen, formed a feparate corps 
to cover the right flank ; and Col. 
Lee, with his legion, a detach- 
ment of light infantry, and Camp- 
bell’s riflemen, were appointed to 
cover the left. 

It is probable that Greene’s 
whole force did not fall much, if 
any thing, fburt of 6000 men; 
and it feems as probable, from the 
long fervice they had gone through, 
and the conleq'uent thirxnels of the 
batta- 
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battalions, as well as from other 
preceding and fubfequent circum- 
ftances, that Lord Cornwallis’s 
forces could fcaTcely exceed a third 
of that number. The accounts 
publiflied at the time, on either 
fide, being always calculated to 
make certain impreflions, and to 
anlwer immediate purpofes, can 
never afford a clue to accurate 
eftimate in luch cafes. The fimi- 
larity between Greene’s dilpofi- 
tions on this day, and thofe which 
had lately fucceeded fo well with 
Morgan, cannot fail of ftriking 
every one who attentively coniiders 
both; the refemblance will like- 
wife appear in fome parts of the 
a&ion, as well as in the plan or 
defign. 

The a6Hon began about half an 
horn* paft one o’clock in the after- 
noon ; when Major-General Leflie 
found himfelf fo much out-tlanked 
by the enemy’s left, that he was 
obliged to bring the firft battalion 
of guards forward into the line, to 
the right of the regiment of Bofe; 
after which he was not long in de- 
feating every thing that yet ap- 
peared before him. At the fame 
time. Colonel Webfter, who ad- 
vanoed with equal vigour on Lef- 
lies left, was no lefs fuccelsful in 
his front; but finding that the 
33 d was expofed to a very heavy 
fire from the enemy’s right wing, 
hefuddenly and judicioufly changed 
his front to the left, and being 
fupported by the yagers, and light 
iniantiy^of the guards, attacked 
and routed them on that fide; 
while the grenadiers, and fecond 
battalion of guards, moved for- 
ward to occupy the ground in the 
center, which he had juft quitted. 

All the infantry being now in 
the line. Col. Tarleton was di- 
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refted to keep his cavalry entire 
and compa6t, and not to charge 
by any means without orders, ex- 
cepting only the moft evident ne- 
cellity of prote&ing fome corps 
from defeat or ruin. In fa6t, not- 
withftanding this beginning fuc- 
cefs, all the Severity and danger 
of the action was yet to come. 
For, although the North Carolina 
militia, in the firft line, had 
fhamefully abandoned their poll, 
and ran away, without at all hand- 
ing the coiftiift ; the Virgnia mi- 
litia, in the fecond line, were by 
no means ihfluenced by their ex- 
ample ; they, on the contrary, 
flood their ground for a confider- 
able time, and fought with great 
relblution ; and when they were 
at length broken, and driven back 
upon the continental troops in the 
third line, the battle then became 
only the more arduous and doubt- 
ful. It was indeed an action of 
almoft infinite diverfity. The ex- 
cellive thicknefs of the woods, 
had rendered the bayonet in a 
great meafure ufelefs ; had enabled 
the enemy, however broken, to 
rally, to fight in detachment, and 
to make repeated and obftinate 
Hands ; it had neceflarily and en- 
tirely broken the order of battle $ 
and feparated and disjoined thq 
Britifh corps, who could know no 
more of each other, than what they'' 
gathered from the greatnels, the 
continuance, or the courfe of the 
firing, in different quarters. Thus 
the battle degenerated into a num- 
ber of irregular, but hard-fought 
and bloody fkirmifhes. 

On the right, the firft battalion 
of guards, with the regiment of 
Bofe, after they imagined that 
they had nearly carried every thing 
before them, were warmly en- 
[£] % gaged 
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gaged ill front, flank and rear, 
not only with fuch parts of the 
routed or broken enemy who had 
again rallied, £ut with a part of 
the extremity of their left wing, 
which, through the clofeneis of 
the wood » had been pafled, un- 
broken and unobferved. A fiml- 
lar firing was continued on the 
left, where Webfter’s corps was 
engaged. In the mean time, the 
*7 ill regiment, with the grena- 
' diers, and the fecond battalion of 
guards, Which .were in the- center, 
being uncertain what was palling 
on either hand, but hearing the 
fire advance on the left, continued 
to^move orr along the road through 
the wood, being accompanied by 
the artillery, which kept pace 
with them, and followed by the 
cavalry. The guards firft gained 
the cleared ground, near Guild- 
ford £ourt-houfe. Where they 
found a corps of continental in- 
fantry, formed in the open field 
on the left of the road. 

Though the enemy were much 
fuperior in number, the fecond 
battalion of guards, glowing with 
impatience to fignalize themlelves, 
inftantly attacked/and routed them 
with fuch effect, as to take their 1 
cannon ; but mirfuing them with 
too much ardour into the wood, 
they were fuddenly thrown into ' 
confufion by a very heavy and un- 
expected fire ; and being inltantly 
charged by Col. Wafliington, at 
the head of his regiment of dra- 
goons, the diforder was* irretrieva- 
ble, and they were driven back, 
and purfiied into the field, with 
the lofs of the two fix-pounders 
which they had juft taken. The 
fortune of the day, at this inftant, 
leexned only to hang by a Angle 
hair* The critical bringing up of 
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two three -pounders, and their 
well-timed and well-direCted fire, 
under the conduCf of Lieutenant 
Macleod of the artillery, ferved 
to repulfe, or at lead to keep 
at . bay, the cavalry for the pre- 
lect, and afforded fome leifure 
for breathing and recovery to tfie 
guards. In the mean time, the 
grenadiers, with the 71ft regiment, 
wfiofe paflage had been impeded 
by fome deep ravines they fell 
in with on their way, began to 
appear, coming out of the wood 
on the right 3 which, as it could 
not fail to damp the enemy, 
ferved equally to infpirit the royal 
troops, and to facilitate the en- 
deavours of Brig.-Gen. O’Hara; 
who, notwithstanding his being 
lb rely wounded, was ufing the 
moft fpirited and fuccefsful exer- 
tions in rallying the guards. They 
accordingly, being now confirmed 
and fupported by, the coming up 
of the grenadiers, returned to the 
charge with frefh ardour ; and to 
render the affair decifive, the 23d 
regiment arrived at that inffant 
from the left, and Tarleton came 
fweeping on with his cavalry. 
Such a conjunction of favourable 
circumltances could not but pro- 
duce their effect. The enemy 
were attacked on all fides 5 de- 
feated ; and not only loft the .two 
firft fix-pounders, which they had 
fa ldtely recovered, but two 
others, being the whole artillery 
which they had brought into the 

About the fame time, the 33d 
regiment, and the light infantry 
of the guards, after long a&ion, 
and overcoming many difficulties, 
had entirely routed the corps 
which were oppofed to them on 
the left ; fo that the ablion being 

now 
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bow entirely ended on that fide, 
the* 23d and 71ft regiments, with 
part of the cavalry, were difpatch- 
ed in purfuit of the flying enemy. 
In the mean time a heavy firing 
was ftill continued in the woods 
on the right, where the firft bat- 
talions of guards,’ and the regi- 
ment of Bole, had their hands fully 
engaged with the militia, in, a fort 
of aftion which was entirely fuited * 
to the habits and genius of the > 
litter. * The appearance of the ca- 
; valry, and the fpirited attack made 
byTarleton, contributed much to 
[ extricate thofe regiments, and to 
occafion the difperfion of the mi- 
litia in the woods. 

Thus ended the very fharp, 
hard-fought, and exceedingly^ di- 
verfified action at Guildford. An 
action, in which the perfevering 
I valour, and admirable difcipline 

| of the Britifh troops, were moll 

r eminently diftinguifhed. Nothing 

Icfs, indeed, than an unlimited 
j portion of the one, and an un- 
equalled perfection in the other, 

I could have triumphed againlt fo 

1 great a fuperiority of force, and 

I fitch infuperable difficulties of 

ground. Lord Cornwallis declar- 
ed, in public orders, that he fhould 
ever confider it as the greateft ho- 
nour of his life, to have been 
placed at the head of fo gallant 
an army $ . and the merit was fo 
general, that every corps, and al- 
moft every officer above the rank 
of a fubaltcrn, received his public 
thanks and acknowledgments for 
their particular and diltinguifhed 
fervices. Among thefe, we mult 
not forget the brave Heffian regi- 
ment of Bofe, and their gallant 
commanded, Major de Buy. 

| No public* acknowledgment 
I could be made (nor would it have 


been adequate if thele could) of' 
the noble commanders own me-j 
rits ; which, if poffiblc, were more , 
highly diltinguifhed. on this day,- 
than in the rnoft brilliant of his. 
former actions. Notwithflanding- 
an exceeding bad ftate of healthy 
he ; feemed to be ever)' where pre- 
fent ;• and afforded lupport and 
relief to every corps that was hard* 
prefied. It was then no wonder^ 
that two horfes were fhot under, 
him 5 but it may well be deemed** 
fuch, that he efcaped himfelf un-* 
hurt. 

On the other fide it muft be 
acknowledged, that Several of* the* 
American corps difputed the day 
with great conftancy ; and that 
they rallied, returned to the 
charge, and flood feveral fevers 
fhocks, with a perfeverance and 
courage, which would have done 
honour to veteran troops. The 
rebel cavalry very much diftin- 
guifhed themlelves. It would like- 
wife feem, that Greene (hewed no 
common lhare of ability, in tjie 
drawing up of his army, the choice 
of his ground, and fuch a difpo- 
fition of his force, as was fuited 
both to its nature and theirs. Nor 
does any want of generallhip ap-, 
pear in the courfe and conduct 
of the adlion. The exceeding bad 
behaviour of the firft line, both 
with refpe< 5 t to efte6t and example, 
was fufficient to have introduced 
diforder and difmay in any army j 
and could not but greatly influence 
the fortune of the day. 

The lofs on the Britifh fide, 
in any comparative eftimate, drawn 
from the length, circumftances, 
and feverity of the a£ion, would 
appear very moderate ; but if con- 
fidered, either with refpe£t to the 
dumber of the army, its ability to 
[£} 3 .. bear 
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bear the lofs, or the intrinfic va- 
lue of the brave' men who fell or 
were di fabled, it was great indeed. 
In the whole it exceeded 500 
men $ of whom, though fcarcely 
a fifth were killed on the fpot, 
many died afterwards of their 
wounds ; and undoubtedly, a 
much greater number were dif- 
abled from all future fervice. At 
any rate, the army was deprived 
of about one-fourth in number 
(and that by no means the leaft 
effective) of its prefent force. 
The guards loft Col. Stuart, with 
the Captains, Schutz, Maynard, 
and Goodricke, befides fubalterns. 
Col. Webfter, a brave, experi- 
enced, and diftinguifhed officer, 
who commanded the brigade on 
the left, died of his wounds, to the 
no fmall lofs of the fervice, and 
the very great regret of the gene- 
ral as well as the army. The 
Brigadier- Generals O’Hara and 
Howard, as well as Col. Tarleton, 
and feveral other officers, were 
wounded. 

The Americans gave no fttir 
ftate of their lofs ; which would 
have been alone a fufficient reafon 
for concluding it to be very confi- 
derable. They only publifhed an 
account of the killed and wound- 
ed of the continental troops, who 
, formed but a fmall part of their 
army. It was faid, that all the 
houfes for many miles round were 
filled with their wounded. The 
action was fpread through fo wide 
an extent of country, and that fo 
thickly wooded, that the vi6tors 
could form no eftimate of the flain. 
But whatever that might be, their 
principal lets conlifted in the de- 
fertion of that part of the militia 
who were within any . reach of 
home 3 for they, according to efta- 


blifhed cuftom, feized the oppor- 
tunity of being difperfed in the 
woods by an a£tion, to make the 
beft of their way, without once 
looking back. Gen. Greene be- 
llowed great praifes upon the bra- 
very of the Virginia militia, and 
of the light troops under Lee and 
Walhington, as well as of the 
Virginia and Maryland regulars. 
In a very modeft letter to the Pre- 
fident of the Congrefs, he fatisfie# 
himfelf with attributing the Bri- 
tilh fuccefe to the fuperiority of 
their difeipline. 

Greene retreated, with the con- 
tinental forces and fuch part as 
could yet be colle£led of the Vir- 
ginia militia, to the Reedy-Fork 
River, which he palled 3 and fays 
himfelf, that he halted on the other 
fide of the ford, which was only 
three or four miles from the laft 
feene of action, until he was join- 
ed by the ftragglers 3 but by Lord 
Cornwallis’s account, we are to 
underftand, that he did not' flop 
until he arrived at the iron works 
on Troublefome Creek, 18 miles 
from the field of battle. Indeed 
Greene himfelf dates his letter, 
on the following day, from thofe 
very iron works ; but eftimates the 
diftance at little more than half 
what we have ftated. Without 
entering at all into this queltion, 
it is fufficient to obferve, that 
however the Americans w£re rout- 
ed, the royal forces were in no 
condition to maintain a purfuit. 
Befides that the troops were worn 
down by the exceifive fatigue of a 
confiderable march in the firft in- 
ftance, without baiting, and that 
immediately fucceeded by fo long 
and fo toillbme an a£lion, their 
numerous wounded, who were 
fcattered over an extenfive fpace 
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| of country, required the mod im- 
; mediate attention ; but to render 
the impediments to a purfuit ut- 
j terly inlurmountable, the enemy 
! were greatly fuperior in cavalry, 

1 as well as in every fpecies of light 
, troops. 

k Such was the penury and mifer- 
able date of the country, that the 
troops were without bread for two 
days that they continued at Guild- 
ford 3 nor could even forage be 
procured at a nearer diltance than 
nine miles. And though this 
victory was gained at the entrance 
of tjie country in which the loy- 
alifts were fuppofed to be nu- 
merous, it does not appear, that it 
was capable of inducing any bpdy 
of that people, deferving of name 
or confideration, to join the roy- 

18th Rrm Y 9 Und^r thefe 
circumftances, Lord Corner 
walHs moved with the army to 
Bell’s Mill, on the Deep River 3 
whither the baggage had been lent 
before the adlion; and was obliged 
to leave yo of the worlt of the 
wounded behind, at the New- 
Garden, Quaker Meeting-houfe, 
with proper affillance and accom- 
modation, but of neceflity in the 
power of the enemy. 

A march of two days brought 
the army to Bell's Mill, where 
they continued two more, as well 
to afford rell to the troops, as to 
procure fome lcanty fupply of pro- 
vilions. The neceflities of the 
army in general, and the diftreffes 
of the lick and wounded, left the 
marching towards Wilmington, in 
order to obtain thofe fupplies and 
accommodations which were in- 
difpenfably neceiTary to both, no 
longer a matter of choice. * They 
accordingly moved, by fuch eafy 
marches as fuited the eafe and con- 
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venience of the wounded, towards 
Crols-Creek, upon the north-weft 
branch of the Cape Fear River \ 
being the fame, which in its ori- 
gin, and long after, is known by 
the name of the Haw. On the 
way. Lord Cornwallis itlued a 
proclamation, and ufed every other 
poflible means, as well to conci- 
liate the enemies, as to encourage 
and call forth the friends of the 
royal caufe, to the taking an adtive 
part in its fupport. It does not, 
however, appear, that his endea- 
vours upon this occafion were at- 
tended, even after a very fplendid 
vidtoiy, with any greater effect 
than they had hitherto been, in 
the courle of his long peregrina- 
tion through different parts of that 
province. 

Such was the ftrange and unto- 
ward nature of this unhappy war, 
that vidlory now, as we have al- 
ready leen in more than one other 
inftance, was produdtive of all the 
confequences of defeat. The news 
of this vidtory in England, for 
a while, produced the ul'ual effects 
upon the minds of the people 
in general. A very little time 
and retiedtion gave rife to other 
thoughts; and a feries of victo- 
ries cauled, for the firft time, 
the beginning of a general defpair. 
The fact was, that while the Bri- 
titli army altonifhcd both the old 
and the new world, by the great- 
nefs of its exertions and the rapi- 
dity of its marches, it had never 
advanced any nearer even to the 
conquelt of North Carolina. And 
fuch Was the hard fate of the 
vidtors, who had gained fo much 
glory at Guildford, as, in the firft 
place, to abandon a part of their 
wounded 3 and, in the fecond, to 
make a circuitous retreat of 200 
[£] 4 miles. 
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miles, before they cc-uld find fhel- 
ter or reft. 

. Lord Cornwallis had been 
taught to expedt, from all the in- 
formation which he received, that 
Crofs-Creek lay in fo plentiful a 
country, that it would be an ex- 
ceedingly proper place for aflford- 
gqg fome days’ repofe and refrefh- 
n>ent to his troops. But, to his 
great difappointment, he found, 
upon his arrival, that this intelli- 
gence was of the ufual value, and 
that neither provifions nor forage 


were to be procured. This was 
rendered the more grievous, upon 
alfo difcovering, that the windings 
of the river rendered the naviga- 
tion fo tedious, that the troops 
could not benefit of that mode of 
conveyance. At length, the ar- 
rival of the army in the neigh- 
bourhood of Wilmington," on the 
7th of April, put an end for the 
prefent, to the unceafing toils, 
and unfpeakable hardfhips, which 
they had undergone during the 
three paft months. 


CHAP. V. 

Expedition to Virginia vnder General Arnold. State of grievances which 
led to the mutiny in the American army. Penfylvania line , after a Jcvffe 
with their officers , march off from the camp , and chnfe a fcijeant to be 
their leader Meffage, and flag of truce , produce nofaiisfaftory anfwcr 
from the infur gents, who proceed firjl to Middle -Brook, and then to 
Prince -Town. Meafures ufed by Sir Henry Clinton to profit of this de- 
jettioH. Hepaffes over to Staten JJland, and fends agents to make ad- 
vantageous j/ropofals to the mutineers. Propofols for an accommodation , 
founded on a redrefs of grievances, made by Gen. Heed , and favourably 
received by the injur gents ; who march from Prince-Town to Trenton 
upon the Delaware, and deliver up the agents from Sir Henry Clinton. 
Grievances redreffed, and matters finally fettled by a committee of the 
congrefs. Ravages made by Arnold in Virginia, draw the attention of 
the French , as well as the Americans, to that country. Gen. Wqfhing- 
ton dijpatches the Marquis de la Fayette with forces to its relief. Ex- 
. pedition to the Chefapeak , concerted by M. de Tern ay, and the Count Ro- 
chambeau, at Rhode Ijland, for the J'ame purpoje , and to cut off Gen. 
Arnolds retreat. Admirals Arbuthnot and Graves encounter the French 
fleet , and overthrow all their defigns in the CheJ'apeak. Ijord Corn- 
wallis s departure to Wilmington, enables Gen. Greene to dir eft his 
operations to South Carolina. Situation of Lord Rawdon at Camden. 
American army appears before that place. Greene attacked in his camp , 
and defeated . General revolt in the interior country of South Carolina. 
Difficulties of Lord Rawdon' s fit nation , notwithftanding his vutory. 
Obliged to abandon Camden, and retire to Ndj'ous Fcny, where he 
. paffes the Santee . Britijh pvjis taken, and general hoftility of the pro- 
vince. Great havock made by the Generals Phillips and Arnold in Vir- 
ginia. Extreme difficulties of Lord Cornwallis's fit nation at Wilmington . 
Undertakes a long inarch to Virginia ; arrives at Pcterjburgh, and 
receives an account of Gen. Phillips's death. Arrival of three regiments 

from 
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from Ireland at Charles-Town , enables Lord Rawdon to march to the 
relief of Ninety-Six. Gen . Greene, having failed in his attempt to take 
the fort by florin, raifes the fiege , upon the approach of the Britifh army , 
and is vigoroufly, bat ineffectually purfued. Works at Ninety-Six de- 
frayed, and the place abandoned. Lord Rawdon marches to the Conga - 
rets ; is difappointed in the expelled junction of Col. Stuart , and narrowly 
efcapes being furrounded by the enemy, who had intercepted the intelligence 
if Stuart's failure. He forces his way through Congaree creek, and is 
joked by Col . Stuart at Orangeburgh. Gen. Greene advances to attack 
the Britifh army, but retires again in the night. Campaign cbfcs, and 
fihiation of the hoftile forces during the fickly feafon. Incredible hard W 
flips fuftained, and difficulties furmomted, by the Biitifh troops in the j 
two Carolinas . 


D URING thefe tranfa&ions 
in the Carolinas, Mr.. Ar- 
nold, who a&ed as Brigadier- 
General in the Britifh fervice, was 
difpatched by Sir Henry Clinton 
to make a diverfion in Virginia 3 
and perhaps likewife under an ex- 
pectation, that his former name 
and chara6ter would have drawn 
large bodies of thofe, who were 
reprefented as having a difpoii- 
tion to return to their alle- 
$ance, to his ftandard. His 
force, upon this expedition, con- 
lifted of the Edinburgh regiment 
UndeVLieutenant-Colonel Dundas, 
rffimated at 6co men 3 of a mixed 
American corps, compofed of horfe 
and foot, called the Queen’s 
Rangers, of about the fame num- 
ber, under the command of CoK 
Simcoe ; of Col. Robinfon’s pro- 
vincials, and of a fmall corps of 
200 men, which Arnold himfelf 
had been able to raile' at New 
York ; the whole force amounting 
to near 1700 then. This expedi- 
tion being cortduCted and fupportf 
ed, by fuch a naval force a$ was 
fuited to the nature of the lervice, 
enabled Gen. Arnold, who arrive 
ed in the Ghefapeak at the open* 
mg of the new year, to do infinite 
mifehief on the rivers, and along 
the coafts of Virginia. 


In the mean time, the Ameri- 
cans had many internal, as well as * 
external, difficulties and dangers 
to encounter. We have already 
taken notice of the well-founded 
complaints, and the great difeon- 
tents which prevailed in the Ame- 
rican army. Thefe in a great 
mealure proceeded from the fjow- 
nefs of feveral of the Rates, in* 
furnifhing their relpedlive quotas, 
whether of men, money, provi- 
fions, or cloathing, for the fupply 
of the army. This evil was the 
more intolerable, from the hope* 
leffnels of redrefs 5 as the nature 
of their government did not ad- 
mit of any coercive power, equal 
to its remedy. But though this 
was in a great meafure beyond the 
reach of congrefs, they did not 
efcape much cenfure with refpe6t 
to matters which fell immediately 
within their power as well as cog- 
nizance. 

Their ignorance in finance, and ' 
their many errors in the whole 
OeconOmy of the war, were often 
animadverted on with great feve- 
rrty by Their warmeft partizans. 
It is not indeed eafy to conceive,, 
how a body annually elected, con- 
tinually changing in almofl all its 
parts, &nd drawn from countries 
remote 
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remote from the feat and center of 
bufmefs, could avoid falling into 
many. The annual ele6ljon ie- 
cured the fidelity of the deputies ; 
but it neceflarjly detracted fome- 
thing from the uniformity and fyf- 
tem of public bufmefs. The fall 
of the currency was a grievoup 
blow to the Americans, which 
perhaps' no ability could perfectly 
prevent or remedy. From hence 
the grievances and diftrelles of the 
army equalled, if not exceeded, 
their complaints and difcontents ; 
and occasioned the refigriation pf 
many of their belt officers, as well 
as the defertion of fome faithful 
foldiers, who thereby gave up the 
whole of their long- due arrears, 
and whom nothing lefs could havp 
induced to abandon their colour^. 
To rcndgr their condition the 'more 
grievous, while the troops were 
little lefs than literally naked, it 
was faid, that cloathing for 500Q 
men had been purchafed and paid 
for in France long before j and 
that, through fome unaccountable 
fupinenefs, another large quantity 
had lain at Cape Francis for 
above eighteen months. But the 
jpoll intolerable grievance to the 
foldiery, was an a& of real injuf- 
tiqe, as >yell as a violation of the 
public faith j for through the fail- 
ure of fevetal of the ftate? in not 
fending their allotted fupply of 
mew troops, many of the loldier$ 
were compelled to ferve far bcyonc^ 
the term of their enliftment, with- 
out being able to obtain any fatif- 
fa&ion, with refp$6l to their ar- 
rears, o* even any hope of a dif T 
charge. 

Under all tl^efe circumftances, 
the mutiny which took place in 
Waftiingtous army, at the open- 
ing of the new year, is much lel6 


a matter of furprizc, tj#n its not 
having happened earlier, being | 

more general, and much more ru- j 

inous in its conl'equences. j 

The Penfylvania line, which j 

was hutted at Morris-Town, iq j 

the Jerfics, unable longer to fup- j 

prefs tfiejr difcontents, j j 

turped out to the num- * j 

ber of about 1300 men, • ! 

declaring that they would not ferve 1 

any longer, unlefs their grievances 1 

were redrelfed ; particularly with 1 

refpeft to their pay, cloathing, 
aud provifions, the two firft of 
which they had not received at all, 
and there were great deficiencies 
in the account of tho laft. 'Hie i 

intervention of the officers occad- \ 

oned a riqt, in which one of them j 

was killed, and four wounded; I 

fome of the mutineers were like-7 
Tyiie \pounded. They then col- j 

levied the artillery, llores, provi- 1 

lions, and waggons* appertaining 
tp their divifion, with all of which j 
they marched in good order out of 
camp. AfS they paffed General 
Wayne’s quarters, he fent to re- 
quell of them to defift, and to re- 
monllrate with them on the fatal 
confluences which mull attend 
their proceeding any farther. His 
representations produced no efFe6t ; * 
they continued their march until 
evening, and then chofe an ad- 
vantageous piece of ground for 
their encampment, with the fame 
caution as if they had been in an 
enemy’s country. They likewife 
elected ollicers from their own 
body $ and appointed a ferjeant- 
major, who had been a deferte$: 
from the Britifti army, to be their: 
Commander, with the rank and 
title of Major-General 5 on the 
following day they marched to 
Middle-Brook, and on the third 
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to Prince-Town. A meflage was 
fent to them on the fecond day 
from camp, defiring to know their 
intentions \ but this they refufed 
to receive. A flag of truce was 
afterwards fent ) but no general or 
fatisfaftory anfwer could be ob- 
tained 3 fome faid, that they had 
fenred three years againft their in- 
clination, and would ferve no 
longer j whilft others made a full 
redrefs of their grievances, the 
price of return. 

As foon as Sir Hemy Clinton 
had received intelligence of this 
defection in the army of the ene- 
my, be left no means untried that 
could turn it to advantage ; and 
indeed it feemed to lead to confe- 
quences of no fmall importance. 
Three Americans went as agents 
to the infurgents 5 and were em- 
powered to make the following 
propofals to them from the com- 
mander in chief, viz. To be taken 
under the prote&ion of the Britifh 
government) to have a free par- 
don for all paft offences ) to have 
the pay due to them from congrefs 
faithfully paid, without any ex- 
pectation of military fervice in re- 
turn, although it would be receiv- 
* *d if voluntarily offered 3 and the 
wily conditions required on their 
fide, were to lay down their arms, 
and return to their allegiance. It 
wasalfo recommended to them, to 
iqove behind the South River 3 and 
an affijrance was givep, that a body 
of Britifh troops fliould be in rea- 
dinefs for their protection, when- 
ever they defired it. The inabili- 
ty of congrefs to fatisfy their juft 
demands, and the leverity with 
udiich they would be treated if 
they returned to their former for- 
titude, were points to be ftrongly 
urged by the agents 3 and the m- 


furgents were required to fend 
peifons to Amboy, to meet others 
who would be appointed by the 
general, in order to difeufs and 
lettle the treaty, and bring mat- 
ters to a final conclufiop. 

In the mean time, the comman- 
der in chief, notwithftanding the 
feverity of the feafon, pafl'ed over 
to Staten Ifiand, with a large body 
of troops, where they were can- 
toned in fuch a maPner, as to be 
in readinefs for moving at the 
fhorteft notice 3 while fuch mea- 
fures were taken in the naval de- 
partment, as were neceflaty for 
their immediately pafling over to 
the continent, whenever circum- 
ftances might require their acting. 
This was as much as Sir Henry 
Clinton could yet venture to do. 
If he had attempted more, it would 
have been liable to have over- 
thrown every hope in the outfet. 
If he had pafled over to the conti- 
nent, befides exciting a general 
alarm, it would have been the 
probable means of throwing the 
mutineers dire&ly back into the 
arms of the enemy. T he me*- 
fures purfued, were thofe only 
which with fafety and prudence 
could be ventured upon, until the 
temper and defigns of the infur- 
gents were farther known : the 
revolt was properly encouraged, 
an afylum, with other advantages, 
were held out, and it was eafily 
feen that greater would be grant- 
ed. Various other meflages and 
propofals, but much to the fame 
effeft or tendency with the former, 
were afterwards fent 3 though the 
Jerfey militia had grown fo watch- 
ful both of the coafts aPd the in- 
terior roads, that the communica- 
tion became extremely difficult. 

After feVcral days* ftay at Prince- 
Town, 
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Town, the mutineers, inftead of pay, cloathing, provifions, and 
returning towards the Britilh arrears, were adjufted to their fa- 
boundaries, as was on our fide pro- tisfa&ion j and, however grievous 
pofed and hoped, gave an uner- it was to the committee, and 
ring ’ indication of the unfavour- weakening to the fervice, they 
ablenefs of their difpofition, by were obliged to confent to the 
j advancing to Trenton, difcharge of thofe, who had duly 

an * 9* on the Delaware j a dil- ferved out the term of their enlift- 
tance which cut off every idea of ment. A fimilar dilturbance in 
connexion, or of their at all ac- the New Jerfey line, which was 
ceding to Sir Henry Clinton’s pro- ftationed on the fame fide of the 
pofals ; and a mealure which held North River, was accommodated 
out a moft fatal omen to two of in the fame manner ; but m much 
his unfortunate emiflaries, who lels time, and with lels trouble, 
were (till, in their hands. For, It was not a little remarkable, 
previous to their departure from that Wafhington, who was en- 
Prince-Town, a printed paper camped on the New York fide of 
of propofals for an accommodation, the river, did not make the fmall- 
figned by General Reed, the pre- eft movement on account of thefe 
fident of the executive council of diforders $ not does it appear that 
Rate in Penfylvania, was circulat- he took any part at all in the tranf- 
ed among the inlurgents 5 and on a<ftions or meafures that enfued. 
ithe day after their arrival at Tren- It feemed either as if he could 
ton, an anfwer, in general very not rely upon the temper of the 
favourable, but requiring fome troops under his own immediate 
auxiliary conditions (and thefe command, or as if he confidered 
not unreafonable), was returned, the claims of the inlurgents to be 
wjth the approbation of the whole, well founded, and admitted their 
.by the board of ferjeants, who wrongs as a juftitication of their 
formed their grand committee, or • irregularities. Perhaps, upon the 
council ; and as an earneft of their whole, he was not forry that the 
conciliatory difpofition, or, a 3 they congrefs, as well as .the govern- 
faid, to removg every doubt of ments of the feveral ftates, ftiould 
fufpiclon and jealoufy/ they deli- have been in fome degree rouzed 
vered up the t\yo unhappy emif- and enlivened by fuch a lpur. 
iaries from New York, who were Nothing could aftord a more 
accordingly hanged without cere- ftriking in ft a nee of the general 
mony. unfavourable difpofition of the 

A committee of tb? congrefs. of Americans, with relpeft to the 
which Gen. Sullivan and Dr. Wi- jBritifh government, than the con- 
tfierfpoon were members, \yas at dubt of the infurgents upon this, 
length lent to treat with them at o'ccafion j who, fmart'ng under 
Trenton, and the matters in dif- their wrongs, in that heat of tetoi- 
ference were finally fettled to- per which could alone produce 
wards the end of the month/ Be* and lupport their violences, and 
fldes a total oblivion with ' refpebl furrounded by the dangers to 
to the paft condubf of the muti- which they had rendered fihem- 
ncers, thp matters witfi relpeft to felves liable, yet, not only rejected 
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the fecurity and favourable offers 
held out to them by Sir Henry 
Clinton, but, as an indelible mark 
of their irreconcileable enmity, 
delivered up to definition the un- 
happy men who had a£ted as his 
agents. 

The ravages made by Arnold in 
Virginia drew the attention of the 
Americans, as well as of the 
French at Rhode Ifland, particu- 
larly to that quarter. The former 
were now attacked, in their moll 
fenfible, as well as molt vulnerable 
part. The havock made in that 
countiy went dire6lly to the de- 
ftrufbon of the very lources of the 
w^r, and to the annihilation of 
ill their hopes of independency. 
With a numerous and warlike peo- 
ple, with confiderable refources, 
more perhaps than any province in 
America, that country, from its 
peculiar fituation, and from the 
modes of building, planting, and 
living, adopted by the inhabi- 
tants, is more open and expofed 
than any other, and, unlefs pro- 
tected by a confiderable army, is ex- v 
. ceedingly weak in every point of 
defence. In a word, it mult in 
its prefent (late, lie at the mercy, 
in all its moil valuable parts, of 
. whatever enemy is mailer of the 
bay of Chefapeak, and confe- 
quently of the rivers.- 

This circumflance was fo Well 
underflood, that thofe who cen- 
\ hired the conduct of the Britifh 
commanders, and the plan of the 
war, had frequently made it one 
of their principal grounds of at- 
tack, that they had not more 
early adopted operations of a fimi- 
lar nature. They pretended, that 
a powerful army was kept idle and 
nfelefs at New York, whillt a 
right application of a proper part 
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of that force to the fouthward, 
would have brought the war to 
a fpeedy arid happy conclufion. 
They went fo far, back in their 
flriCtures, as to , the time of Lord 
Cornwallis’s being, left to profe- 
cute the war in South Carolina, 
when, they fay, that he was not 
only left in too weak a flate to 
profecute it with effect and deci- 
lion, but that he was particularly 
ft ripped of the bed arid mofl adlive 
part of the forces 3 of that part 
which was peculiarly fuited to the 
nature of the war and of the coun- 
try, and which, if not totally ufe- 
lefs, could not at all be wanted, in 
that quiet and defenfive kind of 
fervice which prevailed at New 
York. They likewife faid, that 
the expedition under Gen. Leflie 
fhould have taken place much ear- 
lier, and that the force Ihould have 
been three times greater than it 
really was 3 by which means, as 
they pretend, Greene would not 
only have been prevented from 
pairing to the fouthward, but, if 
Lord Cornwallis had the force 
which he ought in the Carolinas, 
nothing could prevent his jun&ion 
with Leflie in the heart of Virgi- 
nia, and the redudion of all the 
fouthern colonies muff have been 
the immediate and inevitable con- 
fequence. They even carried their 
ftritlures to the prefent expedition 
under Arnold 3 which, they faid, 
Ihould have been committed to 
Gen. Phillips, with a force ade- 
quate to the greatnefs and import- 
ance of the objedl 3 a meafure, 
according to them, which Would 
in a very confiderable degree have 
compenfated for fome of the form- 
er errors and negledts. 

To this it has been anfwered, 
that the commander in criief could 

not 
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not have known, when he returned 
with part of the army from Charlcs- 
Town, that the campaign would 
have been ina6tive on the tide of 
New York ; and that the meafures 
which he immediately purfued on 
his arrival, fufficiently indicated 
an intention of rendering it other- 
wife. The arrival of the French 
at Rhode Ifland, the expe6lation 
of the great force under Guichen, 
and the plan laid between them 
and the Americans, of putting an 
end to the war, by a decitive blow 
upon him felf at New York, co.uld 
not but greatly have affedbed all 
his meafures, and neceflarily re- 
trained his operations. The nu- 
merous and extenfive pods of New 
York and its dependent iflands, 
required nothing lcls than an army 
for the mere purpofe of defence. 

Time and events have fliewn, 
thatthefe divided operations, which 
were long called for by feveral mi- 
litary critics, when at length they 
• were adopted, were far from mak- 
ing good the plaufible arguments 
on which they were undertaken. 

The dillreffes and danger of Vir- 
ginia obliged Wafhington, not- 
withftanding his weaknefs, to de- 
tach 2000 of his bed troops, under 
the command of the Marquis de 
la Fayette, to the relief of that, 
his native, country. The French 
at Rhode Itland thought an op- 
portunity now offered of atoning 
for their pad inactivity, by a mod 
elfentiai iervice to their allies, in 
cutting off the retreat of Arnold 
and his party from the Chefapeak ; 
an event, in which the taking him 
rifoner would not, perhaps, have 
een the Italt pleating part of the 
fervice. Betides fome late increafe 
to their naval force, they were the 
farther encouraged to this enter- 


prize, by the misfortune which the 
Britifh fquadron had newly fuf- 
tained, in a dreadful temped. In 
this calamity, the Culloden, a fine 
new fhip of 74 guns, was totally 
lod the Bedford, of the fame 
force, was difmaded and much da- 
maged ; and the America had been 
feparated, and driven fo far to lea, 
that her tituation, and even ex- 
igence, were for fome time matters 
of uncertainty. 

But previous to the intended 
expedition, in which 2000 land 
forces were to bear a part, the 
French difpatched a (hip of the 
line, with fome frigates, to the 
Chel'apeak, with a view as well of 
furprizing the fmall marine force 
in that bay, as of difcovering the 
exadt date of affairs in Virginia. 
This fmall lquadron, betides great- 
ly alarming Arnold, who was re- 
turned from an expedition up the 
river James to his principal poft 
at Fortfmouth, had the fortune to 
fall in with and take the Romulus 
man-of-war of 44 guns, which 
was totally unfulpicious of dan- 
ger. 

The Bedford’s mads being fpeed- 
ily replaced by thole of the Cullo- 
den, which had been fortunately 
laved from the wreck, the Britifh 
fleet, under the Admirals Arbuth- 
not and Graves, was much fooner 
in a condition to oppofe the detigns 
of the enemy, than they had by 
any means apprehended. Count 
Rochambeau, having embarked 
with the land forces, the French 
fleet, under M. de Ternay, failed 
from Rhode llland on the 8th of 
March, and were intercepted off 
Cape Henry on the 16th, by the 
Englilh, who had departed two 
days later from Gardner’s Bay. 
' The oppotite fleets were well poii- 
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cd in point of flrength 5 the fu- and without effe&ing any one of 
periority of a few guns on the the purpofes of the expedition ; 
fide of the Englifh, being more and they were reduced to fubmit 
than counterbalanced by the much to the hard necelfity and very 
greater number of men on the other, grievous mortification of feeing the 
The line was compofed of eight whole plan of the Virginia cam- 
fhips on each fide; including the paign difconcerted, and all the 
Romulus of 40 guns in the one, l’anguine hopes and wifhes of their 
and the Adamant of fifty in the allies fruftrated. 
other. Such was Arnold’s cfcape from, 

A partial engagement took place, probably, the mud imminent dan- 
in which nearly the whole weight ger in which he had ever been in- 
of the a&ion fell upon the Robuft, volved. The lols of men was but 
Europe, and the Prudent. The trifling <?n the Britilh fide, and 
coming up of the fhips in the cen- was almoft entirely confined to the 
ter, at length relieved the van, three fhips which were firft engag- 
who had been expoled to the whole ed 5 thirty only were (lain, and 
of the enemy’s fire. The French about feventy wounded. This, 
line being then foon broken, they like every other naval adlion in 
gave way, and began to form a the war, underwent much criti- 
new one at fome diltance. The cifm. It appears that the weather 
admiral endeavoured to purfue his was very fquaily and unfavoura- 
adyantage, by preiling upon the ble $ and, befides other, perhaps, 
enemy, and renewing the adtion ; more cogent reafons, it has or 
but the three fhips which were may be advanced, in favour of the 
firft engaged had fuffered fo much admiral, that there are few cir- 
in their rigging, that two of them cumfiances, in which it is not ex- 
were become lb abfolutely unma- ceedingly difficult to force an ene- 
nageable, as to be taken in tow, my to clofe and decifive adtion at 
and even the third was too much fea, who is abfolutely determined 
difabled, in any degree to fuftain a to ule all poilible means for evad- 
purfuit. Thcfe circumltances pre- ing that refult j and that all vigo- 
vented the admiral from being able rous attempts for the purpofe, muff 
to render the adtion decifive. The be liable to the rifque of engaging 
enemy, without an abfolute flight, under fome difadvantage. 
had by their manoeuvres gained The fleet were detained, by the 
a diftance of three or four leagues badnefs of the weather, for fome 
in the forming of their line ; and time in the Chefapeak ; which 
as they were determined not to .neceflarilv delayed their purfuit of 
come to clofe adlion, it was now the enemy. During 
out of his power to force them that interval, a con- 
toit. voy arrived from New York, with 

He, however, obtained, in part, Major-Gen. Phillips, and about 
the eflential benefits and the de- 2000 choice troops on board. The 
monfirations of vidbory. He cut long durance which that diftin- 
the enemy off from the Chefapeak, guifhed officer, with his fellows of 
who were accordingly obliged to the convention army, had under- 
return without landing their troops, gone, having been happily termi- 
nated 
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Dated, by a new cartel, which had 
been fotne months before con- 
cluded, he was now appointed to 
take the chief command in Vir- 
ginia. 

The departure of Lord Corn- 
wall is to Wilmington, having left 
South Carolina open, Gen. Greene 
did not neglect the opportunity of 
ilire6ting his views to that pro- 
vince. An experiment upon an 
untried enemy was fatisfa&ory in 
the defign, and afforded room for 
hope in the execution ; at the 
word, he could not reafonably 
apprehend falling into rougher 
hands, than thole which he had 
fo recently encountered. But it 
was alfo, in reality, that vulne- 
rable part, to which a judicious 
commander mud neceffarily have 
dire&ed his operations. He had, 
however, dill, a vigilant enemy 
to encounter, from whom no ad- 
vantage could be cheaply pur- 
chafed. 

The communications were fo 
entirely cut off, that Lord Raw- 
don had no manner of knowledge 
of the movements of the Britilh 
army after the battle of Guild- 
ford j much lefs could he have the 
mod didant idea, of the hard ne- 
cellity which compelled Lord Corn- 
wallis to fly from the arms of vic- 
tory, abandon the line of opera- 
tion, and by a mod difficult march 
of 200 miles, retire out of the 
way to Wilmington. He could 
not therefore but be adonilhed 
at receiving intelligence, that 
Greene, whom he looked upon as 
ruined, or at lead as having fled 
to Virginia, was in full march to 
South Carolina, with a view of 
attacking him at Camden. He 
was likewife informed, about the 
fame' time, that Col. Lee had 
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eroded the Pedee, and joined Ma- 
rion on the Black Creek,, or river, 
with an apparent view of enter- 
ing the province on the eaflern 
border. Lord Rawdon judicioufly 
conceived, that this movement was 
only a feint, fubfervient to the prin- 
cipal defign 5 intending thereby, 
to induce him to a divifion of his 
fmall force, and to draw him away 
from Camden, whild Greene fhould 
inthe mean time, by forced marches 
through a deferted country, from 
whence no intelligence of his ap- 
proach could be received, furprize 
that weakened pod in his, abfence. 
From this right conception of the 
defign, the meafure produced a di- 
re<$lly contrary effe6t to that which 
was intended 3 for indead of Lord 
Rawdon’s going kinrfelf or de- 
taching, to refill the diveefion on 
that fide, it occafioned his imme- 
diately recalling Lieut.-Col. Wat- 
fon, who had been long- employed 
with a confiderable detachment, for 
the prote&ion of the eadern fron- 
tier. 

In the mean time, the doubtful 
reports which had before reached 
him were now confirmed, and 
he received clear information of 
Greene’s approach 3 and though 
he was totally ignorant of his 
force, yet being equally in the 
dark with relpect to Lord Corn- 
wallis’s fituation, and having no 
particular inftru&ions for his guid- 
ance, he thought it his duty, at 
all events, to maintain his pod. 
In thefe drcumdances it was 
highly .vexatious, that although 
fome of the militia fliewed great 
zeal and fidelity, in coining from 
confiderable diitances to offer their 
fervices, yet the fcanty liatc of 
provilions prevented him from^e- 
iug able ,to benefit _of thfcir affift- 
x ance, 
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iftce, excepting only thole, whofe 
particular fituation expofed them 
to fuffer from the enemy, and 
who were, on that account* re- 
ceived within the pod. 

a *i r^u At length, Geri. 
Apnl 19th.. Gfeene appeared fa 

full view. The paucity of troops, 
and the eXtenfivertefs of the pods 
which they had to defend> were 
Efficient motives with the Britifh 
Commander, for not rifquing the 
lofs of men, by any attempt to 
barafs the. enemy in their ap- 
proach. The fame caufes had ob- 
liged him to abandon the ferry on 
the Wateree, although the South 
Carolina regiment was on its way 
to join him from Ninety-Six, and 
fhat was its dire A courfe. He 
had however taken his meafiires fq 
Well, as to fecure the palfage of 
that regiment, upon its arrival, 
three days after. In thefe cir- 
cumftances, he received a letter 
from Colonel Balfour at Charles- 
Town, acquainting him of Lord 
Corwattis's fltuation; and like- 
wife fignifying to him, that the 
commander in chief, bem* fully 
fenflhle of the danger to which l\e 
Would be expofed in his prefefd 
pofition, wifhed that he might 
abandon Camden, and retire for 
fecurity, within the cover of the 
great River Santee. The neceflity 
of the meature was, upon this 
information, fufficiently obvious j 
hut the aocomplifhment of it, was 
not now within his power. 

The efforts made by the enemy 
to examine the Britifh works, and 
particularly an attempt to dettroy 
their mill, neceifarily brought on 
fome fkirmifhes. By the pnfoners 
taken in thefe excurfions, Lord 
Rawdon had the fatisfaAiorr to 
kam, that General Greene's armv, 
Vol. XXIV. 


was not by any means {b fiumetou* 
as he had apprehended ; but that’ 
confiderable reinforcements were 
daily expeAed, To balance this, 
he received the unfavourable in- 
telligence, that Marion had taken 
fucb a pofition, as rendered it im- 
practicable for Cot. Watfon to join 
him, whofe arrival be had till then 
impatiently expeAed. 

In this ftate of things, it feemed, 
that lbme immediate and decifive 
effort was become little lefs than 
abfolutely necelfary, in order to 
evade much greater, and not far 
diftant, evil and danger. Greene 

himfelf had the fortune to make 

an opening for the operation of 
this neceflity, in a manner which 
was, in appearance, far from be- 
ing confident with his ufual con- 
duA. With a view of a general 
aifault upon the Britifh pods, he 
had fent off his artillery and bag- 
gage, a day’s march in the rear of 
the army; but foon after he aban- 
doned that refolution, and de- 
tached all his militia to bring 

back the artillery. Such irrefo- 
hition, oj indecifion of mind, can 
never be difptayed under the eye of 
a vigihint enemy, without great, if 
not certain danger. 

Lord Rawdon’s intelligence was 
tardy ; but he inftantly perceived 
the importance of the occafion, 
and determined -as infiantly, if 
pofiibie, to feize it. By arming 
the muficians, drummers, and 
every being in the army that was 
able to carry a" firelock, he muf- 
tered above nine hundred for the 
field, including fixty dragoons# 
With this force, and A .. 
two fix-pounders, he ^ >n 
boldly marched to attack the af- 
•failing enemy in their camp, in 
open daylight, at ten o’clock in 

[FJ ** ' the 
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tjie morning j committing the re- of the hill ; and having made 
doubt*, ana every thing at Cam- room for the reft of' the troops to 
den, UMhe cuftody of the militia, come into action, their rout was 
and of a few tick foldiers. The then quickly decided. They pur- 
enemy were polled about two miles fued them about three miles j but 
•in, front of the Britifti lines, upon the enemy’s cavalry being fuperior 
.a very ftrong and difficult ridge, to the Britifti, their dragoons 
called Hobkirk’s Hill, By filing could not rifque much ; and Lord 
clofe to the fwamps oh their right, Bawdon, duly confidering his iq- 
the Britifti column got into the feriority in number, would not 
woods unperceived ; and by taking fuffer the infantry to break tbe& 
an extenfive circuit, came down order, for any benefit that might 
on the enemy’s left flank ; thus be expefted from the purfuit of 
depriving them of the principal the fugitives, 
advantage of their fituation. They During the purfuit, a part of 
were fo fortunate, and the enemy the enemy’s cavalry under Col, 
fo fhamefully remifs and inatten- Wafhington, whether by defign, 
tive, that they were not in all or through ignorance of the mite 
this courfe dilcovered, until the of the action, came round to the 
flank companies of the volunteers rear, and exa6ted paroles froqt 
of Ireland, which led the column, feveral of the Britifti officers who 
fuddenly poured in upon their lay wounded on the field ; theft , 
pickets. Thefe, though fupported, likewife carried off feveral wounfr 
were almoft inftantly driven in, ed men. The enemy’s killed aid 
and purfued to their camp. wounded were fcattered over fuc£ 

Although the enemy were in an extent of ground, that thejf 
much vifiblc confufion, yet they lofs could not be afcertained> 
formed with expedition, and rc- Lord Rawdon thinks the eftimate 
ceived the Britifti column bravely, would be low if it were rated at 
As if Jt had been in fome meafure five hundred; Greene’s account 
to countervail the difadvantages makes it too low to be credited* 
incident to their furpriie, they Above an hundred prifoners wow 
were cheered, early in the a6tton, taken ; befides that, a number of 
by the arrival of three fix-pound- their meh, finding their retreat 
era; a circumftance.which fliowers cut off, went into Camden, and 
ot grape (hot foon announced to claimed prote&ion, under the pro- 
the Britifti troops. The attack tence of being deferters, ; The 
on that fide was led with great enemy’s cannon leaped by grd|t 
fpint by Lieut. Col. Campbell, 'fortune. Being run down a 
at the head of the 63 d, and of hill, among^ tome thick brute 
the kings American regiment; wood, they were eafily paflH 
but the extent of the enemy’s without, notice, in the warmth $£, 
line, fbon obliged the commander the purfuit, by the Britifti t roops $ 
in chief to pufh furward the vo- and before their return, they wertf 
lunteers of Ireland from the re- carried clean off by WafhingtoUa 
ierve. Thefe three corps pufhed waller. 

the ebextiy with fuch refolution, 'This defeat was attributed If . 
that th^: dtpvethem tothe fummit Gen. Greene, to the mi&ondu£flK 

ipsrt 
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a part of the Maryland regiment. 
This may be true. But it is plain 
that his army was furprized. The 
American difcipline,’ after. - fo 
much experience, is far from per- 
fect. Thete have been but few 
indeed of Their commanders, who 
have not fmarted feverely under 
that negligence which laid, them 
open to furprizes. It muft, how- * 
ever, be acknowledged, that the 
facility with which GVeene rallied 
and formed his troops under -the 
circumftances of their furprize, 
and the vigorous efforts which he 
made to retrieve the difatter, fuf- 
ficiendy Ihewed him to be a brave 
and able officer in action. 

The lofs on tfie Britifh fide, 
however moderate in other re- 
fpe&s, was much greater than 
they could afford, and exceeded 
one fourth of their whole number. 
It amounted in killed, wounded, 
and miffing, to 258. Of thefe, 
mdy 38 were flain 3 but the 
wounded were equally a detrac- 
tion from immediate ftrength ; 
and in the prefen t circumftances a 
very heavy incumbrance. Only 
one officer fell 3 but twelve were 
wounded, and moil of them were 
difcharged upon parole. The 
fpirit and judgment fhewed by the 
young commander of the Britifh 
forces, deferves great commenda- 
tion. He was moil gallantly fe- 
conded by his officers and troops. 

' vMoft of thefe a&ions would in 
other wars be confidered but as 
fkirmilhes of little account, and 
fijjteiy worthy of a detailed nar- 
W' But thefe fmall actions 
mis capable as any of difplaying 
illiiMy Conduct. The operations 
of war being fpread over that vaft 
continent, by the new plan that 
* W® adopted* it is by fuch fkir- 


mifhes that the fate of America 
muil be neceflarily decided. They 
are therefore as important as bat- 
tles in which an hundred thoufand 
men are drawn up on each fide. 

. Greene retired behind the far- 
ther branch of a creek about four- 
teen miles from Camden, where 
he took poft in order to collect hjs 
fcattered forces. Whatever credit, 
was.. obtained by. the Britifh forces - 
in this aftion, like moil of the 
other victories obtained in Caro- 
lina, it produced no effeCt corre- - 
fpondent to its brilliancy. . It pro- 
duced rather the contrary. 'The 
firft fruit of Lord- Rawdon’s vie- ' 
tory over the enemy in his front, 
was the general ; revolt of the . 
whole interior country * at 'his' 
back} fo that the difficulties of 
his fituation, inftead of being re-» 
moved or leftehedjby fuccefs, were 
increafed to fuch a degree, as* 
feemed • to render them, infur-- 
mountable. He was fenfible of 
the neceffity of bis retiring within 
the Santee 3 but Lee and Marion 
were by this time full in his way 3 
and whilft they would have re- 
tarded his march in front, his 
rear would have been expofed to 
Greene’s purfuit 3 fo that the 
meafure for the prelent, however 
highly neceflary, appeared im- 
practicable ; at lead, without dif- 
fering the lofs and difgrace, of 
abandoning his ftores at Camden, 
as well as his wounded. On the 
other hand, Greene was now too- 
diftant for a fudden attack 3 not 
could he at all be come at, but by^ 
a circuitous march to turn the head 
of the creek by which he was co- 
vered, and that would carry the 
troops fo far out of the way, as to 
leave Camden open to his attack, 
without the poffibility of their pre- 
[F] rentign. 
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vention. We have already feen, which before operated, all cofl- 
that Lord Rawdon’s force was far curred in determining Lord Raw- 
too weak, to afford fuch a detach- dan to make a retreat to Nelfoh's 


ment as would be equal to the at- Ferry upon the Santee, which was 
tack on Greene, and at the fame fixty miles from Camden, and not 
time to retain fuch a Rrength be- a great deal lower than the ppft at 
hind, as would be fuffioient for Motte’s houfe j a meafure which, 
the defence of Camden. In this befides the relief of the place. 
Rate of difficulty, environed on and the cover of that great river, 
all fides by enemies, he faw that would throw the fiat and open 
he would be able to make his polt country, which fpreads between 
good, againR any force that could it, the Combahee, and the fea- 
yet be brought to attack it ; and coaR, of courfe including Charles- 
he judged R to be far more pru- Town, entirely into hi9 hands, 
dent and fafe to wait with pa- But before he put this defign in 
tience for a reinforcement, than execution, he wiffied to draw fame 
to rifque the confequences of ail- prefent advantage from the addi- 
other line of conduct. tional ftrength which he now pof- 

Mav ^th At length, he was feRed j and which would k a 
' * * joined by Col. Wat- means of facilitating his intended 

fdn, after a long, circuitous, ex- movements, by the lecurity which 
ceedingly difficult, and no lefs it would afford to his rear, 
dangerous march ; in the courfe On his fide, Gen. Greene was 


of which he had been obliged to 
pafs the Santee twice 5 the firR 
time going down almoft to its 
mouth for that purpofe, and then 
marching up again nearly to the 
confluence of the Gongarees with 
that river, in ordOr to repafs it. 
All things confidered, this march 
has been exceeded by few opera- 
tions of that nature. The de- 


not idle, nor inattentive to the 
game he was to play ; he had 
quitted his former ground, and 
eroding the Wateree. took a ned r 
pofition at the back of Twenty- 
five-mile Creek. On the veiy 
night of the day, upon which 
Watfons detachment had joined 
Lord Rawdon, that a&ive com- 
mander eroded the Wateree at 


- tachment was much reduced in 
point of number, and a fmall polt 
called Fort Watlon, fituated at 
Wright’s Bluff, where they de- 
pofited their baggage, had been 
taken by the enemy. 

, On the day of the arrival of 
this reinforcement, intelligence 
•was received, that the enemy in 
the rear had invented, and opened 
batteries againlt the polt, at Mot- 
te's houfe j which was fituated 
near the junction of the Congaree 
with the Santee. The relief of 
this polt, as well as the caul'es 


Camden Ferry, with a view of 
turning Greene's Rank, and at- 
tacking the rear of his army j 
that being the molt, or only vul- 
nerable part, the ground in his 
front being particularly very Rrong. 
It does no fmall honour to Greene's 
penetration, that as foon as he re- 
ceived intelligence of the rein- 
forcement (which was in a veiy 
fliort time after its arrival), he im- 
mediately forefaw, and confidered 
as inevitable the confequence $ and 
in this opinion, without waiting, 
for farther information, (uddenly 
aha av 


Digitized by 


Google 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. 185 


abandoned his poft, fome hours be- 
fore the Britift* troops had pafled 
Camden Ferry, and continued his 
retreat with the utmoft. expedition. 

Lord Rawdon received this in- 
telligence by the way, but he not- 
with landing puriued him with the 
ufraolt eagemefe and rapidity ; and 
at length found him ftrongly j>olted 
at the back of a water called Saw- 
neys Creek. Upon the ftrictelt 
examination of his fituation in that 
poft, he, to his great difappoint- 
raent and vexation, found it in 
every point fo ftrong, that if fuc- 
cefs could be purchafed, it muft 
be at fiich an expence, as would 
cripple his force with refpe6t to 
all future enterprize 5 whilft the 
means of retreat were fo fully pof- 
feffed by the enemy, dhat the ad- 
vantages of vi dtory, could not in 
any degree compenfate far the lots 
with which it muft be attended. 
The creek runs far into the coun- 
try, and if he attempted to get 
round it, the enemy, by quitting 
his ftation, could ftill evade all his 
attempts; and thus much time 
(which at that jun&ure was to 
him of die utmoft importance) 
would have been unprofitably 
wafted. Under thefe confidera- 
lions, Lord Rawdon returned to 
Camden ; after having in vain en^- 
deavoured to draw the enemy into 
a&ion by an affe&ation of con- 
cealing his retreat, 
oj. On the following day, he 
publifhed to the troops and to 
the militia, the defign of aban- 
doning Camden ; offering to luch 
of the latter as chofe to accom- 
pany the army, all poifible af- 
fiftance. The- night was fpent in 
deftroying the works, and in fend- 
ing off, under a ftrong efcoi t, the 
baggage. The remainder of the 


troops, continued at Camden’, un- 
til the following day was pretty fav 
advanced, in order to cover thd 
march. The moll valuable part 
of the flares were brought off, 
and the reft deftroyed. The mill, 
prifon, and lbme other buildings, 
were burnt ; and Greene fays the 
town was Uttle better than a heap 
o£ ruins. The fick and wounded, 
who were in too bad a ft ate to 
bear a removal, were of neceflity 
left behind ; and the American 
prifoners were left to accompany 
them as an exchange. The army 
brought off, not only the militia 
who had been attached- to them at 
Camden ; but the well affected, 
who were afraid to fall into the 
power of the enemy, whether in 
that neighbourhood or on the way, 
were likewife, with their families, 
negroes, and moveable efte&s, 
taken equally under prote6iion. 
Thus incumbered, the only at- 
tempt made by the enemy, was 
with fome parties of mounted mi-' 
litia to harafs the rear ; but one 
of thefe being circumvented into 
an ambufeade, their chaliizement 
prevented all farther dillurbance 
on the march. 

On the night of the 13th the* 
army began to pafs. the river at 
Nelfon’s Ferry, and by the fol- 
lowing evening, every thing was 
fafely landed on the other fide. 
The firft intelligence Lord Raw- 
don received on palling the Saa- 
tee, was the unwelcome news, 
that the poft at Motte’s houfe; 
after a gallant defence, had al- 
ready fallen into the hands of the? 
enemy. This was a heavy ftroke; 
as that place had been n\ade a de* 
pofit for all the provisions that 
were intended for the iupply of 
Camden. Things were, however, 
[Z 7 ] 3 worfe, 
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worfe, than he yet knew, for the 
ilrong poft at Orangeburgh was 
already taken, and Fort Granby 
not long after. Thus the Britifh 
force in |h c province was exceed* 
ingly Weakened, by the number 
of braVe officers and foldiers who 
fell into the hands of the enemy, 
through this fudden and unex- 
pected attack upon their detached 
polls in every part of the country. 

Lord Rawdon was met at Nel- • 
fon's by Col. Balfour, the com- 
mandant of Charles-Town j who 
came thither to reprefent to him, 
and to confult upon, the Rate and 
circumftances of that city, as well 
as of the province in general. He 
Hated, that the revolt was uni- 
verfal j that from the little room 
there had been to apprehend fa 
ferious and alarming a turn of af- 
fairs, the old works of Charles- 
Town had been in part levelled, 
to mal^e way for n£w ones which 
were not yet conftru&ed ; that he 
had full conviction of the difafr 
feCtion, in general, of the inha- 
bitants 5 and that, under thefe 
circumftances, his garrifon was 
inadequate to its defence, again ft 
any force of confequence that 
might attempt that city . 

The concluftons drawn from a 
full confideration of this untoward 
Hate of affairs were, that jf any 
misfortune happened to the corps 
under Lord Rawdon, the probable 
confeqyence would be, the total 
lofs of the province, including the 
capital j . but that, although the 
higheft degree of prudence and 
caution were upon that account 
indifpenfably neeefiary, yet, as he 
was juft joined by Major M‘ Ar- 
thur, with about . 300 foot and 
eighty dragoons, he conceived he 
jnight, without hazarding too 


much, endeavour to check the 
operations of the enemy on the 
Congaree. 

* A Angular inflance now oc- 
curred, of the general, if not 
universal difafteCtion of the coup- 
try. For five days after Loyd 
Rawdon had palled the Sante^, 
not a fingle perfon of any fort 
whatever, whether with intelli- 
gence, or upon any other account, 
came near the army ; although he 
had advanced direCt ly from Nd- 
fon’s Ferry, that night and the 
following days march into the 
country, to a certain point, where 
the roads from Nel fon’s and 
McCord’s Ferry meet. Nor could 
the emifiairies and fpies which he 
detached on all hands procure him 
any true intelligence, as to the 
fituation of the enemy, or the 
ftate of the country. A number, 
however, of reports, which were 
contradiCloiy in other refpeCfa, 
feemed to concur in one point, 
which was, that Greene had pair- 
ed the Congaree River, and was 
prefling down the Orangeburgh 
road with a ftrong force. This 
intelligence was of too great mo- 
ment to' be flighted 5 and hot only 
obliged the Britifh commander to 
relinquifh his defign of advancing 
to the Congaree, but laid him un- 
der a neeeflity of falling back to 
the Entaws, and afterwards of 
moving to Monk’s Comer, for 
the protection of Charles-Town, 
and of the rich intervening coiin-l 
try. 

As fhe dereliction of the Upper 
Country, left the poft at Ninety-? 
Six entirely expofed to the enemy, 
Lord Rawdon was under great 
anxiety for the fafety of that gar- 
rifon. The objeCls now at ftake 
were, however, too great to V. 

hazarded. 
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hazarded, for the purpofe of pro* 
teding that place, or even of ex- 
tricating the troops $ but if no 
foch reftr&int had been laid upon 
his a&ivity, it ftill would have 
been a question of great doubt, 
whether, in the prefent ftate of 
things, the defign would have 
been practicable. For befides the 
growing force of the enemy, and 
their pofleffion of the pofts on all 
hands, there were no magazines; 
no depofits of prcvifions of any 
hind, for the fupport of the army 
on the way ; and to trufl to the 
uncertain gleanings of a wafted 
and hoftile country on a march, 
furrounded on every fide by (warms 
of light troops, and of militia on 
borfeback, with an enemy much 
fuperior in number ltill vto en- 
counter, would have been ha- 
zardous in the extreme. Thus 
circumftanced, he difpatched feve** 
$al mcflenggrs by different routes* 

S : to guard as much as poifible 
in ft mifchance, applied to Col , 
Balfour to feud others from Charles - 
Town, with l&ftm&ions to Lieut. 
Col. Cruger, who commanded at 
Ninety-Six, to abandon that plgce, 
and to remove with the garrilon, 
as fpeedily as polfible, to Augufta, 
upon the Savannah, which was the 
neareft poftof Georgia. 

So bad was the intelligence, and 
fo difficult to be obtained, that it 
was not until after the arrival of 
the troops at Monk s Corner, that 
Lord Rawdon difeovered, that it 
Was not Gen. Greene, but Sump- 
ter, who had taken poffetiion of 
Orangeburgh; the former being 
then occupied in taking a Biitifh 
poll at the Congarees. While 
the troops were employed in co* 
tering the difiriots from which 
£harkf»Towa drew its iupplif* of 
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provifion, Load Rawdon was pro* 
paring for more active fervice, by- 
unceafing efforts for the augme%* 
tation of his cavalry ; an arm of 
force, indifpenfably neceftary for 
the profecution of a war in the 
fouthern colonies : but that coun- 
try, which abounded fo much in 
borfes, had been fo ftripped of 
them by the dilaffedted, and by 
the plundering parties of the enc*. 
my, that this was now become 
a meafure of no fmall difficulty. 

In the mean titne, the Generali 
Philips and Arnold, carried every 
thing before them in Virginia; 
and fucceflively defeated all thole 
bodies of militia which could bet 
fuddenly brought together, and 
were hardy enough- to venture the 
encounter 5 whilit their beft troops 
, were fighting the battles of other* 
in the Carolinas. The long na- 
vigation of James River, and of 
its numerous dependent rivers*/ 
branches, and creeks, laid the 
country open to them, on either 
hand, as well as to its interior and 
central parts, for a great extent* 
At Peterfburgh, on its foutherg 
brand), otherwiie called the Ap- 
pomatox River, they deltrpycd 
four thoufand hogiheads of to* 
bacco ; being the principal pafi 
of the whole annual remittance 
of the country for France, which 
had been collected at that place. 
The damage done by the dc* 
ftru&ipn of (hipping and VclJeJ# of 
every fort, both in the rivers ana 
on thf flocks, of (hip yards, dockL 
and all th$ir dependencies, ot pttbr 
lie buildings, barracks, and ware* 
houfes, of timber, ftores, tiower,, 
and every lpeqifs of provilions# 
was prodigious, and indeed teemed 
almolt incredible# after fo long % 
Rate of war and trouble 5 end fit 

[Jt] 4 ®uch 
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mudf particular ravage, .that the veffels* Two (hips, and Un 
quarter had already. undergone, ft, kfier veflcls, loaded with tobacco, 
however, afforded a mSancboly cordage/ dour, and other, articles, 
ieftimonial, pf the . former .prof- fell, however, into his hands 
peri ty of a country, which had dlill Four fhip6, five brigantines, and 
fb much left to lofc. a number of fmall veffels, were 

• The enemy's marine ftrength in burnt and funk. The whole 
the river, having, we prefume, re- quantity of -tobacco taken or de- 
tired as far as the depth of water ftroyed in this fleet, exceeded 
would admit, at length drew up fcooo hogfheads. ? 

in a ftate of defence, about four The troops then advanced up 
miles above a place called Of- the Fork, . until they arrived at 
borne's, on the Youth, or Appo- Manchefter, which lies on the 
matox Branch. Gen. Arnold fent north branch, or properly the 
a flag to treat with the commander main river, and is, including the 
about the furrendefr of his fleet, windings, at lead 150 miles from 
which the other refufed to liften its mouth, where it falls into the 
to, declaring he would defend k Chefapeak. There theydeftroyed 
to the laft. Arnold 1200 hogfheads of tobacco j the 
having ordered up Marquis de la Fayette with hw 
feme artillery, advanced them to army, who had arrived at Rlefc- 
the bank of the river, within an mond, on the oppofite fide, the 
hundred yards of a ftate {hip of preceding day, being fpeftators of 
ao guns ; his troops being not the conflagration, which they pro- 
only expofed to her fire, but to bably could not, or at leaft did 
thalt of another of %6 guns, of a not, attempt to prevent. The 
ftate brigantine, of 14, befides a army, on their return, made great 
number of other (hips and vef- havoc at Warwick $ where, along 
fills, more or ie& armed ; at the with the {hips on the flocks and in 
feme time that a party of militia the river, a large range of rope 
kept up a heavy fire of mufquetry wajks were deftroyed ; and a tna- 
fioffl the 'oppoflte fide of the river, gazine of flour, with a number of 
The defence was by no means an- warehoufes containing tobacco and 
ftverabk, either to this formidable other commodities, of tan-houfes, 
appearance, or to the feemingly full of hides and bark, were, along 
xfclblute amfwer of the commander, with Yeveral fine mills, aH con- 
Tbe fire of the cillery from the fumed in one general conflagra- 
fbore took place fo effectually, tion. The army then returned to 
that it foou drove the militia from the {hipping (which feem not to 
the oppoflte- fide, and compelled have afeehded fo far as thfc^ork), 
the flwp s, not long after, to ftrike and the whole fell down towards 
their colours. The want of boats, the mouth of the river, 
together with She height of the The war was now parcelled out 
wind, prevented Arnold from be- in a flrange manner, and the British 
Hfig able to take pofleflibn of the force broken into {mall divifions, 
flfips, until the feamen had not and placed in fuch -diftant fitua- 
onfy made their efoape, but bad tions, as to be little capable of 
feu t iled and fet fire to fev-eral of dunce rt, andmutaal fupport. 

• - have . 
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have fen that it raged pretty 
equally in South Carolina, North 
Carolina, and Virginia ; while 
the force feems every where to be 
Efficient for destroying confider- 
ahle traits pf country, and accu- 
mulating a great deal of fpoil, 
but wholly inadequate to the 
main purpose ; and incapable of 
bringing matters to any decUive 
conclusion. Thus numbers of 
have men were continually loft 
without any equivalent eiffeCt ; 
and the veteran battalions were 
worn down and confumed, by in- 
credible but fruitkfs exertions of 
valour, and by a feries of the molt 
brilliant fuccefles, which produced 
no permanent advantage. 

The Situation of Lord Corn- 
wallis at Wilmington was exceed- 
ingly diScult and grievous. His 
force was by this time reduced 
very low; and probably did not 
greatly exceed a thoufand effec- 
tive men. Hr was informed of 
the unfortunate torn which affairs 
bad taken in South Carolina ; and 
•otwith (landing his reliance on 
the ability and gallantry of Lord 
Rswdon, he had too much room 
for apprehenfion that they would 
become (till more critical. The 
attempt to return to his relief, 
through fiich vaft tracts of an 
exhaufted, hoftile, or defart coun- 
try, would have been attended 
with mfuperable difficulties. The 
Pedee was full in his way, and was 
unpayable in the face of an ene- 
*y; fo that, betides the imprac- 
ticability of procuring fubtiftence 
fe his troops in fuch a length of 
march, he would run the hazard 
bring hemmed m fey Greene, in 
fet a manner among the great 
ftrets, that mere neceffity and 
dtftrefo might -at length com- 
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pel them to the difgraoe of laying 
down their arms. 

He might indeed have waited 
at Wilmington, for tranfports to 
proceed by fea to Charles. Town* 
But this would have been a tnea- 
fure fo little reputable, and in 
the end productive of 'lb little 
advantage, that nothing lei's than 
the molt extreme neceffity, could 
induce him to fubmit to it. Along 
with its other ill ceniequences, 
much time would be loll, and the 
cavalry would have been of ne- 
ceffity Sacrificed. ft would boride? 
totally change the nature of the 
war; reduce it to be merely de- 
fenrive ; and feem no lefs than 
a dereliction of its hope and for* 
tune. All the flattering ideas of 
the reduction of the fouthern co- 
lonies, and even of a co-ojreration 
in Virginia, would have been no 
more. 

Under Ihefe embarrafling cir- 
cum dances, and environed with 
the molt perplexing difficulties, 
he formed the bold and vigorous 
refolution of marching to Virgi- 
nia, and endeavouring a junction 
with General Philips. This mea- 
fure, in a fituation which afforded 
only a choice of difficulties and 
dangers, was undoubtedly the belt 
that could have been adopted* 
but yet was a refolution of fuch a 
nature, as could have been only 
conceived or entertained by an 
enterprizmg, and determined 
mind. It was indeed a perilous 
adventure. The diftaiice was 
great, the means of. fubtiftence 
uncertain, and the difficulties and 
hazards were fufficient to appal 
the boldeit. The troops had al- 
ready experienced the miferies of 
traverfing an inhofpitable ami 
impracticable country, above 800 
miles 
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miles in different directions ; and 
they were now to encounter a new 
march of 300 more, in much worfe 
circum (lances, and under much 
more unfavourable a u (pices, than 
at the outfet. Notwithstanding 
the fnpplies which they had re- 
ceived at Wilmington, they were 
flill fo deftitute of neceffaries, that, 
in the. noble commander's own 
words, his cavalry wanted every 
thing, and his infantry every thing 
but (hoes. Neither, lays he, are 
in any condition to move, and 
yet they mull march to-morrow l 
He had already himfeif a fore 
experience, as he pathetically ob- 
ferved, of the miferies of march- 
ing leveral hundreds of miles 
through a country, chiefly hoftile, 
frequently delart, which did not 
afford one active or ufeful friend,' 
where no. intelligence was to be 
obtained, and where no commu^ 
nication could be eftablifhed. 

The (ituation of affairs was, 
however, fo urgent, as to admit 
*£ no hefitation or delay ; for if 
Greene (hould return from South 
Carolina, f the junction with Phi- 
lips would be impracticable ; and 
Lord Cornwallis was in no condi- 
tion to maintain the war where he 
was. To guard againfl the word 
that might happen, hedifpatched 
inftruCtions to Colonel Balfour, to 
fend tranfports and provifions to 
Wilmington, in order that, they 
might be in readinefs to receive the 
troops in eafe of misfortune. Hav^ 
ing thus provided for ev$ry polfible 
contingency., he began his march 
on the .a^tb of April, and arrived 
at Peteriburgh, in Virginia, in 
fomething Ids than a month. 

He there received the unwel- 
come news, of the lofs of Major 
Gen. Philips; -wh<vto. the great 


detriment of the fervice, had died 
of a fever a little before his ar- 
rival. That ^gentleman had been 
diffinguifhed in early life, by the 
full approbation which hts ability 
in the conduct of the artillery had 
received from that gfeat com- 
mander, the Prince Ferdinand of 
B run (wick, on different occafions 
of the late war in Germany; a 
commendation -which he juttified 
in every part of his fubfequent 
conduct, but particularly in the 
unequalled toils, duties, and dan* 
gers, of the northern war under 
General Burgoyne. 

The command had ^ 
deyolved immediately 
upon General Arnold, on Phi- 
lips’s death ; and Sir Henry Clin- 
ton was fending General Rohert- 
fon, the Governor of New York; 
to affume it-, when he rereived 
the account of Lord Cornwallis’s 
arrival, which reudered the mea-. 
fure unneceffary. Helikewife dif- 
patched a reinforcement of from 
I 500 to 2000 men, to the Chefa- 
peak, in order to luppprt the war 
with vigour in v irginia. In this 
central province, all the fcattered 
Ojjer^tions of active hoftility be- 
gan at .length to converge into 
a point. The plot thickened 
a-pace; and here the grand ca* 
taifrophe of the American war, 
began at length to open to the 
fatigued attention of the world* 
The Marquis de la Fayette, with 
a very inferior force, kept on the 
north fide of James River; and 
with a degree of prudence.* and 
caution, which does not always 
fuit the military vivacity of his 
country and time of life, aCted fo 
entirely on. the defenfive, and at 
the fame time made fo judicious • 
a choice of pods, and (hewed faefe 
vigqu* 
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vigour and defign in his move- South Carolina, was clofely fo- 
ments, as prevented any advan- vetted, and held to be in the moft 
tage being taken of his weakoefs. imminent danger. It feemed omi- 
He had been in long and anxious nous (but fuch was the hoftife 
expectation of being joined ’by ftate of the country) that none of 
General Wayne, with the Penfyl- the meffengers, which Lord Raw- 
vania line ; and hoped that junc- don and Colonel Balfour had dic- 
tion would have been foon follow- patched to Col. Cruger, with or- 
ed by the arrival of Gen. Greene ders for abandoning that place, 
from South Carolina. had been able to reach him. The 

Upon the falling down of the fort was, however, in' a better 
Britilh forces towards the mouth ftate of defence than had been^ 
of the river, with a view of col- expeCled. The works were com- 
lefting contributions at Williamf- pleted and ftrong ; and the garri- 
burgh, and in the adjoining coun- fon amounted to near 400 regular 
try, Be la Fayette (hewed no troops, befides militia. In thefe 
ftnall a&ivity in counteracting circumftances, Greene fpund him- 
their defign 3 and upon their fud- felf obliged to fit down before it 
den return up James River, and in form, on the 22d of May; 
landing at Brandon, on the fouth the garrifon made a gallant de- 
fide, he immediately conceived fence, and the failure of provifions 
their objeCt to be the forming of a afforded the principal caufe of ap- 
jnnCtion witli Lord Cornwallis, of 4 prehenfion. 
whofe marching through North The fortunate arrival 
Carolina, he had received fome of three regiments from 
faint intelligence. He accord- Ireland, under the conduCt of Col. 
ingly made a rapid movement, in Gould, afforded an opportunity 
order to get before them to Peterf- for the relief of tfiis garrifon which 
burgh, where the advantages of would otherwile have been defpe- 
fituation would in fome confider- rate. For though they were de- 
able degree have compenfated for ftined to join Lord Cornwallis, the 
the want of force, and would have good difpofitlon and promptnefs 
rendered the junction troublefome, of the commander to concur in 
if not difficult. In this defign he the immediate defence of the pro- 
was foiled, through the vigilance vfoce, as a more urgent fervice 
and forefight of the Britifh com- than any other in view, prevented * 
mandersj and the laft ad of Gen. thofe difficulties which muft other- 
Philips, was the taking pofleffion wife have arifen. Thefe circum- 
of Peterfburgh, four days only ftances fuddenly changed the face 
before his death. It does not ap- of affairs, and enabled Lord Raw- 
pear that the Virginia militia dif- don to undertake the relief of 
played any great exertion at this Ninety- Six. 
time 3 and thofe who joined Fayette, Augufta had alfo been for fome 

being moftly without arms, could 'time befieged 3 and the whole 
be of little ufe to him who had not province of Georgia was deemed 
the means of fupplying them. . to be in fuch imminent danger. 
During thefe tran fa&ions, the that Lord Bawdon found himfelf 
important poft at Ninety-Six, in under a necdiity, even in that 

ftate 
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Hate of weaknefs which preceded 
the arrival of the troops from Ire- 
land,* to part with the king’s Ame- 
rican regiment, and to commit 
it to the hazard of palling in Rich 
fmall craft as were at hand, and 
without convoy, from pharles- 
Totvn, in order to reinforce Sir 
James W right at the town of Sa- 
vannah. Thus the bufinefs of the 
war fecmcd every where to multi- 
ply in proportion to the means 
and provifion that were provided 
from all quarters for its fupport. 

Lord Rawdon marched from 
Charles-Town, with lomething 
more than 1700 foot, and 150 
hprfe, for the relief of Ninety-Six, 
in four days after the arrival of 
the troops from Ireland. He was 
joined on the way by Col. Doyle, 
with the troops which he had left 
at Monk’s Corner ; and he preffed 
his march with all the rapidity 
which the exceffive heat of the 
weather would permit. To pre- 
vent the enemy’s detachments on 
the Congaree, and other parts on 
the ealtern lide, from reinforcing 
Greene, while he was pufhing 
forwards, he deviated from the 
courfe which he otherwife would 
have taken, and keeping confi- 
derably more to the right, palled 
the little Saluda, near its junction 
with the greater river of that name. 
This route, however, enabled a> 
Colonel Middleton, who was on 
his way from the Congarees, with 
abotit 300 cavalry and mounted 
militia, to endeavour to harafs 
his rear, and particularly to ob^ 
ftruCt the parties which Vyere'ne- 
ceifarily engaged in collecting cat- 
tle for the lupport of the army. 
After giving lome trouble of this 
nature, Middleton being trained 
foto a well-laid ambuffi, was fpi- 


ritedly charged by Major Coffin, 
at the h%id of the royal cavalry', 
and his party was fo completely 
routed and dilperfed, as nevpr 
again to appear during the march. 

Lord Rawdon received intelli- 
gence on his march of the lots of 
Augufta j that the forces employ- 
ed in the reduction of that place 
had joined Greene ; and that the 
latter was determined, rather than 
give up his point at Ninety-Six, 
to ltand an aCtion. But that com- 
mander did not think himfelf in 
condition to hazard the encoun- 
ter of fo formidable a foe from 
without, while his hands were 
fully occupied by the exertions of 
an enemy within, who had from 
the beginning given conltant proofs 
of their determined courage and 
refolution $ and Rill much lefs^ 
could his force admit of fuch a 
divifion, as would enable him, 
with any profpeCt of luccefs, to 
encounter Lord Rawdon on his 
way, and at the fame time to 
leave fuch a ftrength behind, as 
would be neceifary for guarding 
the works, and overawing the 
garrifon. He was likewife difap- 
pointed by Sumpter, to whom he 
had lent inltruCtions to join him 
with all the Toree that could be 
collected on the Rde of the Con- 
garee, with a view, as he fays 
himfelf, of fighting the Britifh 
army on its way ; but whether it 
proceeded from fome fiownefs in 
his movements, or from unavoid- 
able delay, the junction was not 
effected In time, and the route 
taken by Lord Rawdon for the 
purpofe, rendered it afterwards 
impracticable. 

But exclufive of thefe caufes, 
he was not now to learn, the great 
fuperiority of his enemy, in all 

field 


Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [95 


field or general engagements. 
Nor in fad, was his force very 
cefefideraWe in relpeCt even to 
number, and it was (til! much lefs 
fo m point of eftimation. His 
continental, or regular troops, 
formed but x diminutive part of 
the whole ; and the others, what- 
ever fervice they might be of in 
their own way, were of very lit- 
tle in regular aCrion. On the 
other hand, he knew that the 
troops that were marching again ft 
him, were, freffi, excellent, and 
that thoft who were newly ar- 
rived Were particularly full of ar- 
dour for an opportunity to figna- 
lize tfeemfelves. 

He however faw, that fotne- 
thing mult neceflarily be attempt- 
ed $ and that even the running of 
fOtae rifque, which would not be 
too dechive in its word confe- 
quences, could fcarcely, in the 
piefent circutnltances, be coh- 
hrued into imprudence. He had 
already piifhed his fap very dole 
to the principal redoubt of the 
fort at Ninety- Six, and had near- 
ly completed a fubterraneous paf- 
fage into the ditch ; but his ar- 
tillery had failed . in their effeCt, 
tod the works of the fort had yet 
Offered little. The nearne fs of 
L oid Rawdon left no time for 
proceeding farther by regular ap- 
proach 5 and as he could not ven- 
ture in engagement, he muft ei- 
ther abandon the place fhamefully 
without an attempt, or hazard a 
premature allault. 

June 10th Gen. Greene d^ter- 
" * mined upon the latter. 
Ike attack was made before day ; 
and the Americans who were ap- 
pointed to ltorm the redoubt dif- 
played an undaunted courage. 
Abe garrifon received them with 
Squal gallantry. Scarcely an offi- 


cer- or private min whb entered 
the ditch, but was either killed 
or wounded ; atid yet, though the 
impracticability of the attempt 
foon became as obvious to all as its 
danger, no. one betrayed by i tin- 
gle movement, the fmalleft indi- 
cation of quitting his ground* 
The commander feeing fo man^ 
brave men fruitlefsly fall, and 
that fortune or chance, which fb 
often befriend bold enterprizb, 
(hewed no difppfitioU it all of ask- 
ing in their favour, put an end tb 
the combat, before it became more 
ruinous, by calling off the re- 
mainder foon after day light. 

As Greene fcarcely left than ex- 
pected what now really happened, 
he had accordingly provided for 
the eVent. All the heavy baggage 
and incumbrances of the camp, 
had been previoufly difpatch- 
ed acrofs the Saluda f whither, 
upon this repulfe, he alfo imme- 
diately retired with his whole 
force. Though the Americana 
loft fome valuable officers, and not 
a few private men, in this attack, 
yet the number actually (lain (as 
frequently happens in fuch cafes) 
was much below what might have 
been expeCted. Nothing could 
exceed the conduCt and tirinnefs of 
the governor and garrifon, whether 
in the aftfault, or during every pre- 
vious part of the fiege. 

Lord Rawdon arrived at Ninety- 
Six on the 21ft of June ; and hav- 
ing received intelligence that 
Greene had halted in a ftrong po- 
fition behind Buffi River, at about 
16 miles diftance, and that he was 
likewife ftill incumbered with fome 
waggons and baggage, that aCtive 
commander put his fatigued trobps 
again in motion, and crofted the 
Saluda on the following night in 
his purfuit ; every kind of bag- 
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gage, even the men's packs, be- 
ing left behind at Ninety-Six. 
Greene was, however, fo well ac- 
quainted now with the chara6ter 
of his enemy, and fo well guarded 
againft furprize, that the Britifh 
troops had fcarcely pafled the Sa- 
. luda, when he moved with the 
utmoft expedition from Bufh Ri- 
ver. Lord Rawdon purfued him 
with the utmoft rapidity ; arid ar- 
rived at the fords of the Ennoree, 
forty miles from Ninety-Six, with- 
in two hours of the time that 
Greene's army had paffed them. 
The troops were fo fpent with fa- 
tigue, and overcome by the heat, 
that it was impoflible to do more; 
but Greene was fo apprehenfive of 
his enemies, that he continued 
, his retreat, or rather flight, with- 
out ceafing, until he had pafled 
both the Tyger and the Broad 
Rivers. 

* The Britifh commander found 
it neceflary to abandon the poll of 
Ninety-Six ; but as he would not 
omit any mark of attention to the 
loyalifts of that country, much 
lefs have it imagined that they 
were abandoned, he ordered that 
the principals fhould be convened, 
and propofals made to them — That 
if they would keep together, and 
undertake the defence of the dil- 
tricl againft their own difaffe6ted 
inhabitants, a fmall party fhould 
be left to keep them in counte- 
nance, with the farther encou- 
ragement, that detachments from 
the Congarees lhould at all times 
be fent to their lupport, equiva-. 
lent to any force which Greene 
might difpatch to invade their ter- 
ritory ; and that . on the other 
hand, care fliould be taken to 
provide for the removal of fuch 
families as* fhould prefer to be 


fixed upon the abandoned plants 
lions, within the new frontier* 
which was now intended to be- 
eflablifhed^ — The refult was, that 
the loyalifts determined, for the 
fecurity and prefervation of their 
families, to bring them away tin- 
der the prote&ion of the aririyj 
with the farther view, when they^ 
were fettled within the aflignedj 
limits, that the men fhould hef 
embodied, in order to make ii-' 
curflons into the difaffe&ed fettk* . \ 
ments. 

As Lord Rawdon V impatience 
to profecute the bufinefs of the 
campaign, would not admit of his 
waiting for this determination, he 
left Colonel Cruger behind, with ; 
much the greater part of his force, 
for the purpofe of carrying it into r 
execution ; while he marched hiih** 
felf, with 800 infantry*^uid 
horfe, for the Congarees. ■ ’ 

He had previously written, whe% \ 
on his way to Ninety- Six, to Cob , 
Balfour, ftating the expediency ; 
of fending a ftrong corps frdm 
Charles-Town to Orangeburgb, 
as a' provifion againft any finifter 
event that might poflibly happen. 
Upon Balfour’s application to 
Colonel Gould, he immediately , 
granted a battalion of hi$ corps 
for that purpofe ; and Lord Haw- 
don, before his departure from 
Ninety-Six, had, in confequence, 
received advice from the com- 
mandant of Charles-Town, not, 
only of Gould’s compliance, but. 
that the 3d regiment was under 
orders to arrive at Orangeburgb 
by a fpecified day, and there to 
wait his inftruftions j and, as if* 
it were to remove every poflibility 
of doubt, he received a fucceed- 
ing letter from Col. Stuart,, who 
commanded that regiment, with 
informa- 
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Information, that he was already 
confiderably advanced on his way 
to Orangeburgh. This informa- 
tion, and a full confidence in the 
expe&ed fupport, were the grounds 
Upon which Lord Rawdon found- 
ed his immediate plan of opera- 
tion; and were particularly the 
cattle pf his leaving fo great a 
part of his force behind, and ad- 
vancing with rather an unequal 
corps to the Congarees. In the 
fame perfuafion, he difpatched a 
number of mefiengers by different 
routes, to meet Colonel Stuart at 
Graageburgh, and appointing their 
junction at the Congarees on the 
jdof July. 

Through fome error or mifap- 
piehenfion, which has not been 


Greene had early information 
of the Rate of force in which the 
Britifh commander matched from 
Ninety-Six 5 and had the fortune 
likewife to intercept a letter from 
Colonel Stuart, . fignifying the 
change that had been made in his 
inftru£tions, and the confequent 
impolfibility of meeting him at the 
time and place appointed. Thefe 
circumftances led him to the de- 
sign of furrounding Lord Raw- 
don fo effectually that he could 
pot extricate himfelf, while he 
continued lingering in the vain ex- 
pectation of a reinforcement which 
was not to arrive. 

Lord Rawdon by forced march-* 
es, in order to furprize a body of 
militia, of which he had received 


explained. Colonel Stuart was 
not, ’only (topped on his march by 
wdcrs from Charles-Town, but 
was fo far recalled, that he fell 
to Dorchefter, on his return 
to r tljat place. It may be obferv- 
that the expectation and ap- 
prthenfion of a French fleet and 
ttpiy on the coaft, in order to 
co-operate with Greene, and to 
P# a final end to the war in that 
Quarter by the reduction of Charles- 
Town, h^d a great influence on 
operations of this campaign, 
■jj bn the conduCt and move- 
JUeuts of the commanders on both 
ft may not therefore be un- 
teafomAle to fuppofe, that this 
Jpfctenfion, perhaps revived by 
jg|JJew report, occafioned the 
Col. Stuart. But, how- 
Jfg; may be, it certainly was 
which, under other cir- 
Mjftances, might have proved 
ia the event to. Lord Rawdon 3 
which was attended with no 
even in the prefent 


fome intelligence, arriv- y , ~ 

ed at the Congarees two J u f 1 * 
days before the appointed time 3 a 
rapidity of movement, which pro- 
bably had no fmall effeCt upon 
the ifliie of Greene’s fcheme. He 
foon difcovered that the enemy’s 
light troops were in the neigh- 
bourhood, and took the necelTary 
precautions on that account 3 but 
his cavalry, regardlefs of exprefs 
orders to the contrary, went out 
by themfelves to forage op the 
morning of the Very day upon 
which Col. Stuart was expeCted. 
They were foon furrounded by 
Lee’s legion, and two officers, 
with forty dragoons, and their 
horfes, were all taken without a 
blow. This, which in other cir- 
cumfiances would not have been 
much thought of, was in the pre- 
fent a moft grievous ftroke 3 and 
more particularly fo, as the means 
of procuring intelligence in this 
crifis of fo much danger, was 
thereby cut off almoft entirely. 
This lofs, with the unexpected 
affem- 
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affeinblage of the enemy,, which 
had already been difcovered in 
the neighbourhood, and the un- 
expected failure on S,tu art’s fide, 
happily laid open at once to Lord 
Rawdon, all the danger of his 
own fituation. He accordingly 
determined inftantly to begin his 
march towards Orangeburgh $ and 
to meet or find Stuart wherever 
he was. 

His route lay acrofs Congaree 
Creek, at about three miles dif- 
tance 5 a broad piece of water, in 
molt parts deep, and enclofed by 
difficult banks. Colonel Lee, who 
had been appointed to the guard 
Of this paffage, having deftroyed 
the bridge, and felled trees to 
render the fordfc impracticable, 
had then polled himfelf behind 
the creek, with a confiderable 
body of cavalry, and fome infan- 
try of his legion. The intenfe 
heat of the fun about noon, which 
teemed almoft to difable every fort 
of motion, and in every fpecies of 
animal, had thrown the Ameri- 
cans off their guard 5 and the 
tmexpeCt;d arrival of the Britilh 
forces, in that critical period, 
ferved much to facilitate the paf- 
fage. After the exchange of only 
a few ineffectual Ihots, a body of 
infantry were thrown over, who 
having difperfed the enemy with- 
out trouble, the troops foon clears 
ed the fords, and paffed them 
without interruption. 

Lord Rawdon was joined on 
the day after his arrival at O- 
rangeburgh by Col. Stuart, with 
his own regiment $ but was great- 
ly difappointed at finding that he 
Was unaccompanied by a body of 
cavalry, which had been promifed, 
and which were fo particularly 
Wanted. At the fame time advice 


was received, that Greene had 
paffed the Congaree, and was hi 
full match to attack the Bfitifh 
army. That commander, having 
miffed, what he little lefe than 
considered as^a certain prey, had 
collected all "the force which the 
country afforded, and feemed de- 
termined, before they were far- 
ther Strengthened, to try his for- 
tune in the field. He T , G . 
accordingly led his ar- Juiy l0th * 
fny within four miles of the Bri- 
tilh camp y and in the evening, at 
the head of his cavalry, cfofcly 
reconnoitred their' pofitian. As 
their fituation had but little of 
ftrength in it, excepting that 
the winding of the river, which 
lay in their rear, would in fome 
meafure remedy the total w&nt of 
cavalry, by fcrvmg as a cover to 
their flanks, and reducing the 
enemy to a direct attack. Lord 
Rawdon flattered himfelf, that 
Greene’s fuperiority of numbers, 
would in the morning have tempt- 
ed him to the trial. 

While the |lritifh forces were 
impatient for that wifhed event, 
their difpofitioU and countenance 
had produced a direCUy contrary 
effect. For Greene had aban- 
doned his camp, and retired with 
fuch expedition in the night, and 
his 'movement was fo long and 
effectually covered by his nume- 
rous light troops, that he had fe* 
cured his paflage back acrofc the 
Congaree, before Lord Rawdon 
had received notice of his retreat. 
— An unfuccefsful attempt made 
by Sumpter, Lee, and Marian, 
upon the 19th regiment at Monk’s 
Comer, along with this retreat of 
Greene, clofed the campaign in 
South Carolina •, the intemperate* 
nefs of the climate, for a feafon> 

over* 
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overcoming the violence of man. 
Greene being joined by Marion 
and the reft, took poft on the high 
hills of Santee, to the eaftward of 
that river. The Santee, the Con- 
garee, and the Edifto, were the 
eftablifhed boundaries on the Bri- 
ftlh fide. 

It is impoffible to do juftice to 
-the fpirit, patience, and invinci- 
ble fortitude, difplayed by the 
commanders, officers, and foldiers, 
during thefe dreadful campaigns 
in the two Carolinas. They had 
not onUr to contend with men, 
and thefe by no means deficient in 
braveiy and enterprize, but they 
encountered and furmounted diffi- 
culties and fatigues from the cli- 
mate and country, which would 

S r infuperable in theory, and 
i incredible in the relation. 
They difplayed military, and, we 
may add, moral virtues, far above 
aH praife. During renewed fuc- 
ceffions .of forced marches, under 
the rage of a burning fun, and in 
a climate, £t that feafon, peculi- 
iri y inimical to man, they were 
fieiiuently, when finking under the 
moft exceflive fatigue, not only 
deftitute of - every comfort, but 
ahnoft of every neceffary, which 
items eflential to his exidence. 
Pwing the greater part of the 
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time, they were totally deftitute 
of bread, and the country af- 
forded no vegetables for a fubfti- 
tute. Salt at length failed $ and 
their only refources were 'water, 
and the wild cattle which they 
found in the woods. Above fifty 
men, in this lad expedition, funk 
under the vigour of their exer- 
tions, and perifhed through m?re 
fatigue. We mud not, however, 
confine the praife entirely to the 
Britifh troops, as a detachment of 
Heflians, which had been lent 
upon this occafion by General de 
Bole, defervedly come in for their 
proper (hare. The fame judice 
requires, that the Americans 
fhould not be deprived of their 
{hare of this fatal glory. They 
had the fame difficulties to en- 
counter, joined to a fortune in the 
field generally adverle. Yet, on 
the whole, the campaign termi- 
nated in their favour: General 
Greene having recovered the far 
greater part of Georgia, and of the 
two Carolinas. 

It is a melancholy confidera- 
tion, that fuch talents, bravery, and 
military virtue, ihould have been 
exercifed in vain. This inaufpi- 
cious war, was the only one, in 
whiefi they would not have pro- 
duced their proper effeft. 
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C H A P. VI. 

Great lofs fvjlained by the Spanijh fleet in a hurricane , on its way to ike 
attack of IVefl Florida . Is refitted , and again proceeds from the H&- 
vannah. Penfacola imefted by fea and land . Gallant defence . Prin- 
cipal redoubt blown up by accident , which compels Governor ChffUr 
and General Campbell to Surrender. W eft Indies. Ineffectual attempt 
on the Iftand of St. Vincent. Dutch iftand of St. Euftatius taken by the 
Brit ijh fleet and army, under Sir George Rodney and, General V augha *. 
Prodigious booty. Iftands of St. Martin and Saba furrender \ Dutch 
man of war and convoy on their return to Europe, purfued and taken . 
The Jettleu^ents of Demerary, Iffequibo, and the Berbices, on the coqjl of 
Surinam , make a tender of JubmiJJion to the Britifh government, and arc 
granted favourable conditions . DiJ contents, complaints 5 and law flits, 
occaftoned by the confiscation of private property at St. Euftatius. M. 
de GraJJ'e arrives with a fleet and great convoy in the Weft Indies from 
Europe . Engagement between him and the Admirals Sir Samuel Hood 
and Drake, in the Channel of St. Lucia. Sir George Rodney departs 
from St. Euftatius to oppoje the progrefs of the enemy. Ineffective at- 
tempt made by the Marquis de Bouitle on the iflandof St. Lucia. French 
invafion of the iftand of Tobago. Vigorous defence . Public Spirit of the 
planters. Surrendered by capitulation. M. de Graft'e, having cfcorted 
a vaft amvoy on its way to Europe, proceeds with his fleet lo tire Chefl- 
pcak. Sir George Rodney returns to England; and Sir Samuel Hood 
fails with a ftjuadron to counteract the deftgns of De Greffe at the 
Chefapeak. 

W HILST Englifhman was queft of the province* -The in- 
thus fighting againft Eng- volved (late of the Britifh affairs 
lifhman in the Carolina’s and Vir- (which were every day, and in 
ginia; ftill farther to the lbuth- every part of the globe, becoming 
ward, Spain was proiecuting her more embarrafifed) afforded every 
views \yith effect againft England encouragement that cduld quicken 
in Weft Florida. We have al- him in the profecution of that de- 
ready fhewn the fuccefs that had fign. 

attended Don Bernardo de Galvez, After fome unfuccefsful attempts 
Governor of Louifiana, in his dif- in the laft year, which had failed 
ferent expeditions, in the years in the outlet, Don GalVez went 
1779, and 1780, firft againft the himlelf to the Havannah, in order 
Britifh fettlements on the Mifiil- to forward, and take upon him 
fippi, and afterwards againft the the command, of a great expediton 
town and fort of Mobille. Thele from thence, which was intended 
fuccefifes, and the confequent re- for the beginning of the prefent. 
du<ftion of General Campbell’s Fortune feemed at firft to fmile up- 
fmall force, naturally extended his on Penfacola ; but unluckily no 
views to the taking of Penfacola, means were, or probably could be 
and thereby completing the con- afforded, to profit of the occa- 
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lion. A violent hurricane had 
nearly ruined the Spanifh fleet. 
Four capital (hips, befides others 
of different denominations, were 
totally loft, and all on board per- 
rifhed. The lofs of lives was rated 
confiderably above two thoufand. 
The remainder of the (battered 
fleet put back to the Havannah ; 
feveral of them being much tom 
and difmafted, and the whole con- 
fiderably injured. 

The critical arrival of four ftore- 
(hips from Spain during their ab- 
fence, enabled them to refit fpeedily; 
and knowing there was no BritifH 
naval force m the way to oppofe 
them, without waiting till the 
whole fleet was in condition, they 
difpatched five fail of the line, 
with feveral fmaller veflels of war, 
to conduct Don Galvez, with be- 
tween (even and eight thoufand 
land forces, on the expedition. 
This force arrived before Pen la- 
cola on the 9th of March, 1781 ; 
and were followed in time by Don 
Solano, with the remainder of the 
fleet, the whole amounting to 1 5 
feil of the line. 

The principal ftrength of the 
place feems to have lain in the de- 
fence of the harbour; for while 
that was made good, the enemy 
would not only be expofed to great 
difficulties and difadvantages in 
their landing, but afterwards in 
the covering and carrying on of 
their approaches ; and which would 
(till be top diftant from the works 
to produce much efledt. But the 
fend batteries were not fufficient 
to guard the entrance without 
feme naval fupport ; and that 
which they now had was weak 
indeed, confiding only of two 
(loops, or other fmall veflels of 
war. Thdfc, however, gallantly 


feconded the batteries; and both 
together gave much trouble, and 
caufed no fmall delay to the ene- 
my. Their vaft fuperiority of force* 
when it could be brought proper* 
hr to bear, was, however, lire- 
fiftiblc. The paflage.was accord- 
ingly at length forced ; the land- 
ing effected ; ground broken ; and 
the fiege commenced in form by 
fea ana land. The garrifon was 
weak; and compofed of almoft 
all forts of men. Detachments 
from, or rather the remains of Af- 
ferent Briti(h regiments ; Mary- 
land and Penfylvania ‘loyaliftj; 
fome of the German troops of 
Waldeck; together with failors, 
marines; inhabitants (for every 
man wa 9 of neceffity a foldier)^ 
negroes; and, before the place was 
clofely invefted, a few Indians; 
formed the motly aflemblagc, who 
were to defend Penfacola, agaixsft 
lb formidable a force. 

It wa9 much to the honour of 
Gen. Campbell, the governor, that 
there was not the final left difeord- 
ance in fo various a garrifon; 
and it was no lefs praife to them- 
felves, that the whole behaved 
bravely, patiently, and obediently, 
through every part of the fiege. 
It would be unneceflary to men- 
tion, only that their fate might 
otherwife appear doubtful, that the 
captains, otficers, and crews of the 
two royal (loops of war, after 
burning their veflels, bore a diftin- 
guifhed part in the detence of the 
fort. Indeed every part of the de- 
fence was vigorous ; and notwith- 
ftanding the weaknels of the gar- 
rifon, (bme well-dire&ed fallies 
were gallantly made, and fuccefT- 
fully executed. In the firft week 
of May, the befiegers had yet 
done nothing that looked to a de- 
[G] 2 cifion. 
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cifion. They were not, however, 
at all flack in advancing their 
works, and the fate of the place 
was inevitable ; but it would (till 
have coft them confiderably more 
time and trouble, if an untoward 
accident had not fruftrated the 
hopes of the befieged. 

The principal defence of the 
place con (i fled in a ftrong ad- 
vanced redoubt, by which, it was 
covered, and which commanded 
the narrow approach to it on the 
land fide. This was accordingly 
to be fupported to the laft ; which 
had hitherto been done with great 
Ipirit, and the works had fuftered 
Iefs than might have been expe6t- 
ti/i Oil ed. The accidental fall- 
Ma y 8th ' ing of a bomb, near the 
door of the mkgazine belonging to 
the redoubt, and which lay under 
its center, decided the fate of 
Penfacola. The burfting of the 
bomb forced open the door, fet 
fire to the powder within, and in 
an inftant, the whole body of the 
redoubt prefented nothing- but a 
heap of rubbiih. Of about an 
hundred men who fuffered by this 
explofion, three parts loft their 
lives, and the fourth were mifer- 
ably maimed and wounded. Two 
Hank works (till remained entire ; 
and through the extraordinary cool- 
nefs and intrepidity of the officers 
who commanded in thefe, and 
the excellent ufe they made of 
their artillery, the befiegers, who 
iruftied on pellmell to take ad- 
vantage of the confufion, and to 
“ltorm the place, were, in the firft 
on fet, rcpulfed By this brave ex- 
ertion, time was obtained to carry 
‘oft' the wounded, and fuch artil- 
lery as were not buried in the 
ruins. But the enemy now bring- 
ing up their whole force to attack 


the flank redoubts, they were of 
neceflity abandoned. 

The enemy then made a (hew 
of advancing to ftorm the body of 
the places but the countenance 
they obferved, and the ftate of 
preparation they perceived,* in- 
duced them to relinquifti the de- 
fign. They, however, now de- 
rived fuch advantages from the 
pofleffion of the mined redoubt, 
and of the flank works, that the 
place was no longer tenable 5 for 
they commanded fome of the prin- 
cipal batteries fo effe6tually with 
their fmall arms, that the foldiers 
and teamen could no longer (land 
to their guns. In thefe circum- 
ftances, and without the mod dif- 
tant hope of relief, it would have 
been madnefs to contend longer. 
It was Angular, that in this ftate 
of imminent and apparent danger, 
and with all the horrors of the re- 
cent deftru6tion before their eyes, 
not a (ingle word about a fur- 
render was heard in the garrifon. 
An honourable capitulation was 
obtained, by Mr. Chefter, the go- 
vernor of the province, and Major 
Gen. Campbell j and that was all 
that could have been expe6ted, or 
even hoped. The place M ^ 
was delivered up, on the 7 v 
day two months, that the enemy 
had firft made their appearance. 

Thus fell the province of Weft 
Florida, whiqh had been held 
among the principal acquifitions 
obtained to Great Britain by the 
treaty of Paris. 

Whilft the war thus alternately 
raged and languifhed in different 
parts of the continent of North 
America, it will be neceffary to 
take a view of thofe tranfafldons 
in the Weft-Indies, which led in 
no fmall degree in their conic- 
quences^ 
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qucnces, to that fatal event which 
was to clofe the campaign in Vir- 
ginia, and feemed to threaten no 
lefs than the total extinction of 
the Britifh power in that part of 
the world. 

Upon the return of Admiral Sir 
George Rodney from New York 
to St. Lucia, towards the clofe of 
the year 1780, the reports which 
were received, of the ruinous and 
difmantled Rate of the ifland of St. 
Vincent, through the effeCls of 
the late hurricane, induced that 
commander and Gen. Vaughan, 
to undertake an expedition for 
the recovery of that ifland. Some 
troops, with the marines of the 
fleet, were accordingly landed ; 
but after a day’s continuance on 
the ifland, the enemy were found 
infuch force, and their ^works in 
inch condition, that the comman- 
ders fuffered the mortification of 
being obliged to re-embark the 
troops, without venturing to ha- 
xard an attack. 

It was not much more than a 
month after this ineffective at- 
tempt, when the commanders in 
chief by fea and land, in confe- 
quence of inftruCtions from Eng- 
land, directed their views to the 
redu&ion of the Dutch ifland of 
St. Euftatius. This ifland, bar- 
ren and contemptible in itfelf, has 
long been the feat of a lucrative 
and prodigious commerce ; and in- 
deed might be confidered as the- 
grand free port of the Weft Indies 
and America, and as a general 
market, and magazine, to all na- 
tions. Its richeft harvefts were, 
however, during the feafons of 
warfare amongft its neighbours; 
owing to its neutrality and fixa- 
tion, with its unbounded and un- 
dogged freedom of trade. So 


ftrong was the fpirit of commerce,' 
and fo immerfed were its checker- 
ed and tranfient inhabitants in' 
traffick and gain, that when Hoi-' 
land herlelf was engaged in' a war, 
the fame freedom of trade conti- 
nued, and the enemy were not 
only fupplied with all manner of 
common neceflariei, but even with 
naval and military (tores, as if no 
rupture with the parent ftate had 
taken place. 

This ifland Is a neural fortifi- 
cation ; and has but one landing 
place, which might be eafily ren- 
dered impracticable to an enemy. 
But hoftility and war, with re- 
fpeCt to themfelves, being totally 
out of the ideas of fuch a people, 
defence could not be thought of. 
It will be eafily conceived, that 
the inhabitants of fuch a barren 
rock were not veiy numerous ; and 
from the circumftances we have 
related, it will not, appear furpriz- 
ing, that they fhould notwithftand- 
ing include in their number, fome 
lefs or greater portion of the 
natives of almoft all trading coun- 
tries. 

The Britifh fleet and army, 
after exciting an alarm on the coafts 
of Martinique, with a view only 
of difguifing their real defign/ 
luddenly appeared before « , . 

and furrounded the ifland 
of St. Euftatius with a l * lm 
great force ; when Sir George 
Rodney, and General Vaughan, 
fent a peremptory fummons to the 
governor, to furrender the ifland 
and its dependencies within an' 
hour ; accompanied with a decla- 
ration or threat, that if any refift- 
ance was made, he muft abide by 
the confequenpes. Mr. de GraafF, 
the governor, totally ignorant of 
the rupture between England and 
[G] 3 Holland, 
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Holland, could fcarccly, at fird, 
believe the officer who delivered 
the fummons to be ferious. He 
however, returned for anfwer, that 
being utterly incapable of making 
any defence againd the force which 
iftvedtd the ifland, he mud of 
neceffity furrender it 5 only recom- 
mending the town and inhabitants 
to the known and ufual clemency * 
of Britilh commanders. 

The wealth found in the place 
was fo prodigious, as to excite the . 
aftonifhment even of the conquer- 
ors, notwithdanding their inti- 
mate previous knowledge of its 
nature and circumffances. The 
whole iiland feemed to be only 
one vaft magazine. All the ftore- 
houfes were not only filled with 
various commodities, but the beach 
wa$ covered with hogfheads of 
ftgar and tobacco. The value of 
the commodities was edimated, 
by a loofe, but fuppofed mode- 
rate calculation, as being con 6- 
derably above three , millions fter- 
ling. But this was only a part. 
The capture of (hipping was im- 
menfe. Above 2 jo veflels of all 
denominations, and many of them 
richly loaded,^ were taken in the 
bay ; exclufive of a Dutch frigate 
Of war, of 38 guns, and five lefler 
ones. ^ 

The neighbouring fmall iflands 
of St. Martin and Saba, were re- 
duced in the fame manner 5 and 
Sir George Rodney having infor- 
mation, that a fleet of about 30 
large (hips, richly laden with fugar, 
and other Wed-India commodi- 
ties, had jud before his arrival 
failed from St. Eudatius for Hol- 
land, under convoy of a flag fhip of 
60 guns, he immediately difpatcK- 
cd the Monarch and*Panther, with 
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the Sybil frigate, in purfuit of 
them. Thefe foon overtook the 
convoys and the Dutch admiral 
refuting to drike his colours (for 
be had refrained, as he faw he 
could not fupport it, from hold- 
ing his flag, upon a principle of 
naval if not national honour), and 
all remonftr^nces proving ineffec- 
tual to fubdue his obdinacy, a 
lhort engagement took place be- 
tween him, in the Mars, and 
Capt. Reynolds in the Monarch ; 
in which the former died bravely* 
in defence of his (liip. The Mars 
then immediately 11 ruck ; and 
the Panther and Sybil having in 
the mean time redrained the 
flight and feparation of the mer- 
chantmen, the whole convoy was 
taken. 

This w 48 one of the fevered 
blows that Holland could have re- 
ceived. The Dutch Wed-India 
company, with the magidracy and 
citizens of Amderdam, were un- 
doubtedly great fufferers upon the 
occafion. But the greated weight 
of the calamity feems to have fal- 
len upon the Britifh merchants,' 
who confiding in the neutrality of 
the place, and in fome a&s of par- 
liament, made to encourage the 
bringing of their property frona 
the iflands lately taken by the 
French, had accumulated a great 
quantity of Wed-India produce, 
as well as of European goods, 
in this place. For all the pro- 
perty was iodifcriminately feized, 
inventoried, and declared to be 
confifcated. 

The keeping up of Dutch co- 
lours in the nominal fort at St. 
Eudatius, rendered it for fome 
time a decoy to French, Dutch, and 
American veifcls 3 a confiderablc 
number 
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number of which fell accordingly 
into the hands of the conquerors 
without trouble. ' 

As the immediate pailion ufual- 
ly prefides over, if it does not en- 
. tirely fuperfede all former, fo our 
new enemy Teemed now to abford 
1 the whole body of our wrath. In 
the Weft-Indies particularly, the 
[ late fuccefles, and the immenfe re- 
wards which they afforded, direct- 
ed all the views of rapine, if not 
[ of ambition, to the Dutch fettle- 
, meats, which were totally defence- 
lefc$ and indeed, it feemed for a 
J time, as if it had been entirely for- 
gotten, that we had any other ene- 
' my to encounter. It was im- 
poffible that this dream could laft 
1 long. And, like other illufions 
1 of the fame nature, the awaking 
*. was attended with difappointment, 

■ trouble, and difmay, 
i A fquadron of privateers, moft- 
* ly belonging to Briftol, as foon as 
I they heard of the rupture with 
Holland, boldly entered the ri- 
vers of Demerary and Illequibo, 
which were deemed highly dan- 
gerous, if not utterly unnaviga- 
ble to ftrangers, and with no 
fmall degree of -courage and en- 
terprise, brought out, from under 
the guns of the Dutch forts and 
batteries, almoft all the veifels of 
any value in either river. The 
prizes were confiderable. And as 
it was impoflible for the privateers 
to be yet provided with letters of 
marque and reprizal againft the 
new and unexpected enemy, they 
trufted to the honour of govern- 
ment not to take any advantage 
of that defeCt, in doing, what ap- 
peared tor them, to be good lervice 
to their country as well as to them- 
fehres. 

The fettlements of Demerary 


and Iffequibo, as well as the 
neighbouring one of Berbices, ap- 
pertain to the Dutch colony, 
which is known by the general 
name of Surinam, and which 
forms a moderate part of that 
vaft country on the continent of 
South America, antiently called 
Guiana j for ever rendered memo- 
rable by the unhappy fate of Sir 
Walter Raleigh. The principal 
fettlement, properly called Suri- 
nam, and which takes its name, 
like the reft, from the great river 
on which it is fituated, was firft 
cultivated (but not in any great 
degree) by the Englifh j and be- 
ing taken by the Dutch in the 
wars with Charles the Second, 
was ceded to them by a peace, as 
Tome fort of compenfation for their 
valuable colony of New York. 
We are not certain, whether a 
law fuit is not yet in fome degree 
kept alive, by the defcendants or 
aftignees of a Mr. Clifford, at that 
time the moft confiderable plan- 
ter in the colony, and who laid 
large claims upon the Dutch Weft- 
India company for the lofles 
which he then fuftained, and 
which have never yet been pro- 
perly adjufted. 

The governors and principal 
inhabitants of thole fettlements 
which we firft mentioned, beihg 
fenfible of their defencelefs fitua- 
tion, and being terrified at the ap- 
prehenfion of falling a prey to ad- 
venturers, who are as feldom con- 
fidered as being ftri£t obfervers, as 
of being proper judges, of the 
laws and cuftoms of nations, .. had 
already made a tender of their fub- 
milfion to the Governor of Barba- 
does 5 requiring no other terms 
but a participation of thofe which 
had been granted to St. Euftatius 

[G] 4 and 
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and its dependencies. As both St. Euftatiuswere obliged to uil* , 

parties were equally ignorant of dergo the opprobium, of having ! 

thefe terms, the newly propofed the atrocious crimes of perfidioul- 

fubje&s were neceflarily deferred nefs and peijury publicly charged 

to the commanders in chief; who and recorded againft them in thtf 

could alone tell the nature of con- gazettes; and were accordingly 

ditions which had never been l’pe- treated as men unworthy of any 

cined, and of which they were degree of protection or fecurity, 

confequently the only interpreters much lefs of indulgence or favour, 

and judges. A deputation* was The Britiih merchants in the 
accordingly fent by the Dutch co- Welt- Indies, as well as at home, j 

lonilts to St. Euflatius. for that having been great fufferers by the I 

purpofe. indiferiminate confifcation of all j 

There they found that they had private property which took place j 

made a very improvident demand, at St. Euttatius, and the former, j 

in effect, the terms which* they who from their vicinity were taore 1 

required were, that they might be early and fully acquainted with the j 

defpoiled of all their goods, and tranfa&ions at that place, being 1 

banifhed from their habitations, likewife greatly irritated at the fup- \ 

For this was the general treat- pofed injuflice and oppreffion, and ^ 

ment of the greater part of the in- the certain ruin, which individuals 

habitants of St. Euflatius. But the of their own countty, as well as J 

odium which this rigorous pro- their friends and correfpondents I 

ceeding began already to excite, of others, had fuffered, all thefe ; 

the embarraflrnents which it creat- matters at firft drew out ftrong re- j 

ed, and the impoUSbility of apply- prefentations to the commanders 
ing it, though nominally required, in chief, and were at length pro- 
to a people who had voluntarily du&ive of numberlefs law fuits, 
put themfelves under the Britiih which probably, are not likely to 
dominion, obtained another fort be foon ended. Thefe circum- 
of treatment for the inhabitants of fiances by degrees occafioned a 
thefe colonies. great coolnefs, which at length 

A nice line of diftinCtion was carried too many marks of grow- 
drawn, between the honefly and ing up to a fettled diflike between 
good properties of Dutchmen in- the naval commander in chief, 
habiting the continent, . and of and thofe old Britiih iflands which 
thole living in iflands ; and the were committed to his charge 
point of comparative merit was and protection ; than which, no- 
decided entirely to the honour and thing more unhappily could have 
advantage of the former. They taken place, in fo critical a feafon 
were accordingly fully fecured in of the war. 

their property ; were allowed to Fretted and teized by remon- 
be governed by their own laws flrances which he defpifeid, and hy 
and magiflrates ; and had every legal difquifitions, which he could 
other indulgence granted^ which not attend to, the indignation of 
could have been reafonably or the admiral appeared, in flrong 
fairly expeCted. At the lame time charges, and an unufual tone and 
tfyat their unfortunate fellows in language, even hr thofe parts of 

bis 
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b»s public letters which were held 
#ut in the gazette. That gazette 
made him declare, that the fettle - 
ments of Demeraiy and Iflequibo 
would, in a few years, under pro- 
per encouragement, employ more 
fhips, and produce more revenue, 
than all the $ritifh Weft-India 
Mands put together. In another 
«f the lame date, and printed in 
the fame paper, he lays the moft 
dangerous .charge again# the Bri- 
tifk Weft-India merchants, of their 
having, regardlefs of the duty 
which they owed to their country, 
contracted with the enemy to lbp- 
ply them with provHions and naval 
fores; and he lengthened the 
charge by an affurance, that his 
utmoft attention fhould be direct- 
ed to prevent the treafon from 
taking place. 

It would be an injuftice to the 
mercantile intereft, not to take 
notice, that (after a large reward 
had been long publicly offered by 
the afiembly of St. Chriftopher’s, 
for the difeovery of thofe fuppofed 
traitors) a juftification, or refu- 
tation of the above charge, has 
been publicly and ftrongly, but 
without effeCt, demanded. It is 
however, too much to be ap- 
prehended, that the diftafte and 
heart-burnings ari^ng from thefe 
matters, as well as from the un- 
happy difputes which have fub- 
fifted between the governments 
and the people in fome of the Weft- 
fodia iflands, contributed, in, no 
fmall degree, to the Ioffes we have 
Attained in that quarter of the 
globe. 

The merchants of St. Chrifto- 
phers, who had fuffered greatly 
bf the confifcatiorv of property at 
St. Euftatius, and even the legi- 
slature of that iiland, took up the 
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bufinefs, fo far as if was in their 
power, with great fpirit. Several^- 
ltrong reinonftrances were prefent- 
ed to the commander in chief, in 
which they Hated, that their cpn- 
neCtions with that iiland, and the 
property they had lodged in ^it, 
were all in purfuance to, and un- 
der the fanCtion of, repeated aCts of 
the Britifh parliament ; and that 
their commerce had betides been 
entirely founded upon the fair* 
principles ♦ of merchandize, and 
conduCted according to the rules 
and maxims adopted by all trading 
nations. Thefe remonftrances pro- 
duced as little effeCt, as the la- 
conic anfwers, .which were at 
fome times with difficulty obtain- 
ed by the committees who were 
deputed upon the bufinefs, afford- 
ed of fatisfaCtion. At length, after 
much application, and rather as 
an aCt of favour to an individual, 
a note was given in writing, the 
ftrength of which lay in the fol- 
lowing words, viz. that the iiland 
was Dutch, every thing in it was 
Dutch, was under the protection 
of the Dutch flag, and as Dutch 
it ffiould be treated. 

It is painful to go through all 
the" circumftances of a bufinefs, 
which drew upon us (whether the 
aCts were defenfible or not) the 
odium of all Europe. Suffice h* 
to fay, that all the horrors of fo 
univerfal an havock of property, 
which might be expeCted, were 
fully realized. The beginning of 
this Itorm fell chiefly upon the 
Jews, who were numerous and 
wealthy in the iiland. Several of 
thefe, with many indignities, were 
torn from their habitations; and 
banilhed without knowing the 
place of their deftination; and 
were, in that Hate of nakednefs 

and 
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and wretefcednefs, tranfpoged, is 
outlaws, and landed on the ifland 
of St. Chriftopher’s. The aflembly 
of that ifland, to their great ho- 
nour pafled an immediate a& for 
their prefent relief, and future 
provifion, until they fhould have 
time to recover from their cala- 
mitous fituation. The Jews were 
loon followed by the Americans, 
ibme, at leaft, of whom had been 
obliged to fly their native country, 
through the part which they had 
taken in fupport of the Brifilh 
caufe and government. Thefe un- 
happy people were fent to St. 
Chriftopher’s, in much the fame 
plight and condition with the for- 
mer; and were received and enter- 
tained with the fame humanity 
and liberality, by the people and 
legiflature of that ifland. Tlje 
French merchants and traders were 
next banifhed ; and, at length, the 
native Dutch, or at leaft the Am- 
fterdammers, met with, the fame 
fate. 

In the mean time, public fales 
were advertifed, invitation given, 
and protection afforded, to pur- 
chafers of all nations and forts ; 
and the ifland of St. Euftatius be- 
came one of the greateft auctions 
that ever was opened in the uni- 
verle. Never was a better mar- 
ket for buyers. The goods wefe 
fold for a trifling proportion of 
tjieir value ; and it is laid, that 
the French agents made the great- 
eft and the moft lucrative pur- 
chafes. The greatelt part of the 
goods were Conveyed to French 
and Danifh iflands ; and left to 
find their way to thofe enemies, 
for having lupplied whom, in the 
way of ordinary commerce, this- 
ifland luffered fo feverely. 

It is neceftary to obferve, that 
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the accounts we have of thefe 
tranfa&ions are derived either from 
the immediate fufferers, thole Bri- 
tifh Weft Indians, who, if not par- 
takers in the lofs, were more or 
lefs connected with thefe who 
were lofera, or thofe public ac- 
counts given by foreigner*. It 
muft be acknowledged, that re- 
fentment, prejudice, or partiality, 
may be fuppofed to operate, in 
a lefs or greater degree, in all 
thofe modes of information. But 
it muft likewife be obferved, that 
this kind of evidence has, upon 
this occafion, derived great force, 
from the weightinefs of the mat- 
ter, and from its having neither 
been controverted, nor any other 
account fubftituted in its place, 
by thofe who were moft, and in- 
deed very deeply, interefted in its 
refutation. 

Whilft the conquerors of St. 
Euftatius were bewildered in the 
immenfity of their plunder, mat- 
ters were tending to a crifis, which 
was to (hake the Britifh power, 
both in the Weft Indies and Ame- 
rica, to the center. 

For towards the end of , 
March, M. de Graffe had 22a ‘ 
failed from Breft, with a fleet of 
25 fail of the line, the Sagittaire 
of 54 guns, 6ooo land forces, and 
a prodigious convoy, amounting 
to between two and three hundreS 
fhips ; the whole compofing one 
of the largeft and richeft fleets that 
ever failed from France. Of this 
formidable armament, five fbips of 
the line, under M. de Suffrein/ 
with part of the land forces, were 
deftined for the Eaft Indies ; with 
a view likewife of intercepting 
Commodore Johnftone’s fquadrott 
and convoy on their way. M. de 
Graffe, with ao fail of the line,; 
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tie 50-gun {hip, and the remain- 
der of the convoy, proceeded di- 
re&y for Fort-Royal- Bay in Mar- 
tinique. 

Though the departure of Com- 
modore Hotham, with a fmall 
fqnadron, in the month of March, 
for the protection of the convoy, 
which bore a great part of the St. 
Euftatius treafure, on its way to 
England, reduced Sir George Rod- 
neys fleet to 21 fail of the line ; 
yet, we fee, that it was not un- 
equal to the encounter of the 
outward-bound French force un- 
der M. de Grade. But the French 
hid already eight (hips of the 
lifee, and one 50, at Martinique 
and St. Domingo ; fo that the 
arrival of De Grade muft give 
them a decided fuperiority 5 for Sir 
Pfcter Parker had only four fail of 
the line at Jamaica ; and neither 
the protection of that ifland, nor 
its {ituation fo far to leeward, would 
admit of any reinforcement to the 
windward illands fleet. Every 
thing feetaed therefore to depend 
upon the intercepting of De 
Wes fquadren and convoy ; as 
bb junction, frelh and without 
a&ion, with the French (hips al- 
ready on the Ration, muft evident- 
ly afford the means of endanger- 
% moft, if not all, of the neigh- 
boring Britilh iftands. 

8if George Rodney, accoid- 
®gl y, detached the Admirals Sir 
Samuel Hood and Drake, with 
17 of the line, to cruize off 
fort Royal Bay, for that purpofe. 
H* ftill continued himfelf, with 
ta own {hip the Sandwich of 90, 
bl the Triumph of 74 guns, at 
St Euftatius;. as did General 
Vaughan, with the ftrong body 
of troops, which feem to have 
tan, from the firft, not at all ne- 


ceflary to the reduction of a place 
in fo poor a Rate of defence. The 
Prince William, of 64 guns, was 
then at St. Lucia ; and the Pan- 
ther, of 60, on a cruize. 

The courfe of the French fleet 
from Europe to Fort Royal, lay 
through the channel of St. Lucia ; 
which is about ten leagues over, 
and fepa rates that Ifland from 
Martinique. The Cape, or Point 
of Salines, in the latter, marks 
the opening of the channel, on the 
eaftem, or windward end, which 
is the courfe from Europe ; Fort- 
Royal lies towards the bottom of 
the channel, where it widens in- 
to the main fea, at its weftern 
or leeward end. The Diamond 
Rock lies about half way be- 
tween, being detached from the 
point of a ftrangely-notched and 
broken neck of land, which ftretches 
into the channel ; the weft ride* 
of that peninfula or neck form- 
ing one of the limits of a large 
bay, which takes its name from 
Fort-Royal; and that town and 
noble harbour lying on the oppo- 
fite fide of the bay. # 

It has been reported (but we 
know not upon what authority) 
that Sir Samuel Hood made fome 
remonft ranee, again ft the fqua- 
dron’s being Rationed in 'the chan- 
nel off Fort-11 oyal Bay, as being 
continually liable to fall to lee- 
ward, and confequently of being 
rendered incapable of intercept- 
ing the enemy ; and that he there- 
fore propoied, that they {hould 
cruife to windward of Point Sa- 
lines, a fituatiou which would: 
render it impracticable for any 
fleet to enter the channel with- 
out their encounter ; but, it is 
likewife added, that this advice or 
propofal was fo far from being 
attended 
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attended to, that he was peremp- 
torily ordered to adhere to his 
inftruCtion. However that was, 
whether the propoial was made, 
reje&ed, or not, the fubfequent 
events fully (hewed, that the cruize 
off Point Salines was the mea- 
fure which (hould have been a- 
dopted. 

On the a8th of April, fome of 
Sir Samuel Hood’s headmoft cruiz- 
ers returned haftily in fight, with 
iignals, which announced the ap- 
pearance of a fuperior fleet and a 
numerous convoy, to the wind- 
ward of Point Salines. Notwith- 
ftanding the fuperiority of force 
now denounced, the admiral im- 
mediately made a fignal for a ge- 
neral chace to windward, and in 
fome time after, when the (hips 
were pretty well come up, he 
formed the line a-head. The im- 
portance and emergency of the 
occaflon, occafioned a confulta- 
tion between the admirals in the 
night; when it was determined to 
continue the line a-head, fo # that, 
getting as much as poflible to 
windward, they might be enabled 
to dofe in with Fort-Royal at day- 
light, fo as to cut off the enemy 
from that harbour. 

* In the morning the 

° enemy appeared ; their 

•convoy keeping clofe in under the 
land, were turning round the Dia- 
mond’s Rock, while De Grade 
drew up his fleet in a line of battle 
a-brealt, for their protection ; and 
notwithftanding the utmoft exer- 
tions of the Britifh commanders 
to gain the wind and prevent it, 
four (hips of the line and a fifty, 
in Fort-Royal harbour, were en- 
abled to join him. The Prince 
William likewile, with great ce- 
lerity and diligence, opportunely 
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joined Sir Samuel Hood at this 
critical moment; but the French 
had ftill a fuperiority of fix (hips 
of the line. 

Notwithftanding this great ine- 
quality of force, every poffibk 
manoeuvre was gallantly ufed by 
the Britifh commanders to bring 
the enemy to dofe aCtion. As 
the Count de Grade was to wind- 
ward, the option lay entirely with 
him, both as to aCtion and dis- 
tance . He chofe, in the feaman f s 
phrale, a long Jhot di fiance. The 
French fired half an hour hefore 
their (hot could take effeCt, and 
confequently before their fire was 
returned. At half paft eleven their 
balls began to reach, and the en- 
gagement commenced ; but ftill at 
too great a difiance, and conti- 
nued fo to the laft. Never, faid 
Sir Samuel Hood, was more pow- 
der and (hot thrown away in one 
day. 

Although the engagement feem- 
ed, in point of firing, to be gene- 
ral, the diftance preferved by the 
enemy, and the ftrenuous, though 
ineffectual efforts, made, upon 
every occafion that offered, by the 
Britifh (hips, to clofe with them, 
rendered it partial. Thus fome 
of the bed (hips in the fleet, under 
the conduCt of captains of the mod 
undoubted bravery, did not lofe a 
man ; and the lofs fuftained by 
feveral others in the fame circum- 
ftances, was fo trifling as not to 
deferve mention. On the other 
hand, the van, and the neareft 
(hips of the center, in their con- 
fiant ftruggles to clofe the enemy, 
and get to windward, were ex- 
pofed to a long and heavy weight 
of fire. By this means, a few 
(hips differed veiy confiderably ; 
but this was more with refpeCt to 

their 
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their marts, hulls, and rigging, 
than to the lofs of men. 

The a&ion lafted, from firft to 
hft, about three hours ; when the 
Britirti, commander, finding that 
apt one rttot in ten of the enemy 
reached, and that all his endea- 
vours to gain the wind were fruit- 
lets, ceafed firing . entirely $ and 
h» example was, not long after, 
followed on the other fide. The 
k£ in men amounted only to 36 
Mx», and t6i wounded ; but the 
fenrice (uffered confiderably in the 
death of the brave Captain Nott 
of the Centaur, who, with his 
firft lieutenant, Plowden, gallantly 
foil in this action. The damage 
fiiftained by the Ruffel, and at 
leaft four other lhips, which ren- 
dered them unfit for immediate 
forrice, was the great lofs luftain- 
ed in this engagement. The for- 
mer had received fo many \ (hot 
between wind and water, that {he 
was obliged to bear- away for St. 
Enftatios ; and was with difficulty 
preferred from finking in her paf- 
fage. 

From thefe unfortunate circum- 
ftances, the gallant exertions made 
by the Britifh officers, for bring- 
ing an unwilling enemy to that 
decifive a&ion, which they fo 
much wilhed, but were not able 
to compel him to, had the lingu- 
lar fortune of being produ&ive of 
feme of the actual confluences of 
a defeat ; and of affording fo de- 
cided a fuperiority to the French, 
as could not for fome time be re- 
filled. 

The French admiral was not 
blind to the great advantage, which 
the prefen t comparative fituation 
of both fleets afforded. Hh ac- 
cordingly continued in fight, and 
foemed difpofed, on the following 
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day, to bring matters to that de- 
cifive conclufion, which he had 
before fo much evaded. But this 
defign was totally difconcerted by 
the unexpected manoeuvres of Sir 
Samuel Hood. That judicious 
commander, feeing that the French 
line was very irregular, and that 
the van, and a part of the center, 
were greatly feparated from the 
red, made one of thole bold move* 
ments, which, by throwing the 
fleet into the greateft apparent con- 
fulion, would, to a common eye, 
have appeared to be full of danger, 
at the lame time that it could only 
have been dire&ed by the greateft 
judgment. The obje& was to 
gain the wind, in which he was 
very near fucceeding 5 and in that 
cale, he would have cut off and 
deftroyed one half of the French- 
fleet, before it could have been 
fuccoured by the other. Fortune 
failed in her ufual favour to bold 
enterprize. This movement, how- 
ever, totally changed the appear- 
ance of things ; and the Britilh 
fleet, inftead of being on the de- 
fenfive, carried the face of being 
the aggreffor during the reft of the. 
day. 

But the condition of the wound- 
ed lhips, which grew continually 
worfe by motion, induced the 
Britilh commanders, in the night, 
to a determination of bearing away 
for Antigua, iuflead of loling any 
more time, in daring or tempting 
the enemy to an engagement 
The French, elated at any thing 
which carried the appearance of 
a flight, and might afford fome 
room for boafting of a victory, 
purfued in the morning with a 
vigour which they had not before 
Ihewn j and the Torbay having 
fallen confiderably a-flern, lhe re- 
ceived 
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ceived federal foot, and fomte da* 
mage, before fhe could be relieved, 
although that was both fpeedily 
and boldly done. The French, in 
order to keep up the name and 
appearance of a purfuit, conti- 
nued in fight for the reft of the 

' day- 

The arrival of the Ruffel, indi- 
cated to the conquerors of St. 
Euftatius, the danger of attending 
any longer to the fale of the effects 
in that iiland. Great exertions 
were employed to fit her again for 
fervice ; her damages, though the 
water had rifen above the platform 
of her magazine, were fpeedily 
repaired ; and in three days after 
her arrival, the admiral and gene- 
ral, with the Sandwich, Triumph, 
Ruffel, and fome land forces, pro- 
ceeded to join Sir Samuel Hood, 
and to protect the iflands. Some 
time was neceffarily fpent at An- 
tigua, after the junction, for the 
repair and fupply of the foips 
which bad fuffered in the late 
a&ioti ; and that bufinefs being 
done, the commander in chief 
proceeded with the whole fleet to 
Barbados. 

In the mean time, the Marquis 
de Bouille, with a body of troops 
under the Vifcount Dam as, landed 
** in the night on the ifland 

10 - of St. Lucia, which, 
though otherwife ft rang, was in 
no great condition of defence in 
point of gttrjifon. They took poft 
at the town of Grois-Rkt, where 
they hoped to furpriae and cut off 
the 46th regiment. By fome for- 
tune or accident they failed in 
this ; / though they forprized a 
centinel before day-light, who 
was killed in the fcutfte $ they 
likewile took an officer prifoner, 
who, with the fick foldiers in the 


bofpital, they font off to Marti- 
nique. They then iufnmoned the 
officer who commanded in Pigeon- 
Ifiand, threatening the utmoft fe- 
verities of war, if he did. not imv 
mediately furrender. This poft 
was of theutmoft importance, par- 
ticularly with refpeft to their in- 
tended naval operations. The 
fpirited anlwer which was rptum* 
ed, and the vigorous preparation 
they perceived for an obftinate 
defence, foems to have given the 
firfl check to their hopes, if not to 
their progrefs. 

The accidental arrival of a fri- 
gate, and of two (loops of war, 
who immediately landed their lea- 
men and marines to man the 
batteries, contributed much to the 
prefervation of the ifland. In the 
mean time, the moft foldierly dif- 
pofitions, and vigorous prepara- 
tions, were made by Brig. Gen. 
St. Leger, for the defence of the 
different polls $ which were fuffi- 
ciently ftrong, but too numerous 
and extenfive for his fmall force. 
He was admirably feconded by his 
officers 5 and the merchants, with 
the mafters and crews of the trad- 
ing veffels, all went, with a de- 
gree of alacrity and fpirit which 
did them the higheft honour, to 
man and defend tfreir refpe&iue 
polls. Thus, every Englifh, and 
confequently militaiy part of the 
ifland* carried the appearance of 
the moft determined refiftance. 
The natives were naturally on the 
fide of the enemy. 

In the night, the French troops 
took a moft painful and toillome 
march, to feiz6 the ftrong grounds 
about Morne-Fortune, which was 
the gfand or principal poft. And 
on the fuoceeding day, the danger 
of the ifland foeraed imminent in- ' 
deed $ 
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deed ; for it was in veiled by a 
French Beet of 25 fail of the line, 
Tbefe bore down, with a view of 
aochoiing in Grols-lflet Bay ; but 
they were received with fo fevere 
and well dire&ed a fire, from the 
batteries, on Pigeon-Ifland, that 
they were obliged to abandon 
their defign, and to retire, with 
qftdeot marks of confufion and 
difinay, to leeward. The Mar- 
inis de Bouille, notwithftanding, 
continued to make fuch uifpofi- 
tions, as indicated a determined 
defign of attacking the ftrong 
pod of the Morne on the following 
dhy. But to the aftonifliment of 
the whole iiland, and the no fmall 
dafinay, of the French natives, he 
ift-cmbarked all his troops in the 
and the whole fleet was 
ieoj handing over to Martinique 
in the morning. 

The French pretend that this 
only , a feint, intended to dif- 
gmfe their real defign upon To- 
falgp. But this feems calculated 
»iely to cover the difgrace of an 
iifle&ttal attempt, and of a re- 
The attempt upon St. Lu- 
cia ivas likely to produce a dire&ly 
contrary effe& to that pretended, 
aa4 to interrupt, ihftead of fur- 
tfiwing, their defigns upon To- 
b*gt). It was to be expe&ed that 
4a firft report of it would have 
dqwa Sir George Rodney to 
that quarter, and that his arrival 
9tttld have been about the time 
when they leaft wifhed it with 
to Tobago. The probabi- 
lity feems to be, that the French 
inhabitants, in their eagernefs to 
Ita to their natural govern- 
*scat, had reprefented things, 
with refpe£t to the. firength and 
fixation of the iiland, to be worfe 
they really were, and, on 
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the other hand, that the fpiritand 
vigour difplayed by the command* 
ing officer and his garrifon, made 
them appear much better. Thus, 
meeting with a countenance and 
preparation which they fo little 
expected, it is very probable, that 
the coniideration of Tobago might 
then have operated with no fmall 
effect, and that they deemed it 
prudent not to wade their force* 
where the reh fiance was fo deter* 
mined, and the event lb doubt* 
ful, while they had a greater, and 
perhaps Id's difficult, object in 
view. 

On the very day that Sir Geoige 
Rodney, with the fleet, arrived 
from Antigua at Barbadoes, a 
fmall French fquadron, with a 
confiderable body of land forces, 
under the condudt of M. de Blan- 
chelande, late governor of St. 
Vincent’s, appeared off the iiland 
of Tobago. Governor M 
Fergufon immediately ' 3 - 

difpatched the Rattleihake, which 
was a very fwdft faiier, with the 
intelligence to Sir George Rod* 
ney, at Barbadoes $ and Captain 
Barnes had the fortune to deliver 
the di fpatch, at twelve o'clock 
on the night of the 26th. It is 
not our bufinefs to enter any far- 
ther into the controverfy which 
aroie upon this iubjett, than 
merely to ftate the facts as they 
appear. The commander in chief 
feems to have conceived, that the 
force of the invaders was much 
lefs, and that of the iiland coa- 
fiderably greater, than they 1 realty 
were. Under the influence of 
this opinion, the commander in 
chief contented himfelf with lend* 
ing Admiral Drake, with fix (ail 
of the line, fbme frigates, with a 
regiment, and two additional com* 
panics. 
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' panics, under the conduct of Gen. 
Skeene, to it* relief. ^Vt the fame 
time, fome light and expeditious 
veflels were dispatched, to give the 

* governor notice of the intended 
fuf cour. 

As the commander in chief had 
' received intelligence, that M, de 
Grille, with his whole fleet, had 
quitted Fort Royal, and were 
, cruizing between the Diamond 
*Rock and St. Lucia, he gave 
Mr. Drake notice of the enemy’s 
Situation ; cautioning him at the 
lame time to be upon his guard, 
and by no means to rifque an en- 
gagement with a fuperior force ; 
;J?nt after landing the forces for the 
relief of Tobago, and endeavour- 
ing to deftroy the fquadron by 
which it was in veiled, to rejoin 
him without a moment’s lofs of 
time, 

. , On the day after Drake’s 

™ * departure, the admiral re- 
ceived intelligence, that the 
French fleet had been feen to the 
windward of St. Lucia, and were 
apparently flanding towards To- 
bago, Upon Admiral Drake's 
making the ifland, on the morn- 
ing or the 30th, he difcovered 
the enemy’s fleet, of 27 fail, to 
leeward, between him and the 
land. He, however, like a bold 
and good officer, did not haul his 
wind, until he had fully, explored 
their fituation and flrength, and 
Taw that it was utterly impoffible 
for him to land the troops, or to 
afford any relief whatever to the 
'ifland. He was purfued to a con- 
siderable difiance 3 while the gar- 
rifan and inhabitants, befides the 

• mortification of’ perceiving that 
.they could not be relieved, were 

farther comforted with a report. 


that the whole fquadron and rein* 
forcement had fallen a prey to the 
enemy. 

Admiral Drake difpatched hb 
fwifteft frigates- to inform Sir 
George Rodney of what had paft, 
and of his own return 5 and ar- 
rived in fight of Carlifle Bay on 
the ad of Jnne 5 the fleet did not 
come out until the following day. 
General Vaughan himfelf, with, 
probably, an additional reinforce- 
ment'of troops, now embarked on 
board the fleet. 

Upon their arrival off Tobago, 
they foon received intelligence of 
the lofs of the ifland, and on the 
following day were in fight of the 
French fleet, confifling of 24 fail 
of the line. The Britifh amount- 
ed either to 20, or 21 3 for the ac- 
counts vary in that degree. Not- 
withflanding this difparity, never 
were Chips cleared with more ala- 
crity for a&ion, nor a greater dif- 
pofition {hewn to it, both by of- 
ficers and private, feamen, than was 
now done. As the enemy were 
to leeward, and feemed more dif- 
pofed to feek than to fhun an ac- 
tion, the option feemed to lie on 
our fide. It is probable, that the 
lofs of the ifland operated in de- 
terring the Britifh commander in 
chief from hazarding an a&ion 
againfl a fuperior force, when the 
great object of fuch a rifque was 
then no more. 

Sir George Rodney, in his pub- 
lic difpatches,, feems to think that 
the enemy's defign was to en- 
tangle him in the night among the 
Granadillas, and by decoying him 
among certain currents which 
would have carried him far to 
leeward, thereby gain an oppor- 
tunity of reducing the valuable 
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iflud of Barbadoes, without the 
poffibility of his being able to ar* 
rive in time to its fudcour. 

During thefe tranfa&ions at fea, 
the French met with more trouble 
and difficulty in the reduction of 
tibe ifland, than they could have 
expedied. After failing in their at- 
tempts on the rirft day, they made 
their landing good in Courland 
Bay, on the morning of the 24th. 
Their force was etti mated at be- 
tween two and three thoufand 
men; whilft, according to the 
governor'9 public account, the 
whole of that for the defence of 
the ifland of Tobago, including 
itgulars, militia, and fearaen, 
amounted only to 427 whites, of 
all forts, who held arms in their 
fclflds; but to thefe were added 
a ffeall party of forty armed ne- 
groes, who behaved with un- 
daunted courage in foine defperate 
fcrvicc. 

After feme emulation about 
ptlh, and attempts to impede 
the progrefs of the enemy, Gov. 
Fergufon, with the troops and 
militia, retired to a poft called 
Concordia : which is a naturally 
ftrong high ground, that com- 
mands a view of both rides of 
the iiknd; a circum fiance which 
made it particularly interefting to 
the defendants. There they were 
invefted, as clofely as the nature 
aud difficulty of the ground would 
admit; M. de Blanchelande hav- 
ing in vain endeavoured to terrify 
the militia into a defertion of their 
tfiw, by threatening plunder and 
Wufiication to their plantations, 
if they did not return within a 
tart given time to thetfi. 

The fpirit and patriotifm (hewn 
hytbe planters in general during 
Vol. XXIV, 


this unequal conteft is highly de- 
ferring of praife; but the extra- 
ordinary infiances of magnanimity 
afforded by individuals, claims 
particular notice. On the firft 
advance of the enemy, and dt£* 
pute about pofts, Mr. Coll w ge- 
neroufly propofed to the governor, 
to let rire to his own canes, in 
order to diftrefs them on their 
march, and to impede their pro- 
grefs through a fall and narrow* 
country. During the riege of 
Concordia, Mr. Law, underliand- 
ing that the governor was unwill- 
ing to deftroy his dwelling-houfe 
and the adjoining buildings, al- 
though they afforded feme covet 
to the enemy, not only made thd 
proposal himfelf to bum them, 
but carried it inftantly into exe- 
cution under their fire, being af- 
rified only by his own negroes* 
who fuffered not a little in the 
confiidt. And when the garrifoa 
were retired to their laft faftnefs, 
the way to which was exceedingly 
narrow, difficult, and utterly un- 
known to the enemy, neither 
the threats of immediate defini- 
tion to his property, nor of in 4 
ftant death to himfelf, could in 
any degree bend his mirid to the 
tafk, of conducing the French 
army againft his friends. 

The riege of Concordia, if fuch 
may be called the attack on an 
open -hill, where the garrifon had 
no cover or fhelter from the wea- 
ther, continued from the 25th of 
May, until the morning of the 
1 ft of June. During the greater 
part of that time, the governor 
and garriion were buoyed up by 
the hope, and impatiently ex- 
pedted the arrrival, of that fuc* 
cour, on which their prefervation 
[If] tamed 
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feemed to depend. We have al- 
ready feen that they were difap- 
pointed. 

The whole French fleet, with 
the Marquis de Bouille, and a 
flrong reinforcement of troops from 
Martinique, had arrived oft' the 
ifland before the Englifti luccours ; 
and Admiral Drake’s letter, which 
was received in the morning of 
the 30th, and announced his 
bringing 528 land forces to their 
relief, was accompanied with, or 
fpeedily followed by intelligence, 
that he had fallen in with, and 
was therefore moft probably taken 
by the enemy. The Marquis de 
Bouille, with his forces, were 
landed on that evening; and on 
the following day joined thofc be- 
fore Concordia. 

In the mean time, the French 
had taken pofleflion of feveral of 
the neighbouring hills, fome of 
which overlooked that place, and 
of other near and advantageous 
pods and approaches, which led 
to their defign of carrying it by 
ftorm in the night ; a meal ure 
which they had already tried, but 
had failed through the error of 
their guides, in nnfling the right 
path in the dark. Under a know- 
ledge of all thefc circumftances, a 
council of war was called in the 
garrifon, and the engineers being 
of opinion that the place was no 
longer tenable againft lb fuperior a 
force, it was unanimoufly deter- 
mined to retreat to a poll on the 
Main Ridge', where a few hiits had 
been built, and lbnle proviftons and 
ammunition previoufly lodged for 
the purpofe. The retreat was (o well 
conduced, that the place was eva- 
cuated at one in the mprning of 
the firft of June, and notwithftand- 
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ing the neamefs of the enemy, the 
Marquis de Bouille fent a flag 
after day-break to fummon the 
garrifon. 

But the patience aud conftancy 
of the militia, and even of the ' 
regular forces, began now to be 
exhaufted. Fretted by long ex- ‘ 
pebtation, vexed by continued dif* 
appointment, worn down by fa- 
tigue, hardfhip, and the incle- 1 
mency of the climate, the former 
beheld their whole ’ prefent and ; 
future profperity at the brink of 
ruin; they felt that their ob- 
ftinacy would render the deftruc- ; 
tion inevitable, whillt they could 
not found a hope in favour of 
farther exertion ; they confidered 
that their provifions would be ex- 
haufted in a few days, which would 
render their laft ftrong hold of no 
longer avail; and all ideas of re- . 
lief, if not quite erafed, vtffere now ■ 
grown fo faint as to be fcarcely 1 
perceptible. 

The meafures purfued by the 
Marquis de Bouille, could not ] 
but ftrengthen thefe difpofitions. 1 
Enraged at the elcape of an ene- ] 
my whom he had confidered as in - 
his hands ; and ftill more provoked \ 
through the apprehenfion of the 
war being protracted, from that 
enemy’s getting into a difficult 
country, and an impracticable pott, 
thefe circumftances occafioned his 
departing from thole principles ot 
lenity which had hitherto fo much 
diftinguilhed his condubt. To the 
operation of thefe circumftances 
may be added, as not teaft, or . 
weakeft, his open and avowed re- 
fentment for the late, tranfabtions 
at St. Euftatiiis ; having made 
hirafclf a direct party in that bu* 
iinefs by his fruitlefs ijiterpofiti&n 
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Jn behalf of the inhabitants, and 
by a correfpondence of mutual 
irritation and defiance on the fub- 
je&. 

The marquis accordingly pur- 
fued the garrifon with the utmoll 
eagernefs; but finding his troops 
overcome by the heat, while the 
fugitives were liill four miles a- 
head of him, and that he could not 
even procure any perfon who would 
conduct his army thro’ the ffrong 
country and Intricate ways which 
they had to pafs, he determined to 
make terror unite with force in the 
Shortening of a bufinefs, which was 
likely otherwife not only to be- 
come troublefome and tedious, but 
might in the iffue obltrudl thofe 
great objeCls which the fleet had 
till in view. ' He accordingly or- 
dered two capital plantations, w hich 
were at hand, to be reduced to 
afhes; and finding their deftruc- 
tion did not produce the defired 
effeft, he ordered that four more 
fhould meet with a fimilar fate 
at the commencement of every 
four hours, until the ifland was 
laid, wafte, or that a lurrender 
fliould be made. 

The garrifoa had halted at a 
place called Caledonia, which lies 
about the. centre of the illand. 
From thence, acrofs the Main 
Ridge to the north fide, is a road 
or path, fix miles long, and fo 
narrow, that two men cannot 
walk abreaft. It is evident, that 
a few men might defend this long 
tud narrow pals againlt, almoli, 
any force 5 and at its farther end 
was the poll which we have men- 
tioned, where the huts were con- 
ftru&ed, and the provifions lodged, 
as the lall refort. Wfiilfi the 
forces relied; at Caledonia, the go-' 
yernor, with the engineers, pulh- 


ed on to the huts, in order to 
make fuch preparations as were 
neceffary for their reception and 
difpofition. 

During his abfence, the plan- 
tations were fet on fire, and the 
threats held out which we have 
mentioned. Some account of thefe 
trail factions brought the gover- 
nor haltily back j but he found 
the face of affairs totally changed 
upon his return. The militia, 
before fo refolute and determin- 
ed, now abfolutely refufed to hold 
out any longer. All his remon- 
ftrances/ were in vain. The dc- 
fpair of relief,' and the fight or 
the immediate apprehenfion of fee- 
ing their elfates in fiames, made 
them deaf to every thing. It 
would feem, though it does not 
abfolutely appear, that a treaty 
was already opened, and perhaps 
far advanced, with the Marquis 
de Bouille j and it is evident, that 
the regular forces were no more 
dilpoled than the inhabitants to 
meet the ideas of the governor, 
in pro tracing a defperate defence 
to the lall poffible moment, and 
that too at the price of irre- 
trievable detiru&ion to the whole 
illand. The governor reprefents, 
that the commanding officer ac- 
cordingly refufed to obey his or- 
ders in taking poffeffion of the 
pafs which led to the huts ; and 
that the regular forces determined 
to capitulate without his confent. 

The governor, as firft, refufed 
to have any (hare in the cap i tula- 
lion ; but finding that the current 
was too ftrong to be by any means 
refilled, and confidering that the 
people, in the prefent llate of 
apprehenfion, hurry, and danger, 
were, liable to agree haffily to 
worfe terms than might otherwife 
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be obtained, he at length acceded. 

The conditions were exceedingly 
favourable and advantageous to 
the ifland. Thofe of Dominique 
were laid as the ground-work by 
the governor; and though they 
differed in feme things, the in- 
habitants thought the prefent, up- 
on the whole, to be more fa- 
vourable. The French boaft high- 
ly in their accounts, of the gene- 
rofity of their commanders ; who 
inffead of being irritated by the 
difficulties of the conqueft, and 
the extreme perl’everance of the 
inhabitants, who had thereby fub- 
je6ted all their property to the 
fate of war, were, on the con- 
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having feen out of danger, ate! 
touched at the Havannah for mo- 
ney, he then directed his courfc, 
with d8 fail of the line, and k* 
veral frigates, for the Chcfapeak; 
where he arrived by the end of the 
month. 

The naval operations of thil 
time may be confidered as the 
great hinges, upon which the whole 
fortune of the war, at leatt hi 
America, was to turn. It is not 
therefore a wonder, that hot and 
violent altercations arofe upon fhe 
conduct of the naval campaign 
in the Weft Indies, and its fubfe- 
quent effe6t upon the fate of North ; 
America. Thefe matters are itf J 


trary, charmed with fuch courage the end to be determined by opi- 
and fidelity ; and in thofe gene- nion ; and as they rely too opal 

A. • /V /i , 1 i ■ 1 


raus fentiments granted the moft 
liberal conditions. A conduct, 
they fay, which affords a noble 
example for all fuccefsful com- 
manders ; as it will Hand an eter- 
nal reproach to their enemies, 
who have divefted themfelves of 
every principle of .benevolence and 
jtiftice. 

The feafon was now far ad- 
vanced; the French had done 
their bufinefs in the Weft Indies 
with equal, fuccefs and eclat ; but 
the great obje& of the campaign 
was (till to be purfued on the 
eoafts of North America. M. de 
* Graffe accordingly departed with 
his whole fleet and a large convoy, 
from FQrt Royal Bay in Marti- 
guque, on the 5th of July, and 
arrived at Cape Francois, in Hil- 
paniola, or St. Domingo, by the 
.middle of the month ; where he 
was reinforced by five fail of the 

A line. In the begin- 

Aug. 5th. n . ng of the fo1!owing 

month he failed from the Cape 
with a prodigious convoy; which 


fa6ts varioufly ftated and repre- 
fented, an hiftorian, fo near till 
time, whilft heats fubfift, and the 
true ftate of evidence cannot be 
fufficiently afeertained, finds it dif- 
ficult to determine any thing con- 
cerning them. We can, there- 
fore, only reprefent the argu- 
ments of the different fides in 
this difeuflion.— Thofe who at- 
tacked the conduft of that cam- 
paign faid, that the Britifh com- 
mander had pretty ftrongly pledg- 
ed himfelf in his public account 
of the lofs of Tobago, that M. 
de Grafle fhould not have much 
to boaft of at the end of the cam- . 
paign. But, fay they, di4 the 
proceeding of M. de Graffe, with 
fo little interruption, firft to lee- 
ward, through the whole extent 
Of the Well- India feas, and qujte 
ruemd to the Bay of Chefapeak, 
fupport that promife > Had, fay 
they. Sir George Rodney direflly 
purfued the enemy with his whole 
fleet, only touching at Jamaica to 
be reinforced by Sir Peter Parker, 
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the frjuadron already at New 
York would have given him fo 
decided a fuperiority, that De 
Grafte, mud either have relin- 
quifhed his defign, abandoned 
the coafts of North America, and 
thereby defeated the whole fcheme 
tad hope of the campaign, or 
©therwile have fallen a victim to 
his own temerity. The lealt for- 
tunate of thefe events, they fay, 
would* in a great meafure, have 
changed the nature and fortune of 
the war ; but the other would have 
done it entirely. 

1 Inftead, they added, of pur- 
fuing ihele vigorous and happy 
meafures, the admiral abandoned 
his charge at the molt critical pe- 
riod, that had been, or could have 
been, in this or any war ; and at 
the fame time brought away the 
heft (hip in the fleet (rSm the lcene 
aCtiofl and fervice, merely for 
the conveyance of his own perfon 
to England. But this was but a 
trifle, they fay, compared with 
the confequences of the arrange- 
ment and ditpofition of the fleet 
which he made before his de- 
parture.— That he frittered away 
its force into fmall parts without 
an obje<ft. That, inftead of draw- 
ing any ftfength from Jamaica to 
amit in counteracting the grand 
defign of the enemy, he fent three 
flaps of the line there, at a time 
When they could not be wanted 5 
and left others in the Leeward 
Wands, where they had no longer 
an enemy to encounter $ the 
French not having left a Angle 
fhip of the line in all that quarter. 
That even the fending of a con- 
toy to Europe, in fo critical a 
feafon of emergency and danger. 
Was a meafure which fhould have 
teen deferred, until the great ob- 


jeCts of the campaign were de- 
cided. And that thefe various 
errors, which were finally con- 
cluded and wound up by the 
fending of Sir .Samuel Hood, 
with a force totally inadequate, 
fe oppofe De Grafle at the Che- 
fapeak, opened the way, and led 
direCtly to, that fatal cataftrophe, 
which foon fucceeded in Virginia# 
On the: other fide it has been 
anfwered, that the admirals ftate 
of health rendered his return to 
England a matter of- neceftity. 
But that if no fuch neceftity ex- 
lfted, the expedition to the Che- 
fapeak, or any' other, could not 
have been committed to a braver 
or better officer, than to Sir Sa- 
muel Hood : a man, who the ad- 
miral could not hold himfelf fii* 
perior to in any refpeCt. That, 
although the Cambridge was un- 
doubtedly a prime fhip, and a ca- 
pital failer, yet, that fome part 
of the iron work of her rudder 
had been fo much worn, that its 
repair was indiipenfable before (he 
proceeded upon farther fervice. 
That confidering the great con- 
voy which De Graife had under 
his charge, the feafon of the 
yeair, and the crazy ftate of many 
of his lbips, it was not to be ex- 
pected or fuppofed, but that he 
would have rent the greater part 
of his fleet along with the mer- 
chantmen to France, and it was 
fairly to be prefumed, that he 
would only have retained thofe 
which were in condition to un- 
dergo the American fervice. But 
that independent of that circum- 
ftance. Hood’s force was tanta- 
mount to its purpoles $ and that 
was all a commander in chief liad 
to confider. For if Admiral 
Graves had kept his fquadron en- 
[«J 3 ' tire. 


Digitized by Google 



118] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1781. 

tire, and had met Hood, as was in the fubfequent engagement, and 

expe&ed, at the Chefapeak, they not any defeat on Sir Samuel 

would not only have been in pof- Hood’s fide. It indeed now ap- • 

feflion before De Grades arrival, peared, that no timely notice had 

but they would have encountered been received at New York, ci- , 

him with a diffident force, along ther of De Grade's motions, or 

with great advantages of fitua^ of Hood's deftination to the Che- 

tion. But by his fruitlefs and fapeak. But if the exprefles ,* 

unfortunate cruize before Bof- which Sir George Rodney had 

ton, he not only miffed the proper difpatched for that purpofe, were (' 

time of joining, but his force was taken by the enemy, or otherwise ( 

impaired and weakened by the bad detained, it was no fault on hia 

weather which he met ; fo that it fide ; it was a misfortune to ba t. 

was the lack of the fhips which, regretted; but which could nei-> h 
upon that account, were left be- ther have been abfolutely forefeen, 
hind at New York to repair, that npr prevented if it could. , : 

afforded a fuperiority to De Grade - I 


CHAP. VII. 

t ord Cornwallis's progrefs in Virginia. Pafies the River James , and the 
South Anna. Parties detached tofeour the interior country. Anns and 
j tores dejtroyed. Army falls hack towards the fea. Rear attacked on the 
march to Williamfburg. Aftion previous to puffing the River James. 
Lord Cornwallis fortifies the ptfis of York Town , and Glouccfier Point . 
Tranfattions on the fide of New York. Junttian of the American army 
under Gen. Wajhington , and the French forces under the Count de Ro- 
chamheau , on the White Plains. Appearances of an attack on New 
York , Staten IJland, and Sandy Hook. Combined army fuddcnly march 
to the Delaware, which they pafs at Trenton, and continuing their 
courfe through Philadelphia, arrived at the head of Elk. Expedition, 
under the conduit of ' Gen. Arnold, to New London. Dcfperate defence 
made at Fort Grijwold, which is taken by form, with confiderabk lofs. 
New London burnt. Great Iqfsfufiaincd by the Americans, in the de- 
Jtruciion of naval fores and merchandize. Sir Samuel Hood amices off 
the Chefapeak; and not meeting the fquadron from New York, proceeds 
to Sandy Hook. M. de Parras fails from PJiode IJland to join the Count 
de Graffe. Admiral Graves departs from New York. M. de Graffe 
arrives from the W efi Indies inJhe Chefapeak. Engagement between the. 
Britijh and French fleets. Lord Cornwallis s army clojely blocked up on 
the fide of the Chefapeak. The combined army are conveyed by water 
from Baltimore, and join the Marquis de la Fayette s forces at Wil- 
Hamfbyrg. Pofts at York and Gkucefter clojely invefted. Siege regu- 
larly formed , and trenches opened by the enemy. Rejblution of a count'd 
of war at New York, to vfc every exertion of the feet and army for the 
fuccour of the forces in Virginia. Unavoidable delay in refitting the 
feet. Sir Henry Clinton embarks * with 7000 land forces, on board the- 
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men of war. Defences of York Town ruined, and the batteries fdsneed, 
by thefuperior weight of ' the enemy's artillery. Take two redoubts, and 
complete their fccond parallel. Succefsfnlfahy. The pojl being no longer 
\ tenable , Lord Cornwallis attempts to pafs the troops over to Glouceflcr 

1 Point in the night , but the defign is frujl rated by afudden Jiorm. H' in 
obliged to enter into a capitulation with Gen. IVajhington. Conditions . 
The Brit if h feet and army arrive off the Chef apeak, Jive days after the 
Surrender. * 


W E are now to purfue the 
courle of events and ac- 
, tion, from the Welt Indies to the 
1 eoafts of North America. Lord 
Cornwallis, upon taking the com- 
i mand in Virginia, found the ene- 
my in no condition to oppofe him 
with any degree of effe6t j and the 
people being at mercy in that\ppcn 
ountry, numbers came in daily, 
t both to his own immediate army, 
and to the corps which he placed 
under the condu6t of Gen. Leflie 
at Portfmouth, in order to give in 
; their paroles, and to receive pro- 
h te&ions. He firft advanced from 
' Peterfburgh, on the Appomatox, 
fc . to the River James, which he 
parted at Weftover, and thence 
marching through Hanover coun- 
* ty, eroded the South Anna, or 
i Pamonky River $ the Marquis de 
h la Fayette conftantly following his 
* motions, but at a guarded diftance, 
in every part of his progrefs. 

From the South Anna, he dif- 
pafehed the Colonels Tarleton and 
Simcoe, with feparate detach- 
ments, to fcour the interior coun- 
try. As they penetrated into the 
inmoft recelfes, which had hi- 
therto been free from fpoil, they 
were enabled to do great mifehief 
to the Americans. Befides de- 
ftroying feveral thoufand Hand of 
arms which were under repair, 
with large quantities of gun- 
powder, fait, hamefs, and other 
matters, which were either de- 


figned for, or capable of being 
applied to military fervices, they 
were very near falling upon the 
Baron de Steuben, who with 800 
men was ported at a place called 
the Point of Fork j and who with 
difficulty laved his rear from being 
cut off. 

Upon the return of thefe de- 
tachments, Lord Cornwallis fell 
back with the army to Richmond, 
on the River James ; and after- 
wards, moving ftill nearer to the 
fea, parted the Chickahominy, and 
towards the latter end of June ar- 
rived at Williamfburg, the capital 
of Virginia, which lies fomelhing 
about mid-way between the great 
rivers of York and James. In the 
courfe of the march, befides ar- 
ticles fimilar to thofe which we 
have already fpecified, above 2000 
hogffieads of tobacco, with dome 
bral’s, and a great number of iron 
ordnance, were dertroyed j and a 
few of the molt valuable of the 
former, with a quantity ,of Ihot 
and (hells, brought off. On their 
approach to Williamlburg, Sim- 
coe ’s corps, which brought up the 
rear, were purrtied, and warmly 
attacked by a fuperior force of the 
enemy ; but after a britk action, 
the artailants wefe repul fed ; each 
fide boafting the greater lois ful- 
tained by the other, as well a* the 
fuperiority of it9 force. 

The Marouis d la Fayette be- 
in# now rtrongly reinforced by the 
\H] 4 arrival 
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arrival of General Waype, with 
the Penfylyania fuccours, and Hill 
farther* by the jun&iqn of the "Ba- 
ton de Steuben's troops, as well as 
©f fuch. militia as Virginia herfelf 
was bty this time able to arm and 
ffiemble, the enemy were become 
fo jfcwerful, as to retrain all di- 
ftant operations on the Britifh fide, 
acd even t6 render the colk&ive 
movements of the army a matter 
of guarded caution. Lord Corn- 
wallis was now likewife to look 
the ultimate obje& of the cam- 
paign, which was the eftablifh- 
xnent of a ftrong poft and place of 
arms, that by embracing, fome 
good harbour, or commanding one 
of the .great navigable rivers, 
(hould eqiially facilitate the fu- 
ture operations by fea and land. 
We have formerly feen, that in 
one of the earlieft expeditions to 
the Chefapeak, Portfmouth had 
been ftrongly recommended, and 
unwillingly quitted by the com- 
manders then on that fervice, as a 
poll eminently calculated for main- 
taining by land a kind of warfare, 
at once defenfive on their part, and 
extremely diftreffmg to the pro- 
vince, and at the fame time for 
affording fuch a ftation to the Bri- 
tifh fleets and cruisers, as would 
render them entirely matters of 
that great bay. A meafure which, 
$t was expe&ed, would annihilate 
>ts foreign and domett jc com- 
merce, in a great meafure cut off 
the communication between the. 
furrounding provinces, and lay 
them open to continual defeent 
and invafioq, in their mott un- 
guarded parts.; All ideas at that 
time, of the utility of fpeh a poft, 
were indeed .founded on the conr 
fidence ; of a. CQnftapt naval fupe- 
sjprity for its prote£tiop, as wed 


a# of its being defen fible by a mo* 
derate force on the land fide. 

This meafure of eftablifhing a 
permanent poft, in a good fitua- 
tion for naval enterprize, in Vir* 
ginia, had for fome time become 
a t very favourite object with the 
minitters at home 5 and > teems, 
from thence, to have been at length 
adopted by Sir Henry Clinton. 
It is however to be oblerved, that 
the victory at Guildford, Gen. 
Arnold’S' uninterrupted progrefs, 
together with the reinforcements 
which had, this year, been feat 
from Europe to New York, had 
excited a full expeSation at home, 
that the prefent campaign would 
have been decifive with refpeA to 
the fubjugation of the more foutfir 
ern colonies. It was accordingly 
urged, that the war in Virginia 
fhould be profecuted with eveiy 
pollible degree of exertion, as 
well for the purpofe of fecuring 
the Carol inas, as with a view to 
. the intrinfic value and importance 
of that province. 

It does not feem, that the com* 
mander in chief in New York, 
and Lord Cornwallis, entirely co- 
incided in opinion, with refpeflt 
to, the mode of condu&ing the 
war in Virginia. The former, 
under an expectation of being 
himfelf attacked by the combined 
forces of America and France, 
wifhed to recall a confiderable part 
of the tropps for the fecurity of 
New York, and only to leave iuefc 
a number ©n that fervice, as would 
be neceflary for the maintenance 
of fuch a poft as we have men* 
tioped. On the other hand. Lord 
Cornwallis, who formed his judg- 
ment on the fpot, feems to have 
been of opinion, that nothing W* 
than an offcuftve war, could an* 
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fwcr any effectual purpofe in Vir- 
ginia; and that a condderabk 
army would be necelfary for that 
tad; as an infutficient force, how- 
ever fuccefsful in the beginning, 
would, in his judgment, at length 
be overborne. He likewife held, 
that the reduction of that province 
Vas effential, both to the i’ubju- 
gation, and the retention of the 
Carol inas. ' But as his whole force, 
without any reduction, was utterly 
unequal to that purpofe, and that 
he likewife leeras to have placed 
Bt> gredt truft in the advantages to 
be derived from the cftablifhment 
of the pro poled pjfi, it hecame 
evident that he felt his fituation 
very unejtV and difagreeable, not 
only with regard to the difficulties 
wht.-h he forefaw in the fervice, 
but with refpeCt to the weight 
•f re ft n>n ability to which he would 
be liable. 

He therefore wifhed much to 
return to his command in South 
Carolina, where the illnels of 
Lord Rawdon rendered his pre- 
fence highly necellary. This, 
however, could not, be complied 
with 5 the commander in chief 
probably thinking it too hazardous 
to quit New York himfelf in the 
prelent (late of, affairs, and per- 
haps judging, that . the fcrvice 
in Virginia would require all 
.the abilities of the prefent com- 
mander. 

Upon a perfonal examination 
of Portsmouth, with a view to the 
intended poll, Lord Cornwallis 
found it totally incompetent to the 
purpofe ; for betides the tituation 
king exceedingly unhealthy, and 
that it would require little lels 
than an army for its defence, it 
Was incapable of receiving (hips 
pf the line, vhofe protection, if 
ftCCefiary, and a fecure Ration at 


all times* were the principal ob* 
jedls of the detign. Point Com- 
fort, which had likewife been pro- 
pofed, was found no lefs incapable 
or defective ; and the polls of 
York Town, on the river of the 
fame name, with Gloucefter Point, 
on the oppotite tide, afforded th« 
only remaining choice. Thefe, 
however, required the whole force 
which Lord Cornwallis poifefled 
to render them effective ; and Sir 
Henry Clinton, upon that infor- 
mation, at length relinquished the 
detign of recalling any part of thf 
troops. The uncertainty, how- 
ever, upon this point, feems to 
have contidcrably delayed the con- 
ftrudlion of the works for the de- 
fence of thofc polls. 

The hot and tirkly feafon, which 
was now for a time to reltrain all 
military operations on both tides, 
occationed Lord Cornwallis’ s de- 
parture from Williamiburgh, with 
a view of palfmg the River James, 
in order to examine the tituatioa 
of Portlmouth, Hampton, and 
thole other places on that fids 
which had been held out as ca- 
pable of being converted in‘o th* 
intended torn fieri poll. The ar- 
my, upon this movement, having 
encamped in an oj>en field near 
James Town, but under the cover 
of their (hipping, preparatory to 
their patting the river, the Ame- 
rican commanders were now grown 
lo confident, that the Marquis de 
la Fayette immediately puilied 
forward the Generals Wayne and 
Muhlenburg, with the light troops 
and van, while he followed him- 
lelf with the remainder of the 
army, in order to take fome ad- 
• vantage of their fituation, or to 
interrupt their detign. 

I<ord Cornwallis re- T . 
cewed intelligence that J 

the 
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the enemy were approaching about 
fioony and about four o’clock, 
♦hey attacked his outpofts, in con- 
(iderable force, and with no fmal! 
warmth. As he was periuaded 
that they would not venture a fe- 
Hous attack, excepting under the 
impreflTon that only a rear guard 
were left on that fide of the river, 
he accordingly ufed all means that 
might encourage that opinion, of 
* his weaknefs. The Uratagem 
feems to have taken, for about 
fun-fet, a body % of troops, with 
artillery, began to form in his 
front ; upon which he immediate- 
ly ordered the army to advance in 
two lines upon the enemy. The 
attack was begun with great fpirit 
by the firft line ; and there being 
nothing but militia oppofed to the 
light infantry on the right, the 
aSion foon over on that fide. 
But Col. Dundas’s brigade on the 
left, ronfifling of the 43d, 76th, 
and 80th regiments, meeting the 
Penfylyania line, with a detach-' 
ment of de la Fayette’s continen- 
tals, and two fix-pounders, under 
the conduct of General Wayne, a 
fhort, but very warm a&ion en- 
tiled ; in which, however, the 
Americans were repulfed, and ob- 
liged to abandon their cannon. 
The dark nets prevented any pur- 
fuit, and the Rritifh army pafled 
the river imthe night. 

The Americans reprefent the 
ardour of their troops to be fo 
high that it could not be retrained 
by their commanders. This cir- 
cumftance, while it flattered na- 
tional vanity, ferved afiother pur- 
pofe. It alone could juftify coming 
to a clofe engagement with fucn 
a dilparity of force. They bite- 
wife, to remove the impreffion of 
the repulfe they had received, at- 
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tributed the hafty paffage of the 
river in the night, to the dread 
entertained of their united force; 
the reft of the army, they faj^ 
being coming up with the utmoil 
expedition to fupport the van, 
and on the next day to renew the 
action. De la Fayette gives great 
praife to the American command* 
erg, as well as to the officers and 
troops in general which Were en- 
gaged- 

The Britifh general, finding no 
place, upon examination, on the 
fouth fide of the river, which 
could anfwer the purpofe propofefl 
by a permanent poft, and having 
received Sir Henry Clinton’s con- 
fent for retaining his whole force; 
on the grounds which we have al- 
ready feen, returned with the ar- 
my, in Augufl, to that peninfufe 
which lies between the great rivers 
of James and York, and compofes 
one of the richeft and moft beau- 
tiful parts of Virginia. York 
Town lies on the river of that 
name, on the narrowefl part of 
the peninfula, where it is about 
five miles over 5 Gloucefter Point 
is on the north, and oppofite fide j 
and proje&s fo far into the river; 
that the diftance between both 
is not much above a mile. They 
entirely command the navigation 
of the river, which is fo deep at 
this place, as to admit fhips of 
great fize and burthen. Lord 
Cornwallis applied with the ut- 
moft diligence and induftry to for- 
tify thefe pofts, and to render them 
equally refpeftable by land, and to 
the water; his force amounting, in 
the whole, to fomething about 
yocp excellent troops. 

During thefe tranfa6Hons,Wafh- 
ington was playing a game of great 
addrefs on the fide of New York. , 

The 
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The marauding parties from that 
city and its dependencies, had 
long been exceedingly diligent and 
fuccefsful in intercepting the Ame- 
rican pofts and difpatches, by 
which means fome ufeful know- 
ledge was undoubtedly obtained, 
with refpeft to their internal af- 
fairs, as many of thefe letters 
we« written by their principal 
commanders, by men in high 
office, and officers of all ranks in 
the army. Thefe were publifhed 
with great parade and triumph in 
the New York and Britilh public 
papers, as proofs of the poverty, 
wcaknefs, and difunion, which 
prevailed among the Americans; 
and if the originals did not go all 
the lengths that were wiffied, it 
was even fuppofed that a little 
was fometimes added, to fill up the 
meafure. It will be eafily fup- 
pofed, that nothing could be more 
diftretling to individuals, and per- 
haps in lome inftances prejudicial, 
that this open expofure of their 
moft confidential communications, 
upon ftate and government affairs. 
The publication of their own pri- 
vate affairs and family fecrets, 
would have been alone fufficiently 
grievous. 

It would feem, although defli- 
tute of any pofitive proof, that 
thefe mortifications fuggefted to 
General Wafhington the idea of 
turning the tables on the Britifh 
commanders ; and deriving pub- 
lic advantage from this fource of 
public and private vexation and 
prejudice. He wrote letters to 
the fouthem commanders and 
others, informing them of his 
total inability to extricate or re- 
lieve Virginia, by any other pof- 
fible means, than by a direct at- 
tek, 'in concert with, the French 
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troops, upon Ne w York.. He 
held out the difficulties of this 
enterprise, and fhewed his doubts 
of its fuccefs j but leemed to 
adopt it merely from the neceffity 
of the meafure, and as the hit 
refort for the prefervation of 
Virginia. He Iikcivile dated, that 
in the late conference which he 
had held with the Count de Ro- 
chambeau, it was abfolutely de- 
termined upon ; and that it had 
fince received a farther confirma- 
tion, from the approbation of the 
defign which had been communi- 
cated by the French naval com- 
mander, who had not been prefent 
at the conference. 

If any thing cpuld raife a fuf- 
picion of the integrity of thefe 
letters, it was their being more 
clear, full, and explicit, than 
feemed abfolutely neceffary, and 
their containing matters of a more 
nice and delicate nature, than it 
might be fuppofed fo* prudent and 
cautious a commander, would 
have trufted to a conveyance 
which experience had already 
(hewn to be extremely hazardous. 
Thefe letters were intercepted, as 
were others of the fame, nature, 
and which it is now evident were 
calculated for the fame purpofc, 
from the French commanders to 
the French refident at Philadel- 
phia. 

It will not be fuppofed but that 
thefe letters, with the farther con- 
firmation which they received from 
the fubfequent movements and pre- 
parations made by the French and 
American armies, muft have great- 
ly influenced the con drift of the 
commander in chief at New York; 
particularly with refpeft to his de- 
fire of recall! ng a confiderable part 
of the troops from Virginia; as 
likewife 
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likewife in preventing his forming 
any lufpicion of the real defigns of 
the enemy. 

The French forces under the 
Count de Ro'hambeau, being on 
their way from Rhode Ifland, Gen. 
Wafhington, in the beginning.of 
July, broke up his camp at New 
Windfor, and pafl'cd the North 
River to meet them. Their junc- 
tion took -place at the White 
Plains, on the eaftem, or New 
England fide of the river ; and 
to carry on the deception in view, 
the combined armies encamped 
at Philipfburg, in a fituation to 
overawe King’s-B ridge and the 
adjoining polls, and even to alarm 
the ifland of New York. In the 
remainder of that month, and 
during the greater part of the 
following, they continued to beat 
up, and alarm, the Britilh out- 
pofts, on all fides. A body of 
300a French and Americans took 
poll near King’s-Bridge in the 
night, where they continued for 
48 hours, with every demonftra- 
|ion of an intended attack. 

In the mean time the two com- 
manders, accompanied by the 
principal officers ©f both armies, 
and attended by the engineers, 
reconnoitred the ifland of New 
York clofely on both fides from 
„ the oppofite fhores ; and to render 
appearances the more ferious, took 
plans of all the works under the 
fire of their batteries. Whilft a 
report of the expected daily ar- 
rival of the Count de Grade was 
feduloufly propagated ; and to 
- give it full confirmation, when 
they had received advices from 
that commander of the time, at 
Which he hoped to arrive at the 
Chefapeak, the French troops ad- 
vanced towards Sandy Hook, aud 


the coafts oppofite Staten Ifland, 
with an apparent view of fc- 
conding the operations of the fleet, 
in forcing the one, and feizing 
upon the other. This deception 
was carried fo far, as to the efta- 
blilhment of a bakery near the 
mouth of the Rariton, and juft 
within the Hook. 

After thefe deceptions, had been 
fuccefsfully pra6tifed, and New 
York with its dependencies kept in 
a continued ftate of alarm for about 
fix weeks, Wafhing- A , u 
ton fuddenly palled u ^* ^ ' 
the Croton, and foon afterwards 
the North River; when he took 
fuch a pofition, as feemed dill to 
indicate that Staten Ifland was 
the immediate object. The cur* 
tain was now, however, to be 
drawn up, and every thing being 
in readinefs, the combined army 
marched dire&ly acrofs the Jerfics 
for Trenton upon the Delaware; 
this movement being confidered at 
New York only as a feint, until 
they had already pafled that liter. 
It does not however appear, that 
the force at New York was fuffi- 
cient to enable Sir Henry ClintontO 
interrupt their march with any con- 
fiderable effect ; at leaft, without 
perhaps rifking too much. The al- 
lied armies marched through Phi- 
ladelphia on the 3d and 4th of 
September ; where fuch court efiet 
as might be expe&ed, were, ex* 
changed between the French com- 
manders and the Congrefs. Front 
thence they marched to the head 
of the river Elk, at the bottom 
of the Chefapeak. There they 
found all the tranfports and craft 
that could be collected, in readinefs 
to facilitate their progrefs to Vir- 
ginia ; but thefe could be in no 
degree adequate to the pnrpofe, 

after 
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after the continued deHruftion and from the opportunity which 
which the American commerce m the fort afforded to the enemy’s 
that bay had fo long undergone. (hips of efcaping up the river, had 
As fome confolation for the im- directed Colonel Eyre to attack 
minent danger which threatened the fort direftly, and carry it tw 
the Britifh power in Virginia, and a coup de main. But upon bis 
fome return for the deceptions fo obtaining a good view of it in 
foocefsfafly praftifed by the ene- the neighbourhood of New Lon- 
jiijr, their departure from the con- don, he immediately perceived 
fines of New York was fpeedily the deception, and that the fort 
followed by a fuccefsfal expedi- was in a much more formidable 
tion to ConUefticut, which was at- ftate than it had been reprefented ; 
tended with no fmall lofs and ruin' upon which he difpatched an otfi- 
to the Americans. The trading cer to countermand the orders for 
town of New London, on the Ri- an attack. 

ter Thames, was the obj eft of this The officer was too late, and 
enterprize ; and its conduft, with the attack already commenced, 
a Efficient land and marine force. The fort was indeed formidable, 
was committed to General Arnold, the defence anfwerable, and it re- 
who was himfelf a native of that quired all the valour and impe- 
jfbvince. tuofity of the two brave regimenal 

The embarkation having palled which were engaged, to furmount 
m-from the Long Ifland fhore the difficulties and dangers of the 
it the night, the troops were land- encounter. The attack, notwith- 
W Ath cdb 1 two detachments, Handing the little time for ob- 
***• mh ' on each fide of the har- fervation or counfel, was very j u - 
henr, in the morning ; that on dicioufly condufted. The work 
ti^Qrotett fide being command- was a fquare, with flanks ; and 
eflby Lieutenant-Col. Eyre, and the troops advancing on three fide* 
(hat on the New London fide at once, fucceeded in making a 
by the General. Mr. Arnold met lodgment in the ditch ; they then, 
with, no great trouble on his fide ; under the cover of a very heavy 
toft Trumbull, atid a redoubt, And conftant fire upon the works, 
which were intended to cover the effefted a fecond lodgment upon 
fcatbour and town, being taken the fraizing, which was a work 
Ipithout much difficulty or lofs, of the greateft difficulty, as befides 
tod the place in itfelf being en- the cbffinacy of the defence, the 
tfreiy defencelefs. height was fo confiderable, that. 

wit affairs on the other fide the foldiers could only afeend 
Were more ferioUs. Fort Grif r by mutual help from each other# 
m which the eager and en- Ihoulders, and thofe who firft af- 
coiiraging zeal of the loyalifts had cended, had Hill to fijence a nine- 
ftgietented as very incomplete in pounder, which enfiladed the very 
its works, and deHitute of any lpot on which they Hood. The 
thing like a garrifon, was on the tooops at length made their way 
contrary found to be very Hrong, good with fixed bayonets through 
tod oo lefs well defended. The the embrafures, notwith Handing 
general, under the impreffion of the fierce defence made by the 
the information he had received,, garrifon, who now, changing their 

weapons. 
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weapons, fought delperately hand 
to hand with long fpears. 

The 40th and 54th regiments, 
purchafed the honour, great as it 
was, which they gained in (torm- 
ing this plaee. Colonel Eyre was 
wounded in the attack, and the 
command taken by Major Mont- 
gomery, who being killed with a 
(pear, as he gallantly entered the 
works, was (uqceeded by Major 
Bromfield, who had the fortune 
of completing the redu&ion of the 
fort. Two commillioned officers, 
and 46 men, were killed on the 
fpot, befides eight miffing, whofe 
fate may fcarcely be contidered as 
doubtful ; eight commiffioned of- 
ficers, fome of whom died, with 
135 non-com miffioncd and pri- 
vates, were wounded. The lofs of 
the garrifon was proportioned to 
the obftinacy of their defence. 
Col. Ladyard, the commander, 
with molt of his officers, and 85 
private men, lay dead in the fort} 
of 60 who were difabled, much 
the greater part were mortally 
wounded 5 about Jo were made 
prifoners. 

The taking of Fort Grifwold, 
did not prevent 16 of the Ame- 
rican (hips from making their ef- 
cape up the river $ about a dozen 
Others were burnt. The .lofs 
which the Americans fuftained in 
the de(lru£tion of this place was 
prodigious. The quantities of 
naval (lores, of European manu- 
fa£tures, of Eaft-India, and of 
Well-In dia commodities, are re- 
prefented to have been io im- 
menfe, as almolt to exceed belief. 
Every thing, on the town fide qf 
the river, was t dellroyed by fire. 
Nothing was carried off, except- 
ing fuch fmall articles of fpoil as 
afforded no trouble in the convey- 
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ance. The burning of the town/ 
was faid to be contrary to intention 
and orders, and was attributed to 
the great quantity of gun-powder 
lodged in the llore-houfes. The 
bufinels was fo hatlily conducted, 
that the barracks and a confider- 
able magazine of gun -powder at 
Fort Grifwold, efcaped that de- 
llrudlion which involved every 
thing on the other fide of the nr 
ver. This is not accounted for, 
but mull undoubtedly have pro- 
ceeded from a knowledge of lome 
movements making by the enemy f ‘ 
in the adjoining country. 

• In the mean time. Sir Samuel 
Hood had arrived from the Weft . 
Indies off the Chefapeak, on the ' 
25th of Augull, with 14 fail tf 
the line, fome frigates, and a fire- 
(hip, where he expe&ed to have 
met Admiral Graves with the , 
fquadron from New York ; but 
being difappointed, he firtl dif- ; 
patched a frigate with intelligence ' 
of his arrival to that commander, ; 
and afterwards followed hiiuftSi ■ , 
with, the fquadron, to Sandy ' 
Hook, where he arrived on the- 
28th of the month. We have 
already feen, that through fome 
misfortune. Sir George Rodney!* \ 
difpatches had not arrived in time 4 
at New York, to give any infomjr ■ J 
ation of Sir Samuel Hood’s deftb .| 
nation to the Chefapeak, which* 1 
independent of any other cau&, * 
muff have frullrated the defign of | 
a jun£lion off that bay ; and ^ 
have likewife feen, that Mr. J 
Grave’s fquadron had received jo j 
much damage by bad weather in . i 
a cruize off Bofton, as rendered j 
fome of the (hips incapable of pre- 
fent fervice. . ( 1 

On the very day of Sir Samuel 
Hood’s arrival at r Sandy Hoot, 
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tie commanders at New York re- Grade ; as he took a wide circui* 
ceived intelligence, that M. de tous courfe by the Bermuda 
Barras, who fucceeded Ter nay in the I Hands, from the apprehenfion of 
comraandat Rhode liland, had fail- being intercepted by the Eritifh 
ed three days before with his fqua- fleet. This caution, which Would 
dron to the louthward. The hope have been otherwife commendable, 
of intercepting this fquadron before was in the prefent inftance abfo* 
it could join De Gralle, would un- lutely necefl'ary ; as that officer 
doubtediy have been an additional had in his care ten tranfports, 
fpur, if fuch had been wanted, which conveyed from Rhode Ifland 
to- Admiral Graves’s diligence, in the heavy ordnance and other ma- 
gekting fnch Chips as were in readi- terials indifpenlably necefl'ary for 
nefs, with the utmoll expedition’- the flege of York Town ; and upon 
over the bar. It was, however, the which the w hole hope and fortune 
31ft before this could be done, when of the enterprise depended, 
bringing rive fhips of the line, and a Upon the Count de GrafleV 
fifty, with him from New York, he- arrival in the Chefapeak, after* 
took the command of the fleet, and blocking up York River, he took 
proceeded to the louthward. poiieifion of the River James, ' 

All the prefent operations of which he occupied with his armed 
the combined enemy, were the re* veifels and cruizers to a confider- 
fab of 2 long concerted and well able diftaflee, as well to prevent 
digefted plan ; but there happen- any attempt which Lord Corn- 
ed an extraordinary coincidence in wallis might make of retreating 
their feveral movements by fea and to the Carolinas, as to cover the 
hnd, which did not come within boats of the fleet, which were to. 
thereachof calculation. We have convey the Marquis de St. Simon, 
already leen that M. de Barras , with 3300 land forces from the 
had failed from Rhode Illand on Welt Indies, 18 leagues up the 
the 25th of Augult ; in three days river, to form a junction with the 
after, on the 28th, De Gratfe ar- Marquis de la Fayette, 
ihred with his fleet from the Well Admiral Graves re- 
Indies at the Chefapeak $ and ceived no intelligence 
within an hour after the French of the French Beet, nor they of 
and American armies had reached his approach, until they were dif- 
the head of Elk, they received an covered betimes in the morning; 
«aprefs from that commander, with lying at anchor, to the number of 
the welcome account of his arrival 24 fail of the line, oil' Lynnhaven 
and fit nation. This will appear Ray, being juft within Cape Hen- 
the more remarkable, if we con- ry, and confequently the mouth 
fider the original diftance of the of the Chefapeak. The enemy, . 
parties, as Well from the feene of who were evidently thrown into 
a&ioa as from each other, and fome diforder at the unexpected 
the various accidents, difficulties, appearance of the Britilh fleet, 
and delays, to which they were immediately Hipped their cables, 
all liable. M. de Barras did not, and turning out from the anchor* 
however, arrive in the Chefapeak, age ground, M. de Gralle threw 
for Qear a fortnight after De out a fignal for the ftiips leverailfc 

to 
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to form, the line as they could 
Come up, without any regard to 
their particular or fpecified fia- 
tkms 

The Bfitifh fleet amounted only* 
to nineteen fail of the line, fo 
that tbe enemy had a fuperiority, 
in fo moderate a number, of five 
line of battle thtps. Through the 
delays occafiontrd by the various 
manoeuvres on both fides, the ac- 
tion did not commence till four 
•’clock ; and then was entirely 
partial, only the van, and a part 
of the Bntifh center, being able 
to come near enough to engage 
with efte£fc. It was evident that 
M. de GrafTe did not with a clofe 
t&ion. He wanted to gain his 
point in keeping poifedion of the 
Ghefapeak, and to fave his flops, 
for that and all its correfpondent 
purpofes, as much as podible. 
Hie allfence of i ^oo of his lea- 
men, who were then employed in 
conveying M. de St. Simon’s 
troops up the River James, con-> 
forced him in this dilpofition. 
Admiral Drake, wiib the rear di- 
vifion, which, in conicquence of 
the laft tack, was now become the 
van of the Britifh licet, treated 
the French van fo roughly, that 
to avoid being entirely ruined, 
they were obliged to bear away, 
while M. de Grade, with the cen- 
ter, edged up, but itudiouQy 
keeping a conuderabie ditlance, in 
order to cover their retreat. Thus 
the weight of the a&ion fell prin- 
cipally upon the Briiith van,, the 
center coming in for a more mode- 
rate fhare, and leven lail of the 
line never being able to get within 
a proper gun lhot dntance .of the 
enemy. From t hide circu muances. 
Admiral Drake’s .divilion GOoki not 
hot fuder fever ely. 
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The neamefs of the fhorm, wk% 
the danger of tbe great (hoal call* 
od the middle ground, probably I 
operated, along with the approach* ! 
ing night, at lead upon the Br»* \ 
tiih commanders, in putting ait j 
end to the engagement about fito* 1 
fet. The (lain aboard the Britiik j 
fleet amounted to 90, and thfc 
wounded to 230* Ihe Shrewfl* 
bury and Intrepid bore more tha^ ^ 
a proportional fhare of thi$ loft* ^ 
Capt. Robinfon of the former 
a leg, and Captain Molloy of tin | 
Intrepid gained great honour, hf 
the gallantry with which he fue* 1 
corned and Covered the Shrewf* 
bury, when overborne and for# ■ 
rounded by the enemy* 

Amiral Graces ufed all 
fures to keep up the line dum| 
the night, with a full dttermiii# 4 
tion of renewing the action in , 
morning. Rut he difeovered tbot * 
fevcral (hips of the van, and dll 
Montague of the center, had fob ■ 
fered fo much in their malls, that l 
they were in no condition for it* 
newing the action until tbcywef* j 
fecured. The Terrible was fo 
leaky, as to keep all her pmnpi 1 
going, and the Aiax,. which bad 
like wife long partaken of thi&Oi 
incident to the Weft-Indiajt'dt* i 
mate and navigation, .was in littlt j 
better condition. Thefe circus*- ] 
ftances, in the prelent. Rate ef 
things, were evils \ybich couW 
only he lamented and endured*; 

The holtile fleets continued. for 
five fuccefiive days, partly repaid 
ing their damages, and . partly 
manoeuvring, in fight o £ 
other. The French generally 
maintained the wind, .and co^fo* 
queinly had it frequently in their 
power to engage the BiittfbffolV 
which iheyj however, dedinfA 
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notwithftanding their fuperiority. 
M. de Grafle’s obje6t, befides ie- 
curing the Chefapeak, was to co- 
ver the arrival of M. de Barras, 
with the fquadron and convoy 
fc>m Rhode Kland. That point 
being gained , (which was in fa6t 
lifting the doom of Lord Corn- 
wauia’s army), the French fleet re- 
tained tq the Chefapeak, where 

S ‘ anchored in fuch a manner, 
yftihin Cape Henry, and from 
t^nce to the middle ground, as 
erffirely to block up the paifage. 
ft 'happened unluckily, that the 
twh Britifli frigates, the Rich- 
. moqd' and Iris, which had been 
ftrif to cut away the French buoys 
at the anchorage ground, were 
f this occafion intercepted and 
l. In the mean time, a frefh 
*and a head fea, had fo much 
the damage and danger 
„ e' Terrible, that a council of 
’ wir found it neceflary to evacuate, 
theh burn her. After which 
( it'sris determined to fetum to 
NewYork, in order to refit the 
with the utmoft expedition 5 
, WftBrt the fleet accordingly arriv- 
ed the 20th of September. 

aftion, like molt other of 
the'iftval engagements which we 
1 havelien in this war, underwent 
J rt* fiHlhare of criticifm and cen- 
! fare. -. 

We have feen that the combined 
French and American army had ar- 
rived at the head of the Elk, where 
; thfejf were too fcantily fupplied with 
ffgpjmig for their paflage down 
tSPitoy. * The light troops of 
hw armies were thofe only which 
coj® he embarked, and the com- 
. pbment of this eafy mode of con- 
, *®J&nce feemed to be priricipat- 
1 ¥ jpajd to the ftrangcrs, while 
Wafcington, with the bulk of 
Voi. XXIV. 


both armies, purfued their march 
to Baltimore and Annapolis in 
Maryland. But the French be- 
coming now entirely mailers of 
the bay, the tranfports brought 
by Barras, with the frigates and 
light veflels of the fleet, were all 
difpatched to convey the army 
from Annapolis, which accord- 
ingly arrived atr Williamfburg be- 
fore the end of the month ; Walh- 
ington, with fome of the principal 
commanders, having already, by 
travelling poft, joined 1 De la 
Fayette. 

Thus was the brave but ill-fated 
army under Lord Cornwallis by 
degrees enclofed and furrounded, 
being (hut up by a prodigious na- 
val forde on the one fide, and an 
artny of above 8000 French, of 
about as many continental troops, 
and 5000 militia, on the others ; 
and with no other cover than re- 
cent earthen works, hallily thrown 
up, to oppofe fo great a force, aid- 
ed by a powerful train of heavy 
artillery. The French troops 
employed upon this fervice, whe- 
ther confidered with refpeft to 
officers or private men, feemed to 
be picked out and chofen as the 
flower of their armies. 

In the three lalt days of Septem- 
ber, the combined armies clofely 
in veiled Lord Cornwallis in York 
Town 3 the French extending from 
the river above the town to a mo* 
rafs in the center, where they 
were met by the Americans, who 
occupied the oppolite fide from 
the river $0 that fpot. It was 
remarkable that Walhington in 
his general orders flrongly recom- 
mended to the Americans, and 
even charged them, to ufe and 
depend upon the bayonet, as their 
belt and moll elfential weapon, in 
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cafe they fhould be encountered 
on the march from Williamlburg ; 
alluring them, that they would 
thereby effectually cure the vanity 
of the Britilh troops, who attri- 
buted to themfelves fo decided a 
fuperiority in that fort of clofe 
and trying combat. Nor did he 
omit any means to excite that ho- 
nourable emulation between the 
allied troops, which appeared fo 
confpicuoully in the fubfequent 
operations. 

The Britilh General found it 
necelfary to contraCt 7 his polls and 
defences, which having been ex- 
tended for the purpofe of com- 
manding the Peninlula, were, in 
the prefen t circumllances, too re- 
mote and expol’ed to be main- 
tained. They were of courfe feized 
by the enemy as they were aban- 
doned. The poll at Gloucefter 
Point, on the oppofite fide of the 
river, which was occupied by 
Tarleton, with the cavalry and 
fome infantry, amounting to about 
600 men, was at the lame time 
clofely invetted by the Duke de 
Lauzun with his legion, and a 
body of Virginia militia under 
General Wiedemj but the aCtive 
operations on that fide went no 
farther than a warm Ikirmilh 
on the firlt day in driving in the 
out- ports. 

The trenches were opened by 
both armies in the night between 
the 6th and 7th of October ; their 
attacks were carried on with great 
vigour; and their* batteries were 
covered with little lels than an 
hundred pieces of heavy ordnance. 
The new loofe works would have 
been little capable of withftand- 
ingTuch a weight of lire, if they 
had even been completed; but 
they were fo far from that ftate. 
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that the Britilh troops were not 
lefs employed in their conftruftion 
under the fire of the enemy, than 
they were in their defence. In a 
few days, moll of their guns.were 
accordingly filenced, their de- 
fences in many places ruined, and 
the enemy’s Ihells reached even 
the {hips in the harbour, where 
the Charon of 44 guns with l'ome 
of the tranlports were burnt. 

The Britilh fleet, on its return 
to New York, was joined by the 
Prudent man of war, withfeveral 
frigates from the Weft Indies; and 
in a few days after its arrival, was 
farther reinforced by Rear-admi- 
ral Digby, with three .(hips of the 
line from England.; but the junc- 
tion of the Rhode Illaqd fquadron, 
had given fo decided a fuperiority 
to 3 VI. de Grafl'e, that nothing lels 
than the moll defperate circum- 
llances, or that almoll irrelirtible 
motive which aClually fublifted, 
could have juflified any attempt 
towards another eneounter. 

The defire of extricating Lord 
Cornwallis and his army, how- 
ever, prevailed over all confider- 
ations of danger and lofe, and the 
Britilh naval commanders ufedall 
potlible expedition in refitting and 
equipping the Heel at New York. 
This, however, though unavoid- 
ably necelfary, took up more time 
than could have been afforded at 
this junCture. The delay feemed 
indeed to be in fome degree coin- 
pen fated, by the arrival of the 
Prince William and Torbay men 
of war from Jamaica. In the 
mean time a council of war, corn- 
poled of all the flag and general 
officers, being held, it was deter- 
mined that every poffible exertion 
fhould be ul'ed both by the fleet 
and army, to form a junClion with 
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the fi$uadron and army in Virgi- .it, a6 that which he now occupi- 
nia. It was however the 19th of ed. He would otherwife have at- 
Q&ober, before the fl.eet could tempted a retreat, however diffi- 
get clear over the bar 5 Sir Henry cult, or he would even have ha- 
Cfinton, with above 7000 of his zarded an encounter in’ the open 
beft forces, having embarked on Held, and, trulling to the gallan- 
board the (hips of war. The fleet try of his troops, leave the reft to 
now amounted to 25 {hips of the the deciflon of fortune. This hope 
line, two fifties, and eight .fri- was farther confirmed, by a letter 
gates ; and, notwithstanding the from the commander in chief at 
great luperiority of fierce which New York, dated on the 24th of 
the enemy ftill retained, the fpirk. September, which informed him, 
which operated both upon the com- that the relief would fail from- 
®on men and officers was fo high, thence about the 5th of Otloher. 

* that whatever doubts might be Thus circum (lanced. Lord Corn- 
formed with refpect to the final wallis could not think himfelf juf- 
point of fuccels, none could he ^n- tified in abandoning his poft ; and 
Urtained, but that the expe&ed in rilquing the confequences of 
naval action would ftand foremoft, thofe defperate meafures, which 
among the molt obftinate and the mull then of needfity be adopted, 
molt bloody, that had yet been On the other hand, it happened 
kfeown. It was, indeed, a defperate molt unfortunately, that the delay 
eaft, and the fleet and army were which occurred in refitting and 
both flaked upon the fortune of one. equipping the fleet, rendered it im- 
Durkig thefe tranladtions on the poifible tor Sir Henry Clinton to 
fide of New York, the united fulfil his in tent ion* 
amiss which were employed in Two redoubts, which were ad- 
t he fi ege of York Town, fenfible vanced about 300 yards on the 
$f the efforts that would be made Britilh left, had greatly incom- 
for its relief, and unwilling to moded the enemy, and flill con- 
fiake all their hopes on the ilTue of tinned to impede their progrefs. 

* naval engagement, ufed the 11 1- It was determined to attack thefe 
Mpft exertions in the prolecution at the lame time, at dark, on the 
of their works, and (hewed nd lefs evening of the 14th. Tp balance 
flotation in their attacks, than vi- the honour, as well as the duty, 
Wfcity in the fire of their batteries, between both nations, the attack 
Oft the night of the 1 ith of Oc- on one was committed to the Ame- 
fober, they began their fecond ricans, and of the other to the 
parallel within 300 yards of the ' French. Col. Hamilton, Waih- 
worksof the place, being within ington’s aid-de-camp, command-' 
half the diftance of the firft, ed the American detachment $ 
aad carried it on with unremitting which parched to the aflault with 
induftry. unloaded arms $ palled the abbatis 

Nothing lefs than the certain and palifades without waiting to 
hope and expectation of relief, remove 1 them ; and attacking the 
Could have induced Lord Corn- works on all fides at once, carried 
Wallis to attempt the defence of a the redoubt with the utmoft rapi- 
poft, which he deemed fo incapa- dity. Young Laurens gained 
We of refilling the force oppoled to great credit upon this occaflon, 
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and perfonally took the command- works could not (land many hours 
ing officer prifoner. The lofs was after the opening of the batteries 
very moderate on both (ides ; and of the lecond parallel, he did every 
Hamilton, in his report to the thing that was poffible to interrupt 
Marquis de la Fayette, boafts that work, opening new embra- 
(with what juftice will be decided zures for guns, and keeping up a 
for thejnlelves, by thofe who have conftant (ire with all his howitzers 
attended to the tranfa&ions of the and fmall mortars, 
war) that the loldiery under his The troops had been fo much 
command, incapable, as he exprefi'es weakened by ficknefs, as well as 
himfelf, of imitating examples of by the fire of the enemy, that the 
barbarity, and forgetting recent general could not venture any con- 
provocations, fpared every man fiderable number in the making of 
that ceafed to refill. lallies, and the enemy had lb well 

The French were equally fuc- fecured their flanks, and proceeded 
cefsful on their fide, but their lofs in all their operations with fo much 
was more conflderable ; amount- regularity and caution, that no- 
ing, by their own acknowledge- thing lefs than a (trong and well- 
ment, to about an hundred in kill- iupported attack could produce 
ed and wounded. The emulation Anyefteft. The prefent emergency 
between the two nations, appeared was, however, fo critical, that a 
in theiclabour, as well as in abtion ; little before day-break, on the 
and the two redoubts were included morning of the 16th, he ordered 
in the fecond parallel by day- a fortie of about 350 men, under 
light. the condudl of Lieut. Col. Aber- 

The taking of thefe two re- crombie, to attack two batteries 
doubts may be faid to decide the which appeared to be in the great- 
fate of the army. Ixird Cornwallis, eft forwardnefs, and to fpike the 
in a letter which he wrote on the guns. A detachment of guards, 
following day to Sir Henry Clin- with the 80th company of grena- 
ton, conliders their tituation as diers, under the command of Lieut, 
being fo defperate, that he could Col. Leake, was appointed to one 
not recommend to the fleet and of thefe, and another of light in- 
army to run any great rilque in fantry, under Major Armftrong, to 
endeavouring to fave them. In- the other battery. Both attacks 
deed nothing could be morfe hope- were ipade with an imjietuofity 
lefs ; for, as he fays himfelf in the which could not be refilled. The 
fame letter, they dared not tolhew redoubts that covered both batte- 
a gun to the enemy’s old batteries, ries were forced, eleven pieces of 
and they expedlcd that their new- cannon fpiked, and the French 
ones would be opened on the fol- troops, who had the guard of that 
lowing morning. part of the entrenchment, fuffered 

The Britifh commander, how- confiderably. 
ever, left nothing untried which Though the vigour and gallan- 
could procraitinate, if it was im- try difplayed in tffis bride and fuc- 
pollible to prevent, that final ifiiie, celsful abtion, did the greateft 
which was not more dreaded than honour to the officers and troops 
cxpedled. Being fenfible that his that were engaged, yet it produc- 
ed 
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cd no eflential fervice. The can- 
non, which were haftily (piked, 
were foon again rendered fit for 
l'enrice } and the indudry of the 
enemy was fo great, that, before 
dark, the whole parallel and the 
batteries feemed nearly completed. 
At the fame tjme, the works were 
lb ruined, and the batteries fo over- 
powered, that there was no part of 
the whole front attacked, in which 
the befieged coold fhew a fingle 
gun j and their {hells, which were 
the laft fource of defence, were 
nearly expended. 

In thefe unfortunate circum- 
ftances. Lord Cornwallis had no 
other choice left but to prepare for 
a furrender on the following day, 
or to endeavour to efcape with the 
greateb part of the troops. He 
determined upon attempting the 
latter, under the confideration, 
that though it fhould prove unluc- 
cefsful in its immediate object, it 
might at lead delay the enemy in 
the profecution of farther enter- 
prizes. The adverfe current of 
fortune gave a contrary effeft to a 
defign well calculated to delay the 
fate of Lord Cornwallis’s army. 

Boats were prepared, under 
other pretexts, to be in readinefs 
for receiving the troops at ten at 
flight, in order to pafs them over 
to Gloucefter Point. The ar- 
rangements were made with the 
fltmoll fecrecy 3 and the intention 
was, to abandon the baggage, and 
to leave a detachment behind, in 
order to capitulate for the town’s 
people, and for the Tick and 
Wounded 5 Lord Cornwallis hav- 
ing already prepared a letter upon 
the fubjeft, which was to be de- 
livered to Gen. Wafliington upon 
his departure. 

The firft embarkation, confin- 


ing of the light infantry, the 
guards, and a part of the 23d re- 
giment, had arrived at Glouceder 
Point, and the greater part of the 
troops were already landed, when, 
at that critical moment of hope, 
apptehenfion, and danger, fortune 
proved adverfe, and the weather, 
which was then moderate and 
calm, indantly changed to a molt 
violent dorm of wind and rain. 
The boats, with the remaining 
troops, were all driven down the 
river, and the defign of palling was 
not only entirely fruftrated, but 
the abfence of the boats rendered* 
i,t impoflible to bring back the 
troops from Glouceder. Thus 
weakened and divided, the army, 
by this untoward accident, was in- 
volved in a date of the mod immi- 
nent danger. 

To increafe the anxiety and 
peril of this date of things, the 
enemies batteries were opened, 
with great force and effect, at day- 
break ; and the paifage at Glou- 
ceder Point was now much expofed 
to their fire. The boats, how- 
ever, happily returned j and the 
troops were brought back without 
much lofs in the courfe of the 
forenoon. 

But things were now drawing to 
that cribs, which could no longer 
be averted. The works were every 
where bnking under the weight 
of the enemy’s artillery 3 and Lord 
Cornwallis himfelf could not but 
concur in opinion, with the en- 
gineer and principal officers, that 
they were already afi'ailable in 
many places, and that a conti- 
nuance of the fame r hre, only for 
a few hours longer, would reduce 
them to fuch a condition, that it 
would then become delperate to 
attempt their defence. While 
LU 3 they 
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they were ex poled to fo heavy 
a fire from the enemy, they could 
not return a gun, and only about 
i go cohorn fhells remained. The 
troops were not only diimnifhed 
by lofs and by ficknefs, but the 
flrength and fpirit6 of thofc in 
the works were exhaufted and 
worn down by conflant watching, 
and unremitting fatigue. And 
while they were to be attacked and 
overborne on all fades by land, the 
French fhips, in the mouth of 
York River, feemed prepared to 
lecond and complete the general 
4iprm, by water. 

In fuch circumflances it would 
have been cruelty in the extreme 
to have facrificed fuch gallant^and 
in every refpe .61 deferving troops, 
to a point of honour* which the 
improved date ©f civilization has 
wifely exploded, that of (landing 
an alfault, which could not in the 
nature of things but prove fucceff- 
ful. Lord Cornwallis accordingly 
wrote a letter to Gen. Wafhing- 
ton on the fame day, the 17th* 
propofing a ceffation of arms for 
24 hours, and that commiflioners 
might be appointed' on both fkles 
for fettling the terms of capitu- 
lation. 

The pods of York and Glou- 
celter were furrendered on the 19th 
of October. The troops, with 
the fame honours which had been 
granted to.the garrifon of Charles 
Town, were of neceflity obliged 
to become prifoners of war. They 
were compofed of Britifh and 
German regiments, the light in- 
fantry, detachments from the 
guards, and Tarleton’s cavalry. 
They amounted to between five 
and fix thoufand men $ but fuch 
was the number of fick 3 »d wound- 
ed, that there were only j,8oo 


of ail forts, capable of bearing 
arms, in both pods, on the day ( 
furrender. Fifteen hundred fea- ! 
men underwent the fate of the | 
garrifon. The officers and foldiere j 
retained their baggage and effe&s; 
but all property taken in the 1 
country, if vifible, was liable to I 
be reclaimed. The Guadaloupe j 
frigate of 24 guns, with a number | 
of tranfports, were furrendered ! 
to the conquerors ; and about 20 . 

tranfport6 had been furik or burnt j 
during the fiege. They obtained , 
a numerous artillery of various J 
forts, but not of weight fufficient i 
for their late purpofe of defence in 
a fiege. 

Lord Cornwallis drove in vain 
to obtain better conditions 5 par- 
ticularly that the Britifh and Ger- 
man troops might be returned to 
their refpe&ive countries, as pri- 
foners on parole, on condition 
of not ferving 'hgainfi France or 
America until they were exchang- 
ed. Some favourable condition* 
which he wifhed to obtain in be- 
half of the inhabitants of York 
Town, and other Americans, who 
were under the protection, as they 
had (hared the fortune, of the 
Britifh army, were likewife re* 
fufed, upon the footing of their 
being civil matters, which did not 
come within the authority of the 
military commanders. To extri- 
cate thofe Americans who would 
have been expofed to imminqfrt 
danger, lie, however, made .it a 
condition, that the Bbnetta floop, 
which was to convey his difpatches 
to New York, fhould pafs without 
fearch ©r examination, he being 
only anfwerable that the number 
of perfons the conveyed fhould be 
accounted for as prifoners of war 
upon exchange. With a retro- 
- fpe&ive 
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fee&ive eye to the breach of con- 
ditions which the late convention 
army had lo forely experienced, 
Lord Cornwallis took care to have 
it (fipulated, that no article of the 
prefen t capitulation (hould be 
violated, under any pretence of 
making rqprifals. 

The general himfelf, with all 
dvil and military officers, except- 
ing thofe of the latter who were 
neceflarily left behind for the pro- 
tection and government of the 
foldiers, were at liberty to go upon 
parole, either to England or New 
York ; and the troops, divided as 
much as poifible into regiments, 
were to be retained within the 
three governments of Virginia, 
Penfylvania, or Maryland, Lord 
Cornwallis obferves, in his public 
letter, that the treatment which 
he and the army had received in 
geeral from the enemy fince the 
furrender, had been perfectly good 
and proper ; but he fpeaks in 
warm terms of the kindnefs and 
attention fhewn to them by the 
French officers in particular j 
" their delicate fenfibility,” he 
fays, of our fituation, their 
“ generous and pretfing offers of 
u money, both public and pri- 
f; vate, to any amount, has really 
“ gone beyond what I can poffibly , 
“ defcribe, and will, I hope, 

“ make an impreifion on the 
<f bread of every Britilh officer, 

“ whenever the fortune of war 
“ fhould put any of them into our 
“ power.” 

Such allions and conduct caft 
abroad a pleafing (hade, which 
ferves to foftcn the horrors of war, 
and to hide and alleviate its cala- 
mities. 

The land forces became prifon- 
*rs to America 5 but the feamen, 
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with the (hips and furniture, were 
aifigned to M. de Grade, as a com- 
pliment to, and return for, the 
French naval power and alii fiance. 
It was remarkable, that the com- 
mitfioner appointed by the Amc* 
ricans to fettle the terms, and whQ 
himfelf drew up the articles of a 
capitulation, by which a Britifli 
army became prifoners to his 
count ty, was Col. Laurens, fon 
of that Mr. Laurens, late pre* 
fident of the Congrefs, who was 
then, and had been for a confider- 
able time, a clofe prifoner in the 
Tower of London. The Vifcount 
de Noailles was the commiffioncr 
appointed on the fide of France, 
to alt in conjun&ipn with Colonel 
Laurens. 

Such was the very hard fate 
of the remains of that conquering 
and gallant army, which had been 
fo highly diftingu idled in the 
fouthern war ! We fhall fay no- 
thing of the (hare which their 
noble commander bore ih the com- 
mon misfortune, as he lives in an 
age which knows how to didia- 
guifh the want of fuccefs from the 
want of merit. Neither himfelf 
nor his army forfeited apy part of 
their former charalter. Their po- 
rtion was in many re(pelts a veiy 
bad one, and probably would have 
continued fo ih any date of fortifi- 
cation $ but in its prefent, it was 
no more than an entrenched camp, 
and fubjelt to be enfiladed in dif- 
ferent parts $ while their new half- 
formed works, were much left 
capable of withdanding the pow- 
erful artillery of the enemy, thaij 
they would themfelves of oppofing 
their vad fuperiority of force in 
the open field. It was pitched 
upon in one of thofe unfavourable 
cotijun&ures which allqw of no 
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good expedient, and where incon- 
veniences muft be balanced rather 
than advantages fought. The 
troops made the belt amends for 
the difficulties of their .fituation, 
by the patience with which they 
endured an unremitting duty and 
the greateft fatigues, as well as 
by the firmnefs and intrepidity 
with which they flood a fire of 
(hot and (hells, which has leldom 
been exceeded in magnitude. The 
French expended 16,000 (hot and 
Shells in the (iege, 3000 of the 
latter being of the firft dimenfions ; 
and the fire of the Americans was 
not lefs. 

The Britifh fleet and army ar- 
rived off the Chefapeak on the 
24th of Oftober, being five days 
after the furrender of York Town. 
They foon received the unwelcome 
tidings ; but as they were only 
reports, they waited fome days, 
until the misfortune was fully 
authenticated. The French fleet, 
fatisfied with their prefent fuccefs, 
made no manner of movement ; 
and the only object of the expedi- 
tion being now loft, the Britifh 
commanders neceffarily returned 
to New York. 
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Such was the iflue of the Vir- 
ginian war. The lofs of Lord 
Cornwallis’s army was too heavy 
a blow to be foon or eafily re- 
covered. It was evident, that it 
muft entirely change the nature of 
the war on the fide of Great Bri- 
tain 5 and that it could no longer 
be carried on ofFenfively by land, 
at lead to any confiderable. extent. 
Indeed the furrender at York 
Town, may be confidered as the 
clofing feene of the whole con- 
tinental war in America. There 
are few periods in hiftory more ca- 
pable of rouzing attention and 
exciting refle&ions 5 whether we 
confider the original policy, and 
the difeuflions which enfued ; its 
various events, and fudden chan- 
ges of fortune 5 on one fide the 
magnitude of the preparations, 
and diftance of operation from the 
feat of power, and on the other, 
the difficulties, pertinacy, and 
final fuccefs of the refiftance $ or 
whether we confider the effect this 
revolution may in future operate 
on the political ftate of the whole 
human race, we (hall in every 
refpeft find it extraordinary. Un- 
doubtedly a new feene is opened. 


CHAP. 
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State of affairs dining the reeefs. Confequences of the riots in London, 
Caufes which led to the dij/bltition of parliament . liefbhttions of the 
Yorkjkire committee , and of other ajjbeiated bodies. Delegates appointed 
to attend in London. General election. Capture of Mr. Ijiiirms , and 
his committal to the Tower. Effect produced by his papers in precipitate 
big the war with Holland. Sir JoJ'eph Yorhe withdraws fiom the Hague . 
Mamfejlo New lords created. Earl of Carli/le appointed to the go - 
temment of Ireland . Meeting of parliament. Debates on the choice of 
a fpeaker . Air. Cornewall chofen. Speech from the throne. Addreffes. 
Amendments propofid, and rejetfed, in both houfes. Grant of feamen. 
Vote of thanks to the late fpeaker. To the Britilh generals and admiral 
w America . Debate on the appointment of Sir Hugh Palhfer to the go- 
vernment of Greenwich hofpital. Reeefs. 

I T is not a little remarkable, terror, which were already fuffi- 
that the riots in the year 1 780, ciently operative. The fuccefs 
which tended to the direct fubver- was equal to fche induftry. They 
fionof all order and government, found the rich, the timid, and the 
(hould have been the means of indolent, already of their party ; 
affording a ftrength to admin iff ra- and moderate men, who are na- 
tion, which few other events could turally lovers of order, while they 
at that time have produced. The could not but' approve of whatever 
feenes of enormity exhihited by tended to the prefervation of good 
thofe frantic rioters in the metro- government, did not always diaw 
polis, (truck all men with horror, a proper line of diitin6bon be- 
and (by a natural, though a mif- tween the mad outrages of fana- 
taken effe£t) infpired a general tics, and the fober conventions of 
dread of al] popular meetings, freemen, upon their moil import- 
however legal or peaceable. Thefe ant and deareft interefts. 
difpofitions reached to the county As the violence of party febV.n 
meetings, petitions, and aifocia- admits of any great nicenets in the 
tions, and confequcntiy to all ap- means of obtaining its purpofes, 
plications for redrefs of grievance, fo truth, and faimeis of repre-< 
and fchemes for a reform in the fentation, were not much attended 
tepcefentation of the commons to, in the unceafmg efforts ufed 
boafeof parliament. to profit of the prefent occafion. 

If mififters themfelves were not It was whifpered, and induftrioufly 
to be led away by fuch an opening circulated, that the oppofition 
of advantage, their retainers and were the fecret authors of the late 
partizans were lefs fcrupulous in riots; that they were the confe- 
their^eal, and too much alive to quence of a fettled fcheme for the 
their own interefls, to flip the oc- utter fubverfion of the ff ate ; that 
cafion. No means were unprac- perfons of rank and condition 
tifed to increafe the impreflioiis of were difguifed among the mob, 

and 
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and were their real leaders; that 
the trials of the rioters would 
bring out the mod alarming and 
aftonilhing difcovevies ; and that 
French gold, American politics, 
and republican principles, would 
be found at the bottom of the 
Whole bufmefs. A language not 
very remote from fome part of 
this, was faid to be held from 
fome of the feats of juftice. 

Incredible and impoffible as thefe 
tales were, and whatever imputa- 
tion it may bring upon the gene- 
ral dock of good fenfe of the na- 
tion, certain it is that they were 
not unfuccefsfully propagated. 
The atliirance on the one fide, and 
the credulity on the other, were fo 
ftrong, that the report of a noble- 
man of one of the^firft and molt 
ancient families in the kingdom, 
being killed among the rioters on 
Black-Friars bridge, and of his bo- 
dy being immediately thrown over 
into the Thames to prevent dis- 
covery, was not only for feveral 
months very generally credited, bait 
the appearance of his name in the 
accounts of the public tranfa&ions 
in his county, was not able to cure 
the dclufion ; and that perfons far 
above the common rank, in Lon- 
don, were fo confirmed in the 
opinion, that it was with aftonifli- 
ment they beheld him in the houfi 
of peers in the following winter. 

The wretched timidity and im- 
becility of the magiftraey in the 
metropolis, together with that 
v apparent weaknefs of the inhabi- 
tants, which, in part proceeding 
from that defeat, and in part from 
that unprepared condition inci- 
dent ‘to long quiet and iecurity, 
bad laid them open to the violence 
of a contemptible jabble, were 
topics which were applied with 


great fuccefs, to (hew the ineffi- 
cacy, in all cafes, of the civil 
authority in affording prated ion, 
and the neceflity of a military 
force for preferring order and good 
government. This doctrine went 
likewife to reconcile the people to 
the authority, with which, under 
colour of. the riots, the military 
power, throughout the kingdom, 
had been endued, of a&ing imme- 
diately from its own motion, inde- 
pendently of the civil magiftrate. 

By all thefe means, operating 
together upon the paffions of the 
people, the dread of mobs, riots, 
and the cxceffes unto which popu- 
lar meetings are apt to lead, feem- 
ed to have abfe^bed all the other 
difeontents of the nation, which 
became as it^vere extin& and for- 
gotten. The invincible jealoufir 
of military power, which had fo 
long characterized this country, 
grew familiarized to the afpe& of 
camps and garrifons, and gra- 
dually gave way to impreffions, 
which, if they had been tailing, 
threatened the word cotifequences * 
to liberty. Any. government, the 
worft that could be, was thought 
preferable to a date of anarchy; 
and the harfheft defpotifm did not 
prefent to the imagination evils fo 
immediately dreadful, as the fury 
of an enraged rabble. 

Befides the effect of their real 
apprehenfions, fo many objefts of 
novelty, aftonilhment, and horror, 
ferved entirely to fill up the ima* 
gination, and to draw the atten- 
tion of the people away from all 
other public concerns. And even 
when this effect was in fome degree 
worn away, the minds of fnen 
were (till agitated, and their at- 
tention ftroOgly drawn, by the fuc- 
ceeding trials and impending fats 
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of the rioters ; whiUl the delays 
incident to the laws of high trea- 
fon, prolonged the iufpence with 
re(pe& to their chief into the courfe 
of the following year. 

Thus it happened, contrary to 
all expectation, that the caule of 
adminiftration was ftrengthened, 
by one of the molt difgraceful tu- 
mults which has been known in 
this kingdom $ and which, from 
contemptible and negle&ed begin- 
nings, came to threaten the capi- 
tal city, and the nation itfelf, with 
min. 

Fortune is fuppofed to be fel- 
dom tingle in her benefits, any 
more than in her injuries. The 
news of the taking of Charles 
Town, which arrived juft at the 
heerof the riots, ferved, in a very 
Considerable degree, to erafe the 
memory of all paftdifappointments 
ia the war, and to revive all the 
fanguine hopes of the fpeedy Sub- 
jugation of the colonies. This 
flattering gleam of fuccefs recalled 
many back to the American fyf- 
tem, which they had only aban- 
doned from its apparent hopeleff- 
nefs, and from feeling the lofs of 
which it was productive. Succels 
muft in all cafes ftrengthen govern- 
ment ; and will recover 04' afford 
popularity to any meafu res. Num- 
bers who originally difliked the 
war, and who condemned the 
meafures and principles which led 
to it, were, however, well enough 
contented* when they faw, or 
thought, that it was like to end 
pwrfperoufly. 

. Thus, auerthe ftrongeft appear- 
ances on every fide of an approach- 
ing and heavy tempeft, the iky 
was fuddenly cleared, and every 
thing west fmoothly and prefpe- 
roufljr with adminiftcation. The 
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influence and authority of the 
crown, were more fpread and bet- 
ter fixed than they had been for 
fome time ; and the oppofition loft 
its popularity in the fame propor- 
tion. 

This ftate of things extended 
the views of the minifters to a. 
meafure, which, though much 
wifhed by them, they probably 
would not otherwife'have ventured 
upon. The late refolutions of the 
commons could not be forgotten. 
The ftrange and unexpected turns 
which things had taken in the 
preceding fellion, could not but 
weaken the confidence of minifters 
in the prefent parliament. They 
might be feized in another fellion. 
particularly fo near the term of 
their natural ditfblution,with other 
fits and other ftarts, ftill more un- 
expected and alarming than thole 
of the preceding feflion. 

There was every reafon to ex- 
pe 6 t> that, ip the prefent ftate of 
things, and difpofition of the 
peojde, the elections would go 
greatly in favour of the court. A 
dilfolution Was accordingly deter- 
mined upon ; but the defign was 
kept concealed in the molt pro-G 
found fecrecy. 'The court and fa- 
vourite members, in the manage- 
ment of their old interefts, or the 
aftablifhraent of new, feemed only 
to look towards that general elec- 
tion, which muft of neceflity take 
place at the limited term. The 
oppofition, who had no treafury 
to fupport their expences, were to 
rely on the merits of their paft 
conduCfc with their con fti tuents, 
and deemed it prudent to refervq 
their force, to the near approach 
of the ieafon of conteft. A great 
number of them were likewife en- 
gaged on duty in the fervice of 

their 
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their country, along with their 
refpe&ive regiments of militia ; 
and were generally, and, as it 
was afterwards laid, defignedly, 
ftationed at a great diftance from 
their conftituents and local in* 
terefts. 

Many perfons, however, deeply 
lamented, and obferved with great 
apprehenlion, the means derived 
from the late riots, of throwing 
the civil authority of the nation 
into difrepute, and of fpreading 
an opinion, that the military power 
was necellary to the lupport of the 
laws and government, and to the 
domeftic fecurity of the people. 
To obviate this effedt, afibciations 
were formed in the metropolis, 
and ellewhere 3 the inhabitants 
purchafing arms, and acquiring 
fuch a degree of knowledge in 
their exercile and ufe, as would be 
neceflary for the future preferva- 
tion of the public peace, and. for 
rendering all intervention of the 
army unneccflary. This ipirit 
fpread confidcrably 3 and the mea- 
fure of providing arms, and being 
at all times ready to fupport the 
civil authority, was held out as an 
a6l of conftitutional duty and ne- 
ceffity. 

Nor did the petitioning counties 
entirely fink under the prefent tor- 
rent of public opinion, nor refign 
themfclves to the impreffions of 
apprehenfion and terror which now 
prevailed. 

A A numerous meeting 

^ or k^ re com- 

• ' mittee of aflociation, 

compofed of fome of the principal 
gentlemen of that great county, 
came to feveral very fpirited refo- 
lutions on this fubjeft :■ — To ex- 
culpate themfelves and their de- 
figns from any.the leaft intention 
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or tendency to produce diforder j 
and confufion 3 and to treat all j 
infinuations to the contrary, from , 
whatever quarter they might have ] 
been derived, as defamatory fug- j 
geilions, contrived to deter the j 
alTociated bodies from the profe- t 
cution of their juft and neceflary j 
plan of public reformation : — To 1 
afiert, that the ufe of arms for the : 
prefervation of order and public * 
peace, was not only a right in eve- 
ry citizen, but a duty impofed 1 
upon them by the exprefs letter of 
the law : — T o condemn the orders 
ralhly ilTued in London for difarm- 
ing the inhabitants, as uncoilfti- 
tutional and illegal : — To enter a 
kind of pfoteftation againft the in- ' 
terference of* the military in the 
fuppreffion of riots, not under the 
dire&ion of the civil magiftrate, 
but at the diferetion of the com- 
manding officer:*— And, that'how- 
ever the order for the diferetion- 
ary interference of the military in 
the fuppreffion of the late riots in 
the metropolis, might have been 
unavoidable, through the gi^at- 
nefs of the danger, and the inti- 
midation of the magiftracyj yet 
the extenfion of limilar orders to 
the army in other parts of the 
kingdom, where no fuch danger 
exifted, and where no reluttar.ee 
in the magi ft racy to the perform- 
ance of their duty appeared or 
was fufpe&ed, could not be de- 
fended. 

The county of Middlefex, fome 
time after, adopted, verbatim, the 
resolutions of the county of York 5 
and they were likewife adopted by 
the city of London, excepting only 
that, which conveyed a reflexion, 
on her own magiftracy. They 
were in time more or lefs adopt- 
ed, or fimilar ones propofed, by 
other 




Digitized by 


Google 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [141 


tther public bodies. But the 
county of Huntingdon went far- 
ther than any other. In the firft 
place they inftru&ed their repre- 
lentatives to make an enquiry in 
parliament, by whofe advice the 
orders iffued to the military in the 
metropolis, had been extended to 
various parts of the kingdom, and 
fo long continued, contrary to the 
common courfe of law ? and that 
they fhould take fuch fteps, as 
were belt fuited to prevent Inch 
unconftitutional and dangerous or- 
ders from being, ifliied in future. 
The next refolution was expfeifed 

in the following words “ That 

" it be recommended to every 
“ houfe-keeper to have proper 
" arms, fuch is mulket and bay- 
“ onet, and to be ready and ex- 
“ pert in the ufe of them ; to be 
" prepared againft all emergen- 
“ cies that may arife from any 
u attack of our many furrounding 
“ enemies, or any invafion of our 
u rights and liberties.” 

As the late impreflions produced 
by the riots, were by degrees weak- 
ened, and gave place to a jealouly 
of the diferetionary power in the 
army, of a&ing independently of 
the civil authority, it became a 
fnbjedt of murmur and complaint ; 
and in that ftate of temper, feveral 
of the aflociations which had been 
armed and formed for the purpole 
of affifting the civil magiftrate in 
the prefervation of peace and or- 
der, received applaufe and thanks 
from different public bodies. 

The attention to other national 
concerns revived along with this 
jealoufy. Yorkfhire appointed 
three delegates to attend in Lon- 
don during the enfuing feflion, 
in order to communicate with 
thole of other counties and corpo- 


rations, and by mutual aid and ad- 
vice, to give lupport and efficacy 
to their petitions. Much com- 
plaint and cenfure was thrown out 
by feveral of thefe bodies upon the 
conduct of the Houfe of Commons 
in the lalt feflion. The Devon- 
(hire committee, exprefling them- 
lelves in rather ftronger terms than 
fome others, fay, that they find 
themfelves under a neceflity of de- 
claring, that nothing had hitherto 
been done by parliament towards 
effecting the ends required by the 
petitions, not with (landing that the 
relolutions of the commons them- 
felves acknowledged the juftnefs 
of the prayers of thofe petitions. 
Yet, fay they, in (lead of proceed- 
ing to that reform, the v#ry in- 
fluence complained of was exerted, 
either to reje6l in the firlt inftance, 
or to baffle in its progrefs, every 
propofition that was offered to the 
confideration of parliament, for 
effe6ting the ends propofed. Si- 
milar obfervations were made by 
other committees. 

Several of the affi iciated or pe- 
titioning bodies, after great ap- 
plaufe to Mr. Burke and other 
gentlemen, for their attempts in 
the late feffion, and a declaration 
that they could not hope for any 
effectual redrefs, with refpett to 
the grofs abufes in the railing and 
expenditure of the public money, 
from the endeavours of the com- 
miifioners of accounts, requefled 
him to bring forward his bill of 
reform in the enfuing feflion of 
parliament. 

The proclamation for c f a 
dilfolving the parliament * 

operated like a thunder !/ °* 
clap, with refpedt to fuddennefs 
and furprife, on thofe who were 
not in the fecret. A new proro- 
gation 
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gation had taken place within a 
few days, which ferved to render 
the ftroke dill more unexpected. 
The fhortnefs of the time allotted 
for the elections, incFeafed the 
difficulties and difadvantages to 
thofe, who were at a diitance from 
their boroughs or interefts, and 
who had taken no previous mea-' 
lures of fecurity. From thefe, 
and from the other caufes which 
we have mentioned, the elections 
went much in favour of the court, 
and feveral of the moil popular 
members, whofe public conduct 
feemed to receive the general ap- 
probation of their conft i t uen ts, were 
notwithstanding thrown out of their 
feats. Mr. Fox, however, carried 
his election for the city of W eftmin- 
fter by a great majority againft the 
Earl of Lincoln, who was lupported 
by the whole weight and power of 
the Gourt. Admiral Keppel, who 
was thrown out of 'his old feat at 
Windfor, by that weight and in- 
fluence, was brought in by the 
public fpirit of the eleCtors for 
the county of Surrey, where he had 
little local intereft or connection, 
compared with thofe of the other 
candidate. 

1 13 new men obtained feats in 
•parliament. The poverty of the 
times, operating along with the 
general hpplefihefs which now 
prevailed, that any oppolition in 
parliament would be capable of 
producing a beneficial alteration 
in the conduCt of public affairs, 
had both together fo powerful an 
effeCfc, that candidates were not 
to be found, who would fupport 
the ufual expenfive contefts of the 
counties. No general election, 
perhaps for a century, produced lo 
little expence in that refpedt. Se- 
veral njembers of the late parlia- 
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meat, who, although they did not 
take the trouble of declaring their 
fentiments tp the public, were 
tired of a conffant fruitlefs attend- 
ance and oppofition, either deter- 
mined to retire entirely from pub- 
lic buffnefs, or grew very indif- 
ferent as to the event of their 
elections v The general venality 
which now appeared among the 
electors, and that contempt of 
their own declarations and refolu- 
tions, as well as of all pad faith- 
fuls fervice, which it produced, 
could not fail {nghty to difguft 
many, and to render them ftiH 
more hopelefs of public aflaire. 
They peevifhly faid, that whatever 
fmall degree of public fpirit and 
virtue ftill remained ampng the 
people was entirely evaporated in 
words ; and whenever the touch- 
ftone was applied, their venality 
would not only appear predomb 
nant, but would prove to be their 
only principle. 

It does not frequently happen, 
that the accidents which befai 
individuals, fhould produce any 
great effeCt upon the political 
conduCt or fituation of dates, and 
flill lefs upon the general date of 
public affairs. The capture of 
Mr. Laurens, late Prefident of the 
Congrefs, on his paflage from 
America^ was however one of tbofe 
Angular mdances, in which the 
political fituation of no fmall part 
of Europe feemed conAderably af - . 
feCted by the fortune of a Angle 
man. It was the occafion, if not 
the caufe, of the precipitate rup- 
ture between Great . Britain and 
Holland, and of that friendfhip 
and alliance which had for fo 
many year 9 bound together thofe 
neighbouring maritime and Pro- 
tellaat power*. That whichvhad 
r been 


Google 



HISTORY OF EUROPE. [143 

been considered as the Second ma- an eventual treaty of amity and 
ritime power, and more than commerce between America and 
once boldly fupported her claim Holland, which had been in agi- 
to the empire of the lea, which tation for more than two years 
had l'o long participated in the pad, and to which Mr. Laurens 
intereils and glory of England, was furnifhed with power, to put 
was now added to a combination, the finishing, hand. Among thefe 
avowedly formed to reduce, if not was a draught of the treaty, which 
entirely to annihilate, her naval was, however, only to take efte& 
power. when the independence of Amo 

Mr. Laurens being bound from rica Should be acknowledged by 
Philadelphia, in a Congrefs pack- Great Britain, or confirmed at a 
et, on an embally to Holland, was peace. The negociators on the 
taken in the beginning of Sep- fide of Holland, were M. Van 
tember on the banks of Newfound- Berkel, petitionary and coutifellor 
land, by the Vetial frigate, com- to the city of Amfterdam (an of- 
raanded by Captain Keppel. The fice of great weight and power), 
package which contained his pa- with other members of the regen- 
pers had been thrown overboard, cy, aflilled by fome great commer- 
but its bulk preventing it from cial houfes of that city. It does 
fuddenly finking, it was faved by not appear that the Hates gene** 
the boldnefs and dexterity of a ral were at all confulted upon, or 
Britifh leaman, and moil of the concerned in, the tranfa&ion ; So 
papers recovered from the effects that it was more properly a provi- 
of the water. final treaty with the Hates of that 

Upon his arrival in England, city, or at moft with the. provinca 
he was committed as a Hate pri- of Holland* than with the united 
0^ 6th ^ >ner > an ^ upon a charge provinces at large. But Am tier** 
* of high treafon, to the dam dependedupon her own weight 
Tower of London, under a war- and influence, including that of 
rant or order figned by the three the province in which She bears So 
fecretaries of Hate. I le is laid, fupreme a iway, together with the 
upon his examination before the public advantages to be derived 
miniiiers, to have claimed the from the treaty, as fully compe- 
privilege of his Situation, in cau- tent to the purpofe of obtaining 
tiouily declining to anlwer any its ratification, when the proper 
queftions whole tendency he could leafon arrived $ and it feems tihat 
not immediately perceive, l'o that the Americans contidered this le- 
little other information was ob- curity as fully fuflicient. 
tained from him than an acknow- We have formerly Shewn, that 
kdgement of his name, and of his the Dutch iu general, even at the 
late condition as Prefident of the very commencement of the trou- 
bles, much difapproved of the 
But this defedl was abundantly harfh mealures, which were then 
fupplied by his papers. The molt in contemplation or purfuit with 
important, however, of thefe, and refpedt to America. Many, if not 
which produced the fublequent moll of thefe, were at that time 
effedl, were the papers rvlatin^ to well affedled to Great Britain, 
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and lamented upon her own ac- 
count, as well as that of the Pro- 
feftant and maritime interests in 
general, the dangerous tendency, 
as they held it, of that condu6l 
which (he had now adopted ; but 
they likewiie, at the tame time, 
felt greatly for the calamities 
which were falling, or likely to 
fall, upon the Britifh Americans ; 
and could not but deeply fy m pa- 
th ize with a people, whole fitua- 
tion bore fo near a refemblance to 
what once had been their own. It 
was much more upon thefe princi- 
ples, than upon any that were in- 
imical to Great Britain, that the 
Scotch regiments were refufed in 
the beginning of the conted. 

But thefe feelings being conti- 
nually irritated by the aggrava- 
tions of the war, what at firft 
feemed to be only a friendly con- 
cern or blame for wrong-doing, 
by degrees degenerated into a fet- 
tled diflike ; and thofe under its 
influence, continually fell in with 
and (lengthened the French par- 
ty, who were a6ting upon princi- 
ples diredly oppofite to thofe 
which had originally operated 
with themfelves. Other caufes 
concurred in the fame effect. A 
harfh remondrance from the court 
of London, which was repreient- 
ed as holding a domineering and 
arbitrary language, unfitting to be 
offered to fovereign and independ- 
ent dates, indead of intimidation, 
excited nothing but refentment. 
Some jealoufy of the views of the 
dadtholder, fomented by the French 
faction, had for fome time been 
gaining great ground ; and it be- 
ing fuppofed that he would be 
fupported in thefe by the court of 
London, that circumftancc ferved 
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not a little to loofen the bonds of 
union between both nations. 

The recent circumdances of ex- 
amining and bringing in the Dutch 
convoy under Count Byland, in 
the beginning of the year, and the 
royal proclamation iffued in Lon- 
don on the 1 7th of April, in con- 
fequence of the failure of the dates 
general, in not fumifhing the fuc- 
cours dipulated by treaty to Great 
Britain, are frefh in every memo- 
ry, and were dated in our lad vo- 
lume. 

Thus circumdances of irrita- 
tion and jealouly, were continual- 
ly acumulating on both ' (ides, 
until the prefent event brought 
things to their ultimate point of 
decision. Sir Jofeph Yorke im- 
mediately preffed the bufinefs in 
drong memorials to the dates ge- 
neral, and after dating the clan- 
dedine correfpondence which, it 
now appeared from Mr. Laurens’s 
papers, the dates of Amderdam 
had long carried on with the Ame- 
rican rebels, and the inltruftions 
and powers which they had given, 

, for entering into a treaty with 
thofe rebels, although they were 
the natural fubje&s of a fovereign 
to whom the republic was joined 
by the drifted ties of friendfhip, 
he then demanded, in the name of 
the king, his mader, not only a 
formal difavowal of f# irregular 
condu6t, but alio infided 6n fpee- / 
dy fatisfaftion, adequate to the 
offences, and the punifhment of 
the Penfionary Van Berkel and 
his accomplices, as didurbers of 
the public peace, and violators of 
the rights of nations., 

An immediate anlwer not being 
given, the Britifh ambalfador con- 
tinued to prefs the matter clofely 

in 
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feveral conferences, and at length 
in a fecond memorial The dates 
general then informed Sir Jofeph 
Yorke, by a mefiage, that hU 
jgeraorial had been taken ad re - 
ferendum by the deputies of the re- 
fpective provinces, according to 
the received order and conliitution 
of government ; and that they 
Would endeavour to frame an an- 
fwer to it, as foon as the nature 
of their government would admit. 
This not being at all deemed fa- 
tisfa&oiy by the court of London, 
Sir Jofeph Yorke received orders 
to withdraw from the 'Hague • and 
that ftep Was followed, before the 

Dtc. 20th. cl f« of [he year by 
a declaration of hofli- 
lides againft Holland. 

Such was in general the date of 
public affairs previous to the meet- 
ing of the new parliament. No 
change of any confequence had 
taken place in adminidration, any 
tnore than in the date of the par- 
ties that compofed the oppofition. 
It could not arife from an appre- 
henfion, on the fide of the court, 
of any deficiency of drength in the 

Se»t *nth ^ ou ^ e °f Lords, that 
* " fix new peers were now 
created * and mud therefore be at- 
tributed to a fenfe of merit, and 
•eknowledgement of fervices. 
®iefe were. Lord Gage, the Ho- 
nourable James Brudenell, Sir 
Wittfom De Gray, Sir William 
Bagot, Hon. Charles Fitzroy, 
and Henry Herbert, Efq. who 
were all created Englifh Barons. 
We do not confider the granting 
of a baronage^ with an extenfion 
to the female line, in Earl Tal- 
bot’s family, as an immediate in- 

creafe of peerage. Some fmall 

Oa. ioth. time before the meet- 
mg of parliament Ld. 
Vol. XXIV, 


Carlifle was appointed to the go- 
vernment of Ireland* and Lord 
Grantham fucceeded him at the 
head of the board of trade. 

The fird bufinefs in the G, 
Houfe of Commons was ne- * 
cedarily the choice of a fpeaker $ 
a bufinefs which afforded an op- 
portunity for a trial of drength on 
both Tides, and to the miniders, 
not only of gratifying former re- 
fen tments, but of diewing the 
danger, in certain fituation 3 , of 
incurring their difpleafure. Our 
readers will recoiled, that the 
fpeech made by Sir Fletcher Nor- 
ton, as fpeaker, on the 7th of 
May, 1777, upon his presenting 
to the throne, the bills for the 
difeharge of the civil lid debts, 
and for the addition of ioo,oooL a 
year to that, edablifhment, gave 
great umbrage at the time to the 
court and adminidration* and that 
notwithd&nding the fan6tion of an 
immediate vote of approbation, 
from the Houfe of Commons, the 
matter was dill fo heavily relented, 
as to be again brought forward, 
when it was produdtive of long 
debates, which were intermixed 
with no fmall degree of warmth 
and acrimony. The Houfe of 
Commons, however, fupported 
their lpeaker, and he obtained a 
complete triumph upon that occa- 
fion. ^ 

The differences which broke out 
between the fpeaker and the mini- 
fter in the late feflion, are within 
every one’s recolle&ion, and are 
dated in our laft volume. In the 
altercations which then arofe, the 
fpeaker openly aferibed to his con- 
du6t on the former occadon, the 
caufes of his prefent complaints, 
and of that negle6t and want of 
confidence which he had ever 

[&'] fince 
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fince experienced from the mini* 
fir y. Tbe difeuflions which that 
bufinefs produced, any more than 
the part which the fpeaker had 
taken upon fome public queftions 
of great importance, by no means 
tended to reconciliation. / 

All thefe matters were in full 
Operation againft the late fpeaker. 
Sir Fletcher Norton, at the meet- 
ing of the new parliament. An- 
other fpeaker was accordingly de- 
termined upon, and the mode of 
condu&ing the bufinefs adopted 
by the minifters, was to pay the 
higheft compliments to the late 
fpeaker upon his abilities and 
knowledge, and to make the great- 
eft acknowledgements, as well of 
the honour and dignity with 
which he filled hiS'high ftation, 
as of the firmnefs, prudence, di- 
ligence, and indefatigable zeal, 
with which he had difeharged its 
exceedingly laborious duties. But 
being thus let down upon fofl 
ground, it was then lamented, 
that by the continued exertion of 
thefe eftimable qualities, during 
two parliaments, his conftitution 
had been fo much impaired, that 
its effects in the laft feflion had 
been but too vifible to every gen- 
tleman then in parliament; and 
indeed, notwithftanding the ea- 
gernefs of his zeal, could not but 
confiderably affe6t the public bufi- 
nefs of that time. That confider- 
ing the prefent critical fituation 
of public affairs, much bufinefs, 
and confequently many long and 
late debates, were likely to come 
on ; and that under all thefe cir- 
tmmftances, it would neither be 
decent in the gentleman himfelf 
to propofe, nor becoming in that 
houfe, to fhew fo little refped 
'and gratitude to him, as to adopt 
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the propofition, of again putting 
him into a fituation, the fatigue 
of which, in his prefent precarious 
ftate of health, muft be equally 
beyond his powers of application* 
and definitive to his confiitu* 
tion. 

The American minifter, aftei 
an introdu&ion upon this ground* 
then moved, that Mr. Cornwall, 
a gentleman eminently endowed 
with all the qualifications uecef- 
fary for fulfilling the duties of that 
high office, with no lefs honour to 
himfelf than advantage to the 
houfe, fhould be chofen their 
fpeaker. The motion yras fecood* 
ed by Mr. Welbore Ellis. 

The oppofiUon exprefled the 
utmoft aftonifhment, not only at 
the motion, but at the arguments 
which weje held out as the^ grounds 
of its fupport. The minifters had 
acknowledged the late fpeaker to 
be the moft able of all men to fill 
the chair, and in the very mo- 
ment of that confefiion, they pro- 
pole another candidate, and to 
heighten the inconfiftency, ftrong- 
ly recommend to him, to copy 
the example of his t predeceflor. 
As to the bad health of the late 
fpeaker being afiigned as a caufc 
for his rcje&ion, it was a very 
bare, and an entirely unfounded 
pretence. The health of the late 
fpeaker was now fo firmly efta- 
blifhed, that he was evidently as 
capable of difeharging v all the 
duties of his office, as ever he had 
been In any part of his life. This 
pretence vfas therefore an abfolute 
mockery of the houfe, and the 
motion was intended as a Hired 
infult upon that gentleman ; and 
if the meafure was adopted, ft 
would be a moft ungrateful re* 
turn, for the many years of the 

moil 
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moft valuable part of his life, 
which he had with fo much ho- 
nour and ability devoted to the 
public fervice of his country in 
that houfe. Mr. Dunning accord- 
ingly moved, and the motion was 
feconded by Mr. Thomas Townf- 
hend, that Sir Fletcher Norton be 
continued fpeaker. 

That gentleman himfelf faid, 
that on account of his ill Hate of 
health in the preceding feftion, 
and the unavoidable interruption 
which it occafioned to the public 
bufmefs, he had come to the houfe 
under a full determination not to 
go again into the chair upon any 
account ; and that he muft there- 
fore decline the honour intended 
him by his learned friend who 
had made the motion, and by him 
who had feconded it, for his re- 
inftatement. But he muft be an 
idiot indeed, if he could believe 
that his ftate of health, of which 
none of the king’s minifters had 
ever received the lmalleft intima- 
tion from him, was the real caufe 
of their moving for a new fpeaker, 
without holding the fmalleft pre- 
vious communication with him 
upon the fubjedt. He had in the 
Jaft feftion, at the peril of his life, 
and contrary to the advice of his 
pbyficians, come down to that 
houfe : he had, when almoft over- 
whelmed with infirmity, ftrug- 
gled hard to forward the bufinefs 
of parliament ; and he had done 
fo at the particular defire of thole 
wtio now moved to have another 
gentleman appointed fpeaker. This 
was ufage he did not expert ; he 
thought he had merited other treat- 
ment. He had been in town three 
days, and had never been afked, 
whether his health would enable 
Mm to continue in the chair, nor 


had he been applied to dire&ly or 
indire6lly, on the fubjeft of choof- 
ing a new fpeaker. It was then 
an infult oh the underftanding of 
every gentleman prelent, to pre- 
tend that an anxiety for his health 
was the real caufe for moving that 
another fpeaker might be chofen ; 
and he called upon the minifters 
to declare why he was thus dis- 
gracefully difmifted ? 

This opened a wider ground of 
debate to the oppofitibil, which 
they immediately occupied. They 
faid, that the minifters had adopt- 
ed and reduced to a fyftem the 
abominable pra&ice, of endea- 
vouring to difgrace every digni- 
fied character in the kingdom ; 
and more efpecially to infult and 
villify thofe men whofe conduct 
the Houfe of Commons approved. 
That their relent ments were not 
more mean, than the motive on 
which they were founded, in the 
prefent inftance, was unconftitu- 
tional and dangerous. That the me- 
morable fpeech, which had drawn 
their enmity on the fpeaker, re- 
fle&ed the higheft honour upon 
him ; and was equally a record of 
his impartiality in tnat high office, 
of his zeal for his country, and of 
his feeling for the national dif- 
treflep. That it had received the 
repeated approbation of the com- 
mons of England ; and was equal- 
ly admired and approved of with- 
out doors. And yet that fpeech, 
under fuch fan&ions, was the only 
caufe for their prefent attempt to 
infult and difgrace him. That 
the nation would now form a pro- 
per eftimate of the^ views and 
principles of the minifters, when 
they faw the open and avowed 
perfecution which they carried on 
againft all thofe, who faithfully 

[K] a dif- 
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difcharged their public duties, and 
who had fpirit and virtue fuffi- 
cient, to fupport the interefls of 
the people, or to maintain their 
rights. The new members, faid 
they, will now fee confirmed, 
what they had before heard attri- 
buted only to the malice of parties 
or to newfpaper mifreprefentation. 
They may perhaps obtain a good 
leffon now at their firft entrance, 
how far the vengeance of power 
is capable of operating even in 
this popular aflembly. 

The minifters took ito farther 
{hare in the debate, beyond the 
introductory fpeech of the noble 
lord at the head of tfie American 
affairs, Lord North, though more 
than once called upon, was total- 
ly filent. Nor could the warm 
challenges of the late fpeaker, nor 
the repeated calls of the oppofi- 
tion, draw out any manner of ex- 
planation from them, as to the 
caufes or motives of the conduct fo 
much complained of. 

The debate was, however, fup- 
ported with great fpirit by thC 
gentleman who feconded the mo- 
tion for the appointment of Mr„ 
Cornwall, and by Mr. Rigby. 
They faid they had never before 
heard, nor could they by any 
means fubferibe to the doCtrines 
which Were now broached. This 
was the firft debate in which they 
had heard .it afferted, that there 
was any thing of infult, difgrace, 
or contempt to any man, in ap- 
pointing a fpeaker, or that any 
gentleman was either to be called 
on, or expeded to ftate his rea- 
fons^ why he recommended, or 
why he voted, for this or that 
particular candidate. In a new 
parliament, every member had an 
undoubted right to give his vote 
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as he pleafed for a new fpeaker; 
and the moft learned in the law 
were defired to prove, that it was 
any part of the conftitution of 
parliament, for a fpeaker to pof- 
fefs the chair juft 4 as long as he 
fhould think proper, unlefs fome 
charge of criminality could be 
eftablifhed againft him. 

But the latter of thefe gentler 
men went farther, and acknow- 
ledged that he had objections to 
the late fpeaker on more accounts 
than one; but particularly with 
refpeCt to that conduCt in the year ] 
1777, which had now been fo i 
much boafted of. He had at that , 
time ftrongly exprefted his difap- 
probation both of the fpeech and , 
of the vote of thanks, which had 
been now read as a matter of 
triumph. He now thought, as 
he then did, that the fpeaker 
went too far; that he was not 
warranted to make fueh an addrefi I 
to the throne; and that it was | 
flying in the king's face. Being 
called to order for ufing the royal 
name, he, with his ufusd firmnefs, 
infilled that the oppofition were 
not warranted in calling him to 
order, as he had not ufed that 
name in any manner which could , 
influence the freedom of debate. ] 
He feemed to laugh at what 
had been thrown out, of the in- 
fluence of the crown, and the fe- 
cret reafons for the motion to eleCb 
a new fpeaker; fuch things, he 
faid, might have an effeCt with 
younger men, and with thofe who 
had newly entered within the j 
walls of that houfe, but they could 
not make the fmalieft impreffion 
on him. The mighty fecret, he 
faid, why one fide of the houfe j 
moved for a new fpeaker, and the 
other fupported the old,, was re- 
ducible 
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ducible to a fimple fa&, and when 
put into plain Englifh, and ftrip- 
pcd of the adventitious drefs of 
eloquence, amounted to no more 
on either fide than this — “ We’ll 
H vote for you, if you’ll be for 
* us.” 

It did not, however, appear, 
upon the divifion, that the young 
men and new members, in gene- 
ral, had any great obje&ioft to 
think or a6t with the minifters. 
Lord George Germain’s motion 
for the appointment of Mr. Corn- 
wall to be fpeaker, was carried by 
a majority of 203 votes, to 134 
who fupported Mr. Dunning’s no- 
mination of the late fpeaker. 

The new fpeaker was exceed- 
ingly well received, upon bis in- 
troduftion to the throne, at the 
%rr head of the »houfe, on 
* * the following day. The 
fpeech to both houfes, which im- 
mediately fucceeded the ceremo- 
nial of receiving the fpeaker, 
fcemed to hold out a motive, with- 
out its being dire6Hy affigned, for 
the late difiolution, by declaring 
more than ordinary fatisfa&ion in 
meeting parliament, at a time, 
when the late ele&ions afforded an 
opportunity of receiving the molt 
certain information of the difpofi- 
tion and wifhes of the people, to 
which his majefty was always in- 
clined to pay the utmoft attention 
and regard. The other objefts of 
the fpeech were, to ftate, in a full 
point of view, the arduous fitua- 
tion of public affairs ; the formi- 
dable nature, the injufiice, and 
the dangerous views of that vaft 
combination of force, which was 
formed again!! us in fupport of 
the American rebellion. 'The 
whole force and faculties of the 
French and Spanifh monarchies 


were drawn forth, and exerted to 
the utmoft, the undifguifed objeft 
of the confederacy being to gra- 
tify a boundlefs ambition, by de- 
ftroying the commerce, and giving 
a fatal blow to the power of Great 
Britain. It was acknowledged, 
that the force granted by the laft 
parliament, along with the divine 
blefting on the bravery of our fleets 
and armies, had happily fucceed- 
ed in withftanding the formidable 
attempts of our enemies, and in 
fruftrating the great expeftations 
which they had formed. The fig- 
nal fucceffes which had attended 
the progrefs of the Britifh arms in 
Georgia and Carolina, were held 
out to view ; and were faid to be 
gained, with fo much honour to 
the condu& and courage of the 
officers, and to the valour and in- 
trepidity of the troops, as equalled 
their higheft chara&er in any age, 
*and, it was tmfted, would have 
important confequences in bring- 
ing the war to a happy confclufion. 
But though the accomplifhment of 
that great end was moft eameftly 
defired, they would undoubtedly 
agree in opinion, that they could 
only fecure faff and honourable 
terms of peace by fuch powerful * 
and refpcftable preparations, as 
fhould convince our enemies, that 
we would not fubmit to receive 
the law from any powers whatfo- 
ever, and that we are united in a 
firm refolution to decline no diffi- 
culty or hazard in the defence of 
our country, and for the preferva- 
tion of our effential interefts. The 
commons were informed, that his 
majefty' faw and felt, with con- 
cern, that the various fervices of 
the war muft unavoidably be at- 
tended with great and heavy ex- 
pences; but they were defired to 
[A] 3 grant 
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grant fuch fupplies only as their had in the higheft degree intimi- | 

own fecurity and the exigency of dated our enemies. That Caro- j 

affairs fhould be found to require, lina was entirely reduced to the 

The forms of the houfe of com- obedience of our arms, and the ^ 

mons happened, upon this occa- numerous friends of Great Britain 1 

fion, to prevent the fpeech from in that country, were no longer j 

being confidered or read until the afraid to avow their fentiments. 

Nov 6th Tuefday ; That it was no longer a queftion 

v * ' when an addrefs, add- of allegiance and independent^ 
ing the ufual reaffertion of all the between us and our colonies; but 
proportions contained in the the queftion now was, whether 
fpeech, and fuch compliments as we fhould relinquifh thofe valuable 
the events of the day fuggefted, provinces to the houle of Bour- 
was moved for by Mr. De Grey, bon? No lover of his countiy could 
and fecondcd by Sir Richard Sat- hefitate a moment in oppofing to 
ton. An amendment was moved the laft fuch an acceflion of ftrength 
by Mr. Grenville, and feconded to our natural enemy; and no 
by Col. Fitzpatrick, propofmg to friend of America could wifh that 
leave out the whole addrefs, ex- we fhould refign her to the yoke 
cepting the complimentary part, of an arbitrary fovereign. 
and to fubftitute in the place of Nothing, they faid, could be a , 
the fubfequent claufes thefe words, greater miftake, or more impro- , 
that, “ In this arduous conjunc- perly held out, than the language 
“ ture we are determined to unite continually ufed on the other fide> 

“ our efforts for the defence of \hzt the war was at prefent carried 
“ this our country ; and we beg on for the purpofe of conquerii^ 

“ leave to allure your majefty, America. The fadt was directly 
“ that we will decline no diffi- otherwife. The war was now; 1 
ff culty or hazard in preferring carried on to protedl our numerous 
* c the effential intereftd of this American friends from the tyran- 
“ kingdom.’* ny and oppreflion of the congrefs. 

As the old queftion of fup- This was a purpofe which neither 
porting or abandoning the Ameri- juftice, humanity, gratitude, or 
can war, neceffarily held a princi- even a regard to pur own interefts, 
pal part in the prefent debate, we would permit us to abandon. . It 
Ihall only attend to the new mat- would not now be infilled that 
ter introduced, or the new ground America could be recovered by 
of* argument taken on either fide, conqueft ; but it was well to be 
It was advanced, in fupport of the hoped, that America was ftill to 
addrefs, that our affairs in Arne- be regained by this country. The 
rica were in a much better train, juft and liberal offers made by 
and much more profperous fitua- Great Britain to America, had 
tion, thau they had been at any produced very great and general 
time fmce the convention of Sara- effedts upon the minds of the peo- 

toga : that the fplendid fuccefs of pie ; and it was not to be doubted 

Lord Cornwallis in the louthern that more than half the Araeri- 

colonies had enhanced the repu- cans, when freed from their op- 

tation of the Britifh arms, and preffors, would appear to have 

' been, 
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I keen friends to the Britifh go- 
vernment. This then was no fes- 
fon for the language of defpond- 
ency; our late fignal luccefles, 
operating upon this difpofition of 
the people, muft produce the hap- 
pieft effe&s $ and, that as we have 
now feen and corrected our own 
errors, fo the prevalence of reafon 
over paffion will operate equally 
with the Americans, and prevent 
their being far behind us 5 efpe- 
dally as occafion muft continually 
be given, for contrafting the hap- 
jrinefs which they enjoyed under 
onr mild government with the ty- 
tinny of their prefent rulers, and 
of feeling more and more their 
odious and difgraceful dependence 
on France. 

They then contended, that our 
Stuation precluded every profp? 
of honourable peace, but through 
the medium of vidtory ; that the 
profecution of the war with the 
tthhoft energy, until it might be 
terminated on better and more ho- 
nourable grounds than at prefent, 
was effort rial to the political exift- 
tace of Great Biitain ; and, in a 
word, that we muft humble France 
through the tides of America. 
TBat if we even fubmitted to the 
humiliating and difgraceful mea- 
fere of acknowledging the inde- 
pendency of America, ftill, that 
fetal conceffion, which would ex - 
pfcfe us to the probable lofs of all 
oar tranfenarine poffeffions, and 
fink the political confequence of 
Itno kingdom to nothing in the 
«k of Europe, would not acce- 
erate the work of peace, however 
fervently that happy event was 
» bedefired. America was a new 
&te $ (he muft maintain or eliab- 
rth her public chara&er $ and (he 
gas bound by every tie of policy. 


as well as honour, not to defert 
her allies, or to leave them ex- 
pofed to our collected efforts, {n a 
war undertaken for her advantage. 
But if it were otherwife, fhe was 
now too clofely connefted with, 
and too much dependent on, 
France, to have it in her power to 
enter into a feparate treaty with 
Great Britain. 

Our fituation was undoubtedly 
difficult and perilous 5 but if our 
native courage did not do it, we 
might learn from the example of 
Other wife and powerful nations, 
never to defpond in any circum- 
flances j but to expert the happy 
effefts of fortitude even in the 
moft adverfe fituations. Nor, in 
truth, was the heterogeneous con- 
federacy formed againft us, al- 
though undoubtedly in a very 
high degree powerful, by any 
means fo tremendous and alarm- 
ing as was reprefented and ima- 
gined. Befides the . principles of 
difunion, and many other faults 
common to all confederacies, this 
was compofed of powers, which, 
in the nature of things, were the 
moft unlikely, if not utterly in- 
capable of coalefcing, for any 
continuance, with cordiality, that 
ever were, or that poffibly could 
be brought together. The Spa- 
niards had the ftrongeft natural 
averfion, cherifhed by the accumu- 
lated prejudices of all ages, both 
to the people and country of 
France. And could it be fup- 
pofed or believed, that the Pro- 
teftant republicans of North Ame- 
rica, who were more zealoufly 
attached to their religious and po- 
litical principles than perhaps any 
other civilized people, and who 
were fighting againft their parent 
country and their own blood for 
[K] 4 liberty. 
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liberty , fhould enter into a cordial arts had heretofore produced an 
friendfliip and tailing bands of the opinions and dilpofition of 
union with a Roman Catholic and the people, the general cry now 
deipotic power, which having en- was, “ Peace with America, and 
flaved its own people, would not “ war, vigorous war, with our 
afford the word liberty a place in “ natural enemies it remained 
its dictionaries. We fhould then to be (een, whether the minitiers 
ftrike at the whole confederacy, had influence enough in that houfe, 
and not at this part or that fe- to enable them ftill to carry on the 


parately, until the vigour of our American war, to the entire ruin, ' 
efforts, operating upon its own and contrary to the exprefs lenfe of \ 
principles of diflolution, had (ha- the nation. « 

ken the whole fabric to pieces. But we are told that our Ame- f 

On the other fide it wAs ob- rican affairs are now in a much i 
ferved, that there was every year more flourifhing and profperous 
a new reafon, for continuing the condition than they have been at 
American war; firft, it was ne- any time fince the affair at Sa- 
ceflary to fend troops to deliver ratoga ; and that the fplendid vie- ■ 
the men of property and confe- tory obtained at Camden, is to J 
quence on that continent from the decide the fate of that continent. ‘ 
tyranny of the mob; afterwards This, faid they, has been the ^ 
to deliver the lower ranks from conflant language, at every gleam 1 
the oppreflion of the upper, and of fuccefs, ever fince the com* H 
particularly of the congrefs ; and mencement of the wAr. It is in- 
now we are called upon to deliver deed true, that our fueceffes in that J 
both from the thraldom in which time have been fplendid and nu* ■ 
they were held by France. Such merous, and that our officers and ■ 
were the vain and empty delufions troops have, upon various occa- f 
by which, year after year, the fionfe, obtained great honour; hut < 
nation had been led through all how far have we, upon the whole, i 
the calamity, lols, danger, and been gainers by thefe advantages ? i 
, difgrace, of this ruinous war. Boflon was, in the beginning, ^ 
The infatuation of the minivers exchanged for New York. The , 
was now evidently as firong, for redu6tion of that capital, the vie- - 


its continuance, as it had been in 
the beginning ; and they feemed 


tory at Long I Hand, that at the J 
Brandy Wine, and the taking of | 


to think the parliament and na- Philadelphia (the leat of congrefs. 


tion to be as blind and as infatu- 
ated as they were themfelves. 


and the capital of America), were * 
all, in their refpe&ive day, ob- [ 


The laft parliament had, like je&s of the greateft triumph, and -I 


other the mod abandoned Tinners, 
in its dying agonies, con felled the 
caufe of its corruption and profl i- 
gacy ; this day would afford a de- 
monflration, whether the fatal and 
corrupt influence then acknow- 
ledged, had extended to the pre- 
fent. Whatever effect minifferial 


each held out, as leading to fuc- ■ 
cefles ftill more fplendid, which } 
mnft neceffarily decide the fate • 
of that continent. There will not 
be the faee of a rebel feen in all 
North America, was the Conflant 
language of thofe times. It would 
be unneceflary to particularize the 

real 
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real eonfequences of thefe fuc- that a&ion afforded a direft proof, 
eeifes ; or to make any comment that the majority of the Ameri- 
upon the abandoning of Philadd- cans (as had been fo frequently 
phia, or the danger which attend- and confidently aflerted by the 
ed the retreat. Another fource of minifters) were not friendly to 
confidence is -offered to us in the this country j but, on the contra- 
cxchange of • Rhode Itland, the ry, that they were almoft univer- 
veiy beft' winter harbour in all fall v attached to the caufe of con- 
North America, for Charles grefs. For no fooner had General 
Town, the capital of South Qaro- ,Gates appeared among the Caro- . 
lina. Let thofe expert in fuch linians, than thofe very men 
calculations determine on which flocked to his ftandard, who had 
fide the balance lies. But the taken the oaths to ourgovemment, 
glorious victory at Camden is now carrying with them the arras that 
to make up for every thing, and to were put into their hands by our 
revive all our former molt fan- general ; a circumftance which 
guine hopes and illulions. But reduced him to the unhappy ne- 
if we found our judgment on ana- ceflity of putting fuch of them 
logy or experience, are we not ra- as were taken to death. But the 
thertoconfider it as the forerunner very fame neceffity which obliged 
of fame fatal dil'after? What could the general, contrary to his difpo- . 
be more fplend id or flattering than fition, to recur to a6ts of terror, 
the luccels at Ticonderago ? Yet excludes any reliance in the aftec- 
that was followed by the lofs of tion of that people againft whom 
the whole army. Have we le(« they were necelfary. 
reaibn now, than we had at that It was acknowledged, that great 
time, to expect fuch a reverfe advantages might be derived from 
of fortune as then happened ? the late fuccefs obtained by the 
The conlequence of our fuccefs good condu6t and gallantly of 
at Charles Town, was the laying Lord Cornwallis and his army. 
Lord Cornwallis under a necelfity It might be made the foundation 
of putting all to the hazard, by of an honourable and happy peace, 
encountering a great fuperiority Let minifters, faid the oppofition, 
of force at Camden. The merit feize and improve, the advantage, 
and honour of that action lie and they will deferve and receive 
entirely with the general and his the thanks and applaule of their 
army ; but what are we to fay to, country. But have they given us 
or to expe& from thofe condu6tors the fm all eft hopes of fuch a dif- 
of the war, who laid him under pofition ? On the contrary, faid - 
'that dangerous neceflky, which they, does not the fpeech itfelf, 
renders his victory a miracle ? or and does not the propofed addrefs, 
if fuch confequences are the na- which is its echo, prove to the 
tnral and inevitable refult of Gur convi&ion of this houfe, that they 
fucceifes on that continent, with are determined to purfue the war 
what hope, or to what end, is the to the utmoft ? They dare not give 
War continued ? it up. They muft at all events 

They obferved farther, that a ca- carry it on. And its unpopula- 
kmitou$ circumftance attending rity, and that only, is the tenure ¥ 

by 
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T>y which they hold their places. 
To that object therefore were all 
others facrificed. It was upon that 
account that, raw new-raifed regi- 
ments, under inexperienced offi- 
cers, Were fent to periffi, not in 
detail, but by whole columns, on 
the Weft-India fervice, whilft the 
veterans, who were proof to all 
climates and feafons, were kept in 
America. 

It would feem to have been ra- 
ther pleafantly than ferioully laid, 
on the other fide, that Great Bri- 
tain Banding fmgly, and without 
an ally, in the war, had great ad- 
vantages over the powerful confe- 
deracy which was formed again ft 
her. If the dodtrine had been 
true, this nation muft undoubted- 
ly at prefent be the moft flourifh- 
ing in the univerfe, for ftie is pro- 
bably the only one in that pre- 
dicament. It feems, however, to 
have been ferioufty advanced, by 
the fubfequent allufions to the 
league of Cambray, and to the 
confederacy againft Lewis XIV. 
neither of which can in» any de- 
gree apply in the prefent inftance. 
It was common danger, diftrefs, 
and a participation of interefis, 
that chiefly endeared nations, as 
well as individuals, to one an- 
other; and this tie, for the prefent, 
united the French and Americans 
in the clofeft friendfhip. But if 
we held out to America a feparate 
intereft, and that accompanied 
with fuch fecurity, as fhould re- 
move all ideas of a common dan- 
ger, it was confiftent with ex- 
perience, and the ufual courle of 
things, to expert that we might 
diflolve the friendfhip, and have 
an opportunity of l'uccefsfully 
treating with her. Indeed, with- 
out alcribing to the Americans 
y unufual degree either of gra- 
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titude or perfidy, and confidefing 
them merely as men, whofe con- 
du6t, like that of all others, 
would naturally be governed by 
a mixture of both reafon and paf- 
fion, it was fairly to, be prefumed, ’ 
that by fuch a courfe, and by ab- 
ftaining from offenfive hoftilities 
againft them, they might ftill be 
detached from the caul'e of the 
houfe of Bourbon. 

What would be the confequence, 
they afked, of withdrawing the 
troops from America? American 
independence undoubtedly. Would 
this be a meansof obtaining peace? 
— it cannot be denied. Could the 
troops fubdue America, if they 
flayed there ?— it is not even 
hoped. Can the American war 
be given up without her being 

independent ? certainly not. 

Can peace be obtained upon any 
other terms than American inde- 
pendence? — the minifters know it 
cannot. If thefe things are fo 
(and they cannot be controverted), 
the minifters are wafting the blood 
and treafure of this country with- 
out an obje6t. 

They totally denied, that our 
affairs in America were now in 
a better fituation than they had 
been at any time fince the conven- 
tion of. Saratoga ; and infilled that 
we were now, in all refpe6ts, In 
infinitely worfe circumftances : but 
without wafting time, they faid, 
in confidering the comparative 
value of polls, or the relative 
ftrength of armies, are we not 
more than forty millions worfe,, 
through the mere expenedj of the 
war, than we were at that period ? 
and has not the failure of our com- 
merce, and the exhaufture of ou^ 
refources, been in a ftill greater 
proportion ? 

livery military man, they fatd^ 

had 
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had known, from the time of the 
affair of Trenton, that all attempts 
to fubdue America were fo many 
firuitlefs proftitutions of blood and 
treafure, for that the matter was 
altogether impra&icable. Is it 
then wife or prudent, faid they, 
for this houfe to pledge itfelf pre- 
cipitately by an addrefs to the 
farther fupport and continuance 
of that ruinous and impra6\icable 
war* Let us on the contrary atTure 
his majefty, and declare to all the 
world, that though we will not 
longer purfue a meafure ot folly 
and ruin, we {hall afford every 
poftble fupport to his arms, when 
dire&ed againft their proper ob- 
jeft, the houfe of Bourbon. Let 
that houfe defervedly feel every 
exertion of our force, and every 
effed of our refentment. So far 
the amendment went, and no 
farther ought they to bind them- 
felves. 

Some mifcellaneous matter was 
drawn in, particularly by Mr. 
Fox and Col. Fitzpatrick, who 
animadverted greatly on feveral 
circumftances relative to the late 
diflolution, as well as to the ge- 
neral ele6tion. The former ob- 
fenred, that the fpeech began with 
*fformg them that his majefty 
wiflted to know the fenfe of his 
people, and the fame paragraph 
Contained the greateft mocker/ 
and' inful t upon the people, by 
telling them that he hoped to re- 
ceive the information he wiftied 
for, through the medium of the 
fote elections. Were thofe elec- 
tions, faid he, free ? Was the dif- 
folotion .previoufly announced, or 
the time of it properly chofen ? 
He hoped to God thele circum- 
tances would become the obje6t of 

coquiiy in that houfe, and that 


it might be known which of the 
king’s fervants it was, who had 
dared to advife his majefty to dif- 
folve his parliament, at that par- 
ticular time that the dilfolution 
took place 5 at a time when mod 
gentlemen were taken by furprize. 
Indeed, for himfelf, he knew the 
minifters too well, to be furprized 
if it had taken place in the midft 
of the harveft, or at whatever mo- 
ment was the mod prejudicial to 
the people, or the mod unfavour- 
able to the freedom of election. 
As it was, it took place when the 
majority of that houfe, efpecially 
of thofe who ^ had uniformly op- 
pofed and reprobated the mad and 
deftm£tive meafures of minifters, 
were in camp, and at confiderable 
diftance from the places they re- 
prefented; fo that the minifters, 
inftead of confulting the wifties of 
the people, and inftead of render- 
ing the event as little injurious as 
poflible tb the internal peace and 
quiet of the kingdom, had taken 
pains to render the diflolution of 
parliament as great and calamitous 
an evil as could have happened. 

He particularly condemned the 
mini (try for the unconftitutional 
ufe they had made of the army. 
The military, he faid, was a force 
at all times inimical to liberty, 
and therefore it behoved every 
Englilhman to watch the army 
with a jealous eye. A few months 
flnce, perhaps, the delicate fitua* 
tion of affairs made it wifer to ac- 
quiefce in a queftionable meafure, 
than to hazard the appearance of 
countenancing the infurre&ion, by 
calling in queftion the means ufed 
to fupprefs it ; but now the occa- 
fion was over, conftitutional con- 
ftderations muft take theft turn. 
He then proceeded to reprehend 
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the minifters in the mod pointed 
terms, for having dared to fend 
orders to officers in all the towns of 
the kingdom, as well in thofe 
where there had not been the 
fmalleft pronenefs to tumult, as 
in thofe where it had entirely fub- 
fided, and that quiet was perfect- 
ly reftored, giving them power to 
a6t at difcretion, without the au- 
thority of the civil magiftrate. 
Thefe orders, he faid, had not 
been recalled, till almoft every 
election was over ; and he repre- 
fented it as an alarming violence 
to the conftitution, and a ntea- 
fure which called loudly for par- 
liamentary enquiry. 

He likewife arraigned the mi- 
ni ftcrs in terms of the utmoft feve- 
rity, for the infult which, he faid, 
had been offered to the navy, and 
the prejudice done to tbfct fervice 
by the late appointment of Sir 
Hugh Pallifer to the government 
of Greenwich hofpital. A fubjeCt 
upon which he feemed to exhauft 
all his powers of cenfurc. 

The original addrefs was at 
length carried upon a divifion, by 
a majority of 212, to 130 who 
fupported the amendment. 

The addrefs in the houfe of lords 
was moved for, *on the day that 
the fpeech from the throne was 
delivered, by the Earl of Weft- 
moreland. An amendment was 
moved ‘by the Marquis of Car- 
marthen, which, like that in the 
houfe of commons, went to Ihe 
omiffion of the greater part of the 
addrefs. The debate was neither 
long nor interefting ; and the ori- 
ginal addrefs was carried upon a 
divifion, by a majority of 68 to 
23 . It was obferved as a fingula- 
rity upbn this occafion, and was 
afterwards commented upon in 


more places than one, that thtf 
moderation and virtue of not tak- 
ing advantage of the opportunity 
afforded by the late riots, to upite 
the arms of an enraged populace 
with thofe of the military, and 
apply both to the overthrow of the 
conftitution of this country, and 
the deftruCtion of the liberties and 
rights of the people, according to 
the example a few year* fince 
let by the prince in a northern 
kingdom, were grounds ' of great 
acknowledgement and thanks to 
the fbvereign. 

Upon the refolution ^ . 

in the Committee of fup- * 
ply, that 91,000 feamen, includ- 
ing marines, fhould be voted for 
the fervice of the enfuing year, 
Mr. Fox, after declaring his af- 
fent, pledged himfelf to the houfe 
that he would, after the* holidays, 
move for thedifmiffion of the Earl 
of Sandwich, and afterwards for 
bringing him to condign punilh- 
ment, and gave notice that he 
fhould found thefe motions on two 
different caufes j — the firft for ad- 
vifing his majefty to promote Sir 
Hugh Pallifer to the government 
of Greenwich hofpital y — and the 
fecond for the ffiameful negleft of 
the navy during that nobleman’s 
adminiftration. 

A vote of thanks to Sir ^ 
Fletcher Norton, the late 2 
fpeaker, for liis conduct in that 
office, being moved for by Mr. 
Townffiend, and fupported by the 
oppofition in general, met with 
great refiftance on the court fide, 
and brought out confiderable de- 
bate, although the minifters them* 
felves’took no dire& part. It was, 
however, carried on a divifion, by 
a majority of 136 to 96. Several 
of the new members took a partin 
oppofing 
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•ppofing the vote of thanks ; upon 
this occafion Lord North went 
with the oppofition upon the divi- 
sion. 

, In a few days after, the 
^ ' thanks of the houfe of corn- 
mans were voted to Generals Sir 
Henry Clinton, Earl Cornwallis, 
and Admiral Arbuthnot, for the 
eminent and very important fcr- 
vices performed by them, particu- 
larly by the redu£tion of Charles 
Town, and by the late mod glo- 
rious victory obtained at Camden. 

Several of the eftimates, parti- 
cularly thofe of the army, had, as 
ufual in the courfe of this war, at 
different times produced much de- 
bate, complaint, and altercation, 
in the cdmmittee of iupply. Se- 
veral motions were made by the 
oppofition for papers and returns, 
intended to afford an exact know- 
ledge of the date of the forces em- 
ployed on foreign fervice at certain 
given periods, which they fup- 
pofed, or faid, did not approach fo 
near the prefent time, as to render 
the communication capable of any 
ill confequence ; but from which 
they intended to fhew how far fhort 
the real number o^effeCtive troop.; 
was at thole periods, from that 
which was dated on paper, and 
paid for by the nation. Some of 
thefe were rejected, and others 
agreed to. The old argument 
was again frequently recurred to, 
of the mifehief or danger of afford- 
ing information to the enemy $ 
and it was attempted to be thrown 
into ridicule by afking, if it was 
fuppofcd that Gen. Walhington 
wanted any information at that 
time, as to the date and condition 
of Sir Henry Clinton’s army 
twelve months before ? 

The appointment of Sir Hugh 


Pallifer to the government of 
Greenwich hofpital, and his tak- 
ing his feat in the houfe as mem- 
ber for Huntingdon, were tho 
means of bringing out, if not the 
mod interefting debate, at lead 
the longed, and by far the mod 
angiy dilculfion, which took place 
before the recefs. We have little 
inclination to enter deeply into a 
matter wherein perfonal refent- 
ment, with the defire of fupport- 
ing a favourite of government, 
might welf be fuppofed among 
the principal operative motives on 
both tides 5 and which is be (idea 
of no other moment now perhaps 
to the public, than merely the 
knowledge anting from it as an 
hidorical faCt. It is, however, 
necedary, to take fuch a view of 
the fubjeCt in this part, as will il- 
ludrate and explain the fubfe- 
queift debates and tranfaCtions of 
which it was productive. 

We have already leen- the no- 
tice given by Mr. Fox of his in- 
tended motion, relative to the ap- 
pointment of Sir Hugh Pallifer to 
his government ; and it was fup- 
pofed that avowal of a direCt at- 
tack, was a motive with the other 
fide in accelerating that gentle*- 
man’s introduction to the houfe of 
commons, in order that he might 
there perfonally fupport his own 
caiife, and in a hope that his pre- 
fence might check thats tor rent of 
inveCtive and cenfure, which the 
miniders knew they fliould other- 
wife fudain upon his account. His 4 
intended appearance in the houfe. 
on the day that the naval eftimates 
were to be laid before the com- 
mittee was known, and a perfonal 
quarrel between him and Mr. Foie 
was expeded to be the confe- 
quence.. - 
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Mr. Fox was accordingly the 
principal aflailant, and the mini- 
iter himfelf flood foHh as the able 
champion for the new governor. 
The difeuflion was renewed on 
the following day, upon bringing 
up the report from the committee; 
and the attack was fupported at 
different times, by Mr. Thomas 
Townfhend, Admiral Keppel, Sir 
Robert Smith, Mr. Sawbridge, 
the Earl of Surrey, and Mr. John 
Townfhend. The brunt of the 
defence lay with the minifter, and 
Sir Hugh Pallifer himfelf. Nei- 
ther the admiralty lords, nor thofe 
court members who ufually fpoke 
upon other occafions, taking any 
part on the prefent. But the no- 
ble lord at the head of affairs was 
in himfelf an hofl. 

•p. , The field was opened 

eC# ^ * by Mr. Thomas Townl- 
hend, who, with much cenfure 
upon the admiralty, particularly 
with refpe6t to the officers, whom 
they did, and did not employ, 
obferved, that in granting away 
fuchvaft fums of their conftituents* 
money, it was highly neceffary 
they fhould enquire int© the caufes 
of fuch pernicious and ruinous 
condu6t ; and to know why, in 
this leafon of great public exigen- 
cy and danger, the nation was 
deprived of the fervices and pro- 
felfional abilities of fuch men, as 
the admirals, Keppel, Lord Howe, 
Sir Robert Harland, Pigot, Camp- 
bell, and Barrington ? He faid, 
that wherever this evil originated, 
thecaufe muftbe removed, in order 
to reftore fpirit and unanimity to 
the navy, and to give vigour and 
effe6t to its operations. The fate 
of the nation, he faid, depended" 
oti the remedy of this evil; and 
nothing lefs than that, along with 
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a due diftribution of rewards and 
punifhments, could poffibly re- 
cover our antient naval renown, ■ 
and revive that noble fpirit which 
had rendered us invincible at fea. 
-—Sir Robert Smith, in treating 
the do&rine of rewards and punifh- , 
ments, obferved, that it was not ' 
the hulks of fhips, nor their guns, ! 
that conflituted the flrength of the 
navy ©f England ; it was the high 
fenfe of honour; and the intrepid 
fpirit of the officers and men ; and 
when thefe were’ damped the navy 
was ruined. 

This idea was adopted by Mr. 
Fox, and applied with the utmoft 
feverity to the late promotion ; re- i 
prefenting as the higheft infult ’ 
which could be offered to the na- ■ 
vy, and the greateft ftigma that i 
could be affixed to^ the fervice, 
that a perfon convi&ed of having 
preferred a falfe and malicious ac- 
cufation againft his fuperior offi- 
cer, and who was barely acquitted 
by a court martial, upon charges 
exhibited againfl himfelf, on that 
very occafion which he had made 
the ground of his accufation, 
fhould be promoted to a poft of | 
diftin6tion, of honour, and of pro- j 
fit, which had heretofore been j 
held by men of the firft naval j 
merit, and which was in fa6l in- 
tended as an honourable retreat 
and reward to thofe who had ef- 
fentially ferved their country. He 
did not, he faid, blame the perfon j 
who accepted that place; it was j 
the firft lord of the admiralty who 
was alone to blame, and whofe 
condu£t in it ought to be the fub- t 
je6l of their enquiry. When it 
had been formerly faid in that I 
houfe, at the time that the accu- 
fation was firft preferred againft 
Admiral Keppel, that the accufer 
x was 
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was only the inftrument, and that hood, and guilty not merely of 
the admiralty .were the principals ; notorious but of recorded t reach - 
that it was they who fuggefted, ery ! This was the reafon, the 
who prompted, and who fpurred true, the only reafon. Every friend 
on the accufation ; the charge was to his country muft therefore with, 
then ftrongly denied on the part that this bar to the fervices of 
of that board. But what will the thofe diftinguifhed officers might 
navy, what will the nation now be removed 5 and that was his 
think, when they fee the accufer own motive for the enquiry which 
rewarded by that very board with * he propofed after the holidays 5 an 
a place of high honour, of great enquiry, he faid, which \yas eflen- 
emolument } tial to the navy, and to the pub- 

He afked, what had been the lie. 
aceufer’s own fenfe of his conduft Lord North declared, that he 
at the time ; had he not abdicat- did not care how foon the threat- 
edhis feat in parliament ? Had ened enquiry was brought on ; he 
be not refigned his feat at the ad- was ready to meet it fully and 
nliralty board ? Had he not (to frankly, to join iffue with the ho- 
borrow a phrafe already ufed in nourable gentleman, and to go 
the debate) made a difereet re- into an inveftigation of the merits 
treat from public notice ? Were without referve. As to that fen- 
not’ thefe teftimonials, and even tence of a court martial which 
tacit acknowledgements of his -pronounced, that the perfon who 
guilt ? The diferetion of that re- . preferred a charge againtl Mr. 
treat produced its effeft, in* pre- Keppel, was a falfe and malicious 
venting fome of the * meafures accufer, he fhould only for the 
•which that houfe were on the prefent oblerve, what he had hcre- 
pomt of purfuing, and which tofore, and fhould again fay more 
would now have added to the at large, that the court martial 
ftanding records of its fenfe of «the was convened for the purpofe ot 
tranfadtiom The caufe had been trying Mr. Keppel, and not Sir 
aiked in the prefent debate, why Hugh Pallifer; they had a regu- 
ihfr great officers, then named, lar charge fubmitted to their con- 
-WWe not now in the adtive fervice fideration and dccifion againft the 
of their country $ and a noble one, and they had no charge what- 
lotd on the other fide, had attri- ever before them againit the other } 
bated this unfortunate, circum- in pronouncing therefore fentence 
fiance to private motives. But upon the motives, of the accufer, 
tile real motives, he faid, were they had exceeded the line of 
Weft, known to his honourable their jurifdidtion, and had con- 
tend who propofed the queltion, demned a man unheard, without 
ad were indeed within the know- any form of trial, and without be- 
:Wge of thofe who were the leait .ing permitted to enter upon his 
Bwjtrmed in public affairs. The defence. 

Tcafon was, thefe great charac- . As to the late promotion of Sir 
to could not ferve with confi- . Hugh Pallifer, which was held 
dance or fafety, under an admini- put as the principal ground of the 
fitotion guilty of cpnvi&ed faU?- propofed . enquiry, the charge, he 

faid. 
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faid, was not to be dire&ed fblely 
againft the firft lord of the admi- 
ralty, for he avowed his own full 
(hare in the tranfa&ion 3 faid, that 
others of the king’s lervants were 
likewife concerned, and that he 
was' ready to defend and fupport 
the meafure in that houfe, when- 
ever it fhould be agitated. The 
honourable gentleman had dwelt 
much upon the fentence of the 
court martial which tried Sir Hugh 
Pallifer, and inferred, that it a- 
mounttd only to a bare acquittal. 
He faw the matter in a very dif- 
ferent point of view. What were 
the words of the former part of it? 
— “■ That the court having taken 
tf the whole of the evidence into 

coufideration, both on thfc part 
“ of the profecution, as well as 
€€ in favour of the prifoner, were 
4e of opinion, fo far from the con- 
“ du& of Sir Hugh Pallifer be- 
u ing reprehenfible on the 27 th 
” and 28th of July, that in many 
€t parts thereof, it appeared ex- 
u emplary and highly merito- 
€t rious.” 

If he underftood the meaning of 
the word meritorious, according 
to its true acceptation, it fignified 
in this inftance, that an officer 
whofe condu6l had been deolared, 
after a moft ftridt fcrutiny, to have 
been highly meritorious, was an 
officer who deferved reward ; and 
that exemplary conduct meant fuch 
conduct as was a proper example 
for other officers to follow, and a 
fit objeft for' imitation. - Under 
this, which appeared to him to be 
the true and natural reading of the 
fentence. Sir Hugh Pallifer was 
undoubtedly an object of reward, 
and after his condudt had been de- 
clared highly meritorious and 
exemplary, adminifkation would 


have been criminally culpable, u 
they had negle&ed to give him ! 
fuitable reward. 

He called upon gentlemen pan* , 
ticularly to recolleS the peculiar j 
ci ream fiances that rendered Sir \ 
Hugh Pallifer** acquittal more 
than commonly honourable tofciro) 
Let them call to mind the arts 
that were ufed to fet the public ia 
a flame againft him previous to hb 
trial ; and the pains that were tak* 
en to run him down, to render him , 
the obje& of univerfal indignation} 
and that thefe endeavours were at 
length fo fuccefsful, that he be* 1 
came an obje£t of commiferation , 
and pity even with fome benevo- 
lent gentlemen of the oppofitioo, 
who humanely did not wifh that 1 
he fhould' be brought to a trial, 
under fuch a load of public odium 
and prejudice. Anddet it alfo fat i 
recollected that it was under thefe 
circumftanccs, that, confcious of ■ 
his innocence, he boldly demand- - 
ed, and perfevered in his applica- 
tions for a trial, which was brought 1 
on entirely at his own requei. 
And muft not every difpafijonite . 
man, every impartial reader of the 
fentence, confider fuch an acquRfr I 
tal, in fuch circumstances, as the j 
moft honourable poflible teftimo- I 
nial to the character of an officer ^ 1 

And could the kings minifters do j 
lefs, confidently with their duty, j 
than to pay a proper attention to 
fuch fufterings, and to follow up 1 
the danger of being purified bf 1 
fuch an ordeal, with reward, and 
with honour? ' J 

He feemed to make veiy ligfa* ! 
of many fine founding wonb, 
which, he faid, had been ufed ] 
againft adminiflration 3 but which 
unfortunately wanted truth f<* 
their fupport. And as to the enu- 
merated 
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fnerated lift of officers, wfiofe fer- be. deemed a falfe and maliciou# 
vices were faid to be withholden, accufer'. ’ 

through their want, of confidence Several parts of the new govei*- 
ia the good faith or honefty of ad- nor’s detail, and particularly the 
miniftration, furely, if the fa& charges which he made againft the 
were real, minifters could be confi- court martial that tried Mr. Kep- 
dered as no better than bedlamites, pel, were examined and continent- 
if they employed men who held ed upon by that Admiral, Mr. Fox, 
fiich opinions. and others j but by none with 

Sir Hugh Pallifer read a long, greater ability, or fo much feve- 
and feemingly laboured, manufcript rity, as by Mr. John Townfliend. 
defence of his conduit. It held out The minifters arguments and po- 
the bittereft complaints, and teem- fitkms were likewife replied to and 
"with inveitive, againft the con- examined ; and the new conftruc- 
dij&of Admiral Keppel, of the court tion which he put upon part of the 
Martial by which he had been* ac- fentence of one court martial, 
quitted, of that powerful party by the adroitnefs with which he palled 
which he had been himfelf over- over the unfavourable part of the 
btyiie, and of Mr. Fox in parti- fame, and the little attention he 
oflar. He charged all his mis- paid to the fentence of ^mother, 
fortunes and oppreffions to the were all refpeitively brought into 
power, and to the malevolent obfervation. ‘ 

perfeeution of that party, which The matter being brought up on 

feepied (till to be in as full vigour the following day, Sir Robert 
as ever. He cathechized Mr. Fox Smith moved, that a copy of the 
with h great number of interroga- minutes of the trial and fentence 
* m, relative to the pra&ice of of tfie court martial held for the 
the courts in cafes of high treafon, trial bf Vice Admiral Sir Hugh 
.an;! others, of parliament, in cer- Pallifer, fhould he laid before the 
tth r cafes, and of courts martial houfe. The Earl of Surrey fe- 
hjrtei and land. He claimed me- conded the motipfr, and among 
nt froin his moderation, in re- other reafons for it obferVed, that 
m&uug for fo long a time a filent as the vice admiral had on the 
fujfefer, rather than to increafe preceding day thought proper to 
the popular difcontents, and the read to the houfe a long narrative, 
fiffintions of the navy, by at- the greateft part of which was cal- 
iegrpting to oppofe a party, which culated to arraign the juftice of 
he iwinowledged was too ftrong the court martial which had ac- 
fcr hip to contend with. He de- quitted Admiral Keppel, and 
cfattd, that he conftdered his ac- which bad cenfured his accufer, 
quitfal as the moft honourable cir- he faw clearly, that no’ man of 
cumflance of his life ) and he fiat- honour in the fervice, would b$ 
tered liimfelf, that if the houfe fafe in doing his duty as mem- 
Should think an enquiry into the her of a court martial in' future, 
two courts martial neceffary, he if an enquiry tvas not immediate- 
jhgfcld not, when that enquiry was ly made into the bufinefs. The 
&t», if it were fairly gone into, prefent motion would open the 
Vol. XXIV. [*L] : way 
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way to that enquiry. He a£ted 
fblely for the fake of juftice. He 
was much averfe to any retrofpefl: 
into mattere, which had already 
produced fo much mifcbief to the 
fervice, and of eourfe to the coun- 
try | but fince piinifters had, by 
^raging the vicf admiral forward, 
given occafion for reverting to 
pall tranfa&ions, be thought the 
whole fhould be felly enquired 
into ; at the fame time declaring, 
that be fhould govern himfelf en- 
tirely by what appeared to be the 
truth, when the bufinefs was lifted 
to the bottom. If it fhould ap- 
pear that the court martial was 
warranted in pronouncing the 
Sentence which they had palled, 
he fhould give his vote for parting 
a cenfure on the vice admiral, 
who had thus publicly arraigned 


their juftice 5 if on the other 
hand, it fhould come out, that 
the vice admiral's complaints were 
founded, and that the court mar- 
tial had denied him juftice, he 
fhould fepport any proceeding 
againft the members of that court, 
which the houfe fhould think pro- 
per to adopt.— The motion was 
agreed to. 

An uoufually early D 6tb 
recefs took place. The ° 
Houfe of Commons adjourned on 
the fallowing day to the twenty- 
third of January. 

No public burtnefs of any con- 
fequence was tranfa&ed in the 
Houfe of Lords before the real?. 
That houfe adjourned on the 
27th of November, to the 2$ ft of 
January. 


CHAP. 


IX. 


Declaration of war agahtfi Holland , and hq/iilities commenced. Me figt 
from tie throne. Debates on the Dutch war. Addrefs waved SyfH 
mn$/kr. Amendment moved by Lord John Cavendifh. The amendment 
reje&ed upon a imfion,fecond amendment by Lord Mahon receded, mi 
the original addrrfs puffed. Addrefs maced far in the Houfe of Lord* 
by Lord Stormont ; and an amendment by the Duke of Richmond. Un- 
% fually late debate. Amendment rejefted on a dkifion. Two PrettfU, 
Mr. Tax's motion relative to the appointment of Sir Hugh Pallffer to 
the government of Greenwich Hqfpital. Amendment moved by the *0- 
and after much debate carried upon a dvcifum. Mr. Fox's ewh 
Judmg mqtion evaded, by moving for the order qf the day. India of 
fairs. Complaints aga'mfi the /upreme judicature of Bengal. Two pt* 
titiovs front India; one, from the governor general and council at Cal- 
cutta ; the other, from the Britijh J'uljeds refidmg in Bengal, Mahqr, 
and Qriffa. Select committee of fifteen baUotted far, to exqmme th 
grounds of the petitions. 


O N th« aoth of December, 
1780, the manifefto and de- 
claration of war againft Holland 
was iffiied at St. James's. In that 
piece the Hates general are charg- 
ed with departing, through the 


prevalence of a faction devoted to 
France, from thofe wife principle* 
which ufed to govern the repulfe 
and following the di&ates of 
court 5 with having adopted a po* 
licy deftrudtive ot the friendmip 
which 
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which .had fo long fubfifted be- 
tween the two nations, and which 
was fp effential to the interefts of 
both. 

The circum {lances of complaint 
and refentment are then enumerat- 
ed. The inattention to the friend- 
ly negociations propofed by the 
Brithh ambaffador. — Their not 
fulfilling the mutual and perpetual 
defenfire engagements folemniy 
eftabhfbed- between both nations, 
and not even giving an anfwer to 
the repeated demands on that fub- 
je&.— —The total contempt of 
thole treaties (hewn, in their ready 
promife to our enemies of obferv- 
ing a neutrality.— Their giving 
every fecret affiftance to the enemy, 
wkrfft they withheld from us the 
fuccours which they were bound to 
fawib^And their taking off the 
inland duties^ for the foie purpofe 
rf facilitating the carriage of na- 
>al {lores to France.— The protec- 
tion affiwdqd to the American pi- 
tak, Paul Jones, and the priva- 
tes of our enemies in general ; 
Old the endeavours of their fub- 
in concert with the French, 
h> raife up enemies to England in 
Indies. 

Bat the principal force and acu- 
men of the manifefto, feemed to 
he dire died againft the city and 
JVIgiftrftey of Amilerdam, and 
-Ipmfl their penfionary Van Ber- 
H on account of the lately dif- 
eoaerqf treaty with the Ameri- 
cas 5 the, refentment being only 
ftcopdary to the ftates general, 
fcr their not immediately puniffi- 
ing that violation of public faith, 
aw, national infult to Great Bri- 
tain. All the foregoing caufes of 
Cmplaint, fo inconfiflent with all 
food faith, and fo repugnant, as 
U was laid, |o the feme of the 
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wifeft part of the Dutch nation, 
are accordingly aferibed to the 
prevalence of threading magi- 
flrates of that city ; and it is will- 
ed, from a regard to the Dutch 
nation at large, that it were poffir 
ble to dire6l thofe meafures of pub- 
lic refentment and juftice which 
were now to be purfued, wholly 
againft Amilerdam ; but this, it is 
obferved, cannot be, unlefs the 
Bates general will immediately de- 
clare, that that city fkall, upon 
this occafion, receive no affiftance 
from them, but be left to abide the 
confequences of its aggreffion. 

In the midft, however, of all 
the anger attending a rupture with 
old friends, a door for future ac- 
commodation is opened towards 
the end of the manifefto. After 
obferving, that whilft Amfterdam 
is fuffered to prevail in the general 
councils, and is backed by the 
ftrength of the ftate, it is impoffi- 
ble to refill the aggreffion of fo 
confiderable a part, without con- 
tending with the whole 5 it is then 
added — “ But we are too {enfible 
“ of the common interefts of 
“ both countries not to remem- 
u her, in the midft of fuch a con- 
“ teft, that . the only point to be 
“ aimed at by us, is to raife a 
“ difpofition in the councils of 
“ the republic, to return to their 
“ antient union, by giving us 
“ that fatisfa&ion for the r paft, 
“ and fecurity for the future, 
“ which we {hall be as ready to 
receive as they can be to offer, 
“ and to the attainment of which 
“ we {hall dire& all our opera- 
€€ tions. We mean only to pro- 
“ vide for our own fecurity, by" 
“ defeating the dangerous defigns 
r< that have been formed againft. 
“ us. We {hall ever be difpofed 
[*L] 2 “to 
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fr to return to friendfhip with the 
(< Hates general, when they fin- 
Ct cerely revert to that fyftem 
Ci which the wifdom of their an- 
ceftors formed, and which has 
“ now been fubverted by a power- 
ful fa&ion, confpiring with 
“ France againft the true interefts 
t( of the republic, no lefs than 
“ againft thofe of Great Bri- 
“ tain. 1 * 

On the fame day, general let- 
ters of niarque and reprifal were 
granted againft the Dutch, and 
their (hips in the different ports 
,\yere ordered to be (topped. The 
appearances of 'vigour and fpirit 
generally gratify" the multitude, 
who are not much difpofed to look 
forward to confequences, and are 
feldom difpleafed at any increafe 
.in the clattering of thofe arms 
from which they think thcmfelves 
fecure. Others looked forward to 
the expe&ed fpoils of a Dutch 
‘war; and a third’ fort, though of 
a very different caft from the two 
former, thought the war a right 
mealurc, upon the fuppofition, 
that Holland could do us lefs pre- 
judice in an open conteft, than as 
a lecret enemy. Many, however, 
regretted the war, not only as it 
added a new enemy to the tremen- 
dous combination already formed 
againft us, but from a perfuaiion 
of the natural connection and mu- 
tual interefts of both nations. 

' Hoifilities were foon commenced. 
The Princefs Caroline, a Dutch 
man of war of 54 guns antf 300 
men, on her way through the 
’ Channel from Amfterdam to Lif- 
bon, was taken, after a ftiort ac- 
tion, by the Bellona man of war. 
And in a few days after. Captain 
Elphinfton, in the Warwick of 50 
guns, with a crew young in Per- 
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vice (moftly prefled men, orlamk 
men), and greatly reduced in num- 
ber by the manning of fcvcral 
Dutch merchantmen, fell in with 
the Rotterdam, of equal metal 
and 300 men, which he moft gal- 
lantly attacked and took. A large 
Dutch Eaft Indiaman, outward 
bound, with a number of other 
merchant (hips, were, taken within 
a few days. 

A melfage from the throne, in- 
cluding a (hort account of the rup- 
ture with Holland, together with 
a copy of the manrfefto, and a 
number of other papers relativjto 
that event, were 1 pre- y 
fented by Lord North an * 
to the Houfe of Com- ? I# 
rfions, on the feeond day after the 
recefs. Mr. Burke took up the 
bufmefs by obferving, that how- 
ever light a war with the ftates of 
'Holland might be in the opinions 
of fome men, he had not forgot- 
ten the old fafhioned idea, th*t 
going to war was, at all events, a 
very fcrious matter ; a matter 
which nothing but great neceffity 
could juftify. And theri taking 
notice thit Peveral papers were ltifl 
wanting, which would be necef- 
Pary to the information of the 
houfe, he proceeded, that though 
for want of the proper informa- 
tion, the juftice of the war perhaps 
could not be entered upon, yet 
there were other confiderations 
well worth their attention. Cir- 
cumftanced as we were, the 
dencc and polio) of the war, were 
not lefs important points than its 
juftice. Since therefore minifby 
; by precipitating into the war, had 
reduced parliament (which they 
feemed to have adjourned for the 
very purpofe) to the alternative pf 
Purporting that war at all events, 
* Ot 
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carof becoming liable to the charge 
of abandoning the caufe of their 
country, it was incumbent on them 
to lay ample proof before the 
houfe, that the war was prudent, 
or at lead unavoidably neceitary. 

He farther added, that the pa- 
per now before them, and ttated in 
the manifello under the title of a 
treaty, was, in the exprefs terms 
of it, only the plan of a treaty, or 
the rough draught of a compact 
hereafter to be entered into be- 
tween the ^ intended contracting 
parties. He wifhed to know from 
the kings fervants, whether they 
had obtained a copy of any treaty 
actually entered into and execut- 
ed? That draught before them, 
as far as they knew, was no more 
than a fpeculative effay, a mere 
contemplative projeCt ; and there- 
fore. on the face of things, no 
jultifiable or affignable ground of 
Wility. He dwelt much upon 
thefituation of the country, which 
he rcprefented to be fuch, as re- 
quired prudence and moderation, 
udtead of hafte and violence. That 
we ought rather to diflemble and 
connive at fome real injuries, than 
by forced and conftrudlive ones, 
perhaps to create, and certainly to 
accelerate enmities. That when 
war was become as infupportable 
as peace was necefiary, it was a 
hind of madnefs to aggravate the 
one and obftrubt the other, by“ln- 
troduCing a new and powerful par- 
ty into the couteft. 

The minifter declared, that he 
confidered a war, at all times, as 
a matter of great feyioufnefs ; but 
that it was more particularly lo 
m-the prefect cafe, of entering into 
a war, that fufpended an alliance 
and friendlhip formed on that 
brpad line of jxdicy, which origi- 


nally pointed it out, and has been 
a fource of great benefit to both 
parties. That it was not there- 
fore, as hi9 majefty had declared 
in his meftage, without the deep- 
eft regret, that he felt himfelf 
under an indifpenfable necellity of 
commencing hoflilities againft the 
united ftates of Holland, who, in 
open violation of treaties, had re- 
fused to give^ Great Britain that 
afliftance, Ibe is entitled to claim 
when attacked by the houle of 
Bourbon y who had, in dire6t vio- . 
lation of the law of nations, for a , 
long time perfifted in furnifhing , 
France with warlike (tores ; and at 
length had thought proper to 
countenance the magiftracy of. 
Amfterdam in their unprecedented 
irifult upon this country, by en- 
tering into a treaty with the rebel- 
lious colonies of North America ; „ 
who were the fubjebts of a power, . 
united in the ftrifteft bands of 
amity and friendfhip with that re- 
public. He then ftated the Impu- 
tations of mutual affiftance in the 
treaties between both countries ; 
faid, that Great Britain had invio- 
lably preferved her faith at all 
times with Holland ; had, in con- 
fequence of a claim from the ftates, 
lent over tert . thoufand of her 
troops there j and (hewn herfelf 
upon every occafion ready to per- 
form all the conditions to which . 
(he had made herfelf liable. Af- 
ter which he entered into a detail 
of the provocations given to Great 
Britain, and of the more particu-T 
larly offenlive parts of the conduct 
of the liates general from the com- T 
mencement of the American re- 
bellion. 

It might well be allied, he. faid, 
why miniiters had not looney a- 
dopted ftrong meafures* upon fuc^i, 

[*L] 3 repeated 
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repeated provocations, and fo long- 
continued a violation of faith in 
refuting to fulfil the abfolute con- 
ditions of treaties, which Kad been 
fo folemnly eftablifhed and con- 
firmed ? The Only anfwer to be 
given, he faid, was, their extreme 
unwillingnefs to come to a rupture 
with Holland, and- their hope, 
that the flates would yet do juftice, 
by complying with their folemn 
obligations. They could not bring 
themfelves to imagine, that Hol- 
land could be fo blinded by any 
arts of an infidious and treacher- 
ous power, the natural enemy of 
both countries, as to abandon her 
antient, natural, and belt ally, 
and thereby her own interefts and 
fecurity, by affifting the Houfe of 
Bourbon in the unjuft war which 
they had commenced againft Great 
Britain. The Britifh miniftry had 
done all in their power to bring 
the ftates to a true fenfe of their 
intereft, and at the fame time to 
fhew them the regard and tender- 
nefs of this country for that repub- 
lic ; and when the neceffity of the 
cafe obliged them to feize on 
Dutch fliips carrying ftores to 
France, they -paid the full value 
for the cargoes, and returned -the 
ihips, fo that neither the private 
merchant, the private adventurer, 
udr the ftates, had fuffered. France 
only had felt the meafure, by her 
being deprived of that afliftance 
which tiie freights would have 
given her. 

In anfwer to Mr. Burke’s re- 
mark, that the treaty before them 
was nothing more than a contem- 
plative projeXj the minifter re^ 
plied, that it had been actually 
figned and fealed, the' names of 
the Penfionary of Amfterdara, and 
of M. de Neufville, a merchant 
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and burgefs of that city, being 
fubferibed to it on the part of that 
magiftracy, and the name of John 
Lee, as commiffioner or agent for 
the Congrefs of America; but it 
made very little difference in the 
fcale of offence, confidering the 
connexions between the two ftates, 
whether fuch a treaty was fully 
ratified and confummated, or only 
in progreffion. But to put the 
matter entirely out of queftion, it 
was only to be recoil eXed, that 
the ftates general refufed to pay 
any attention (fo far as a con- 
temptuous filence might be confi- 
dered as a refufal) to the requifi* 
tions made in his majefty’s name 
by Sir Jofeph Yorke for fatisfac- 
tion, by taking proper notice of 
the conduX of the Penfionary Van 
Berkel, and his affociates 5 and on> 
the other hand, that fo far from 
difavowing the faX, or attempt-* 
ing to palliate it, the principal 
magiftrates of Amfterdam, not 
only avowed the whole tranfac- 
tion, but gloried in it 5 and ex- 
prefsly declared, even to the ftates 
general, that what they had done, 
was what their indifpenfable duty 
required. 

He lamented, he faid, the ne- 
cefiity of a war with Holland, 
but it was an unavoidable mea- 
fure, The fituation of this conn* 
try, he acknowledged to be truly 
alarming ; but when he confider- 
ed the (land that had been already 
. made, againft the moft powerful 
confederacy that had ever „ been 
formed againft Great Britain, the 
litt]e fuccefs the enemies of this 
country* had rttet with in their va- 
rious attempts againft us, and the 
fpirit and refources of the nation, 
he confefled he could not perceive 
that gloomy and uncomfortable 
profpeft 
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profpe£t of things, which had 
been defcribed by the honourable 
gentleman who fpoke before him. 
Our difficulties were certainly 
great, but he traded they were by 
no means inluperable. He was 
neither defirous of concealing their 
idagnitude, nor afraid to meet 
them, great as they mull be ac- 
knowledged ; becaufe he was con- 
vinced, that when the force of 
Hus country was fully exerted* it 
was equal to the conteft ; and that 
the onl/ means of obtaining an 
honourable and jull peace, was to 
fhcw ourfelves capable of carrying 
on the war with fpirit and vi- 
gour. 

In taking notice of what Mr. 
Burke had laid, relative to the ad- 
journment, he declared, that it 
^fould have been Aa agreeable to 
him that the houfe had fat out the 
whole intermediate time as not; 
that the breaking out of the war 
at all, or the time of its com-. 
mcDflement, were matters by no 
means fo clear within the view of 
tfct king's fervants, as to render it 
incumbent on them to date the 
Situation of affaire to parliament, 
a reafjn for their continuing 
affisnblcd during the cudpmary 
Won of a reccfs, which, he knew, 
would for various reafons be high- 
ly iacoavcnient. The lad efficient 
twufc of the rupture, the anlwer 
of^e dates, was not received 
fiwm Sir Jofeph Yorke, until after 
4a adjournment. 

The noble lord then moved an 
ativeis of thanks for his majefty’s 
mod gracious meflage; with an 
afoance of the fincere part which 
4ey took in the concern and re- 
gNt his majedy expreflfed, for the 
unavoidable necemty of hoftile 
aNafures againd the antient friends 
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and natural allies of bis king* 
doms ; an acknowledgement, in the. 
warmed fentiments of gratitude, 
of the wifdom and moderation' of 
his conduit, in ufing every endea- 
vour with the dates general, to 
avoid proceeding to extremities: 
and the fulled aflurance that, with 
a firm and determined refolutioi^, - — 
they will fupport him againd all 
his enemies, in the profecution of 
this jud and necedary war, for the 
maintenance of the honour of his 
crown, and of the rights and in-? 

tereds of his people. The mi- 

nider clofed his motion with an 
obfervation, that the add refs was 
drawn up in language the mod 
proper for the houfe to adopt, and 
he therefore moved it. 

The motion was feconded with 
fpirit and ability by I*ord Lewif 
ham, who obferved, that the mod 
wanton wars had been undertaken 
againd Holland in thofe periods, 
when the interefts of the crown 
and of the people were diftin& 
and different in this country; 
thence, he faid in the infamous 
reign of Charles the Second, they 
had not been more frequently than 
unjuftly commenced. But in the 
prefent reign, when the intereds 
of the king and of the people 
were one and the fame, no rupture 
upon thofe principles could take 
place; and the war now com- 
menced againd Holland was fo far 
from being wanton or unjndidable^ 
that it would appear, even from 
a flight view of the condu& on 
both ddes, to be a war of unavoid- 
able neceffity on that of Great 
Britain. He attributed to the 
baneful influence of French gold, 
that treacherous conduct which he 
aferibed to the Dutch ; faid it was 
better to have to deal wkb an 
[ *L] 4 . . open 
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ripen enemy, than with a treacher- 
ous friend 5 and declared, that he 
wifhed not to live to fee that day, 
when this country fhould be oblig- 
ed to put up with thole infults, 
which her honour called upon her 
to refent. 

The apology made by the ny- 
nifter, with refpeit to the adjourn- 
ment, did not by any means Ief- 
len the feverity of oppofition on 
that fubje6t. The minifters, they 
faid, had every year fome work 
upon their hands, which they did 
not chufe to do in the face of par- 
liament. It had been their fre- 
quent praftice to fettle matters of 
the firft importance during the 
holidays, and when the houle met 
after the recefs, then to call upon 
parliament to fupport them under 
all thcf confluences of their ill 
conduct, In this manner the houfe 
bad been led into the American 
war, that fouree of all our cala- 
mities ; in this manner the treaty 
was ’ ftolen between America and 
France, without the poffibility of 
their timely interference 5 in like 
manner the minifters announced 
the French, and in the following 
year the Spanifh refcript ; and 
now they come to declare that 
they have commenced war with 
Holland, our old and our natural 
ally. 

Thus, year after year, had the 
boble lord in the blue ribbon 
come down to iriform the houfe of 
fome hew enemy 3 but in that 
whole courfe of time, he never 
once brought them the welcome 
news of our having gained a new 
ally. The prefen t minifters had 
exploded the old lyftem of conti- 
nental conne&ions 3 they abandon- 
ed the continent, and molt unfor- 
tunately, as w£ ndw experience,- 
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the continent, in return, has aban* 
donfed us. In thofe glorious and 
happy days, when our affairs were 
conducted by Whig minifters, 
and upon true Whig principles, 
we had the better half of Europe 
fighting by our fide, in pulling 
tfown the power, and humbling 
the pride of the Houfe of Bour-' 
bon. Biff where now are our 
allies? We have adopted an op* 
pofile fyftem of principles, and 
are abandoned by all the world. 
Holland, our natural, our moft 
refpeftable, and at length out on- 
ly ally, is forced into the arms of 
Bourbon. Are thefe the benefits 
for which we are to return thanks 
to the crown ? 

They denied the neceffity of the 
war with Holland. We loft Hol- 
land, faid they, by our arrogance. 
By that domineering, infolent fpi- 
rit, through which we loft Ame* 
rica, and which has united half 
Europe againft us in an armed 
neutrality. The haughty memo- 
rial of 1777, which is fo cautioufly 
kept back from the houfe by the 
minifters, they urged, was juftly 
obferved by the ftate9 general, to 
hold language not fitting to be of- 
fered to or received by any inde- 
pendent ftate. It was not poflible 
that any Hollander, who felt as 
he ought to do for the honour of 
his country, fhould riot refent 
luch a public inful t. Frafice, 
and th^ French party in Holland* 
naturally, and not unfairly, took 
the advantage of this temper. 
You fee, faid they, the treatment 
you receive from your boafted 
friends and prote6lors. Too 
much fuccefs has changed the 
nature, or perhaps only ex- 
pofed to view the real difpo- 
fition, of thofe * haughty ifland* 

ers, 
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trs. Inftead of being the affertors 
of liberty, as they fo often and fo 
vainly pretended, they are not on- 
ly endeavouring to enflave their 
own people, but they would be- 
GMhe the oppreflors and tyrants of 
mankind. If they hold this lan- 
guage, in the midft of an unfuc- 
cefeM war, to you, their old 
friends and allies, what would it 
be if they were fuccefsful ? if they 
fpcceeded in fruftrating the gene- 
rous views of France in favour of 
the Americans, and in eftablifliing 
that univerfal dominion which 
they have long had the effrontery 
to daim over the ocean ? 

T{ie reign of Charles II. they 
faid, was fufhciently infamous. 
But they thought the obfervation 
rather unlucky at the prefent time. 
We nad loft more, in a few years, 
through the prefent minifters, than 
dy the whole race of Stuarts. The 
imfchiefs brought on by the Stuarts 
were fpeedily repaired by a happy 
revolution. But the mifchiefs 
brought on by the prefent mini- 
ites are irreparable. The preva- 
lence of a faCtion in Holland was 
attributed to the influence of 
French gold j it would be happy 
if the influence of French gold, 
or, which was the fame thing, 
Efigftfh gold, operating in French 
intercity did not prevail, much 
nearer the capital of Great Britain. 
But why was not fome of that gold 
fent over to counteract the opera- 
tion of the French ? * 

The noble minifter complained, 
that the Dutch had broken the 
treaties fubflfting with this coun- 
try $ but had proper means been 
uled to induce them to abide by 
thofe treaties ? Was the noble lord 
to be informed, that treaties never 
bound any nation in oppofition to 
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ftrong paffions or intereft ? Had 
any pains been taken to keep 
thofe of Holland on our fide ? 
Was not our conduct in numerous 
inffances the direCt reverie? When 
we were throwing away the Ame- 
rican commerce, were we fo blind 
as .not to fee, that its advantages 
would be eagerly grafped at by 
other nations ? Could we imagine 
that a people, wholly commercial, 
would not looner or later follow 
the example of others, and endea- 
vour to partake of thofe advan- 
tages ? We lhould either have ta- 
ken meafures 'to provide for or to 
prevent this effeCt ; or we lhould 
have refrained from, the frantic, 
meafures which tended to produce 

it. 

They obferved, that when 
France was confidered as the molt 
formidable power in Europe, the 
nations on all fides confederated 
againft her. We ourfelves took 
the lead in that confederacy. We 
lhould have derived wifdom from 
that example, in which we had fo 
great a (hare ; and when this 
country role to an envied and 
alarming pitch of greatnefs, a jult 
apprehenfion of a fimilar holtile 
confederacy lhould have taught 
us juft ice, moderation, and wif- 
dom. But fo far were we from 
adopting fuch a prudential mode 
of conduCt, that the pride and ar- 
rogance of our councils difgufted 
or alarmed all mankind, and dif- 
pofed them to any combination* 
whether for the leffening of our 
power, or the punifhing of our 
infolence. In that ffate of things 
the Britilh minifters, equally blind 
to our fituation, and deaf to -all 
remonftrance and reafon, precipi- 
tated us headlong into the Ame- 
rican war } thereby, through th« 

pity 
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pitjr and indignation which it ex- 
cited, and the weaknefs which 
their miferable incapability of 
condu&in{£ it caufed and revealed, ' 
not only incitafing; the general 
difpofition of ill-will, but giving 
the fulleft and molt unhoped for 
to the combination. 

It had often, as they faid, been 
urged by the fupporters of minif- 
try, that it was vain and fuperflu- 
0os to enquire by What means the 
difficulties of our fituation had a- 
rifen, the only matter of confide- 
ration or enquiry being, by what 
means we mould extricate our- 
felves ? Events have futficiently 
confuted that reafoning. For if 
we had inveftigated the caufes, 
and punifhed the authors of the 
American war, they would not 
have been able to involve uS fuc- 
ceffively iir thofe with France and 
Spain. If we had thus enquired, 
we fhould have avoided the war 
with Holland. While it is poffi- 
ble to add one more to the number 
of our enemies, until all reafon 
for exertion is fuperl'eded by utter 
defpair, the realorts for enquiry 
will continue in fulf force. The 
firft ftep towards advancing our 
affairs, is to prevent them from 
declining. As this cannot be ef- 
fected without inveftigating and 
removing the caufe of the progref- 
fivc declenfion of our prolperity, 
the retrofpcCt now recommended, 
ft> far from impeding, is eftfential 
to the efficacy of all our future ex- 
ertions. 

The minifter warmly refented, 
and indeed much more fo than he 
had done upon former occafions, 
the charge of a change of politi- 
cal fyftem, of abandoning conti- 
nental connections, and of our 
being therefore abandoned by all 


our allies. He faid, no man could 
be a warmer enthufiaft in refpeft 
to the Whig principles and fyftem : 
of King William’s reign, than *; 
he was himfelf : no man could 
wifh more eagerly for continental . 
alliances, upon the fame prind- I 
pies, and in purfuit of the fame. . 
lyftem, which then prevailed of i 
Was adopted. The Whig fvftem ' 
of that reign was the direct line s 
of condu6t now purfued. The 5 
object of all that king's wanrs, and -j 
indeed of his life, was to check ’ 
the power of the Houfe of Bour- ( ( 
bon, and to preferve the balance -- 
of power in Europe. What are f 
we fighting for at this moment l — ■ 
the very fame object. But it is ‘ 
faid that we have no allies } does j 
that prove that we do not purfue j 
the lyllem of King WilliamVi 
reign ? If we have no allies, it' 
only proves that we have not all ^ 
the advantages of that fyftem: 
advantages that are incidental, J 
that clejiend on time, on eifeum- 
ftances, on that infinite variety ofj 
events, which dtftroy all poiubW 
lity of perfe<St parallel in hiftdiy. 

The policy of Europe, he faid,i 
had unfortunately changed of late[ 
years j and Holland, though hen 
ruin muft inevitably follow that or 
Great Britain, if the Houfe 
Bourbon fucceeded, yeje&s thej 
old policy and adopts the new 
one ; ffie is no longer the friend| 
and the ally of Great Britain, bu^ 
has joined France, and broke he| 
faith with this country. Great 
Britain had uniformly adhered t<f 
her old fyftem, and complied with 
the conditions of her treaties) 
whenever her allies were attacked^ 
and claimed her affiftance. Un- 
fortunately for Great Britain, the 
other powers of Europe had not 
r a&ed 
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ft&ed with equal fidelity. He de- and a & as if the treaty of Wed- 
ekind he was firmly perfuaded, minfter had never been violated.. 
that, had the Duke of Marlbo- On the other fide it was replied, 
rough, had King. William’s and that the application to Holland 
Qoeen Anne’s Whig minifters, for fumifhing the fuccours ftipu-. 
beat now alive, and at the head lated by treaties, was, in the 
of affairs, our national fituation prefent date of things, exceeding- 

■ would have been exa&ly the fame ly improper, ill-iudged, and im- 

f that it is -at this moment politic. That the ftates-general. 

Be juftified the memorial of in not complying with the rfequifi- 
I 77T ( tQ which the prefent rjip- tion, had not only a&ed wifely, 
i tarn was attributed by the fpeakers under the circumftances of the 
t on 4e other fide) by the circum- time, but had done us, in fpite 
ffauvshs which produced it, and of ourfelves, a veiy great fervice. 
by ttie ftate of public affairs at the For what, faid they, would have 
! that. He denied that the war been the immediate confequence, 

' wit! Holland had been made or if they had fumilhed the 20 (hip* 
fought for by the minifteis; on of war, and the 6000 troops, 

1 the contrary, nothing could have which they were bound to by the 
been more adverfe to their incli- treaty of Weftminfter ? Why, that 
nations. The Dutch had prdvok- Holland would have been immedi- 
ed the war. He trufted he had ately invaded, and probably over- 
proved that they had taken a de- run, by a powerful French army; 

' ckfed part againft this country, that flie muft then not only hav* 

1 awl had thrown thcmfelves into withdrawn her own fuccours, but 
' the hands of France. Under thefe muft have demanded from us a 
| drtttmftances, and when it was much greater force, which We were 
j evident, from the anfwer of the bound by the fame treaty to fiimiik 
| fhtes-generai to Sir Jofeph Yorke, for her defence. But that Would 
| that they only meant to gain time not have been all 5 for as our fate 
and trifle with Great Britain, it would have been involved in the 
t wqdd have been madnels to have prefervation of Holland, we muft, 

[ wt a moment, or to have paufed overborne as we already were, 

. upon the bufinefs $ the time was have encountered the whole force 
aimed when our interefts and our of France, in a land war, upon 
honour were equally at (take, and her otvn borders. Had we a fingle 
iaderifion would have been no lefs ally that would have fupported us 
nrinouB than lhameful. So far in the unequal conteft ? At a time 
was he from meaning to depart too, when our armies were difpen* 

■ front that line of found policy, fed all over the globe, and either 
which for. fo many years had ce- wafted in the American war, or 
uteftted an union between this perifhing under the rigours of a 
country and Holland, that after all tropical fun. Every body knows 
that happened, if he faw France what the ftate of Holland is in the 
tan her arms againft Holland, prefent day, with refpedl to her 
and attempt to deftroy the liberty own military force. 

of the United States, he Ihould The oppofition in general re- 
fill confider it as a Britifh caufe, probated the war with Holland, as 
| being 
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being in the higheft degree, in 
crur prefent fituation, imprudent, 
impolitic* and dangerous $ others 
went farther, and confidered it no 
Iefs ilnjuft ^fcan impolitic ; and a 
few only ftopd upon the defe£t of 
information on which to found 
any decided opinion, and there- 
fore objected to their binding 
themfelves by the propofed ad- 
drefs, until matters were more 
clearly explained and underftood. 
It was psobably in order to unite 
thefe opinions, that the amendment 
moved by Lord John Cavendifh, 
propofed only, that the regret ex- 
preffed by the honfe for the unavoid- 
able neceflity of hofiiUties, fhould be 
applied fimply to the war with Hol- 
land, by tne omiifion of the four 
laft words, and the fubftitution of 
the word rupture, in their Head. 
He at the fame time gave notice, 
that if this was agreed to, he 
fhould follow it up with another 
amendment, the purport of which 
was to be, that the houfe would 
take the papers before them into 
cocfideration, and if it fhould ap- 
pear that the war with Holland 
was unavoidably necelfary, they 
would ufe their utmofl efforts to 
fupport it with effe6l. 

The amendment was reje&ed, 
upon a divifion, by a majority of 
180 to ioi. Lord Mahon then 
moved another amendment, corre- 
fponding in fubflance and effedfc 
with that intended by Lord John 
Cavendifh, in cafe the firft had 
been carried. This being reject- 
ed without a divifion, the mini- 
fter’s addrefs paffed in its original 
form. 

The meffage from the throne, 
with the Dutch papers, were on 
the fame day, prefented to the 
lords, and the addrefs moved for> 
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by Lord Stormont ; where the 
fubje& brought out no lets debate 
than in the houfe, of commons;* 
The Duke of Richmond, after 
complaining of the deficiency 
the information which was laid:, 
before them, and receiving no an* 
lwer from the noble iecretaiy, j 
whether any more papers were ii* ’ ; 
tended for their infpe&ion ? then , 
moved for another addrefs, which j 
went at leaft to operate as a pre?i- j 
ous queftion in poflponing the- j 
former, and the tendency of which j 
was, — that copies of the treaties 
lately fubfifling between both na- j 
tions; of the correfpondence be** \ 
tween his majeftys miniftersand 1 
his late ambaffador at the Hague,' 1 
and of all memorials, remonftran-- 
ces, requifitions, anfwers, or other 
papers, which had been prefented . 
to, or received from> the ftates- 1 
general of the United Provinces, 
fince the commencement of holfi- 
lities with the North American 
colonies, fo far as they relate to a 
rupture, or to any mifunderftand* - 
ing between Great Britain and 
Holland, fhould be forthwith laid 
before that houfe. 

The debate was continued to an 
unufually late hour, being incum- 
bered by a queftion of order, which 
was much laboured by the chan- 
cellor and fome of the court lords, 
whether any other matter could 
properly be brought forward- or 
difcuffed, whilft a meffage from 
the throne was under confidera- 
tion, and until the anfwer to it 
was returned ? Other parts of the 
debate were fufficiently intereft- 
ing, and abounded with political 
obfervation and knowledge. The 
condu6t of the Dutch was much 
more feverely treated by the mini- 
flers here than in the other- houfe # 
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4ikJ their own was treated with 
ftilLlefa mercy by the oppofitiop. 
Nor did the houfe itfelf efcape 
better. Several of the lords declar- 
ed, that nothing lefs than the pre- 
sent extraordinary occafion could 
have brought them there ; and 
that from a full ienfe and long ex- 
<prience of that irr$fiftible corrupt 
influence, which rendered every 
attempt to difcharge their parlia- 
mentary, duty totally ufelefs, they 
WW ^determined in future to ab- 
fiain entirely from coming to the 
houfe.. ' 


. .Upon a divilion, after one p* 
ctyck in the morning, the Duke 
, of Richmond’s motion was reject- 
ed, by the very great, though not, 
of late years, veiy unufual, majo- 
lifjr, of 84, including 16 proxies, 
Jo 19 lords, without any proxy, 
.who fupported the motion. 

. , Two protefts were entered j the 
fjrfta firong and exceedingly fe- 
teie pne, figned by nine lords; 
Jh L other, conceived rather in 
milder terms, and figned by eight, 
they both, hpwever, exprefied 
. the ftrongeft apprehensions of the 
Qmdtquences which muft enfue, 
both to our foreign and domefiic 
affiui^s, from that difpofition which 
UH^uctd minifters to deny, and the 
4 hmpes ,to acquiefce in the denial, 
bttfhe. information necefiary on a 
matter fb deeply affecting their 
ihoft important interefis. 
^Ther'affair of Sir Hugh Pallifer 
fUk wa was in a few days after 
- *■ r a fecond time brought 
.mnuiL Mr. Fox, as introduc- 
jwy to the. bufinefs, procured a 
: the. charges exhibited by 

fiat officer againft Admiral Kep- 
the fentence of the court- 
oil, thofe. charges, of the 
Afijf and Tcntence of Vice- Ad- 


miral Pallifer’s court-martial, of 
the late fpeakev’s fpcech on deli- 
vering the thanks ot the commons 
to Admiral .Keppel, and of the 
anfwer made by that commander, 
to be all read by the clerk to the 
houfe. 

He prefaced his motion with 
a very long fpeech, 'vyhich Teem- 
ed to bring within one view 
all the infinite variety of matter 
relative to tl?at fubjeft, and in 
which he dilplayed more than a 
common fhare of his ufual abili- 
ty and eloquence. Having dif- 
clzymed all perfonal enmity, he 
held out the following as the prin- 
cipal grounds on which he found- 
ed his intended motion — That the 
court-martial who tried Admiral 
Keppel were perfeftly competent 
to declare, that Sir Hugh Pallifer 
had preferred a malicious and ill- 
founded accufation ; that the de- 
claration was warranted by a va- 
riety of undeniable fa&s and cir- 
cum fiances 5 that Sir Hugh Palli- 
fer himfelf acquiefced in the juf- 
tice of the fentence ; that the houfe 
of commons had acknowledged it9 
truth ; ^nd, that the fentence of 
the fecond epurt-martial was nei- 
ther an honourable nor an unani- 
mous acquittal.* The conclufion 
. drawn from the whole being, that 
the late promotion of a man under 
fuch circumfiances to a place of 
honour • and emolument, was in 
the highelt degree ruinous to the 
naval fervice of Great Britain. 

The motion run in the follow- 
ing terms— “ That the appoint- 
ment of Sir Hugh Pallifer to be 
Governor of Greenwich Holpital, 
after he had been declared guilty 
of having preferred a malicious 
and ill-founded accufation againft 
his commanding officer by the 
-tentr'nce 
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fcntence of a court-martial, was a 
meafure totally fubverfive of the 
difcipline, and derogatory to the 
honour of the navy.** 

The minifter took up the de- 
fence with no lefs art than that 
which he attributed in the outfet 
to his antagonift, by requeftiqg 
the houfe to obferve, that the mo- 
tion before them was not tending 
either to criminate or acquit the 
vice-admiral ; but was in reality 
a leading motion to convift and 
condemn minifters, of having ad- 
vifed his r majefty to beftow the go- 
vernment in queftion on an Un- 
worthy obje&. That the houfe 
were therefore to a£t in a judicial 
capacity, and to try bimfelf, and 
the reft of the kings fervants, 
upon the point ftated in the mo- 
tion ; for if blame were due, he 
acknowledged he was liable to a 
(hare of it, in common with other 
minifters; he, however, trufted, 
that he fhould be able to make it 
appear that the motion was falfe 
in fa&, that it was unjuft, and 
that no blame was due, for that 
minifters had done no more than 
their duty. 

He then proceeded, with his 
wonted ability and addrefs in the 
management of debate, to con- 
trovert the feveral portions upon 
which Mr. Fox had founded his 
motioft ; going generally, and ne- 
ceftarily, over in that courfe, the 
fame grounds which we have here- 
tofore trodden. He at length 
fummed up the force of his argu- 
ments in the following conclufions 
—That the part of the fentence of 
Admiral Keppel’s court-martial, 
which pronounced the accufation 
malicious and ill-founded, was an 
extra-judicial opinion ; that Vice- 
Admiral Pallifer had never been 


tried on any fueh charge; that 
he had been moft honourably ac- 
quitted by the court-martial which 
afterwards tried him ; and that 
he had ferved his kin^and coun- 
try with undoubted bravery and 
honour for five- ami-forty years. 

He then propofed feveral amend- 
ments to the motion, until at 
length, by the affiftance of the foli- 
citor-general, it was, with no fmill 
difficulty, moulded into the follow- 
ing form — That the appointment of 
Sir Hug h Pallifer to he Governor <f 
Greenwich Hofpital, “ who, by the 
" officers who fat on the court- 
44 martial held for the trial of Ad- 
44 miral Keppel,and before whom 
44 Sir Hugh Pallifer was frit 
44 charged with any malice in die 
41 accufation of the faid admiral, 
44 or heard in his defence, is declar- 
44 ed to have preferred an iH found- 
44 ed accufation againft his com- 
44 mander in chief, and whole con- 
44 du& on the »7th of July, iyjS, 

44 by a fiibfequent court-maibal, 

44 was, after a full examination, 

44 declared to be in many refpe^s 
44 highly exemplary and merito- 
44 rious, and who has, during the 
44 courfe of forty-five yeare, ferved 
44 the crown, both in his civil and 
44 military capacity, with great 
44 ability, bravery, and fidelity," 
xvas a meafure totally fvJbveifioe bf ' 
the difcipline, and derogatory to tke 
honour of the navy. 

Lord North, before he fat down, 
propofed a fort of compromife with 
Mr. Fox, by offering to withdraw" 
his amendment wholly, if the lit- 
ter would confent to omit theife 
particularly obnoxious words, that 
the vice-admiral was, by the fen- 
tence of a court-martial, declared 
to have preferred a malicious and 
ill-founded aecufatioir againft his 
commander 
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commander in chief ; by which i- 
fircndment the motion would go 
to a division, in thefe general 
terms, — That the appointment of 
Sir Hugh Pallifer, 8rc. was a 
meafare fubverfive of the difcl- 
pline, and derogatory tq the ho- 
nour of the Britifh. navy . But Mr. 
Jtoi refuting \o comply With this 
popofal, the queftion was taken 
up with vigour, and obftinately 
maintained on both tides. 

The opinion given by Lord 
fiowe, that courts martial were 
tot only competent to an opinion 
. on the motives of an accusation, 
fad to pafs a cenfure on the ac- 
oder, where the)' appeared mala- 
rious or feandalous, but that if 
He cate were otherwife, there 
v *mft be an end of all difeipline, 
fad the authority of a commander 
ip thief would be entirely loft, 
faufcl not, contidering the charac- 
ter tituation, and profeflional 
knowledge of that nobleman, who 
M dedicated his whole life with 
fafflfech hpnour to the fervice, but 
farijr great weight with the hear- 

^;Bfe llkewife obferved, that the 
rifale lord in the blue ribbon, had 
HkCn great pains to prove that the 
faptence of the fecond court mar- 
was an honourable acquittal, 
fife had himfelf, he faid, read that 


ed, upon which he had been tried, 
there appeared, to himfelf at leaft, 
to be no accufation. The vice- 
admiral, therefore, ftri&ly fpeak- 
ing, could neither be convidod 
nor acquitted. 

The debates continued tiH pall" 
two o’clock in the morning, when 
the amendment upon Mr. Fox’s 
original motion was carried by a 
majority of 214, againlt 140. 

This was, however, a drier dt- 
vition, than the oppotition could 
perhaps have hoped for upon many 
other queftions. 

Mr. Fox then moved the follow- 
ing amendment to the amended 
refolution, to come in immediate- 
ly after the words heard in Jus de- 
fence — viz. “ That the judge ad- 
vocate having by the dire&ion of 
the faid court, declared, that it 
did not occur to the recolJe&ion 
of any of the members, that it had 
been the ufage of courts martial 
to admit any thing on the part of 
the accufer, after declaring that 
he had gone through all the wit- 
neffes he fhould produce in fupport 
of the charge, and that he had 
agreed, that the papers offered by 
the accufer could not be admitted ; 
and the faid court having in an- 
other part of the faid trial, declar- 
ed, that they had continued of the 
fame opinion, and had agreed that 


tofal through very attentively, 
tat be could not comprehend nor 
imfarftand the fentence. It Hated 
wrft that the vice-admiral’s con- 
. fact, in many inftances, had been 
lfaMy meritorious and exemplary; 
fcfthen charged him with an omif- 
fen of duty, and tiext acquitted 
feta. What puzzled him, he 
«d, was how to find out of what 


the vice-admiral was acquitted ? 
fifthe charges, as they were call- 


the whole evidence, not only on 
the part of the charge, but of the 
defence, having been clofed, no- 
thing farther, by way of addretii 
from ehher, t could be read.”— 
This motion was avoided by mov- 
ing for the order of the day, which 
the houfe was well difpofed at that 
hour to agree to. 

The affairs of India now. began 
to require and to attra& the moft 
ferious attention of the Houfe of 
Commons, 
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. Commons. It was ftrongly infill- general and council, extended its 
ed upon by many perfons of fuperintendence and controul over 
•weight, that the interference of the other prefidencie3 of Madras 
the crown under the la nation of and Bombay. The fecond, corn- 
parliament, in 1773, in regulat- pofed of judges fen t from England, 
ing the government of the Eaft- was called the fupreme court of 
India company’s pofleflions in • judicature, and was entirely in- 
Afia, and in the management of dependent of the governor-general 
its affairs at home and abroad, in- and cdhncil. As the one fucceed- 
flead of the benefits which were ed, with great additional powers, 
held out at that time, had pro- to the antient prefidency, fo the 
duced fuch fcenes of diforder, and latter did to the mayor’s court of 
luch a (late of confufion in India, Calcutta : a court, which though 
as has not often been the reful t of compofed of magiftrates not bred 
civil, or even of any regulated ml- to the knowledge of the law, yet 
litary eftablifhments. by adling upon the general prip- 

v. It was pretty generally allowed, ciples of rectitude, and with the 
that the double interefis, mutual- aiiiftance of juries, was highly dif- 
ly counteracting each other, which tinguifhed, as well for the moderate 
were then formed, and the oppo- expence of time and money at 
fite powers which the company’s which juftice was obtained, as for 
fervants looked up to, neceifarily the faimefs of its proceedings, and 
ilackened all the bands of obe- the equity of its decifions. 
dience, and by degrees deftroyed It was fcarcely, perhaps, in 
all authority. The revolution at the nature of things, that thefc 
Madras, the fate of Lord Pigot, feparate independent powers, efpe- 
. the triumph, rather than efcape, daily at fuch a diftance from homfe, 
of the authors of that cataftrophe, as to be in a great irteafure beyond 
with the extraordinary, phenome- the reach of controul, fhould fuh- 
non of Indian Princes, at the di- fi ft long together without clafhing. 
fiance of half the globe, becoming The public had hitherto received, 
the authors of cabals, and the only the charges againft the fil* 
leaders of parties, in the capital preme. judicature of Calcutta, 
of Great Britain, .formed all to- Their friends could therefore only 
gether fuch a combination of cir- requeft, that no hafty opinion 
cumftances, as* pointed out the ftKmld.be formed, nor cenfure paft 
neceffity of a review of our policy upon their condudt, until they 
itfelf, in the government of India, were heard.. . . . 

as well as of the ftriking effedts . In this ftate of things, it is not 
which it had produced. . eafy to. fettle in what proportion* 

Bengal, by the new regulations, the blame' is to be laid, upon the 
had been made the feat of govern- conftitution itlelf, or upon thofe 
ment of the British dominions in who adted. under it. It feems, 
the eaft. Two fupreme jurii'dic- however, to have been generally 
tions were there eftabliftied. . The acknowledged, that the meafure 
one, pofleffing all the political of attempting to eftablilh the 
and executive powers of govern- Englifti laws, courts, and forms 
ment, under the name of governor- of juftice, amongft the various na- 

/ tione 
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tSens, religions, languages, and 
races of men, fobfifting in India, 
and where feareely any length of 
time could even render them intel- 
ligible, will probably ever be con- 
fjdered as a fundamental political 
error. The antiquity of the Oen- 
too civilization, laws, religion, and 
tuftoms, fortified by the invincible 
attachment which it produced in 
the people, had, in all ages, pro- 
cured the political attention, if not 
the refpett, of the mod ferocious 
and barbarous of their various con- 
querors. However the people were 
opprefled or pillaged, their preju- 
dices in thofe refpedts were facred 
aai inviolate. 

The Zemindars, who are the 
p*tfent great landholders of India, 
tit Hkewife a fort of hereditary 
princes of the country. They ge- 
tofally rent, from their fubfifitng 
flttfters, thofe lands which their 
ttetifors pbflefled in fovereignty. . 
Some of thefe hold lands to the 
of ten or twelve thoufand 
%are miles, * and as the tents 
**** generally eafy, and the peo- 
pfe rail regard them with the 
higheft degree of attachment and 
inference, they are enabled to re- 
tain feme appearance of former 
rarity in their palaces, and f ill 
more in their authority. The 
Bhgttfli government in this coun- 
try, is in a great tneafure main- 
tained through this attachment of 
the people to their princes ; and 
tbedefim of enabling the Zemin- 
dar to difeharge his rent, is a prin- 
cipal fpur to their induftry. AH 
the judicial bufmefs of the coun- 
ty, had hitherto been t ran faded 
in their provincial courts, and 
matters ot litigation decided ac- 
cording to the known laws and 
prifoms. 

Vol. %3UV. 
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The authority the native 
courts was not only drinied by the 
new judicature, but their membetm 
were punifhed even to ruin, as 
well as parfohal inflidion, for the 
difeharge of their fundions, ac- 
cording to the eftabitfhed laws 
and conftitution of their country, 
which had till now been acknow- 
ledged by all conquerors. We 
are at all times to recoiled, that 
it had been the confiant policy of 
the Eaft-lndia company in the go- 
vernment of thofe countries, to 
ad under the apparent authority, 
and as the nominal fervants and 
officers, of that ihadow of the an- 
tient fupreme fovereignty, the re- 
prefentative of the Grand Mogul, 
who fill redded at Delly. So that 
the new fyftert of judicature ope- 
rated not (imply as a violent and 
unprepared innovation, hut as a 
total revolution in the mode of 
pitemment eftablifhed by oui* 

The afoni&ed and terrified na- 
tives of Bengal and the adjoining 
countries, now beheld the extras 
ordinary fpedade of Engliih bai- 
liffs, accompanied by confiderahle 
bodies of armed Europeans, tf*» 
verfing the country, at the difiance 
of fotne hundreds 6f miles from 
Calcutta, to eaecute bp force the 
decrees of the new judicature, 
founded upon laws and diftin&sont 
which they were utterly incapable 
of comprehending, in the palaces, 
and on the periods, of the Ze- 
mindars $ whom they viewed at 
once with the refpe& due to their 
natural princes, and to the me- 
dium of European authority. 
Force, in the defence of all that 
was held facred, was oppofed to 
force. A kind of lieges were 
formed ; reinforcement* Were fent 
[*Af] to 
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to fupport the affeilants j the ti- 
midity, not the inclination of the 
people, prevented their being cut 
4 o pieces 5 places were carried by 
dorm.; the brother of one of the 
rajahs, with others of his friends 
or, family, were, killed in the de- 
fence of his palace< 

The apartments of the women, 
which are held facred throughout 
all the Eaft, and dill more fo among 
the Gentoos of rank, were violent 
1 y broken into, and their perfons, 
which are fuppofed to receive feme 
defilement even from the cafnal 
view of a flranger, were fubje&ed 
to the rude -handling and rough 
treatment of thofe fort of ruffians 
who are generally employed upon 
fuch occafions. But this was not 
the word. Theic places of pri- 
vate and domeftic worfliip were 
violated in the fame manner ; and 
thofe fyttibols, or external obje£ts 
of their adoration, which had been 
fanftified by the reverence of ages, 
were dragged, from their places 
tyvprophane hands, and thrown 
amongft the heap, of houfhold fur^ 
niture and lumber, which were 
o6Ue&e<i taanfwer the ends of the 
••ecutkm. * j 

The governor-general and coun-r 
cd> who considered , all matters of 
firiance, and confequendy all tranf-, 
anions with the Zemindars, as, 
cognizable only by themfelyes, and' 
ftill regulated in that refert by the; 
known laws arid cuftomary courfc, 
ofijfiftice in the country, could not 
but refen t this invafion of their 
authority. They had indeed much 
ferious caufe of apprehenfion, from, 
the effects which, this violence on 
the rights, paffions, and prejudices 
ofr the people might produce, in a 
country where* fe mapy millions of 
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natives were governed by a hand* 
Ail of drangers. 

. They accordingly employed the 
military force of the company to 
retrain the violence of the civil 
power \ and a gang* confiding of 
about fourfeore bailiffs and their 
affociates, were in one indance 
difarmed, and fent up prifoners to 
Calcutta. Two petitions were 
now prefented to parliament. The 
one from the governor-general 
and council, giving a long date- 
ment of the tranfa&ions, and re- 
queding an indemnification from 
thofe legal penalties, which, for 
the preservation of government 
and of the country, they had beea 
under a neceffity of incurring, in 
refifiing the decrees of the fupremc 
court, and the operation of an 
of.parliament. » 

The lfccond petition was fub* 
Scribed by 648 of the Britidi fub» 
je6ls residing in the provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, con- 
taining a long detail of the grievr 
ances, oppredions, * and violations 
of their rights as men and as Bri- 
toqs, which they had endured un- 
der the authority pf the fupreme 
court of judicature ; particularly 
of their being deprived of the be- 
nefit of.. trials by juries ip all civil 
cafes; of the ettabliffiment of ex 
pojl fado and retrofpebUve laws; 
of femejnatters relative to appeals, 
and the ^dmiffion of evidence, 
which feem to be exceedingly op- 
pyeffive^and unjuft ; with a num- 
ber of other affumptions. of power, 
w^ich, as dated, appear of an ex- 
traordinary ♦ nature. They like- 
wife confirm the accounts given 
by the governor-general and coun~ 
.cil, relative to the date of confu- 
sion, anarchy, and danger, which 
through 
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through thefc means prevailed in 
the country. 

FA. I2th. G ? tl . eral SmIth “* 
tered into an ; ample 

difeuffion of the petitions, and of 
the ftate of affairs in India, in 
doing which he difplayed the fulled 
knowledge of the fubje&; all 
t^ing to (hew the greatnefs of 
theenormities committed, and the 
n^ceffity of the immediate inter- 
ference of parliament;, for the pre- 
lervation of the Britifh intereds in 
that part of the world. He con- 
cluded by moving, that the peti- 
tions might be referred to a fele6l 
committee, confiding of fifteen 
members, to be chofen by ballot, 
and that it (hould m$et in a cham- 
ber above (tairs. 

He was ably feconded by Mr. 
Roufe, arid fupported by fome 
o&er gentlemen. The minider 
made no obje£tion to the motion. 
He faid, the petitions well deferved 

. C H A 
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the ferious attention of the houfe $ 
and if the fa&s were founded* 
and that the judicial and political 
powers were in arms againd each 
Other in India, they mould take 
meafures to put an end to fo dan- 
gerous a conted as fpeedily as pof- 
fible. He, however, (hewed the 
delicate nature of the fubje£t, and 
recommended moderation in the 
courfe of the enquiry ; but declar- 
ed, that it was neither in his con- 
templation, nor in that of the 
houfe, when he brought in a bill 
a few years fince for the govern- 
ment of India, that the court of 
judicature (hould become the 
fource of mifery, oppreflion, or 
injudice j nor was it* at all intend- 
ed that it (hould have extended its 
powers in the manner now repre- 
sented. 

The fele& committee, of fifteen 
gentlemen, was accordingly bal- 
lotted in a few days after, 


P. X. 


on Mr. Burke's bill for the regulation of the civil lift eftablijhmcnts . 
^fftueftion for the fecond reading over-ruled upon a divijion , and the bill 
of for fix inonths. Debates on the fubjett of the loan . Mr. Fox's 

.^notion for omitting the lottery claufe, rejected' upon a divijion. Farther 
^fdates and jlriclures ujton the loan. Another motion againji the lottery , 
Uch is again over-ruled upon a divijion . Mr. Byngs motion for a lift 
^ff fvbfcribers to the loan , agreed to ; other motions ~ rejetted . Motion 
^gpr the commitment of Sir P. J. Clerkes contractors bill , over-ruled 
^ffpon a divifion. Mr. Craves bill for reft raining revalue officers from 
footing on elections of members oj parliament , rejected upon a divifion, 
^Debate on the Duke of Bolton's motion for an enquiry into the conduct 
if the navy ; motion withdrawn. loan bill oppofed by the Marquis of 
. , Rockingham. Protcjl againji it. Report from the f elect committee on 
^ dia affairs . Debates on the minifters motion for a fecret committee 
p- fp enquire into the caufes of the war in the Carnatic , Motion for an 
[ * tjtfimendmen t y that the committee might be open , rejected on a divifion. 

debates on Sir George Saville's motion, for referring the petition, 

■ delegated counties for a redrefs of giitvanccs , to a committee 

jfyjtf the whole houfe f The motion rejehed upon a divijion . Debate on 

' [*M ]2 . Mr. 
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Mr. Burkes motion for papers, tending to an enquiry into the Jeizm 
and confif cation of private property in the ijland of St. Eujlatius . Mo* 
tion rejected on a divifion. Bill for new-modelling the fvpreme court qf 
judicature in Bengal . Various proportions, motions , and debates , re- 
lative to the affairs qf the Eaft-India Company. Debates on the m- 
nijlcrs bill \ for fccuring to the public a certain participation in the pro- 
fits of the Eaft 7 India Company. Great debates on Mr. Fox's motion , 
that the houfe do refotcc itfelf into a committee to conftdcr qf the Ame- 
rican war. Motion rejected on a divifion. Lord Beauchamp's bill, for 
affording relief in certain cafes of difficulty produced by the marriage 
ad. Mr. Fox's MU for amending the marriage ad. Mr. Fox's mar- 
riage bill, loft in the Houfe qf Lords. Speech from the throne. 


^ |-\HE rejection of his bill of 
1 reform in the preceding fef- 
v , fion, did not prevent Mr. 
* et> ‘ Burke from bringing it 
forward again in the prefent. He 
opened his proportion by ftating 
the powerful motives which called 
upon him to refume his undertak- 
ing. — The three celebrated refo- 
iutions of the late parliament on 
the 6th of April, 1780— The ge- 
neral temper, expectation, and 
with of the people — And the dire£l 
applications to himfelf by fome of 
the counties. He l’up ported the 
tneafure of reform with his wonted 
eloquence and ability. 'The firft 
argument was deduced from the 
ftate of public affairs, and the 
dangerous war in which we were 
involved with fo many mighty ene- 
mies. This was a ground of poli- 
cy immediately aftedting the ftate 
and government, and entirely in- 
dependent of the applications or 
wilhes of the people. It would 
operate equally if no fuch applica- 
tions had been made, or no fuch 
defire fubfifted. It would operate 
with equal force in any conftitu- 
tion of government. When a na- 
tion is involved in expences of fo 
vaft a magnitude as ltretch to the 
utmofi limits .of the public ability, 
teconomy muft be called in to pre- 


ferve the due proportion between 
the refources and the v demands. 
It was the duty of minifters to 
have originally framed and carried 
into execution fuch a fcheme of 
reform ; it was now their intereft 
to fecure themfelves from punifh- 
ment, and to make fome amends 
for their former negledt, by^adopt- 
ing the fyftem, and to give it effi- 
cacy by rendering it a mealure of 
the ftate. 

He difplayed no fmall addrefs in 
his application to the new repre- 
fentative body. The three refo- 
lutions of the laft parliament 
(which had been juft read), he ote 
ferved, were to be confidered aS a 
valuable legacy bequeathed to the 
public, and an atonement for the 
fervility which had ftigmatiied 
their previous cohdudt. 
formed a body of thaixims, autho- 
rizing the people of this cotttotiy 
to expedt from their prefent repte- 
fentatives that which is declared 
to be neceflary by their predecef- 
fors. They were, indeed, unope- 
fative in their prefent form; they 
wanted fpecific conditions to give 
the eflfedl and benefit which they 
held out. The late parliament 
had been prematurely diflolved. 
But if the prefent parliament neg- 
le&ed to accomplith what the 
other 


Digitized by Google 



HISTORY C 

•thcr appeared to have defigned, 
all the confluences of refilling fo 
fahitary a meafure would be im- 
puted to them, and thofe refolu- 
tions would Hand upon the jour- 
pals, as public monuments of ex- 
culpation to their predecefiors, and 
of difgraceto them. 

He entertained a confidence, 
he faid, of meeting men in the 
new parliament, who would eon- 
fider it as their duty to go hand in 
hand with him, in carrying into 
execution the wilhes of the people; 
or rather thofe commands which 
had been delivered in thunder and 
lightning, and of which they ex- 
pected in the fucceeding tranquil* 
lity a faithful and happy execu- 
tion. The wifdom and power of 
the prefent parliament were the 
foundations on which the public 
confidence retted. The people 
would not for a moment believe 
that parliament wanted integrity 
to adopt, what its wifdom fug- 
gelled, and its power could exe- 
cute. They would not give har- 
bour to fuch a fuggeftion, until 
they could Teafon from experience. 
It was the bufinefs of parliament 
tojuftify the nation. And nothing 
could be more conducive to their 
■own, as well as to the national in- 
tereii, than that it fhould be feen, 
that a free and generous confi- 
dence had more power to fecure 
the fidelity of parliament from 
the beginning, than complaint, 
.clamour, and violence had in re- 
covering it after it was corrupted. 

When enemy fucceeded to ene- 
my, and the guilty ralhnefe cf 
mimfters leagued with contending 
hates againft us, our independ- 
ence, it had been faid, was to be 
maintained byt he fpirit of the people. 
Abandoned by our allies, and left 
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by Europe to our fate ; in every 
fituation, in every emergency, 
and in every danger, we were to 
find confolatioa and refource, re- 
fuge or conqueli, in the fpirit of 
the people. But the effe& of fpi- 
rit, and the fpirit itfelf, mull de- 
pend upon llrength. Strength* 
and the juices which feed it, the 
wealth of the country, ought tt 
be carefully nourifhed and huf- 
banded, with care, with tender- 
nefs, and with folicitude, not 
weakened and exhaufted by dilfi- 
pation and profufion. The me- 
thod, he faid, by which the fpirit 
can be kept alive in the breads of 
men, is by the participation of 
thofe to whom they lock up for 
example. Let the government 
participate in the fufierings of the 
people ! Let the king fiiew hi# 
iubyeds an example of retrench- 
ment and (economy, and the people 
will chearfully fubmit to every dif- 
ficulty and labour. 

He fuppofed the common m 
the imaginary fituation of being 
the mere creatures of the crown ; 
of their being conftitutcd, fed by, 
and totally dependent pn the 
court ; and in that date, he avert- 
ed, and reafomed to demonftrate, 
that it would be their duty, and 
•ought to be their inclination, to 
advife the (overcign to (Economy 
and retrenchment. By the plan 
which bad been prepared, they 
would be able to give the king 
that which kings in general great- 
ly defired — power ; for (Economy 
was power ? it was wealth and 
refource ;it was men and arms; 
it was all that ambition could 
either covet or exeat to apeomplilh 
its ends. Were he then himfelf the 
creature of a defpotic prince, he 
• fhould, as his cpunlelkjr, advife 

[* 3 /] 3 him 
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him, in a time of trial and diffi- penfive, and inconvenient places \ 
culty, to take from his civil and for applying the moneys faved 
expence, that he might add to his thereby to the public femce.’* 
military edablifhment ; to take The iiiotion was feconded by 
from (hew, that he might add to Mr. Duncombe, who paid high 
lubdancej to make his people compliments to the mover, not 
happy, that he might make them only on account of the bill, but of 
vigorous \ to make his war a war the very great ability with which 
of exertion, that his peace might he had formerly dated his compre-i 
be honourable and fecure. henfive plan to the houfe, and the 

After placing the fubjedt in firmriefs and perfeverance with 
every advantageous point of view, which, he now had combated every 
and adapting arguments to every obdacle to the principle of the 
(ituation, he informed the houfe rneafune. * 

that he laid before them the fame The minider, in anfwer to the 
plan, which had engaged fo much call madeupon him, faid he would 
of the time and attention of the very candidly declare, that his 
lad parliament to fb little purpofe. opinion qji the fubjedt had not at 
He had made no alterations in it ; all varied from; that Which he had 
and he requeded the houfe, and entertained on.it in the preceding 
laid it before them in a hope and year, and that though he did not 
confidence, that if they meant to difapprove of the plan in ioto, yet 
give it countenance and attcntioh, the parts iwhich. appeared to him 
they would do fo with faihiefs and proper to* be adopted, bore fo 
candour, and not with: inlidlous (mail a proportion, to the whole 
refpedl in its outlet, tempt it to a of that very comprehend ve fcheme, 
death of flow dnd lingering tor- that he (hould be obliged to op- 
ture. He called upon the noble pofe it in fome future dage of the 
lord In the blue ribbon, who was bill j he did not think it would be 
to be the arbiter of its fate, and decent or^ candid for him, upon 
begged that, ■ iff he meant ulti- his own private opinion, tofet his 
mately to-give^ it a* death-droke ; face againd the bill in its firft 
he Would lave himfelf and the ftage, by of>podng its introduc- 
houle much ffcrigAe, and the nd- tiomp efpecially as there were 
tion much anxiety, and difappoint- many hew members in the houfe, 
jnent, bydranglingit in its birth, who, though they might have a 
Let them try the matter? on that general knowledge of the fubjeft, 
day, if it was -tp be- tried. He could > not . be fo fully informed 
"called upon him to do this, and upon it as was necedary to their 
to be, at lead for tfnkday,a decifive coming to an abfolute decifion ) 
minider. j be would therefore referve himfelf 

■ Mr. Bufke then moved, “ That until the bill was printed, and the 
leave fee given to bring in a bill members were in pofieflion of the 
for thfe betfdv regulation of his necedary information, >when he 
majefty’s civil eftahliftiments, and (hould think it his duty , to date 
of certain public offices $ for the (uch obfervations and . objections 
limitation of penfions, and the as might occur to him,. to the 
fuppreffion of fundry ufelds, ex- houfe. 

Under 
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tjnder 'this unfavourable auf- upon terms fo advantageous to the 
pice, the bill was harried through 
to /a fecond reading ; when it was 
again ’doomed to experience the 
tveightof that influence which it 
tiras intended to reduce, but which 
for the preftnt it was unable to 
furtnourit. .As rto new ground 
couki he taken upon this fubjeft, 
welhall not attempt repeating the 
arguments which' ‘Were fifed' in the 
preceding parliament/ and wHicb 
we fully flated in our laft voluhie.’ 
td) 26 Q* 1 day appointed 


lenders, that the price -of the new 
flock rofe at market from nine to 
eleven per cent.* above par. 

Before this circumftance was. 
However, known; the loan was, on 
its own bottom; flrongly objected 
tb, and both its manner and prin^ 
cl pie feverely condemned, by Mri 
Fbx. For oh the day A/r u 
of the minifter’s open- arC 
nig the * budget, as it is called; 
firhen he had necefiarily lijd beford 
the houfe the nature arid circum- 


for the fecond reading of fiafices of Ifee l&an, thab gentle- 
the/bill, it brought out great* de«* man, in a fpeecft of great lengthj 
* *“ “ * ‘ and itf which, alohg with his ufual 

ability-, he Tfirplayecl fuch a fund 
of 'financial knowledge, as fcemed 
to excite furprize, endeavoured to 
eftablifh, by incontrovertible data; 
and fey- arguments* that appeared 
iio Iefs irrefragable, that the bar- 
gain was exceedingly difadvap^ 
tageous to the public, 'and that the 
money might have' been obtained 
upon much better terrhs. 1 * ' 

But he farther 'Contended, that 
the lofs to the public, howevet 
great, and however ill able they 
were to bear it, 'was edmpdfativety 
but' a fmall part of the evil. F.ofe 
although the loan Was liabfp to. tfi£ 
ftrongeft obje&iohs, both as a quef- 
tion . of finance and a matter of 
ceconomy‘“it was flill much worfe, 
and even highly dangerous, u^heri 
confidered in a political view. He 
calculated the profits on the loan, 
under every probable contingency, 
at lomething near a million 3 and 
that great fum, he faid, was entire- 
ly at the difpofal and in the hands 
of the minifier, to be granted as 
douceurs to the members of that 
hotife, whether as compenfations^ 
for the expences of their elefitions, 
or for whatever other purpofe of 
4 corrupt 


if it was flrongly bppofed 
On the one fide, it Was no Iefsabfy 
and powerfully fupported on the 
other ; and the diyifion not only 
furprized many, but was more} 
dele than the minifier hitnfelf ex- 
pected. Mr. Burke wound up 
the debate, by combating all the 
arguments that had been brought 
againft his bill, with a degree' of 
ingenuity and ability, which fur- 
prized even tjiofe who were nfori 
acquainted with them. Mr. Wil- 
liam Pitt, fon to the Earl of Cha- 
tham, and the young Lord Mait- 
land, were highly diftinguiihed by 
their ability and eloquence in fup- 
port of the bill. 

The motion for the fecond read*- 
for was, about midnight, over- 
ruled upon a divifion, by a majo- 
rity of 233 to 190. By a fubfe- 
quent refolution, the bill was put 
off for fix months. 

Ofallthea&s of the minifier, 
during io long a governn^ent of 
public affairs, fcarcelyany brought 
tipon him fo much feverity of re*- 
prehenfion within doors, or per- 
haps fo much cenfure without, as 
the loan of the prefent year. 
Twelve millions were borrowed, 
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corrupt influence might bed fuit 
his views. Thus the attempt made 
by his honourable friend to correct 
and retrain undue influence, by 
controuling the civil lift expendi- 
ture, would have been of little 
avail if it had even fiicceeded, when 
afum equal to that whole revenue 
was to be annually thrown bv a 
loan into the hands of a minifies 
to be applied to the word and mod 
dangerous of all pprpofes, that of 
procuring and prefer* ii» a con- 
dant majority in the houfe of com- 
mons upon every quedion ; and. 
thereby affording fuppott and 
efficacy to all the views *od de« 
figns of a had admin iflration, 
however pernicious or ruinous, 
and without a poffibility of parlia- 
mentary redrew to the public. 

He particularly objected to the 
propofed lottery, which was added 
to the douceur? of the loan, and 
afforded a benefit of one per cent, 
to the fubfcriBers, This he confi- 
dered a? the mod pernicious and 
dedru&tve of all fpeeies of gam- 
ing ; as immediately affecting the 
morals, habits, and circumftancea 
of the lower orders of the people ; 
and which, upon every principle 
of policy, mould be carefully 
avoided. He truded he had clearly 
convinced the houfe, that the be- 
nefits to the fubferibers of the 
prefent loan were futficiently great 
witttbut the lottery ; and he hoped 
They would render the greateft 
fer^ice in their power to the public, 
by .preventing its inevitable ill 
cotifSquepces. He therefore mov- 
ed, as an amendment to the sm- 
nifter’s potion for agreeing to the 
terms of the loan, that the latter 
claufe, refpedling the lottery, 
(hOuW be omitted. 

The motion of amendment on 


a quedion of fnpply brought put 
a good deal of debate. The mi* 
nifter acknowledged, that the bar- 
gain he bad made for the public 
was a liberal one ; but he jpftified 
it by dating the necclfity of the 
cafe, and by pofitiyely averting 
that the money could not have 
been obtained upon eafier condi- 
tions. With mlpcft to the ideas 
thrown out, that the loan was a 
fourcc of influence, and that 
of it was taken in thathoofo, tto 
were, hefoid, extremely drained. 
The loan was a public loan, veiy 
indiscriminately taken ; and, as# 
matter of conjedhirc (for it could 
be no more on either fide), it was 
not reasonable to fuppofe that a 
large part qf it would be taken 
by members of that houfe; at the 
time The terms were propofol. 
Nor did he believe that it woaid 
be fo found in faft. He fhould be 
forry to fee a bankrupt houfo of 
commons ; but that would he the 
probable effect, if its members em- 
barked in money tranfa&ions to fo 
vaft an amount as twelve millions. 
As to the intered which any mi* 
nider could be fuppofed to procure 
by fuch a loan as the prefent, it 
was a very poor compenfation for 
the great fatigue and trouble of 
mind occafioned by fiich a burthen; 
he had full con vision that no bu- 
fmefs could be more difagreeable. 

was the undoubted province 
of the houle to confider and judge 
of the terms of the. loan ; -and it 
was in t£icir power to accede to 
the wfcy not. But he requeued 
gentfilRh to confider the ill con- 
iequences of their refilling to a£* 
cede to the proportions agreed on. 
The attention paid* by monied 
men to the treafury would he Id* 
feped i and if it were ufual for th« 
'honk 
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houfe to fettle and alter the terms, lie, as to become the fubje& oi 
they muft go farther, and conduct converiatipn, complaint, and fur* 
the bufinels, and make the bar- prize, * in all places. He fhquld 
gain theojelves. That argu- therefore move for recommitting 
merit certainly would not go to the report, in order that the home 
the fupport of any thing material- might amend the terms/ and pie- 
ty aad palpably wrong. In that vent, what he termed, fo (hame~ 
cafe the houfe ought to interfere 5 ful and extravagant a prohibition 
hut nnjefe the obje£Hoys were very of the public money. He faid the 
material* which he traded they difmbution of the loan had like- 
conld not be, he left gentlemen wife been fcandaloudy partial, 
tp confider the ill oonfequences That indead of being didributed 
of refuting to accede to the pro- among men of known reputation 
portions which had been agreed and character, who had alwayu 
oo. With refpe&to the lottery, been the fupporten of government 
he ftid.it waa a favourite part of in l'uch cafes, it had been given to 
every douceur, with all money the minider’s creatures and friends, 
lenders ; it was an encourage- as a reward for pad, and a retain- 
meat und advantage to them, er for future fervices* and parti- 
witbout its being any expenoe to - ticularly he adored the houfe that 
government ; on the contra^, he had been well informed, that 
48 o,qoo 1 . was paid in, and re- the favoured contra&or, whofe 
warned without inhered for the name had been fa long familiar to 
greater part of the year. them, had no led than the prodt- 

Mr. Fox’s amendment was re- gious fum of 3,300,000!. of the 
jeded upon a divifion, by a majo- loan afligned to his fhare, or at 
xity of 169 to 1 1 1 5 and the mini- lead difpofal. 
tefs original motion, with the He was fupported by Sir George 
iriblutioiii appertaining to it, Saville, Mr. Burke, Mr. Fox, 
Weiepaded without blither diffi- Mr. Byng, and fome other gen- 
culty. tlemen, who befides reprobating 

This bufmefs, however, did not the loan In all its parts and cir- 
pnd here. Mr. Fox’s dilcuflion cumdances, infided that the houfe 
ff the loan, having probably ex- was tiot in any manner bound to 
pited or increafed a lpirit of en- confirm the conditions, 
gutty, much information had in Nothing, they faid, would tend 
the intermediate time been ob- more to injure public credit, than 
timed relative to the circum- to (hew the world, that it was not 
dances of that t ran faction, and to parliament but the mini (fer that 
the price of the new dock at mar- regulated the finances of this coun- 
ket, which occafioned an unufual try. It was the idea of par\ia- 
^nd determined oppofiti^a, to the ment’s examining and controlling 
report. "fey the public finances, that had rai?- 

- Sir Philip Jennings Clerke took ed the national credit to fuch high 
pp the bufipefg, and arraigned in eftimation. It was that which 
.the jittered terms, the bargain gave the damp and publicity to all 
tok minifter 5 which he ,our financial operations, and gave 

'ftid was fo much r againft the jmb- fecurity both to the public and 

the 
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the creditors. That while the 
enemy were beginning to adopt a 
mode which they faw proved fo 
highly advantageous to* us, the 
minifters of Great Britain were 
endeavouring to turn parliament 
into a court of regittry, which was 
to have no other concern with 
taxes and loans, than to give a fort 
of official lanttionlo whatever bar- 
gains the minifter thought proper 
to make. Such a conduct would 
link the -credit oPparliament, and*' 
confequetttly that of the nation, to 
nothing. ^ 

On the' other fide. Lord North* 
contended,' -that he by no means 
ConfiderM bis reputation as a tni- 
nifferto be (baked in tbe : prefent 
tranfa&ion. * He had made the 
belt bargain he could for the pub- 
lic y but df the hOufe did not ap- 
prove of it, it would not be bind- 
ing either on hitn or on them. 
Though the committee had agreed 
to it, if the houfd did not choofe 
to confirm their refolution, he 
Ihould be releafed from the fub- 
feribers, as the public would from 
the bargain. Let thofe, who 
thought themfelvefc more compe- 
tent to the bufinefs, make another. 
But even iuppofing the bargain to 
be a bad, and he allowed it riot to 
be a hard one ; yet he could’ not 
bring himfelf to think, that any 
reduftion that could be now rriade 
from the profits of the fubferibers 
(even fuppofing them to be as high 
as they had been reprefented), 
could in any degree balance the 
mifehief to the public credit, 
which fuch a meafure mud occa- 
lion ; and the infuperable difficul- 
ties which would be thrown in the 
way of all future lbans, when it 
was found that the minifter had 
not authority to afford perma- 


nence to a bargain, and that the 
lenders were liable to be flript of 
the benefits arifing from any fa- 
vourable change of circumftances, 
the chance and hope of which; 
had been among the principal in- 
ducements for parting with their 
money. But parliament certainly 
had a right to judge ; and iffhgr* 
fhould think that public credit 
would neither differ nor be en- 
dangered by lopping off the lot- 
tery, then undoubtedly, as ho* 1 
nour did not ftand in their way, 
they would and ought to do it. 

The terms ^of the lodh, he faid, 
were • perhaps too great ; but it 
was impoffible to pronounce with 
any certainty on that head, from 
the tranfaclions which had taken 
place at change. Every ^argairt* 
which had been hitherto made re^ 
fpedting the new loan was illegal^ 
as thofe who made them could 
have no certainty that they had 
any fhare whatever in' it; nor 
Could it be known until that houfc? 
had confirmed the refolutions of 
the committee of ways and meandj 
then, and riot before, the lift of 
the fubferibers, and of. their re- 
fpe&ivc (hares, would be made out 
and lent to the bank. Every body 
knew how ea(y it was to make 
bargains in Exchange Alley ; and 
how cuftomary it was to make 
them, not at any fair or market 
price, but at an extravagant pre- 
mium for fome finifter purpofes; 
thefe fort of bargains might be 
made only for fome fmall fums, 
and then the point was gained of 
publiflring that the docks lyere 
fold at fuch a high premium.* But 
it was not from fuch tranfa&ions 
that the value of flock could be af- 
certained ; nor could any tran fac- 
tions in the alley, until the lift of 
fubferibers 
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fubfcribers was made out, and the? 
whole of the loan was brought into 
market, be at all confidered as a 
ftandard by which to eftimatc the 
value of the new flock: 

He denied that Mr. Atkinfon 
could have any fuch enormous 
(hare as had been aferibed to him 
in the new loan. He had not in- 
deed looked into the lift; but 
the thing was incredihle ; and h£ 
would venture to undergo anycen- 
fure the houfe fliould impofe if it 
was found to be a fa<ft. Every one 
knew, that it was cuftomary for 
gentlemen who wilhed tolublcribe; 
to afk for more than they expc6fed 
or even wiftied, becaule they knew 
the minifter leldom allowed them 
near fo much as they afked, and 
they endeavoured thereby tol pro- 
vide for his lopping oft : on this 
principle, Mr. Atkinfon might 
probably have propofed a large 
fum j but it was neither to be 
fuppofed that it was alb for him- 
felf, nor that he Was taken' at his 
offer ; undoubtedly if he was pre- 
fent at the arrangement, he came 
in for his (hare, like others, both 
for himfelf and his friends; but 
the whole could not amount to any 
fuch fum as had been ftated. 

The motion for the recommit- 
ment of the report being at length 
waved, the queftion was (as the 
day before) confined to the 'lot- 
tery; whether that ftiould Hand as 
part of the refolutions. It was 
carried in the affirmative, upon 
a divifion, by a majority of 133 
to 80. 

The minifter was, however, far 
from yet getting rid of this very 
difagreeable and vexatious bufi- 
nefs : indeed, the word of it was 
(till to come. Mr. Byng, who 


had taken extracnd'mary.pains ito 
develope the hrftory of : the 1 loan; 
and. tb frace out iaU ito* relative 
clrcumftances, attacked ; it . on -. an* 
other -ground, and mdvedy : _ . 5/' 
That a hfbbe laid before: jo 12 **’ 
that horde of albtfae fubfcribers to 
the;ndw’loat, ^eciiyihg/thq fums 
flotbfcrifced by eschar Brit as thiii 
motion alone, heofaid; * would be 
infuffidieiit for bringing out ‘thd 
information neceft ary to enable the ' 
houfe. to edme at ; the. .bottom , of 
this affair, he intended to follow 
it up with two others, ..viz*. To Jay 
ancbcrp& lift before* ;theih^ of . all 
thole, perfons who-hack offered to 
^ocome lublcribens^ to <thb* new 
loan, but whole offers fiadi>een 
reje&ecf,- fpecify irigthe particiklar 
liims they had aftetedrta fubfqribdj 
— p-And, for copies of all letters \ 
notes, or other papers* .that .had 
been fent to. the. minifter,' his fe- 
cretaries, the commiflioners x>f the 
trealury, or any other perfons; 
from whofe- hands they were trans- 
mitted to him, conveying an ap- 
plication or propofatls for any patf 
of. the loan. ■ ■■<' : 

^ His dbj«6t in thele motions, he 
faid> wasdo convi£fc the minifter 
of having made a' worfe bargain 
for the public than he might have 
made -— T o Ihew, that he might 
have borrowed money at five per 
cent. -.That he was offered the 
immenfe.fum of 38,600' oool. and 
confequently was under no . necef* 
fity of. hurrying on a bad bargain 
—That, thefe offers' were made 
by' wealthy and refponfible men, 
who were fuUy equal • to the fup- 
port of their pfopofitions— That 
their propofals were reje&ed with 
.contempt ; and, that it Was evi- 
dent, that the new, loan could be 
made 
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made with no other view than that 
p£ corrupt influence. 

He. observed that it highly 
behoved the houfe to vindicate its 
chara&er, by fitting the aiair to 
the bottom, which could alone 
mmove thoie imputations which 
new prevailed. If he failed in 
hb proofs, and in bringing home 
bb charges, the noble lord in the 
blue ribbon, would not only gain 
an honourable acquittal, but a 
complete triumph. Hischara&er 
would be new blazoned ; and the 
public finding that he had been fo 
flagrantly w r ong ed in the prefent 
inftance, would begin to think 
he had been equally fo in many 
others. 

The minitter, choofing to be 
the guardian of his own honohr, 
and of the means of his exculpa- 
tion, admitting that he had no 
objection to the firft motion, treated 
the fecond as uielefs, and the third 
as unfair and improper. For how' 
could any fuppteffions in the Hit 
of fubferibera be dete&ed, by the 
litt of tho& whofe offers had been 
rejected > That as to the third mo- 
tion, to endeavour to ettabliih the 
crime of partiality by calling for 
the key of his ferutoir, in order 
to examine hb private letters and 
papers, was propofing a new fpe- 
des of inquifition, and fuch as 
Cipuld never be countenanced in 
an Englifh Houfe of Commons. 

That neither the high prices of 
premium, nor the number of mem- 
bers of parliament or their con- 
nections who appeared on the litt, 
'Were any propfs of corruption ; 
for the one arofe from an altera- 
tion of drcumitances, and as to 
the other, there was no reafbn 
Why the nation ttiouid be deprived 
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of the aid of monied men, merely 
becaufe they happened to be mem- 
bers of parliament. That there- 
fore, the charges of partiality not 
being capable of proof, ihould, 
and could only be anfwered by fo* 
lemn aifurances, that no improper 
management had been uied in the 
difrribution, and that the terms 
were the beft that could be oh- 
tained. And thefe he gave in the 
amplett manner. 

Such were the topics employed 
on each fide. The firft motion be- 
ing then agreed to, the fecOnd was 
rejected upon a divifion 5 and the ^ 
third negatived without. 

Sir Philip Jennings Gierke had 
not yet given up the idea, not- 
withftanding the repeated failure 
of his defign, of excluding cob- 
tractors (except under certain mo- 
difications) from fitting in the 
Houfe of Commons. He accord- 
ingly brought in a bill for that 

>—*■ 
commitment, brought out con- 
fide ruble debate, bang fupported 
and oppofed upon the fame, 
grounds which we have heretofore 
more than once ftated. The mo- 
tion of commitment was rejetted, 
upon a divifion,' by a majority of 
120, to 100; and the bill was, 
by a fuhfequent refolutiop, laid 
by for fix months. 

Mr. Crewe's bill, far refraining 
revenue officers from voting oa 
the eiettion of members of par- 
liament, met, on the fame day, 
with a fimilar fate j the motion for 
its fecond reading being overruled 
on a divifion, by a majority of 133 
to 86 . 

The Duke of Bolton having 
moved for a number of papers 
early 
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t*rty in the feflion, relative to the conduct of the houfe underwent 
M of the great Eaft and Weft no left cenfure than that of tbd 
India convoy which had been cap- admiralty, recommended to hit 
hired by the combined fleets in the friend, th2 noble duke, to with- 
preceding month of Auguft, they draw the motion, merely front thl 
had accordingly been laid before hopeleflhcfs of obtaining any ra- 
the lords; and on the 15 th of drefs, or of carrying any enquiry 
February he took the buflnefs op through, however necellary, of 
by a motion. That that houle reafonably and juftly demanded 
tfoukl, on the Monday fe’nnight, by the public. That fide of thd 
enquire into the conduct of the houfe, he faid, had continued td 
navy, and the caufe of the lofs predict cotlfcquences, and to hold 
of that valuable convoy, of ftore Out preventive remedies, until thC 
fllipS, victuallers, and merchant time was at length arrived, whefr 
drips. all theif further exertions would 

The debate on this motion' not only be ineffectual in the 
brought out no fmall (bare, of event, btit Vain and idle in the 
the How nfual and frequent fe- defign. They would not be a- 
verity of cenfure on the ill conduit greed to in the firft inftance 5 and 
and government of the. navy, and if they were, he expelted but 
the ruinous ignorance and incapa- little benefit now from them. H 6 
dty of that board which prefided feared the nation was ruined be-* 
in its direCtkm. On the other yond redemption ; and under that 
tod, the of the admiralty opinion fhould give hitrifelf nd 

vhs defended by the firft lord in farther unprofitable trouble. Tbe 
his ufual manner, and the motion Duke of Bolton accordingly, af- 

r fed on the old principle, fo ter a recapitulation of meafuretf 
t urged and reprobated, of which he aferibed to ignonUice, 
Ctpofing the ftate and condition ncapacity, and abfhrdity ; of itf- 
of the navy to the enemy. It was ftruCtions, which, he fald, exhi- 
Kkewife oppofed by other court bited nothing but a fucceffion of 
lords, as tong mote general, and blunders, miltakes, and cbntradic- 
ftnding to cany the enquiry far- tions, and which councils of Wif 
fher, tbln was to be inferred from had been in vain held to interpret •. 
the original motion for the papets. and, in fine, fuch a ( mixture 61 
A great laW lord combated it off folly and confidence, had hc- 
his own peculiar ground, as an ver been exhibited in any naval 
tmjufl and Unpardonable anttcipa- adminiftnrtion in this country* 
fion of another more folemn en- fince the foundation of the mo- 
quiiy, a legal enquiry, by a court narchy, at length withdrew hi# 
Partial, into the conduit of the motion ; hoping, however, that 
Captain, who had the command of the time would fhortly arrive, 
the fleet at the time it wati cap- When not a partial, but a full en- 
tered. quiry would be made into the cori- 

Thefe objections were combat- duCt of the navy, 
ed. Bdt the marquis of Booking- The loan bill, after bringing 
fetft, in a fpCech, in Which the Out cohtinuai eXccratidh in all i 3 

« Itages 
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flag^thcpugh the Houff of^Com- 
mpns, w^s carried through to a ; 
third .xeading, with extraordinary 
difpatc^,. and ap qmiflion of forue 
of, the t ,cnftoruaiy fjormsin that of 


MWrrW.ft' the. J,oTtjs.; Jn that 
JV r; c “* 1 , ; ftaic,. it was encoon--, 
tefjed .with : no final af unjep , by 
t^e t . Marquis of {Rockingham ; 
who, after only Rightly touching 
upon .the. irregular .ipanner in 
which it had beeq hurried through, 
without . ; being committed, and, 
every necelia/y i form being dif-- 
penfed with, xquti s ary, he .aid, to, 
air precedentj jr *a^i rule of parlia-^ 
mentary proceedings directed his. 
objections immediately againft the . 
fubftance of the bdL • -* , 
y He ftatedl feveral eftimates and. 
Calculations to %ew, that the 
fubfcribers. received a premium of 
about ten per .cent, for the loan 
pf their money; foj that the pub- 
lic were to pay .j,aoo,oool. for 
borrowing v i 2,ooo,oool. and that 
at the extravagant and ufuriou* 
interefl of five, and a half per cent. 
He did not dqubt*. jie laid, but 
the meafure, originated in ne- 
ceffity j, that is, In rainifterial ne- 
ceflity ; for, notwithftanding the 
piimerous places, penfions, con- 
tra^, and every other foecies of 
^mcilumen£ in the.difpolal of the 
minifter; notwithftanding that laft 
refource of a weak and unpopu- 
lar, admini fixation, the lavifh hand 
With which honours were con-? 
ferred, upon all fizes and defcrip- 
tions of perfons, fuch were the 
meafures of government, that the 
inipifter found himfelf compelled 
tQ. refort to this fhameful wafte of 
public money, in order to fix and 
attach the wavering and hefi taring 
minds of his abettors. Thus, by 


the reduction in the value of flock, 
(which, as the eflfe&of their mea- 
lures, was to be attributed to the 
minifter$), apd by the imprudence 
of the prelent bargain, 21 millions 
are added to the capital of the 
national, debt for the loan of 
twelve ; .five and a half per cent 
perpetual annuity is , given and 
new taxes to the. amount of. 
650,0001. a year, aj*e to be levied 
upon the people. 

.. After dwelling fpr fpme .time 
on the topics which had ( been fo 
largely treated in the other houfe, 
he, proceeded to fhew the terms 
upon which money -had been 
raifed during the late war, yhen 
the Duke of N ewcaftle prefided at 
the head of the, treafujy. The 
profits on the omnium; of the loan 
of a millions in the year 17 58, he 
riated from authentic documents, 
to be only one and a quarter per 
cent, in 1759, upon 4 millions one 
half per cent, difeount ; in 1760, 
one and a half profit upon 8 mil- 
lions ; and in the following year, 
only three quarter* per cent, al- 
though 12 millions were raifed. 

. It.was no t, he faid, until 1 765, 
the firft year of Lord Bute’s ad- 
mipiftration, that . the minifter 
ever thought of extending his in- 
flqence, by plundering the nation 
in the midft of thofe diftrefTes 
which are the inevitable conco- 
mitants of a ftate of war. This 
abominable fyftem was adopted by 
an adminiftration, in which a fe- 
Cret overruling influence was in- 
troduced, the fatal confequences 
of which, he feared, would only 
terminate with the overthrow of 
our conftitution, if nqt the total 
deftru&ion of the nation itfelf. 
That fortunate and wife admri 
niftration, 
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idftration, which he had firft men- not make the fmalleft reply to th$ 
tioned, wanted no aid or fupport marquis ; and the bill being read 
from corrupt or fecret influence ; a third time, palled, 
they were equally fuperior to bri- It, however, brought out a pro- 
beiy on the one hand, and to the ted figned by eight lords, of whom 
crooked machinations of fecret in- was the bifliop of St. Afaph ; and 
trigues on the other. The in- which includes many feverities, but 
fluence of that day arofe from a .generally upon the fame ground 
very different fource : from a well- that had been gone over by the 
founded confidence in the wildom marquis. 

of their meafures ; from a well- We have fome time ago feen 
earned popularity j from their lpi- that a felecl committee was ap- 
rited and vigorous plans, mod pointed to enquire into the affaire 
jiappily and luccefsfully executed ; pf India. This committee had al- 
from an able and faithful difburfp- ready prefented a long report rela- 
ment of the public money com- tive to affairs and tranfa£lions in 
putted to their care and manage- the ead, and was dill in the courfc 
ment ; and, on the whole, reliing of its enquiries, when an account 
npon the only true bads, on which was received of the unfortunate 
national prosperity and fuccefs can war in the Carnatic, and of the 
ever be fafely edablifhed, a firm dreadful ravages made by Hyder 
and fixed attachment to the con- Ally. This intelli- . ., , 

ffitution, and a determination to gence being commu- P n 3° • 
peferve every fecurity and blefling nicated to the Houfe of Commons 
we derive from it. by the minifler, he moved for the 

He concluded with contending, appointment of a committee of 
fr»t the minider had broken his fecrecy, to enquire into the caufes 
6ith with parliament and the of the war now fubdding in the 
nation j. that though he fhould Carnatic ; and of the prefent con- 
not put a negative on the bill, dition of the Britifh -pofieflionf 
be deemed himfelf called upon, as in thofe parts ; and to report 
?n a& of duty, to tedify his total the fame, with their obfervations 
disapprobation of a loan, which, thereon. Although the ^cknow- 
in a time of luch public calamity ledged, on all tides, bad condu& 
is. the prefent, when the utrnoft of affairs in India, had tendered 
economy was, more particularly enquiries on that fubjedl general- 
ly at any other, become abfo- ly grateful, yet the propofaf of a 
lately necelfary, wantonly and fecret committee was greatly dif- 
corruptly lavifhed about a million liked and much obje&ed to by the 
frcrling; and that, in his appre- oppofition. 

henfion, merely for the purpofe They faid, if -the enquiry was 
of influencing or bribing tb- re- ferioufly gone into, and fairly, 

E sfentatives of the people in par- openly, and impartially conduced, 
ment, to give their countenance without being converted into a 
ind fupport to the continuance of job, and rendered the mere engine 
jt mod wicked, impolitic, and ruin- of party and miniderial views, as 
pus war. had been the cafe of former en- 

Jbc lords in adminidration did quiries, nothing could meet their 

approbation 
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approbation more folly, as nothing 
could be more highly ufeful and 
neceflaiy. But if thefe, and thefe 
only, were the fair and laudable 
obje&s in view, why carry on the 
bufinefs in the dark > Why refer 
it to a fecret committee ? No body 
Was now to learn, that notwith- 
standing the name and form of 
a ballot, the members of it would 
be virtually appointed by the mi- 
ltifter. The nation had already 
facrificed too fatally, both in the 
Eafi and in the Weft, to job-;, to 
patronage, to partial proceedings, 
ind to interefted views. By thefe 
the empire had been convulled 
in all its parts, and reduced to 
its ptefent fallen ftate. It was the 
glory of our conftitution, that our 
courts of juftice were open to 
all the world, and all our judicial 
proceedings publicly carried on. 
It was this, and not merely our 
|aws, that afforded f<* high a re- 
putation to the adminiftration of 
juftice in this country, and fo 
decifive a fuperiority over that of 
others. Betides, the members 
bf a fele& but open committee, 
Would receive great aid, in ex- 
amining fo vaft a mafs of papers, 
and enquiring into fuch a mul- 
titude of fa&s, from the occa- 
fional afti fiance of other gentle- 
men, many of whom would be led 
to attend from their great know- 
ledge in the affairs of that coun- 
try. Nor was it by any mfeans to 
be forgotten, that however fairly 
the bufinefs was conducted, a fe- 
CTet committee Would be liable to 
much public doubt and fupicion. 
It was always the nature of fe- 
crecy to infpire fufpicion. 

ITiey deli red the niinifter to 
eoniider, that the E&ft was now, 
almolt> our ialt Itake ; that it wa$ 


our principal remaining fouree of 
wealth and powers That the 
evils and dangers there had multi* 
plied and rifen to a moft alarm- 
ing height. That the lives and 
fortunes of many individuals, and 
the prefervation of that great 
fouree of wealth and power, were 
all flaked on the propofed enquiry. 
He was therefore requelied, if 
he did not intend it merely as 
a mockery of juftice, only to lay 
the clamour of the prefent mo* 
ment, that he would, from a re- 
gard to public opinion, to the 
moft eflential interefts of his coun- 
try, and to juftice itfelf, inftitute 
a committee of fele£tion inftead of 
fecrecy. What advantages might 
not then be expefted from the la- 
bours of a committee, which wai 
aided by all the ability, informa- 
tion, and induftry in that houfe 1 
They betides wifhed that he would 
extend the objefts of enquiry much 
farther} fo as to take in the whole 
affairs, and the government of 
India, as well as thofe matters 
which related only to the Car 4 
natic. 

The minifter declared, that the 
enquiry was meant to be feriouflj 
entered into, and that he had not 
the moft diftant intention of It* 
being in any degree partial. He 
confidered the fubje& as extremely 
weighty and important, and he 
hoped it would be enquired into 
fairly, ferioufly, and difpatiion- 
ately. He only preferred a fecret 
committee, from the much greater 
difpatch with which they tranfa<ft- 
ed butinefs than any other. The 
objects of enquiry were likewife pf 
a nature which required fecrecy 
in the committee. The fame mor 
.tive of difpatch, which Was now 
fo necelfary, rendered him averfe 
' to 
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to multiplying the objects of en- 
quiry ; as that mult retard its 
progrefi. tje therefore wilhed to 
confine it to the Carnatic only, as 
tbe immediate fcene of danger, and 
affording caufe for the prelent ap- 
prehenfion and clamour. The af- 
fairs of Bengal were undoubtedly 
of the greateft confideration and 
importance ; but they were not fo 
immediately urgent. 

The gentlemen on the other 
fide, it was faid, had totally mif- 
taken the obje6t of the enquiry ; 
for it was not a judicial one. It 
was not intended that the com- 
mittee fhould decide on the con- 
duct of any man, much lefs pro- 
ceed to punifhment t their bufmefs 
would be (imply to report fa£ts, 
without giving any opinion upon 
them: and if thofe fa&s fhould 
appear to the houfe as grounds of 
pecufation againft any individual, 
he would then have an opportu- 
nity of defending himfelf, and the 
proceedings againft him muft be 
public. What had been faid about 
proceedings in the dark was there- 
fore unfounded. The proceedings 
of the committee muft all come out 
fn the end, if the Houfe fhould 
think it neceflary to call for their 
?ninutes5 a circumftance which re- 
proved all the objections made to 
* fuppofed fecrecy. 

Thefe reafons did not at all 
fctisfy the oppolition. The com- 
mittee, it had been faid, was only 
to report fa&s 3 but thefe fa£ts 
were caufes 3 the motion laid that 
the caufes of the war in the Car- 
natic were to.be enquired into; 
it would not be found eafy to ftate 
wb of that kind without giving 
SQ opinion along with them. But 
the very motion itfelf put the 
jnatter entirely out of the queftion: 

Vol.XXW 
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for the committee were not only 
defired to enquire into the caufes 
of the prefen t war, but they were 
fpecially dire&ed to report their 
obfervations upon it. They con- 
cluded, that it appeared evidently 
upon the whole face of the matter* 
that the enquiry, like all others 
inftituted of late years by mini'' 
fters, was intended only to deceive 
the nation; and would be found, 
in the event, a mere mockery of 
juftice, with the additional evil, 
of being rendered an engine for 
anfwering the moft pernicious an4 
uneonftitutional minifterial pm> 
pofes. Such would ever be th« 
nature and the end of enquiries 
conduced with fecrecy. The 
houfe were therefore eameftly 
called upon to dbnfider the vaft 
importance and magnitude of the 
fubjeft; that we were in the very 
laft crifis of our fate, and that the 
exiftence of our commerce and 
petfeflion in the Eaft, muft de- 
pend upon the fpirit and policy 
of the meafure9 which were now 
to be purfued; and that, difdain- 
ing all party views and minifterial 
purpofes, they would appoint an 
open feleft committee, as the only 
means by which fubftantial juftice 
could be obtained, and by which 
the affairs of this country in India 
could, in any degree, be reftoretj 
to their former ftate. 

Mr. Fox accordingly moved, as 
an amendment of the minifter s 
motion, that the words “ of fecre- 
“ cy lhould be omitted; in which 
he was feconded by Mr. Burke. 
The queftion being put upon this 
amendment, it was reje&ed upon 
a division, by a majority of 13^ 
to 80. The original motion was 
then carried. 

The event of the ballot was juft 

[*#] as 
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98 it had been foretold by the op-- tical exiftence of any fuch body,* 
pofition. Of fifteen members, who upon that account, and in order 
compofed the fecret committee, a to obviate the difficulties which 
majority of at leaft four to one, would have been thrown in the 
were of the minifter’s particular way upon the fame ground by 
friends, and raoft of them in high their declared oppofers, they fub- 
pffice. This occafioned no fmall, fcribed the petition merely as in- 
diifatisfa&ion and complaint on dividual freeholders, without any 
the other fide ; aud fuch remarks aflumption or avowal of their de- 
were made on the nature of the legated . powers or ehara&er, al- 
committee, and fiich ill-boding though they were matters known 
prognoftications of its conduct, as to every one. 
brought out no fm.aH warmth of The petition was prelented by 
xeply from fome of the new mem- Mr. Duncombe, one of the repre- 
bers. The fecret committee, be- fentatives of the county of York, 
tides being endued with the ufaal and continued upon the table for 
powers of demanding papers and tome weeks, until the recovery of 
examining witneiles, were autho- that gentleman’s colleague. Sir 
rized to fit in the India Houle ; to George Savile, who was to pro* 
adjourn from time to time, and ceed with the bufinefs. ]Vf*iv8th 
from place to place, as it fuited Sir George introduced ' 
their convenience; and to meet his motion for referring the pc- 
and purfue their enquiries during tition (afler the firft reading) to a 
the rccefs of parliament. committee, with a fpeech of very 

The delegates which had been confiderable length, in which, 
appointed by feveral of the afi'o- with his ufual accuracy and com- 
ciated counties, in order to give prehenfion, he ftated the caufes, 
fupport and efficacy to the fuhje£fc pr ogre fs, and hiftOry of petitions 
of their former petitions to parlia- without doors, with "the reception 
ment, met in London to the num- they met* and th$ effect which 
ber of between thirty and forty, they produced within ; particularly 
They had themfelves, as adfing reciting the refolutions of the lalt 
for their conflituents, prepared a parliament on the 6th of April, 
petition to the Houfe of Commons, which afforded fo clear a fandtion 
in which the fubftance of thole to the complaints of the people, 
already prefented being compref- and by which that houfe was 
fed within a narrower compafs, pledged to a fpeedy redrefs of their 
the matters of grievance com- grievances. 

plained of, and the redrefs pro-: The motion of commitment 

poled, were brought forward into meeting with a flrong and deter- 
one clear point of view. But as mined oppofition, and being no 
many perfons, otherwile fully lefs vigoroully and ably lupported, 
coinciding with their opinions, all the arguments pro and con , 
were exceedingly jealous of the that had hitherto been u fed upon 
meaiure of appointing delegates, the fubjeft of petitions, grievances 
and fo far from hearing or re- and redrefs, with all thofe that 
reiving any thing from them, could now be thought of, were 
would not acknowledge the poli- repeated or brought forward ; the 

whole 
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whole being blended with new quiry, was made the principal 
matter, relative to the powers at* ground for oppoting the motion 
filmed by the delegates ; which, by adminiftration, and as the bu- 
though not properly within the finds was again brought forward, 
line of debate, as they did not with additional information and 
appear in that capacity with re- evidence by the fame gentleman 
fpe&t? the petition, was, however, in the enluing feffion, to which 
continually preffed into notice by the account of this interelling dif- 
thofe who oppofed the motion, cuffion more properly appertains. 
The debates were long, and ex- it is the Id's necefiary for us to 
ceedingly interelling j t'everal con- enter into the matter of the prc- 
fiitutional points, with refpecd to fen t debate. It is perhaps needlefs 
the interference of the people, and to obferve, that the knowledge of 
the powers of government, were ancient and modern hiftory, and 
ably and fully difeufled. of the laws of nations, difplayed 

The motion for committing the by the mover, was not inferior to 
petition was overruled upon a divi- the philanthropy (as well as true 
fion, by a majority of ai 2 to 135. policy) which di&ated, or to the 
, Mr. Burke’s motion ability with which he fupported 
' *4 # for an enquiry into the his motion, 
condudl obferved on the late cap- The motion was feconded by 
ture of the ifiand of St. Eufta- Mr. Stanley, and well fupported 
tius, particularly with refpedt to by Mr. Fox, and other members 
the feizure and confifcation of of the oppofition, who feemed to 
private property, as well as to contend with the mover, in repre- 
many other outrages Hated to have Tenting the tranfa&ions at St. Eu* 
been committed there, brought flatius, as the mod impolitic, the 
out a long and moft important molt difgraceful, and the molt 
debate, fcarcely lefs interelling to dangerous, of any that were ever 
mankind in general, than to this recorded in the hiltoiy of this 
nation and empire in particular, country. The American Secre- 
The motion went to an addrefs tary, and the Lord Advocate of 
to his majelty, for copies of all Scotland, were, in point of ar- 
prodamations, memorials > orders, gument, the principal oppofersof 
and inftrtuStions, from, to, or by the motion, 
the commanders by fca and land. The queftion being put, the mo- 
and of all official correfpondence tion was rejedled, upon a divifion, 
from or to any of his majeity s by a majority of 160 to 86. 
minifters, relative to the difpo- The committee for examining 
fition of the property belonging the petitions from Bengal, having 
to the States General and to indi- delivered in their report, a bill, 
viduals, inhabiting or interefted, for new modelling the fupreme 
in the places or territories taken court of judicature in Bengal, for 
from the faid States General in the indemnifying the governor and 
Well Indies. council for their refiltance to the 

As the abfence of the com- decree* of the faid court, and for 
mander8 who were, fo deeply con* direeling in future the operation 
cerned ha the fubjedt of the eu- of that jurildidlion, was brought 
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in by General ' Smith, 
Tjjis bill, after fome 
©ppofition, and modification in 
its paflage, was at length carried 
through both houfes, and received 
the royal afifcnt by the end of the 
feffion. 

The terms upon which the mi- 
lufter had fome time ago propofed 
a renewal of the Eaft*India Com- 
pany’s charter, were deemed by 
the company fo highly injurious to 
the rights, and fo exceedingly 
prejudicial to the interefts of that 
body, that all negociation was 
broken off, and the bufinefs lay 
entirely dormant during the two 
hft years. We have feen in the 
bit feifion, that the mmifter car* 
Tied a vote through the Houfe of 
Commons, for giving the three 
years notice decreed by a & of par- 
hament to the company, previous 
to tbe diflblution pf their charter, 
that the capital flock or debt of 
bar million two hundred thoufand 
pounds which was owing to them 
by the public, fhould be fully dif* 
charged, according to the power 
of redemption, by the Jth of 

"April, 17 » 3 * 

It was now- undoubtedly time 
to bring matters to fome concluhon 
with the company ; and in order 
to quicken their motions, and to 
fhew them the folly and danger of 
not fuhmttting to fuch terms as he 
was difpofed to grant, the minificr 
brought the. bufinefs in fo terrific 
a form into parliament, as feemed 
calculated to make any conditions 
that could almoft be propofed eli- 
gible. Among the proportions 
which he held out for the con* 
fidenftion of the Houle of Com* 
mons> were the following*— ‘Whe- 
ther it would be proper for the 
c row n to take the territorial paf* 


feffions and revenues entirely Inti 
its own hands, or to leave them 
to the management of a company 1 
Whether it would be proper to 
throw the trade to India entirely 
open, or to grant a monopoly of 
it to an other company ? Or, if it 
fhould be thought totting to grant 
a new charter to the prefent com- 
pany, he propofed that it fhould 
be only for a fhort term, along 
with fo valt a participation to the 
public in their profits and reve* 
nues, that it was icarcdy poffibk, 
in the moft favourable and fortu- 
nate circumfUnces, they could ever 
be able to increafe their dividends 
above their prefent fcndard of 
8 per cent.— He farther propofed^ 
that a tribunal fhould be eflablifh* 
ed here for the foie purpofe of coar 
trouling and judging of the mar 
nagement of affairs in India, and 
for punching fuck fervants of the 
company as fhould be oonri&d 
of having abufed their power f 
that all difpatches received from 
India by the dire&ors fhould be 
communicated to the Secretafy of 
.State, and all difpatches (hewn t* 
him before they were font To 
crown the whole, he made a de- 
mand of fix hundred thoufand 
pounds, as a debt due to the 
public; which he founded on a re* 
Solution of the commons in 1773, 
eftablifhing a participation in the 
profits of the company, which was 
laid, not to be at all included. 
Or confirmed by, the terms of the 
fubfequent a 6 t of parliament, paflf* 
ed in that year upon the fame 
fobjeft. 

Tlie oppofition reprobated the 
minifter’s propofitions, in an unu- 
fual flik of foverity and execration. 
They declared, that they indoded 
and intended the moft flagrant m* 
juftice. 
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jtritice, and the molt barefaced 
public robbery, that had ever been 
ventured upon, under any confu- 
tation of civil government, how- 
ever arbitrary, ft was (till worfe 
in a commercial ftate than in any 
other; at once overthrowing every 
idea of fecurity in the pofleftion of 
aft property whatever; whether 
founded on the laws and the courfe 
of juftice, or on confidence in the 
public faith. And, they infilled, 
that neither the minifter, that 
houfe, nor the legiflature at large, 
who were all parties in the quef- 
tk», could at all be competent, 
under any colour of juftice, to de- 
cide on the rights of the company, 
with refpe& to its territorial pof- 
fcffions and revenues. The houfe 
were more than once called upon, 
to recoiled the danger attending 
the violation of charters. Maf- 
fachufett’s Bay afforded them a 
fiotable irfftance, the confequences 
of which would long be felt by 
the nation. They might alfo 
bam from the American war, 
that public robbery was not only 
difgraceful but ruinous to a na- 
tion. 

The fubje& neceftarily brought 
out, in. its long and various pro- 
grcfs through the fummfer, moft 
of thofe arguments which we have 
heretofore ieen, when the queftions 
anting upon the rights of the com- 
pany, the claims of the public, 
and the interference of govern- 
ment, have, upon feveral occa- 
sions, been lb fully and ably dif- 
cufled. 

Nor was the bufinefs lefs agi- 
tated in the company itfelf. Ne- 
gociations were opened between 
the minifter and the dire&ors ; 
and various propofals made, and 
conditions offered, without com- 
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ing to any conclufion. Courts of 
proprietors were frequently held 9 
and in one inftance, they over- 
ruled, or refufed to confirm an 
agreement which had been en- 
tered into by the dire&ors. In 
general, the terms held out by 
adminiftration were deemed u» 
grievous and unjftft, that it was 
more than once offered in thofe 
courts, that it would be better at 
once to difpofe of all their pro- 
perty at home and abroad in 
the belt manner they could, and 
putting an end to their political 
exiftence, ftake their title to it 
on a legal decifion, than fubmit 
to demands fo exorbitant and 
ruinous. 

In the mean time, the bad news 
which arrived from India, and the 
doubtful and dangerous ftate of 
the company abroad, could not 
but affed the face of affairs at 
home, and operate confiderably 
upon the meafures and tranfa&ions 
on both fides. The view of ob- 
taining a large fum of money, for 
the renewal of their charter, from 
the company, was, in the prefent 
ftate of things, totally doled* 
The minifter was wearied by the 
tedioufnefs of the bufinefs, and, ' 
though he carried every queftion 
by a prodigious majority, he was 
no lefs tired out by the vexatious 
debate which it continually pro- 
duced; at the fame time that he 
was teazed by the continual calls 
and complaints of oppofition, for 
fuffering all the beft part of the 
feftion to elapfe, and deferring bu- 
finefs of the firft importance, and 
queftions of the greateft magni- 
tude, until moft of the indepen- 
dent members had retired to the 
country, and that the houfe was in 
a rrfanner deferted, 

l*N] 3 The 


Digitized by Google 



198*} ANNUAL R 

I a The minifter accord- 
nnc 1 ' ingl 7 brought in a tem- 
porary bill, allowing the com- 
pany, for a limited term, to conti- 
nue their exclufive trade to India ; 
to manage the territorial acquifi- 
tions and pofteflions in Aha, and 
to receive the revenues arifing 
therefrom. The future provifions 
of this bill, though they tended 
to eftablilh a very great participa- 
tion, to the public in the revenues 
and profits of the company, were 
not much controverted; as the 
fhortne fs of its duration would af- 
ford an opportunity for fettling 
thofe matters upon a better foot- 
ing. But the retrofpeefive effect 
of it, in compelling the company 
to pay the demand of 632,0001. 
made by the minifter, under a 
claim of participation in its paft 
profits, was ftrenuoufiy combated 
by the oppofition, who reprefen t- 
cd it as a meafure of the utmoft 
violence and injuftice. The com- 
pany likewife petitioned, and 
were heard by counfel again ft the 
bill. Chance, however, had near- 
ly effebfed, what the exertions of 
the oppofition and company were 
totally unequal to. Through in- 
attention and bad attendance, the 
thirmefs of the hoifi'e probably in- 
duced the oppofition, unexpected- 
ly, to bring a queftion for going 
into a committee on the bill to a 
divifion; which was only carried 
by a majority of 28 to 25, fo that 
the bill was within three of being 
lolt. It met with lbme faint op- 
pofition in the Houfe of Lords, 
where the Duke of Chandos de- 
clined, that he could not confent 
to a bringing a bill of rapine and 
plunder in aid of fuppiy. We 
fbould obfierve, that the minifter's 
claim of 632,000!. upon the.com- 
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pony, had been reduced in Its paf- 
fage through the Houle of Com- 
mons to 402,000!. This bill re- 
ceived the royal afient, along with 
the Bengal judicature bill, at the 
dole of the feftion. 

The rcftribtions of the marriage 
ad of the year 1731, had not ooly 
been much complained of by the 
younger part of the world, but 
had drawn the cenfure of fome 
more ferious, and even well-in- 
formed men, who fuppofing it un-, 
favourable to population, confider- 
ed it as contrary to the policy of 
all dates, but particularly to that 
of a commercial nation; and who 
condemned it likewife as being 
ariftocratic in its principle. 

An inconvenience, arifing not 
fo much from any end propofed 
by the law, as from fome inci- 
dental circumftances of the penal- 
ties which were to enforce obe- 
dience to it, was the caufe of its 
being at this time brought into 
difeufiion. As publicity was one 
of the obje&s aimed at in this 
law, it enabled, that all marriages 
celebrated in places, where banns 
had not been ufually publifhed, 
and marriages celebrated, before 
the abt, fhould be confidered as 
void ab initio. It happened, that 
a great number of new chapels 
and places of worfhip had, ac- 
cording to various exigencies, been 
erebted fiuce the palling of that 
law; and while the more oftenfi- 
ble, and originally operative, parts 
of the law were well remembered, 
nobody thought of examining an 
old abt of parliament, on any idea 
that its penalties extended to fu- 
ture and nccellary contingency. 
Thele newly erebted chapels, 
being uted for all other religious 
purpoles, marriages were folem- 
nized 
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nized in them, without any idea 
of contravening the letter or fpi- 
rit of the law. All thefe were, 
however, fhaken. The litigious 
induftnr of a country attorney, 
and difpoiition of the officers of a 
pari(h, at length brought to light 
the full effect of thi9 claufe. It 
was evidently ridiculous, that the 
validity of a marriage (hould de- 
pend upon the (kill of the parties 
in the antiquities of the place of 
celebration. And as the point 
might become every day more ob- 
fcure, and more a fubjeft of dif- 
cuffion, the evils, already feverely 
felt, threatened the moft alarming 
and general confequences, in the 
moft delicate and valuable of all 
political confiderations. Such is 
the teft of legiflation ! The de- 
pendencies of civil affairs are fo 
nice and various, that the contin- 
gent effefts are often of greater 
moment than the immediate ones. 
A fingle inaccuracy in one law 
may {hake the frame of the whole 
community. The prefent inftance 
is one among many to imprefs 
men imfuch matters with the ne- 
ceffity of deliberation and fore- 
st. 

The firft legal decifion upon 
this new queltion of law, arofe 
upon the calamitous cafe of. a 
pauper, with a family of eleven 
children, who being denied a fet- 
tlement by the pariffi, notwith- 
ftanding an order of the juftices in 
his favour, the matter came into 
the court of King’s Bench ; where - 
the judges, though exceedingly 
contrary to their inclinations and 
feeling,’ thought themfelves un- 
der a neceffity of adhering to the 
letter of the aft. 

This induced Lord Beauchamp 
to introduce the bud nets in the 


Houfe of Commons, and to bring 
in the hea^s of a bill for affording 
relief to the many thoufands who 
were innocently involved in fo 
grievous and calamitous a fitua- 
tion. Such was the concurring 
zeal of all parties, to prevent thofe 
irremediable mifehiefs which were 
likely to ariie from a knowledge 
of the late decifion, that though 
the fubjeft was only introduced 
on the p8 of May, the bill was 
read the third time, and palfed, 
on the 7th of June. 

The marriage aft had in it* 
origin been oppofed with great 
zeal by the late Lord Holland; 
and Mr. Fox conlidering the oppo- 
fition to it as devolved by defeent 
upon himfelf, wiffied to extend the 
provifions of Lord Beauchamp’s 
bill much farther than merely the 
relief intended with regard to the 
fingle objeft in view. 

This was likewife the wifh of 
. many others, who difapproved ei- 
ther in the whole or in part of 1 
the marriage aft. But it not be- 
ing deemed prudent to run the 
rilque of delaying the operation 
or preventing the effeft of the 
new biH by clogging it with 
any matter which might produce 
ap oppofition, Mr. Fox, as foon 
as it was parted, entered, with his 
ufual ability, into a full ftate- 
ment of the marriage aft, in 
which he reprobated in the fever- 
eft terms its principle and defign> 
painted, in the ftrongelt colours> 
the extreme impolicy and perni- 
•cioiis confequences of its reftric- 
tions, and reprelented the whole 
as being equally tyrannical and 
abfurd. He oblerved, that by 
the newly difeovered blot in that 
law, now confirmed by a legal de- 
cifion, molt of the clergy in -the 
kingdom 
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kingdom bad been ignorantly guil- 
ty of felony by the celebration 
of marriages in the new chapels $ 
fo that (as he laughably conti- 
nued) we might expedt to fee mod 
of onr prelates, either tranfport- 
ed to America, orient in their 
lawn fieeves to work on board the 
ballad lighters. He concluded 
by moving for. leave to bring in at 
bill for amending the marriage 
adl ; the amendment going to the 
#peal bf every part of that law, 
excepting what related to the re- 
giftering of marriages. 

The other fide of the quedion 
was taken up by Mr. Burke, and 
Aipported with great ability. He 
fet the matter upon the confide ra- 
tions due to parents and relations, 
as Mr. Fox had confined it to thofe 
©f the parties themfelves. He 
urgedi and enforced all the topics 
which naturally prefent them- 
fidveS in ©ppofition to clandedine 
marriages, contracted between 
perfons unequal in rank, fortune, 
and every circumdanee, at an 
age, in which the law does not 
allow difcretion to perform any 
other ad whatfoever. He con- 
tended, that the marriage a£t had 
pretty judly hit the medium, be- 
tween clofe and mifbhievous re- 
draint, and the former laxity,' 
\yhich had been the caufe of fuch 
diforders and fo manyjud com- 
plaints. He faid, that the pe- 
riod of free agency in this impor- 
tant matter, being reduced to that 
of legal . diferetion in other re- 
fpeCts, there were no complaints 
on either fide. If in the purfuit 
of improvement any. incidental in- 
conveniences had arifen, we ought 
not for the cure of it to refort to 
the original evil* 

. Lord Beauchamp's bill patted 


the Houfe of Lords, and receittol 
the royal attent; but Mr. Fox’s 
bill was lefs fortunate, being loft 
on the .fecond reading, without a 
a divifioo ; the late nets of the 
feafon had, however,* been held 
cm t as a reafon for its not then 
being proper to enter into the 
confidefatiott of a quedion, of fuch 
importance ✓ 

The hope of conciliation in fbme 
manner or form with America, 
and confeguently of withdrawing 
her from her new connexions, 
was not yet entirely extiaCt with 
the opposition ; and under this itn- 
pretfion, Colonel Hartley, on the 
lad day of May but one, had 
moved for the bringing in a bill, 
to ved the crown with fufficient 
powers to treat, coafult, and fi- 
nally to agree, upon the means of 
re&oring peace with the provinces 
of North America. Ihe minidefs 
feemed difpofed to have met the 
quedion only with a filent nega- 
tive : but being rather forced into 
a debate by Sir George Savile, 
it afforded an opportunity to Mr. 
Fox and Mr. Burke, to throw out 
fb much keen cenfure and invec- 
tive upon the whole fubjeX of the 
American bufinefs From the be- 
ginning, that a gentleman on the 
court fide declared, the motion was 
at lead entitled to one praife, that 
of having produced two of the mod 
elegant and powerful philippics 
•againd admin idration, which had 
ever been delivered in that houfe. 
The motion was rejected on a di- 
vifion by a majority of 106 to 
An account of the battle of 
Guildford, in North Carolina, 
having foon after appeared in the 
Gazette, together with thofe fub- 
fequent events, by which it ap- 
peared that the victorious army 
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W •otwithfeuiding fuffered the if competent, of fuph interference, 
eooiequeaces of defeat, in being were likewife brought into quef- 
ebliged to abandon the country, tion, and fully difcuffed. Thefe, 
with all the objects of their cuter- with otb$r matters arifing from 
iag it, and to retire to the fea-fide, the fubjedt, were debated with 
Mr. Fox thought this intelligence, great ability till towards midnight, 
fo authenticated, afforded a pro when the motion Was rejected up- 
per foundation for bringing the on a divifion, 6y a majority of 17a 
bufinefi again forward. 10 99. 

He accordingly, on the ifcth of The ufual vole of credit for a 
Juie, making the Gazette the million being obtained, an end 
groaadof his proceeding, moved, was at length put to thk long, 
that the houfe fhould relolve kfelf and exceedingly tirefojne, feffion 
into a committee, to confiderof of parliament. In j u t v x Q t u 
the American war 5 at the fame the fpeeeh from the ^ * 

time giving notice, that he intend- throne, they were comforted for 
ed tomove a refolution in the com- the iinulual length of attendance, 
mittee — “ That his majelly’s mi* by the fatisfa&ory reflexion, that 
ft nifters ought immediately to their time had been employed in a 
" take every poffible meafure for faithful difcharge of their duty to 
(t concluding peace with our A- their country, in the prefent ar- 
" merican colonies.’* duous and critical flate of public 

As this motion oceafioned an affairs. An entire approbation of 
exertion of all the ability on ei- their condudl, and a perfeft confi- 
ther fide of the houfe, it necelfari- dence in the loyalty and good af- 
ly brought out all the arguments fe&ions of this parliament, was de- 
thathad yet, or that could now dared. The zeal and ardour 
be offered, on the oueftions, of which they had {hewn for the ho* 
fhe propriety of continuing the nour of the crown 5 their firm and 
American war, the grounds for fteady fupport of a good caufe 5 and 
hoping or defpairing of fuccefs, the great efforts they had made to 
the prudence or policy of feeking enable his majefty to furmount all 
a peace with America, the proba- the difficulties of this extenfive 
bilities of obtaining i t, or of de- and complicated war, muft, it was 
Aching them from their allies, if faid, convince the world, that the 
fought, the confequences of grant- ancient fpirit of the Britifh nation 
tog independence to the colonies, is not abated or diminifhed. That, 
which jpufl be laid down as the in the midft of thefe difficulties, 
firft preliminary towards obtain- they' had formed regulations for 
tog fuch a peace, and whether the the better management and im- 
crown was not already endued with provement of the revenue 5 they 
fufficient powers for concluding a had given additional flrength and 
peace with America, if ever thp liability to public credit j and 
neceffity of fuch a meafure fhould their deliberations on the affairs 
be eftabliihed ? Both the compe- of the Eaft-India company had 
tency of parliament to any inter- terminated in fuch meafures as 
ference in the bufinefs of the exe- would, it was trailed, produce 
*utive power, and the propriety, great and effential advantages to 

thefe 
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thefe kingdoms. The fubjeCfc of 
India affairs, was again and again 
recurred to; the benefits to be de- 
rived from the territorial poflef- 
fions, and the attention to be 
paid to the refiraining of abufes, 
particularly noticed; and it was 
concluded that the bufinefs would 
he refumed and completed at their 
next meeting. The ufual declara- 
tions, of wilhing the refforation 
of the public tranquillity, and of 
endeavquiing to bring back the 
deluded fubje&s in America to the 
happinefs and liberty they for- 


merly enjoyed, were now made. 
But, though peace was the earneft 
wi(h of his majefty’s heart, he de- 
clared, that he had too firm a re- 
liance on the fpirit and refources 
of the nation, the powerftil aflift- 
ance of his parliament, and the 
protection of a jult and all-power- 
ful Providence, to accept it upon 
any other terms or conditions, than 
fuch as might confift with the ho- 
nour and dignity of his crown, and 
the permanent intereft and fecu* 
rity of his people. 


i 
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JANUARY. 

December 30, 1780. 

T HE Bifhop of Ofnaburgh 
left Buckingham Houfe, ac- 
companied by Colonel Grenville, 
on his way to the Continent, No- 
‘ thing could be more affecting than 
the parting between the prince and 
, the reft of the royal family. Their 
r haajefties both wept feverely : and 
• the Prince of Wales, in particular, 
C. was fo much affected with the mif- 
f fortune of being deprived, for fo 
b long a period, of the foie compa- 
• nion of his youth, that he flood 
r in a ftate of entire infenfibility; 
t totally unable to fpeak, or to ex- 
L prefs the concern he felt fo 

S * nrongly. 

Jan . 1, 1781: His Royal High- 
nefs the Prince of Wales was de- 
dared of age, and appeared at 
p court in his new chamber, 
t India Hotife. By a report of 
the committee of proprietors* ap- 
[ pointed to examine the Kaft-India 
company’s accounts, the balance 
ih favour of the company on 
Wednefday the 20th ult. appear- 
! «dto be 13,458,8771. including the 

, *alue <}f the Eaft- India Houfe 
and warehoufes, as eflimated'by 
the company’s furveyor in January 

■ laft. 

Home , Jan. 3. In a confiflory 

r voi. xxiv. 


held the 14th infl. the three new 
cardinals, Mancinforte, Antamori, 
and Altieri, received the hat from 
the hands of the Sovereign Pon- 
tiff. Cardinal Pamphili died the 
4th inflant at Verona. Cardinal 
de Simone died the 16th, at his 
feat at Terni 5 and the fame day 
died at Rome, Cardinal de Boxa- 
dors, formerly General of the or- 
der of St. Dominic’. There are 
at prefent eight hats vacant, be- 
fides three that the Pope had re- 
ferred in petto, two in the con- 
fiflory of June 23, 1777, and one 
in that of July 18, 1779. 

A fire broke out at the Tem- 
ple-hall ale-houfe, in Shire-lane, 
Temple-bar, which conlumed the 
fame, with the two houfes on each 
fide adjoining, belides damaging 
two or three others. Two men, a 
woman, and a child, perifhed in, 
the flames. 

A gentleman was taken , 
into cuflody for treafonable ' 5 • 

practices, named Henry Francis 
de la Motte, which he bore with 
the title of baron annexed to it. 
He has refided in Bondfflreet, at 
a Mr. Otley’s, a woollen-draper, 
for fome (ime. 

When he was going up flairs at 
the fecrelary of flate’s office in 
Cleveland row, he dropped feve- 
ral papers on the flair«cafe, which 
[X] wero 
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were immediately difeovered by 
the meflengers, and carried in with 
him to Lord Hilflborcugh. After 
his examination he was committed 
a dole prifoner for high trealbn to 
the Tower. 

The papers taken from him ate 
reported to be of the higheft im- 
portance. Among them are par- 
ticular lifts of every (hip of force 
in any of our yards and docks, the 
complement of men they have on 
board at the time of their failing, 
with remarks of their being well 
manned, when ffiort of the regu- 
lated number. See. He has even 
gone fo far as to furnifli the molt 
accurate lifts of the feamen in the 
different hofpitals at Portfmouth 
and Plymouth. 

In confequence of the above 
papers being found, Henry Lut- 
terloh, Efq. of Wickham, near 
Portfmouth, was afterwards ap- 
prehended and brought to town. 
The meflengers found Mr. Lutter- 
loh read)'’ booted to go a hunting. 
When he underftood their buft- 
nefs, he did not difeover the lead: 
embarrafiment, but delivered his 
keys with the utmoft rcadinels. 
In his drawers were found cafti 
and bank notes to the amount of 
about 300I. but tipoti a careful 
peru fal of the notes, it was difeo- 
vered they were all drawn payable 
to the fame perfon, and dated on 
the fame day with thofe found on 
La Motte. Mr. Lutterloh is a 
German, and had lately taken a 
houle at Wickham, within a few 
miles of Portfmouth j and as he 
kept a pack of hounds, and was 
con fide red as a good companion, 
he was well received by the gen- 
tlemen in the neighbourhood. 

In a few days afterwards, a third 
perlbn, named Ryder, was appre- 


G ISTER, 1781. 

hended and brought to Londoa, 
and who is faid to be the perfon 
from whom I/utterloh derived ajl. 
his information refpe£Vmg the ftate 
of our marine and dock-yards. 

Ryder, the lad -war, performed 
ftgnal fervices to his country, by 
his extenfive knowledge of the 
foundings on the enemy’s coaftj 
and for his a&ive exertions he wa» 
rewarded with a penfion of 200I. 
a-year, which has been regularly 
paid him ever fince. At the fame 
time he has been employed in the 
office at Plymouth ; and by being 
{p capable of giving affiftance to 
the admiralty, he has been em- 
ployed by them in contriving figj- 
nals 5 and it has been through h» 
means that the enemy has be« 
furniffied fo exadbly with our fig- 
nals. 

On the preceding day, a man 
named Rougee, and a Woman 
named Dobrey (with whom -he. 
cohabited), were apprehended at 
their lodgings in Greek-ftreet, 
Soho, in confequence of an in- 
formation lodged againft them, 
charging them with having con- 
veyed various packets of intelli- 
gence to Fiance, by way of Mar- 
gate and Oftend. After a long 
examination both were committed 
to prilon. 

Admiralty Office , Jan. ro. 

Captain Dacres, of his majefty’s, 
ffi ip Perfeus, and the Fortune 
floop, arrived on the 7th inftant 
in the Downs, with the Catherine 
Wilhelmina, a Dutch Eaft-India 
fliip~ of 900 tons, from Rotterdam 
to Batavia, laden with large mafts 
and other naval ftores, and having, 
on board one hundred and thirty 
thoufand dollars in fpecie. — The 
Perfeus has alfo taken and 'lent 
into Portfmouth the Friendfliip, 
a Dutch 
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2 Dutch vcflel, laden with fruit. 
—The GrifHn and Rambler cut- 
ters have taken Le General Ville 
Patoux, French privateer, carry- 
ing 12 guns and 56 men. — And 
Lieutenant Furnival, of the Nim- 
ble cutter, has taken* La Subtille 
French privateer of 14 guns and 
43 men. 

The feflions ended at the 
Old Bailey, when the fol- 
lowing prifoners received fentence 
®f death, viz. James Smith, for 
x robbing Tho. Morris, on Conftitu- 
tion hill, in St. James’s-park, of 
two half-crowns ; Charles Shep- 
pard, for breaking into the dwel- 
ling-houfe of Jane Welt, in St. 
Botolphs, Aldgate, with intent to 
fteal her good? ; Abraham Dry, 
for robbing Janet Atkinfon on the 
, highway near the Broad- fan6tuary, 
Weflminfter, of a bundle contain- 
ing a quantity of (lockings and 
fctherjiedlars goods ; William Do- 
fey and John Darbey, for aifault- 
iflg James Bing in a field near 
Tottenham-court-read, and rob- 
bing him of a pair of filver fhoe- 
tmckles and feme money 5 Mary 
Jones and Anne Gilfon, for fteal- 
feg in the (liop of MelT. Allnut 
apd Cox, in Southampton-llrcct, 
fidbom, 57 yards of Perfian filk ; 
Thomas Maple and Jofeph Maple, 
for breaking into the dwelling 
fctafe of John Seager, the King’s- 
fead, in Gray ’s-inn-lane, and lleal- 
fora table cloth, a filk cardinal, 
too other things; Anne Martin, 
Harris, alias Lanldale, alias 
for tlealing in the dwelling- 
bOofe of Geo. Eltoft, to whom 
thfcday before (he had been hired 
M a (ervant, a quantity of filver 
&te> a metal watch, two coun- 
terpanes, and other things ; (he 
WiUb eonviefed for dealing in 


the houfe of Peter Crawford, efq* 
Clerkenwell, where (he had been 
hired about five hours, a large 
quantity of filver plate, value 40I. 
and upwards. 

This night’s Gazette con- th. 
tains a proclamation for a 1 ^ 
public fall and humiliation to he 
obferved throughout England and 
Wales, on Wednefday the 2} ft day 
of February next, and in Scotland 
on Thurfday the 22d day of that 
month.. 

The Houfe of Commons , 
agreed to the report of the * 
refolution of yeiterday, for grant- 
ing 8o,oool. for the relief of the 
futferers from the late hurricanes 
at Barbadoes, and 40,0001. for 
thofe at Jamaica. 

A letter from Shrew(bury fays, 
“ Between twelve and one o’clock 
on Thurfday morning laft a- (hock 
of an earthquake Was felt by many 
inhabitants in different parts of 
the town, providentially withouf 
doing any damage ; it was fo ftrong 
as to awaken feveral perfons out of 
their deep.” 

* At the meeting of the fociety 
for the encouragement of arts, 
manufa6fures, and commerce, the 
following candidates received the 
premiums adjudged to them for 
drawings : 

Mifs Leonora Deyongh, of Bow, 
Middlefert, the Idler filver pallet 
for a drawing of flowers. 

Mr W. P. Tompkins, of Queen- 
Anne-lfreet Ealt, the greater fil- 
ver pallet, for a drawing of land- 
fcapes. 

Mifs Anne Smith, of Portland- 
road, the Idler filver pallet, for a 
drawing of landfcapes. 

And the golden medal was ad* 
judged to Wm. Mellifh, efq j for 
haying planted on bis eft ate in 

[L] a Notting- 


Digitized by Google 



164] ANNUAL R 

Nottinghamfhire, 47,000 larch- 
trees. 

, Lord Geo. Gordon was 
* 4 * * brought up to the bar of the 
Court of Kings Bench, by virtue 
of a writ of Habeas Corpus, iiTued 
to the Lieutenant Governor ot the 
Tower. 

The writ of Habeas being read, 
and a return made of it, the court 
ordered the indictment to be read ; 
previous to tvhich Lord George 
Gordon requefted permifiion of 
the court tc be heard a few words. 
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to be fpecially fet forth in the iil^ 
diClment for high treafon; but ai 
no particular charge was fpecified 
in his, he fhould find himfelf at & 
lots to meet it with fuch evidence 
as he might otherwife be enabled > 
to produce. — He hoped, however, 
and trufted, that the court, as was ' 
cuftomary in fimilar cafes, would 
become his eounfel in points where 
he flood in need of fuch indul- 
gence j adding, that he only wifh- , 
ed for a candid and impartial- 
trial.” 


This being complied with, his 
lordfhip rematked, “ That he 
was aftonifhed to find, on his ar- 
rival at Weftminfter, that the 
doors of the hall were fliut, and 
confequently that the people had 
not free accefs to his trial. He 
then enumerated the various hard- 
ihips that had attended his fingu- 
lar fituation and long confine- 
ment : faid he had fufrered much 
in conlequeuce thereof by the 
force of public prejudice : expreif- 
ed his furprize that fuch a valt 
number of jurors fhould have been 
fummoned eft 1 his trial, as by this 
means he was deprived of the 
ufual benefit of challenging -his 
jury : he had like wife heard that 
the very judges, of the land had 
been consulted on his cafe ; but he 
hoped the fact- would prove, that 
he had not been thus prejudged. 
Witnciles, he found, were brought 
up from Scotland againft him ; 
what they were to prove he knew 
npt nor did he know how he was 
to bring up witnelles from the 
Janie quarter to confront them, 
having been informed, that the 
jurifdittion of the court did not 
extend to Scotland. N 

“ He understood by the law of 
the land, that the overt-a£l ought 


Lord Mansfield having affinal f 
his lordfhip, that he would meef 
with every indulgence the court ' 
could confidently grant him, the.j 
indidfment was read over, and &e , 
clerk, of the crown afked the pn* 
foner to plead to it 5 when lib 
lcrdfhip faid, “ Not guilty.” 

The attorney-general now m ov^ 
ed the court <f for the prifoner ttf 1 
be again brought up to the bar of ■ 
the court on Monday the jth or 
February, then to be put upon hb 
trial which being made a rule 
of court, his lordfhip was remand* 
ed back to the Tower, under t% 
cutlody of the lieutenant • go* . 
vemor. 

The Weft -India mail, ^ 
brought over by the Anna * 
Terela packet. Captain Crofbyi ar- 
rived on Monday evening at the 
Polt- office, and brings difpafdies 
to the Admiralty from Sir George 
Brydges Rodney, dated the roth 
of December, with advice, that 
he arrived at St. ICitt’s from New 
York two days before, with the 
following fhips of the line, viz. 
Sandwich 90 guns. Centaur 74, 
Rufiel 74, Triumph 74, Refolo- 
tion 74, Alcide 74, Terrible 74 
Shrewfbury 74, Torbay 74, Suf- 
folk 74, and Intrepid 64 : that he 
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had been joined off Barbadoes by 
the Alfred of 74, Monarch 74; 
andlikewife by the Ajax 74, and 
Vigilant 64, from St. Lucia. 

Admiral Hood had been met 
within ten days’ fail of Barbadoes, 
all well. 

Died, Dec. 30, 1780. At Pur- 
fer’s-crofs, Fulham, Mrs. Eliz. and 
Mrs. Fra. Turberville, in the 77th 
year of their ages, of an ancient 
and refpeilable weft-country fa- 
mily} they were twin lifters, and 
both died unmarried What adds 
Jo the lingularity of this circum- 
ftance, they were born the fame 
day, never were known to live fe- 
parate, died within a few days of 
each other, and were interred the 
fame day. 

Sir Roger Burgoyne, bart. 

Jan. 1, 1781. In White-hart- 
yard, Drury-lane, Mary Parker, 
*ge d 10S. 


FEBRUARY. 

Hague, Feb. z. The States of 
jSollind and Weft Frieftand were 
aflcmbled both yefterday and this 
day, as were alfo the different coir 
leges of admiralty: the prince lladt- 
holder is almoft daily in council, 
and this day the three placartsj 
lately publiftied by their High 

S htiaeftes, will be font to the 
rent provinces. 

The marine treaty figned at 
Copenhagen between the plenipo- 
tentiaries of the Empreis of Rutiia 
and thole of the court of Denmark 
on the 28th of June 1780, rela- 
tive to the freedom of the neutFal 
navigation, has appeared here, 
and teems to be entirely founded 
upon the memorial and declaration 
of the emprefs upon that fubjeit 


and the articles are nearly fimilar. 
To this treaty the King of Sweden 
acceded on the 21 ft of July 17 Bo, 
and their High Mightineflcs on 
the 20th of November in the fame 
year. 

On Monday was determined, 
after a hearing of three days, be- 
fore the Barons of the Exchequer, 
the long depending caufe between 
the Vicar of Kenfington, and fe- 
veral of his parifliioners ; when it 
was decreed, that peaches, me- 
lons, pines, and all other hot- 
houfe plants, and exoiicks, and 
all (hrubs, engrafted trees, and 
nurferies, are tytheable in kind, 
whatever expence may attend the 
cultivation. 

, The following narrative of , 
the voyage of five of the vef- * 
fels arrived in Ireland belonging to 
the laft Ealt-India fleet from Chi- 
na to the Cape is contained in a 
letter from an olhcer on board the 
Calcutta to his friend in Edin- 
burgh. 

“ We failed from China on the 
20th of January, in company with 
• the Worcelfer, Royal Henry, 
Morfe, and Alfred; and inlfead 
of the ufual trait by the ftraits of 
Sunda and Banca went by the 
ftraits of Malacca, to avoid the 
rifk of falling' in with an enemy. 
On the 26th of February we took 
our departure from Achinhead, 
and to get clear of danger gave 
the iftands of Mauritius, &c. a 
large birth. 

“ Being ftriitly ordered tP keep 
to the fouthward, to fhun any 
cruifers that might be oft the Cape, 
we were, by ftrong foutherly cur- 
rents, and north-weft winds, dri- 
ven into the latitude of 41 degrees 
and a half, and experienced a long 
run of bad weather. From the 
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»9tk of April, that we were in the 
latitude of the Cape, to the 6th of 
June, we had (almoft without in- 
termillion) the mod violent gales 
of wind and bad weather. Dur- 
ing the gales we parted company 
with the Morfe. 

“ Upon the yth of June, the 
‘Royal Henry proving very leaky, 
we were under the neceflity of bear- 
ing away for Madagalcar, that (he 
might be able, if potlible, to ftop 
her leaks. On the 25th we ar- 
rived fafe at St. Auguftin’s Bay, 
Madagafcar, where we had the 
good fortune to fall in with the 
homeward bound fleet from the 
coaft, viz. the Belleifle 64, Afia 64, 
and Rippon 60, with the Ganges, 
General Barker, Talbot and Nor- 
folk India- men. 

“ This fleet had come in very 
fickly, and had been lying there 
about a week. Very foon after 
came in the Morfe, with whom we 
had parted company the 4th of 
May ; (he had l'prung a leak, and 
had been obliged to throw four of 
her guns, and part of her cargo, 
overboard. 

“ The crews of the Blips hav- 
ing well rid of their feveral 
diforders, and having got on board 
all the neceffary refrefhments, we 
on the 28th of July failed for Cape 
Bona once more. After experi- 
encing again two very hard gales 
of wind, by which leveral of the 
fleet parted company, we at length 
had the good luck to meet all 
again, and come into the Cape to- 
gether the 22d of Augufl. Upon 
our arrival here we had the fatis* 
faction to find, that what had ap- 
peared to us moft unfortunate in 
feveral parts of our pailage, had 
really been moft lucky. Indeed 
I believe a chain of more lucky 
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event* never happened to a Beet 
before. a , 

“ 1. By our going to Malacca , 
we avoided three fail of French ' 
Blips of the line in the ftraits of. : 
Sunda, which probably would hav$ 
taken us all. 

“ 2. By our not being able tq 
reach the Cape the Brft- time, v/e 
avoided five fail of French (hips, . 
which were cruifmg for us. 

(c 3. By getting to Madagafcar' ; 
we fell in with the fleet, whidt - 
we were a£lually ordered tp go in-; 
to the Cape to join, and all’o had * 
the good fortune to find the Morfe 
again. 1 

“ 4. If we had arrived at Table | 
Bay a week or 10 days fooner 4 
when we had the laft fevere gale, 
we muft undoubtedly all have pe- 
riftied; — for, by the accounts of - ( 
the inhabitants, no Blip could have 
rode it out.” - - . 

Saturday, the Court of ^ . 

King’s Bench was opened, 
and the previous hr. fin el s of ad* 1 
millions and bail being finilhed*. 
a petition was read from the poor 
prifoners of the King’s Bench pri- 1 
fon, for the ufual allowance to be < 
paid them fince the time of 'their - 
enlargement by the late riots. , i 
Lord Mansfield could not, he faid, 
grant the prayer of the petitioners, 
becaufe they were not in a6hial 
cuftody, and therefore lpd a ppwet 
to provide for themfelves, whiefy 
When confined they are not fup: 
poled to have. He added, that 
fince the firft day .of the term, be 
had received a great number of 
letters from all parts of the king- 
dom, informing him of the abulos 
of fome attorneys, endeavouring 
to delude the poor, arrefted and 
in cuftody, to pay them money for 
their dilcharge. In order to re- 
medy 
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medy this, he had now ordered a 
lilt to be publiftied of all perfons,. 
and their places of abode, who 
had Surrendered, alfo the names 
of the bail and attorneys concern- 
ed fince the 7th of June laft. That 
unlefs the fame were added to the 
names, the lurrender Ihould for 
the future be void. And he or- 
dered that th« lift (hould be fo 
printed and publifhed, and every 
future certificate (hould be no in- 
demnity, unlefs it contained the 
additions of all parties. 

This morning Lord George 
^ U1 ‘ Gofdon was brought from the 
Tower to the Court of King's 
Bench, Weftminfter Hall, to take 
his trial for a charge of high trea- 
fon : after a trial which lafted one 
and twenty hours he was acquit- 
ted*. 

A dreadful fire broke 
’ out at Capt. Thoburn’s, 
near King Edward Stairs, Wrap- 
ping, which, aflifted by a ftrong 
* faith - wefterly wind, prefently 
communicated to a number of 
Jioufes and warehoufes contiguous, 
a misfortune principally fatal, on 
. account of the narrowneis of the 
facets, both (ides of the way being 
oil fire at the fame time ; the 
flames were fo rapid for lome time 
as to defy the utmoft efforts of the 
v fiftmen and inhabitants. About 
forty houfes were deftroyed, be- 
fidcs (heds. &c. Alfo about fuur 
houfes in Sir William Warren’s 
Square, with every houl'e on both 
fides the way between King Ed- 
ward’s Stairs and Wheat-iheaf- 

m ar f. 

The high winds this night did 
confiddrable damage amongft the 
(hipping. Seyeral houfes were 


nth. 


blown down in various parts of 
London and Weftminfter. 

The recorder made the 
report to his majefty in 
council of the thirteen convicts 
under fentence of death in New* 
gate, who were condemned in 
January feftions, viz. James Smith, 
Charles Shepherd ; Abraham Diy; 
Ann Martin, alias Harris, alias 
Lanfdale, alias Jones; John l.arby 
and Wm.Doby; Jn. Henley; Ann 
Smith, and Eliz. Thompfon, alia 9 
Blacklon ; Jofeph Maple and Tho. 
Maple j Ann Gibfon, and Mary 
Jones 5 when the four firft \ver6 
ordered for execution, and the 
nine laft were refpited during his 
niajefty’s plealure. 

This night’s Gazette , 

contains bis majefty ’s order l ' *** 
in council for the releale and dif- 
charge of all (hips and vetfels be- 
longing to the fubjebts of the ftates- 
general, which had been detained 
by virtue of the order in council 
of Dec. 22, 1780. 

On Thurlday a fpecial .. 

jury, before J*>rd Mansfield ■ 
in the Court of King’s Bench, at 
Weftminfter Hall, determined the 
important canle between Mr. Cole, 
proprietor of Ely -place, in Hol- 
born, and the officers of the pa- 
ri fh of St. Andrew, Hulborn, in 
favour of the plaintiff, by which 
Mr. Cole is eftablifhed in the quiet 
poftl’liion of a very coniiderable 
eitate, protected from the burdens 
of the afteftinents of the parifti, 
of which it was contended to have - 
been a part. The jury by their 
verdict have confirmed a privilege 
which has been obtained ever lince 
the year 1290, regarding the epis- 
copal palaoe of Ely, on the i'cite 


* For a particular account of this trial, fee the Appendix to the Chronicle. 
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of which Ely-place is now built, 
as extra-parochial, and not fub- 
je6t to parifti aflefiments. 

AmfierdamyFeb.i 7 John Adams, 
Efq. has opened a loan for a mil- 
lion of florins for the United States 
of America, according to the 
printed plan of which, each (hare 
lhall amount to 1000 florins, and 
bear five per cent, intereft per 
annum. Mefl' Neufville and fons, 
merchants here, have thd manage- 
ment of this affair, and the obli T 
gations, & c. are figned by Mr. 
Adams, and counterfigned by Mefl'. 
Neufville, and regiflered by the 
notary, Anthony My 1 ins. The 

repayment of this capital (for 
which the Thirteen United States 
of America engage themfelves all 
together, and each of them fe- 
parately, as well as for the punc- 
tual payment of the intereft) will 
be made after the expiration of 
10 years j a fifth part, or 200 
obligations each year, to be de- 
termined by lots, drawn in pre- 
fence of the notary and witnelfes, 
fo that in 15 years all the capital 
will be paid. 

Died, at Norwich, aged 74, 
Henry Goodall, D.D. Prebendary 
of Norwich, Archdeacon of Suf- 
folk, Re&or of Mattiflvall with 
Pattefley, and alfo of Bixley with 
Earl Framingham, in Norfolk 3 
likewife commiflary of the pecu- 
liar jurifdiftion of the Dean and 
Chapter of Norwich. 

At his chambers in the Temple, 
Edw. Capell, Efq. deputy infpec- 
tor of plays. He devoted the laft: 
37 years of his life to the ftudy of 
Shakefpeare’s plays, of which he 
publiftied an edition in the year 
1768. Since that time he has 
been employed in compiling and 
printing the illuftrations to it, the 


EGISTER, 1781. 

greater part of which we are in* ' 
formed are already finifhed. He 
was the alterer of Antony and 
Cleopatra, adted at Drury-lane i 
1758. He was alfo editor of % 1 
volume of ancient poems called 
“ Prolufions.” < 


MARCH. 

At the beginning of this month 
the diftemper among the horned 
cattle broke out in the Ifle of 1 
Thanet. It began at Mrs. Cow- \ 
ell’s, at Salmfton, near Margate, , 
and is fuppofed to have been \ 
brought over from Oftend by twq ; 
lheep {kins, which being thrown 
on the beech were taken up with 
fome fea-weed, and laid on 
dung hill. To thefe a cow fmelt, 
and rolled on them. Six other 
beafts died at Manllon 3 five more 
were {hot there, and buried on 
the 9th j federal others died 3 fome 
were fhot. On the 12th, an or- 
der of council was iflued (as ufual) 
prohibiting the removal of dif- 
tempered cattle, and ordering 
them to be killed, and buried at 
leaft four feet deep, with their 
hides flafhed, &c. Two more were 
feized with it at Minfter on the 
1 6th, and immediately killed and 
buried. By the above, and other ' 
precautions, it is hoped, that it 1 
will fpread no further. Some had ; 
been previouflv removed to Alh 
and Chiflet j though nothing feems 
eafier than to confine them in this ; 
ifland, there being only three out* 
lets, viz. at Sandwich, Sarr, and 
Reculver. 

The following account of ^ 
the lofs of the General Barker 
Eaft-Indiaman is given in a pri- 
yate letter from Holland, from a 
gentle- 
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gentleman on board : “ In the 
hard gale of wind which came on 
between eleven and twelve at 
night on the 1 2th inft. we parted 
with three cables a-head, and foon 
after loft every anchor and cable 
we had. The following day we 
fired fignals of diftrefs, but could 
get no affiftance. We were at laft 
drifted againft the Kentifh Knock, 
where we lay for fix hours ; by the 
help of a llrong tide we got off in 
the evening, but not without the 
lofs of all our boats, and cutting 
away our main and mizen mafts. 
The gale continuing on the 15th, 
we were driven on ftiore on the 
coaft of Holland, ii} which dread- 
ful fituation We remained all night, 
fxpe&ing every moment to be our 
laft, and in which horrid fufpenfe 
fifteen of the crew a<$lually perifh* 
ed. In the morning the Dutch 
Very humanely came out to our 
affifiance, and refeued about fixty 
of us from ^.fituation more eafily 
to be imagined than I can deferibe. 
We are now at Norwaygon, where 
we meet with every fympathy our 
condition merits.” 


N I C L E. nGgi 

with the fpirits behind the houfe, 
in Upper Holborn, at 22,4781. 3s. 
8d. at prime colt; the furniture 
ioiol. — at Holborn-bridge 78311. 
2S. gd. befides the dead ftock* of 
mills, worms, pipes, and damage 
done to leveral houfes adjoining to 
Mr. Langdale, held by him under 
leafes. There was great difpute 
• <ft>out the eftimates', as the wit- 
neffes were not properly prepared 
to anfwer the counl'el with their 
calculations. The recorder made 
a long fpecch. He contended, 
that Sir. Langdale had no right 
to recover, becaufe the fire was 
communicated from the fpirits 
which were firft fet in a blaze to 
the buildings and other property. 
To this point one witnefs was ex- 
amined. The judge feerriedagainft 
the diftin6tion. Mr. Langdale ad- 
mitted the receipt of 14,662b from 
the Excife $ 11,423b of the Union 
Fire-Office $ 1683I. 8s. 8d. of the 
London Affurance Company; qooI, 
of the Hand in Hand Fire Office ; 
but neverthelefs he brought his 
a£tion to include thefe leveral 
fums for the benefit of the Excife 


Jtb. 


On Saturday was tried be- 
fore Mr. Juftice B idler and a 


fpecial jury at Guildhall, the im- 
portant caufe between Mr. Lang- 
dale, the diftiller, who fued the 
late lord mayor under the riot a£t, 
to recover of the inhabitants of 


and different offices. The judge 
without , delivering any opinion 
left the whole cafe to the confi- 
deration of the jury, who with- 
drew for near two hours, and gave 
a verdict for 18,729b 10s. da- 
mages only. The jury added alfo. 


the city the damages he fuftained 
by the deftru&ion of his premifes 
and goods during the late difturb- 
ances. The attorney - general, 
Mr. Lee, and Mr. Murphy, were 
Counfel for the plaintiff, and the 
recorder, Mr. Dunning, Mr. Da- 
venport, and Mr. Rofe, for the. 
city. Mr. Langdale went for 
1,559b 19s. 7d. under feveral 
sad s, viz. the great warehoufey 


that Mr. Langdale could not re- 
cover the infu ranees in truft. The 
verdidt is referved for the opinion 
of the judges, whether goods and 
ftock in trade are within the mean- 
ing of the a£t of parliament, and 
a new trial will be moved for next 
term by the city, as the jury gave 
a verdict for the goods and ftock 
in trade, which are included in 
the damages given, contrary, as 

the 
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the counfel fay, to the riot aft, 
whereby thefe buildirigs are to be 
repaired, and no other recompences 
provided for. 

Charles Logie, Efq. his ma- 
jefty’s late conful general at Mo- 
rocco, arrived in town with dif- 
patches from Gov, Elliot of Gib- 
raltar. Before Conful Logie left 
Morocco, the emperor, under the 
inliuence of the gifis he had re- 
ceived from the Spanifh court, 
threatened the inhabitants of Tan- 
gier with the mod: dreadful effefts 
of his refentment if they held any 
friendfhip with the Englifh ; and 
at his injunftion, 50 of the prin- 
cipal inhabitants went to the con- 
ful’s houfe, and demanded an au- 
dience 5 on an interview being 
given, they fucceflively went up 
to Mr. Logie, fpit in his face, 
pointed their daggers to his bread, 
and called him by every oppro- 
brious appellation that could be 
ufed. Mr. Logie reports, that 
the greated fcarcity of grain pre- 
vailed through the country, no 
rain having fallen for thefe three 
lad years. 

Amjlerdam , March 8. The per- 
fons appointed to receive the lub- 
fcription entered into by the in- 
habitants of this city for the re- 
lief of their countrymen who are 
in prifon in England, have ad- 
dreded the Duke of Richmond, 
and begged of his grace, fo famed 
throughout Europe for his fenti- 
ments of generofity and humanity, 
to give an -eye to the difpofal of 
the money fent to England for the 
above praife-worthy purpofe. The 
duke, touched with fo diftinguifh- 
ed a mark of confidence, return- 
ed the following anfwer in his own 
hand-writing. 

“ I cannot but be much datter- 
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ed at being chofen to have the 
care of the money fubferibed by 
the inhabitants of Holland for the 
relief of their impri toned coun- 
trymen; full of edeem, and ad- 
miration of their lentiments of 
humanity and beneficence, I beg 
the gentlemen fubferibers to be 
allured that I will willingly ex- 
ert all my power in the execution 
of the truft repofed in me; and if 
I can be of any ufe towards ren* 
dering their generous efforts more 
advantageous, I will do it with all 
my heart. 

(Signed) Richmond” 
In conlequence of which tbe 
fubferibers have fent one thoufanj 
pounds fterling to England, and 
have defired the duke to appoint 
a proper perfon to have the diftri- 
bution of it they took the fame 
opportunity to fignify to his grace 
with what humanity the EnglifS 
prifbners were treated in Holland 
This morning failed the 
following fhips, with a ^ 
large fleet of viftuallcrs, & c. for 
Gibraltar, viz. Britannia, 100, 
Vice-admiral Darby, Rear-admi* 
ral Kempenfelt, Captain Bradley; 
Royal George, ioo. Rear-admiral 
Rofs, Captain Bourmader ; Prince 
George, 98, Rear-admiral Digtyf, 
Captain Williams ; Queen, Mait- 
land j Duke, Douglas; Formid- 
able, Clelahd ; Namur, 90, Saw- 
year ; Ocean, Ourry ; Union, Dal- 
rymple ; Foudroyant, 80, Jarvis; 
Alexander, 74, Longford ; Bello- 
na, ‘Onflow ; Canada, Collier ; 
Cumberland, Peyton ; Courageux, 
Mulgrave ; Defence, C ran Hone ; 
Dublin, Dixon ; Edgar, Elliot; 
Fortitude, Bickerton ; Marlbo- 
rough, Penny; Valiant, Goodali 
Bienfaifant, 64, Bfaithwaite ; In- 
flexible, Cotton ; Lion, Cbtnwal - 
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tis ; Magnanime, Wolfeley j Noti- hurricanes in the Weft-India 
fuch, Wallace; Repulfb, Dent; Iflands, to the Treafurer of the 
Medway, 60, Harmsod ; Miner* Committee, for their relief, 
va* 38, Fielding ; Flora, 36, Died, at Wreft- Houle, in 
Williams; Monfieur, Phipps ; La Bedfordfhire, aged 30, Lord Pol- 
Prudeuce, Waldegrave; Arnbuf- warth, only lbn of the Earl of 
cade, 32, Conway ; Emerald, Marchmont, and fon- in-law to 
Marihafl ; Crefcent, 28, Paken- the Earl of Hardwicke. Dying 
ham; Kite, 14, Trollope; and without iftue, the Englifh barony 
Furnace, Firebrand, Harpy, and of Hume, created in 1776, is 
Lightning fire-ihips ; which are extinct. 

to be joined from Plymouth by Thomas Knight, Ef]. at God- 
two frigates, and from Ireland by' merlham, in Kent, in the 80th 
the St. Albans and Veftal. year of his age. This gentleman. 

The following is a lid who died pollefted of a large eftate, 

* of' his Majefty’s (hips on was elected citizen in parliament 
the Jamaica Ration which were for Canterbury, A D. 1734, and 
loft or damaged »n the late hurri- was many years chairman at the 
fane, vi$ Stirling-Caftle of 64 quarter iellions. His paternal 
guns, loft, the Captain and about name was Brodnax, which early in 
50 people were faved. Phoenix of life he exchanged for that of May, 
44 guns, loft on the Cuba fhore, and afterwards by a ftatute of 
raoft of the people faved Scar- 9 Geo. II. he took the name of 
bqrougb .of 20 guns, loft at lea, Knight, which occasioned a face- 
and every perlbn perilhed. Hec- tious member to propole “ a ge- 
tor of 74 guns, loft all her guns neral bill to enable that gentle- 
atjd malts. Grafton of 74 guns, man to take what name he pleated.** 

, loft all her malts. Egmont of Through a lung extent of life he 
74 guns, ditto. Trident cf 64 ever maintained a dignity oma- 
gjins, ditto. Ruby of 64 guns, mental of human . nature, and a 
ditto. ■ Briftol of 50 guns, ditto, piety irreproachable, which no- 
Eudymion of 44 guns, ditto, thing but the fmcerity of his reK- 
Ulyfies of 44 guns, ditto. Po- gion could inlpire ; evidenced by 
mona of 28 guiw, ditto. Thun- a conllant attendance on his 
derer of 74 guns, loft. chriftian duties, and realized by 

aot k Two gold medals of 1 j a mod exemplary patience and 
guineas each, given annu- relignaiion during a tedious and 
ally by his Grace the Duke of painful illnels. His own family 
Grafton, Chancellor of the Uni- have loft in him a molt indulgent 
vcrlity of Cambridge, for the en- parent, Ids relations and friends a 
couragement of Clatlical learning, ready and able help, and the neigh- 
were adjudged to Mr. George bourhood a munificent patron and 
Law, of Queen’s, and Mr. Ro- benefadtor. 
belt Pedley, of St. John’s, BB A. 

At a Court , of Common 

‘Council, obQl. was or- APRIL. 

<kwd to be paid out of the Cham- 
ber, towards the relief and fup- Hague, April 1. We are allured 
port of the fufferers by the late that Mr. Van de Parre, director 

of 
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of our Eaft-India Company, and 
Mr. de Boers, advocate of the 
faid company, are returned from 
Paris , that the former with the 
approbation of their High Migh- 
tiness, has there figncd a treaty 
offenfive and defenfive for the 
Dutch Eaitrlndia Company ; one 
of the conditions of which is, 

“ that fix French men of war, 
already failed for the Cape of 
Gobd Hope, and which are to be 
joined by fome others from the 
ifland of Mauritius, (hall affilt in 
protedling the Cape* and the pol- 
feflions of our company in the In- 
dies, in conjunction with the fhips 
of. the latter no>v there." We 
are allured, that the alliance was 
concluded the end of laft month ; 
ctonfequently the Cape is fafe from 
every inlul t j and the more fo, as 
the governor forefeeing the’ hofii- 
lities, has put the place in a pro- 
per fitate of defence, and armed 
6000 peafants. 

, Captain Donaellan, con- 

2 ‘ vi&ed of the murder of Sir 
Theodofius Boughton, about le- 
ven in the morning was carried 
in a mourning coach from War- 
wick gaol to the place of execu- 
tion, and hanged according to 
his lentence 5 after which his body 
was given to the furgeons, to be 
differed. Before he was turned 
off he addreiled the fpe&ators in 
the following terms : “ That a$ 
he was then going to appear be- 
fore God, to whom all deceit was 
known, he folemnly declared, that 
he was innocent of the crime for 
which he was to fuffer.” 

, The fubjeCls propofed by 

3 4 the Vice Chancellor of Cam- 
bridge, for the two prizes given 
by the Bight Hon. John Townf- 
hend and James Mansfield, El'q. 

I 
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members for the Univerfity of ( 
Cambridge, are. 

For Senior Bachelors : Quaenanv 1 
fint caufie cur AfiaticI fervitufa ; 
temper fuerint patientiores, qilam 
Europan ? « 

For Junior Bachelors : Utruin 
is fit in oratorum numero haben- 
dus, qui non fit omnibus iis ar- 
tibus, quae funt libero digna^ < 
perpolitus ? 

Dublin , April 7. Letters were 
on Thurfday received in town ;, 
from Captain Murphy, of the ' 
Charming Mary privateer of Dubr 
lin, to his owners, which contain ’ 
the agreeable news of his havii^ ' 
taken and brought into Loug}h . 
fwilly a rich Dutch merchant fhip,' ■ 
from St. Euftatia, bound to Am’ 
fterdam, computed to be worth ; 
30,0001. She had 300 hogfhead* ] 
of fugar on board. The Charm* 
ing Mary mounted only eight 
guns. ' f 

India Houfc, April io. At a gei 
neral Court of Proprietors of Eaft- 
Jndia Stock held,, according 'fa 
advertifement, on fpccial affairs. 
Mr. Jones rofe and introduce^ .< 
the following motion : 

" That a Committee of fa 
Dire&ors, and fix Proprietors, be 
appointed, to confider of theif , 
chartered rights, and of the na-. 
ture and extent of their right th i 
the territorial poifeflions acquired 
L11 India 5 and at the fame time to 
confider of propofitions to be of- 
fered as the bafis of an agreement 
between Government and the 
Company, for the prolongation 1 
of their exclufive right to trade 
in India.** 1 

This meeting was in confe- 
quence of a motion made in the 1 
Houfe of Commons by Lord 
North the day before, “ That 

this 
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this Houfe will, on Wednefday Devifme, Chairman of Scrutineer* 
the 25th of April, refolve itfelf The numbers were : 


into a Committee, to confider of 
the propriety of the Crown taking 
into its own hands the territorial 
acquiiitions of the Eaft-India Com- 
pany, and lecuring to the public 
a (hare in the revenue arifing 
therefrom. On this occafion Lord 
North in filled upon it, as an 
ekablilhed maxim, that whatever 
territorial acquiiitions are made 
by fubje£ts, mud neceftarily be- 
long to the public ; and that con- 
fequently he was as clear as he 
Was of any thing whatever, that 
the territorial poifeiTions in India 
are the undoubted right and pro- 
perty of the crown and people, 
iith Came on the election of 
a Governor, Deputy Go- 
vernor, and twenty-four Directors 
ef the Bank of England, for the 
yearenfuing, when the following 
gentlemep were chofen : William 
Ehrer, Efq. Governor ; Richard 
Neave, Efq. Deputy-Governor ; 
Samuel Beachcroft, * Daniel 
Booth, * Lyde Browne, Richard 
Clay, William Cooke, Edward 
Darrell, George Drake, * Peter 
Du Cane, Martyn Fonnereau, 
Peter Gauifen, * Daniel Giles, 
Chriftopher Hake, William Hal- 
hed, Thomas Scot Jacklon, * Job 
.Mathew, Benjamin Mee, * Jo- 
feph Nutt, Edward Payne, * Geo. 
Peters, * Henry Plaint, Chrifto- 
pher Puller, William Snell, Sam. 
Thornton, and Mark Weylaud, 
Efqrs. Directors. 

Thole marked with * are new 
Dire<ftors. 

India Houfe, April 12. This day 
the report of the ballot for the 
choice of Directors was made at 
the Eaft-India Houfe, by Mr. 


Richard Hall - 839 

John Hunter - 580 

Samuel Peach - 528^ 

Jofeph Sparkes - 853 

.John Smith - 797 

George Tatem - 724 

The Norrifian prize for i/8r 
was alligned to Mr. Jof. Whiteley, . 
of Magdalen College, Cambridge, 
for his Elfay on the Advantages 
of Revelation. 

The Lord Mayor, Alder- ^ ^ 
men, and Sheriffs, with their 
ladies, met at the Manfion-houfe, 
and from thence proceeded, at- 
tended by the Governors of the 
City Hofpitals, City Marflials, 
&c. to St. Bride’s church, where 
an excellent fermon was preached 
by the Right Rev. Dr. Rofs, Lord 
Eifticp of Exeter; after which, 
the report of the ftate of the City 
Hofpitals was read before the 
v Governors. 

In Chrift’s Hofuital, 188 placed 
out, 10 whereof inftru6ted in ma- 
thematics and navigation. Remain 
1177; buried 13. 

In St. Bartholomew’s, 3942 
cured. Out - patients relieved, 
6034. In the ITofpital, 382. 
Out-patients, 2 cg. Buried 177. 

St. Thomas’s, 3249 cured. Out- 
patients relieved, 3861. In-pa- 
tients 'remaining, 470. Out-pa- 
tients, 263. Buried 259. 

Bridewell. Admitted, 459. 
Maintained in Trades, 37. 

Bethlehem. Admitted, 200. 
Cured, 179. Remain, 267. Bu- 
ried, 20. 

Paris, April 2 1 . Monficur de 
Monteille being on a cruize off 
Cape Francois, with a fquadron 
of fix fail of the line and three 
frigates. 
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frigates, from Toulon, upon the 
35th of February met with a moft 
violent gale of wind, which com- 
menced about eight P. M. and 
continued to blow very hard until 
the next day at five A. M. in 
which time the fleet fuflered veiy 
much. 

Lift of the fquadron, and the da- 
mages they have iutiained. 

Guns. 

Le Palmier v 74 (flag) loft 36 guns 

Le V:£toire 74 loft lowet malls 

L’lntrepid 74 loM up n the rocks 

Le Couton 64 no damage 

Le Triton 64 ditto 

Le Refleche 64 loft her lowermafts 

Le frigate Gentille 44 fafe 

L’Andromache <14 ditto 

L'Atalante 38 funk by the Pal- 

nrrer,who ran foul of her. 

A dmiralty - Offi cc, April 23 , 1781. 
Copy of a letter from Captain Cut- 
ten, of his Majtfys Ship Belle 
Panic, to Mr. Stephens, dated 
Leith Road , 1 8 / 7 / infant. 

I beg you will pleafe to acquaint 
their lordffiips, that his Majelty’s 
{hips Belle Poule and Berwick be- 
ing near the entrance of the Firth 
of Edinburgh, on the 17th of 
April, at day-break, we fell in 
with, and after fliort a&ion took 
the Callonne privateer, of 32 guns, 
and 240 men; commanded by 
Luke Ryan. She had been but 
five days from Dunkirk, and had 
only taken and ranfomed one fmall 
brig. 

At the annual eledtion for Pre- 
fident, Council, and Officers of 
the Society of Antiquaries, the 
following noblemen and gentle- 
men were chofen for the year en- 
fuing : 

Members of the Old Council con- 
tinued : 

Jeremiah Milles, D. D. F. R. S. 
Dean of Exetep, Prefident. The 
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Honourable Daines fiarringtofb 
, F. ft. S. V. P. Owen Salulbuiy 
Brereton, Efq. F. R. S. V. P. 
Edward Bridgen, Elq. f. R. S. 
Sir William Chambers, Knt. P. S. 
F. R. S. Richard Gough, Efq* 
F. R. S. Diredtor. Edward King. 
Efq. F. R. S.V. P. Michael Lort, 
D. D. F. R. S. V. P. Thomas 
Morel!, D. D. Sec. William 
Norris, M. A. Sec. Daniel Wray, 
Efq. F. R. S. 

New Members of the Council: 

George, Earl of Chefterfield. 
John, Lord Bifhop of St. David’s* 
Sir Henry Charles Englefield* 
Bart. F. R. S. Richard Kaye, 
D. LL. F. R. S. John Munfo, 
M. D. F R. S. Robert, Lotd 
Petre. Robert Richardfon, D. P. 
John Topham, Elq. F. R. S. Sir 
Richard Woilley, Bart. F. R. S. 

Officers; — Prefident, the Dean 
of Exeter. Treafurer, Edward 
Bridgen, Efq. Secretaries, the 
Rev. Mr. Norris, and the Rev. 
Dr. Morel!. Diredtor, Richard 
Gough, Efq. 

Navy -Office, April 30. By the 
returns from the Navy-office, pre- 
fented to the Houle of- Commons 
by Lord Lifburne, Jan. 23, 1 7 B 1 , 
it appears, tha.t from Sept. 29, 
1774, to September 29, 1780, 
there were railed for his Majefty’s 
fea fervice, including marines, 
175,900 men, that of them in the 
five years, beginning with 
and ending with 178©, 18,54$ 
died, 1243 wer^ killed, and 42,^69 
deferted. — Total 61,857. And 
by returns from the War-office, 
prefen ted by the fecretary at waf, 
it appears, that there were railed 
in Great Britain and Ireland fbr 
his Majefty s land fervice, militia 
and fencible men in North Britain. * 
not included, from Sept. 29, if] A r 

to 
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to Sept, ftp, 1780, 76,885 men, of three miles beyond Durham ; it is 
which there have died in N. Ame- by many thought a rival to what 
rica and the Well-Indies 10.01 a ; was Mr. Morris’s ground at Chep- 
becn taken priloners, including How; the ltyle of the country is at 
thofe unden the convention of Sa- both places much the fame, ver j 
ratoga, 8629 ; deferted 3801 ; and bold inequalities*, woods, and 
been difcharged the fervice 3S85. rocks ; the river Wier, on which 

— Total 26,327. The Britifh Cocken is fituated, is at the lbuth 

corps and recruits fent to North rock very finely i'mooth, at the 
America and the Weft- Indies were, north rock the current is as finely 
in 1778, 3774; in 1779, 6871$ rough, fo far producing a har- 
and in 1780, 10,237. — Total, mony of the compleatell^ kind, 
20,882. the other objects ornamenting the 

“ Conftantinople , April 30. fcene 5 but without the inclofure. 

On the 23d inftant, a fire broke are Durham cathedral, the ruin of 
out in the quarter of this city the abbey, belonging to Dr. Kaye, 
winch is almoft entirely inhabited prebend of Durham, the fpire at 
by lawyers. It was fo violent, that, Chefter le Street, and Lumley 
notwithftanding all poftible aftift- Caftle ; the whole forming many 
anpc, it continued burning eleven enchanting feenes, yielding both 
hours ; it is computed that 200 in beauty and fublimity to none 
bodes were deftroyed. but Piercefield. 

A fortnight ago the plague At his houfe at Kennington, 
broke out again in this city ; the in his 7 2d year, Sir Jofeph Ay- 
hotel of the Venetian ambalfador ' Ioffe, Bart, of Cranfield, Suflex, 
has been afte&ed with it, one of V. P. A. S. and F. R. S. He was 
whofe domeftics is dead. It is defcended from a. Saxon family an- 
y^ry probable that this terrible, tiently ieated at Boston Alof near 
calamity was brought hither from Wye, co. Kent* in the reign of 
Sabnica, from whence we learn Hen. III. who removed to Hom- 
that it has made luch ravages church, co. Eftex, in that of Hen. 
there, that though two thirds of VI. and to Sudbury in that of 
the inhabitants had left the place, Edw. IV. Sir Wm. Ayloffe of 

- it carries off upwards of 100 per- Great Braxted, co. Eftex, was 

fow daily.” knighted by James I. and after- 

* Died, Lady Mary Carr, fifter wards created a baronet 16125 and 
of Lord Darlington, and wife of from his eldeft fon by his 3d wife, 
Mr. Carr of the Adelphi. Among the late baronet was the fourth in 
other qualities, better and more defeent and fifth in title. His 
valuable to her family and her father and grandfather were both 
friends, a diftant acquaintance of Gray’s-Inn. He was barin 
®aybe allowed to mark her me- about the year 1708, admitted of 

• moiy, as a woman of a ditlinguifti- Lincoln's-Inn, 1724, and of St. 

taftej it was her lad . fliip who John’s Coll. Oxf. elected V F. A. S. 
dirc&ed the laying but of much Feb. 10, 1731, one of, the firft 
of the,ground, at Mr. Carr’s fine council under their charter 1751, 
place, at Cocken. Cocken is a vice prefident 17 , F.R.S. 17 . 

cultivated ground on the Wier, Iu 1 748, he prompted Mr. Kirby, 

painter 
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painter in Ipfwich, to make draw- fcription of five monuments in tie , 
ings of a great number of monu- former, engraved by the fame & '■ 
tnents and buildings in Suffolk, ciety, who muff reckon, among 
of which 12 were engraved, with the many obligations which thgr 
a defeription, 1 748, and more owe to his zeal and attention to ■ 
remained in his patron’s hands, their interefts, the laft exertion# 
On the building of Wdtminller- of his life to put their affairs on 1 
bridge he was appointed lecretary the moft refpeCtable and advan- 
to the commiifioners 1736-7 5 au- tageous footing, on their removal 
ditor general of the hofpitals of to their new apartments in SomCT: ; 
Bridewell and Bethlem 1730 5 and fet-houfe. He fnperin tended j&e 
on the effabliffiment of the Paper- new edition of Leland’s Collefc.’ 
Office on the refpe6Yable footing tanea, in 9 vols. 1770, andoftfce 
it at prefent is, by the removal of Liber Niger Scaccarii, in 2 vols; 
the Bate papers from the old gate 8vo. 17715 to both which he added ' 
at Whitehall to new apartments at a valuable appendix 5 to the latitf* 4 
the Treasury, he was nominated the charter of Kingfton on Thame^.i 
one of the three keepers of themj of which his father was record^, 
and 1772 publilhed in 4(0. “ Ca- His extenfive knowledge of 
lendars of the Antient Charters, national antiquities and municipal, ' 
&c, and of the Welch and Scotifh rights, and the agreeable manner" 
Rolls now remaining in the Tower in which he communicated it Vf 
of London, &c. M with a judicious his friends and the public,, raiflf ! 
and learned account of our public make him fincerely regretted . 
records, by way of introdu6lion. all who had the pleafure of .hi# 

He drew up the account of the cha- acquaintance. He married Mafc, 
pel on London bridge, of which an garet> daughter and foie beiitB* 
engraving was publilhed by Ver- of Tho. Railton, Efq. of Carftlle* : 
tue 1 748, and again by the So- by whom he had one fon of hi 
ciety of Antiquaries 17 77. His own name, who died at the 
hiftorical defeription of the inter- of 21, Dec. 19, *756* ' 

view between Hen. VIII. and Fra. . v , 

I. on the Champ de Drap d’Or, ^ j 

from an original painting at Wind- MAY. , , J 

for, and his account of the paint- j 

ings of, the fame age at Cowdry, Was holden, at jSion Col- ,*/ 3 
were inferted in the Archaeol. lege, the anniverfary meeting 2 j 
vol. iii. 1775, and printed fe- of the London clergy, when a Latin ' 
parately to accompany engravings lermon was preached in St. Alph- * 
of two of thefe pictures by the So- age Church, by their prefident, ihtf j 
ciety of Antiquaries. His ac- Rev. James Waller, D. D. Afte# 1 
count of the body of Edw. I. as which the following gentlemen, 1 
it appeared on opening his tomb, were elefted officers for the yea# i 
1774, was printed in the fame vo- enfuing: the Rev. John Douglas^ 
lume, p. 376. His intimate ac- D. D. prefident} Peter WbaUcy^.. J 
quaintance with every part of LL. B. and William Romaiae^ ] 
Wetfminfter- abbey and city dif- M. A. deans; Thomas Weales, 
played itfelf in his accurate de- D.D. Samuel Carr, M. A. George 

Stinton, 
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$tk on, D.D. and Henry Whit- 
field, D.D. alliftants. 

Dublin, April 24. Yefterday be- 
ing quarter-day of the guild of 
merchants, the fubje&, which has 
lately engaged the public atten- 
tion, of Portugal’s refuting the 
entry and fale of Iri(h manufac- 
tures, received a full investigation. 
In the courfe of a long debate, 
after many able fpeakers had 
expatiated upon the fchemes of 
fotne perfons in England, to render 
the boafted grant of a free trade 
to Ireland a mere nullity, and that 
the Court of Portugal had adopt- 
ed this injurious partiality of re- 
futing our munufa£tures through 
their artifice, it was on the other 
hand clearly evinced, that his Ex- 
cellency the Lord Lieutenant and 
the Right Hon. Mr. Eden had 
taken, on the earireft information, 
the moft a&ive part to obtain an 
immediate remedy. This having 
fully appeared from two letters of 
Mr. Eden, and from other autho- 
' rides, and that there was a great 
probability of their endeavours 
bring crowned with the wifhed-for 
fuccefs, it was refolved, that the 
thanks of the guild fhould be pre- 
dated to his Excellency the Earl 
of Carlide, and to the Right Hon. 
Mr. Eden, for their warm and 
earned exertions in favour of the 
commercial intereSta of Ireland. 

Triejle, May 4. There is a plan 
here on foot to build about thirty 
veflels againft the next fpring, in 
order to carry pn a trade with all 
nations, and with the belligerent 
pnwere under the Auftrian flag; 
geeat advantages are expedted from 
tips trade. 

^ Yefterday the Court of Ex- 
‘ chequer gave judgment in the 
caufe, wherein Mefirs. Eyre and 
Voi.XXIV. 
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Strahan, his majefty’s printers > 
were plaintiffs, and Mr. Carnap 
book feller, was defendant* The 
bill was brought againft Mr. Car- 
nan, for printing the Form of 
Prayer appointed to be ufed on 
the General Fall day, when the 
exclufive right of his majefty’s 
printers to print the faid Form of 
Prayer was fully eftablifhed, and 
a decree given in their favour with 
cofts. 

Naples t May 8. Mount Vefu- 
vius has been very quiet for a 
long time, but the mountain call- 
ed Somma, not very far from the 
former, opened laft month, and 
the lava runs very violently. No 
one fufpedted this mountain to 
contain fo much combuftible mat- 
ter, nor has any lava ifliied from 
it before during the memory of 
man. 

St. James's. This day, af- .v 
ter the levee, Dr. Brownlow ^ 
North, Bifhop of Worcefter, kifftd 
his majefty’s hand, on being tran- 
flated from that fee to the Bifhop- 
rick of Winchefter. As did Dr. 
Hurd, Bifhop of Lichfield and 
Coventry, on his tranflation to the 
fee of Woroefter. 

Yefterday was held the .. 
anniverfary meeting of the ^ 
Sons of the Clergy ; at which 
were prefent the right honourable 
the lord mayor ; hi3 Grace the 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, 'prefi- 
dent, the right honourable the 
lord chancellor. Sir John Skyn- 
ner, vice-prefident, his Grace the 
Archbifhop of York, his Grace 
the Lord Primate of Ireland, the 
Marquis of Carmarthen, the Earl 
of Hillfborough, their lordfhips 
the Bifhops of Rochcfter, Bath 
and Wells, Lichfield and Covers? 
try, Bangor, Chefter, Lincoln and 
[M] St* 
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St. David’s ; Lord Coleraine ; 
Alderman Plomer, Clarke, Wool- 
ridge, Pugh, and Kitchin ; She- 
riff’s §ainibury and Cbrichton ; 
the Deans of Durham and Wind- 
for. Sir Thomas Egerton, Sir 
Tofhua Reynolds, Philip Yorke, 
Efq; with many of the clergy and 
gentry. The fermon was preach- 
ed by the Rev. Dr. Markham, 
RcCtor of St. Mary, White-chapel, 
from Jeremiah xlix. 1 1„ ‘ Leave 
thy fatherleli children, I will pre- 
ferve them alive, and let thy wi- 
dows trull in me/ 

Collection at St. Paul’s 

on Tuefday the 1 Jth 1 . s. d. 
* ind. — — 200 5 6 

Ditto, on Thurfday the 

17th — — 26 r 13 6 

Ditto, at Merchant Tay* 

lors-hall — — 567 2 4 


Total 1029 f 4 

A donation of fifty pounds, by 
the late Anne Fox, and a further 
fum of 24I. 7s. iod. being the 
half year’s dividend on the fum 
of 1626I. 4s. 94. in the three per 
cent confol. bank annuities, pur- 
chafed with the' legacy of the late 
Margaret Dongworth, made a part 
of the colle&ion at the hall. 

« A general court of pro- 
sl prietors was held at the 
Eall-India Houfe in Leadenhall- 
fireet, in order to take ihto con- 
lideration the propofitions fubmit- 
ted by the directors for the bafis 
of an agreement between govern- 
ment and the company, when fome 
new matter was llarted that will 
require very ferious difeuflion. It 
arofe from words in the firft pro- 
ppfrtion, that all -the company’s 
prefent chartered privileges, lhall 
be preferred entire, fo far as is 


confident with the rights of ttef 
crown and legiflature . It was pro* 
pofed to leave thefe lad words 
out; and Mr. Rons was called 
upon for his opinion, who made 
no fcruple to declare that the 
rights of the legiflature were »o- 
vel rights. That the rights of the 
crown were didind ; and'fo were 
thofe of the, company derived from, 
and dependent pn, thofe of the 
crown ; but he ventured to give . 
a decided opinion that the law and , 
conditution knew of no rights of 
the legiflature independent of the 
known privileges of parliament, 
which had nothing to do in the 
prefent cafe. The words therefore 
and legiflature were druck out. 

Lord North (the whole houfe 
being in a committee) moved/that 
the propofitions of the general ■ 
court of Ead-India proprietors be l 
laid before the committee ; as \ 
follows : 

€t That all the Ead-India com- 
pany’s prefent charter rights be 
preferved to them entire, fd far as 
is confident with the rights of the 
crown : that their exclufive trade 
be prolonged for 10 years- from i 
March 1, befides the three years' - 
notice to be given according. t<f 
the ad of Geo. II. and that, id 
order to the utmod of their potfitf 
to alleviate the public burthen* 
the direClors are impowered tty 
pay into the Exchequer 6oo,oo6L 
011 condition of receiving uvretttrt* 1 
bills on his raajefty’s Exchequer, ; 
which, in cafe of any unexpected 
exigencies on the part of the cold* 
pany, the commiffioners' of 'cufi* j 
toms and excife fhould receive 1 
calh far the company's accruing j 
duties ; fuch bills not to bear in- \ 
tered, or to be brought to market ) 
like other bills* - 
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Ris lord (hip rofe and declared 
WscKfapprobation of the fald pro- 
portions, moving the following 
ftfohitiort at the fame time : 

* That it is the opinion of this 
cbmmittee, that three- fourths * of 
the furplus of the net profits of 
the Eaft-India Conlpany, ever 
6nce the company's bond debt was 
rednced to 1,500,0001. and the 
company’s dividends have been 
$per cent, per arm. belong to the 
public, and that 6oo>oool. in lieu 
thdreof.be paid into his majefty’s 
Hichequer by inftalments at fuch 
times as fhall be agreed upon.” 
^Phis produced a warm debate, but 
♦as finally carried in favour of 
&oril North. 

, A caufe cartie on to be tried ^e- 
fcre Lord Mansfield, in which 
Mr. Wilfon was plaintiff, and Dr. 
Myerlbatch ( the late water Do&or ) 
*as defendant, for the recovery of 
lOd. for a bill of exchange re- 
ternal from Germany. The Dr. 
fo long ago as 1 779, drew a bill 
'fo his own order on a perfon in aft 
tWcure place near Hamborough. 
This bill was returned protefted $ 
»d the defendant, being then 
&road, could not be come at till 
feft fttmmer, when the a£tion was 
lhbugfet. He fet up a two-fold 
defence • one, that he had no va- 
fee fot the bill ; the other, that 
had failed to give notice of 
■^n-payment in due time, and 
Ifcerefore had made the bill his 
\But both pleas failing, the 
fatf gate a Vcrdi& for the whole 
with intereft and cods of 

foitv 

. The^felons and delerters con- 
feed ii the Savoy* Prifon attempt- 
ah efcarpe, by undermining and 
■bteafeing through the wall 5 but 
fc&og aifcovered, two rank aftd 


fHe were Rationed in the prrtbn tr> 
prevent the like attempt for the 
• future. - Thefe the villains fecur- 
ed; made themfelves mafbers of 
their arms, and made a defperhte 
attempt to force the guard, who 
were obliged to fire' among the 
affailants, three of whom were 
killed, and nine wounded. 

Yefterday there was a . 
general court of the pro- ^ 
prietors of Eaft-India flock at theit 
houfe in Leadenhall-ftreet, p»iir* 
fuant to adjournment, fof the fi- 
nal determinatkjn by ballot* of the 
following queftion, viz. 

“ That thy court doth approve 
of the propofitions-read and amend- 
ed at a general court held on Mon- 
day the 2 1 ft, to be offered to go* 
‘vernment as the bafts of an agree- 
ment for the* prolongation of the 
company’s cxclufive tradte.” 

For the queftion - 256 

Againft it - 32 

Died, at Whitbeek, near 
Whitehaven, Rich. Harrifon, well 
known by the name of Tea-kettle 
Harrifon, many years a guide over 
the Sands 5 the fame day died alfo 
his wife, and his daughter-in-law 7 
and the next day his fon alfo de- 
parted this life. 

At Snitterfield, Warwickfhire, 
the Rev. Rich. Jaga, M.A, Vicar 
of that place, and Re&or of Kim- 
cote Leicefterfhire. % Mr. Jago 
was author of €S Edge Hill,” a 
poem, 1767, 4to. $ of “ The 
Blackbirds,” a beautiful elegy in 
the Adventurer (fee Dr. Johnlon’s^ 
Life of Weft) ; and of many other 
ingenious performances. He was 
the intimate fViend and correfpond- 
ent of Mr. Shetiftone, contempo- 
rary with him at Oxford, and it 
is believed his fchool-feliow. He 
wrote “ Labour and Genius/ a 
[AT] 2 poem. 
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poem, 4t<*. 17685 took the de- viz. Alicia Hamilton, for dealing 
gree of M.A. July 9, 1738 ; was four diver watches, a metal watch, 
of Univerfity College ; was the and a coffee-pot plated with fiber, 
author of fevcral poems in the 4th the property of Mr. Ward, in bis 
and 5th volumes of Dodfley’s houfe in Hyde-ftreet, Bloomfbury. 
Poems; and publifhed a fermon, John Macneal and William Bidgb- 
in 1755, on the Caufes of Impeni- ly, were tried for dealing from 
fence confidered, preached May 4, an au£tion-room, lace to the va- 
* 755 * at Harbury in Warwick- lue of 2000I. they were convi&ed 
lbire, where he was then vicar, and fentenced to the ballafl-light- 
on occafion of a converfation faid ers. Three other prifonera were 
to have paffed between one of the convi&ed of grand larceny, and 
inhabitants and an apparition in the remainder acquitted* 
the church-yard there. The feffion being ended, the 

At Dublin , in the 66th year of recorder paffed fentence of death 
his age, the Right Hon. William on 14 capital con vi 6b. 

Crofbie, Earl of Glandore, Vif. The fetfion of the peace is ad-, 
Crolbic, of Ardert, and Baron of journed to the 14th curt, and the 
Bran den, one of his majefty’s mod fefiion of gaol delivery to the nth 
hon. privy council of Ireland. In of July neat, at the Old-Bailey. 
Nov. 1 745, he married Lady Theo-' Paris, June 5. All the mips- 
dofia Bligh, lifter of the prefent taken belonging to Commodore 
Earl of Darnley, and by her, who Hot ham’s fleet, are, by order of 
died in May 1777, he has left iffue that court, come into Breft to be 
one fon and three daughters. His fold, and a great number of pur* 
lordfhip married fecondly the re- chafers are already arrived there, 
lift of — — Ward, Efq; by whom They have all been condemned as 
he had no ifliie. good prizes except one, which will 

be reftored. It had been taken by 
’ an Englifh privateer, who had put 

JUNE. it under the prote&ion of the efcort 

of the St. Euftatia fleet. The 
^ On Wednefday a general States of Holland have reclaimed 1 
court was held at the Bank of nothing on this occafion; though 
England, when the proprietors the contrary appears in feveral 
were informed, that government Dutch Gazettes : fome claims 
had agreed to renew the charter have, indeed, been made by bank- 
of the governor and company of ers, and a few other particulars 
the bank of England (which will whofe pretenfions have not been 
expire anno 1785) for 2 $ years, admitted by the council of prizes, 
on condition that the bank ad- They have appealed to the' coun- 
vances to government a,ooo,oooi. oil of ftate, who will finally fettle 
at the intereft of three per cent, the difpute in a few days, 
per ana. to be paid oft' within 

three years out of the finking Copy o f the Sentence of a General 
fund. Court-Martial , upon the Trial of 

, Saturday 19 prifoners were Lieutenant-Governor Corbet. 

4 * tried at the Old Bailey, one “ The court having duly ^ 

of whom was capitally conyi&ed, confidered and weighed the 

evidence 
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tridence given in fupport of a 
charge again ft the prisoner, Lieu- 
tenanf-governor Mofes Corbett, 
with that produced by him in his 
defence, is of opinion, that he, the 
(aid Mofes Corbett, is guilty of 
the whole charge exhibited againlt 
him, and doth adjudge, that he be 
therefore fuperfeded in his com- 
mitfion of lieutenant-governor of 
the iiland of Jeriey.” 

La ft week, a court-martial 
‘ was held at Sheemefs, on the 
captains of the Ariadne, Fury 
(loop, and London armed (hip, on 
a charge of not bearing down and 
engaging three French privateers 
which they fell in with laft fum- 
mer, and which, in conlequenCe, 
cJcaped. Capt. Squires, of the 
Ariadne, was honourably acquit- 
ted; but Captain Agnew of the 
Fury, and Capt. Rains of the 
London, were fentenced to be 
broke. 

... A melancholy accident 
r ‘ happened at Liverpool. The 
eldeft Ion of the Rev. Mr. Kirk- 
Jjatrick, about nine years old, 
died, convulfed, in confequence 
of eating a considerable quantity 
of the roots of hemlock-drop- 
wort, miftaking them, for the 
t earth-nut, the flowers having fome 
ttfemblance. He, with four other 
boys of the neighbourhood, had 
coile&ed a number of thefe roots 
ifl the fields adjoining to the Leeds. 
Canal, of which they had each eat 
. lotne, and were affe&ed, in pro- 
portion to the quantity taken. 
With giddinefs and heavinefs. One 
of them was, befidcs, feized with 
twitchings lor l'ome hours; but 
he, as well as the others, having 
been made to vomit, recovered. 
Though emetics were given in 
* large, quantities to the youth who 


died, yet the ftomach partook fo 
much of the geptral infenfibility, 
that thefe produced not the leatt 
effect, and, in fpite of all that 
could be done to fare him, he 
died in &bout four hours. So fa- 
tally certain is the effect of the 
poilons of this dafs, whofe im* 
mediate action is to deftroy the 
power of the ftomach to expel 
them, by which means only the 
mifehief can be put a (lop to • 
whereas many minesal-poifons may 
be decompofed by an alcali (as 
pot-alli), and even the danger 
from drinking fpirits may be great- 
ly leflened, by conveying into the 
ftomach large quantities of water 
to dilute them, after the power of 
vomiting, as well as of lwallow- 
ing, is loft. [See, on this Jubjeft 9 
our vol. for Iqjt year ; and, in the 
Ijondon Medical Journal , July , 
1781, a more particular account of 
this accident given by Dr . Houston 
of that place.] 

Ojlaid, June it. The evening 
of the 15th inft. the whole city 
was illuminated, on account of 
the publication of the placart, by 
which bis imperial majefty declares 
this to be a free port. 

Captain Moutray, of the * 
Ramiilies, was tried by a ^ 
court-martial, held on board one 
of the king's (hips on the Jamaica 
ftation juft before the departure of 
that fleet ; by which circumftance 
they were delayed from failing for 
feveral days. After enquiring into 
all the particulars of the unfortu- 
nate capture of the large and va- 
luable outward-bound fleet under 
his convoy, he was, by the fentence 
of the court, l'ufpcndcd. 

Brujjkh, June 14. The emperor 
arrived here about iz o'clock on 
Thurfday night, and ft nee that 

[ill] 3 time 
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time has been almoll continually 
employed in attending to the pe- 
titions andrequefts of his people. 
Oh Friday h€ law only two or 
three of the principal minifters. 
On Saturday he receipted the public 
bodies, and yefterday and this day 
.he has given audience to every one 
who demanded it. It is not mere- 
ly the rich and the noble who find 
admittance to the -imperial pre- 
fence ; the poor of every denomi- 
nation are received with equal 
grace and favour $ every claimant 
has the privilege of telling his own 
ftory in his own way to the father 
of his people, who receives them 
all unattended -by a fingle perfon, 
and lays afide every form which 
might awe the modeft and the 
humble from making their wants 
or dift relies known to him. 

, India Hovje. - Y efterday 

*5 * a general court Of proprie- 
tors of -Eaft-India flock,. was held 
at their houfe in Leaden hall-ftreet, 
to determine by ballot the follow- 
ing queftion, viz. " That this 
court doth approve the report of 
the committee appointed by the 
general court on the ioth of April 
'laft, to enquire into 'the chartered 
lights of the company laid before 
the general court, bn Thurfday 
the yth curt, and that the petition 
therein- mentioned be fairly tran- 
scribed; and' fcaled with the com- 
pany’s feal> and' prefented to the 
Houfe of Commons.” • The bal- 
‘ lotirig'-clofed at -fix o’clock, and at 
Teven the fcrutineers made the fol- 
lowing import : 

' For the quefiion - 2 - 

« - Again ft it -i. , j 2 *j 
According to government ac- 
counts, the number* of prifoners 
yxchanged by cartel with France 


fince the commencement of the , 

prefent war, is 44,000, and up- 
wards. * 1 

Hanover, June 15. Since the re- ’ 
turn of Lieutenant rgeneral Faucitt ,1 

from London, we are railing two 
new regiments of 1000 men each, 
for the fervice of Great Britain. 1 

Copenhagen, June 16c On the j 

7th of this month the chamberlain j 
Beringfchiold was conduced to j 

the citadel under a ftrong guard, *, 
aud confined where the unfortu- 
nate Count Brandt was ; and it is 
laid three or four other rooms are j 
preparing for different prifoners of 
ftate. As to the crime of this gen- ; 
tlefnan it is not publicly known^ 
but it is faid by fome that he heM 
an illicit correfpondence with the 
court of Stockholm y whilff others 
aflert, that he endeavoured to ren- ; 
der the prefent miniftry odious in ‘ 
the eyes- of the peafants, in order : 
to foment a fedition among them. : 

Admiralty office, June 19, 1781* . 

Ext rati of a Letter from Captcrifl i 
Fanlhaw, of the Egmont , to Mr, s 
Stephens, dated at Sea ^ the $lfi , 
of lajl Month. 

In the courfe of our voyage from [ 
Jamaica, the Endymion took the , 
French lliip Le Marquis de ; 

Fayette, 3 Galletha, coip- i 

mander, 1200 tons, mounting 4a 
guns (pierced for 60), 200 meq, j 
laden with arms and cloathing on • 
account of the American Con- 
grefs, and bound to Philadelphia, 
after a handfome running a&ion 
of about two hours. ; 

Yefterday a court of 
common council was held * - 
at Guildhall, at which were pre- r 
fent the lord mayor, four alder-, 
men, the two Iheriffs, Mr. Re- . 

corderj* 


- i 
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coider, and a great number of 
commoners. 

Mr. Merry moved, that the ad- 
journed motion of the laft court, 
4 That the refolution of the 2d of 
Oftober, 1780, for the chamberlain 
not to pay the then lord mayor 
any more than the fum of 352I. 
19s. as the balance due to him of 
the city’s ample allowance for the 
expences of his mayoralty, be re- 
funded,’ be now agreed to. After 
a very long debate, in whieh the 
old arguments wdre recapitulated 
on both tides, the queltion was 
toitihdraWn Pand another motion 
made, 4 That ioool. be paid 
Bfackley Kennet, Efq$ in lieu of 
•11 demands he may have on this 
dty on account of his mayoralty 
which was agreed to. 

Florence, June 2 3 . Several fevere 
lhocks of an earthquake have for 
fome weeks paft done great mif- 
chief in many parts of the pope’s 
fete, particularly in the province 
of Umbria 5 the city of Cagli was 
totally thrown down, and many 
People were buried in the ruins. 
It extended on the other part to 
San Sepolchro, a Town in Tuf- 
cany, where, and in the neigh- 
bourhood, it caufed great damage. 
In the laft week the great duke 
fcnt a contiderable fum to the re- 
lief of the inhabitants, who had 
fled into the country, and ftill live 
In wooden huts. 

s6lli Vefterday the ReV. Mr. 

' Bate, editor of a morning 
paper, furrendered himfelf in the 
Cdurt of King’s-bench, to receive 
judgment for the infertion of a li- 
bel in his paper againft the Duke 
of Richmond. . Mr. Lee and Mr, 
Peck ham Severally fpoke to the 
inqnpity of the pfiepce. Mr. Beax- 


croft (poke in extenuation for the 
defendant. Mr. Jqjlice Willes 
pronounced the judgment. He 
laid, that a gentleman of the de- 
fendant’s function to employ him- 
felf in penning paragraphs againft 
the moft amiable perfoos in this 
country was Very improper. The 
defendant was fentenced to be in 
the cuftody of the Marfhal of the 
King’s-bench prifon one year. 

Bologna, June 29. We ftill con- 
tinue to feel (hocks of earthquakes 3 
at St. Donat Della Carda, the cu- 
rate and 1 13 people were crufhed, 
and all the houfes in the neigh- 
bouring villages deftroyedj feveral 
thoufand peifons are (aid to have 
perifhed by thofe (ad difafters, and 
for miles together nothing but 
ruins are to be feen. 

Died, Suddenly, atBriftolHot 
Wells, Lady Miller, author of 
“ Letters from Italy, by an Eng- 
liftiwoman,” and of other more 
glorious works of charity, huma- 
nity, and goodnefs, which will 
remain more durable monuments 
of her virtues, and of her iols. 
Her ladyfhip died about the mid- 
dle period of life, in her chair, 
and without a groan. The weal- 
thy and the indigent will have equal 
caufe of regret ; for (he did not 
ftudy to enlarge and multiply the 
elegant entertainments of the 
former, with more affiduity than 
(he fought occasion to adminifter to 
the comforts of the latter. Of this 
thoufands who have vifited her 
villa, near Bath, or Who refide 
near its vicinity, can witnefs. Her 
merits excited fonte envy, but her 
heart retained hot the fenfe of in- 
juries, and (he was not more ea(y 
of accefs, than of conciliation , 
Few.perfons in the county, of So- 

[ M ] 4 merfet 
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merfet could He lefs {pared, by the 
ions of riches or poverty, to an 
early tomb; nor will any be more 
fincerely lamented by both. 


JULY . 

Yefterday Mr. Attorney* 
^ ' general .moved the court to 
pafs fentence upon the late printer 
of the London Courant, on the 
late printer of the Noon Gazette, 
on the publifher of the Morning 
Herald, and on the printer of the 
Gazeteer, for having pubiifhed 
a libel againft the Ruffian ambaf- 
fador. Mr. Attorney expatiated 
upon the enormity of the libel, 
and urged the court to pafs fuch a 
fentence as would prevent the fur- 
ther abufe of the liberty of the 
prefs. 

After hearing affidavits of the 
different prifoners, the court were 
pleafed to order, that the original 
publifher of the paragraph in 
queftion fhould be fined one hun- 
dred pounds, imprifoned for a 
year, and at the expiration of his 
confinement be fet on the pillory 
for one hour. The Noon Gazette 
printer, for having copied the pa- 
ragraph, was fentenced to pay 
a fine of 100I. and a year’s im- 
prifonment ; an<^ as he had alfo 
pubiifhed a paragraph next day, 
juflifying what he had done, he 
was for this fecond offence ordered 
an additional fix months imprifon- 
ment, and to Hand on the pillory. 
The Morning Herald publifher 
was ordered to pay a fine of iooI. 
and to be imprifoned a year; and the 
printer of the Gazetteer (being a 
female) was fentenced to pay 50I. 
and to be imprifoned fix months. 

Yefterday Mr. Wheildon, 

* ‘ publifher of the Whitehall 


Evening Pod, and Mr. Ayrp, I 
printer of the Middlefex Journal, i 
were ordered to attend in the Court 
of King’s-bench, for the publics* 
tion of a libel againft the Rufita j 
ambaflador, and Were each fep* ] 
tenced to pay a fine of iool. and 
fuffer a years imprifonment. j 
The feffions began at the 
Old-Bailey, when 2a pri- Iltn ‘ , 
foners were tried, feven of wbQtt 1 
were capitally convidted, nine 
were con v idled of felony, one of ] 
petit larceny, and five were xc* 1 
quitted. 1 

This morning came on 1 
before Judge Willes, at the l 
Old- Bailey, the trial of Mr. do { 
la Motte for high-treafon. Mr, 1 
Lutterloh, the chief evidence j 
againft the prifoner, fwore, that ] 
he had been employed by M. de 1 
la Motte to procure for the French \ 
minifhy the molt authentic intelli- | 
gence refpedling our naval ope- j 
rations, at 50 guineas per month, j 
A number of papers found in Mr* ] 
Lutterloh’s garden were produced, j 
and proved to be his hand -writing, 
giving an exadt detail of the ftafc 
of our docks, the failing of our I 
fleets, the number of men on board 
each (hip, and other ufeful inform- 
ation, which had been obtained 
through the means of a clerk in 
one of the public offices in the 
naval department. Among other 
circumftances contained in thefe 
papers, was an account of Go- 
vernor Johnftone’s intended ope- 
rations. The trial lafted 13 hours, 
when the jury, after a fhort deli- 
beration, pronounced the prifoner 
Guilty, when fentence was imme- 
diately pa{Ted upon him, f To be 
hanged by the neck, but not till 
dead; then to be cut down, and 
his bowels taken out and burnt 
befora 
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before his face, his bead to be 
taken off, his body cut into four 
quarters, and to tye at his majefty'j 
difpofal.’ The prifoner received 
the awful doom 'with great com- 
pofure, but inveighed againft Mr* 
Lutterioh in warm terms. 

It is faid that in the Jaft war, 
he was colonel of the regiment 
of Soubife, and behaved on feveral 
occafions with gallantry. Upon 
the conclusion of the war his regi- 
ment was broke ; foon after which 
the title of Baron Deck ham, with 
an hereditary eftate, devolved to 
him. Having lived beyond the 
limits of his fortune, he retired 
to England fome few years fince, 
where he has continued to refide 
till the commidion of- that a6t 
which he is to expiate by the for- 
feit of his life. 

Hi* behaviour throughout the 
whole of this trying feene, exhi- 
bited a combination of manlinefs, 

, fteadinefs, and prefence of mind. 
He appeared at the fame time po- 
lite, condefeending, and unaffect- 
ed, and, we prefume, could never 
have Hood fo firm and collected, at 
fo aweful a moment, if, while he 
felt himfelf juftly convi6ted as a 
traitor to the ftate which gave him 
prote&ion, he had not however 
mifbkenly felt a confcious inno- 
cence within . his own bread, that 
he had devoted his life to the 
fevice of his country. 

The Sheriffs of London and 
Middlefex having received M. de 
la Motte, on Friday morning, 
from the Lieutenant of the Tower, 
and being defirous that he fliould 
have every potlible comfort, took 
npon themlelves to confine him, 
on Friday, in New-prifon, Clerk - 
cnwell, where he had a very com- 
modious apartment, and was at- 
tended by one of the under (heriffs. 


who fat up in his bed-chamber all 
the night, and who brought him 
from thence on Saturday morning 
to the bar. They alfo applied on 
Friday, by letter, to Lord Stor- 
mont, relpefting the place of his 
confinement, in cafe pi conviction, 
reprefenting to his lordfhip, that 
in the prefent ruinous ftate of 
Newgate, there was no apartment 
of fafe cuftody in that jail, except 
the cells, already over-crowded 
with capital convicts, and that the 
other prifons in the county were 
not properly fubje6t to the control 
of the fheriffs j humbly fubmitting 
to his lordfhip, whether it might 
not be proper, in cafe the prifoner 
fhould be convicted, to order Kim to 
be re-committed to the Tower. His 
lordfhip, in a few hours, returned 
an anfwer, by letter, to the (heriffs, 
fignifying to them his majeftv’s 
pleafure (in confcquence of their 
reprefentation) that Mt>nf. de la 
Motte, if convi6led, lhould be re- 
manded to the Tower, and de- 
firing that they would give imme- 
diate notice to one of the principal 
fecretaries of ftate of his conviftion, 
if it (hould fo happen, that the 
neceffary di regions might be given 
to the Lieutenant of the Tower, 
to receive him back from the (he- 
riffs, into his cuftody. . In conie- 
• quence of this, as foon as fentence 
was pronounced, the (heriffs dis- 
patched one of their under (heriffs 
to the fecretary of date’s office, 
who, in little more than an hour, 
brought back an order from Lord 
HilUborough, in Lord Stormont’s 
abfence, to the Lieutenant of the 
Tower, to which place M. de la 
Motte was conveyed at twelve 
o’clock at night, by Mr. Sheriff 
Chrichton, accompanied by Sir 
Stanier Porten, one of the un- 
der fecretaries of ftate, who hay- 
ing 
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ing been an -evidence oa the trial, 
*was neceffarily attending all day at 
the Old-bailey, -and, at the re- 
. queft of the tiheriff, was fo oblig- 
ing as to accompany him to the 
Tower, to remove any difficulties 
that might arife concerning the 
xeceiving of the prilbncr at that 
late hour of the night. Mr. De 
Ja Motte was in another coach, 
attended by Mr. Akerman, who 
fays, tfiat he never in his life faw 
a man in his fituation with more 
becoming firmnefs and fortitude ; 
and that he only expreffed the lame 
wilh to him as he had to the 
lheriffs, that his diffolution might 
be immediate, by .finking, off his 
head, if his majefly would gra- 
ciously grant him that indulgence. 
After waiting about a quarter of 
an hour, till the neceffary direc- 
tions could be obtained for open- 
ing the gates, Mr. Sheriff Chricfi- 
ton delivered over, and took leave 
of the prifoner, who exprefled in 
the warmefl terms, his moll grate- 
ful acknowledgment to Mr. Sheriff 
Sainfbury and him, for their polite 
attention to him while in their 
cuflody 5 . and particularly for the 
trouble they had taken in obtain- 
ing an .order for his being fent 
hack to the Tower. 

Bmjfcls, July 17. On Tuefday 
Jail, the 10th .inti. their Royal 
Highnefles the Archduchefs and 
Duke Albert of Saxe Tefchen made 
their firfl public entry into this 
capital, to take upon them the go- 
vernment of the Aiiflrian Nether- 
lands. Sinoe the arrival of their 
royal highnefles at Bruflels, the 
nobility, and other inhabitants of 
the place, ihavc ufed their utmoll 
endeavours to manifeft their un- 
feigned joy and attachment ; and 
the whole city was illuminated 
during three fucceffive evenings. 


The Baft India company 
have received advioesTof the 1 -‘ l 
fafe arrival of /the following flips, 
which failed in June, 17.80, it 1 
'the feveral places of their . defii* ' 
nation, viz, Pigot, .Captain kfcr- i 
gan ; Earl of Mansfield, Capt, 
Fra ter j Glatton, Captain Cle- 
ments 5 Lord Holland, Capt. Wi- , 
liams j and Vanfittart, Captain ; 
Young, at China : Dartmouth; 
Capt. Thompforv; Neptune, Capt j 
Scott; Belmont, Capt. Gamage; ! 
Grofvenor, Captain Coxon ; and ' j 
Rochford, Capt. James Todd, at ' 
Coafl of Bay ; and Royal Admi- J 
ral, Hoddart, at Bombay. \ 

Portfmouth, July 21. Yeftedhj j 
failed with a fair wind the follow j 
ing fhips : 

Ships. Guns. Commanders. ; 

r, , ^ t Admiral Rots , 

Royal Geprge 100 J Capt> Bourmafta 

Vklory 100 Howarth 
Duke 98 Sir C. Douglas 

Queen 98 Maitland 

Formidable 98 Cleland 
Namur 90 Sawyer 

Ocean 90 Ourry 

Union 90 Dairy mple 

Foudroyant 80 Jarvis 
Alexander 74 Lord Longford 

Courageux 74 Lord Mulgrave 

Cumberland 74 Peyton* 

Edgar 74 ‘Eitiott 

Valiant 74 Goodall 
Defence 74 Cranfton 
Inflexible ,64 Cotton 
Repulfe 64 Sir Digby Dent 
Emerald* ' 3a Marthall 
Ambufcade 32 Conway ' 

Alarm . 32 Cotton 

Crocodile 24 King 
NarcifTus 24 Edwards , 

Zebra 16 ‘ Bourchier 

Hatpy / 

rZ | 

Lightning ** - 

31ft. Tbc 
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* The feted letters from 
5 n * Turky advife, that the 
plague has broke out both at 
Smyrna and Cairo. 

(Died, in Cumberland, Tho. 
Wintrop, -a farmer. Though not 
ljuite 8o years of age, be was fol- 
lowed to the grave by 27 children, 
74 grand-children, and 13 great- 
grand-childFen$ he had been three 
timtfr married $ to his fird wife be- 
fore he was 17. 

In the county of Tipperary in 
Ireland, Mrs. Mathew ; whofe fu- 
neral exceeded any. thing of the 
kind ever Teen in that kingdom, 
i- Jefides the different corps of Mr. 
.Mathew’s volunteers, who came 
upwards of 20 miles to meet the 
; body, and to pay the lad honour 
& juftly due to the refpe£ted wife 
their edeemed commander; all 
: ihe nobility and gentry of the 
i 4 »unty arid its neighbourhood 
leerned to vie with each other 
in their expreffipns of forrow. The 
aged, the young, and infant tears 
were lbcd for the death , of this 
> beauteous, worthy > and accom- 
| 4>Whed woman.. Nor was this 
j tribute mot£ than judly due to 
I & much virtue and exalted merit. 

| One hundred and fifty mourning 
, coaches, fifty-four of which were 
drawn by fix horfes, with a great 
. number of fervants, were fen t by 
[ then* to join the funeral proeeffi on j 
.and when it arrived Within a few 
I miles of the place of interment, 
every thing was arranged -in me* 

| feicholy date and funeral . order. 

| His Grace the Archbilhop. of Ca,- 
Ad, drefled in his full pqnti- 
fch, with. his mitre on bis head, 
accompanied by a long train of 
j bis diocefenjclergy, . appeared, and 
I joined the folemn march, as did 


alfo the titular or Popifh Arch- 
bilhop* with his clergy, together 
with the greateft tenantry in Ire- 
land 5 alfo one hundred and twenty 
.domeflics dreffed ,in black, and a 
numerous train of old men and 
women in deep mourning, pen- 
fioners. who were cloathed and 
fed by the humane hand of this 
charitable woman $ and almoft all 
the inhabitants of the country 
round. The place of interment 
of that antient and refpe&able fa- 
mily is in the centre of Thomaf- 
town-park (the greateft and mofl 
princely demefpe in this kingdom), 
embowered in a wood, in the ce- 
metery of a ruined monafteiy 5 * to 
this there is no road ; but the 
peafantry of the place, 'unsolicit- 
ed, and of their own free motion, 
fince the death of their much-loved 
and lamented mi ft refs, gravelled . 
a road through the park, of fon^e 
miles in length to it, and over the 
facred fpot, where her remains 
were to be depofited, erected with 
pious hands a rude though hand- 
fome maufoleum. The procef- 
lion, which extended near five 
miles, being arrived here, his 
grace the archbilhop performed 
the funeral fervice, whofe diftrefs 
was fo vifible, and whbfe feelings 
were fo nicely expreffed, with the 
circumftances. of the place, the 
number, and the unfeigned for- 
row of tbofe whoaffifted, added an 
awful dignity tp this grand and 
mournful feene. Eight noblemen 
bore the pall on this occafion. The 
family diflenfions, which fpr a cen- 
tury have divided the great peo- 
ple of the country, feemed to be 
buried with the body, and is an 
happy prefage of fucceeding days 
of peace and harmony. 

AUGUST. 
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AUGUST. 

« Lieut. Macdougall, of his 
1 ’ majefty’s cutter Flying Fifh, 
raptured off Whitby the Maro 
Peur privateer, of 1 4 fix and four 
pounders, and 74 men, belonging 
to Dunkirk, with the lofs of one 
man killed and nine wounded. 
The enemy had four killed and ten 
wounded. The Flying Fifh mounts 
12 carriage guns and 64 men. 

M^ntz, Aug. 6 Our ele&or 
has obtained the pope’s permitlion 
to abdlifh two of the richeft con- 
vents in this city, and the hull, 
permitting the faid fuppreffion, 
contains a remarkable exhortation 
to the Catholic princes, that they 
will as much as in their power 
prevent the Proteftants from avail- 
ing themfelves of the abolition of 
religious fioufes in favour of their 
febifm. 

Fortitude, at jea, Aug, 7, 1781. 

The admiral defires the captains 
©f his majelty’s (hips who were in 
the line on the * 5th to accept and 
communicate to the officers and 
feamen of the (hips they command- 
ed, his thanks and perfedt appro- 
bation of their good conduft and 
bravery fhown on that day. 

H. Parkbr. 

, On Thurfday came on 
10 * before the lord chancellor, 
at Lincoln’s- inn-hall, the hearing 
of a petition from a young gen- 
tleman, entitled, when of age, 
to an dilate of 600I. a year, be- 
tides confiderable perfonal efte£ts, 
complaining of a perfon having 
cut down timber upon the eftate to 
the value of 800b and requeuing 
his lordfhip to order the payment 
<of this money into the Court of 


Chancery. The folicitor-genenl I 
made lonje remarks on the CP** ; 
du& of the perlon. M t. Price, - 
the part of the perfon, fkid -fca^ 
hoped his lordfhip would permit 
his client to deduct about 40& 
which he had expended in die ' 
education of the young gentle* 
man, and alfo flood engaged Jig': 
contract fpr further fums to li* < 
fchoolm after: but the lord chan*; 
Cfllor faid. No : the preient ap*.j 
plication was confined only to the ] 
800I. and every (hilling of tkatl 
money his lordfhip ordered ialo j 
court. - , k * ' 

Whitehall. Letters were 
day received from Peter Cbefti%| 
efq 5 late governor of Weft lb* 1 
rida, giving an account of tbefet ; 
render of that province to. the 
arm$ of Spain. That the ganifi* 
was obliged to capitulate on 
8th of May, apd the articles weft ' 
figned on the 9th, by wbicb tie , 
Britifh troops, &c. were allowed 
to march out with the honours w 
war, to be conducted to one rf 
the ports belonging to Great Bp* \ 
tain, the port of St. Auguftinerixt t 
the ifland of Jamaica only exce^ ' 
cd ; and not to ferve againft Spain ; 
or her allies until properly .$*■ ‘ 
changed, 

Hague, Sq>t. 14. The Prince i 
Stadt holder returned yefterdaylitnn , 
the Texel to the Mai/an de Hois at' 
two o’clock’ in the morning. We 
have learned the following parti- 
culars refpefting his voyage, which 
are too interelting to be paflad ' 
over in filence. His ferene high* 
nefs was accompanied by his chan** ■ 
berlaihs Baron de Kell, and the 
Comte de Heiden, and General f 
Stock ten. He was received at the 


* In the action with the Dutch off the Dogger Bank. 

Helder 
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Helder on the 8th, by the Baron 
de Soetzelaer, deputy from the 
body of the nobles of the province 
of Holland to the admiralty at 
t Atnfterdam, and by Mr. Boreel, 
advocate -fifcal, to the admiralty, 
and the principal naval officers who 
Were at anchor in the Texel. The 
prince entered a (loop with Admi- 
nl Hartfmk, and failed for the 
man of war L 1 Admiral General, 

; Where he held a council of war, * 
the title of which was, to give or- 
j den For difpatching Ihe Ajax cut- 
ter, and'Le Dauphin, to recon- 
, noitre. Orders were alfo given 
i for the Jafon and La Bellone fri- 
[ .gates, of 36 guns each, being ita- 
|. timid! at the entrance of the har- 
bour; On the loth, the Ajax 
Ittjrted, having feen five Eng- 
hw men of war, and a cutter ; 

! tod they foon after came within 
i vkwpf the port, upon which Le 
'IpdBaveland of 64 guns, wasdif- 
i patched to reinforce La Jafon, and 
| la Bellone. Towards evening, our 
I ftipi and thofe belonging to the 
[ Bnglilh, being within fight of 
each other. Rear-admiral Van 
Braam, to whom his ferene high- 
j nefi had given the command of the 
1 ?tet, gave the fignal for weighing 
I anchor j on the nth the whole 
I fetfet fail, and was to be joined 
| ty the (hips m the Vlie, with our 
i ©erebantmen that were bound for 
j the Baltic ; and as the Meufe di- 
I vifkm had put to fea on the 10th 
; at fix in the evening, it is proba- 
!. Me that it is reinforced by this 
! time, or at lead, ttyat it foon will 
| be. V 

! ». James's. The king 

^ and the Prince of W ales em- 
| larked at Greenwich in different 
yachts, and proceeding down the 
liver, were diluted as they paffed 


Woolwich Warren, by the (hips 
in Long Reach, and by TUbiiry 
and Gravefend forts, and about 
four in the afternoon anchored in 
Sea Reach. 

The yachts got under 
way at five in the morning 
and arrived at Blackilakes about 
nine 5 went on ffiore, and vifited the 
dock-yard and new fortifications. 
About 12 they left the yard, and 
returned to the Nore, where they 
were faluted by Vice-admiral Par- 
ker and his fquadron, who were 
that moment come to an anchor- 
The vice-admiral had the honour 
of dining with his majefty $ and 
in the evening the king and the 
prince went on board the Forti- 
tude, in which (hip the admirals 
flag was flying. The royal ftand- 
ard was hoilted, and the whole 
fleet faluted with ai guns each. 
His majefty foon after retired into 
the great cabin, where the cap- 
tains and officers of the fquadron 
were graciouily received, and had 
the honour to kifs his majefty s 
hand. His majefty and the prince, 
after vifiring the leveral parts of 
the ffiip, returned to their yachts, 
and failed for Chatham, where 
they arrived at nine next day. 

This day an exprefs arrived g , 
at the Admiralty from Admiral 2 
Darby, with an account of his fafe 
arrival, with the following fhips un- 
der his command, off Torbay, from a 
cruife. 

Snips. Guns. -Commanders. 

t Vice Ad.Daroy 

Britannia } (Japt.Bourmafter 

Royal George 100 Bradley ( 

Victory 100 Howarth 
Queen 98 Maitland 

Duke 98 Sir C. Douglas 

Formidable 98 Stanton 
Namur Sawyer 

Q^ean 90 Ourry 

Vnicfa 
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Union 
Foudroyant 
Marlborough 
Courageux 
Valiant 
Defence 
Cumberland 
.Arrogant 
Conqueror 
Alexander 
Hercules 
Edgar 
Repulfe 
Inflexible 
Medway 

r n t T i 


9 ° 

So 

74 ' 

74 

74 

74 - 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

74 

64. 

64 

60 


Dalrympie 

Jervis 

Penny 

Lord Mulgrare 
Goodall 
Cranfton 
Peyton 

Cornifh v 

Balfour 

Lord Longford 

Brifbane 

Bofton 

Sir Digby Dent 
Cotton 
Hammond 


Twelve large frigates, fix of which 
mount 36 guns, and fix,fire-fhips. 

Gloucefier> Aug. 20. A neat mar- 
ble monument has been lately eredted 
in our cathedral, to the memory of 
Dr. Warburton, late bilhop of this: 
diocefe, upon which appears the fol- 
lowing inlcripCTon : 

To the Memory of 
WILLIAM WARBURTON, D.D. 
For more than xix years Bishop of 
this See. 

A Prelate 

Of the mod fublime Genius^and ex- 
quifite Learning. 

Both which Talents 
He employed, through a long Life, 
In the fupport 
Of, what he firmly believed, 

The CHRISTIAN RELIGION 5 
And 

Of what lie efteemed the beft eftab- 
lifhment of it, 

The CHURCH of ENGLAND. 
He was born at Newark upon Trent, 
Dec. 24, 1698. 

Wasconfecrated Bilhop of Gloucefter, 
Jan. 20, 1760. 

Died at his Palace, in this City, June 
7 » i 779 * 

And was buried near this Place. 


Beneath the Entablature is the head 
of the bilhop in a medallion. 

Died, in Liquorpond - ftreet. 
Either Davies, aged 103. She 
had fublilted by charity above 30 
years, and hoarded near one hun* 


dred and firty pounds, which wtti 
found in her lodgings. 

At Carrickfergua, Patrick Blab* 
errey, efq; aged 104, formerly a 
captain in the army, and fei 4 $d 
under the Duke of Marlborough. 

On Windfor-forett, John Arttf- 
ftrong, aged 99 years, who lfirf 
been a wood-cutter On that foteft 
in the reign of three kings. 


SEPTEMBER.^ 

Cofiftantinople, Sept. 1. Thetrfflh 
bles which prevail in Egypt dWkf 
the Porte to fend a confident 
army thither. A revolt is. 
broke ont in Romelra, principle 
in the diftridt of Kirkilick j w 
the commandants who wert 
thither to punifh the nnitinetf$ 
have been maflacred by therfj, *9 
well as' the greateft part of the M* 
diers under their command. 

This day at noon the lord rtafM 
held a wardmote in the vefhyrf 
St. Mary-le-BoW church> Cheap-^ 
fide, for the election of an AMflf* 
man of Cordwainer’s ward, in* tte 
room of the late Alderman HJflf- 
ley, deceafed. 

Two candidates only offe rtt 
viz. William Pickett, Efq 5 cH£- 
zen and goldfmith, an^» Bantam 
Turner, Efq j captain of the dfj 
affociation j both thefe gentlemen 
addreffed the affembly in. the ufnal 
manner. 

Upon the fhow of hands,-wHkh 
were held up twice, to prevOW 
mi flake, the lord mayor declaim# 
the majority to be in favour of 
Mr. Turner, but a poll was de* 
manded by the friends of Sfr. 
Pickett ; however, Mr. Ticif&t 
foon after thought proper to t€* 
hnqukh the conteft, in t hand 1 
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fome fpeech, exprefftve of his high 
opinion of Mr. Turner, and with- 
ing him health to enjoy the gown. 

Yefterday afternoon, about 
five o’clock, a difturbance 
broke out in New* prifon., Clerk eir- 
wcii Which bas befen fcrme time 
ope&ed, on account of the great 
number of«prifoners confined there 
(upwards? of 200), there being no 
part of Newgate tenable but the 
coddertibed' ceHs. Several magi- 
ft&tes afitmWed on Saturday, and 
took- every * precaution in their 
power. A woman brought* a 
; hanger concealed into the prifon, 

I wiftt which 4 the ringleader armed 
! hhafelfe nrihed between the gates, 
j aa&atta£kted the turnkey, but was 
; fixtahately fhized, and feverely 
vttraM in the fftuggle : the molt 
aftiye oi tfie prifoners had in the 
I men time forced the others, with 
drswir knives? to join them in a 
i gwCnd attempt to force open the 
gafcs $ but the fentinels being 
| iw alarmed, a feijeant’s guard, 

| whkb attends the prifon, turned 
t ott, and fired about fifty fhot 
[ into fin prifon-yard, by which 
three prifoners were killed, and 
1 twelve wounded : the prifoners 
theafobmitted, and were property 
ftmttd. 

The ringleader in the above riot 
( waa i — ~ Trentham, who had 
gW? hisirons entirely off 5 the fe- 
cwbI Was one Leej committed for 
i coining, whofe irons were fawed 
1 fb nearly through, that a flight 
I tjBrh with the fingers would have 
/woke them afunder; and the third 
w» a man for -houfe-breakmg. 
Bide three were killed. 

| Hogue , Sept. 18. We are allured 

I that the Dutch fquadrbn, which 
pot to fea toefcort the trade to the 
Mfck» is returned into port, by 


order of the court, who feared 
they would not be. ftrong enough 
to refill the Englifh forces, now 
th 6 combined fleets have finifhed 
their bruize. -Ohe of the fatd' 
Dutch fleet, called ' the Prince 
WHlianr, of 74 guns, by the ig- 
norance of the pilot, ftfuck a 
land- bank, near the Helder, arid 
is totally loft, but the cfeW are 
faved. 

Yefterday the feffiotis end* u 
ed at the Old Bailey, whefi l 9 * 
22 capital convi£ts received judg- 
ment of death. 

The recorder, when he paffed 
fentence on the abovementioned 
2 2 capital convibls, remarked, that 
the number of offenders every fef- 
fions ftiewed fo much the increafe 
of vice, that he Was afraid it would 
become neceffary to withhold mer- 
cy, by way of deterring in the ut- 
raofl degree the repetition of th6& 
daring robberies which had lately 
alarmed the metropolis : he fid 4 
the experiment had been tried 
with fuccefs, at a time like the 
prefent, when the town abounded 
with ddperadoes, to condemn all 
to their lefitence, and he did ap- 
prehend the dreadful trial would' 
be renewed. He therefore advifed 
the convi6ls to a ferious and un- 
feigned repentance. 

The following Eaft - IndiatfcCil 
are taken up by the company, in 
addition to thofe already intended 
to be employed in their lervice the 
following feafoti, whictywill make 
in all twenty- fevfen fail : 

Bute, Britifh King, 

Ankerwyke, Eufopa, 

Shrewibitry, Godfrey, 

Talbot, Royal George. 

Gat ton. 

Every Eaft-Indiaman which goes 
out this enfuing feafon will take, 
a quota 
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a quota of foldiers for the fervice 
of the company, amounting to 
260 for each (hip. As 27 (hip 
are in the whole to (ail, this will 
conftitute all together, an array of 
6020 men. Thefe foldiers will 
(ill the (hips fo completely, that 
an order has been given, that no 
ladies (hall be received on board 
as paffengers, which is a very un- 
ufual prohibition. The captains 
of the different yelfels have been 
aHo abridged in their privilege of 
private quantity; the eftabldhed 
weight which they have been per- 
mitted to carry, for years back, on 
their own account, having been 
fifty-fix ton, and it is now reduced 
to eighteen, for the conveyance 
of the foldiers ; but as a compen- 
fation for this diminution in the 
quantity; they have been permit- 
ted to carry copper, which was 
previoufiy prohibited ; and this ar- 
ticle bears fo high a value ill India, 
that it is thought the eighteen ton 
of that freight will be equal in 
profit to the 5 6 tons of any other 
materials. 

s A general meeting of the 
proprietors of bank ftoek, 
agreeably to advertifement in the 
Gazette for that purpofe, was held 
at the great room in the bank on 
Wednesday laft, to determine by 
ballot the following queftion : * if 
it was the fenfe of the proprietors 
to increafe their dividend one half 
per cent,’ which was carried, fo 
that it will now be fix per cent. 
—I Thurfday, the faid proprietors 
had a general meeting in order to 
confirm the ballot of the preced- 
ing day, and alfo to make a call 
of eight per cent, on the capital 
dock of the company, which was 
agreed to, and to be paid in as 
under— 


—1 per cent, the 19th f OGt* 

% per cent, the 20th of Dec. 1 

2 per cent, the 17th Jan. 

3 per cent, the 15th of Feb. 

8 per cent, which will mate 
an increafe to their capital dock \ 
of 

862,400 

10,780,000 former capital. 

1 1,642,4001. their capital dock 
now. So that the intereft at 6 per 
cent, will be 698,5441. per an- ■ 

. num. 

Yefterday came on at . 
Guildhall the election of a ' 
reprefentative in parliament for 
this city, in the room of Geoigft 
Hayley, Efq ; deceafed. The two 1 
candidates were the lord mayor \ 
and Alderman Clark. The covaf 
being opened by the common 
ciyer, the recorder and city te* y 
membrancer came forward on the *■ 
huttings, and acquainted the E- 
very with the hufinefs of the day. ; 
After the ufual ceremonies write * I 
obfervedi, the two candidates were , 
put in nomination; and on the , 
(hew of hands, the (herids were of , 
opinion the choice had fallen bn 
the lord mayor, but to remove all 
doubt they were put up afecood 
time, when the (hew appearing 
greatly in favour of the lord may- 
or, his lordflup was declared duly 
ele6ted. He addrefled the livery 
in a fpeech of fome length, thank- 
ing then? for the honour they had 
conferred on him, and promifing 
to exert his utmoft endeavours on 
every occafion to fupport the con- i 
ftitmion of his country; and the j 
rights and privileges of his fellow j 
citizens. Mr. Alderman Clark 
alfo fpoke a few words on the oc- 
casion. A poll was then demand- 


fc*. 
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fed in favour of Alderman Clark, 
Which began at three o'clock and 
clioTed at five. 

Disd, at Rotterdam, one Rich- 
ard Solomons, aged i io years. 

In St. John's - ftrect, Thomas 
Theebridge, who had by his wife 
thirty-fix children, all born alive, 
twelve of whom are noW living. 
He was fifty years painter to the 
Charter-houfe. 


OCTOBER. 

tft 0° Sattirda y a c °mmon- 
5 * hall was converted, according 
tot he annual cuftom on Michael - 
bias-day, to efeft a lord mayor for 
die enfuing year. The poll for a 
member of parliament, then car- 
tying .on, was accordingly adjourn- 
«dby proclamation, at one o’clock, 
and the lord mayor and aldermen, 
wiffi their attendants, being feat- 
fed» the recorder declared the pur- 
bofe of the meeting in a (hort 
fpaech. He faid that “ though 
ae.was happy at all times to have 
ah occafion of addrefling himfelf 
to the livfery whom he fo much 
refpefted, he did not think proper 
to interrupt ,the bufinefs. in whieh 
ftejr were at prefent engaged, 
longer than it was neceffary, by 
any fpeech of his. They well 
knew the purpofe for which they 
Wttfe convened, and the import- 
ance of it, namely, to cleft a lord 
inayor for the enfuing year, as 
thief magiftrate of the firft city 
in the world; and from the pru- 
dent choice they had been acuftom- 
«d to make in former years, he 
doubted not that they would make 
as wife an ele6tion of a proper 
perfon at prefent.” 

VoLk XXIV. 


U C L E. [1<)3 

The lord mayor and aldermen 
then returned to the council cham- 
ber, and the (herifts remained on 
the huftings to nominate the fe- 
veral aldermen who had fcrved the 
office of (heriff, for the livery to 
return two, according to the cuf- 
tom of the city, whofe names are 
immediately to be carried by the 
(heriffs to the court of aldermen, 
who fcratch for which of the 
names they approve. 

The greateft (hew of hands ap- 
peared for hjr. Alderman Piomer. 
The appearance was doubtful be- 
tween Mr. Alderman Peckhana, 
and Mr. Alderman Newuham, 
who were neat in number; but. 
Upon a fecond (hew of hands be- 
ing demanded by the ffieriffs, it 
was decifive in favour of Mr. 
Newnbam* 

The aldermen (bon returned from 
the council-chamber, and it was 
announced, that the eleftion had 
fallen upon Mr. Piomer, who them 
came forward, and fpoke to the 
following purport : 

“ Give me leave to return you 
my thanks for the fhare you have 
had in elefting me to an office 
fo honourable and fo important; 
it (hall be my endeavour t? merit 
your approbation, and to promote 
the happinefs of my fellow-citi- 
zens. . 

“ I hope to be favoured with 
your advice and affiftance, when- 
ever it (hall be neceifary fo^ me to 
call you together ; it will give me 
great pleafure to aft in copjunftipn 
with you, gentlemen, whjo I am 
certain will not millead me ; it is 
my defire alfo to live friendly and 
upon good terms, not only with 
every member of the court, buf like- 
wife with all perfons whatfpever.” 

IN) , The 
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The poll for member of parlia- ing the correfpondence maintaii* 
ment was then refumed. ed by the revoltcrs, which will 

At the final clofe of the poll on afford an infight into the pro- 
Saturday at four o’clock, for a moters and concealed abettors of 
member to reprefent this city in this rebellion, 
parliament, the numbers were, for Turin , Oft. 3 . On the 29th 

Sir Watkin Lewes, *68$ ; for Mr. paft her Royal Highnefs the Prin- 
Alderman Clark, 2387 ; majority cefs Carolina, fourth daughter of 
for Sir Watkin Lewes, 298. the King of Sardinia, was mir- 

Sir Watkin Lewes then came ried to his Serene Highnefs Prince 
forward on the hufiings, and Anthony, brother to the Ele&or 
thanked the livery for this fignal of Saxony. His Royal Highnefs 
mark of their approbation, aifuring the Prince of Piedmont, was proxy 
them, that on his part nothing upon this occafion. A few hours 
fhould be wanting to fupport the after the ceremony, the eleftor’s 
principles which he had always ambaflador - extraordinary fet out 
maintained, and to merit the ho- for Augfburgh, where he will 
nour conferred on him. An uni- wait to receive the princefs, anJ 
formity of conduit he would en- condu6t her to Drefden. Her 
deavour always to preferve, and Royal Highnefs went from Mob- 
no influence fhould ever bribe him callier the next day, and was ac- 
to defert the caufe in which he cpmpanied as far as Vercelii by 
had engaged, or betray the trail his the King and Queen of Sardinia, 
fellow citizens had repofed in him. and the Prince and Princefs. of 
Alderman Clark made a fhort Piedmont ; and yefterday their ma- 
fpeech, thanking his friends for jellies, with their royal highnefies, 
the affiftance they had given him returned to Moncallier. 
during the poll. Alderman Wool- Edinburgh, Oft. 6. On Monty 
dridge attempted to fpeak, but the laft fome trials were made of file 
noife was fo great that he could hundred pounder carronade lately 
not be heard. mounted on the battery at Lei$h ; 

Cadiz , Oft. 2. Advices have a gentleman who was prefent in- 
been received which confirm the forms us, that the gun, being k&d- 
account that the revolt at Peru ed with 1 1 pounds of powder* 
had entirely fubfided ; that Tupac elevated to 15 degrees, threw its 
Amora, the leader of the revolters, fhot about two miles into the fea; 
had been taken, and with his fa- and, by way of comparative tgal 
mily, and the principal officers, with one of the 24 pounder gnus 
let to Cufco. Don Jofeph de belonging to the battery, a fhet 
Vella, the Spanifh general, pn en- was fired at the fame time from 
tering Tupac’s capital, ordered 18 one of them, with the famequan- 
of the revolters to be immediately tity of powder and elevation, -and 
hanged. Six pieces of cannon, by the obfervation of the guard 
fix chefts of money, alio a large and others at the end of the pier, 
quantity of arms, powder, and the 100 pound fhot went fill fiber 
ammunition, fell into the hands than the 24 pounder by about 30 
of Don Jofeph, together with yards. Another trial was made at 
; two packets of papers, contain- an elevation of foyr degrees, \yfc en 
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the 24 pounder fKcrt ranged be- 
tween 300 and 400 yards farther 
! than the 100 pound carronade. 

| Several other experiments were 
| made bn this gun, by firing at a 
[ marl, and throwing fhells and 
I gripe fhot, all which feemed to 
| mcceed perfe6lly well. There was 
a number of fj>e&ators upon this 
I. occafion, among whom were the 
. Duke of Buccleugh, the lord advo- 
i- cate, Capt. James Fergufon, of the 
rttiy, kc. who all (eemed much 
wfied With the performance of 
; the gun. 

! Baxil, in Switzerland, Od. 7. 

Some matters relative to the 
dbbhfhiftg peace in Geneva, which 
• the cantons of Zurich and Berne 
Could not fo well determine, have 
been twice debated upon in the 
council of the King of France, and 
tfter mature deliberation upon the 
nature and caufes of the diffenfions 
at Geneva, his majefty perceives 
that the guarantee he granted that 
We republic in 1738, in con- 
jtto£Bon with the cantons of Zurich 
Ind Berne, fo far from contributing 
toils tranquillity/ has only ferved 
to foment the fpirit of difcord 
among the citizens of Geneva. 
Brfs, together with the confide- 
rstion how improper it is for the 
differences of an inconfiderable peo- 
ple to take up the time of the 
minifters of a great king, has in- 
duced his majefty to write to the 
cantons, co-guarantees with him, 
of the regulation of 1738, and to 
the republic of Geneva, that he 
holds himfelf from henceforward, 
^engaged from the guarantee of 
thofepublic of Geneva, and that 
1* leaves it entirely to them to en- 
deavour to reftore peace to that 
ffpublic ; neverthelefs, that his 
own intereft will not fuffer him to 


fee mth an indifferent eye any in- 
novation in the government, or 
any diforderly tumult, but will, in 
any fuch cale, ufe the power he 
has in his hands to put an end to 
them. 

Cadiz, 06 t. 8. This morning 
the difagreeahle news was brought 
to camp of the lofs of three tranf- 
ports from Carthagena, having on 
board, betides ft ores, provitions, ana 
ammunition, a regiment of light 
infantry, confiding of 700 men, 
which marched from Cordova, 
and all the officers, feamen, and 
foldiers, perifhed in the fea. 

An inftance of recovery t ^ 
which lately took place in * 
the Liverpool Infirmary, not more 
remarkable than pleating, was laid 
before the public, by order of the 
board. 

A hale, ftrong man, of 32, 
Ifaac Ellifon, of Saint Helen's, 
was attacked by a fever in June, 
laft, in which he was delirious, 
and which continued eleven days. 
From that time he loft entirely 
both his fpeech and hearing, tho f 
his health and ftrength returned 
perfe6tly, and he could explain 
himfelf clearly and fenfibly by 
writing. When he had remained 
in this ftate above two months 
after his fever left him, he applied 
to the infirmary, and was admit- 
ted an in-patient* In about a 
week afterwards he heard the 
clock ftrike and a mufket tired, 
though, when admitted, he was 
not fenfible of the loudeft, neither 
was he capable of uttering the 
lealt found. Within a fortnight 
he could hear a perfon fpeaking 
moderately loud near his ear, and 
could anfwer very intelligibly in 
a whifper, and before he had been 
a month in the infirmary he could 
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hear perfectly, and his fpeech was 
reftored to him.— The means Dr. 
Houlfton employed for his relief 
were chiefly bleeding, the dry vo- 
mit, warm baih, aether and elec- 
tricity. 

v , ' On Saturday night Mr. 

lOtn. marfhal of the 

High Court of Admiralty, arrived 
ill town with Ryan and feveral 
other prifoners. Ryan was put un- 
der an arreft, and ilept that night 
at a houfe in Do6tors Commons. 

Yeiterday Ryan and his mate 
were examined before the worth ip- 
ful William Wynne, Doctor of 
I^aws, and king’s advocate, at the 
Horn Tavern, in Doctor’s Com- 
mons, and fully committed to New 
Prifon, Clerk en well. 

The only queftions afked of Ryan 
were the following, viz. Whether 
his name was Ryan ? Whether the 
names Luke Ryan, ligned to the 
bond for hi9 Englifh Letter of 
Marque, which was produced to 
him, were of his hand-writing? 
To both of which he anfwered in 
the affirmative, which was the 
whole of the examination. 

Both Ryan and his mate feemed 
jttrueh affected with their commit- 
ment, wrung their hands and wept, 
and feemed in very great agita- 
tion. Ryan fays, that the mate, 
when he engaged him, was ftarv- 
ing in France, and Ihipped himfelf 
with him as an American, and he 
infifts that America is the place 
of his birth. 

, The young Dauphin of 

* France was baptized by the 
namp of Louis Jofeph Xavier? Fran- 
cois. The fponfors were the Em- 
peror and the Princefs of Pied- 
hiont, reprefented by the Count 
de Provence and Madame Eliza- 
beth. 


Hamburgh, OS. 2jJ. The whole 
cf the town of Raftadt, in the 
Archbilhoprick of Saitzbourgh,otf 
the borders of Auflria, two buift- 
ings only excepted, was reduced to 
allies on the 15th of September by 
lightning : the two buildings ttot 
esfcaped were, the convent of the 
capuchin friars, and the corn ma- 
gazine, which had been raifedftr 
the benefit of the poor. 

This day a very numerous fa 
and reipeftable meeting of * ■ - 
freeholders, convened by the u* 
fherifF for taking into confidenitSn 
the low price of wool, was held |t 
the caftle of Lincotn. It hrihg 
proved that wool was falkadSt 
price 50 per oent. within thefeia® 
years; a committee was appointed 
to enquire into feveral difieoat 
plans for a redreto fuggelled bythe 
county at large ; and to co-opetofc 
with fuch other counties as vasf 
be in a fimilar fituation. 

Died, Ifaac Martin Rebow, Efi}? 
colonel of the eaftem battalion if 
EiTex militia, and Recorder M 
Colchefter, which borough he had 
reprefented in five parliaments, 

— ■ — — r* . ' - - 1 ~ 

NOVEMBER. 

A petition of a Very extra- » 
ordinary nature'was prefented * 
to the High Court of Chancery 
by Mr. Schreiber, Rating, that 
his fon, an infant of 17 years of 
age, and a ward of that court, had 
been decoyed away from his tu- 
tor’s, a clergyman of character, 
and 'influenced to marry Mrs. 
Greene, a widow, and therefore 
praying judgment againfl the faid 
Mrs. Greene, her mother, and all 
concerned in that tranfa6lion; fora 
contempt of court' 1 the lord chan- 
cellor 
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%flor, ifter bearing the affidavits cefter, both deceafed), and Elista*- 
jnead, enlarged upon the infamy of beth Perry, widow', tenant (who 
trepanning infants, and lamented, claims the fame premifiea as the 
that the court could inflidt no fe- daughter of Colonel Thomas Sid- 
verer punHhment for offences fo ney, deceafed, and as the neice of 
atmeious than imprisonment ; and the faid Earl Joceline). The four 
concluded with ordering the ofa knights came into court girt with 
folders to attend the court on the fwordg, and were then fwore law- 
next day for hearing petitions, fully and truly to choofe 12 other 
With regard to the infant, the lord knights, Gladm dficiis , to declare 
chancellor ordered him to be re- the truth between the parties, 
turned to his father $ but he was which x6 knights form the grand 
po fooner out of pourt, than he affize. 

conducted his lady to atf elegant An official account was . 
carriage that flood waiting for her, received from the commit- * 
and behaved with the gaiety and fioner of his majefty’s navy at Hal* 
gallantry of a full-grown gentle- lifax, of the capture of the Mage- 
man. cienne French frigate of 32 guns 

^ The recorder has direftad and 280 men, by the Chatham 
that 18,2191. be railed upon man of war of Jo guns. The 
the inhabitants of this city, to re- frigate engaged the man of war 
pair the damage in tjie late riots j half an hour, had 32 men killed 
to be paid, by the conftables, who and 54 wounded. The Chatham, 
are to cqlledt the fame, into the Capt. Douglas, had only two men 
chamber of London immediately killed and four wounded, 
as the fame is railed, to prevent Wm. Tow nfhend,^ late ^ 
embezzlement, whereby the inha- lieutenant of the Rover ' 
bitants would be further fuffer- privateer of Briftol, was executed 
pis. at Execution Dock for the wilful 

10th *^ ie cotton " at murder of Capt. Giralmo Silvef- 

Hockley, near the town of tini, of the Victoria, a Venetian 
Nottingham, took fire, ai}d in lefa fhip, by ordering a gun to be fired 
than two hours that fpacious build- into the vefiel, which killed the 
jng was reduced to a fhell. captain. He ack nov/1 edged the 

12th Tuefda y being gun to be fired by his order, but 

the firft day of this pre- without the leaft intention to kill 
feat Michaelmas term, a very un- any body. He behaved with great 
ttfual ceremony, at leaft at this pen i tepee, 
hpie, was performed in the Court Three hundred and forty 
of Common Pleas at Weftminfter, flat-bottomed boats, of va- Iv 
being that of fwearing in the four rious fizes, were deftroyed in the 
knights to return the writ of right, Boat-houfe at St. Maloes by fire, 
wherein John earl of Leicefter was fuppofed to be wilfully done, 
defendant (who claims Penfhurft- A new and very ftrong fortifi- 
place-park and premiffes, as the cation is erected in Stockes-bay, 
only fon and heir male of Joceline near Portfmouth, where our mer- 
Sidney, and Elizabeth his wife, chant fhips ufually ride. The 
ibe lateJEarl and Counsels of Lei- Gilcicker, which was a Sea-mark 
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for pilots, is taken down, and an- 
other ere&ion fet up at fome dif- 
tance to anfwer the purpofe. The 
buoys between that place and 
Spithead are alfo removed. 

a The Great Duke and 
Duchefs of Ruflia arrived 
at Vienna in perfect health, ac- 
companied by his imperial maje% 
in the fame carriage, who had 
gone to meet them on the road. 

* Wednefday morning John 
’ * Wilkes, efq 3 as chamberlain 
of London, waited on Sir George 
Badges Rodney, at his houfe in 
Albemarle-ftreet, with the hono- 
rary freedom of the city in a gold 
box. 

th Upon opening lately a 
* ' fmall part of a tumulus, 

or burrough, near the Roman 
Fofs-road, in the parifti of Hamp- 
net, Gloucefterfhire, it was dif- 
covered to be full of graves of a 
lingular conftrudtion. They were 
made of rude mafly Rones collected 
together, fome of them about fix 
feet long, three feet broad, and a 
foot and a half thick j thefe were 
put in, or on the ground, Tide- 
ways, in rows, and the bodies de- 
posited north and fouth in the di- 
vifions or compartments. The 
whole was covered over with lefler 
(tones and earth, which made the 
tumulus 3 though feveral of the 
larger (tones appear now above the 
ifuiface. Each compartment con- 
tained a body. The bones in ge- 
neral were in a very decayed and 
mouldering Rate, but fome of the 
jaws were perfect, and had teeth 
in them of a fine white. The tu- 
mulus is about twenty yards long, 
and ten broad. If the bodies de- 
pofited are Roman, they muR have 
lain in the ground fifteen or fix- 
teen hundred years. 


Came on before the Court of 
Exchequer at Edinburgh a trial 
of great confequence to the mer- - 
cantile people of Scotland, when- i 
in Men. Falls of Dunbar vrat \ 
plaintiffs, and , the hon. comraft , 
fioners of his majefty’s cuftam ' 
for Scotland, defendants, by de- 
claration of trefpafs on the cafe, 
for the defendants refuting to ifit < 
orders on the received-general, for 
payment of certain bounties clafld- i 
ed by the plaintiffs, for buffet ms j 
ployed by them in the whi te h w* * 
ring fifheryj when, after a I 
of thirteen hours, the jury, amt < 
withdrawing a few minutes, % 
turned a verdict againR the de- 
fendants, for damages equal to the 
bounties and intereft, and foil 
colts of fuit. 

Died, in Bartholomew-bne, 
aged 83, the youngeR and kftaf 
twenty-one children, Mr. Munfq 
Murray, brother of the late W&.’ 1 
Murray, Efq. of Polmaife. ( * 

Of the Rone in his kidneys/at I 
the feat of Earl Fitzwilliam, tn I 
Northamptonlhire, the Rev. 1 %#. 
Crofts, M. A. F.R. and A.S& 1 
Chancellor of Peterborough, end 
Redtor of Donyat, co. Somerfot j 
diftinguifhed for his general at- 
tainments, as well in ancient eru- 
dition, as in the refinements pf ; 
modem information, gleaned in a 
long courfe, not of reading onl?, 
but of the moft intelligent travels. 
He was alfo diftinguifhed for a 
moft rare 'and critical knowledge 
of books. His many friends Wfll 
bear ample teftimony to the for- 
mer, in their regret for the left 
of his converfation 3 of the latte? 
he has left a convincing proof ill 
one of the moft choferi of private 
libraries. 

At his houfe in the Wanes, 
Wool* 
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Woolwich, aged 77, Lieut, gen. 
Geo. Williamfon, coL of the ad 
battalion of the royal reg. of ar- 
tillery 5 he was near 60 years an 
officer, and was buried on the 
16th at Woolwich with military 
honours. 

Fra. Simpfon, LL. D. advocate 
in the Court of Arches, official to 
the Archdeacons of London, Can- 
terbury, Middlelex, and Rochef- 
ter. Chancellor of the Diocefe of 
Lincoln, and Fellow of Trinity 
Hall, Cambridge. He was ne- 
phew to the late Sir Edw. Simp- 
lon, Dean of the Arches, and was 
editor of Bilhop Ellys’s Tra6ls on 
Spiritual Liberty. 


DECEMB E R. 

* Came on in the Court of 
! * Common Pleas, at Guild- 
hall, before Lord Loughborough, 
an a&ion brought againll the com- 
mander of a cutter, for detaining 
a veffei and its contents, confining 
of rum and tea, to the amount of 
joool. as fmuggled goods. The 
judge faid, he had no doubt of 
the goods being run, but as they 
were leized beyond the reach of 
the excife laws at fea, a verdibl 
muff follow, and the jury gave 
3000I. 

A common-hall was held 
tD * at Guildhall, purfuant to a 
rtquifition of feveral of the livery 
to the lord mayor, when the com- 
mon-cryer having mentioned the 
caufe of their being fummoned, 
Mr. Hurford came forward and 
moved, that an addrefs, petition, 
and remonftrance, be prefented to 
his majefty by the lord mayor, al- 
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derrhen, &c. op the prefent alarm- 
ing (late of affairs, which being 
agreed to, the following addrefs 
was read by Mr. Bilhop, and una- 
nimoufly approved of, and the 
(heriffs ordered to go up to know 
when his majeffy will be pleafed to 
receive the fame *. 

Admiralty-Office, Dec . 7. 
Capt. Macbride of the Artois 
writes, that on the 3d inft. he had 
made prize of the Hercules and 
Mars privateers, belonging to 
Amfterdam, both new (hips, car- 
rying 24 nine-pounders and ten 
cohorts each, fall failers, and, 
commanded by two Hogenboomes, 
father and {bn, inhabitants of 
Flulhing. The father was well 
known laft war by the nickname 
of Hardapple, and did much mif* 
chief to our {hipping and trade. 
The Hercules had 164 men, of 
whom 13 were killed and 20 
wounded. The Mars had . 146 
men, of whom nine were killed, 
and wounded. The Artois 
had only one man killed, and fix 
wounded. 

The feffions ended at the IQt ^ 
Old-Bailey, when the fol- 
lowing prifoners received lentence 
of death, viz. Charles Peat, for 
afiaulting Richard Downes, Efq; 
on the highway on Finchley Com- 
mon, and robbing him of 23s. in 
different coins ; Hannah Brown, 
for Healing a large quantity of 
wearing apparel, linen, laces, 
and other things, in the dwelling- 
houfe of Mifs Catherine Thiffie- 
thwayte, in South- Audley-Hreet, 
where {he was fervant $ and Geo. 
Townfend, for Healing a mare, 
the property of Mr. Hedge, a 
watchmaker at ColcheHer, in Ef- 


• For a Copy of thfe Addrefs, fee the State Papers. 
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fcx. ' Benjamin Roney was com- 
vl£led of felonionfly killing and 
flaying Richard Hobbs. They 
were both bargemen, had quar- 
relled on board, and agreed to 
decide the matter on fbore, in 
which the deceafed, by a fall, re- 
ceived a concuffibn of the brain, 
of which he died the fame day. 

A man for publifhing a certain 
ihflammatory hand- bill, intitled, 
“ England in Blood,” and re- 
commending a certain paper, then 
fhortly intended to be publifhed, 
called; “ The Thunderer,*” and 
tending to inflame the minds of his 
majefty s fubjedts, aguinft the peace 
and good government of the king- 
dom j and which bills were, to 
a great amount, diftributed in the 
afternoon of the 6th of June, 
1780, at the time the rioters were 
proceeding to deftroy the gaol of 
Newgate, and, perhaps, if not 
providentially flopped, the whole 
metropolis 5 was fined five dril- 
lings, and fentenced to be im- 
prisoned one year in Newgate. 

Being the anniverfary of the in- 
stitution of the Royal Academy, 
a general aflembly of the acade- 
micians was held at the Royal Aca- 
demy, Somerfet-place, when P. J. 
JDe Loutherbourg was admitted an 
academician, and received his di- 
ploma figned by his majefty : three 
diver medals were given, one to 
Mr. Peter Holland, for the bell 
drawing of an academy figure ; 
one to Mr. Charles Rolli, for the 
beft model of -an academy figure 5 
one to Mr. Geo. Hatfield, for the 
•beft drawing of architecture, being 
the front and fpire of St. Giles’s 
in the Fields, done from a£tual 
meafurements. 

The aflembly then proceeded to 
cle£fc the officers for the year en- 


fuing, when Sir Jofhua Reynolds 
was re-ele6ted prefident. 

Council. 

Geo. Barret, Nat. Hone, G.M. 
Mofer, Tho. Sandby, Edw. Burcfe, 
Charles Catton, P. J. De Leather* . 
bourg, Jof. Nollekens, Efqre. 

Vifitors. 

Charles Catton, Nath. PatMSfi I 
Benj. Weft, John Zoffanii, Jams* 
Barry, J. B. Cipriani, P. J. Be 
Loutherbourg, Jer. Meyer, Efqrt. 
Rev. Mr. William Peters. 

Yefterday there was anu- * ; 

merous meeting of ele&ors, 1 ■ 

and other inhabitants of Weftmfefc 
fter, at W eftm inller- hall, to cost 
fider of fuch meafures as my 
be thought advifeable in the prefat 
fituation of the kingdom. T6$ 
committee having taken their j 
places on the fteps leading up tq ' 
the Court of Common-Pleas, Mr. 
Fox opened the bufinefs in a j 
fpeech, the purport of whidblfel 
to draw a companion of the nft* 
nagement of public affairs during , 
the adminiftration of Lord Chit? 
ham, and forae prefent perfoas ia 
office this he did in a variety 
of . inftances, proving, as he fsd, 
that the former had raifed us taj 
the higheft pinnacle of reputat*Q 
and glory, as a magnanimous* 
free, and independent people, 
while the latter had reduced us to 
di ft refs. After fome other gen? < 
tlemen had delivered their opi- 
nions, an humble petition and r&* 
monftrance, in fubftance the fame 
as that agreed on at Guildhall, 
London, was produced, which 
being read, was received with 
burfts of general applaufe, -and a 
committee appointed to prefent k 
to his majefty. 

At a meeting of the inhabitants \ 
of Southwark it was alfo refolved, j 

that 
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that an addfftfe be prefented to his 
majefly, to the fame purport with 
that of the city of London, by a 
Committee. 

.. A few evenings ago, 
v '* when the family of Mr. 
Pickett, goldfmith, of Lud gate- 
hill, who refides in Harput-ftreet, 
neat Red - lion - fquare, were re? 
tiring to reft, his eldeft daughter, 
as (he flood by the fire fide, was , 
employed in fome little a£t of du- 
tiful attention to her father, when 
the fire unperceived caught hold 
of her clothes, and in ait inftant 
her whole drefs was in a blaze. 
The father was (truck mdtionlefs 
im the occasion, but recovering 
a little, burnt his band in attempt* 
mg to extinguiih the flames ; and 
the young lady rinding no relipf, 
An from room to room to feek it, 
hut in vain. In her progrefs (he 
fet fire to the bed, which was with 
difficulty extinguifhed, and where 
(he fell the floor was a&uaHy on 
fee. ' No relief could be given 
her till her clothes were totally 
burnt oft her back. When her whole 
body was left as if it had been 
broiled, or rather burnt on a grid- 
iron. Medical afliftance was foon 
procured, but it was impoffihle for 
numan art to afford the lfeft re- 
lief; and. in this dreadful ftate {he 
lay till the next' evening, and then 
expired. 

loth day, pujfuant to 

' ’ advertiferoentfrom the fbe- 

fiflfe, there was a general meeting 
of the freeholders of the county 
of Middlefex, at the Mermaid, at 
Hackney, when it was unani- 
moufly refolved that a ftmilar pe- 
tition to that of the city of Lon- 
don fhopld be preferred to the 
king by their two reprefentatives 
m parliament. 


At a meeting of the ^ 
W«ft-India merchants, Mr. 1 
Bailey in the chair, it was unani- 
mouily refolved, that an humble 
addrefs and petition be prefen ted 
to his majefty, representing the 
dangerous ftate of the Weft- India 
iflands, and imploring immediate 
relief. Several other refolutiom 
were alfo entered into unanimous- 
ly, there being no oppofition. 

At the above meeting it was de- 
clared, by a formal refolution, that 
what Mr. B. Gafcoyne had faid 
in the houfe, of their not being 
under any apprehenfions for the 
fafety of the Weft-Indies, was det 
lufive, falfe, and groundlefs. 

Same day a meeting of the free- 
holders of Surrey was held at the 
Spread-Eagle, Epfbm, Sir Francis 
Vincent in the chair, when Mr. 
Budgen moved for a petition and 
remonftranee to the fovereign $ the 
motion was fupported by Admiral 
Keppel, Sir Jofeph* Mawbey, Sir 
Robert Clayton, and others, and 
carried. 

Dm>, in Stafford-row, Weftm. 
aged 79, Mrs. Madan, daughter 
Of Spencer Cowper, Efq. former- 
ly one of the juftices of the Court 
of Common Pleas, and relidt Of 
Col. Martin Madan, who died at 
Bath in 17 56. This lady very early 
diftinguifhed herfelf by her poeti- 
cal talents, as appears by her 

Verfes to the Memory of Mr. 
Hughes,’* 1720, printed with his 
poems j and “ The Progrefs of 
Poetry,” in The Flower Piece, 1731. 
She has left two fons, the Rev. 
Martin Madan, author of Thtlyph - 
thorn, &c. and Spencer Madan, 
D. D. Prebendary of Peterborough. 
Her eldeft daughter was married 
to Wm. Cowper, Efq. of Harting- 
fordbury (her flrft coufin), and 
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her youngeft to thg Hon. Colonel 
(now Lieut. Gen.) Maitland. 

At Halifax, aged toi, Mr. 
Robt* Butterfield, who, from 40 
years induftry as a wool-ftapler, 
acquired 40,000!. 

At Romfey, Hants, Mr. Cot- 
ton, of that town, aged 915 it is 
remarkable that he died on the 
anniverfary of his birth. 

At the houfe of Mrs. D’ Al- 
meida, at North - End, Hamp- 
ftead (to whofe family fhe had 
been fervant near fourfeore years), 
Mrs. Filer Foa, aged no; fhe 
retained all her fenfes till within 
three days of : her deaths 


4 General Bill of all the Chriflenings 
and. Burials , from December 10, 
1 780, to , December 11*1781. 

Chriftejied. Buried. 

M^es 8774 Males 10499 

females 8252 Females 102 19 


In all 17026 20709 

Increafed in the burials this year 
192. 

Died under two years of age 7083 
Between 2 and 3 2399 
5 and 10 882 
10 and 20 72.5 
20 and 30 1318 
30 and 40 1640 
40 and 50 2021 
50 and 60 1649 
60 and 70 1391 
70 and 80 930 
80 and 90 394 


90 and zoo 

51 

100 

2 

102 

1 

103 

1 

108 

2 


Sheriffs appointed by Ms Majtfly w 
Council, for the year 1781. j 

Berkfhire, Ed . Loveden, of But • 
cot, Efq; 

Bedfordfhire, John Harvey, of 
Northill, Efq; 

• Bucks, Jofeph Bullock, of Co- 
versfield, Efq; , , ; 

Cumberland* Tho. Story, of i 
Mirehoufe, Efq; 

Chefhire, W. Davenport, of 
Bramhall, Kfq; ,t • 

. Cambridge and Huntingdon- 
fhire, John Johnfon, of Levering.' ' 
ton, Efq; u’ 

Cornwall, Sir J. St, Aubin,\ 4 f ■ 
Clowance, Bart. ' . 

Devonfhire, John BurridgeCW? 
wtfch, of Farringdon, Efq; 

Dorfetfhire, Lewis Dymoek 
Grofvenor TregonneL, of Do* 
chefter, Efq; 

Derbyfhire, Samuel Frith, <of ; 
Bank-hall, Efq; 1 

EfTex, Richard Wyatt, of Horn* 
church, Efq; 

Gloucefterfhire, John Morris, of j 
Shephoufe, Efq; . - 

Hertfordfhire, Thomas Ch&> \ 
terbuck, jun. of Watford, Efq. 

Herefordfhire, E, PattefhaH, of j 
Allenfmoor, Efq; 

Kent, John Cator, of Beckea- j 
ham, Efq; 

Leicefterfhire, Edmund Cia* 
dock Hartopp, of Newbold, Efq. 

Lincolnfhire, Edw. Nelthorpe, 
of Seawby, Efq; 

Monmouthfhire, Wm. Jones, 
of Nafh, Efq; 

Northumberland, Cha. Brand* 
ling, of Gosforth-houfe, Efq; 

Northamptonfhire, N. Raynf* 
ford, of Brixworth, Efq. 

Norfolk, Rt. Lee Doughty, of 
Hanworth, Efq; 

Notting* 
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Nottinghamfhire, L. Rollcfton, 
of Watnall, Efq. 

Oxford, Rd. Paul Jodrell, of 
Lewknor, Efq; 

Rutland (hi re, Tho. Sanders, of 
Mercott, Efq; 

Shropshire, Ed. Charles Winc}- 
for, of Hamage Grange, Efq; 

Somerfetfhire, John Ford, of 
Hadfpen, Efq; 

Staffordfhire, Ph. Keay, of Ab- 
bots-Bromley, Efq; 

Suffolk, Charles Kent, of Fam- 
ham St. Genoveve, Efq; 

, Southampton, Benjamin Smith, 
oflys, Efq; 

Surrey, William Northey, of 
Epfom, Efq; 

Suffex, Wm, Peachy, of JCid- 
ford, Efq. 

Warwickfhire, John Webb, of 
Sherborne, Efq; v 

Worcefterfhire, John Darke, of 
Bredon, Efq; 

' Wiltfhire, W. Hayter, of New- 
tdn-Toney, Efq; 

Yorkfhire, Humphrey Olbal- 
(jefton, of Hunm^nby, Efq; 

South Wales. 

Brecon, Lewis Williams, of 
Pentwyn, Efq; 

Carmarthen, Sir W. Mafell, 
of Kcoed, Bart. 

Cardigan, David Lloyd, of Al- 
tyroden, Efq; 

Glamorgan, C. Bowen, of Mer- 
thyrmawr, Efq; 

Pembroke, H. Scourfield, of 
Rpbefton-hall, Efq; 

Radnor, Jonathan Bowen, of 
Knighton, Efq; 

North Wales. 

Anglefey, Jonathan Bobyckan 
Sparrow, of Redhill, Efq; 

Carnarvon, Edw. Carreg, of 
Carreg, Efq; 

Denbigh, the Hon. Tho. Fitz- 
fnaurice, of Leweny, Efq; 


Flint, Henry Thrale, of Ba- 
chegrig, Efq; 

Merioneth, Edward Lloyd, of 
Maefmore, Efq; 

Montgomery(h. Hugh Metre, 
of Finnant, Efq; 

The following is an exaft Account 
of the Woollen Cloth made in the 
JVeJl Riding of Yorkihire, from 
March 1780, to March 1781, 
with the Amount of the Incrtafe 
from the twelve Months preceding 
that Period . 

Broad doth. 102,018 pieces 
containing 3,099,127 yards. In- 
creafed this year 7593 pieces con- 
taining 399,496 yards. 

.Narrow cloth. 98,721 pieces 
containing 2,671,397 yards. Iq- 
creafed this year 11,412 pieces, 
containing 100,973 yards. 


BI RTHS for the Year 178 i f 

Jan. 14. Lady of Sir J. Thorold, 
a fon. 

31. Lady of the Rt. Hon. 
Earl of Traquair, a fon. 

Feb. 8. Her Highnefs the Duch- 
efs, of Courland, a prin* 
cefs, at Mittau. 

26. Lady of Lord Carlow of 
the Kingdom of Ireland, 
a fon. 

One of the Sultanas of the 
Grand Signior, a prin- 
cefs, at Conftantinople. 

March 6. Lady of Sir Andrew 
Hammond, a daughter. 

1 5. Lady of the Hon. Francis 
Talbot, a fon. 

April 9. Lady Abingdon, a fon 
and heir. 

The Confort of the Arch- 
Duke 


/ 
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Duke Ferdinand, of a 
fon, at Milan. 

13. lady Hope, a fon, at 

Pinky- houfe, Scotland. 
May 5. Bight Hon. Lady Kin- 
naird, a daughter, in 
Park -ft. Weftminfter. 
Lady of Sir Edward Aftley, 
a fon. 

July 12. Lady Oadogan, a daugh- 
ter. 

\^ug. 4. Lady of the Rt. Hon. 

Sir Richard Worfely, 
Bt. a daughter. 

J. Lady of the Earl of Rad- 
nor, a fon, in Grafton- 
ftfeet. 

Lady of Lord Vifcount 
Stormont, a fon. 
ao. Lady Tancred, of a fecond 
fon, at Sir Thomas’s 
feat, at Lyndhurft, New 
Foreft, Hamplhire. 

Sept. iq. Lady of Rt. Hon. Lord 
Bagot, a fon. 

22. lady of Hon. John Byng, 

a fon. 

Oft. 10. Lady of Lord Vifc. Wey- 
mouth, a daughter. 

The Rt. Hon. Lady Paget, 
a daughter. 

Lady of Sir Harbord Har- 
bord, Bart. M. P. a fon. 

14. Lady of Sir John Peftiall, 

Bart-, a fon and heir. 
Nov. 14. Lady of George Gipps, 
Efq; M. P. a daughter. 
26. Countefs of Harrington, 
a fon, 

Dec. 8. Countefs of Shelburne, 
a daughter. 

10. Lady Grantham, a fon and 
heir. 

21. The Lady of Major Ken- 
nedy, a fon. 

2 3 . Countefs Percy, a daughter. 
Her Grace the Duchefs of 

Rutland, a fon. 


MARRIAGES, 1781, 

Deq. 2, 1780. Sir John Wedderi - 
burn, of JBallindean, Bt. 
to Mils Dundas, daugh, 
of the late Col. Dundee 
of Dundas. 

Jan. J, 1781. The Earl of Latiefr 
borough, to Mifs La- i 
touche. 

Ift Ireland, Duke Giffard, 
Efq; eldeft ion of Sir 
Duke G f Bart, of Caf T 
tie Jordan, co. Meath, 
to Mifs Maddock. 

25* Sir Jamps Hereford, of 
Safton -court, co. Heref. 
to Mrs. Fra. Hopton, of 
Worcefter. 

3f. At Lambeth-chapel, Geo, 
Warde, Efq; nephew of 
Gen. Warde, and capt. 
in Ld. Aniherft’s troopof 
horfe - grenadier guards, 
to Mifs Madan, ilaugb* 
of the Rev. Dr. M. and 
piece of Earl Cornwal- 
lis. 

Feb. J. Nicolls Raynsferd, Efq ? 

of Brixworth, North- 
amptonshire, to Mils . 
pouter, of BeaconsfieH. 

Rich. Wjlfon, Pq; to Mils 
Eliz. Fountayne, daugh, 
of the Dean of York. 

March 6. By fpecial licence, the 
Hon. Lord Althorp, fon 
of Rarl Spencer, to Mifs 
Bingham, daughter of 
Lord Lucan. 

Sir Tho. Jones, Knt. to 
Mifs Fitzgerald, daugh. 
of Lady Fitzgerald, 
io. Lord Mahon, to Mifs 
Grenville, daugh. to the | 
late Right Hon. Geo. | 
Grenville, and lifter to j 
the prefent E. Temple. > 
27. At 
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if* At Canterbury the Rev. 
Rich. Sandys, Vicar of 
' Reculver, to the Right 
Hon. Lady Fran. Alicia 
Aflong, reli6t of Wm. 
Aflong, Efq; and young, 
fitter to the Earl of Tan- 
kerville. 

April 2. Mr. Andr. Drummond, 
to Lady Mary Percival, 
eldeft daughter of Lady 
Egmont. 

10. Capt. Rodney, of the 3d. 
reg. of guards, fon of 
Sir Geo. Brydges Rod- 
ney, Bart, to Mifs Har- 
ley, daughter of the Rt. 
Hon. Tho. Harley. 

29. John Henderfon, Efq; fon 
of Sir Robt. Henderfon, 
Bart, to Mifs Robertlon, 
’’ daugh. of Gen. Robert- 

fon. Governor of New- 
York. 

ihf 2. James FaHs, Efq; of Of- 
' tend, to Mifs C. Ker- 

ries, fitter of Sir Robert 
Herries, of London, 
to. John Edward Maddocks, 
Efq; to Mils Frances 
Perryn, jpungeft daugh. 
of Mr: Baron Perryn. 
tl. Right Hon Ld. Audley, 
to Mitt Delaval. 

25. Mr. Croft, fon of Rich. 
Croft, Efq; Pall-Mall, 
to Mifs Smythfon, dau. 
of Sir J. Smythfon, Bt. 

line a. Rev. Henry Jenkin, Rec- 
tor of Utford, co. Nor- 
thampton, to the Hon. 
Mifs Aug. Evelyn, 
lo. Tho. Bond, Efq; of Wim- 
bledon, to MifsBewicke, 
daughter of the late Sir 
Robert. 

23. Arthur Knox, Efq: to 
Lady Mary Brabazon, 


eldeft dangh. of the Earl 
of Meath. 

30. John Vaughan, Efq; M.P. 
for co. Caermartben, to 
Mifs Maude, daugh. of 
Sir C. Maude; Bart. 

July 3, At Moreton, co. Dorfet, 
Evelyn Shirley, of Clifty 
Efq; fon of the Hon. 
George Shirley, of Ea- 
tington, Warwickfhirey 
to Mifs Phyllis Byam 
Wollafton, daugh. of the 
late Charleton Wol- 
fefton, M.D. 

1 7. Robert Auriol Drummond, 
Efq; fon of the late 
Abp. of York, to Mifs 
Harley, daughter of the 
Rt. Hon. Tho. Harley. 

ig. At Exeter, by fpecial li- 
cence, Sir Geo. Collier, 
Knt. late Capt. of the 
Canada, to Mifs Fryer, 
dau, of "W. Fryer, Efq. 

27. The Hon. Horatio Wad- 
pole, eldeft fon of Lord 
Walpole, to Mifs Chur- 
chill, daughter of C. 
Churchill, Efq. 

Lately , at Gretna- Green, the Hon. 

Capt.Shirly, lonofLd. 

• Ferrers, to Mitt Ward, 

niece to Vifc. Dudley. 

Edw. Wheeler, Efq; one- 
of the Supreme Council 
of Bengal, to Mifs Dun- 
ford, daughter of George 
Dunford, Efq. 

Aug. 14. At Chefter, Sir Peter 
Warburton, Bt. to Mitt 
Alice Parker. 

2 r . At Norwich, Wm . Drake, 
jun. Efq; member for 
Ammcrmam, Bucks, to 
Mifs Rachel Ives of that 
city. 

27. At Bengrove, Sufifex, the 
Hon. 
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Hon. George Napier, to 
the Right Hon. Lady 
Sarah Lenox. 

Sept. t. At Staunton Harold; the 
Hon. Wafhington Shir- 
ley, to Mil's Ward, niece 
to the late Lord Vifc. 
Dudley and Ward. 

8. John Hughes, Efq; of Bet- 
lhanger, Kent, to Mifs 
Hardy, niece to the late 
Admiral Sir Charles. 
Hardy. 

29. Princefs Carolina, 4th dau. 
of the King of Sardinia, 
to Prince Anthony, bro- 
ther to the Elector of 
Saxony. 

At Cuddefden, Oxf. the 
Rev. Henry Ford, of 
Chrift-Church, to Mifs 
M. L. Yates, niece to 
the Bp. of Oxford. 

0 &. 3. At Ifleworth church, by 
his unfcle, the Hon. and 
Rev. Wm. Neville, un- 
der a fpecial licence, the 
Hon. Henry Neville, 
eldeft fon of Geo. Lord 
Abergavenny, to Mifs 
Robinfon, only daugh. 
of John R. Efq; of Sion- 
Hill, co. Middlefex. 

12. Sir Fred. Reynolds, Knt. 
of Hatfield, Herts, to 
Mifs M. Townfhend, of 
Hatton-ftreet. 

ij. Edw. Smythe, Efq; eldeft 
ion of Sir Edw. S. Bart, 
to Mifs Hoi ford, only 
daugh. of Peter H. Efq; 

18. Rev. Cha. Birch, of Chi- 
chefter, Suflex, to Mifs 
Anne Seymour, 2d. dau. 
of Hen. S. Efq; of Han- 
ford, co. Dorfet, and 
niece to Earl Cowper. 


EGISTER, l?8i. 

Sir Jennifon Gordon, of j 
Hertford-ftreet, to Mils j 
Hatton, of Northamp- ! 
tonlhire. 

By fpecial licence, the 
Hon. Mr. Irby, brother 
to Lorti Bofton, to Mils 
Mary Blackman, young* ■ 
daughter and cpheiw 
of Rowland Blackman, j 
Efq; of Barbadoes. 

At Moor-Monkton chnrch, 

4 near York, SirTho.T. j 
Slinfby, Bart, to l&fr \ 
M. Slingfby. 

Lord Vifc. Tumour, (bn 
ofthe Earl of Wintertoo, 
to Mifs Chapman, dan. 
of Rich. Chapman, 
Efq; * - 

Nov. 8. At Glaftaugh, Banfflhhe# • 
Vice-admiral Duff, of 
Logie, to Mrs.Morrifbn, 
of Haddo, daugh. of tha 
late Gen. Abercromby, 

17. (George Drummond, Efq) 
one of the Commit 
(ioners of Public Ac- 1 
counts, to Mifs Anne 
Shotter. 

Dec. 3. The Earl of Aylesford to 
the Hon. Mifs Louft 
Thynne, eldeft daugh. , 
of Lord Vifcount Way- I 
mouth. ] 


Principal Promotions for tk i 
Year 178 i,fn m the London Ga- 
zette, SfC. I 

• 1 

Dec. 29, 1780. The following 1 
noblemen and gentlemen . have 
been appointed of his Royal Higb- 
nefs the Prince of Wales’s hpufc- 
hold : Groom of the Stole — Lori 
Southampton. Gentlemen of the 
Bed- 




Digitized by Google 



CHRONICLE. [207 


Bed-Chamber — E. of Court own. 
Lord John Clinton, Lord Vifc. 
Parker, Treafurer and Secretary 
—Lieut. Col. Hotham. Matter 
of the Robes and Privy Purfe— 
Hen. Lyte^ Efq. Grooms of the 
Bod-chamber — Hon. Mr. Legge, 
Hoo. Stephen Digby, John John- 
lon, Efq. Firft Equerry and Com- 
nuffioner of the Stables — Lieut. - 
Col. Lake. Equerries— Lieut.- 
Colonel Hulfe, Lieutenant-Col. 
Sir John Dyer, Bart. Lieut.-Col. 
Stephens. 

30. Capt. Andrew Corbet and 
Capt Lord Strathaven to be Aid- 
do-qunps in Ordinary to the Earl 
ofCarlitle ; and Capt. Sir James 
Erikine, Bart. Capt. the Hon. 
Fra. North, Capt. Arthur Ormf. 
hr, and Lieut. Rich. O’Brien 
Boyle, to be his Aid-de-camps in 
Extraordinary. 

Jan. 9, 1781. John Macpher- 
fito, Efq; to be one ©f the Coun- 
fcllors of the Governor-General 
and Council of the Prettdency of 
Rort William in Bengal, in the 
worn of Rich. Harwell, Efq; ap- 
proved by his Majefty. 

.ro. Adm.Sir Hyde Parker pro- 
moted from being Rear-Adm of 
the Red, to be Vice-Adm. of the 
Blue; and Admiral Kempenfelt, 
Rear-Admiral of the Blue. 

20. Dr. Rich. Woodward, Dean 
of St. Macartin Clogher, to the 
Biftioprick of Cloyne. 

Rev. W. Cecil Perry, M. A . Dean 
of Derry, to the united Bithopricks 
of Killala and Achonry. 

Feb. 17. George Lord' Edg- 
cnmbe, advanced to the dignity 
ofy Vifcount, to him and his heirs 
male, by the name, ftyle, and title, 
of Vifcount Mount Edgcumbe and 
Valetort. 


John Hallam, D. D. Dean of 
Briftol. 

March 3. Ralph Hcathcote, Efq; 
appointed his Majefty s Minifter 
Plenipotentiary at the Court of the 
Eledtor of Cologne, in the room of 
Geo. Creflener, Efq; dec. 

Wm. Browne, Efq; appointed to 
be Governor of the Bermuda ©r 
Somer’s Iflands in America, iu 
the room of J. G. Bruere, Efq; 
deceafed. 

24. The dignity of a baronet of 
the kingdom of Great Britain un- 
to the following gehtlemen, and 
their heirs male, viz. Sir Robert 
Barker, Knt. of Bufbridge, in the 
county of Surrey; Jofeph Banks, 
Efq; of Revefby- Abbey, in the co. 
of Lincoln ; John Ingilby, Efq; 
of Ripley, in the Weft-Riding of 
the co. of York ; Alex. Craufurd, 
Efq. of Kilbumey, in N. Britain ; 
Valentine Rich. Quin, Efq; of 
Adair, co. of Limerick, in Ireland ; 
Wm, Lewis Andr6, Efq; (captain 
in his Majefty’s 26th reg. of foot) 
of Southampton, co. of Southamp- 
ton; Fra. Sykes, Efq; of Bafildon, 
co. of Berks ; John Coghill, Efq; 
of Richings, co. of Buckingham ; 
and John Motley, Efq; of Ancoats, 
co. of Lancafter. 

April 3. Edward Emily, A.M. 
Dean of Derry. — Rev. John Mac 
Leith, the united churches, and pa- 
rithes of Killarow and Kilchoman, 
in the prefbytery of Kintire, and 
(hire of Argyll and Bute. — Rev. 
John M‘Conochie, the church and 
parith of Crauford, in the pretby- 
tery and county of Lanark. 

7. Rev. John Lynch, Doctor of 
Laws, a Canon or Prebendary of 
Canterbury, bn the rcfignation of 
Dr. Rich. Palmer. 

14. Tho. Morley, Efq; Cap.- 
Gea. 
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Gen. and Gov. in Chief of the 
Leeward Carribee Iflands. 

23. John Morris, Efq; in virtue 
of the king** reverfionary grant, 
fwom into the office of one of the 
Clerks of the Signet, woe Sir Jof. 
Copley, deceaicd. 

May 4. Robert Clements, Efqj 
Governor of the county of Done- 
gal. 

8. Earl of Dalhoufe to be his 
taajefty’s High Commilfioner to the 
General Affembly of the Church 
of Sootktnd. 

9. Tho; Shirley* Eftj; took the 
oaths in council as Capt.-Gen. and 
Gov. in Chief of his majefty’s Lee- 
ward Carribbee Iflands. 

12. A conge d’ 61 ire ordered by 
the king to the Dean and Chapter 
of Winchefter, for ele&ing a bifhop; 
and a letter, recommendi ng Brown- 
low now Biihop of Worcener, to be 
elected. 

June 0. A coagS d* 61 ire ordered 
by the King to the Dean and 
Chapter of Worcefter, for ele&- 
inga bifhop $ and a letter, recom- 
mending Richard now Biihop of 
Lichfield and Coventry, to be 
elected. 

26. The king has appointed the 
Rev, Dr# Jof. Mac Carmack to be 
Principal of the United College of 
St. Salvator aud St. Leonard, in 
the Univerfity of St. Andrews, va- 
cant by the death of the Rev. Dr. 
Bobf Watfbrt. 

July 3. Alex. Crawford, appoint- 
ed to be his majelty’s , jufticiary 
baillie for the Weft Seas of Scot- 
land. 

6. Peter Burrel, Efq; knighted. 

21# A cong6 d’^lire ordered to 
th$ Dean/ and Chapter of the ca- 
thedral church of Ely x for ele&ing 
a biihop of tb^t fee 3 with a tetter. 


recommending the Right Rev. fa- 
ther in God James Bifhdp of Gib* 
cefter, to be ele&ed. ' 

Aug. 14; The king approv«h>f 
the appointment of Sir Pster 
rel, Knt. to exercife the office# 
Lord Great Chamberlain of Eng- 
land, as deputy to the Rt. 
Prifbilla Barbara' Eliz. Baromfe 
WiRotighby of Erefby, arid lidy 1 
Georgina Charlotte Bertie, fiflert , 
and coheirs of bis grace Robert* 
late D. of Attcafter and KefteVea* 
hereditary Lofd Great Chatnbtf- 
lain of England, deceafed* 

24. Geo. Younge, Efq. captfitt 
in his majefty’s navy, tne bonOOf 
of knighthood. 1 

G. James Choltnondeley vji \ 
Rich. Tickell, Efqrs. commiflfei* ■ 
ers for his majefty’s ftamp dufirt* ] 
in the room of John Kenrick, 
refigned, and Martin Whiih> Wq* 1 
promoted. *. 

David Stew. Moncriefie, Mj; 1 
one of the Barons of his majeflf* \ 
Court of Exchequer in Scotland. ! 

Sept. 4. Cha. Middleton,' E£|« ; 
comptroller of his majefty’s naif) ■ 
created a Baronet of Great Brittis, 
with remainder to Gerrard Nad *! 
Edwards, of Ketten, in the co* df 
Rutland, Efq. and his iflfue male% 
Diana his wife, daughter of the fin 
Cha. Middleton. 

Cha. Hanbury, Efq. appointed 
his majefty’s agent and conful id 
the circle of Lower Saxony, and 
the free cities of Bremen and Ltl- 
beck. 

The appointment of John Sta- 
bles, Efq. to be one of the coun- 
fellors of the Gov.-Gen. andetran- 
6il of the prefidency of Fort Wil- 
liam, in Bengal, in the room of 
Philip Francis, Efq; confirmed by 
* the king. 
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Sir John Dick, Bart. appointed 
one of the Comptrollers of the Ac- 
counts of his majefty’s army., - 

War-Office, Sept . 25. 2<jd reg. 
lig^it dragoons. — Colonel Sir Joha 
Burgoyne, of 14th dragoons, is 
appointed to be colonel ; Major 
John Fleyd, of 21ft dragoons, 

Ifoutv 0)1. 

; OS:. 6. The dignity pf a Baro- 
net of Ireland to William Glea- 
d^re Newcowen, of Carrickglafs, 
in the county of Longford, Efqj 
Barry Deftny, of Caftle Moyle, in 
the county/ of Kerry, E% and 
fliigh Dillon Malfey, of Donafs, 
county of Clare, Efq. 

Kfov. 6 . Sir Geo. Bn Rodney, 
%L and Ki B! appointed Vic6- 
R8®. of Great Britain, and Lieut< 
of the Admiralty; thereof and alfo 
Mft* of the nafies and feas of 
Wat Britain, vioe Ld. Hawke. 

0 eo* Darby, Efq; Rear-Adm. 
ofJ 5 reat Btftain, &c. vice Sir Geo. 
IfiSges Rodney, 

lart Waldgrave, Lord Lieut. 
antfCuft. Rot. of the co. of ElTex, 
t^Lord Rochford, dec. 

■Dec. 22. Richard Cult, D.D. 
Dean of Lincoln, and alfo refiden- 
t«r^ in that cathedral, both void 
Rf to promotion of Bp. Yorke. 

Wm. Hayward Roberts, D*D. 
Provoft of the College of Eton, void 
tfjf the death of Dr. Barnard. 

' Rev. Philip Barlow, Broughton 
and Stoke Hammond RR. both in 
c6. Bucks. 
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Dfe. 2, 1780. Right Hon. Tho. 
Wlteughby, Ld. Middleton, and 
baronet. His Lordlhip was bom 
Jan. 26, 1728, and fucceeded his 
Vol. XXIV. 


brother Francis; the late lord* 
Dec. 15,1774. He married, ^prip 
14, 1770, Mifs Chadwick, by 
whom he has left no iflue, on which 
account the title is fuppofed to be. 
extinct. 

Lately, Elizabeth Countefs of 
Afhbumham, daughter and coheir 
of Ambrofe Crowley, Efq* late 
Alderman of London." She was 
married to the Earl of Alhbufcn- 
ham, 1 7 56, by whom Ihe had a 
fons and four daughters. 

Lately, at Hertford, the Hon# 
Mrs. Orme, wife to Robt. Orme* 
Efq; M.P. daughter of the late 
Lord Vifcount Townfhend. 

Lately , at Afhill, in Ireland, the 
Hon. Mrs. Coote, wife to Chidley 
Coote, Efq; and filter to the Earl, 
of Bellamont. 

Jan. 13. In Italy; in a very ad-* 
vanced age, the Coantefs Dowa.‘ 
of Orford, by whole death a join- 
ture of i2,oool. per ann. devolved 
to the Earl of Orford : herladylhip, 
by her own defire, was to be buried 
in Italy. 

1 5 . The Queen Dowager of Por- 
tugal and Alvarez. 

At Bath, Lady Mary Cooley. 

Sir Henry Cheere, Bart. 

19. At Edinburgh, where he 
went for the education of his fon, 
John Prelton, Efq; M.P. for the 
borough of Navan, ‘and nephew 
to the Earl of Ludlow ; by his 
death, a very great and extenlive 
property devolves to his eldeft fon* 
now at the univerlity of Scot- 
land. 

23. John Williams, Efq; one 
of the judges for the counties of 
Glamorgan, Brecon, and Radnor; 
in South Wales. 

27 . The Rt. Hon. Lady Brydges, 
at Cheilaa, aunt to his Grace the 
Duke of Chandos. . 

[OJ 29. Sir 
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29. Sir John Chapman, Bart. 
iThe title 33d eftate devolve to an 
only brother, now SirWilliam, who 
has long enjoyed a confiderable 
cHate at Lowdham, in the county 
of Suffolk, bequeathed to him by 
Mr. Onebye. 

In Harley - ftreet, Cavendifh- 
fqu. the Lady of Sir John Dyke, 
Bart. 

Feb. 9. The Hon. Mrs. A. Pitt, 
Pfivy-Purfe to the late Princefs 
Dowager of Wales. 

After a few hours illnefs, Lady 
Ranelagh : by her death an eftate 
of 3500I. per ann. devolves on 
Lionel Felton Harvey, Efq; who 
married her only daughter, Mifs 
Elvill, by her firft hufband. Sir 
John Elvill, Bart. 

13. Suddenly, of the gout in 
his ftomach, Gen. Sir Rich. Pear- 
fon, K. B. : he went home from 
the Pantheon in perfect health on 
the evening before, and expired 
before eight o’clock the next 
morning. 

1 5 . In Lincoln’s- inn-fields, after 
a few days illnefs, the Lady of the 
Right Hon. Lord Loughborough, 
Lord Chief Juftice of his majefty’s 
Court of Common-Pleas. 

16. Sir John" Major, Bart, of 
Worfingworth, and Thornham- 
hall, both in Suffolk. 

March 1. Prince Eugene of 
‘ Deifau, field- marfhal of the Saxon 
army, in the 76th year of his age, 
at his palace at Deifau. 

7. At Wreft-houfe, in Bedford- 
ihire, aged 30, Ld. Pol worth, only 
fon of the Earl of Mardimont, and 
fpn-in-law to the Earl of Hard- 
wicke. Dying without iifue, the 
Englifh Barony of Hume, created 
in 1776, is extindL 

In Berkelcy-fquare, Sir Francis 
Reynolds, Knt, 
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1 3. At Edinburgh, Lady Mary 
Douglas, daugh. of William fim 
Earl of March. 

,16. Matth. Wyldbore, Efq; one. 
of the reprefentatives for the city 
of, Peterborough in the two laft 
parliaments. 

Lately , Sir Wm. Molyneux, 
•Bart, one of the verdurers of the 
foreft of Sherwood, and father of 
Sir Fra. Molyneux. 

26. Near Rochefter, Sir W. 
Buchanan, Knt. aged 82, formerly 
M.P. for Staffordfhire. 

April 2. The Rt. Hon. Chari# 
Lord Elphinftone. 

3. Hen. Thrale, Efqj LL.D. an 
eminent brewer, and member in 
the laft parliament for the borough 
of Southwark. 

At Bath, the Rt. Hon. Henry 
Earl Conyngham, Vifc. Conyng- 
ham, and Baron Mount Charles, of 
the kingdom of Ireland, and alfo a 
Privy Counfellor and Lord Lieute- 
nant of the county and city of 
Londonderry, in that kingdom. 

6. At Abercairney, Scotland, 
the Right Hon. Lady Dowager 
Rollo. 

7! Rev. Robt. Watfony D.D, 
Principal of the Univerfity of St 
Andrew’s, author of tbe Hiftoryof 
Philip II. 

8. Right Hon. Lady Barbara 
Gould, daughter to the Earl of 
Sulfex. 

11. At Dublin, in the 66ih 
year of his age, the Right Hon. 
William Crofbie, E. of Glandore, 
Vifcount Crofbie, of Ardfert, and 
Baron of Branden, one of his ma- 
jefty’s Moft Hon. Privy Council 
of Ireland. In Nov. 1745, .be 
married Lady Theodofia Bligh, 
After of the prefent Earl of Darn- 
ley, and by her, who died in May 
1777, he his left'iflue one fon and 
three 
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tkree daughters. His lordfhip mar- 


[sii 


ried fecondly the relit! of - 
Ward, Efq ; by whom he had no 
iffue. 

16. Sir Jof. Copley, Bart, of 
Sprotbrough, co. York. 

1 8. At Acomb, near York, 
Lady Margaret Dalziel, only dam 
of the late Earl of Camwath, 

2 i. At Caftlecomer, co. Kil- 
kenny, the Rt. Hon. the Countefs 
ofWandesford. 

23. At Giaflaugh, Banff Ihire, 
aged 75, James Abercromby, Efq; 
wGhtflaugh, a general of foot, col. 
of the 44th reg. and Deputy-Go- 
teraor of Stirling Cattle. 

28. At Bath, the Rt. Hon. 
lady Lucy Sherard, titter of the 
Earl of Har borough. 

20. At Bath, the Right Hon. 
LoraTeynham, Barori Teynham, 
co. Kent; whofe title and ettates 
devolve to his eldett fon, the Hort. 
Hemy Roper. 

May 3. Lady Charlotte Percy, 
only daughter of Earl Percy* 

At Kenfmgton, H. Vaughaii, 
Efq; aged Idi, formerly a repre- 
sentative in parliament for Mon- 
toouththire. 

. p At Orieljton, Pembrokethire, 
Sir William Owen, Bart. 

9. At Englefield-Green, near 
Staines', in the 6ld year of his 
age, the Right Hon. William De 
Grey, Baron Walfingham, of Wal- 
fingham, in Norfolk. His lordfhip 
Was younger brother of Tho. De 
Grey, Efq; of Merton in Nor- 
folk, lately repre tentative for that 
county, and was fon of Thomas 
De Grey, formerly reprefentative 
for Thetford, co. Norfolk. He 
Waa made folicitor to the queen 
ia the year 1761 ; folicitor-gene- 
in 1763; attorney-general in 
member for Newport in 


1761, 1768; member foi* Camb. 
Univerfity. in 1770; Chief Juft ice 
of the Common-Pleas in 1771; 
which he refigned in 1780; and 
Baron Walfingham in 1780. By 
his lady, daughter of Wm. Cow- 
per, Efq ; late member for Hert- 
ford, he had itfue Thomas, now 
Lord Walfingham, married to 
Georgiana, daughter of Lord Bof* 
ton ; Charlotte, married to Joieph 
Wyndham, Efq. 

13. Lieut. Gen. Wm. Amherft 
(brother to Lord Amherft), adjut. 
general of his majefty ’4 forces, co- 
lonel of the 3 2d r eg. of foot, and 
Governor of St. John’s, Newfound- 
land. 

1 6. The Hon. and Rev. John 
Stanley, D. D. aged 90, Reftor 
ofWinwick, co. Lane, (a living 
faid to be worth 3000I. a year)., 
and brother to the late Earl of 
Derby. 

1 7. In GroTvenor-fquare, aged 
81, Wm. Aiflabie, Efq 5 of Stud- 
ley -Park, M. P. for Rippon, York- 
fhire, and one of the auditors of 
his majefty’s impreft. 

20. Lady Mouiltague Bertie, 
relidt or Lord Montague Bertie, 

2d fon of Robert, the firft Duke of 
Ancafter and Kefteven, by his fe- 
cond wife Albina, daughter of Ge- 
neral Farrington. 

At his feat of Caflleward in 
Ireland, the Right Hon. Bernard 
Ward, Lord Baron of Bangor. 

He was created Baron Bangor 
May 22, 1770 ; and is fucceeded 
in title and eltate by his eldeft fon 
Michael. f 

22. At Kenfmgton, Rt. Hon. 
the Earl of Mornington, of the 
kingdom of Ireland 5 a nobleman 
of great worth and abilities. 

31. At Abbeville, near Dublin, 
the Rt. Hon. Lady Louila Howard, 
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one of the daughters of the lord- 
lieutenant. 

June 2. At Little Milton, co. 
Oxford, Sir John D'Oyly, Bart, 
aged 7 1, whofe title devolves up- 
on Mr. D’Oyly, of Adderbury 
Weft; 

3. In Mortimer-ftreet, Thomas 
Dummer, Efq; member for Ly- 
mington in Hampflure. 

4. At Rome, aged 51, hisEmi- 
nency John O&ayius Manciforte, 
Cardinal Erieft of the Holy Ro- 
man See. This makes the 12th 
vacancy in the Sacred College. 

9. At Dublin, the Right Hon. 
Lord Dunfany ; his eftate and. title 
devolves to his fon Randal, now 
Lord Dunfany. 

13. At Orton,. Huntingd. Sir 
C. Cope, Bart. 

, 14.* The Lady of John Au- 

brey, Efq; member for Walling- 
ford, Berks. 

ij. Rt. Hon. John Lord Baron 
LIfle, aged 79. 

23. At Merton, in Norfolk, 
Tho. De*Grey, Efq 5 elder brother 
of the late Lord Walfingham, and 
reprefentative in twp parliaments 
for that county. 

27. At Hampftead, Sir John 
-Honeywood, Bart. 

At Invernefs, Lady Amelia Hal- 
kett, widow of Sir Peter H. of 
JJitfirran. 9 

July 1. At Edinburgh, the Hon. 
Mr. Baron Maule. 

6. At Ely-Houfe ip Dover- 
flreet, of a dropfy in the breaft, in 
the 68th year of his age, the Right 
Rev. Dr. Edmund Keene, Lord 
Bifliop.of Ely. His lordftup was a 
native of Lynn in Norfolk, and, a 
younger brother of the late Sir 
Benjamin Keene, K. B. formerly 
ambaftador to Spain, who' left him 
his fortune. 


9. At Eton-fchool, the ek left 
fon of Sir Brooke Bridges, Bart* 
His death was occafioned by a fell 
as he was running the preceding 
evening, but did not then perceiva 
he was hurt; he awoke feyeral 
times in the night, and was lick ; 
his brother coming to him to en- 
quire how he was in the morning; 
he anfwered he was very well, and 
expired in ten minutes. 

18. At Stobhall, Right Hop, 
James, Earl of Perth. 

29. Suddenly, at his f«at af 
Dodderlhall in Bucks, the Right 
Hon . Richard Fienes, Vifcoupt and 
Baron Say and Sele, and 
His father the Rev, Rich. Fienes, 
married Penelope, daughter; 
Geo. Chamberlain, of Wardiilgr 
ton, in Oxfordlh. Efq; by whom 
he had lllue (befides the late yifo) 
Sufanna, who died unmarried,* 
Vere- Alicia, married to Rictali 
Wykeham, of Swadiff, Oxfadft* 
Elq j Elizabeth to the Rev. I&iuy 
Quartley, Rebjtor of Wicken, 
thamptonlhire; and Cecilia, to 
Alex. Gordon, of Greenwich 5(1 
Kent, Efq. His lordflap wasd$ 
grandfon of the Hon. Ricb.F 5 *P 9 ft» 
fourth fon of William ftrft Vlfc. 
Say and Sele, lb created. Jttly. %» 
1624, 22 James I.; and in 174a 
(being then fellow of New C 
lege, Oxford, of which theKie 8 *(N 4 
are founder’s kin) lucceeded tp 
the title on the death of. hi*. ifer 
other’s firft couftn, Laurence, 
thus became the fixjth vifcou^l- 
He married, in 1754, Chriftabdffet 
daughter of Sir John Tyrcll, of 
Bucks, Bart, and relid. firfLftf 
John Knapp, Efq; and afterwrf* 
of John Pigot, of Dodderihalk'tA 
the fame county, Efq; by whom 
he had no ifliie. The title of 
v if count is now luppofcd.jp be 
extindt. 
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e*t5h&.. Col. Twlfleton has lately 
Brien called up by writ to the 
bahmy, 

.3;. At his feat it Cobham Hall, 
amr llochefter, the Right Hon. 
J\mn Blfeh, Earl and Vifc. Darn- 
%^ind Baron Clifton, of Rath- 
in Ireland 5 and Lord Clif- 
1$tt>f tighten Bromfwbld, in Eng- 
Id^di Hereditary High Steward of 
ffevefend and Milton in Kent. 
I&Iordfhlp was born in 1719. In 
173 9, feeing then a commoner, he 
was returned member of the Irifh 
piditment for Athboyj and in 
1741, of the parliament of Eng- 
SttUlfor Maidftone in Kent. In 
1*47, he fuCceeded his brother, the 
a nd in Sept. 17 66, he 
ffijmried, in Ireland, the daughter 
aqd heirefs of the late John Stoyte, 
Eft. He is fucceeded in title and 
eftSfc by his eldeft fon. Lord Clif- 
ton, ayoqth of 17, now at Eton- 
ftfefibl. The late earl has ordered, 
JJjr feis will, hfe remains to be in- 
tttiel, Or entoihbed, in a maufo- 
fefflh to be built and confecrated 
ifrrthat purpofe in his park. In 
mt mean time they are to be em- 
b£hn$d and foldered up. 

at Sidcup, the Hon. 
Thoinas Arundel, Count of the 
®b«i fioman Empire, brother 
totprd Afuridel of Warddur. 

At Envil, StafFordlh. the Right 
Kbit Lady Dorothy Grey, aunt to 
fee Eatl of Stamford. 

At. St. Catharine’s; Dublin, Sir 
JKA^fd Woolfley, Bart. 

* At Byrtnont, Baron De Vel- 
lieut. gen. of the cavalry 
tefii majefty’s Ele&oral army at 
ranker. 

Stettin, in Germany, in the 
ifth year of his age, his Serene 
ptghnefs Brince Auguftus Wm', 


of IJrunfwick Bever'n, general of 
infantry in the Piuflian fervice, 
and Governor of Stettin. 

Aug. 6 . Drowned as he was 
bathing in the Thames, the fecond 
fon of Sir Charles Cox, Bart, an 
amiable and mofl prom ifing .youth 
of Weftminfter-fchool. 

30. After a long illnefs, during 
which he was feveral time confi- 
dently reported to have been dead. 
Geo. Hayley, Efq; Alderman of 
Cordwainer’s Ward, and one of the 
four reprefentatives in parliament 
for the city of London . He married 
the lifter of John Wilkes, 
widow of Mr. Stork, an eminent 
Weft-India merchant, and by her 
had two foils, who died young, anA 
two daughters, one of whom fur- 
vives. 

At Auchiries, the Hon. John 
Forbes, of Piflligo, aged 68. He 
was only fon to Alexander Lord 
Forbes, of Pitfligo, by his firft Lady 
Rebecca Norton, of London. He 
married, the 2d of Aug. 1756, Re- 
becra Ogilvie, eldeft daughter of the 
late James Ogilvie, of Auchiries; 
by whom having had no iflue, the 
male line of the ancient and noble 
houfe of Pitfligo is extinft. The 
family is now reprefented by Sir 
Wm. Forbes, Bart, banker in 
Edinburgh. 

At Tebago, a few days before 
the French took poffeflion of it, 
the Hon. Lieut. Sutton, of the 
86th reg. of foot, fon of the Right 
Hon. Lord Geo. Sutton. 

At Philorth, aged 61, the Right 
Hon. George Lord Saltoun. 

The Right Hon. William Eatl 
of Panmure, of the kingdom of 
Ireland, Col. of the Scotch Greyi, 
and reprefentative in parliament 
[ 0 ] 3 for 
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for the county of Forfar in Scot- 
land. 

Sept. i. At Drefden, his Serene 
Highnefs Prince Charles, brother 
to the Elector of Saxony, in the 
3tfth year of his age. 

io. Sir Thomas Gooch, Bart, of 
.Benacree-Hall, co. Suffolk. 

12. At Naples, aged 30, of a 
dyfentery. Lord Rich. Cavendifh, 
next brother to the D. of Devon- 
fhire, and brother to the Duchefs 
of Portland. Hislordfhipwas mem- 
ber in the laft parliament for Lan- 
cafter, and chofen at the late gene- 
neral ele&ion for the co. Derby. 

16. At Briftol, the Right Hon. 
Dorothy Countefs of Harborough, 
Lady of the Right Hon. the Earl 
of Harborough, of Stapleford, Lei- 
cefterlhire. 

2i. At Afh-Hall, co. York, Sir 
Laurence Dundas, Bart, member 
for Richmond in the laft parlia- 
ment. By the death of Sir L. D. 
an eftate of i6,oool. per ann. de- 
volves to his fon, now Sir Thomas 
Dundas. He is alfo faid to have 
left behind him, in various lega- 
cies to his nephews and other re- 
lations, the immenfe fortune of 
900,0001. in perfonalities and larnL 
ed property. 

Sir Tho. Mannock, Bart, who 
is fucceeded in title and eftate by 
his brother Geo. Mannock, Efq; 
of Bromley-Hall, Eftex, 

.At Briftol, the Rev. Sir Robert 
Pynfent, Bart, a gentleman well 
known for his conteft with the'E. 
pf Chatham for the Pynfent eftate. 

At Eyre Court, in Ireland, the 
Right Hon. John Lord Eyre. 

At Brough Hall, York (hire. Sir 
Henry Lawfon, Bart. He is fuc- 
ceeded in title and eftate by his 
eldeft fon, now Sir John Lawfon. 

28. At his feat at St. Ofyth, 


in Eftex, aged 64* the Right Hon, , 
William Henry Naftau De Zuk* 
ftein, Earl of Rochford, Vifcount • 
Tunbridge, Knight of the Garter, 
one of his majefty s privy council, 
one of the elder brethren of the 
Trinity Houfe, a Governor of the 
Charter-Houfe, V ice-admiral of the 
coafts of Eftex, Lord Lieut, and 
Cuft, Rot. of the county, andCA 1 
of the weftern battalion of the 
Eftex militia. He married Ijadf, 
daughter of Edw. Young, Efqj of 
Du mford, Wilts, and one of the 
maids of honour to the princcfeof 
Wales. Dying without iflue, hk 
titles and eftate devolve to his n$- ] 
phew, Wm. Henry Naftau, Ef|; 
eldeft fon of the late Hon. Rich, ’ 
Savage Naftau, formerly M. P. for 1 
Malden in Eftex. 1 

061 . 1 . In Taviftock-ftreet, Mr, 
John Charles Newby, brother-in* j 
law to the Rev. Mr. Bate. 

The Rt. Hon. Vere Beauclerk, \ 
Lord Vere of Han Worth, one of the , 
Vice-prefidents of the Afylum, and I 
uncle to the Duke of St. Alban’s* 
His lordfhip was the third fon of 
Charles the firft Duke of St. Al- 
ban’s, by his wife the Lady Diana 
Vere, foie heir of the 20th and 
laft Earl of Oxford of, that iDuf* 
trious family. He married Jbc 
eldeft daughter and co-heir of Tbo. 
Chambers, Efq ; of Hanworth, in 
Middlefex, and filler to the Coun* 
tefs Temple, by whom he left a 
fon Aubry, now Lord Vere, mem- 
ber in the parliament that met iB 
1768, for Aldborough in York- 
fhire, who in 17 63, married Lady 
Catharine ponlonby, daughter of 
the Earl of Befborough, by whom 
he has iflue 5 - and a daughter, 
Mary, married in 1762, to Lord 
Cha. Spencer, next brother to. th$ 
Duke of Marlborough. 
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,3. At Witham-Place, in Effcx, 22. Suddenly, at Burford, Ox- 
Wifliam Lord Stourton, a Roman fordffiire, aged 75, Wm. Lenthall, 
Catholic peer. He is fucceeded in Efq; one of the juftices of the 
title and eftate by his fon, the Hon. peace for that county, and great 
Cha. Philip Stourton. grandfon to Lenthall, fpeaker of 

*4. Sir Rich. Murray, Bart, of the long parliament in Cromwell’s 
Blaekbarony. He is mcceeded in time. 

title by his brother, now Sir Arch. 24. In Charles- ftr. Grofvenor- 
Murray. fquare, aged 97 years 4 months,' 

. 6. Right Hon. Henry Fred. Lady Gray, relid of Sir James 
Thynne Howe, Lord Chedworth, Cray, Bart, and mother of the 
aged 66. He is fucceeded in title late Sir James and Sir George, 
and eftate by his nephew, Tho. 27. At Nackington, near Can- 
Hows, Efq. terbury, Mrs. Milles, mother to 

7. Lady Honywood, relid of Sir Rich. Milles, Efq; late M. P. for 
Jfohn Honywood, Bart, of Eving- that city, and to the Lady of Sir 
ton, Kent. Her ladyftup was aunt Edw. Aftley, Bart, 
to Sir John Filmer, Bart. Nov. 5. At Stapleford, co. 

13. Cha. Millar, Efq; brother Leic. the Right Hon. Lady Doro- 
to Sir Tho. Millar, and to the thy Sherard, only daughter of the 
Countefs of Albemarle, and equer- E. of Harborough, by Dorothy, 
ty to his R. H. the Duke of Glou- the late countefs. 

ccfter. 10. At his houfe in the Warren, 

14. At Beckenham, in Kent, Sir Woolwich, aged 77, Lieut. Gen. 

Rprcy Brett, Knt. Admiral of the Geo. Williams, col. of the 2d bat- 
®ue, an elder brother of the Trini- talion of the royal reg. of artillery; 
ty-Houfe, and one of the diredors he was near 60 years an officer, and 
of Greenwich Hofpital. was buried on the 16th at Wool- 

IJ. At BruiTels, the Rt. Hon. wich with military honours. 

Alex. Erfkine, Earl of Kelly, in .12. At Hartford, near Hunting- 
Scotland, Vifcount Fenton, &c. don, Mrs. Wadelon, relid of Ilo- 
Ac. He is fucceeded in title and bertWadefon, Efq;- formerly of the 
*fcte by his brother, the Hon. Ifland of Barbadoes. 

Major Arch. Erfldne, of the 11th Lately, at Lifbon, where he 
Kg. of foot. went for the recovery of his health, 

16. At Sunbury, inMidd. the the Right Hon. Lord John Pelham 
Right Hon. Edward Lord Hawke, Clinton, 2d fon of the Duke of 
K.B. Vice Adm. of Great Britain, Newcaftle, member for Eaft Ret- 
admiral of the fleet, Prefldent of ford, co. Nottingham, and one of 
the Maritime- School, and an elder the gentlemen of the bed-chamber 
brother of the Trinity- Houfe. to the Prince of Wales. 

19. In Fifefliire, Sir Robert Hon. Edm. Butler, brother to 
Henderfon, of Fordell, Bart. the late Lord Dunboyne. 

20. At Trelowarren, in Com- Dec. 2. Of an apoplexy, the 
Sir Rich. Vyvyan, Bart, who Rev. Edw. Barnard, D. D. Provoft 

k fucceeded in title and ellate by of Eton College, Canon of Wind- 
his brother, now the Rev. Sir Ca- for, Redtor of Paul’s Cray, Kent, 
TW Vyvyan. .. and one of his majefty’s chaplains 
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in ordinary. He was formerly fel- 
low of St -John’s College, Camb. 
and mailer in Eton fchool. He has 
left one fon, now at St. John's. 

4. At Norwich, Sir Thomas 
Churchman, Knt. Alderman of 
Mancroft Ward. He ferved the 
office of fheriffi in the year 1757, 
was elected an alderman in 1759, 
and chief magiftrate in 1761. 

11. At his feat at Weft Wy- 
combe, Bucks, after a tedious ttl- 
nefs, the Right Hon. Fra. Dafh- 
wood, Lord Le Defpencer, Pre- 
mier Baron of England, a Privy 
Counfelior, Lord Lieut. ancFCuft. 
Rot. of Buckinghamihire, joint 
Poftmafter- General, one of the 
Vict-Prefidente of the Foundling 
Hofpital and of the Medical Afy- 
lutn, F.R. and A.SS. and LL.D. 
His lordftiip, in May 1763, was 
appointed Keeper of the Great 
Wardrobe, and Lord Lieut, of the 
00 of Bucks $ and one of the joint 
Poftmafters-Gen. Dec. 19, 1770. 


He married Mifs -Gould, of Iver, 
Bucks, daugh. of the late Henry 
Gould. JEfq. Her ladyfhip died 
without iifue, Feb. 2 , 1 760. The 
ancient Barony of Le Defoenoef 
new descends to Sir Tho. Staple- 
ton, Bart, of Grey’s Court, hear ' 
Henley, Oxfordfhire, grandfon of 
Vere, Earl of Weftmoreland, and 
Lord Le DefpenCer. 

22. In Upper Brook -fir. Grof- 
venor-fquare, the Right Hoa.Ladgr 
Frances Conningfby. She was 
ftruck with the palfy in her heart 
as fhe was going out in her car- 
riage, and expired immediately. 
By her death. Lord Malden comes 
into pofleffion of 7000I. a year, 
and a large fum of money. 

2 $. The eldeft fon of the late 
Sir John Cope. The above young 
gentlemen was not above 12 year* 
old, and but a few days on an ci- 
curlion from Eton College. The 
title defeends to his uncle, a pri- 
vate gentleman. 
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Tie Trial of George Gordon, Efq; 
commoiut/ called Lord George 
Gordon, for High Treqfon, at 
the Bar of the Court <f King s- 
ficuch,onMondai/,l:eb.$, 1781*, 

Copy of the Indi&ment preferred 
agamft Lord George Gordon by 
the Grand Jury, 

“ Middlefex, 

" rp H E jurors for our lord 
X the king upon their oath 
ptefent, That George Gordon, 
late of the parilh of St. Mary-Le- 
Bone, otherwife Marybone, in the 
county of Middlefex, Efq; com- 
monly called Lord George Gor- 
don, being a fubject of our faid 
fovereign Lord George the Third 
by the Grace of God of Great Bri- 
tain, France, and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith, &rc. not 
having the fear of God before hit 
eyes, nor weighing the duty of his 
allegiance, but being moved and 


feduced by the mitigation of the 
devil, and entirely withdrawing 
the love, and true and due obe- 
dience which every fubjeft of our 
faid fovereign lord the king ihould 
and of right ought to bear towards 
our laid prefent fovereign lord 
the king, and wickedly deviling 
and intending to diliurb the peace 
and public tranquillity of thin 
kingdom, on the 2d day of June, 
in the twentieth year of the reign 
of our faid fovereign lord the now 
king, at the parilh of St. Marga- 
ret, within the liberty of Weft- 
minlter, in the faid county of 
Middlefex, unlawfully, malicious- 
ly, and traitoroufly did compais, 
imagine, and intend to raife and 
levy war, infurre&ion, and rebel- 
lion againft our faid lord the king 
within this kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain ; and to fulfil and bring to 
effect the faid traitorous compaf- 
fings, imaginations, and inten- 
tions of him the faid George Gor- 


# The Court confifted of — William Earl of Mansfield, Lord Chief Jtif- 
tice ; Edward Willes, Efq; Sir W. H. Afliurft, Knt. Francis But- 
ler, Efq; Juftices. 

The Jury — Thomas'Collins, Efq; Berner-flreet ; Henry Haftings,Efq; 
Queen Anne-flreet; Edward Hulfe, Efq; Harley-ftreet ; Edward 
fomfret, Efq; New North-ftreet ; Gedeliah Gatfield, Efq; Hack- 
ney ; Jofeph Pickles, Efq; Homerton ; Edward Gordon, Efq; 
Bromley; Marmaduke Peacock, Efq; Hackney; Francis Pegon, 
Efq; Hataroerfraith ; Simon Le Sage, Efq; ditto; Robert Armit- 
age, Efq, Kenfington ; John Ri*, Efq; Whitechapel. 

Council for the Crown — Mr. Attorney-General, Mr. Soliciror.Generaf, 
Mr. Bearcrofr, Mr. Lee, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Dunning, Mr. Norton. 

Council for the Prifoner—M r. Kenyon, Mr. Erlkine, 

don, 
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don, he the faid George Gordon 
afterwards (that is to fay) on the 
sd day of June, in the twentieth 
year aforefaid, with force of arms, 
&c. at the faid parifh of St. Mar- 
garet, within the liberty of Weft- 
minfter, in the faid county of Mid- 
dlefex, with a great multitude of 
perfon9 whofe names are at prefent 
unknown to the jurors aforefaid, 
to a great number, to wit, to the 
number of five hundred perfons 
and upwards, armed and arrayed 
in a warlike manner (that is to 
fay), with colours hying, and 
with fwords, clubs, bludgeons, 
ftaves, and other weapons, as well 
offepfive as defenfive, being then 
and there unlawfully, malicioufly, 
and traitorouily alfembled and 
gathered together againft our faid 
prefent fovereign lord the king, 
moft wickedly, malicioufly, and 
traitorouily did ordain, prepare, 
and levy public war againft our 
faid lord the king, his fupreme 
and undoubted lord, contrary to 
the duty of his allegiance, againft 
the peace of our faid lord the king, 
his crown, and dignity, and alio 
againft the form of the ftatute in 
fuch cafe made and provided. 
And the jurors aforefaid, upon 
their oath aforefaid, further pre- 
lent, that the faid George Gor- 
don, being a fubje£t of our Sove- 
reign Lord George the Third, by 
the Grace of God of Great Bri- 
tain, France, and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith, &c. not 
having the fear of God before hip 
eyes, but being moved and feduc- 
ed by the inftigation of the devil, 
and entirely withdrawing the love, 
and true and due obedience which 
every fubje& of our faid fovereign 
lord the king (hould, and of right 
pught to bear towards our laid 
prel'ent fovereign lord the king. 


and wickedly deviling and intend- 
ing to difturb the peace and public 
tranquillity of this kingdom, af- 
terwards, to wit, on the faid it- 
cond day of June, in the twentieth 
year of the reign of our faid fove- 
reign lord the now king, and'on 
divers other days and times be- 
tween that day and the tenth day 
of the faid month of June, at the 
faid parilh of St. Margaret, within 
the liberty of Weftminfter, in the 
faid county of Middlefex, unlaw- 
fully, malicioully, and traitorouf- 
ly, did compal’s, imagine, and 
intend to raife and levy war, tn- 
lurreftion, and rebellion againft 
our faid lord the king, within this 
kingdom of Great Britain j and 
to fulfil and bring to effect the 
faid laft mentioned traitorous com- 
paftings, imaginations, and inten- 
tions of him the faid George Gor- 
don, he the laid George Gordon, 
on the faid fecond day of June, 
in the twentieth year aforefeid, 
and on divers other days and times 
between that day and the tentir 
day of the fame month of June, 
with force and arms, &c. at the 
faid parilh of St. Margaret, within 
the liberty of Weftminfter, in the 
laid county of Middlefex, with a 
great multitude of perfons whole 
names are at prelent unknown 
to the jurors aforefaid, to a great 
number, to wit, to the number of 
five hundred perfons and upwards, 
armed and arrayed in a warlike 
manner (that is to fay), with co- 
lours flying, and with fwords, 
clubs, bludgeons. Haves, and o- 
ther weapons, as well offenfive as 
defenfive, being then and there 
unlawfully, malicioufly, and trai- 
toroufly aflembled and gathered 
together againft our faid prefent 
fovereign lord the king, moft wick- 
edly, malicioufly, and traitorouf- 
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ly did ordain, prepare, and levy 
public war againft our faid lord 
the king, his fupreme and un- 
doubted lord, contrary to the duty 
of his allegiance, againft the peadfe 
of our laid lord the king, his 
crown, and dignity, and alfo a- 
gainft the form of the ftatutc in 
liach cafe made and provided.” 

Mr. No rt o n opened the indittment. 

Mr. Attorney-general then flat- 
fld, that the particular fpecies of 
trcafon, with which the prifoner 
wis charged, was * levying war 
againft the king within his realm 
that ‘ this offence, within the fta- 
inte a 5 Edw. Ill, is of two forts, 
the one direftly and immediately 
againft the perfon of the king j’ 
that * the other, conftru&ive levy- 
ing of war, is againft the majefty 
‘of the king, as a great and nume- 
rous infurre&ion of the people to 
by force an alteration of the 
eftabliftied law of the country, or 
the reformation of grievances, real 
0 imaginary, in which the in- 
surgents have no particular or fpe- 
«fei intereft and that it was of 
the latter kind of levying war with 
which the prifoner flood charged. 

He then entered into a difcuf- 
fion pf the a£t againft the Roman 
Catholics o^ the nth and lath of 
&rag William, fhewing that the 
daufes it contained were equally 
uel and fevere, and could only 
be juftified by the neceffity of the 
.cafe, for the falvation of the ftate 
and our religion : that the hiftory 
of the times afforded no proof of 
fych neceffity^ nor any apology for 
the hardfhjps of fuch proviiions ; 
that the bill, on the contrary, 
ffccording to Bifhop Burnet’s ac- 
toujit, originated in party faction, 


and Was brought into the Houfe of 
Commons, that the court party, 
by reje&ing it, might incur the 
odium of favouring the Catholics ; 
that thole who brought it in did 
not mean it fhould pafs, but were 
difappointed in their views, the 
court party making no oppofition 
to it j that wifhing then to drop 
it, they could not ; upon which 
they added many fevere and un- 
reafonable claufes to the bill, and 
fent it up to the lords in hopes that 
they would reject it, who, how- 
ever, fuffered it to pals. * It was 
too much,’ added the attorney- 
general, ‘ for any party or faction 
to ftake upon their game the li- 
berties and fortunes of others.* 

He next juftified the Atl paffed 
in 1778, to relieve the Roman 
Catholics from the oppreftive clau-* 
fes of the faid A 61 of the nth 
13 th of King William. * This 
Bill,*, faid he, r was brought in 
by a member of the Houle of 
Commons, diftinguifhed for his 
love of the civil rights of man-* 
kind, and for his firm and zealous 
attachment to the Proteftant re^ . 
ligion, and who befides poffeffes 
every public and private virtue that ' 
can adorn the citizen and the man 
—I mean Sir George Saville, It 
paffed through the commons al- 
moft unanimoufly, the oppofition 
made to it by fome not being to 
the principle of the Bill, but th&t 
it did not go far enough in the 
redrefs : for, at the time of paflk 
ing this A 61 of King William, 
the Roman Catholics were exclude 
ed from any (hare in government, 
from any office of truft civil or 
military, and the perfons of that 
religion performing any part of 
their fun&ipns, as priefts, or keepr 
ing of fchools, or educating youth, 

were 
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were liable to many pecuniary pe- he called a large army, be feidi 
nalties, and in fome inftances .to that, f though it is the innate 
temporary itoprifonment^ right of thefubjeA to prefent a p»- 

After mentioning that the re- tition to parliament, yet the pet 
peal of the A61 in queftion was titioners are not to dictate to par- 
conditional only, and retrained to liament, or take from parliament 
thofe who fhould take an oath of their deliberation upon the fub- 
the ftrongeft affurance of loyalty je£t ; that would tend dine&fytb 
to the government, and An ab- the diflblution of the confUtutit*, 
juration in the moft explicit terms and the fubverfion of govern- 
of every pretender to the cro^rn ment/ 

and government, with a politive Defcribing then the march of 
renunciation of any authority of the Proteftant Affociators to th$ 
the lee of Rome, in civil or tem- Moufe of Commons, which It 


poral cafes, within this kingdom ; 
lie took notice of the great difturb- 
ances at Edinburgh in February 
3 779> u P on 'the fuppofition of a 
fimilar bill for the relief of the 
Roman Catholics in Scotland. 
This he noticed, as what would 
be found to be 'a very material 
cireumftance when he came to 
Rate the condu& of the prifoner. 

PafTing then to the Proteftant 
Affectation, he mentioned the 
pains that were taken to create 
a belief that the repeal of the 
Ratuteof King William would be 
attended with imminent danger to 
the Rate, and to the Proteftant 
religion. * Upon this ground,’ faid 
he, * a petition was determined 
upon, and, if they apprehended 
danger, they did right to petition ; 
it is the inherent right of the fub- 
to petition parliament; and, 
whenever they imagine a cafe pro-> 
per for the confideration of par- 
liament, they do right to bring it 
before them; and I believe this 
petition was at one time intended 
to have been presented in a legal, 
ponftitutianal, and orderly man- 
ner/ 

Adverting to the circumftance 
of affembling, by public ac|vertife- 
ment, in St. George’s Fields, 
a vaft multitude of people, which 


faid was as regular as an array 
trained to it, and dwelling upo« 
the dreadful outrages and confil* 
grations that enftied, he obferv«fc 
that ‘ all perfons who contributed 
to the perpetration of them w«b 
as criminal as the very perfe» 
who committed the a&, and mart 
lb, -efpecially if they are to h# 
aferibed to their incitement add 
encouragement/ He then add*j|i 
‘ Gentlemen* you have nowbefew 
you, as will appear upon the ed* . 
dcnce, the author of all tbefe vi& 
lent and difgraceful proceeding*, 
to whom the whole is to be i»i 
puled. An offender of fuch a de* 
Script ion ' has not often appeared 
in a court of juftice.\ Ift furtb«£ 
ftating the conduft of the prifoaer, 
he dwelt much upon the thoft 
nute circumftSnces that could teal 
to criminate him, particularly yk 
his allufion to the ftrmnds of the 
Scotch, and then concluded by 
calling for the 

Evidence for the Cram. 

William Hay, a printer'' ii 
Ffeet-ftreet, fwore, that he had 
feen the prifoher five or fix timu$ 
at different places where the Prtef 
teftant Affectation met ; parti* 
ticulariy at St. Margaret’s* bill, 4 
Greenwood’s rooms, at the 014 
Crown 
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Grown and Soils in Chancery- 
1 m, at thje Londen-Taveni, and 
at Coachmakers-hall j that, at the 
netting at Coachmakers-halk on 
the 29th of May, previous to 
their going up, to the Houfe of 
Commons, he heard the prifoner 
announce to a, numerous aifepbly, 
'that the A floriated Protellants 
amounted to upwards of 40,000 $ 
that, on Friday the ad of Jupe, it 
vm. refoived they Ihould meet in 
St George’s Fields, in four fepa- 
nte djvifions or columns, arrayed 
or dreft in their belt clothes, 
*ith blue cockades in their hats, 
at. he himfelf fhould wear one, to 
diftinguilh them from Papills or 
inends to Roman Catholics / that 
&nje evenings before, at the Crown 
and Rolls, the prilbner read over 
fa.p*eamble$ or certain parts of 
fapan&l laws of Charles II. Wi 1 - 
W and Mary, and George II.; 
that, after reading them, he ob- 
letted, * That, by his maje fly’s 
going his alien t to the Quebec 
far, and the late A& tolerating 
fa Roman Catholics in England, 
fatC&uufeliors had brought him to 
that . pals or fituation in which 
James IE was after his abdicar 
fat;' that he then read his ma- 
w* coronation-oath, and laid, 
Mb was his opinion, that his ma- 
Wr .had broken that oath/ and 
fat f the people of this country 
not mince the matter, they 
fcrte their minds freely, and 
antacd. it to be true / that, on 
Friday the 2d of June, he faw a 
ysft multitude collected in St. 
Georges Fields, with cockades 
mi banners* and the words Pro- 
no Popery! on 
fan; add that he faw Lord 
Grorge haranguing the mob ; that 
afterwards ha. faw them march 
faoagh Fleetrftroct, in their way 


to the Houfe of Commons; that 
the lame day he was in the lobby 
of the houfe, which was much 
crowded ; that he heard Lord 
George exhort the mob * to con- 
tinue Itedfaft in lo goad and glo- 
rious a caufe. He would perfe- 
vere in’ it himfelf ; and he hoped, 
although there was very little ex* 
pe (Station from the Houle of Com- 
mons, that they would meet with 
red refs from their mild or gracious 
fovereign.’ 

On his crofs-examination he 
faid, that the firft time of his at- 
tending the meetings of the Pro- 
teftant Alfociation was on the roth 
of December. Bfing defired to 
recoil^ whether he certainly faw 
the prifoner at Greenwood’s rooms, 
he delired to refer to his notes, and 
then faid he was miftakca. Ber- 
ing alked how he came to take 
notes of what palled at thefe meet- 
ings, he anfwered, that he had 
an idea then of what would be 
their confequences ; that he firft: 
forefaw thefe confequences on the 
20th of February. Being remind- 
ed that he had taken notes fo early 
as. the 2 ill of January (the day 
on which he had fwom that he 
faw Lord George in Greenwood’s 
rooms), he anfwered, that, with- 
out thofe notes, he could not come 
to that conclufion in his own mind 
about the confeqtiences, and that 
he had taken notes on -the 10th of 
December; that this was his con- 
ftant courfe in all occurrences of 
life. Being queftioned what other 
meetings he had attended befides 
thofe of the Proteftant Alfociation, 
where he had committed what pall- 
ed to writing, he appeared much 
emba nailed. He laid, however, 
that the firft notes he made in his 
life were in the General Aflembly 
of the Church of Scotland, Hay- 
ing 
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ing faid that the perfon he had 
fieen with a flag in Fleet-ftreet, he 
faw afterwards at the Fleet-prifon 
and in Weftminfter, he was de- 
li red to defer ibe him. He anfwer- 
ed, that he appeared to him like 
a brewers fervant in his beft 
clothes ; upon which being defired 
to explain by what mark he could 
cfiftinguifh a brewer’s fervant In 
his beft clothes from other men, 
he was extremely confufed, and, at 
length, declared himfelf unable to 
anfwer the queftion. 

William Metcalf fwore that he 
was at Coachmakers-hall on the 
day when the meeting in St. 
George’s Fields was fixed upon ; 
that he went out of curiofity, on 
hearing Lord G. Gordon was to 
be there ; that he heard him d<$- 
fire them to meet him in St. 
George’s Fields*, he reminded them 
4 that the Scotch had fucceeded 
by unanimity, and he defired that 
they would likewife be unani- 
mous 5 he hoped no one, who 
had figned the petition, W’ould be 
afhamed or afraid to ftiew himfelf 
in the caufe ; he would not pre- 
fent the petition, unlefs he was 
met in St. George’s Fields by 
twenty thoufand people, and he 
recommended them to come with 
blue cockades in their hats, as a 
mark of diftin&ion; he himfelf 
would be there to met them, and 
would be anfwerable for any of 
them that thould be molefted for 
meeting there 5 he wifhed fo well 
to the caufe, that he would go to 
the gallows in it or for it ; (words 
to that effect, but that the word 
gallows was certainly mentioned) ; 
and that he would not prefent the 
petition of a lukewarm people. 

John Anftruther, Efq ; confirm- 
ed the evidence of the preceding 
witnefs. He was not certain, how- 


ever, whether the word * galloW 
might not be 4 death ;’ he rathef 
believed the former was the Word: 
he faid, that after the prifonef 
h^d declared, that, if there was 
one lefs than 2 o,OQ 0 people, Jie 
would not meet them in St. 
George’s Fields ; he added, c be- 
caufe without that number he did 
not think their petition would be 
of confequence enough ;’ and that 
he alfo recommended temperance 
and firmnets in their condud. This 
witnefs then faid, that on the Friday 
after he was in the lobby in the 
Houle of Commons ; he law Lord 
George leaning over a gallery thht 
looks down into the lobby; "he 
heard him addrefs the people from 
that place ; he came out, as he 
underftood, for the purpofe of tell- 
ing them what pafled in the houfe} 
he told them, * they had been 
called a mob within the houfej 
that the peace-officers had been 
•called in to difperfe them;’ 1 
think he faid, 4 them peaceable 
petitioners ;’ that 4 they had not 
given their reafons to the houfe 
why they had not difperfed them; 
he believed the peace-officers had 
figned the petition ; fome people 
had mentioned in the houfe fome- 
thing relating to calling in the 
military ; he hoped no-body would 
think of taking a ftep of that ftrt* 
as it would infallibly tend to create 
divifions among his majefty’s fub- 
je&s.’ He again mentioned ‘hoW 
the Scotch by their fteadinefs had 
carried their point ; he had ho 
doubt his majefty would fend to 
his minifters to defire them to re- 
peal the A6t, when he heard that 
his fubje&s were flocking from 
miles round, and wilhing its re- 
peal.’ This witnefs further faidi 
ieveral people called to Lord G. 
Gordon, ' Do you defire us to go 
away? 
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away?’ he anfwered, 'You are, the 
bed judges of what you ought to 
do* bat l will tell you how the 
matter (lands : the houfe are going 
to.divide upon the queftion, whe- 
ther your petition (hall be taken 
into confideration now, or upon 
Tqei’day. There are, for taking 
it into confideration now, myfelf, 
an^fix or feven others. If it be 
not taken into confideration now, 
yqw petition may be loft. To- 
morrow the houfe does not meet ; 
JJonday is the king’s birth -day. 
(SjL Tuefday the parliament may 
be /difiolved,’ or f prorogued.’ 

witnefs was not certain 
«^h expreffioh; and with re- 
gar£ to the whole of his evidence 
h^ipoke with great caution, de- 
cknpg that he could not be very 
seriate as to the words.] 

^The Rev. Thomas Bowen, offi- 
dafed as chaplain to the Houfe 
rfCommons on the 2 d of June ; 
a$er prayers were over, he went 
9^4 (at under the gallery, near 
the door. The tumult in the lob- 
by, was very gfeat, and, while the 
were deliberating how to 
^wlit, he faw Lord George fre- 
quently go to the door, and heard 
hjm repeat to the people in the 
lobby what different members had 
iSttSm the debates. ( The fpeaker 
of the houfe has juft faid that 
yot^are all come here under the 
pretence of religion.’ He thought 


[223 

r Lord North calls you a mob.* 
Once, while Lord George was 
at the door, he faw a gentleman 
go up to him, who feemed to 
be perfuading him to return to 
his feat. As foon as Lord George 
turned round, and faw who it was, 
he called out to the people, * This 
is Sir Michael le Fleming ; he Has 
juft been fpeaking for you.* He 
feemed to be remarkably pleafed 
with Sir Michael, patted, or 
ftroaked, his (houlder, and ex- 
prefled a kind of joy, which the 
witnefs knew not how to deferibe. 
It feemed to him extravagant, 
and, if he might be allowed the 
exprefiion, childifh. The witnefs 
further faid, that when the.divi- 
fion was called for he withdrew. 
Being afterwards (landing near the 
little gallery over the lobby, he/ 
faw fome gentlemen endeavouring 
to perfuade the people to retire $ 
one of the gentlemen a(ked him to 
fpeak to them, he accordingly told 
them they ftopped their own bufi- 
nefs, and begged them to retire. 
He then heard a perfon call out 
diftin6tly, / If his lord(hip would 
come and fay it was neceflary for 
them to go, they, would go.* Some 
time after he went up into the 
eating- room. While he was at 
table, Lord George came there, 
and foon after there was (carce 
any perfon in the room but his 
lordlhip and himfelf. Lord George 


lordlhip then added, * You are had thrown himfelf into a chair, 

^ t ’ 1 • 1 1 r 1 • 1 1 


q good people ; yours is a good 

e .’ After this, he faid, ‘ Mr. 

e, member for Briftol, has 
Jaid’— -but the door was then (hut, 
a&d he could not hear what. Af- 
terwards, he called out, e Mr. 
.Jims has juft moved that the civil 
.Jpwer be fent for, but don’t you 
iniod j keep yourfelves cool ; be 
At another time he laid. 


and feemed overcome with heat 
and fatigue. The witnefs told 
him what he had juft heard a perr 
fon fay from the lobby; and he 
added, that it depended wholly 
upon his lordlhip to difperfe them. 
To this he made no anfwer, but 
foon after left the room. Some 
time after, he went down, (lairs, 
and faw his lordftiip in the little 
gallery. 
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gallery. He heard him begin to 
advife the people 'to be quiet, 
and peaceable, and fteady; his 
raajelty is a gracious ,monarch, 
and, when he hears that the peo- 
ple ten miles round are collecting, 
there is no* doubt but that he will 
lend his minifters private orders to 
repeal the bill.* Heathen men- 
tioned the attempt that was made 
to introduce a bill into Scotland 5 
* the Scotch/ /aid he, ' had no 
redrefs till they pulled down the 
mats - hcmies ; Lord Weymouth? 
then fent them official aflurances, 
that the ACt ffiould not be extend- 
ed to them, and why fhould they 
be better off than you ?’ [Here the 
witnefs faid he was in doubt whe- 
ther the-expreffion was ' the Scotch 
had no. redrefs tilt they pulled 
down the mafs-houfes/ or ' When 
the Scotch pulled down the mafs- 
houfes, they had redrefs.’] His 
lordffiip then advifed them ' to be 
quiet, and to beware of evil-mind- 
ed perfons, who would mix among 
them, and entice them to mifehiefi 
the blame of which would be im- 
puted to them/ Jt was then (the 
witnefe thought) that a perfon in 
the lobby afked his lordffiip ' if it 
was not necefl’ary for- them to re- 
tire — 'I will tell you, faid his 
lordffiip, how it is 5 I -moved the 
queftioBy that your petition be 
taken into confideration this night. 
J^ow it was clearly againft you, 
but I infilled upon dividing the 
houfe*: no divifion can take place 
while you are there, but to go 
or’not I leave to yourfelves/ He 
then afked the witnefs, if he 
would fpeak to the people, who 
anfoered ' by no means, for that 
bis lordffiip was the only perfon 
who* could fpeak to them with any 
good effect.’ Lord* George then 
took hold -of. the witnefs *s gown. 


and called out to the people 'tint 
is the clergyman of the Houfc of 
Commons. I define you willafk 
him what his opinion of the Pbpiffi 
bill is/ and immediately he ui^ed 
the witnefs to give it, who aufwer- 
ed with great* warmth, that the 
only opinion he ffiould give wa$, 
that all the confequences which 
might arife from that nightwo&M 
be entirely owing to him. Several 
gentlemen about them repotted 
thefe words. His lordffiip made 
no reply, but went into the hewfc* 
On his crofs^examination, hdfaWi 
that he was under no agitation 
of mind/ or particular apprdfefc* 
fions, till Lord George defircdhii 
opinion^ which .put him into a 
confiderable flurry of fpirits^ that) 
the next day, he committed what 
had palled to writing, and ferit it 
to the fpeakfer. 

John Cater, Efq ; depded/thkt 
being then a member of the hotde, 
as he was going through thfe pa£ 
fage at the top of the ftair-cifei 
the houfe being under a queftfott 
they could not decide, as the off* 
cers were not able to clear the 
lobby, he heard and faw a peftoh 
in the lobby who called aloudtWO 
or three time*, ' Lord Gedm 
Gordon!’ and then addled, ' My 
lord, we are ordered to clear tbs 
lobby : if your lordffiip wiffies we 
ffiould clear it, we will ckr k 
directly, and without any troubfcf 
The noble prifoner anfweredi f I 
will tell you how the cafe ftS&dff. 
I have moved to have your peti- 
tion taken now into confideratitet. 
Alderman Bull and two or/tbite 
more are for it : the reft are again# 
it : therefore, if you wiffi* yobf 
petition ffiould be now taken itttb 
confideration, you may flay, of. do 
as you pleafe/ All in the k&by 
were filent and attentive bnf/as 


Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX to the CHRONICLE. [225 


foon as the prifoner had (aid this, 
they pulled off their hats, and 
cried, ‘ Now, now, now.’ A 
kind ofpaufeenfued. Lord George 
thtrn leaned again over the rail, 
andfaid, ‘ Would you not wifli to 
be in the fame ftate they are in 
Scotland?’ They anfwered, ‘Yes, 
yes;* and he faid, * Well, well.* 

Jofeph Pearfon, door-keep, r to 
the Houfe of Commons, depofed, 
with the preceding witnetfes, to 
the great crowd in the lobby, 
moft, if not all, of whom, had 
blue cockades ; and that the ge- 
neral cry was, « A repeal, a re- 
peal. No Popery, no Popery !* 
He faid, that Lord George came 
to the door two or three times, 
and faid, ‘ he Ihould come out, 
and let them know what was go- 
ing on in the houfe ; they had a 
goodcaufe, and they had nothing 
to fear.* He came once, and 
faid, ‘Sir Michael le Fleming had 
fpoken in their behalf like an an- 
gel.’ They crowded much upon 
thewitnefs, who faid, ‘ For God’s 
take, gerftleme* keep from the 
door.’ Lord George waved his 
band, and faid, ‘ Pray, gentle- 
men, make what room you can ; 
your caufe is good, and you have 
nothing to fear.’ 

Thomas Baker, the lower door- 
keeper, depofed to the great 
crowd in the palfage to the lobby, 
and to the cry of ‘ Repeal ! No 
Fopcry, no Popery!’ On the 
Tuefday after, he faid, the crowd 
was entirely kept out, and, as he 
thought, by the conftables. 

Sampfon Wright, Efq. juftice 
of the peace, depofed to his re- 
ceiving directions from the lords 
to clear the avenues of the houfe 
on Friday the 2 d of June, and to 
the meafures he took in purfuance 
of their commands. 

Vcl. XXiV. 


Sampfon Rainsforth, highcon- 
ftable ; Charles Jealoutf and Pa- 
trick Macmanus, officers of the 
police; David Mills, a conftable; 
Thomas Gates, the city-marfhal $ 
William Hyde, Efq. juft ice of the 
peace; John Lucy, one of the 
Proteftant Affociation ; and Bar- 
nard Turner, commander of the 
London Military Affociation ; re- 
latively gave evidence of the. 
outrages in various parts of the 
metropolis, from Friday the ad of 
June till the Thurfday' following. 

Lord Porchefter depofed that he 
faw the prifoner in the Houfe of 
Commons on Tuefday the 6th f 
with a blue cockade in his hat. 

Richard Pond fwore that he 
applied to the prifoner for a pro- 
tection for his houfe ; that he, the 
witnefs, produced the“ Following 
paper, ready written, which his 
lordfhip figned in a coach, oh his 
affuring him that it would be of 
fervice to him. 

The paper read—it ivas literally 
as followeth : 

4 All truefriendstoProteftants 
will be particular, and do no 
-injury to the property of any 
true Proteftant, as I am well 
allured the proprietor of this 
houfe is a ftaunch and worthy 
friend to the caufe. 

G. Gordon.* 

The witnefs’s under-tertant be- 
ing a Roman ’Catholic, he fliewed 
this prote&ion to the mob; he 
could not fay that it was any fe- 
curity to his houfe, but it was not 
pulled down. Mr. Sheriff Pugh 
was with his lordlhip when he 
figned the paper he fra$ riot cer- 
tain whether his lord (hip read it, 
or not. Being afked, how this 
[^j paper 
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paper came out of his hands, he ationof his offence, but would to- 
faid it was upon the application tally extirpate the crime.* The 
of Mr. White and Mr. Alderman court however, were of opinion, 
Wilkes. that the private declaration of the 

John Dingwall was called to prifoner could be no evidence of 
prove the hand-writing of the pri- his motives, and the witnefs pro- 
(oner, but he declared that, though ceeded no further, 
he was well acquainted with his General Skene, Hugh Scott, 
writing, and had known him from Efq. Robert Grierfon, and Wm. 
his birth, he had never feen him M‘Kenzie, being fucceffiveiy call- 
write. On his crofs examination, ed to prove the riots in Scotland 
being queflioned with regard to^ in 1779) in order to eftafcdifh a 
what paffed between him and fall, faid by feveral witnefTcs to; 
Lord George the night he was be alluded to hi the prifoner*s de- 
with his loralhip before the meet- claration to the mob, the attorney- 
ing in May, the attorney-general general here clofed the evidence 
oppofed this queftion, obferving, for the crown, 
that what Lord George faid might 

be evidence againft himfelf, but The Prifoner* s Defence. 

could not be evidence for him. 

Mr. Kenyon faid, ‘ that the Mr. Kenyon began with ©b- 
zneeting which was held in St. ferving, how much it was to the 
George’s Fields on th# ad of June, difad vantage of the prifoner, that 
was or was not legally aflembled ; he fhould make his defence at that 
the motives for which, they af- period, when, as the attorney- 
fembled, if Lord George was the general had obferved, the atten- 
aflembler of it, would go a great tion of the court and the jury 
way to fhew whether they were le- mull, in fome meafure, be ex- 
gaily alTembled, or not. If af- baufted; lamenting alfo, tbit, 
fembledforpurpofesholliletothe being very little verfed in the 
laws, it was illegal ; but if Lord criminal courts, he felt himfelf 
George conceived it cpnflitutional under great agitation of mind, 
to go up with it, with a confider- When perfons were accuied of 
able number of perfons, and if he allions of great enormity, it was 
had aligned the reafon why be natural, he faid, to enquire into 
was fo to go up, that it was to re- the motives of their conduit 5 and, 
move the imputation, that he was when the noble family of thepri- 
carrying up a petition with forged foner and his exalted fituation as 
names, he fubmitted to the court, a member of the legiflature were 
that, whatever the motives were, confidered, it was not reafonable 
it conflituted either criminality, to think that bis conduit could 
or abfolved him from the guilt be influenced by fucb motives as 
with which he was charged ; he had been imputed to him. 
conceived, therefore, that if he . The crime imputed to the pri- 
could demonftrate what the mo- foner, he faid, was under an AH* 
lives were which induced him to [aj Edw. III.] fenalted for the 
take the people there, it would go wiled purpofes, that fueh enor- 
a great way, not only in ex ten u- mous crimes fhould not depend 

upon 


Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX to the CHRONICLE. [227 


upon loofe conftrudlon, but that 
men might fee, in the plain words 
of the ftatute, what they were and 
what they were not to do. He 
lamented that there was fucb a 
phrafe in the law as * conftruc- 
tive,* treafon ; and he believed 
that when this law was enaded, 
the legiflature had no idea, that 
fuch a phrafe would find its way 
into the court at Wedminder. 

He next cenfured the attorney- 
general, for addrefling himfelf to 
the paffions of the jury by impro- 
per and exaggerated defeription ; 
talking of a multitude collected 
together in a way deicriptive of 
military arrangement. 

Reviewing now the evidence in 
fupport of the profecution, he 
came to that of William Hay, 
which he treated as very fufpi- 
cious. He had contradided him- 
felf in Rating that he had feen 
Lord Gordon at, Greenwood's 
rooms ; and though his motives 
fur being at all the meetings, and 
at the principal feenes of riot, 
were unaccountable, his evidence 
had afeertained one important 
fed, that in all thefe places there 
were perfons who had nothing to 
do with Lord George Gordon, 
and who increafed, if they did not 
make the crowd. 

He feemed to infinuate, that 
this witnefs had been tutored in 
his evidence ; for he made ufe of 
the military terms 4 arrayed* and 
4 columns although, in nis crofs- 
examination,. he had admitted, 
whenafked whether LordGeorge 
had defired them to march in co- 
lumns or divifions, that he bad 
ufed only the latter expreffion. 
That part of his evidence, viz. 
that at the, Crown and Rolls ta* 
wo, he had heard Lord George 


fay, 4 that, by the king’s palling , 
the Quebec bill, he had brought 
himfelf to that pafs in which 

J ames II. was after his abdication,* 
e (hewed to be not only unfup- 
ported by any other witnefs, but 
to be highly improbable, and that 
therefore it was fufficient, to do 
away the whole of his evidence. 
As the fad was dated to have 
pafled in the prefence of a multi- 
tude of witnefles, there was no 
doubt, but that, from the great 
induflry of thofe concerned for 
this profecution, they would never 
have negleded to procure more 
witnefles to the fad, if, in reality, 
it had any exidence. 

Dwelling upon feverai incon- 
fidencies in the evidence of this 
witnefs, and particularly upon his 
hefitatiqg and dammering in fome 
parts of it, he dated the duty of 
a jury in fuch a cafe. 4 If juries,* 
faid Mr. Kenyon, 4 are to believe 
witnefljes, merely becaufe they 
will fwear to fads, juries are be- 
come of little ufe indeed. Thofe, 
who are acquainted with the pro- 
feffion, fee and lament that there 
is no fad whatever that witnefles 
may not be brought to prove. It 
is tor juries, therefore, to judge 
between the probable and the im- 
probable, and to fee whether the 
witnefs be fupported by other 
witnefles.’ 

The fecond witnefs, Mr. Met- 
calf, had proved nothing material 
againd the prifoner. The only 
important part of his evidence 
was that Lord George had faid, 

4 that he would go to the gallows 
for the caufe.* But this witnefs 
had not heard on what occafion 
this expreffion was ufed. It feems 
there had been a contrariety of 
opinion at this meeting, whethd- 
[P] 2 an 
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an Aft of Charlek II. tv hich pro- 
hibited perfonsabove the number 
of twenty, carrying petitions td 
the legiflature, was BHI in force 
or not. A geiVtiOman of the law 
then prefent had aflerted that this 
Aft was Bill fubfiBing, and in 
eburfe that all perfons who went . 
up with the petition would be in- 
volved in the penalties of that taw. 
Theprifoner^languagearofefrorn 
a difference of opinion bn this ftfb- 
jeft. Here Mr. Kenyon faid, that 
in his opinion this Aft was no 
longer fubfiBing ; that One of the 
articles of the BiH of Rights was 
expreffly levelled againft it; as 
we learn from the Bill of Rights, 
that it is the birth-right of Eng- 
lifhitien to petition the Jegiffeture; 
and, if they do h in a peaceable 
manner, whether Rgnedby twenty 
or two hundred, it make's no dif- 
ference. But, whether that Aft 
were fubfifting or not. Lord 
Gtorge’s words could amount to 
nothing more than a (trong mode 
of expreffion how much bethought 
his opinion right. 

The third witnefs, Mr. Ah- 
ilruther, received fome compli- 
ments frbm Mr. Kenyon for the 
candour with which he gave evi- 
dence. There was no doubt that 
fuch an attentive evidence, a man 
of fen fe, atidpf a considerable Ba- 
tion in life, had Bated all that 
really did pafs that was material. 
Hence he deduced the improbabi- 
lity o f f that part of 'Mr. Bowen’s 
evidence, that L6rd George had 
faid ‘ that the Scotch ha<| no 
redrefe till they palled down the 
mafs-houfes.’ in this Mr Bowen 
w*s tmfupportcd by Mr AnBrtN 
thvr, Mr. Cater, or any one wit- 
ineft, to what palled while Lord 
George was fpeajtfag from the 


gallery tb the people f h the lobby 
Here again, fays Mr. Kehyota 
you areieftto decide upon a Very 
impbrtaht part of the cafe ufsOn 
tht credit of a fingle wttnefe 
This was not becaufe a fetnnd 
wittfefs might not be called, if 
the matter were true, but ft was 
becadfe no’i ndu (try whatever could 
induce other witndfes tb cotne 
and fwear to the feme language. 
He did hot, however, impeach 
the integrity of Mr. Bowen. * IdO 
not wonder/ added Mr. Kenyon, 
4 that parties are hot extremely 
accurate in their reccdleftion of 
what palfed on that day. It war 
a day of tumult and oF much agi- 
tation of mind; and that this 
gentleman at that time was fright* 
ened ; that his mind w&s agitated ; 
that he conceived things which 
perhaps never patted; and that 
conception being once got inlb 
his mind, he has not been afblefr 
erafe the ideas from his mind 
fince. I can only fay, that this h 
pofflble : and, if you put him into 
a fituation in which his mind wit 
agitated, you put him in a fitua- 
tion where you cannot decide Oil 
the knprefEohs he received, whW* 
he is giving evidence bgkinft h 
man Banding in the Situation Of 
the prifoner, who has fo much at 
Bake.’ 

It had appeared 'fa evidence, 
that there were other perfons in 
the lobby befides thofe that be- 
longed to the Prbtefhmt Aflbcia- 
tion ; and hence it might be in- 
ferred that there were many di 
them. Mr. Rafasfottb, one of 
thte witnefles, called to prove the 
riefts in different parts of London* 
had Bated, that the perfon who 
was in the lobby, urgent for 0 re- 
peal, was aGoL Miks* a man of 
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^different dcfcripfton from, thofe needed with tor d George or the 

• that accompanied Lord Gco^gC* afloci^tion had been found oh 

f Could be be fufpe&ed of belong- noxious to thd laws ; not one of 
leg to the Proteftaot Affociation? them had been indited. He adr 
Ifet h was the perfon who ha- mitted, that the mod flagranjt 

* .fangued, as Mr. Rainsforth flyled enormities had been perpetrated, 
it, the mob in the lobby, who But, if a multitude, not a mob 

! oiled out 4 repeal, repeal l* and of people, were got together, for 
famed the very foul of the meet- good, not for illegal purpofes, at 
i ingfo got together. But what did lead (which was enough tor him) 
t .this prove ? Not that the perfons not for traitorous purpofes, if the 
j under Lord George Gordon’s con- jurycould fuppofc that other peor 
troul, but that men of a very dif- pie of bad principles, and wftb 
ferent defeription, under the con- bad defigns, availing themfclve* 
troul of perfons of a very different of the meeting of the a(To'iation» 
delcription, held thatconverfation got together from all corners of 
in the lobby which had been iqi- the town, apd formed the ban- 
pu^ed to Lord Qeorgc Gordon as clitti that had committed all ttye 
Criminal. But was the prifoner, outrages, how was this tq be im- 
by inference nod conje6fure only, puted to Lord George G»rc(<}n? 
to be made anfwerable for that The attorney-general had laid* 
guilt, which was fpecihcaily, by that, if a man turn opt a wild 
witnefles, attributed to others ? beaft, be was guiiry of murder, if 
Great pains had been taken fo a man were killed by it. 4 This/ 
(hew that the members of both faid Mr. Kenyon, 4 is not the layr 
houfes had been interrupted and of the land, nor of humanity. Jf 
infulted in going to attend the nk- A man turn a wild bead into a 
tional bufinefs. But the evidence room, where death muft neceflarii/ 
Was chiefly hear fay, and in the enfue, no doqbt he Is as guilty ?s 
principal fa£ls, uulupported but if a man (hot into a crowd. $qt 
by Angle witnefles. One material where a beaft $ turned out, and 
point had indeed been fworn to by the probable conferences will not 
Mr. Hyde. viz. that, when Lord be that death will enfue, then is 
Sandwich was attacked, there were the crime to be imputed to him. ? 
parties there with blue cockades, Was Lord George Gordon’s aflb- 
and perfons there not with the ciation the wild beaft * If be had 
badges of thofe in Sc. Geoege's a tame beaft in his hand, apd 
Fields, but men of totally another another taking occaflon from the 
defeription, who had different tame beaft being brought there,, 
banners, rod and black flags, and let out a wild beaft, was he that 
therefore, u was probable, were leads the tame beaft in his hand to 
a very different fct of people. be aulwerabl*, becaufe another 
In fupport of this probability, perfon opens a place, and l^ts out 
Mr. Kenyon next Bated, that, af- a tyger or a hyena ?’ 
ter the many profecutions that ‘ Lord George Gordon/ con- 
had been commenced, anxious and tinued Mr. Kenyon, * was the 
a&ive as the crown officers had Pfefidcrii of a Pirotcftant Afibcia- 
been, not one individual con- tion. An Aft had pa(Ted, which, 

[P] 3 right 
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right or wrong, had given offence. 
/Perhaps, in his opinion, it had 
giren caufelefs ground of offence. 
But, becaufe he differed from 
other men, was he therefore to 
treat them as traitors to their 
Country ? Our laws were not like 
thofe of the Medes and Perfians, 
but were fubjeft to revifion ; and 
it was the duty of Englifhmen, 
V they thought there were laws 
which improperly tolerated men, 
whofe principles were hoftile to 
thexonftitution, to petition par- 
liament to revife, or even to re- 
peal fuch laws. He did not fay 
that this was the cafe with the 
law that gave rife to the aflbcia- 
tion j but, if they thought fo, 
their * right to petition was un- 
queflionable.' 

Mr. Kenyon now dated the mo- 
tives of Lord George Gordon, for 
affembling fuch a multitude in St. 
. George’s Fields. He had been 
told in the Houfe of Commons, 
that his petition could have no 
weight, for that the names were 
forgeries ; and it was to wipe away 
this foul afperfion, that he wifhed 
the petitioners to attend him to the 
houfe. But they formed no army ; 
they came with no weapons, no 
hoftile intentions. They met at 
ten in the morning, becaufe that 
! was art hour of fobriety. Y et the 
words array , columns f and other 
* military terms, had been thunder- 
ed into the ears of the jury. Such 
words Could not be uled by wit- 
nelfes for no purpofe. The pur- 
pofe mud be a bad one, becaufe it 
didofted the fa£ts beyond their or- 
dinary force ; and, in fuch a cafe, 
the whole of the evidence was to 
be fufpe6ted.-\ 

Mr, Kenyon now adverted to 


the protection that had been grant- 
ed by Lord George Gordon. The 
jury, he faid, would be Hoick 
with horror when they were in- 
formed how that happened. Lord 
George, terrified at the riots; find- 
ing the blame imputed to him, 
and widiing to get rid of fuch 
an unjud imputation, defired, as 
would afterwards be proved, to 
have accefs to his loverCign. He 
wiihed to throw himfeff at his ma- 
jefty's feet, to profefs his own in- 
nocence, and forrow for’ the confc- 
quences that were fuppofed to «- 
fult from a<fts of bis* The accefs 
to the king was denied, but he 
was told, that he ought, as ateft 

• of his loyalty, to go into the City, 
and fee if he coukt do shy thing 
to put an end todhe riots. tVMh 
this view then he went into the 
city 5 but not at the head of the 
mob, but with one of the confer- 
vatori of the peace, Mr/ Sheriff 
Pugh. € And here/ Mr. Kenyan 
added, * a perfon came and ttifci 
him, if a note, which be brought 
to him, was figned by him, It 
would have a good effe6t. Sttjb 
pofe he had refufed to fignit. f I 
am fure it would have borne tod 
upon him; his refufal would hare 
- been imputed to wlflies for outrage 

on the houfe of a Homan Catho- 
lic 5 and, had that argument been 
urged againft him; I fhould hate 
found fome difficulty in turning 

• the edge of it.' But he figned this 
paper with the molt humane vienfc, 
and yet this paper was produced 
to prove .that he adopted all the 

. enormities that had been commit- 
ted by mifereants, with w&ora4e 
bad not the leaft connection. • ; 

Mr. Kenyon concluded with 
ftating the duty of juries, and con- 

. : : fiding 
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fitting in the good fenfe, difcern- 
mentj and impartiality of that 
which he addreffed. 

M. Erikine then rofe, and faid, 
that he (hould referve his ad- 
drefs to the jury till after the 
witnefles for the prifoner had been 
called. To this the court affent- 
cd ; and the attorney-general faid, 
that he was fure no objection 
would be made to it on the part 
of the counfel for the profecu- 
tion. 


Evidence for the Prifoner. 

The R$v. Erafmus Middleton; 
lc£turer of St. Bennetts, was one 
of the committee of the Proteftant 
Aflociation. He gave an account 
of its conftitntion, previous to the 
lath of Nov. 1 779, when Lord 
George Gordon became their pre- 
fident. Throughout the whole 
bufinefs of the aflociation his lord- 
ihip had demeaned himfelf in the 
raoft loyal manner. The witnefs 
had watched his conduCfc with a 
degree of jealoufly, the committee 
being refolved not to allow any 
converfation reflecting upon any 
people whatever, and .particularly 
adminiflration. His lordlhip al- 
ways appeared the molt difpaf- 
lionate of any of them, ana to 
have no other view than (imply 
the Proteftant intereft, and by all 
legal means to petition the Houfe 
of Commons to repeal or to ex- 
plain that ACt In all private con- 
verfations his lordfhip had ex- 
preffed himfelf in terms of warm 
attachment to the king, the con- 
ftitution, and the Proteftant in- 
tereft. They were happy in having 
him for their prefident* both on 
account of his rank, his good mo- 


ral character, and his abilities. 
The witnels being queftioned whe- 
ther in any of his public fpeeches 
at the aflociation the prifoner had 
made ufe of any dj (loyal expref- 
ftons, or that he meant to repeal 
the Bill by force of arms, or by 
intimidation, he anfwercd Itrong- 
ly in the negative. Not one ex- 
preflion was made ufe of at their 
meetings that was hoftile to go- 
vernment. The witnefs then gave 
an account of much contrariety 
of opinion at meetings previous to 
that of the 29th of May, refpeCt- 
ing the time and mode of pre- 
fenting the petition. At this laft 
meeting Lord George laid, f lie 
had been informed, that the afio- 
ciation were, againft going up with 
their petition. Upon this from 
all parts it was immediately cried, 

* No, my lord ! * He then made 
the motion, which was carried 
unanimoufly. He then propofed 
that they Ihould adjourn to St. 
George’s Fields, as no place could 
contain the number • that (hould 
aflemble ; that they (hould be ar- 
ranged in different divifions, that 
he might go from one to the. 
other, and learn the fenfe of the 
whole, with refpeCt to the mode 
of taking up the petition $ that 
it had been hinted, that it was 
a very eafy matter for a perfon to 
write 500 names to a petition, and 
that therefore it was neceffary they 
{hould appear to their fubferip- 
tions, to convince the world they 
were not fictitious. He begged 
they would drefs themfelves de- 
cently, and to diftjnguifh them 
from other people, fq that no riots 
n>ight enfue, that they wopld have 
a cockade in their hats; that on 
fiich an occafiftn at lealt 20,000 
might attend, and that they fhould 
[P}4 ' meet. 
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meet at ten in the morning. 
Some one objecting, that by meet- 
ing fo early they might get to 
drinking, his lordlhip anfwered, 
that the PriXeftant Affociation 
were not drunken people An- 
other obferving, that the military 
might be called out, he faid, 

* he did not apprehend that ; they 
would be all peaceabFe, no doubt ; 
that they fhould not fo much 
as take flicks in their hands ; if 
there were any riotous perfon, he 
begged that the reft would give 
Bim up 5 that if he fhould even 
flrike any of them, not to return 
it, but to take fuch perfon out, 
that he might be given up to a 
CQnftable, and taken away.* His 
tordfhip further faid, ‘ that if he 
him felt wete at all riotous, he 
Pegged he might be given up, for 
he thought it was a proper fpirit 
(or Proteflants; and, to the beft of 
this witnef 3 -s recolie£lion, he faid, 

# if they fmite you on one cheek, 
turn the other alfo/ On his crofs- 
examinafion, the witnefs faid, that 
Be, and fome others of the com- 
mittee, difapproved of the petition 
being carried up by the general 
body: Being afked, whether it 
did not occur to him, that a pe- 
tition prefented fo late in the fef- 
fion could not, in the ordinary 
Courfe of proceeding, produce a Bill 
that fefllon; he anfwered, that it 
might have been eafily done f if it 
had been as haftily gone through 

Sir George Savife’s. 

Lord Stormont depofed to Lord 
George Gordon’s deftrihg to havd 
accefs to his majefty, ori the morn- 
ing of Wedn^fday the 7th of June; 
as flated in Mr. Kenyon’s fpeech ; 
his melfage was, that * he defired 
to fee the king, .feecaufe he could 
be of efftntiaf fervite m foppreift 


ing the riots/ Lord StOriHOIt 
delivered this meffage td the ki#gi 
and returned with this anflte?: 

' it is impoffible for the king to 
fee Lord George Gordon, until ,’ltt 
has given proofs of his allejji»ffc 
and loyalty, by employing fhdfc 
means which he fays he has in 
his power to quell the difturbandtf, 
and reftote peace to this capitth* 
Lord George faid, that, * if if 
might prefame to reply, his ft* 
ply was, that his beft efideavdtt* 
fhould be ufed.’ 

Thomas Evans depofed, that be 
was a member of the P. A. ; that 
being in a coach in Bridge-fired; 
Weftminfter, on the fecond of , 
June, between ten and eleven fa 
the forenoon, he received fome in* 
formation from Mr. Smith, keeper 
of the Guildhall in Weftminftef, 
that the latter faid waS of great 
confluence to be commuttiaHpi 
fb Lord George Gordon, viz. that 
he had been credibly informed 
that a number of weavers -f tOtA 
Spital Fields— —-[Here the court 
faid this was Uo evidence.] TO 
witnefs then depofed, that 
this information he proceeded to 
St. George’s Fields, in order Id' 
endeavour to find Lord Georg* 
Gordon; that he faw the Scotch 
divifion formed*, in- the center df 
which was Lord George; that he 
and ohe of his friends got 01 d 
of the coach, and with difficulty 
got to the ring ; he then told hd 
tardfhip, that he had been 
formed by Mr. Smith; that thety 
would be a riot in Weftminfter/ if 
more than thirty or forty attempt* 
ed fb go to the houfe with thepe* 
tition / and he afked him if W 
meant that the whole body 
t d attend Him ? Hfe dfafwered, 
irb means, by no means that ‘he 
intended 
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intended to go to the houfe alone, 
and, fome time after he had been 
there, the petition was to follow 
him to the lobby of the houfe, 
and there to wait till he came oat 
to receive it.* The witnefs then 
exprefled his pleafure in hearing 
this, as it would prevent the ene- 
my from hurting the caufe; and 
he afked his loidfoip to give him 
leave to tell the people fo, who 
replied, * with all his heart.* He 
then told the people, that they 
were to remain in the fields, my 
Lord George Gordon intending to 
go alone. He afterwards drove 
his coach up to the obeliik, being 
informed that they were forming 
divifions at the other end of the 
field. When he. came there, he 
found the people were in a march- 
ing line, fix in a row, with their 
feces towards the Borough; he 
then got out of his coach, and 
afeed them what they were going 
to do? they anfwered, * to march 
through the city;* he then men- 
tioned what Lord George Gordon 
haddefired him to tell them, and 
that he was fore there would be a 
riot, if more than thirty or forty 
people went to the houfe. They 
anfwered, that ‘he need not be 
afraid of that, for they were de* 
termined to make none/ 

John §pinnage confirmed the 
evidence of the preceding witnefs, 
with refpeCt to the prifoner's fay- 
ing ‘ that he meant to go up to 
the houfe alofte/ The people he 
faw in the fields, he faid, had no 
Weapons or flicks, and were far 
from being of the rabble. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Whittingham 
faid fhe was in a coach in St. 
Georges Fields on the fecond of 
Juhe. Lord George Gordon came 
to the coach, and aiked leave to 


come into it, which foe gave ; he 
was near fainting away; he got 
into the coach. About thirty of 
forty gentlemen furrounded the 
coach, fo that they could not drive 
off. Thefe gentlemen defired they 
might attend Lord George, who 
begged they would not, € he would 
have no ariiftance at all, he was 
very well.' They faid, * pray 
let us attend you to the houfe 
he anfwered, * no, by no means, 

I foall be greatly obliged to you, 
gentlemen, if you will all go 
back;' for he did not chafe to 
be attended by them. 

Alexander Johnflon faid, that 
he was the laft in the proccifion of 
the London divifion He was in 
Palace-yard between twelve and 
one. There were no riots. He 
then went with fome friends to 
dine in the Strand. About fix or 
feven, word was brought to them> 
that there was a dilturbance in 
Palace-yard. The company faid 
to him, that they had better go 
and try to quell the mob. He 
oppofed this, faying, that, they 
(the mob) were no friends to the 
caufo, and that it would be better 
to flay where they were. However, 
at their perfuafions he went into 
Parliament-flreet. fce faw about 
twenty boys, and five or fix msn ; 
they were a fet of boys and pick-* 
pockets, not in the leaf! like the 
Proteftant Afiociation ; they Were 
Hopping a coach : he feized one of 
the men, but was perfuaded to let 
him go. 

Alexander Frazer, one of the 
P. A. faw leveral bodies of people, 
fbmetimes a dozen, or fo, collect- 
ed on Weflmintler-bridge, about 
twelve o'clock on the fecond of 
June. They had all blue cock* 
ades, He did not think they be- 
longed 
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longed to the petitioner* $ for many 
of them were in liquor. He went 
clofe to them > and afked them if 
they belonged to the Prqtellant 
Aflociatiorr? One of them with 
a great flick, who feemed to be 
in liquor, held up his flick, and 
faid, ' No d— — n it, this is all 
our affociation.’ What became of 
them, he knew not. At one o’clock 
he faw the difturbances at the. end 
of Downing-ftreet. They had all 
blue cockades. ' 1 

Sir Philip Jennings Clerk faid, 

. that he was riding in St. George s 
Fields, on the ad of June, about 
one o’clock. Vaft numbers were 
iu the fields, but the great body 
of them had marched away to the 
city. Thofe he faw in the fields 
appeared to be the better fort of 
tradefmen, all well drefled decent 
people. He afkcd a great number 
of them what was the occafion 
of their aflembling. They all faid 
that their defire was to have a 
itop put to public preaching and 
public teaching. They were all 
quiet and civil ; but had no parti- 
cular reafon to be fo to him, for he 
had never put a blue cockade in 
his hat. Sir Philip then fpoke to 
what he obferved afterwards in 
the lobby of the Houfe of Com- 
mons. The people he firft faw in 
the lobby were not the fame, he 
thought, who were there very late 
in the evening j for the latter were 
a lower kind of people, more a 
mob of blackguards. He only 
heard part of the converfation 
which Lord George Gordon held 
to the people in the lobby. What 
he could recdle£t was, that Lord 
George faid, * the member for 
Briflol is now fpeaking, he is no 
friend to your petition ; but take 
notice, I give you no advice, un- 


lefsit is that you fhpuld be tcm* 
perate and firm.’ On his crofs-cxa- 
mination he gave a drcumfbmtial 
account of his being dragged on 
on Tuefday evening the 6th, in a 
chariot, with Lord George Gor- 
don, to the houfe of Alderman 
Bull in Leadenhall-ftreet. When 
the mob took the horfes out of the 
carriage^. Lord George faid, ' for 
God’s fake, go peaceably home, 
and go about, your bufinefs j ! and 
whenever he could fpeak, be find, 

K whilft you; afiemble in this tu- 
multuous way, your petition will 
never be complied with, the houfe 
will never confent to it.’ It was 
impoffible to take more pains to 
perfuade the people to difpeife than 
Lord George did. 

Mr. John Turner depofed, that . 
being in St. George’S Fields o& 
the 2 d of June, he heard Lori 
George Gordon tell the people, 
that ‘ if any thing had weight 
with their petition, it would he 
their quiet and peaceable! beha- 
viour, and, that nothing elfe would 
do; he was informed fince he c a®c 
into the fields, that a number of 
perfons had come abroad that day, 
on purpofe to raife a tumult;’ and 
he bid them * not to be led away 
by any fuch perfons.* 

Mr. John Humphreys depofed 
to a gentleman’s coming from Lord 
George Gordon, and defiring the 
people in St. George’s Fields not 
to go up to the houle on any con- 
fide ration, but to difperfe, for that 
there was an A& that fperifad 
that only fo jnany people fhorid 
go up with a petition. 

Mr. Sampfon Hotchkinfon faid, 
he was in St. George s Fields ; f on 
the 2 d of June. Some advice bp* 
ing brought to the ring by toppe 
mechanical perfons. Lord Georg* 

* Gordon 
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Gordon advifed r a certain num- 
ber to go up with the petition i 
he would wilh to avoid all offence, 
and it might be attended with 
contention and dii'order $ there- 
fore he wifhed for a fmall num- 
ber to go.’ Many in the ring 
faid, s they were men capable of 
conducing themfelves with peace 
and order, and they chole to go in 
perfon.’ 

Mr. John Robin fon faw the af- 
fociation in St. Georges Fields, 
and went in proceffion ; they were 
very peaceable : in the afternoon, 
he faw the riots in Palace-yard 3 
they had blue cockades j but he 
did not think they belonged to the 
aflociatipn. 

Sir James Lowther faid, that 
Lord George Gordon requelted to 
accompany him home in his car- 
riage, from the Houfe of Com- 
mons, on the evening of Friday 
the 2d. When they were got into 
the carriage, fome of the remain- 
ing mob came about, and afked, 

■ Is the Bill to be repealed ?’ Lord 
George faid, € I do not know, I 
hope it will, but go home, be 
quiet, make no riot nor noife/ 

Mrs. Youd, fervant to Lord 
George Gordon, .was called to 
prove that his Lordfhip was at 
home at a quarter before 1 1 o’clock 
on the evening of the 2d of June, 
and that he was at home Saturday, 
Sunday, and Monday following. 
Being afked whether he did not go 
out, any part of thefe days, Mr. 
Erfkine faid he was ready, if the 
court thought it material, to fliew 
where his lordfhip was every hour 
and every minute of thofe days. 

Mr. Alderman Pugh faid, that 
he was in a coach with H^i. George 
flbrdon, about three o’clock on 
the afternoon of the 7th of J uiie. 


A young man came with half a 
fheet of paper that was written 
upon ; he feemed to be in great 
agony ; he defired the prifoner to 
let his name to it j he faid, * his 
houfe was in danger of being 
deftroyed, and he wilhcd his lord- 
fhip would fjgn the paper.* The 
witnefs was not dear whether 
Lord George alked his opinion or 
not, nor whether her looked at 
but his lordfhip did dgn it 5 and 
the man feemed to go away happy. 

The evidence for the crown be- 
ing doled, Mr. Erfkine addrefled 
the jury in a very long fpeech, 
which he opened with a very clear 
and diftind hidory of treafom 
He dated the wifdom of our ances- 
tors in guarding againft the con- 
fequences of loofe and arbitraiy 
condrudion, by the mod accurate 
and explidt definitions, and de- 
ducing hence a feries of incon- 
teftable principles, he ftrongly ex- 
horted the jury to apply them to the 
whole evidence before them. Then 
commenting on the various parts 
of the evidence in the mod mader- 
ly manner, he concluded with 
thefe animated words ; f I may 
now relieve you from the pain 
of hearing me any Ipnger, and 
be myfelf relieved from the pain 
of fpeaking on a fubjed which 
agitates and diftrefles me. Since 
Lord George Gordon dands clear 
of every hodile a£t or purpofe 
againft tfie legiflature of his coun- 
try>.or the properties of his fel- 
low fubje&s — fince the whole te- 
nor of his conduct repels the be- 
lief of the traitorous purpofe charg- 
ed by the indi&ment — my talk is 
finilhed. I fhall make no addrefs 
to your paflions ; I will not re- 
mind you of the long and figo- 
rous imprifonment he has fuffer- 

edi 
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ed ; I will not fpeak to you of 
his great youth, of his illuftrious 
birth, and of his uniform, ani- 
mated, and generdus zeal in par- 
liament for the conftitution of his 
country. Such topics might be 
nfeful in the balance of a doubt- 
ful cafe; yet even then I ihould 
have milled to the honed hearts of 
Englifhmento have felt them with- 
out excitation. At prefent, the 
plain and rigid rules of juflice arc 
lufficient to entitle me to your 
verdict ; and may God Almighty, 
who is the facred author jof both, 
fill your minds with the deeped 
impredions of them, and with 
virtue to follow thofe impreffions ! 
You will then redore tny innocent 
client to liberty, and me to that 
peace of mind, which, lince the 
protection of that innocence in any 
part depended upon me, I have 
never known.’ 

The folicitor-general replied. 

After which, Lord Mansfield 
gave the following charge. 

Gentlemen of the Jury, 

The prifoner at the bar is in- 
difted for that fpecies of high- 
treafon which is called levying 
war againd the king, aud there- 
fore it is necedary you (hould fird 
be informed what is in law a 
levying war againd the king, fa 
as to conllitute the crime of high- 
treafon, within the Statute of Ed- 
ward III. and perhaps according 
to the legal fignification of the 
term before that Statute. There 
are two kinds of levying war : — 
One agahift the perfon of the king; 
to imprifotf, to dethrone, or to 
kill him ; or to make him change 
meafures, or remove counfeHors s 
—the other, which is faid to be 
Jevied' againd the majedy of the 
king, or, in other words, againd 

j - * % 
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him in bis regal capacity; 29 
when a multitude ademble to at- 
tain by force any objeft of a ge- 
neral public nature $ that is levy- 
ing war againd the majedy of tbc 
king ; and mod rcafonably fo held, 
becaufe it tends to didolve all the 
bands of fociety, to deftroy pro- 
perty, and to overturn govern-, 
ment ; and, by force of arms, to 
redrain the king from reigning ao 
cording to law. 

Infurrcftions, by force and vio- 
lence, to raife the price of wages, 
to open all prifons, to deftroy 
meeting-houfes, nay, to deftroy 
all brothels, to refid the execution 
of militia laws, to throw down all 
inclofures, to alter the edablifhed 

law, or change religion, to redrefs 
grievances real or pretended, have 
all been held levying war. Many 
other indances might be put. Lord 
Chief Judice Holt, in Sir John 
Friend’s cafe, fays, ( ifperfonsdo 
ademble themfelves and aft with 
force in opposition to fome law 
which they think inconvenient, 
and hope thereby to get it repeal* 
ed, this is a levying war and trea- 

lbn. In the prefent cafe, it don't 
red upon an implication that they 
hoped by opposition to a law to 
get it repealed, but the prolb- 
cution proceeds upon the direft 
ground, that the objeft was, ty 
force and violence, to corfipel tl» 
legiflaturc to repeal a law ; aQd 
therefore, without any doubt, I 
tell you the joint opinion of tj* 
all, that, if this multitude adcra- 
bled with intent, by afts of force 
•and violence, to compel the legHla- 
ture to repeal a law, it b high- 
treafon. 

Though the form of an indift- 
ment for this ipecies of treafon 
mentions drums, trumpets, artns, 
(words. 
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fabrds', fifes, arid guns, yet none 
of thefe circumftances are eflfcn- 
tial. The queftion always is, 
whether the' intent is, by force 
aad violence/ to attain an object 
of a general and public nature, by 
a ny inftmmentB, or by dint of 
their numbers. Whoever incites, 
advifcs, encour ag e s , or is in any way 
aiding to foch a multitude (o af- 
fembfed withfuch intent, though 
he does not perfonally appear 
among them, or with* bis own 
hands commit any violence what- 
foever, yet he in equally a princi- 
pal with thofe who a and guilty 
ofhigh-treafon. 

Having premifod thefe propofi- 
tions as the ground- work of your 
deliberation upon the points which 
will be left to you, it will not be 
amifs to lay a matter which you 
have heard a great deal upon at 
the bar (otally out of the cafe. 
Whether the BiH, called Sir 
George Savile’s, was wife or ex- 
pedient— whether the repeal of it 
would have been right or wrong — 
has nothing to do with this trial. 
Whether grievances be real or 
pretended — whether a law be good 
or bad— it is equally high treafon, 
% the ftrong hand of a multitude, 
ta force the repeal or redrefs. 

Thus much let me fay, it is 
moft injurious to fay this Bill, 
called Sir George Savile’s, is a 
toleration of Popery. I cannot 
deny, that, where the fafety of 
the Hate is not concerned, my own 
opinion is, that men (hould not 
te punilhed for mere matter of 
confcience, and barely worfhip- 
pfog God in their own way : but 
where what is alleged as matter 
of Conference is dangerous or pre- 


judicial to the ftate, which is the 
cafe of Popery, the, fafety -of the • 
date is the fupreme law, -and an 
erroneous religion, fo far as upon . 
principles of found policy that 
iafaty requires, ought to be re- 
ft rained arid prohibited : no good 
man has ever defended the many 
penal laws againft Papifts upon 
aay other ground : but this Bill is 
not a toleration, it only take^f 
away the penalties of one A 61 out 
of many. 

They are ftill fubje& to all the 
penalties created in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth ; and yet you 
know Queen Elizabeth fucceeded 
to the crown loon after a criiei ty-* 
rant of the Popifti religion. The . 
Reformation was eftabliftied in her 
reign. She was excommunicated 
by the pope, *Und her dominions 
given away. Her next heir was a 
bigotted Papift*. She was ex- 
poled to many plots of afiaflina- 
tion : therefore lbund policy, and 
even the prefervation of her life, 
during her reign, called for many 
penal laws againft Papifts. 

This Act repeals no penalty 
enacted in the « reign of King 
James the Firftj yet in that reign 
the provocations giyen by Papifts 
were great. It, began with the 
Gunpowder Pbofcpaud no wonder 
fevere laws were ^ made againft 
them. * . , - 

This A6t repeals no law made 
in the reign of King Charles tho 
Second; arid yet you know the 
d read of a Popifti d'ucdcftbr, and 
the jealoufy of the cflurt at that 
time, occafioried many penal laws 
to be made againft Papifts, 

In the reigri, ofv.WftKam the 
Third; the fecurity of the new go- 


* .Mary, Queen jof Beats. 
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vernment made penal laws againft 
P^pifts necefiary ; yet this Bill re- 
peals none made during the firft 
ten years of his reign : it only re- 
peals fome additional penalties in- 
troduced by an A6t that pafled at 
the end of his reign, which is no- 
toriouily known to have been 
countenanced or promoted by him. 
Therefore be the merits of the 
Bill, called Sir George Savile's, 
as it may, it is totally a mifrepre- 
fentation to infer from thence 
that Papifts are tolerated. It is a 
cry to raife the blind fpirit of fa- 
naticifm, or enthufjafm, in the 
minds of a deluded multitude, 
which, in the hiftory of the world, 
has been th,e caufe of much ruin 
and national deftru£tion. But I 
have already told you the merits 
of this law are totally immaterial 
upon this trial ; and nothing can 
be fo difhonourable to government, 
as to be forced to make, or to re- 
peal, by an armed multitude, an y 
law : from that moment there is 
an end of all legiflative autho- 
rity. 

There is another matter I mull 
mention to yon, before I come to 
date the questions upon which you 
are to form a judgment, and fum 
up the evidence, from which that 
judgment is to be a eonclufion. 

A doubt has faintly been thrown 
out at the bar, whether it is lawful 
t6 attend a petition to the Houfe 
of Commons with more than ten 
perfons? Upon dear-bought ex- 
igence of the conftqucnce of tu- 
multuous affcmblies, under pre- 
tence of carrying and fupporting 
petitions, an A tk of parliament 
paffod in the reign of King Charles 
the Second, forbidding, under a 
penalty, more than ten perfons to 
attend a petition to the king, or 


:G irTER; 1781. 

either houfe of parliament : but it 
is faid, that the law is repealed 
by the Bill of Rights. I fpeak the 
joint opinion or us all, that the 
A6t of Charles the 'Second it ta 
full force ; there is not the cokmr 
for a doubts the Bill of Bights 
does not mean to meddle with it 
at all: it aflerts the right of the 
fubje& to petition to the king, and 
that there ought to be no commit- 
ments for foch petitioning ; which 
alluded to the cafe of the Whops 
in King James's reign, who peti- 
tioned the king, and were com- 
mitted for it.— ^But neither -tfie 
Bill of Rights, nor any other fta- 
tute, repeals this Aft of Charles 
the Second : and Mr. Juftice 
BJackflone, in his Commentaries, 
treats of this A& as in foil force; 
and, as I have told you, we are all 
of that opinion; and confequent- 
Iv the attending a petition to the 
Houfe of Commons by more than 
ten perfons is criminal and illegal. 
—Having premifed tbefe feveral 
proppfitions and principles, the 
fubje6l- matter for your confider- 
ation naturally refolves itfelf into 
two points. 

Firft, Whether this multitude 
did afTemble and commit a£b of 
violence with intent to terrify and 
compel the legiflature to repeal 
the A61 called Sir George $a- 
vile's. — If upon this point year 
opinion fhould be in the negative 
that makes an end of the whole, 
and the prifoner ought to be ac- 
quitted : but if your opinion fhould 
be, that the intent of this multi- 
tude, and the violence ihey com- 
mitted, was to force a repeal, there 
arifes a fecond point — 

Whether the prifoner at the btf 
incited, encouraged, promoted, of 
affifted in railing this infurre&oa, > 

and 
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and the terror they carried with 
them, with the intent of forcing 
a repeal of this law. 

Upon thefe two points, which 
you will call your attention to, 
depends the fate of this trial ; for 
if either the multitude had no 
fuch intent, or fuppofing they 
had, if the prifoner was no caufe, 
did not excite, and took no part 
in conducting, coun felling, or 
fomenting the infurreCtion, the 
prifoner ought to be acquitted ; 
and there is no pretence that he 
perfonally concurred in any adf 
of violence. 

[His lordfhip now fummed up 
the evidence verbatim to 
the jury j in the courfe of 
which he told them, that 
he obferved that moft of 
them had taken very full 
notes — that he purpofely 
avoided making any ob- 
fervationb upon the evin 
dence, chufing to leave it 
to themfelvesj then con- 
cluded as follows :] 

This, gentlemen, , is the whole 
of the evidence on either fide i 
you will weigh this evidence, and 
all the obfervations made at the 
bar, or which occur to yourfelves, 
upon it — I avoid , making any. 
The points for you to determine 
are— Whether this multitude 1 were 
affembled aiid aCted with an intent 
to force a repeal of this -called 
Sir George Savile’s A 61 j and if 
you think fuch was their intent, 
whether the (hare the prifoner had 
in getting together fuch a number 
of people to go down to the Houfe 
of Commons— in meeting them in 
St. George’s Fields — in talking to 
them in the lobby — in wearing the 
cockade on Friday and. Saturday 
—or in any other part of his.con^ 


duCt— had the fame intent, by the 
terror of an outrageous multitude, 
and the violences they committed 
and threatened, to force a repeal 
of this A6t. If there was no luch 
intention, either in the mob or in 
the prifoher, he ought to be ac- 
quitted: but if you think there 
was fuch an intent in the multi- 
hide, encouraged, incited, or pro- 
moted by the prifoner, then you 
dught to find him guilty*. 

If the fcale fhould hang doubt- 
ful* and you are not fully fatisfied 
that he is guilty, you ought to 
lean to the favourable fide, and 
acquit him. 

The court fat at eight o’clock 
on the Monday morning $ 
and at three quarters after 
four on the'Tuefday morn- 
ing the jury withdrew. 
They returned into court 
at a quarter after five 
o’clock with a verdidt find- 
ing the prifoner 


NOT GUILTY/ 



Particulars- if the Trial of M. De la 
Motte, an 'tt^Chargc of High 
Treafon. * 


O N Saturday ^morning the 
14th of July, at nine, o’clock, 
M; De la Motte was brought from 
New-Prifon,. Clerkenwell, to the 
Old-Bailey, ford '.'having challeng- 
ed feveral' of*, the 'jurmeti, twelve 
were chofen, after which his trial 
c&me on. Ther counfefwho at- 
tended on behalf of the crown 
were, the attorney, nnd folicitor 
general, Mr. Howarth y and :Mr. 
Norton. For the .‘prifoner,; Mr*. 
Dunning and Mr. Peckham. :The* 
indictment 
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indi&ment confided of numerous 
counts, the fird of which charged 
M. De la Motte with compafhng 
the death of the king, and the 
others laid divers overt a6b of 3 
teafonable connexion with the 
French court to deftroy the naxtl 
power of this country. 

The fird witnefs examined wa# 
Stephen Radcliffe, who had a vef- 
lel condantly going to Boulogn, 
and was frequently the carrier of 
packets from the prifoner to the 
french cotnmifTary. His pay was 
30A for every trip to the conti- 
nent. 

The next witnefs, Mr. Rougier, 
proved the engagement of himfelf 
and Radcliffe in the lervice of the 
prifoner 5 that he received eight 
guineas a month for his trouble in 
forwarding packets, and aifoall 
his charges from Dover to Lon- 
don, when he waited on the pri- 
foner in town: that a Mr. Waite m 
was concerned in the bufinefs with 
the prifoner, and letters frequent- 
ly came from France directed to 
himfelf,* which he never opened, 
but delivered to the prifoner or 
Mr. Waltem, knowing they were 
for tbofe gentlemen. 

.. Mr. Stewart depofed to having 
received, from Radcliffe feveral 
packets intended for an Englifh 
merchant at Boulogn, who ap- 
peared to be an agent for the 
French minidiy $ but which, in- 
dead of forwarding, lie flopped 
and communicated to Lord Hxllf- 
borough, who took copies of aU, 
and then returned them to Mr. 
Stewart, who, by his lordfhip** 
order, lent them to Boulogn, and 
by this contrivance the fcheme9 of 
the prifoner were fruftrated, by 
government having a previous 
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knowledge of the contents of the 
various packets. 

Sir otanyer Porten, of Lord 
JEiilHborough’s office, depofed that 
he received a packet from Mr. 
Stewart, in July; that he copied 
one of the letters himfelf, and 
had others copied for him, and 
then put the originals again into 
the cover and delivered them to 
the pod ; another of the fecond of 
Augud, and fome others after that 
time, received in like maimer, 
were copied, and put into the 
Pod-Office, to be conveyed to Mr, 
Stewart, with orders to be for- 
warded to their dedination. 1 

Onxrofs-exammation Sir Stan* 
yer (aid, he delivered the papers 
to a Mr. Maddifon, and two other 
gentlemen, clerks in the Poft- 
Office, but he could not recoiled 
to which perfon of the three. 

Here an argument arofe,whether 
or not thefe copies uf letters ought to 
be admitted as evidence 5 the coon* 

Cel for the profecution ' contending, 
that the copies being authenticat- 
ed, 'were as admiffible as the ori- 
ginals ; and the counfel for the 
prifoner concluding they were net, 
and Mr. Peckham even going fo 
far as to contend, that if the ori- 
ginals themfelves were produced 
they would not be admiffible, as 
not being proved to have bees 
delivered from M. De la Motte to 1 
Radcliffe, and not appearing the 
author of them from any hand- 
writing or fignature ; to which W 
observation it was axifwered, that 
Radcliffe received thepddptfrftwn 
Rougier, Which Rougier received 
from De la Motte, and* thus die 
chafm was filled up $ but bet* * 
doubt arofe, whether the '•> idttw 9 
which were copied by Sir Stanp* 

. Rotten j 
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jPoFt$n ^cre ,&e identical letters 
fo ftaceable toDe la Motte through 
ftadcliffe, fmd through Rougier, 
ip .qrdgr^to .complete the chain ne- 
ftfpuy to make the copies admif- 

The conftable who apprehended 
prjfoper, prove, d, that he threw 
federal papers out of his waiftcoat 
j$$et, which being read, appeared 
lo^eap account, comprehending 
jdl die particulars of Governor 
Johnftone’s fquadron, and intel- 
lpuce of pur marine in the dif- 
ports, their deftination and 
Cjpditiop, both with regard to 
wftuahing and ftrength. • 

J^r. Slater, the king’s mef- 
togcr, depofed, that he took Mr. 
j^ttprloh into cuftody at his houfe 

& ]Wickham, in the neighbour- 
ly of pQrtfroouth ; that Mr. 
Lytterloh made a free confeffion 
.qf Ms guilt, and by his direction 
he .^pind a bundle of papers in 
jtjegairlen, feveral of which were 
dr writing of the prifoner, 
to the Commandant of 
^and others to the Com- 
apdant of Cadiz, together with 
WWnctions to Mr. Lutterloh,from 
fte 1 prifoner, prelcribing a mode 
.gj^onduft during their connexion 
jp'fhe treasonable confpiracy a- 
this kingdom. 

JJr. Lutterloh was next called, 
his teftimony was of fo ferious 
K, that the court feeined in 
of aftpnilhment during the 
^e pf his long examination, 
"ft#, tj^at he embarked in a 
■Jfith the prifoner in the year 
~ to furnifh the French court 
w .. Secret intelligence of the 
Bavy 5 for which at nr 11 he received 
eight guineas a .month ; the 
Hpbce pf his information ap- 
however, fo clear to tne 
\Vql. XXIV. 



prifoner, that hfc fhortly after al- 
lowed him fifty guineas a month, 
befides many valuable gifts ; that 
upon any emergency he came poft 
to town to M. de 1a Motte, but 
common occurrences relative, to 
their treaty he fent by the poft. 
He identified the papers found in 
his garden, and the leals, he faid. 
Were M. De la Motte’s, and well 
knowp in France. He had been 
to Paris by dire6tion of the pri- 
foner, and was clofetted with 
Monfjeur Sartine, the French mi- 
nifter. He had formed a plqn for 
capturing Governor Johnftone’g 
fquadron, for which he demanded 
8000 guineas, and a third lhare 
of the fhips to be divided among!! 
the prifoner, himlelf, and his 
friend in a certain office, but the 
French court would not agree to 
yielding more than an eighth fh^re 
of the fquadron. After agreeing 
to enable the French to take the 
commodore, he went to Sir Hugh 
Pallifer, and offered a plan to 
take the French, and to defeat his 
original project with which he had 
furniffied the French court. Mr* 
Dunning was wearied out in crofs- 
examining this witnefs, and de- 
clared, he was fo fhocked that he 
rauft retire $ and, after ftaying up 
ftairs fome time, he went home 
extremely ill. Mr. Peckham then 
for a long time queftioned the 
witnels. 

On being feverely queftioned by 
Mr. Dunning, Lutterloh gave a 
ihort abftra£t of his life, of which 
the following are the moft remark- 
able circumftances : — About fif- 
teen years fince he came to Eng- 
land upon a vifit to an uncle, who 
was ambaffador from the Duke of 
Erunfwick y and going to a RJr. 
Taylors to learn English, he ke- 
' [Q] came 
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came enamoured of that gentle- 
man’s daughter, and married her, 
whereby he incurred the difplea- 
fure of his, relations. Being re- 
duced to diftrefs, he engaged as 
a livery fervant to Capt. Phillips, 
upon quitting whofe fervice he 
lived in the fame capacity with 
Mr. Wildman of Lincoln s Inn. 
Being difmifled from Mr. Wild- 
man he took a chandler’s fhop 
in Great Wild-ftreet, and having 
accepted the drafts of a relation 
to a confiderable amount, he was 
much harafied by the prefling 
importunities of his creditors, to 
avoid whofe importunities he re- 
tired to Germany, fome time after 
which he returned to England, 
and availed himfelf of an inlolvent 
aft. 

Being at Portfmouth during the 
late naval review, he gained em- 
ployment as book-keeper at the 
George Inn. In this lituation he 
projected a fcheme for purchafing 
arms in the petty German flates 
for the ufe of America, and vifited 
that quartef of the globe, in order 
to promote this plan, which how- 
ever was not attended yith fuccefs, 
and after this commenced his con- 
neftion with the prifoner. 

He acknowledged, that he fup- 
plied the prifoner with accounts of 
the date of the Weli-India fleet, 
the number of lick and wounded 
at Haflar, in a letter direfted to 
Mr. John Tweed, of Phifpot- 
lane, London, and that other in- 
formation was conveyed, under 
* cover of franks, to Mr. Wall, of 
’ Little Carrington-flreet, May fair, 

' who deals in pamphlets, news- 
papers, &c. 

He further confefled, that in 
violation of a folemn engagement 
with the prifoner, wherein it was 


llipulated, that they (Kould On HO 
confideration betray each other, 
after being raifed from a ftate of 

the moft extreme indigence to inde* 

pendency with refpeft to pecuniary 
circumftances, by his generofity, 
he had, with a view to make fome 
reftitution to the country he had 
been fo induftrious to injure, but 
more with a defign to enrich him* 
felf, communicated the whole par- 
ticulars of the iniquitous fchtmes 
In which he had been engaged. 

He was afked by Mr.* Dunning, 
whether, immediately after leav- 
ing the grand jury, when, the in* 
diftment was preferred, he did 
not lay to Rouifeau, that thete 
was not evidence for finding a Bitt 
without the fafts to which he was 
to fwear, but that his depofitions 
would caufe De la Motte to be 
convifted, in which cafe he lhould 
derive great profit. Thi* he di- 
nied ; but owned he had offered 
to lay a wager that De la Motte 
would be hanged A great num* 
ber pf letters which he, the wit- 
nefs, ' had fwom to be the hand- 
writing of De la Motte, relative 
to the Hate of our fleet, rates, 
guns, weight of metal, outfit, 
commanders, deftination, com- 
plement of men, &c. See. were 
read, and appeared to contain, the 
moft precile, and we prefume, ac- 
curate accounts, which fully cOn- 
firmed rbe obfervation made by the 
attorney-general, on his opening 
' the profecution, and which ‘he 
laid ought to be much regretted, 
“ that the great fums the prifoner 
had to dilpofe of enabled him to 
carry corruption to very great and 
dangerous lengths.” 

Mr. Roufleau depofed, that on 
the day when the indiftment wa» 
preferred before the grand jury, 
Lutter- 
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Lutterloh expreffed furrow for the la Motte, faid he was a French no- 
inelancholy lituation of De la bleman, and he would not call 
Motte, faying at the fame time he him prifoner, but an unfortunate 
*ould be hanged, for the miniffry gentleman, brought to the bar for 
would be glad of the opportunity his life through the contrivance of 
that was afforded them of gratify- a witnels, with whom M. De 
• Ihg their vengeance ; and adding, la Motte had been acquainted, and 
that he wi/hei he might be hanged, who, to fcreen himlelf from pu- 
for he could do his bu/uiefs better nilhment, had charged the offence 
without him. of a treafonable correfpondence 

, Mr. Lepel depofed, that he upon M. De la Motte. He took 
knew Luttcrloh when he kept a many other liberties with Mr. 
Chandler’s- fhop in Wild-ftreet, at Lutterloh in the courle of his ob- 

■ tVhich time he propofed to this fervations, and having ufed many 
deponent a plan for purchaling arguments to lhow that M. De la 
4 $,ooo ftand of arms for the ufe Motte had afted only as a trader 

' of the Americans, whereby, being from England to France, and that 
{ Mfted by Dr. Franklin and fome ^hc crime charged was more im- 
f German officers, a large fortune putable to Mr. Lutterloh, he called 
Slight be railed. two witneffes to impeach his cha- 

k Mr. Wildman fwore, that in rafter, but they failed in fuch kind 
, * 77 °> or 1 77 1. Lutterloh lived with proof. 

j: him as a fervant, during which time The folicitor - general was a con- 
j an accident happened (alluding hderable time in reply, and de- 
''to his bureau being broke open fended the evidence of Mr. Lut- 
| and rifled of about 80 or 90I.), but terloh ; and Mr. Juitice Bulled at 
did not pretend to affert, that f 1 * 11 * 5 o’clock began to charge the 
Lutterloh had been the robber; jury i in the courle of which, he 
: but his fufpicions, and the mo- laid, that collecting intelligence 
/fires which gave birth to them, f° r the purpoie of fumilhing our 
were fuch as to fully juftify him enemies, was high-treafon. 

In his own conference to refufe The jury, after a lhort deliber- 
Lutterloh a charafter when hedif- at ^ 01 b pronounced the prifoner 
milled him from his fervice. Guilty, &cc. as has been already 

■ After the examination of other related, in our Chronicle for July, 
witnefles to collateral circum- P* x ®4* 

'fiances, Mr. Peckharrt arofe and M. De la Motte was about five 
Combated the whole of the charge; feet ten inches in height, 50 years 
ind contended, that both in point of age, and of a comely counte- 
oflaw and faft, the indiftment nance; his deportment was exceed- 
muft fall to the ground, for that ingly genteel, and his eye was ex- 
i the overt afts were not proved, preliive of Itrong penetration. He 
land as to the papers deferibing the wore a white doth , coat and a 
^fiateof our fleet, and the Tick and linen waillcoat, worked in tam- 
j wounded feamen, they were no bour. After ientepce Mr. Aker- 
?more than what might be every * man’s fervants prepared to re- 
Jday read in a news-paper. He conduft him to priion, but being 
entered into the hiftory of M. De ignorant of their defign, he l’at iu 

[Q] 2 the 
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the chair in which he had fat dur- 
ing almoft the whole pf the trial* 
But upon the matter being ex- 
plained to him, he rofe, paid a 
polite obedience \o the court and 
retired. 


Copy of Lord George Gordon’s 
Corrcfpondcnce v;#i Lord North 
and Lord Southampton, Sep- 
. tember 3, 1781. 

To the Right Hon . Lord North, 
Fuji Lord of the Trcafury, fyc. 
$c. Sfc. 

“ My Lord, 

“ f I^YH E committee of corre- 
J fpondence for the Pro- 
teffant in te re It at Edinburgh, have 
done me the honour to intruft to 
my care a very valuable book to 
be delivered to the king. It is 
entitled Scotland s Oppqfitim to the 
Popijk Bill , and contains a collec- 
tion of all the declarations and re - 
fotutions published by the General 
' Affembly of the Chhrch q t Scot- 
land, and the different provincial 
fynods, prefbyteries, aflociate preif- 
byteries, kirk feffions, counties, 
cities, royal boroughs, boroughs, 
tpwns, parifhes, incorporations, 
and focieties throughout Scotland 
again!! the proppfed repeal of the 
Statutes enacted, and for ever 
ratified, by the Revolution and 
tJnion parliament, for preventing 
the growth of Popery > with an 
introduction, giving a ffiort hiftory 
pf the rife, prog refs, anjl effects 
of that national alarm ; and an 
Appendix, containing a (hort view 
of the Statutes at prefent in force 
in Scotland again it Popery, the 
nature of the Bill proposed to be 
brought into parliament for re- 
pealing thofe Statutes, and fome 
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remarks, (hewing the propriety 
and neceifity of oppofing fuch re- 
peal ; with a few hints on the con- 
stitutional and prudent mode ,qf 
oppofition . Printed by David Pa- 
te rfon, at Edinburgh. 

“ I think it right to feud thfc 
information to your lordfhip, ffi|t 
you may acquaint the k^gg, f, 
have a book of fuch confequen<;e 
to deliver into his majefty’s own 
hands ; and, that I humbly yait 
his majefty’s pleafure to knoy, 
whether I (hall have the .honour <jf 
prefenting it to his majeffy at 
public levee, or at hi9 private 
houfe, or when his majefty is .fit- 
ting upon the throne ? My wi^i is 
(at the fame time that 1, do ipy 
duty towards the people of Jut- 
land) to comply with all the forms 
and ceremonies of the Court <?f 
London, in approaching the king 
on a public fubjeCt of the deep$ 
political confideration. 

“ I have the honour tp he, 
my lord. 

Your lordffiip’ s mod obedient 
arid humble (ervant, 

G. Gordon. 

Welbeck-Jlrect , 

Sept . 3, 1781. 

“ N. B. Your lordffiip, on thi^ 
occafion, will have an opppetu- 
nity of adyifing with his maje$y 
oh a gracious anfwer, according 
to the principles laid down at tSte 
Reformation and Revolution, and 
the (trie! and folemn engagement 
to abide by thofe principles, which 
wAs the covenanted 1 bargain tB$t 
raifed the Prince of Orange ftsbin 
Holland, and his prefent majefn^* 
predeceffors from Hanover, to me 
throne of thefe kingdoms. A 
cious anfwer in time, to be read 
at the public meeting of the Fro- 
teftant 
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tcfiknt Alfociation on Wednedlay vered to ltu Royal Highheft the 
evening, might have the good Prince of Wales. 
clfeSk 'of tending in fome degree to [Here follows the title of the 
qiuetjthe minds and apprehenfions boot, as in the letter to Lord 
of the alfociation in general ; and. North.] 

Iam confident that fuch an an- “ I think it right to fend this 
filer would be looked upon, and information to your loidlhip, that , 
efeemed as a due attention to the y° u may acquaint the Prince of 
declarations and refutations of their Wales that I have a'boOk of fuch 
cohnfry, by the Scotch divifion of confequencC to deliver into his 
Proteftants in London ; who, per- royal hightiefs’s hands ; arid that 
mit me to tell your lord (hip, are 1 humbly wait his royal highnefs’s 
very refpettable irjdced, and nu- picture, to know when and 
merous too, about- twenty thou- where I (hall have the honour - 
land men, including the train of of preferring it tbhim. My with 
artillery at Woolwich, and the belt at tbe fame time that I do my 
pit of all the regiments of horfe dut y towards the people of Scot- 
ia! foot-guards. If your lordtiiip land > to comply with all the forms 
wasf to advife his maieliy to com- and ceremonies of his royal high- 
pUment them on their difeernment nels’s eftablifhment in approach- 
aid loyalty In oppofing the Popery in S the heir apparent of the Houfe 
Bill, I think it would be judicious, °i Hanover, on a public fubjeft 
pud in feafon." of tke deepeft political: confider- 

ation. 

The following anfwer was fent u ^ kave hbhour to be, 

Vf' the : ifight Hon. Lord' North my lord, 

to the Ifight Hbft. Lord George Your lordfhip's moft obedient 

{tetxion : and humble fervant, 

G. GokdoN. 

“ LORD Norths compliments Welbcck-Jlrect , 

to Lord George Gordon: if his Sept. 3, 1781. 4 

btdflilf; ha's any t>6ok to pretent 

tb the kirf^ he muffc pfhfebt it at " P. S. I have had the honour 
the le^eei" to receive great civilities, from 

^ration, Sept 1 . 8, 1781. ydur* lordfhip both in London and 

at Paris, and I have not forgot 

' The following letter \yasYent oft them - 1 have alwa y s looked U P 
the fame day to the Right Hon. to your lordfhip as a man of good 
£pr 5 Southampton, Gxoom of the uflderftanding and integrity, as 
Stole to his Royal tfighnefs the wel1 as of the Agreeable and 
Prince 0 f Wales : refined manners. I believe the 

public alfo, in general, think 
“ flifyLoVd, your lordfhip very well qualified 

“ THE committee of corre- for the high and important office 
{^faletfte fbt the Proteftant in- of firftlord in the eftablifhment of 

f feft at Edtnhtirgh, have' done me his Royal Highnefs the Prince of 
ehonodt to eiuruft to my care Wales; and I have no doubt, but 
tf very vafudbW bo6k, to be deli- your lordfhip will ufe the utmoft 

[Q] 3 of 
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of your abilities in guarding the 
heir apparent of the Houfe of Ha- 
nover, againft thofe principles 
and pra&ices which we in Scot- 
land could not put up with, even 
under our own ancient, heredita- 
ry, and royal family, of the Houle 
of Stuart, from whole loins your 
lordlhip is defeended. 

u permit me to allure your lord- 
fhip, I do not mention your royal 
defeent as any blemiih ; on the con- 
trary I think it very noble. But I 
with, indeed, to remind your lord- 
lhip, in a ferious manner, that we 
noblemen, whofe ancient families 
have been fo clofely related, allied, 
and attached to the royal Houfe 
of Stuart in former times of dan- 
gerous politics, have the difeeming 
eyes of the true Proteftant people 
throughout Europe and America, 
molt fteadily fi xed upon vs at this 
prefent moment \ therefore, our 
advice and conduft (as faithful 
friends to the Houfe of 1 Hanover, 
being Proteftants) ought to be ex- 
exemplarily decided in lupport of 
Reformation and Revolution prin- 
ciples.” 

Lord Southampton’s Anfwer to 
Lord George Gordon : 

, “ My Lord, 

•'HIS royal highnefs is out 
of town at prefent ; when I have 
an opportunity, I will lay your let- 
ter before hi in. 

“ I beg leave to apprife your 
lordlhip, that the Prince of Wales 
(not having a court) _ gives no au- 
dience. 

“ I have the honour to be, 
my lord. 

Your moll obedient 

humble fervant, 

Southampton.’* 
Sept, 6 , 1781. 


On Friday the 14th infant, 
Lord George Gordon came to the 
outward room at St. James’s wittf 
a book. The lord in waiting in- 
formed him, that nobody could 
be permitted to deliver a boot 
to the king without his majefty’s 
permiilion being firft afked and ob- 
tained. Lord George appeared at 
the levee without the book j and 
after the levee was over, the loftj 
in waiting took the king’s plea- 
fure, and fignitied to Lord Georgfc,* 
that his majefty having confidered 
Lord George Gordon’s letter id 
Lord North, announcing his' in- 
tention to deliver a book, did not 
think proper to admit Lord Geo. 
Gordon into his prefence, to pre- 
fent any book announced by fuchi 
letter. • * ^ ’ 1 


Remarkable Anions at Sea, 

Admiralty-Qffice,Marchi $ , 1781. 
Ext raft of a letter from Ueut. In- 
gles, commanding his Majefy’i 
Sloop Zephyr, to Mr. Stephens,’ 
dated Spithead, March 1 1,1781.* 

P LEASE to acquaint their 
lordlhips of his majeljy’s (loop 
Zephyr, under my command, be- 
ing arrived at . Spithead from the 
coaft of Africa, after a paftage at. 
57 days. . - 

I likewife have the honour of 
acquainting their lordihips, tbaton 
3 1 ft of O&obef laft, being juft re- 
turned to Goree from a cruize, I 
received intelligence frbm Gover- 
nor Wall of a French frigate of 
24 guns being in Gambia River, 
Which had taken two tranfports 
and two (loops there, wooding 
and watering for the garrifon of 
Goree. I immediately failed, with 
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the Polly Letter of Marque, mount- 
ing fixteen (hort four-pounders, 
with thirty men, under my com- 
mand, agreeable to the advice of 
Governor Wall. 

. On the ad of November, at 
eleven A. M. being at the en- 
trance of the river, faw four fail 
at anchor off Barra Point; found 
than to be one of the tranfports, 
two (loops, and a French frigate ; 
tjie tranfport mounted lixteen guns, 
was, as I heard, manned with 
Frenchmen and Negroes, belong- 
ing to Albedra, on the banks of 
Gambia, and interefted with the 
French, At twelve, the tranfport 
and two (loops were fet on fire, the 
other tranfport being burnt the 
preceding day. . At one P. M. the 
enemy’s (hips being under weigh, 
and the Zephyr within piftol-lhot 
of her, a warm aftion enfued, and 
Ufted till four P. M. when, through 
chafing, the Zephyr and enemy 
grounded, at v?ry near low wa- 
ter, as dole to each other as be- 
fore, which occasioned the aft ion 
to be renewed with redoubled vio- 
lence, hence more refembling two 
battepe# op (hore, than a fea fight. 
During the greateft part of the 
a&ion, the letter of marque was^ 
anchored three quarters of a mile 
a-ftem; but, notwithftanding, a 
continual fire was kept up by the 
Zephyr and enemy till fix, when 
the enemy (truck, with the lofs of 
twelve killed, and twenty -eight 
wounded; the Zephyr two killed, 
and four wounded, her bowfprit, 
main- top- matt, and main yards 
foot away, her hull* malls, yards, 
(ails, and rigging very much (bat- 
tered, infoniuch, that with the 
greateft difficulty on the twelfth 
We arrived at Goree. During the 
, ^hole of the aftign, the Zephyr 


was in the utmoft danger from 
fire- r afts, both under her bows 
and ftem ; but luckily the de* 
ftruftive intentions of the enemy 
proved abortive. 

After boarding the enemy* 
found her to be the Senegal 
(Lieutenant Commandant Allery) 
the French king’s (hip, mounting 
eighteen fix-pounders, and 126 
men, but fought the Zephyr with 
twenty- two, owing to tranfport- 
ing guns. She was formerly the 
Racehorfe, commanded by Lord 
Mulgrave, and lately the Senegal, 
in his majefty's fervice. As (he 
was of great detriment to his ma- 
jefty's trading fubjefts on the coaft 
of Africa, the taking of her gives 
me the utmoft jfteal'ure and fatif- 
faftion. 

On our arrival on the 12th at 
Gorce from Gambia, Governor 
Wall gave me information of two' 
velfels being off Senegal Bar, tak- 
ing in gum. Ready to aft con* 
fonant with his information, tho* 
in fo (battered a condition, and 
the Senegal not condemned, from 
which the property of the captors 
was at ffake, we chearfully con- 
fented to preceed in purfuit of the 
apparent fuccefs ; but’ the wind 
being at N. E. direftly contrary, 
and the Zephyr in an infirm fi- 
liation, after beating five days 
out at fea, the (hips were obliged 
to return to Goree, in order to 
refit, on purpofe that we might a 
fecond time be able to attempt the 
expedition. 

On our return the condemnation 
of the fhip Senegal was entered 
upon, and the Judge Advocate 
demanding an inventoiy, proper 
officers and men were fent from 
the Zephyr for that purpofe, and 
that of refitting her For the afore- 
[Q] 4 fa0 
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faid expedition ; but alas ! through 
fome unknown caufe, on the 2id 
of November, (he was unhappily 
blown up, with the lofs of Lieut. 
George Crofts, and 22 others, 
officers and Teamen, fpecified by 
the inclofed lilt. 

I flatter myfelf their lordfhips 
Will fhew all neceffary indulgence 
to the officers and Teamen’s friends, 
who nobly and gallantly fupport- 
ed me in the late a6tion, and un- 
luckily fuffered by the above ac- 
cident. 

A Lift of the Officers and Seamen 
belonging to his Majefty’s Sloop 
Zephyr, who were blown up in 
tjie French Kings Frigate, La 
Senegal, Lieutenant Allery, 
Commandant, on the 2'2d of 
November, 1780. 

Geo. Crofts, lieutenant ; Fran- 
cis Fyffe, mate ; Lauder Ruther- 
ford, able } Tho. Harris, boat- 
Iwain ; "V^m. Trample tt, gunner ; 
Thomas Nefbit, clerk ; John Cro- 
ker, captain’s mate ; John Farmin- 
t’er, fail -maker ; P. M'Kewen, 
quarter - gunner ; Henry Clark, 
able ; Mark Short, ditto ; George 
Williams, ditto ; John Oakes, 
ditto ; Cabel Cornwall, ditto 5 
Andrew Buchanan, ditto; Wm, 
Forfyth, captain’s fervatit ; John 
Lawler?, able 3 Thomas Smith, 
ditto; Wm. Baker, ditto; Tho. 
Crofs, ditto ; Jo. Hall, ditto ; 
Thomas 0‘Hdra, ditto. 

Tranfattiom on board the Nonfuch, 
in an Engagement between the 
14 th and i$th of Mat/ 1781, re- 
eerccd in Vice- Admiral Darbys 
Letter of the i qtk of Mdp. 

/" VN the 14th, being the look- 
out {hip from the vart Tqua- 
dron, at eight A. M. Taw three 
Tail in the N. E. made the fignal. 


chafed ; foon after we feW 1 
in the E. S. E. which Wh tobt 0 : 
be a French line of battle fhtpf 
chafed, gained upon her. - ■■ XI i 
about half paft ten at night cafitff J 
along- fide of her ; (he gaMe uiTfcr j 
broadfide, we returned it; ffif. , 
dropt aftem, we Wore and* fSMP .j 
her ; we continued the a&ioit > 
near an hour, during fome paffdf j 
which We Were on board 1 ora ii^ \ 
other ; {he carried away oiir {tt 3 & f 1 
fail yard, and our ahchbr bboKttljF j 
her quarter edrried dway th'efltffiJ * j 
of it. All this time {he hiB 0 ' 
much the Wofft of the a&ion, tiS? , 
{be took the opportunity of qSr 
heads being different ways to > 

all the fail {he could to get aw3}jy ' 
we wore and chafed her agSflfi^. 1 
our mizen-maft being entirely <fl£ ( • 
abled prevented' oift* getting #*. 
with her before five A. iVf. ItBStoj? * ' 
day-light, we could diftittgiiUK J§' ’ ] 
another plalnjV ; ffib afppea ! $$ W « 
be a French 80 gufl lMp, inf g 88 ( j 
order for battik 

Some people on board uA' dHRt 1 
pretend to krioW, fd/ ffifc if tlfcf 
Languedoc. At five we bfe'garf 
a 6 tion again, and continued tfflf < 
half paft fix, when finding 
much difabled, thle fofe-yatdcd&- : 
ing down, all the ritafts, pm 
Tails and rigging much hurt; gjfiil 
diimounted ; the Wreck of tiafij 
and dead arid wounded* men 
the deck ; I thought it prdpeY <8 
haul our wind, in order to clfitf 
it. The enemy kept oh heV 
for Bre’ft. 

Our lofs in ihen is £6 kille$ 
and 64 wounded*. 

(Signed) Ja*. Wifct J&£ 

* Among the former t are no oukijfj 
but among the latter are, vizi. $r. Spra 
ift, Mr. Falconer' 3 d, Mf. Mafic : ff 4® 
lieutenants, Mr. WillWftnf, JletiW* 

nant ; Mr. Stone, raaftcr j Mr. Hetham* 
boatfwain. 

' Extrnft 
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Mt& 6 fdLit&r‘fi(*n Caft. Wm. 
#eeVeVfoll?attis, of His Majeftfs 
S&jl Ptdfa, to Mr. Stephens*, &- 
crtfafy to the jf’ckmb'alty, dated 
SjfltKead, June 2 7, 1781. 

/\N May 29 th, difccreririg 
V/ two Dutch frigates, we (the 
Fora afid Crefcefit) prepared fbr 
htotfediate a&ion j but the Wind 
totaling to a ftofttt, obliged us 
to wiut a mote favourable oppor- 
tunity. At fevert ih the evening 
the gale abated, and the next 
dirfjf the fea was confiderably 
Having kept the enemy' 
t all night, at day break we 
_ d towards them, and at five 
d>mrfi£nced the aftion, fhip againft 
ffeii, Within a cable’s length of 
ora other, Which Was continued 
Without iritermitlion for two hours 
did a‘ quarter, when our adver- 
tt^ftnick her colours. She prov- 
A'tb b&‘ the Caftor frigate, of 
Rotterdam, cbrhmAhded by Cap- 
tain Pieter Melvill, mounting 26 
ahd 10 fix-pounders; her 
dflbjflefeeHt confiding of 230 
> men. 

The action between the Crefcent 
M Brill, a'fHgnte of the fame 
& the Caltor, Counting 2 6 
$8f$e, ^ fix, and Sf four pounder- 
A, tforitinuted fome minhtes lorig- 
eft when an unlucky fhot carrying 
away the main and mizen malts 
tit titer Crfcfceht, ahd the wreck 
within boards Whereby her 
Aifrwfere rendered ufetefs aha the 
mb ungovernable, Capt. Paken- 
ltim WaS reduced to the (fifagfee- 
^i' n^eetfity of ftrikiiig the king's 
seeing her fithation, We, 
titH&gttlit difftchb:/, ’got ouf fhip ? s 
ifeid; towards- her, and by that 
riftStifr priWShtSti the ebeVhy tak- 
ing \ mdtivtc of heft wW iftade 
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off in the heft manner they could. 
Had our difabled ftate been fuch 
aS to have permitted us to have 
pUrfbed, the bad condition of the 
Crfefcetit and Caftor (both of 
which (hips made between four 
ahd five feet Water an hour) would 
have rendered fuch a ftep unjufti- 
fiable. 

The fteady ahd refolute beha- 
viour of my officers and crew on 
this occafion, merits my warmelt 
praife and admiration ; and I hope 
will recommend them to their loid- 
lhips favour. 

It would be doing injuftice to 
the merit of Captain Pakenham, 
his officers, and fhip’s company, 
if I concluded my letter without 
acknowledging they did as much 
as men could do to fiipport the 
dignity of the Britifh flag, till that 
unfortunate accident, which depriv- 
ed them of every means of refift- 
ance, and the fuccefs that would 
otherwife have attended. The 
Brill muft haVe received con- 
fiderable damage from the Cre- 
fcent ; her main-maft was feen to 
go by the board early in the after- 
noon. 

I beg you will acquaint their 
lordfhips, that I took upon me to 
recommiffion his majeftys fhip thef 
Crefcent, and appoined my firft 
lieutenant, Mr. John Bligh, to 
the command of her j reinftating 
the reft of the officers ; and that 
Lieutenant Ellery, fecond lieut. 
of the faid fhip, having fince died 
of the wounds he' received in ac- 
tion, I haVe appointed Mr. Peter 
Creed, Mafter of the Flora, whom 
I ftrortgfy recomihended to their 
lordfhips for prdmCtidn, after ^he 
arftion with the Nytnph, to fue- 
led him ; Which fteps I hope 
their lordfhips will approve. In 

toy 
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my own fhip I have appointed Mr. 
John Evans to a£t as third lieu- 
tenant, a young man who has 
ferved his time in the navy, ?md 
who is very deferving pf promo- 
tion. 

The following is an account of 
the killed and wounded on board' 
his majefty’s frigates Flora and 
Crefcent, and the Dutch frigate 
Caflqr. 

f 9 killed, 

fIora 1 3 2 wounded. 

gn, r . (26 killed, 

re cen | wounded. 

Caftor { 22 killed 

l 41 wounded. 

I am forry to add to this letter 
a circuraftance which gives me in- 
finite concern. * 

As loon as the damages of the 
three fhips were repaired in the 
heft manner we were able, which 
employed us five days, we pro- 
ceeded on our paflage without 
interruption, till the 19th inft, 
when early in the morning, in 
lat. 47, ]Si. long. 6. 30. W. being 
in chace of a privateer brig, which 
had dogged us all night, and part 
of the preceding day, I difcover j 
ed, upon the clearing away of a 
fquali, two fhips to windward, 
edging towards me \ upon which 
I veered fhip, and returned to the 
Crefcent and Caftor, flattering 
myfelf the appearance of our force 
united would check the ardour 
of their purfuit : but in this I 
was miliaken ; they ftill continued 
the chafe, encouraged, I have no 
doubt, by the difabled appearance 
of my contorts, and gained upon 
us very faft. Confcious of our 
a6tual want of Itrength, I did not 
think it advifeable to hazard an 
action, and my officers were un- 
animoully of the fame opinion. 


EG IS TER, 1781. 

Each (hip therefore (haped a differ* 
ent courfe, and about one o’clock 
P. M. -I had the mortification to 
fee the Caftor retaken by one of 
the frigates, which fired a gun, 
and hoifted French colours, though 
till that moment they had chafed 
under Epglifh. The other frigate, 
npt being able to come up with 
the Flora, bore away about three 
o'clock, after the Crefcent, and, a$ 
the night was clear, I am appre- 
henfive fhc fared the fame fate w 
the Caftqr. 

When their lordfhip§ reflect how 
reduced the complement of his 
majesty ’s fhips were by the lolk 
of the killed and wounded, and 
from the number of men fent on 
board the prize, viz. 38 from the 
flora* and nearly the fame num; 
ber fr^m the Crefcent (which 
men were conftaqtiy employed at 
the pumps to keep the fhip free), 
I flatter myfelf they will acquit 
me of having adted improperly on 
tjris occafjpn. 

N. B. The Flora had 3$ gwjs, 
and 270 men ; the Crefcent 28; 
guns, and 209 men. 

Admiralty Office, Sept. 18, 1781. 
Edtrati of a Letter from Captain 
Curtis to Mr. Stephens, date c( 
Brilliant, Gibraltar, Augvjt 7, 
1781. * / 

I B E Q you will be pleafipd to ac- 
quaint my lords commiifioners, 
that his majefty’s (loop Helena ar- 
rived here this morning. 

Her approach was dilcovered by 
the enemy and us at the fame time^ 
about five o’clqck. She was in thfi 
Gut, to the fouthward of CabariUj 
Point, and nearly a third of the. 
way over from it towards Europa. 
It was perft&ly calm, and the 
‘ Helena 
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Helena was rowing for the {lock. 

I immediately took the Repulle 
And Vanguard gun-boats, with 
all the boats of the (hips, and 
Went for her as expeditioufly as 
pofible. Fourteen gun- boats of 
}he enemy, carrying each one 26- 
ponnder in the bow, moved alfo 
from Algeziras, accompanied by 
ieveral launches. Thefe boats got 
oh falter than } could proceed 
with the Repulfe and Vanguard, 
and before eight o’clock thole of 
them the moft advanced com- 
menced their fire upon the Hele- 
na, being then within half gun- 
jhot. She returned it with great 
deliberation and effe6t, but ftill 
Continuing to ufe her oars. The 

r r part of the gun-boats were 
clofe to her, and the clouds 
qS grape and other ffjot, that Teem- 
ed ajmoft to bury her, were really 
* hftmilhing. However, fbe did not, 

^Without fome aid, bear long this 
teiry unequal combat* The Re- 
pnlfe and Vanguard began a well- 
Jnt&ed fire upon the enemy, 
bring fo placed as was deemed 
the moft efficacious to cover the 
Helena, and to annoy them. The 
commencement of the fea-breeze 
having got to the Helena, lbe 
(non reached us, the enemy (till 
perfevering in their attempt upon 
her; fome of them firing at her 
broadfide, and others keeping a- 
fterti, raking her. : However, the 
fteadinefs and bravery exhibited on 
hoard the Helena, and the well- 
applied grape from the Repulfe 
and Vanguard, very foon madele- 
veral of them retire 3 and they all 
fled by ten o’clock, allowing us 
to tow the Helena into the Mole 

• Captain Roberts was firft Lieutenant of the Quebeck with Capt. Far- 
mers when (he was burnt in the a£fion with the Surveillant. 

‘ not 


without farther molettatioif. 
xebec, mounting between twenty 
and thirty guns, which was lying 
near to Cabarita Point, got under 
way when the breeze came, and 
advanced to join the gun-boats \ 
but, upon feeing them retire, Ihc 
retired /all©. 

The malts, fails, rigging, and 
furniture of the Helena are cut all 
to pieces, and the hull a good deal 
damaged 3 but it is wonderful, as 
it is fortunate, the boatiwain was 
the only man who was killed on 
board her. 

The bravery, the coolnefs, and 
the judicious conduit of Gaptaiii 
Roberts*, do him infinite honour: 
his officers and men deferve the 
higheft commendation. 

An Account of the Action betwift 
the Savage Sloop of War of 16 
Guns , Capt. Stirling, and the 
Congrefs, an American Frigate 
of so Guns, Capt. Gedd\s\jrom 
a Letter of Capt. Stirling’s to 
Keul- Admiral Graves,, 

Lancajler , Sept: 23 , 1781. 

sra, 

I T is with the moft poignant 
grief I acquaint your excellen- 
cy of the capture of his majefty’s 
{loop Savage, late under my com- 
mand, the particulars of which I 
have the honour to tranfmit.— 
Early in the morning of the 6th 
inlt. 10 leagues ealt of Charles 
Town, we elpied a ffiip bearing 
down on us, who when about 
four miles diitant, hauled her wind 
to the eaftward, (hewing, by her 
appearance (he was an Ame- 
rican cruizer 3 her force could 
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rt'bt be lo eafily diftinguilhed : I 
therefore gave way to the pleating 
idea that (he was a privateer, car- 
rying 20 nine-pounders, whom I 
Kiwi intelligence was cruizing off 
here, and inftantly refolved either 
to bring her to action, or oblige 
her to quit the coaft; for which 
purpofe we gave chafe, but Were 
prevented continuing it long, by 
her edging down, feeminglv deter- 
mined to engage us. Confcious of 
her fuperiority in failing and force, 
this manoeuvre coincided with my 
wiflies. I caufed the Savage to lay 
by, till we perceived, on her nearer 
approach, lhe was far fuperior to 
What we imagined, and that it was 
neceffaiy to attempt making our 
cfcape, without fbme fortunate fi^ot, 
in the courfe of a running fight 
(which We faw inevitable) , admitted 
our taking advantages, and bring- 
ing on a more equal conflict. At 
hhlf paft tbit lhe began firing her 
bow’ chafers, and at eleven, being 
dofe on our quarter, the adtion 
commenced with mufquetry, which 
after a good deal of execution, 
was followed by a heavy cannon- 
ade on both tides. In an hour’s 
rime I had the mortification to' fee 
our braces and bowlings (hot away, 
afnd not a rope left to trim the 
feB with, notwithftanding every 
prfcoaution had been taken : how- 
ever, our fire was fo conftant and 
Wfcll-dfredked, that the enemy did 
not fee our fituation, but kept 
along fide of us, till accident 
obliged hitrt to drop aftern. The 
SaVage was now aftnoft a 1 wreck ; 
her fells, rigging, and yards, fo 
irttiCh cut, that it war. with the 
wtrriflft difficulty we could alter our 
petition time enough to avoid being 

raked; the enemy' lying" diredlty 
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athwart our Hem for fbme mi fifcfijgL 
This was the only intermiffibn m 
great guns, but mufquetfy afid jflfc 
tols (til! did execution, and con& 
nued till they opened again, 
was not till both (hips welfirjJi 
mod on board each other, W/k 
the battle became more 
than before. Our quarter- 
and forecaftle were foOn nown 
cleared, fcarce a man belong 
to either not being killed 
wounded, with three guns on dfr 
main deck rendered uftlefs. m 
this fituation, we fought netf M 
hour, with only five fix-pdtadeftj 
the fire from each (MpVgU? 
fcorching the men who oppoW 
them, (hot and other implemdKS 
of war thrown by hand * 
execution ; when our mket^i 
being lhibt away by the 
our main-rtiaft tottering, Withi 
three fhrbuds (landing ; tfc! 4 ; 
on fire dangeroufiy; only 401 
Oil duty to oppofe' the foe, vflW 
Was attempting ' to boahl u&*'£f 
three places 5 no fuccOUT iirfigte . 
or pombilltv of making futtw 
refinance; I Was necefiitated, it 
a quarter before three, P. Mf-tft’ 
furrendbr to the Cotigreft, a~pnv 
vate (hip of wat, belonging tri 
Philadelphia, who carried %i$ 
men, and mounted 20 twelve- 
pounders on her main-deck, and 
four fixes aboVe, fourteen of which 
were fought on one fide. She 
loft during the adtiOn eleven men, 
and had near thirty wounded^ 
feveral of them mortally; her 
marts, her fails, and rigging/vtee 
fo much damaged, that lhe was 
obliged to return to port, Whkfi 
partly anfwered my Wiflies pWf 
to the adtion, as great part of the 
Carolina Trade wa£ daily expe< 5 faj 
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<311 the coaft, and this privateer we 
faw failed remarkably faft. Three 
d?ys were employed putting her 
in a condition to make fail, and 
five for.the Savage, who was ex- 
ceedingly flattered. Indeed it is 
^aiming more damage was not 
done, as the weather was fine, 
water remarkably fmooth, 
fwl t^e fhips never thirty yards 
founder. 

The courage, intrepidity, and 
good behaviour of the officers and 
Slip’s cqmpany I.lud the honour 
to command, deferve the highefl 
commendations, and my warmeft 
thinks. 

lieutenant Shiels diftinguifhed 
hinuelf by his gallantry, activity, 
and attention ; as did Mr. Gvam 
the gunner. Mr. Wightman, the 
matter, fell early in the a£tion, by 
which I loft the affiitance of a 
good officer. The inferior offi- 
• cers behaved well in their refpec- 
tive ftations ; and the men fought 
with a cool, determined valour,, 

■ that will ever redound to their 
credit. I cannot conclude without 
obferving, that Captain Geddis and 
vthe officers of the Congrefs, after 
fighting us bravely, treated us 
When prifoners with great huma- 
nity. Inclofed is a return of the 
killed and ‘wounded. I have the 
honour to be, &c. &c. 

Charles Stirling. 

fiisExcdlwcy Rear-Adm. Graves . 

A liji of the officers and men Mile $ 
apj -wounded on board his majcftys 
floop Savage, Sept. 6 / 1781 . 
Killed, matter and 7 Teamen : 

: wotinded, captain, lieutenant, 
3 midfhip.mcn, 21 feamen: to- 
> tal ^4. 

Charles Stirling. 


Ex trad of a letter form Vise Ad- 
miral Arbuthnot, to Mr. Stephens, 
dated Bedford, ^ Sandy Hook, 
July 4, 17,81. 

1 HAD the honour to mention, 
in my letter qf this date, my 
intention of reporting fume parti- 
cular circumftances refpe&ing the 
capture of tjie Atalanta •, they 
are communicated in the inclofed 
paper. 

The Atalanta, with a gallantry 
that does her captain the highfeit 
honour, maintained the a&ion 
fome time after the Trepatfey 
ftruck, until fhe was a wreck, 
in which ltate lhe was carried to 
Halifax. 

The hehayipur of Lieutenant 
Samuel Arden, of the Atalanta 
was brilliant beyond expreffion : 
he loft his right arm in the fight, 
and, the inftant it was d.reft, re- 
fumed his ftation on deck, where 
he remained until fhe ftruck, not- 
withftanding his weaknefs and lpls 
of blood. 

I doubt not, thefe matters will 
be thought entitled to their lord ; 
fhips confideration. 

Report of Mr . Philip Windfor, late 
Majlcr of his Tjiajeflfs Sloop th$ 
TrepafTey, in Halifax Harbour , 
June 1 1 , 1781 , viz. 

ON Sunday the 27 th of May, 
1781, being on a cruize with the 
Atalanta floop, by order from the 
commanding officer at St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, in lat. 41. long. 
6 1 . W. faw a fail at three P. M. 
S. E. diftant 4 leagues 3 we bore 
up, and came within one league ; 
finding her a large fhip, fuppofed 
her a two-decker, and night com* 

in g 
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ing on we hauled otir wind, and 
failed in fight of her all night. 
About twelve at noon the iiext 
day, it being alftioft calm, dnd 
the ftrange fhip about half a mile 
to leeward, the hoiftfcd Rebel co- 
lours, and gave the Atalanta and 
tis a broadfide, we being then very 
nigh to each other j we then borfe 
up clofe alongfide of her, the Ata- 
lanta on the (tarboard, and the 
Trepafiey on the larboard quarter, 
and began to engage. About an 
hour after the aftiori began, Capt. 
Smith, of the Trepatfey, waft 
killed $ upon which I fertt to 
Lieutenant King to acquaint him 
thereof, in order to his refum- 
ing the command, and engaged 
the enemy in the fame pofition 
for two hours and an half longer, 
and at laft (truck the colours, in 
obedience to the orders he fent 
me by Mr. Samuel Pitts, a mid- 
(hipman of the (hip: we loft five 
feamen killed, and ten wounded in 
the a&ion, which ended at half 
pad three P. M. The Atalanta 
continued to engage fome time, 
and then (truck alio. 

The rebel frigate proved to be 
the Alliance. 

Captain Edwards of the Ata- 
lanta, and his lfeutenant, and alfo 
Lieutenant King of the Trepafiey, 
are carried away as prifoners, and 
myfelf was left in charge of the 
two (hips companies put on board 
of the Trepatfey by Mr. Berry, 
Captain of the Alliance, who for 
that purpofe difiabled and turned 
the Trepafiey into a cartel brig ; 
and have brought her in here, with 


dire&idns to! fend the cartel fo 
Bofton, as Rebel property. 

feeing thus left in charge of 
tbele people, I thirfk it my duty 
to acquaint you thereof; ai com- 
inanding officer, requefting tt> be 
difpofed of in fiich mariner as jroti 
(hall dire&j and being rtady to 
anfwer to any court-martial for my 
(hare and proportion in the de^ 
fence and lofs of his maielly’s fail 
Hoop. 

(Signed) 

Phili* Winds ok, Maftef 
of the Trepatfey. 
N. B. The Atalanta (loop had 
1 6 guns and 125 men j the Tre- 
palley Hoop 14 guns and 80 men. 


Extraft of a Letter from Lord Geti. 
Germain, to the Commiffmeri 
appointed to rejiore Peace to 
America, dated Whitehall**-, 
March 7, 1781*. 

“ 'I* HAVE received your dif- 
X patches of the 2d of Jan.' 
together with the letter from Sir,- t 
Henry Clinton of the 21ft of the ;> 
fame month, and have had the 1 
honour to lay them before his ma** 
jefty. The proclamation of 29th 
December, which came inclofed 
with your dilpatches, will, i hope, 
produce thofe good effe6ts which 
you expert from it, and which, 
by its being fo well-timed, gives 
every reafoU to hope for. It will 
be a great fatisfa&ion to me to 
prefent the king with an addrefs 
from any one of the revolted pro* 
vinces, begging your intercelfion 


* This letter and the one following, were taken by the French in th^ 
packet for North America, and were afterwards publiflud in the 
■ dam Gazette. r r.* 
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t of pifdon, and its being reftored 
to the privilege of Britifh fub- 
je&s. The narrow limits within 
which you have circumfcribed 
your exceptions, and the gene- 
rality of affurances given by you 
of$e-eftabli(hing the former con- 
ftitutions, were, I doubt not, very 
judicious, neceffary, and conve- 
nient : but as there are many 
things in the conftitution of fome 
of thofe colonies, and indeed in 
all of them, in which the people 
wiflied to fee fome alterations ; 
and there being others, which it 
is the common intereft of both 
countries to change, you mull be 
veiy careful left either your ac- 
tions or proclamations fhould 
preclude a thorough inveftig^tion 
of thofe objects, or prevent the 
poffibility of introducing, in their 
conftitution, fuch alterations as 
the people may chafe to grant or 
4 Slicit.” 

ixtraft of a Letter from William 
Knox, Efq; Secretary to Lord 
Geo. Germain, to James Simp- 
fon, Efq; dated Whitehall, 

■ March 7, 1781. 

“ TT OPE you will be as good 
JL 1 as your word, and write 
to me as foon as you can reach 
New-York. When I confider, 
from the deplorable condition of 
the rebellious forces, and our 
great fuperiority, that the inha- 
bitants of the revolted provinces 
will probably folicit for a nego- 
ciation, and perhaps fuch a re- 
queft may. come from Congrefs 
itfelf, I wifh you to be prefen t ; 
for knowing your perfect ac- 

f iintance with the difpofitions 
the inhabitants to republican 
principles, and** their utter av^r- 


fion to monarchy, it may be in 
your power to prevent the cemmif- 
fioners making any conceflion that 
may tend to keep up thofe princi- 
ples amongft the inhabitants, and 
to fee that no alteration be made 
in their conftitutions, as it is in- 
tended to eftablifh amongft them 
diftin&ions of rank, and new mo- 
del their government, by that of 
Great Britain. This method would 
certainly be more advantageous to 
the people, as it would bind them 
more firmly to this country, and 
be the means of preventing cala- 
mities limilar to thofe they now 
experience.” 


Copy of a Letter written by Mr, 
Meyrick to General Arnold. 

T HE following copy of a let- 
ter written by Mr. Mey- 
rick, one of the army agents in 
London, to General Arnold, was 
found in the packet, which was 
intercepted in its paffage to New- 
York : — 

ParUamen t-ftreet , 3 otk Jan . 1781. 
“ S I R, 

I have received the honour 
of your different letters, inclofmg 
bills of exchange upon Harley and 
Drummond (bankers to the court) 
to the amount of 5,0001. fterling, 
of the receipt of which I regu- 
larly gave you notice. On the 
day they were paid, I placed the 
fum in the funds in compliance 
with your intimation ; and as the 
time was extremely favourable, I 
flatter myiclf with the pleafure 
of meeting your approbation, and 
that you will be pleafed with the 
manner in which i have, difpofed 
of it. 

As 
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As it is probable tb?t -fame or- 
ders n^ay arrive from you, dir$&- 
ing tbe.dilpofal pf your money 'w 
fon^e different way from that ip 
Which .1 ha\ c employed it, J 
thought it bell not to fi^t up .en- 
tirely, us a long time might elapfe 
before I received from you the ne- 
cefiaiy powers for transferring the 
capital, in cafe J had purchafed 
the flock in your name; mean 
while the dividends CQuld not have 
been received for your uie.— The 
fnethod I have .adopted is com- 
monly pm&ifed in fmilar .cafes, 
and I can immediately alter it jpi 
whatever manner you think pro- 
per, as foon as you will do me the 
honour to give me notice of your 
fentiments by a letter. The ac- 
count is as follows : 

Bought by Mefifrs. Samuel and 
William Schpley, Stock-Brokers, 
for JVlajor-General Arnold, 7,oool. 
fieri ing in the new annuities, at 
72 J per. cent, in tie manner fol- 
lowing : 

£, s. 4 . 

Under the name of 
Major- Gen. Bene- 
dict Arnold, iool. 
llerling flock, at 
72 J per cent, in 
thenew confolidated 
annuities, at 4 per 
cent, and 6,pool. 
v llerling in the fame 
fund,, under the 
name of JamesMey- 
rick, Efq; 4,^7 10 O 

Com million to the 

Brokers B 15 o 

Letter of attorney for 
receiving the divi- 
dends 016 
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Th§m tb$n ¥ # 

5,090!. thr§e pounds thirteqi fhil- 
fjngs and fix-penqe. 

* Thus by this method* if I ft* 

* c$iye any inftruCtions from you fqr 
employing ypur money in a differ- 
ent manner, I can fell out the 
ripool. and difpofe pf your mo- 
ney agreeable to your directip^s 
before this Utt$r reaches you; apjl 
if it is your .^ifh that it ftuwW 
main in the funds, it can be placed 
under your name, by my trans- 
ferring the 6,9001. and joining it 
to your iqoI. The r$afpn ,°f 
purchafing the latter fum in your 
name, was, that you might have 
an account open. The letter of 
attorney, here enclofed, enable 
me alfo to rec^eiye the divid^M? 
for the whole 7,000!. after I bap 
transferred, if it is your v wifh tbfct 
I fhould do it. I hope that IhuY« 
now explained every thing 
ficiently, and I can afliire you, 
have a6led with greater care in this 
tranfaction than if it had been ^ 
myfelf. . 

I .have the honour to.be* 

Sir, , * 

Your moftjpt^dieifi if. 

and mod humble fervant, ^ 
Jamies Msyrick." 


T HE following lettpr from 
his Excellency Gen. Wafli- 
ingtpn was intercepted with many 
others, and published in the ||?w- 
York Gazette for April 4^1, 1781. 

General Wafliingtpn, on Public 
Service ; 

To tfieHonqvrable Senjjimm Ha 
rifon, Efq; Speak#' of fhe , 

°f legates, iRichmonjd, 

£- 4 > 99 & 6 6 ginia. ' 
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ihad Quarters, New Wmdfor, 
March s7> 178*. 

DiAR Sir,, 

Oil my retufn from Newport, 

I found your favbur of the 1 6th 
bf fibruhiy, With it$ inclolures, 

& Head (Quarters . I exceeding- 
ly Te grct that I fcould not have 
pleafure of feeing you, not 
billy from perfoiial motives, but be- 
tauJe I could havb entered upon 
the fubje6t of your million, in a 
toifch more free ahd full manner 
tfian is proper to be committed 
to .papeh 

I very early faw the difficulties 
tad dangers to Which the fouthem 
fetes would be expofed for re* 
fowfes of cloathing, arms, and 
«®ihunitibri, and recommended 
Magazines to b£ eftabiifhed, as 
&tnple as their circumltances would 
jAnit. It is true, they are not io 
SB of theh as the northern flates ; 
jut they ought for that reafon to 
Wfe been more affiduous in raif- 
*ng a 'permanent force, to have 
Bin always ready, becaufe they 
c&ttot draw a head of men to- 
jcthef, fuddenly as their ex- 
igencies may require. That policy 
has unhappily not been purfUed 
either here of there, and we are 
now fullering from the remriant of 
& Britilh army what they could 
n6t, in the beginning, accompliih 
with their forces at the* highlit. 
As your requifitions go to men, 
arms, ammunition, and cloathing, 
I fha.ll give you a (hort detail of our 
lituation and profpe&s, as to the 
tirlt, and of our fupplies and ex- 
pectations as to the three laft. 

Men. By the expiration of the 
times of lervice of the old troops, 
by the dilcharge of the levies en- 
gaged for the campaign only— -and 
Vol. XXIV. 


by the unfortunate diflolution of 
the Penhfylvanian line, I was left, 
previous to the march of the de- 
tachment unaer the t command of 
ihe Marquis de la Fayette, with 
a garrifon barely fufficient for the 
fecurity of Wed Point — and two 
regiments in Jcrfey, to fupport the 
communication between the Dela- 
ware and North River. The York 
troops I had been obliged to fend 
up for the fecurity of the frontiers 
of that dale. Weak however as 
we were, I determined to attempt 
the ditlodgment of Arnold in con- 
junction with the French fleet and 
army, ^nd made the detachment to 
which I have alluded. 

In my late tour to the eadward, 

1 found the accounts I had re- 
ceived of the progrefs of recruiting 
in thofe dates, had been much ex- 
aggerated — and I fear we fhall, in 
.the end, be obliged again to take 
a great proportion of their quota* 
in levies for the campaign, indead 
of fotdiers for three years, or for 
the .war. The regiments of New- 
York having been reduced to two* 
they have but few men to raife. 
Jerfcy depends upon voluntary en- 
lidments upon a contracted boun- 
ty, and I capnot. therefore pro- 
mife myfelf much fucbefs from 
the mode. The Pennfylvania line 
you know i9 ordered to compofe 
part of the fouthem army. Ge- 
neral Wayne is fo fanguine as 
to fuppole he will foon be able to 
move on with 1000 or 1200 men, 
but I fancy he rather over-rates 
the matter. 

You will readily perceive, from 
the foregoing date, that there is 
little probability of adding to the 
force already ordered to the foufh- 
ward. For diould the battalions 
from New-Hampffiire to New- 
[R] Jerfey 
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Jcrfey inclufive be compleated (a fhould the defenfive plan bk deter- ^ 
thing not to be expe&ed), we (hall, mined upon, what ammunition can 

r. .1 • rr . i . » . _ * ■* - — - - - — — 


after the neceflary detachments 
for the / frontiers and other pur- 
pofes are n\ade, have an army 
barely fufficient to keep the enemy 
in check in New-York. Except 
this is done, they will have no- 
thing to hinder them from throw- 
ing further reinforcements to the 
fouthward ; and to be obliged to 
follow by land every detachment 
of their army, which they always 
make by fea, will only end in a 
fruitlefs diflipation of what may 
now be called the northern army. 
You may be aflured that the moll 
powerful diversion that can be 
made in favour of the fouthem 
ftates, will be a refpe&able force 
in the neighbourhood of* New- 
York. I have hitherto been fpeak- 
ing of our own refources. Should a 
reinforcement arrive to the French 
fleet and army, the face of matters* 
may be entirely changed. 

Arms, I do not find that we 
can, at any rate, have more than 
2000 Hand of arms to fpare, per- 
haps not fo many $ for fhould the 
battalions, which are to compofe 
this army be compleat, or nearly 
fo, they will take all that are in 
repair or repairable. The 2000 
Hand came in the alliance front 
France, and I kept them apart for 
an exigency. 

Ammunition, Our Hock of am- 
munition, though competent to 
the defend ve, is, by a late eftimate 
of the commanding officer of ar- 
tillery, vaftly fhort of an oflfenfive 
operation of any confequence. 
Should circumftances put it in our 
power to attempt fuch an one, we 
mult depend upon the private 
magazines of the ftates, ana upon 
our allies.-— On the contrary. 


be fpared will be undoubtedly lent 
to the fouthward. 

Cluatking. Of cloathingjfe arc 
in a manner exhaulted. We have 
not enough for the few rtfjmfc 
which may be expeded, 
cept that which has been fold 
looked for and talked of from Frif 
fhould arrive, the troops muft 1 
winter go naked, unlefs their f 
can fupply them. J 

From the foregoing reprefeA' 
tion, you will perceive that the gjfh 
portion of the continental army, 
already allotted to fouthem fcrvioc, 
is as much as, from prefent ap- 
pearances, can be fpared for that 
purpofe, and that a fuppiyo£$M 
ammunition, or cloathing of By 
confequence muft depend, in a 
great meafure, upon future pop 
chafes or importation. dU 

Nothing which is within * 
compafs of my power fhall to 
wanting to give fupport to & 
fouthern ftates j but you may rS* 
dily conceive how irkfome a th 
it muft be to me to he called \ 
for afliftanee, when I have nb 
means of affording it. 

I am with the greateft regard, 
Dear Sir, 

Your n>oft obedient 
and humble fervant, 

G. Washington 
Hon, Benj. Harrifon , Bfq, 


T HE following letter from, 
Mr. Adams, ambafladorfrom 
the American Congrefs at j 
dam, to Thomas Cuf ’ 
tenant Governor of MIftachd 
was found on board the pq# 
Brigaipfa* 
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Brigantine Cabot, and carried into 

St, Chriftophar s. 


Amfterdam , Dec, 15, 1780. 

Dear Cushing, 

I writ to you on the 2 d. inftant 
bjr way of France, under cover, to 
Congrefs; but our friend Heart- 
well, who delivered me your dif- 
patches, going out by way of St. 
Euftatia, may get this letter to you 
foonerthan the other. 'You will 
fctve heard of the unfortunate 
capture of poof Laurens, with his 
papers, and the Britifh ambaffa- 
dor’s memorial to the States Gene- 
ral in conlequence thereof. What 
it may produce is yet doubtful, 
though the general opinion here is, 
that it will be nothing alarm- 
ing. Sir Jofeph Yorke has pre- 
fented a fecond memorial, but you 
5By depend upon it the dates will 
Wt be bullied into any thing. It 
is thought that England will not 
a£ this conjuncture widen the 
breach with the Republic ; but, 
QSn if they fhould, it will do us 
QOj.harm for them to have more 
Janies to contend with. A rath 
fep taken by them at this time, 
when all the powers of Europe are 
jealous of them, and favourably in- 
clined to American independence, 
may prove their entire ruin. Our 
independence is confidered here as 
eftablifhed. The Emprefs of Ruffia 
has already, in effeCt, taken a de- 
cided part in our favour, and other 
European nations are well inclin- 
ed to fupport our caufe. 

In this city we have many pow- 
erful friends; ' who, as well as all 
Europe, difdain the pride of the 
miniftry, which is not lefs 
eejjptcuous in the memorials pre- 
sented to their High Mightiness, 


than it was in the anfwer returned 
to the petition of Congrefs. Pride, 
indeed, feems to be endemial to 
that nation ; but I think it won’t 
be long before we fee its down-! 
fall. 

I proteft I fee no ground for 
your gloomy apprehenfions. You 
talk of the difficulty of recruiting 
the army, the depreciation of 
Congrefs notes, the complaints of 
public creditors, and the flood of 
counterfeit money among you, &c. 
Thefe doubts and fears are really 
provoking, and the fource of them 
only in your own irrefolute bread. 
Can you expe6t to gain your' 
point, or accomplifh any thing 
great, without the common inci- 
dents of war? Compare yourfelves 
with other countries, and fee their 
exertions for things of much lefs 
moment. England, for example, 
at the beginning of this war, was 
a hundred and thirty millions in 
debt, and yet the Britifh minif- 
'try, merely to gratify their pride, 
involved their country in an ex- 
pence of twenty millions per ann. 
more. 

This caufes a depreciation of 
their money, and complaints a - 
mong their creditors, who have 
quite as much reafon as yours, 
molt of them having already funk 
forty per cent, of their capital. 
Shall we then, who have our all 
at Rake, talk of burthens, and 
the perplexities of a paper me- 
dium ? 

Different nations have different 
modes of railing • money for the 
public expenditure, which is ufual- 
ly done according to the genius of 
the people, arid the form of their 
government. MoR of thofe. in 
Europe have occafionalty bean 
driven to the ufe of paper- money, 

[lij a or 
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or making public fecurities fcrvc 
the purpofes of a medium in trade; 
and the English have gone more 
extenftvely into this expedient than 
other nations: but I believe none 
have ever made ufe of it with 
1 dp inconvenience, or given their 
creditors lefs caufe of complaint, 
than the dates of America have 
done heretofore. But when almolt 
every public department among 
you is 'filled, as I am informed, 
with men of rapacious principles, 
who facrifke the common weal 
to their private emolument, who 
encourage gambling, voluptuouf- 
nels, and every vice, what good 
can be expe&ed from the wife# 
inftitutions ? I wifh thefe good 
gentlemen, whom vou mention, 
would exert them (elves in their 
feveral profeflions to flop thofe 
growing enormities which are the 
fource of all the calamities of 
the country, and which fooner or 
later, if not dopt, mull end in its 
definition. 

Our money matters are in a 
good way*, which I writ to you 
hilly upon in my laft. You muft 
have patience till they can be ac* 
complifhed, and in the mean time 
do the befl you can. Many here 
who know the country laugh at 
your complaints, and fay that a 
few duties and excites, judicioufly 
laid throughout the continent, would 
pay the whole army cxpences with- 
out being felt. I ad vile to re- 
draining the confumptioh of fo- 
reign fuperfluities, and introducing 
fumptuary laws; though it may 
be policy, for the encouragement 
of foldiers, to indulge them in a 
livery as fplendid as may be con- 
venient. 

1 am forry lo fee you fo anxious 
for an accommodation; and wifh 
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you had (htwn boW it fe 

done. Arc you aware of tbd 
volutions that will unavoidably 
take place ? New arrangements 
made, and the dates new ipodcl- 
led, the better to fervi ffm pur- 
pofes of defpotifm ; the cotton 
of Britifh property obliged. iffe 
gorge; a debt of four millkrfN 
fterling to be paid to the BtKfe 
merchants tofettle old fcor^j 
fifhery reftrained and put* 
new regulations; forfeited efiatH 
returned fo their former oWneJfcf 
a door opened for innumerable kw 
fuits for illegal payments J Hu 
property of the whole continent 
let afloat ; and, after all, are ytm 
fure our great ally would confent 
to it ? In truth, I can fefe lMWhin| 
fhort of independence th« ttB 
fettle it, without the remedy being 
more fatal than the difeafe* . 

It is true, I believe, what yjfr 
fugged, that Lord North flraBr 
a difpofition tp give up the coa- 
ted, but was diverted from it, jgt 
unlikely, by the rcprefent&tion afw& 
Americans in London, who, in Mr 
junction with their coaclputomfm 
America, have been thorns to 
deed on both Jides the water ; btfl 
thuik their career might have btm 
Jlopt on your fide, if the cxccutm 
officers had not been too timid in a 
point which I fo firenuoufly recom- 
mended at jirfi, namely , to fine, mr 
prifon, and hang all itthnical to (he 
caufe ; without favour or qffhftum. 
tforefaw the evil, that would arij't 
from that quarter , and uifhed to 
have timely Jlopt it . J would hdvt 
hanged my own brother if he htd 
look a part with our enemy id Urn 
contefi . 

I believe there never was 
dance of fuch delufion as flWr 
people are under to facrifice their 
c 
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country, their interest, and their would be money well laid out. 
heft connections, tQ fide yrith a Thofe who exert themfelvea fo 
people who neither reward or much in our eaufe ought to be re- 
thank them ; aqd v I have good au- warded* as we bbq 8 eifejq- 
thority to fay,, that a great pro- tially ferved by it ; but profound 
pprhao of them have nothing fecw&y muft be ub&rv$d. 
to B^e upqn but their loyalty. I lhall write tQ the governor. 
One would think that this alone, wherein I lhall be more explicit 
if 4. wa# known and believed, uppn fome matters which I have 
Y?9gp4 enough to prevent others writ to Qongrefs upon, and which 
from fifling intQ the fame fpare. he probacy will ‘ cqn\municate, 
Htqrfwty, ybo hp$ keen fame time which makes it unneceilary to add 
incognito in . London, i yilf give you any more to you at prefejit. 

Much ufef ul injorriiqtiuji ; he will I pm your affectionate friend, &c. 
tell you the talk we h$*ve had (Copy) John ^jpams. 

Ihtt * f ° r — *"* which 
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The following authentic Extra6b from the Com-Regifter, arc tak< 
from Accpunts col levied from the Cuftom-Houfe Books, and deli- 
vered to Mr. John James Catherwood, by Authority of Parliament.. / 

An Account of the Quantities of all Com and Grain exported from, «8f 
imported into EngL-nd and Scotland, with the Bounties and Drawbacks 
paid, and the Duties received thereon, for one Year ended the of Ja- 
nuary, 1782. 

EXPORT ED. 

Bounties aQjft. 
Drawbacks fBSd. 

£• * * 

1*6,617 3 iojlfcv 

46 9 a Dc. t 


• ^ 

Britifh 

Foreign 

N 

00 

IS 

M 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

ENGLAND. , 



Wheat - - - - 

3,294 

1,726' 

Wheat Meal and Flour 

86,045 

S> 536 

Rye - -- -- -- - 

*>5-5° 

„ *50 

Barley ------- 

a 1,71.1 

Nil 

Malt - - 

107,928 

Nil 

Oats ----- - - 

„ 7,99a 

18,215 

Oatmeal ------ 

8,563 

1 16 

Beans - -- -- -- - 

15,2,8 

43° 

Peafe - - - - - — - 

2,826 

390J 

SCOTLAND. 



Wheat ------ - 

82 



Wheat Flour - - - - 

9,336 



Barley and Bear - - - 

1 5,688 



Barley Meal - - - - 

199 



Barley hulled - - - - 

82 



Malt - - - - - - 

5,040 


- - - - 

Oats - - - - - 

- 1,171 



Oatmeal - - - - - 

5,660 



Pe^fe and Beans - 

55° 




cwt. qr. lb. 



Bifcuit 

6,383:1 : — . 


' 

IMPORTED. 

1781. 

Quarters. 

Duties 

ENGLAND. 


received. 

Wheat - - - - - 

*43>77 a 1 

£■ s. 

Wheat Flour - - - 

i5,9 2 4 i 


Rye - - - - - - 

10,743 1 


oft 

56 1 
5S>5 02 ^ 

4,275 4 

Cfettmeal - - - - - 

367 


Be^s - - - 

3,244 


Peafe - - - - 

i4,S° 8 - 


SCOTLAND!" 



Wheat Flour - - - 

99 1 



Oats - - - - - 

53.576 



• 

cwt. qr. lb. 


447 6 

Bifcuit j 

43 — *7 J 








S> 6 S 3 ip 9 *B°- 

• r 


J. 
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The following is an account of the average prices of com in England 
and Wales/ by the ftandard Winchefter bu(hel, for the year 1781. 


1 Wheat 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats 

Beans 

t. 

d. 

s* d. 

/. d. 

/. d. 

/. d. 

S 

7 

3 4* 

2 if 

►4 

00 

a lof 


N. B. The prices of the fined and coarfeft forts of grain generally ex- 
- . ceed and reduce the average price as follows, viz. 

Wheat Rye Barley Oats Beans 
Per, bufhel, 6d. 3d. 3d. 3d. 6d. 


Navy Office, Jan . 23, 1782. 

An Account of alt the Men raifed for his 1U ujijt y : a, Navy , marines in- 
cluded, from the 29th of September, 1774, to the 29th of September, 
1780, aifiingui/hijig each Year. 


Years. 

No. raifed. 

From 29th September 1774 

— 345 • 

1 775 

47.34 

1776 

*777 

a 1 564 

— — 37458 

1778 

' 41847 

*779 

4183a 

To September — 1780 

• — - 48a to 


175990 


Navy Office, Jan. 23, 1781. 

An Account of all the Number of the Mm who have'ditd in actual Seirice 
in Ms Majefeys Navy fence thefirjl Day of January, 1776, dijlingui fil- 
ing ( as far as may be ) thofe who have been killed by the enemy ; and 
aljo of the Number of fuch Men as have defer ted the /aid Service in the 
feme Period, Os far as the J'everal Accounts can be made up, dill in- 
guijhing each Year . % 



, 




✓ 

T§ 

!§« 


t 'V 

'Years. 





1776 — 

1679 

. -*9S 

1784 

S3** 

*777 — 

3*47 

40 

3287 

7685 

1778 — 

4801 

*54 

5055 

99*9 

*779 — 

47*6 

5 5 * 

5*77 . 

ix 41 

1780 — 

409* 

*93 

4385 

7603 

Total 

18545 

**43 M 

X9788 

42069 


[Jt ] 4 
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W<jr -Office, 13d Jqnuary, 

State of his, majefty’s Britith ojguUr lap<2 forc?f, ojj&cara * 

North America andthe Weft3ndies, as they were at the end of- th^ 
year 1779. , • 

% Officers prefcnt.'X i # |° 


Y 


J 


* 

<* 


1 


r 


$?.i 83 140* 17077 * 9*53 364%^ 

— . ll A 3* *30 3«^9 


*34 *6 
76 66. 


258 

712 


«x8 

6076 


1646 25 3* 
7130 423$ 


rUnder Sir Henry Clinton, by monthly 
I return of Dec. 1. 1779 •— 

v . j Under Gen. Haldimand, by monthly 
Aroer. 4 reC urn of Dec. 1 1779 — 

j Under the Convention, by monthly 
L return of Au^uft i, 1779 
W. Indies. By monthly return of Djsc. 1, 1779 

* ' War OjJice ? j apiary, z$d, Z 781. 

Account of the men loft and difabled in his majesty’s Britifh laqd forc^ 
including two battalions of ‘mariq.es ferving on fhpre, by tfcaith, pap- 
tivity, defertion, wounds or ficknels, in North America and the 
Indies* from Nov. ift, 1 774, to the date of the laft return. 




*£■» 


J774 North America, under Generals Gage and Haldimand, 

Weft-Indies - ■■■ * - - * — 

*775 N. America, under Gens. Haldimand, Gagej and Howe, 
Weft-Indies ■■■ ■■■ — . ■ — -» 

- - T . f under Sir William Howe — -L 

X 77 6 N. Amer.ca, | und „ sir Guy Carleton _ _ 

Weft-Indies — 

funder Sir William Howe -7* — 

1777 N. Atperica, < under Sir Guy Carleton - 4 — 

^Cunder General Burgoyne — — — 

Weft- Indies - ■ — * — ■* ' 

funder Sir William Howe - ■ — 

1778 N- America, < under Sir Guy Carleton — — — 

\under the Convention of Saratoga 

Weft -Indies ' — — : ‘--4 

f under Sir Henry Clinton — - — 

*779 N. America, -< under General Haldimand — — i 

L under the Convention — — 

Weft -Indies — — . - - ■ ■ 

C under Sir H0ry Clinton *; 

J780 N. America, -( under Gene r£j Haldimand • 

funder the Convention ' ■ 

Weft Indies v — * V ' ■ — — • * » ■ - 


$ 

J° 

. 4 ? 

121 

869 

200 

86 


b-* 

000 

000 

000 

060 

744. 

48 

000 


Q 

*7 

4 


192 

68 

80 


-1202 1274 

81 162 

i XXO X 484 

‘ 303 ' goo 

*3*. 1 $.4* 
?i 7 U6 

6r t 3 ? 1 
$36 dpo 
n 54 102,9 

42 105 

■ ’« 259 

1054 coo 
return. 
5? T66 

3 * 5 6 . 

2036 900 


Cl 

16 


3 i 

, 3 $ • 

282 . 49O 
26 29. 
48?' ' i * 

P 4? 

3 i *?7 


546 

*04 

2$3 

n 
* 7 $ 
12 2 


u 

*n 

006 

34 


3 ? 3 P 

,172 000 

”145 VtS. 
Embark. 


$ The War Q£k4have not tlje organs of afeerteyning the number of rugntoft by c^j>- 
tivity, haying no, account of whjk'tjhf whole number, of prilboers token irnmy one year 

*• w * ‘ i V. * may 
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War Office, January 23 d, 1781 . 

£robark*tio* of aH the Biituh corps and recruits, which have fc^en 

fent ffwn fkjeat Britain or Ireland, to any part of North America or 
. the 1111778 , 1779 , x 7 ^o- 

Nvu commjff. Off. 

Commijf. Officers. Staff Officers, fibers y dr.csf fifix. 


„ 3 


t ***^‘1 i I £ | 5 


fyoth 


7 4 1112 a 
(I *3 <5 « 


A % 
k H t 

i 


Hr h - 5 



1 

6 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 
I 

I 

i 

o 


o *o 

4- r*. 

4 i4 

0 Q 9 
8 29 
6 21 


19 

7 
9 

8 
co 


* A 

s 

0 

1 
o 
o o 

O I 
O I 
O I 

o o 

O I 
O I 

6 o 


I 


1 * 

9 . 1 , ?s 4 f I 

n ¥? *3 § cj o Q 

I 1 1 


0 a 

1 1 

0 

z 

1 
1 

0 

1 
1 
o 


29 27 2 * 4 X 3 

50 49 22 88 ^ 

29 30 14 568 

OQ. CO QD 1476 

49 59 ** &9$ 

48 $6 22 

5 c 50 22 

20 22 8 

30 40 2 1 

29 33 22 

00 00 00 1665 




I 

8 

XI 

7 

0 

1 

z 

1 

1 

30 

40 

22 

*666 

790 " 


9 

6 

ir 

8 

0 

1 

i 

1 


3° 

40 

22 

668 

79* 


i 

7 

11 

6 

0 

i 

1 

i 

i 

29 

39 

21 

644 

763 


2 

7 

10 


0 


1 

1 

1 

*5 

35 

l 8 

586 

693 


1 

6 

9 

8 

0 

1 

9 

1 

1 

3<> 

37 

22 

592 

711 


2 

6 

Ii 

6 

0 


I 

1 

1 

26 

36 

22 

612 

, 726 

0 

2 

7 

8 

7 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

<7 

35 

22 

599 

712 


1 

5 

6 

7 

0 

1 

I 

0 

1 

26 

39 

22 

568 

679 


2 

7 

8 

8 

0 




i 

29 

40 

22 

642 

763 


9 

8 

7 

$ 

0 

1 

9 

1 

X 

26 

34 

21 

480 

588 

Q 

1 

6 

9 

7 

0 

1 

1 

I 


26 

26 

22 

563 

665 

O 

1 

6 

6 

8 

0 

1 

1 

i 

1 

27 

36 

*0 

603 

711 

O 

0 

0 

00 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

00 

00 

OO 

1645 

1645 J 


>■10237 


Total § 1} 25 125 231 139 1 19 19 19 19 665' 787 432 18374 20882 20884 

■p»y or of the pnfoners that may have been exchanged fn the courfe of it. They 

pnly know what the number of prifoners are at the time that the return is made. 

J The monthly returns not aligning the reafons for which foldiers are difeharged, 
the War Office cannot, agreeable to the dire&ions of the order of the Houfe of Corn* 
jnons, diftioguiffi thofe men who are loft or difabled by wounds or fitknefs; the whole 
number difcharg^l are therefore ftated, in which thofe difmifled for miibehaviour, 
claimed as apprentices, claimed by other corps, draughted from one regiment to an- 
other, or difeharged for a variety of pufes, befides that Of inability to ferve longer, are 
included. 

’ XX % X The prifoners of the army under thefe heads, are fuch as were taken by the 
enemy previous to the Convention of Saratoga. The men comprehended in the Con- 
Wntion have never been allowed to be prifpners of war ; their cafualties by death and 
<lefertion, apd the numbers discharged, are regularly given. The effe&ives detained in 
America, contrary to the Convention, are as follow : 

Britijh privates. 

By return of November 17, 1777 2883 

Ditto 1, 1^78 — 1838 

Auguft 1, 1779 1228 

Ditto i/ 1780 ■ ■ »■ ■ 796 


Account 
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War Office, January 23^£gjjk,, 

Account of all the men raifed in Great Britain and Irel antLrfbr his 
Eiajdfty's land forces on the BritUh eftahlhhmcilif militia wbd fen- 
cible men in North Britain not included, from 29th Sept. 1774, to 
29th Sept. 1786. 


To 29th September 1775 3575 

1776. — 11063 

1777- - — 688a 

177 8 23978 

1779 — - i6i 54 

To 29th September. 1780 . ■ ■■ > 1.5333 

Total — — - — — — 76885 

Adjourned to Monday 29th. 



* 
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WAYS awB MEANS for the above Supplies granted to hie Majcjly, ' 
for the Service of tkeymr 1781. 


November 1 6, 1786. 

t. ‘ft fi SOLVED, That, towards railing the 
JLV fupply granttd to his majefty, the fum of 
four (hilling* in tne pound, and no more, be railed 
within the (pace of one year, from the 15th day of 
March, 178*, upon lands, tenements, heredita- 
ments, penfions, offices, and perfonal eftates, in that 
part of Great Britain called England, Wales, and 
the town of Berwick upon Tweed $ and that a pro- 
portionable cefs, according to the ninth article of £• 
the treaty of union, be laid upon that part of Great 
Britain called Scotland. ■ ■■■ ■ ■■ — a, 000,000 o o 

2. Refolved, That, towards railing the Ripply 
granted to his majefty, the duties Upon malt, mum, 
cyder, and perry, which, by an A& of parliament 
of the twentieth year of his prefent majefty ’s reign, 
have continuance to the 24th day of June, 1781, be 
farther continued, and charged upon all malt which 
Hull be made, and all mum which (hall be mads 
or imported, and all cyder and perry which (hall be 
made for lale, within the kingdom of Great Britain, 
from the 23d day of June 1781, to the 24th day 
of June 1782 — — — - — 750,000 o o 

February 6, 1781. 

Refolved, That, towards railing the fupply grant- 
ed to his majefty, there be iftiied and applied the 
fum of two hundred and eighty-eight thoufand 
three hundred and forty-fix pounds, nineteen (hil- 
lings, and eight pence, remaining in the receipt 
of the exohequer on the fifth day of Jatiuaiy, one 
thoufandf feven hundred and eighty-one, tor the 
dilpofition of parliament, of the monies which had 
then arifen of the furplufles, excelfes, overplus mo- 
nies, and other revenues, compofing the fund, 
commonly called the Sinking Fund* . 288,346 19 8 

March 8. 

Refolved, That, towards railing the fupply granted 
to his majefty, the fum of twelve millions be raifed 
by annuities, and the further fum of four hundred 
and eighty thoufand pounds by a lottery, in man- 
ner following ; that is to fay. 

That every contributor to the faid twelve mil- 
lions (ball, for one hundred pounds contributed 
Vol: XXIV. ($] and 
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and paid, be entitled tq the principal fum of one 

huiulred pounds in annuities, after the rate of three 

pounds per centum ; and to an additional principal 

fum of fifty pounds in like annuities, after the rate 

of three pounds per centum, and alfo to a farther 

principal fum of twenty-five pounds m annuities, 

after the rate of four pounds per centum ; the; faid . ^ • 

feveral annuities, after the rate of three pounds per • f 

centum, and four pounds per centum, refpeftjjvely, 

to commence from the fifth day of Jaau^y qn* 

thoufand feven hundred and eighty one. 

That the fum of twelve millions, to he contri* 
buted as aforelaid, together with the additional 
capital of fifty pounds to every one hundred pounds 
advanced and paid, amounting to fix millions, 
making together in the whole eighteen millions in 
annuities,* after the rate pf three pounds per centum, 
be, from the time of their commencement, ad- 
ded to, and made one joint ftock with, the three 
pounds per cent, annuities confolidated ,bji the A 6 ta 
of the twenty-fifth, twenty- eighth, twenty-ninth, 
thirty- fecond, and thirty-third, of George the Se- 
cond, and by feveral fubfequent A<Sts, and charged 
upon the finking fund, and fhall be payable and 
transferable at the Bank of England at the fame 
time, and in the fame manner, and futge& t# the 
like redemption by parliament, as the laid three 
pounds per cent, confolidated annuities are payable 
and transferable there, ..and redeemable by parlia- 
ment. 

That the annuity, in refpe& of the faid addition- 
al fum or capital of twenty-five pounds, to which 
every contributor of one hundred pounds contribut- 
ed asaforefaid (hall be entitled, making together in 
the whole three millions, to carry an intereft and 
annuity, after the rate of four per cent, {hall be 
paid at the Bank of England for one quarter of a 
year, from the 5 th day of January one thoufand fe~ 
ven hundred and eighty one, to the fifth day of 
April following, and from that time lhall be added 
and made one joint flock with certain annuities, 
after the rate of four pounds per cent, which were 
confolidated by an A61 of the laft fcllion of parlia- 
ment, and (hall alfo be charged upon the finking 
fund, and (hall be payable ai\d transferable at the 
Bank of England at’ the fame time, and in the^ fame 
manner, and fubje&to the like redemption, by par- 
liament, as the laid confolidated four pounds per 

cent. 
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bent, annuities are payable and tfeinfcrrabl* ther#, 
and redeemable by parliament* 

. that every contributor towards railing the 
laid fum of twelve millions ftrtll, for every one thou- 
fand pounds contributed, be entitled to four tick* 
ett in a lottery to eonfifr of forty-eight thoufand • 
tickets; amounting to four hundred and eighty thou- ' 
land pounds, upon payment of the further fum of - 

ten pounds for each ticket, the faid four hundred 
and eighty thoufand pounds to be diftfibuted into 
prizes for the benefitrof the proprietors of the fortun- 
ate tickets in the faid tottery, which lhaH be paid inr ' 
taoney, at the Bank of England, to fiach proprie- 
tors upon demand, as foon after the firft day of 
March one thoufand feven hundred and eighty- two 
as certificates can be prepared. Without any deduc- 
tion whatfoever. 

That eveiy contributor lhall, on or before the 
fifteenth day of this inftaut March, make a ! 
depofit of fifteen pounds per cent, on fofch tom sta< 
te or (he fhall chufe to fubferibe, towards railing the 
faid fum of twelve millions, with the chief cafhier 
or calhiers of the governor and company of the Bank 
of England, and alfo a depofit of fifteen pounds per 
cent, with the faid cafhier or cafliiers, in part of the 
monies to be contributed towards railing the faid 
him of four hundred and eighty thoufand pounds 
by lottery, as a fecurity for making the future pay- 
ments refpe£tive1y, on or before the days or times 
hereinafter limited 5 that is to fay, 

©n^. |.2,©oo,ooo to be raifed by annuities. 

£. to per cent, on or before the 27th day of April next 
£. 10 per cent, on or before the 18th day of May next 
£. 10 per cent, on or before the 14th day of June next 
£. 10 per cent, on or before the 54th day of July next 
1 5 per cent, on or before the 2 x-ft day of Auguft next 
£. 10 per cent, on or before the 18th day of Sept, next 
£. 10 per cent, on or before the 23d day of 061 . next 
£• 16 per cent. 01/ or before the 23d day of Nov. next 
On the lottery for £, 480,00$) 

£. 20 per cent, orior before the nth day of May next 
. jf. 25 percent, on or before the joth day of July next 
£* 20 per cent, on or before the 1 ith day of Sept, next , 

£. 20 per cent, on or before the 9th day of 061 . next 
That all the monies, fo to be received by the faid 
chief cafhier or calhiers of the governor and com- 
pany of the Bank of England, ihall be paid into 
the receipt of the exchequer, to be applied frooi 1 

[$] a time 
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*ime to time to fuch ferric#* is flail the# have bee* 

Voted by this houfe in this feflion of parliament. 

That every contributor, who flail pay in the 
whole of his or her eontribution*money towards the 
fum of twelve million* to be contributed as afore* 
faid at any time before the twenty-fecond diay of . 

October next, or on account of hi* or her (hare in 
the faid lottery on or before the tenth day of Sept, 
next, fhall be allowed an intereft, by way of dif- 
count, after the rate of three pound* per cent, per 
annum, on the fum fo completing hi* or her eon* 
tribution refpcftively, to be computed from the 
day of compleating the fame, to the twenty-third 
day of November next,' in regard to the fum to be 
paid for the faid annuities, and to the eighth day 
of October next in rcfpe£t of the fum to be paid on 
account of the faid lotteiy ; and that all fuch per* 
fon* as (hall make their full, payment* on the faid 
lottery fhall have their tickets delivered to them as 
foon as they can conveniently be made out. i *,480,000 • r 

April is. 

z. Refolved, That, towards . raifing the fupply 
granted to his majefty, there be iflued and applied 
the fum of feven hundred fifty-feven thoufand and 
eighty-feven pound*, feventeen fhillings, and ten 
pence, remaining in the receipt of the exchequer 
on the jth day of April, 1781, for the difpotition of 
parliament, of the monies which had thezvarifen of 
the furphifles, excefles, overplus monies, and other 
revenues, compofing the fund, commonly called 
the Sinking Fund ~ — — 7 37,087 * 7 . ** 

2. That, towards raifing the fupply granted to 
hk majefty, there be iflued and applied the fum of 
twenty-three thoufand feven hundred and eight 
pounds, eleven fhillings, and ten pence halfpenny, 
remaining in the receipt of the excheqtfcr on the 
5th day of April, 1781, of the two fevenths excil'c 
granted by an A6t of parliament of the fifth and 
fixth years of the reign of their late majefties King 

) William and -Queen Mary, after fatisfying the fe* 
veral charges and incumbrances thereupon for the 
half year then epded — — — 23,708 11 iof 

3. That, toward* raifing the 1 apply granted to 
his majefty, there be iflued and applied the fum of 
forty thoufand pounds, remaining in the receipt of 
the exchequer on the 5th day of April, 1781, of the 
duties on wines, granted by an A6t of the eigh- 
teenth year of the reign of his late majefty, for 
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paying annuities on tingle lives, purfuant to the 
laid Aft, after referring fufficient to fatisfy the fit- 
▼dal annuities to the 5th day of January, 1781 40,00a 

4. That, towards railing the fupply granted to 
bis majefty, there be ilTued and applied the fum of 
fifty-fix thoufand ponnds, Remaining in the receipt 
of the exchequer on the 5th day of April, 1781, of 
the duties on glafs, for paying annuities on lives, 
granted by an Aft of the nineteenth year of the 
feign of his late majefty, after refcrving fuihcient 
to fatisfy tb# feveral annuities to the jth day of Ja- 
nuary, 1781 — — 56,000 

May ill. 


Refolved, That, towards railing the fupply 
granted to bis majefty, the fum of one million hve 
Hundred thoufand pounds be raifed by loans or 
exchequer bills, if not difcharged, with intereft 
thereupon, on or before the 5 th day of April, 

1782, to be exchanged and received in payment in 
fuch manner as exchequer bills have ufually been 
exchanged and received in payment — 1,500,000 

May 24. 

Refolved, That, towards railing the fupply 
granted to his majefty, the farther fum of one 
million nine hundred thoufand pounds be. raifed, 
by loans or exchequer bills, to be charged upon the 
firliaids to be granted in the next feilion of parlia* 
mentj and fuch exchequer bills, if not difcharged, 
with intereft thereupon, on or before the 5 th day of 
April, 2782, to be exchanged and received in pay* 
jnent in luch manner as exchequer bills have ufually 
been exchanged and received in payment 1,900,000 


[«77 

o o 


Q O 


O O 


Juirn 14, 

Refolved, Thai, towards railing the fupply 
granted to his inajefty, the propofal of the gover- 
nor and company of the Bank of England, for ad- 
vancing the fum of two millions on exchequer 
bills, upon fuch terms and conditions as are 
therein mentioned, be accepted — 2,000,000 0 ,0 

June i 3 . 

1. Refolved, That, towards railing the fupply 
granted to his majefty, there be applied the fum of 
fixteen thoufand eight hundred and feventy-ninc 
pounds, fix fhUlings, and eight pence halfpenny, 
remaining in the receipt of the exchequer on the 
5th day of April, 1781, fubjeft to the difpofitjon 

C$1 3 
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of parliament, exclufive of the ferplui the* re-* 

maining of the finking fund ' -r- 'i#,8y9 i ft 

2. That (uch of the monies as (hail be paid into? 
the receipt of the exchequer after the 5th day of 
April, 1781; and on or before the Jth day of 
April, 1782, of the produce of the duties charged 
by twp A6ts, made in the fifth and fourteenth year* 
of his prefent majefty's reign, upon the importation 
and exportation of gum fenega and gum arabic, 
be applied towards making good the fupply gi ant- 
ed to his nujefly , x — • %i8 6 6 

June 19. 

1. That, towards raifing the fupply granted to 
bis majefly, there be iflfued and applied the fum 
of one million feven hundred forty-two thour 
fend nine hundred and twelve pounds, two fhil- * , 
lings, and two pence, out of fuch monies as 
have arifen, or fhall or may arife, of the furplufles, 
excefies, or overplus monies, and other revenues, 
compofingpthe fund commonly called the Sinking 

Fund — v # — ' — 1,742,91? * % 

2. That, towards raifing the fupply granted to 
his majefly, there be applied a fum, not exceeding 
four hundred thoufand pounds, out of the balances 
remaining in the hands of the Right Honourable 
George Nugent Earl Temple, the perfonal repre- 
fentative of the Right Honourable George Gren- 
ville, deceafed, and of the Right Honourable 
William, Lord Vifcount Barrington in the king- 
dom of Ireland, and of the Right Hon. Richard, 

Lord Vifcfount Howe in the kingdom of Ireland, 
and of Sir Gilbert Elliot, Baronet, the perfonal 
reprefentative of the flight Honourable Sir Gilbert 
Elliot, baronet, deceafed, late treafurers of his 
majefly *s navy, and of John Powell, Efq$ the only 
a&ing executor of the late Right Hon? Henry 
Lord Holland, deceafed, and of the Right Hon f 
Caroline Baronefs Greenwich, the perfor.al repre- 
sentative of the Right Hon. Charles Townfhend; 
deceafed, and of the Right Hon. Frederick Lord 
North, and of George John Cooke and Charles 
Molloy, Efqrs. the perfonal reprefeut Hives of the 
late George Cooke, Efq; deceafed, and of the Right 
Hon* Thomas Townfhend, and of George John 
Cooke and Charles Mdloy, Efquires, the perfonal 
reprefenUtives of the hate George Cooke, .Eiq$ de- 
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ttafed, late paymafters general of his majcfty’s 
forces *. 36^46 3 £4 

3. That, towards raififtg the Amply Ranted to > * 

his majefty, there be applied the iutti of eighteen 
thoufand feven hundred and twenty-three pounds, 
thirteen {hillings, and eleven pfcnce, remaining hi 
the hands of Sir William Howe, late commander 
in chief in North Athetica ; and the fdm Df one 
thoufand three hundred and fifty-feven pounds, 
fourteen {hillings, remaining ip the hands of the 
executors of Zachary Philip FortnCfedu, Efq; de- 
ceafed, and Sir Merrick Burrell,, baronet, con- 
tractors for fui'nifhing the garfifofc of Gibraltar 
with provifions, from the 1 2th. day of May, 1777, 
to the 17th, day of January, 1*79 f; and the fum 
of eight thousand eight hundred and forty-eight 
pounds, one {hilling, and four pence farthings re- 
maining in the hands of Thomas Rumfey, Efq; 
ading executor of John Richardfon, Efq; agent to 
the out-penfioners »of CheHea Hofpital, from the 
it 5th day of December* 1773, to the 24th day of 
June, 1774 ; and the Turn of feven hundred and 
feventy- two pounds, eight (hillings, and fixpenc$ 
halfpenny, remaining in the hands of Sir William 
Erfkine, as quarter-mafter-general of the* faeces 
from the 2 5th day of December, 1776, to the 30th 
day of June, 1779 — — — *5,853 16 Si 

* Of the above fum of 400,000/. 01. o </* only 367,^40/. 3#. 6|i. were paid 
into the Exchequer. 

Particulars of the fum of 367,(40/. p . paid into the exchequer, on account 

of balances, vie. 

Intereff-money repaid by the executors of George Grer> 

▼Re, Efq; — - 11,382 15 9$ 

Ditto — - —» fey Lord Barrington «•— 9,316 9 io| 

Ditto — • — • by Lord Havre ^ 9,969 0 4J 

Ditto — — fey the executors of Sir Gilbert Illiot 6, 000 o o 

Ditto — - — by the hand* of John Powel, Efq; 

executor of Lord Holland — ■ — — 132,515 4 $ 

Ditto — • . — v by the adminilbaton of Charles 

Townfhend, Efq; — — — — — * 27,000 O O 

Ditto — — fey Lord North, and the executors 

of George Cooke, Efq; — 60,075 5 1 ® 

Ditto r— — by the Right Hon. Thomas Townf- 
hend, 2nd the executors of George Cooke, Efq; 11,181 7 o 

367,640 3 64 

\ Of tiui, miy 5|OOo/. was paid Into the exchequer 

• C$] 4 4. That 
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4. That filch of the monies as (hall he paid into 
the receipt of the exchequer by^the united company 
of merchants of England trading to the Eaft- 
Indies, in full difeharge and fat is faction pf the 
claims and demands of the public to the net profit^ 
which have accrued to the company at; home, be- 
fore the 1 ft day of March, 1781, be applied to* 
wards making good the fupply granted V° hi* ma- 

jefty - — - r—-r — - 400,000 p a 

5. Sale of lands, &c. in the Ceded {(lands 5,200 q 0 


Malt Duty - 

Land-Tax —— 
Contributipns to annuities 
Ditto — to lottery 


£. •. 

188,346 19 

757 >o 8? 


Recapitulation of the aforementioned Way* and Means, 

£- 

750.000 

0 , 000,000 

11 , 000,000 

4*0*00* 

19 8) 

17 10S 1,788,346 

1*500,000 
1,900,000 
2 , 000,000 

400.000 

33*798 

40.000 

56.000 

16,879 


( Surplus on 5th Jan. 178 $. 

Sin k. fund < Ditto on 5th Apr. 17^1. 

C Future produce ' y — * 

Exchequer bills — ■■ 

Ditto — - — f — - 

Ditto — # for the bank charter — 

Money to be paid by the Eaft-India Company 
Surplus pf tne $ 7ths 9d e*rife — 

Ditto of the fund for life-annuities 18 Geo. II. 
Ditto of the fund for life-annuities 19 Geo. II. 
Difpofeable money in the exchequer > 

Balances of late treafurers of the navy and pay- 
mafters of the fprees, voted 400,00c/. but \io 
more paid into the exchequer than — 
Balance of the account of Sir William Howe 
Pittp of the account of Meffieurs Fonnereau and 
Burrell P— —rtrr — . 

Ditto of the account of Sir William Erfkine 
Part of 8,848/. is . 4 being the balance pf the 
account of the late Mr. Richardfon — 

Sale of lands, &c. in the Ceded Blands — 
Money arikn by fale of French prizes 
Duty on gum fcsnega «■■ ■ * .» ■ — 


19 8 


367,640 

18,713 

L3i7 

771 

5,000 

5,200 


228 6 i 


Vflte of credit 


1,000,000 0 


it l0 i 
0 0 
o 0 
6 8i 


M 

0 

<1 

0 


>5*353* *57/ 4 9 
The 
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Hie total amount of the fupplies granted — 25,373,5^4 |q 

Ifhe total amount of ways and means towards fa- 
tisfying the fame «r- — -* 25, 353, 857 4 9 

mi mrn m mf 

Deficiency «f vay, and means -t» — 19,66 5 |ji 

■I V — 1 m \ m 


The natiqnal debt, up to July 1781, is 177,206,000 o o 

!fhe annual intf reft t9 be railed is — ~ 6,812,000 o q 


Taxes fpr iy8i r 1 

Five per cent, on e*cife, except malt, foap, cant £. 

dies, and hides w — t-* — ^ 150,090 o 9 

Difcount of the cuftoms — — r 167,000 o o 

Tobacco, one penny three farthings per pou^d -n» 6 ;,ooq o o 

Sugar, one halfpenny per pound — — 326,000 p o 

Sine? Und . 

Duty on paper — 100,060 * q 

Ditto on Almanacks — -r- ro,ooq 0 o 

Total — 814,060 o 0 


Review of perpetual Tara Und on, frvm 1776 ito 1781, indufioc. 
Computed produde per annum. 


Taxis 

In 177 6 — 73,000 o o 

1777 — — 242,000 o o 

1778 — — 136,000 o O 


Taxes. 

In 1779 £• 478,000 o o 

1780 — 701,616 o o 

1781 — 814,060 o o 


— 2,644,676 o 



state 
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Sir ATE PAPERS. 


flit Majefty's tnojl gracious Speech 
io both Ilouj'es of Purliarhent, 
Nov . i , 1780. 

My 4 Lords and Gentlemen, 

I T is with more than ordinary 
falis faction that I meet you in 
parliament, at a time -when the 
late eleCKonS may afford me an 
opportunity of receiving the moll 
certain information of the dilpofi- 
tipn and the wifhes of my people, 
to which I am always inclined to 
pay the utmoft attention and re-« 
gard. 

The prefent arduous fituation 
of public affairs is well known : 
the whole force and faculties of the 
monarchies of France and Spain 
are drawn forth, and exerted to 
the utmoft, to lupport the rebel- 
lion of my colonies in North 
America, and, without the lead 
provocation or caufe of complaint, 
to attack my dominions ; and the 
undifguifed objeti of this confe- 
deracy ni anile flly is to gratify 
boundlefs ambition, by deftroying 
the commerce, and giving a fa- 
tal . blow to the power of Great 
Britain. 

By the force which the late par- 
liament put into my hands, and by 
the bleffing of Divine Providence 
on the bravery of my fleets and ar- 


mies, I have been enabled to with* 
hand the formidable attempts of 
fny enemies,- anci to fruflrate the 
great expectations they had form- 
ed 1 and the fignal fuccdfes which 
have attended the progrefs of mjr 
arms in the provinces of Georgia 
and Carolina, gained with fo much 
honour to the conduCt and courage 
of my officers, and to the valour 
and intrepidity of my troops, which 
have equalled their higheft cha- 
racter in any age, will, l truft, 
have important coofequences in 
bringing the war to a happy con- 
clufion, It is my moft eameft de- 
fire to fee this great end accom- 
plifhed ; but I am confident you 
will agree with me in opinion, that 
we can only fecure fafe and ho- 
nourable terms of peace by fuch 
powerful and refpeyCtable prepara- 
tions, as (hall convince our ene- 
mies that we will not fubmitto 
receive the law from any powers 
whatfoever $ and that we are unit- 
ed in a firm refolution to decline 
no difficulty or hazard, in the do- 
fence of our country, and for the 
prefervation of our eflential inte- 
rmits. 

Gentlemen of the Houfi: of 
Commons, 

I have ordered £he eftimates for 
the enfuing year to be laid before 

you. 
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jroa* I fee, and feel, with great 
anxiety and concern, that the .va- 
rious fervices of the war rauft, un- 
avoidably, be attended with great 
and heavy expenses ; but I defire 
you to grant me fuch Supplies only, 
as your own fecujrity and lafting 
welfare, and the exigency of affairs 
fhall be found |o require. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I repofe an entire confidence ii} 
the zeal an f d aflfeftions of this par- 
liament, confcious that, during the 
whole courfe pf my reign, it has 
been the conftant object pf my 'care, 
and tlje wifh qf my heart, to pro- 
mote the true interefts and happi- 
pefs of all my fpbje&s, and to pre- 
ferve inviolate our excellent coaftir 
tution in church and ftate. 


The humble Addrefi of the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal) m Parlia- 
ment qferpbled. 

Die Mercurn, %° Lfovembm, 1780. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

W E your majefty’smoft duti- 
ful and loyal fubje&s, the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in 
parliament affembled, beg leave to 
return your majefty our moft hum- 
ble thanks for your moil gracious 
tpeech from the. throne. 

Permit us to offer to your majefty 
our moft dutiful congratulations on 
the birth of another prince, and the 
happy recovery of the queen, and 
to allure your majefty, that every 
addition to your majefty ’s domeftic 
bappinefs . muft always afford the 
bigheft fatisfa6t ion to your faithful 
fubje&s. 

In the prefent arduous fituation 
Of public affairs, we think' it an 
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indifpenfable part of our duty to 
jnake thofe fpirited and vigorous 
exertions which fuch a conjun£tur© 
demands j and we beg leave to 
affure your majefty, that we are 
united in a firm refolution to de- 
cline no difficulty or hazard, in 
the defence of our country, and 
for the prefervation q f pur eifential 
intermits. 

\ It is with juft and heart-felt in- 
dignation, that we fee the monar- 
chies of France and Spain leagued 
in confederacy to fupport the re- 
bellion in your majefty *s colonies 
in North America, and employing 
the whole forpe of thofe kingdoms 
in the profecution of a war waged 
in violation of all public faith, and 
for the foie purpofe of gratifying 
boundlefs ambition, by deftroying 
the commerce, and giving a fatal 
blow to the pertver of Great Bri- 
tain. 

We have feen with great fatia- 
filftion, that the force which with 
juft confidence was entrufted to 
your majefty by parliament, has, 
by the "bletfing of Divine Provi- 
dence on the bravery of your fleets 
and armies, enabled your majefty 
to withftand the formidable at- 
tempts of your enemies, and to 
fruftrate thegreat expe&ations they 
had conceived ; and we hope and 
truft that the fuccefs of your rha- 
jefty’s arms in Georgia and Caro- 
lina, gained with io much honour 
to the conduct and courage of your 
majefty s officers, and to the va- 
lour and intrepidity of your troops, 
will have the moft important con- 
feqifeqces ; and that fuch fignal 
events, followed by thofe vigorous 
mealures which your majefty re- 
commends, and in which we are 
determined to concur, will difap*- 

point 
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point all the views of our enemies, 
and reftore the bleftings of a fafe 
and honourable peace. 

We are fatisfied that the only 
way to accomplifli this great end 
which your majefty fo eameftly 
dcfires, is to make fuch powerful 
and refpe&able preparations, as 
fhall convince our enemies that we 
will ijot lqbmit to receive the law 
from any powers whatever; but 
with that fpirit and refolut ion which • 
become us, will maintain the eflen- 
tial rights, honour, and dignity of 
Great Britain. 

Wc have a deep and molt grate- 
ful fenle of the con ftan t folicitude 
your majefty fhews to promote the 
true interefts and happinefs of all 
youf fubje&s, and topreferve in- 
violate our excellent conltitution 
in church and ftate. And we beg 
leave humbly to aflpre your ma- 
jefty, that ft fhall be our eameft 
endeavour to juftify anddeferve the 
confidence which your majefty fo 
gradoully places in our affe£fion> 
duty, amUe^J, 

His Majefty $ moft gracious /j/i/wer. 

My Lords, 

I Thank you heartily for this veiy 
loyal and dutiful addrefc. 

The joy you exp refs in the in* 
create of my family, and in the 
happy recovery of tfie cjueeu, is 
extremely agreeable to me. 

Your wife and fpirited refolu- 
kions to profecute the war with vir 
gour, and to maintain, at every 
hazard, the eilential interefis, dig*- 
irity, and honour of Great Britain, 
give me the higheft fatisfa&ion, 
and muft be productive of the moft 
falutary effects both at home aqd 
abroad. 


EGISTER, 1781. 

The humbk Addreft of the Jfouji c f 
Commons to his Majefty, 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

W E your roajefty’s moft duti- 
ful and loyal fubjedts, the 
Commons of Great Britain in par- 
liament aifembled, return your 
majefty the thanks of this houfc, 
for your moft gracious fpeech frqp 
the throne. 

Wc beg leave to congratulate 
your majefty upon the fafe delivery 
of the queen, and the birth of an- 
other prince; and to affure your 
majefty, that we take a fincerc 
part in every event that contri- 
butes to your majeftys dojneftic 
happinefs. 

We acknowledge, with the nt- 
moft gratitude,*) our majefty ’s con- 
defeending gooanels, in your de- 
lire to meet your parliament at 
this time, and your gracious ex- 
preftions of attention and regard ta 
the difpolition and wifftes of your 
people, 

W« are imprefied with a due 
fenfe of the difficulties of the pre- 
fent arduous conjuncture, when the 
whole force of France and Spain 
is combined and exerted to lup* 
port the rebellion in your ma- 
jefty’s colonies, and to attack all 
the dominions of your crown; 
and when it is but too manifeft to 
all the world, that the real views 
of this mod unjuft confederacy are 
to give a fatal blow to the com- 
merce and power of Great Britain, 
in relentment for the fuccefsful 
efforts which th‘19 nation has fo of* 
ten made, to fave the liberties of 
Europe from the ambition of the 
Houfe of Bourbon. 

W e have obferved with great and 

juft fatisfa&km, that your majefty* 

by 
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by the fapport of pour parliament, 
end tile fpirit and braverp of your 
fleets and armies, has, under the 
divine protect ion, been enabled to 
withftand the formidable attempts 
of your enemies ; and we offer our 
moft cordial congratulations to 
your majefty on the fignal fuccefies 
which have attended the progrels 
•f your majefty’* arms in ttye pro- 
vinces of Georgia and Carolina, 
and in which the conduct and 
courage of pour majefty’s officers, 
and the valour and intrepidity* of 
your troops, have been fo eminent- 
ly diftinguifhed. 

We confider your majefty’s ear- 
neft defire and folicitude to fee the 
war brought to a happy conclufion, 
as the ftrongeft proof of your pa- 
ternal regard for your people : but 
we entirely agree with your ma- 
jefty, that fafe and honourable 
terms pf peace can only be fecured 
by fuch powerful preparations and 
vigorous exertions as (hall con- 
yince our enemies, that your ma- 
jefty and your parliament are united 
ffl a firm and ftedfaft refolution to 
decline no difficulty or danger in 
the defence of their country, and 
for the maintenance of their eflen- 
fial interefts. 

We are thoroughly fen fi hie that 
foefe ends canrtot be effected with- 
out great and heavy expences; and 
we will grant your majefty fuch 
fupplieg as the lafting fecurity and 
welfare of your kingdoms, and the 
exigency of affairs, {hall be found 
to require. 

Your majefty may rely, with 
entire confidence, on the moft 
eealous and affectionate attachment 
of your faithful commons to your 
perfon, family, and government; 
and we acknowledge, with the 
bvelieft fentiments of reverence 


and gratitude, that the conftan* 
tenor of your majelty’s condu& 
fhews, that the foie objects of your 
royal care and concern are to pro- 
mote the happinefs of your peo- 
ple, and to prel'erve inviolate our 
excellent confutation in church 
and ftate. 

Hit Majefty s moft gracious Anker. 

Gentlemen, 

1 THANK you for this very du- 
tiful addrefs. 

I receive your congratulations 
on the increafe of my family, and 
on the happy recoveiy of the 
queen, as a mark of your loyalty 
and affection. 

I have a firm confidence that 
the fupport of my faithful com- 
mons, and the fpirit of my brave 
people, engaged in a juft caufe, 
and fighting tor their country and 
their effential interefts, will, in the 
end, enable me to furmount all 
difficulties, and to attain the ob- 
je£t of all my meafures and all my 
exertions, a fafe and honourable 
peace. 


Addrefs of the Archbiftiop, Bi/hops, 
and Clergy of the Province of 
Canterbury, in Convocation 
affembled , pre/ented to his Ma- 
jefty on the ijth of November, 
1780. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

W E your majefly’s moft' du- 
tiful and loyal fubje&s, the 
archbiftiop, bifhops, and clergy of 
the province of Canterbury, in 
convocation aftcmblcd, humbly 
beg leave to approach your throne, 
and with the deepeft fenfe of gra- 
titude for the protection we conti- 
nue 
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itne to enjoy under ycrar majelly’s 
teign, to offer our unfeigned con- 
gratulations oil the flirther fecuritjr 
of your majefty’s illufirious houfej 
by the birth of another prince, and 
on the happy recovery of our gra- 
cious queen, the patronefa of reli* 
gion and virtue. 

We are on this occafiott, par- 
ticularly obliged to acknowledge 
and admire a late inllance of your 
maiefty s attention to the interefts 
of Chriftianity, in your royal mu- 
nificence to the pious defigns pf 
the Society for the propagation of 
the Gofpel in Foreign Parts, erect- 
ed by a charter of your glorious 
predeceffor King William, and now 
reftored to its former activity, by 
the liberal contributions of. your 
fubje£ts, encouraged By youc raa* 
jelly's example. 

Amidft all the prote<ftion and 
favour we derive from the goodnefs 
of your majeliy’s heart, we lament 
the neceflity of confeiling, that the 
licentioufnefs of the times con- 
tinues to counteract your paternal 
care for the (late of national re- 
ligion. Bad men and bad books 
are the produce of all times t but 
we obierve with particular regret, 
that the wickednefs of the age hath 
of late been diredtly pointed at the 
fences of piety and virtue, cfiablifii- 
ed by God himfelf, and apparently 
fecured by law. 

Ihe open violation of the Lord’s 
Day, and the invitations of men 
to defert the religious duties of that 
day for amufements, frivolous at 
bell, appear^ to call for the aid of 
the civil magillrate, tc> check the 
progrels of an evil fo dangerous 
both to church and liate, by fup- 
pretling, on the Lord’s Day, places 
of reiort for pleafure, where the 
interpolation of the minifiers of re- 


ligion is impra&icable. We him- 
Wy aUbre your majefty, that fc hi 
as any exertions of our’f can reach; 
we ftall not fail toadmonifh and 
rebuke, both by Word and ex* 
ample. 

We havfe the comfortable heps, 
Sir, that it will appear to your ma* 
jelly, that Popety is lefy prevalent 
than it has been in this part of you* 
dominions. We are too aealoufly 
attached to Proteflantifm not ttf 
oppofe the errors’ of the fchurch of 
Rome, as well in controverted at- 
tacks* as in the more fuccefifiil 
way of teaching the do6lrines of 
our apollolical church > adhering 
at the lame time, invariably 41 
the principles of the Reformation, 
which direct us to oppolc error of 
every kind, by argument andpei* 
fuafion, and to difavow all violence 
in the cauie of religion. 

May Almighty God, who, for 
our fins, hath permitted your taa- 
jeliy to be involved in a war, juft, 
indeed, and neceffaiy, but, in its 
own nature, productive of much 
calamity, blefs your majefty’s ef- 
forts with decifive fuccefs't 

It becomes us, as minillers of 
the gofpel, to praife God for every 
vi&ory which has a tendency to 
the blelfings of peace; and when- 
ever it lhail pleafe his infinite wif- 
dom to rellore them to this nation, 
We lhail farther befeech him to 
grant to your majelly the full en- 
joyment of thofe bleftings for many 
years,- in the profperity and una* 
nimous loyally of your fubje6t& 

To which Addrtfs his Mbjefty ?r<« 
pkafed to return the j'ollmm ig 
?noft gracious Anjicer. 

I THANK you for your congra- 
tulations on thrincreale of my 
/ family* 
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fimDy,* and tfeC happy recovery of 
the queen. 

I hear with pleafiirC the zeal you 
ex|7rcfs for the interefts of onr holy 
rehgion; and I (hall continue to 
make it my conftant endeavour to 
fupport them updn the principles- 
of the Reformation, againft the 
mewachments of licentioufcds or 
fuperftitioii. 

Trufting to the juftice of my 
caufe, I rely on the continuance 
of the bleffings of Providence on 
my endeavours to reft ore to my 
people a fa fe and honourable 
peace. • ’ 


HOUSE op LORDS. 

, * 

Thwrfdty, Jamary aj, 1781. 

fT^HE following meflage from 
JL his majefty was delivered to 
the hmife by Lord Vifcount Stor- 
mont, Secretary of State for the, 
northern department, and was read 
hy the chancellor. 

“ George R. 

“ His majefty judges it proper 
to acquaint the Houfe of Lords, 
that during the recefs of parlia- 
ment, he has been indifpenfably 
obligated to dire& letters of marque 
and general reprifals to be iflued 
againft the States GeneraL of the 
United Provinces, and their lub- 

t( The caule# and motives of his 
majefty’s conduct on this occafion, 
are fet forth in his public declara- 
tion, which he has ordered to be 
bid before the houfe.* - 
r< His majefty has with the ut- 
moft reluctance been induced to 
take an Koitile meafure tagainft a 
date, whofe alliance with this 
fcingdom ftood not oidy^on the 
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faith of ancient 'treaties, but on 
the founded principles of good po- 
licy.*— His majefty has uled every 
endeavour to prevail on the States- 
General to return to a line of con- 
diuft, Conformable to thofe princi- 
ples, to the tenor of their engage- 
ments, and to the common and 
natural interefts of both kingdoms* 
and has left nothing untried to 
prevent, if poftible, the prefent 
rupture. 

“ His majefty is fully perfuaded 
that the juftice and neceifity of the 
mcafures he has taken, will be ac** 
knowkdged by all the world.— Re- 
lying therefore on the protection 
of Divine Providence, and the 
zealous and affectionate fupport of 
his people, his majefty has the firm - 
eft confidence, that v y a vigorous 
exertion of the fpirit and refources 
of the nation, he fhali be able to 
maintain the honour pf his crown, 
and the rights and interefts of his 
people, againft all his enemies, and 
to bring them to liften ix> equitable 
terms of peace.” 


PROTEST of the LORDS. 

Die Jovis, 2 Januarti , 1781. 

M OVED, That the motion fot 
an addrefs to his majefty on 
the foregoing mefthge be poft- 
poned, in order that the houfe 
may take into confideration an- 
other motion * for an addrefs to his 
majefty, that he would be graciouf- 
ly pleafed tc give orders, that there 
be forthwith laid before this houfe,' 
copies of all the treaties lately liib- 
'fifting between 'Great Britain and 
the ftates of the Seven United Pro- 
vinces, and alfo of the"correfpond- 
ence between his majefty’s mi- 
nifters 
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nifters and his late ambaflador tion of the correfpondenee beiwee# 
at the Hague, and of all memo* his majelty’s mibifters and his late: 
rials, requifitkms, manifeftos, an- arabaflador it the Hagite, and of 
fwers, and other papers, which all the memorials, complaints, re* 
have pafied between the two courts, quifitioni, manifefto*, anfwers, and' 
as far as they relate in any re- other papers which have parted be* 
fpe& to the prefent rupture, or tween fbe two courts, as far as they 1 
to any mifunderrtanding or com* relate in ahy refpedt to the prefent 
.plaints which have exitted between rupture, is indifpcnfable to war- 
the two nations fincc the com- rant parliament m pronouncing 
mencement of hoftilities between whether the hoftilities which his 
Great Britain and the provinces of majefty has authorized his fubjefts 
North America.’ to commence againft thofe of the 

Which being obje£ted to, after Seven United Provinces are, or 
long debate, the quertion was put, ate hot, founded in juftice, and 
whether to agree to the faid mo* consequently before they can with 
tion } propriety offer to his majefty any 

It was refolved in the negative* advice, or promife him any aftift* 
Contents — 19 7 ance, in the prefent conjun&ure. 

Proxies — o *9 The fudden attack which the 

Non contents 68 ~ miniflers have advifed his majefty 

Proxies — 163 * to begin againft . the property sf 

our neighbours, failing in full oon- 
Dissentient, fidence of pe&ce and of their al- 

ift. Becaufe we cannot eonfent lienee with this nation, made with- 
to involve this and other nations in out allowing the ufual time ftipu- 
all the horrors ef war, but upon lated by treaties, even between 
the cleareft proofs both of juftice enemies, for lecuring the property 
and neceflity; and it 'would be pe- of unfufpe6ting individuals ift 
culiarly inconfiftent with our pub- of a fudden rupture, is a proceed- 
lie truft, without fuch evidence, ing which, till explained, mull ap- 
to give a parliamentary faiuflion to pear unwarranted by the law of 
a war again ll the ancient and na- nations, and contrary to good 
tural allies of this nation. fftith 5 nor can We, upon the bare 

It is on the jultice of our caufe, recommendation of minifters, ap- 
and on the abfolute necelfity of prove of fuch & condu6t, or deter- 
proceeding to fuch ex t rem itiep, ' mine upon the nice Conftrutlion of 
that we mull be anfwerable to treaties arid reciprocal obligations, 
God and our confcicnces for a without fo much as hearing what 
meafurc, which neceifai ily plunges our late allies and friends have on 
millions of innocent people in the their fide to alledge, 
utmolt diitrefs and mifciy. It is But the influence of his ma- 

on this foundation alone that we jelly’s minifters in parliament has 
can with confidence pray for iuc- been fuch, ad" to obtain not only 
cels, or hope for the protection of the rejection of a motion which 
Providence. has been made for this neceflary 

We conceive that a careful, and information, but alfo to induce 
above all, an impartial examina- this great council of the nation, 

OR 
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bn i matter deeply affe&ing their 
inoft important interefts, to give 
a folenin opinion without any 
knowledge of the fa&s on which 
they have pronounced, with l'o 
blindfold a compliance to the* will 
of the court. 

2 dly, Becaufe, however fuffi- 
cient the reafon of juftice ought to 
be, that of expediency may per- 
haps be more prevalent, and . is 
not wanting on this occafion.- 

It has been the uniform and ap- 
proved policy of our ableft it ate f- 
men, for near a Century, to form 
alliances, and to unite with the 
powers on the continent to refill: 
the ambitious attempts of the Houfe 
of Bourbon. The Proteftant re- 
public of Holland, from the free- 
dom of its conftitution and fenti- 
niejit, as well as from its religion, 
has ever been deemed a valuable 
fupport of the liberties of Europe. 
Twice have they been on the very 
verge, of falling a facrifice to 
France in this caufe, and we can 
never believe that their old affec- 
tion to Great Britain can have 
been alienated, much lefs that a 
dire# rupture with them can have 
Income neceffary on our part, with- 
out grofs mifmanagement in our 
equpcils. We cannot but form the 
rooft ferious apprehenfions at fee- 
. ing the three great Proteftant and 
free countries of Great Britain, 
North America, and Holland, fo 
Weakening each other by war, as 
to become an eafy prey to the an- 
cient enemy of them all, when- 
ever (he fhall pleafe to turn her 
anps againft them* 

We are not infenfible of the di- 
ftrefsful fituation, with refpebt to 
the armed neutral powers, into 
vyhich vs^e have been led, ftep by 
ftep, by the unfortunate American 
Vol. XXIV. 
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war; blit as we are convinced that 
wicked and. weak councils have 
been the foie caufe of that unhap- 
py conteft, fp we are perfuaded 
that honeft *and able minifters 
might have prevented thi9,amongfl 
Pome of its wretched confer 
quences. 

But whilft the fame meafures, 
which have caufed our unexampled 
calamities, continue to be purlued 
and cherifhed ; whilft a fyftem of 
corruption prevails, which muft 
exclude both ability and integrity 
from our councils; whilft every 
intereft of the ftate is facrificed to 
its fupport, and every attempt at 
reformation rejected, our condi- 
tion can change but from bad to 
worfe. 

It is not fof us to pretend to 
foretell events,' which are in 'the 
hands of Providence ; but if caufe$ 
are fuffered;.to produce their na- 
tural confequeqces, we cannot but 
apprehend, from the prefen t con- 
duct of our* affairs, every danger 
to thb country, both foreign and 
domeftic, to which a nation can 
be expofed. 

Richmond, Rockingham, 

Portland, Devonihire, 
Fitzwilliam, Pembroke, 
Harcourt, Coventry, 

Ferrers. 

SECOND PROTEST* 

DlSSfeNTIENT, i 

For the above reafons, and for 
that, inftead of being convinced of 
the juftice, neceffity, or policy, of 
a war with Holland, as we ought 
to be, before we give our fanciion 
to that meafure, it appears to us, 
as far as the information we polfefs 
enables us, to be equally contrary 
to the interefts of both countries, 
[T] and 
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and to the inclinations of all wbofe combination, leave us ho other 


inclinations ought to influence the 
councils of either. Of fuch in- 
clinations in v many refpe&able 
members of the Dutch govern- 
ment* we thought we faw, and 
we faw it with pleafure, a fuffi- 
cient indication to encourage 
us to hope, that it is not yet 
too late to open a negociation, 
by which, if conduced with the 
temper, and in the language of 
conciliation, we may avert the 
evils which the continuance of this 
unnatural war cannot fail to pro- 
duce. 

With this view, it was recom- 
mended in the debates, with the 
eamednefo and ferioufnefs fuitable 
to the occafion, not to lofe an hour 
in propofmg a ceffation of hofti- 
lities with Holland, for the pur- 
pofe of meeting and cultivating a 
friendly difpofition, of reconciling 
commercial differences, and for re- 
ftoring that union of political in- 
tereds which has been hitherto 
thought fundamentally neceflary 
to the prefervation of the Protedant 
religion, arid of the liberties of 
Europe. The inattention of his 
majefty’s minifters to fuch a pro- 
portion, in the a£tual circum- 
ftanccs of this country, their dif- 
inclination to the obje6ts of it, fo 
plainly manifefted by the unprece- 
dented confifcations intended by 
their proclamation of the 20th of 
December lad, the lofs of fo va- 
luable an ally, the accefiion of fo 
confitleraHe a force to the for- 
midable powers antecedently com- 
bined againft us, and the jult 
grounds it afFords to apprehend the 
acceflion of other powers to that 

* The dlvifion did riot take phcc till 
botife ril’c till palt two. 


part to take, as members of this 
houfe, after having dated oar 
ideas of the extent of the danger^ 
and fuggeded what we conceive to 
be the bed and only remedy, this 
to enter our folemn proteft to 
culpate ourfelves from being ac- 
ceflkry to that accumulation of 
evils, which we forefee, and think 
might be, but will not be pit- 
vented. 

Wycombe, Portland, 

Camben, Rockingham, 

Richmond, Fitzwilliam, 

Ferrers, Pembroke.* . 


LORDS PROTEST. 

Die Joris Mart. 21 0 , 1781. 

A N A& for railing a certain , 
fum of money by way of ! 
annuities, and a lottery 5 and lor 
confolidating certain annuities 
which were made one joint ftodk, 
by an A6t made in the fecondyeir 
of the reign of his prefent majefly, 
with certain annuities confolidated , 
byfeveral A6ts made in thetwehfr* f 
. fifth and twenty-fixth years of tie 
reign of King George II. and in ' 
the fifth year of the reign of his , 
prefent majedy. . 

Moved, i( That the faid bS 
be now read a third time.” Which ^ 
being objected to, after debate tk 
quedion was put thereupon J and ■ 
it was refolved in the afnrmafivt. > 
THe faid bill was then accord* 
ingly read a third time. Ik 
queftion was put, that the did j 
bill do how pafs : it was refined 
in the affirmative. j 

half after one in the morning, nor ^ ^ j 

Dxs* - 
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Dissentient, 

" Becaufe when a bargain im- 
provident in its terms, corrupt in 
its operations, and partial in its di- 
ftributions, is negotiated by a mi- 
mifter atting for the public, its hav- 
Ug paded through the Houfe of 
finmons can be no reafon for its 
puffing without obiervation thro’ 
the Houfe of Lords. Without 
waving our undoubted right of 
giving a negative to this or any 
other bill, we refpe£t the principle 
of public credit too much to at- 
tetapt, at this jun&ure, to exer- 
cife that right, though if we look- 
ed only at the enormity of the 
abufe, the moft dirc6t oppofition 
never could be more properly call- 
ed for. 

u Twenty-one millions are add- 
ed to.the capital of the debt for a 
loan of twelve; five and a half 
per cent, perpetual annuity is 
granted ; fix hundred and fifty 
thoufand pounds are to be levied 
in the yearly taxes upon the peo- 
ple. In fuch a fituafcion the moft 
rigid ceconomy ought to have been 
ufed, and the premium on the 
loan ought to have been reduced 
in proportion to the exorbitance of 
the intereft to be paid. Several 
rircumftances appeared favourable 
to the minifter, if his object had 
been to ferve his country, rather 
than to raife a faction for his own 
fopport. Befides the profpe6t de- 
riv«i from the beginning of a ne- 
gociation for peace, it is allowed 
that treble the fum fubferibed had 
been offered, and a veiy large part 
of that furplus by perfons more re- 
fponfible than very many of thofe 
*ho were admitted. In that fitua- 
tion, fo favourable to the borrow- 
er, where the being permitted to 
Itnd was fought with emulation. 
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the firft Commiffioners of the 
Treafury chofe to make a bargain, 
opened at ten per cent, premium 
the day after the loan. 

“ This price was not the effe& 
of mere popular opinion, or of 
artful management, but was 
grounded on the real value of the 
great body of the other ltocks at 
the time, and was no more than 
what arofe from a juft relation to 
the.reft. We are the more diffa- 
tisfied with this fhameful prodi- 
gality of public money, by com- 
paring it with the period when a 
ftri£t and confcientious manage- 
ment of the public treafure at home 
became a foundation for the glory 
of our arms abroad. During the 
Duke of Newcaftle’s adminiftra- 
tion, the l'everal fucceffive loans 
from the year 1758 inclufive, to 
the time of his removal from office, 
never exceeded one and a half per 
cent, at the opening ; they were 
generally lefs and fometimes at 
difeount. Yet the national cre- 
dit was in vigour. During that 
time forty- three millions were bor- 
rowed. In thofe happy days, the 
minifters (landing on national 
ground, were not in a ftate of 
fervitude to any fet of men, nor 
led, through a falfe fyfteni of po- 
litics, to aggravate the diftreffes 
of their country, by hiring a venal 
cry to perfonate the voice of the 
public, and to give fupport to the 
meafures which had occafioned 
fuch diftrefies. 

“ It is not a matter of furprize 
to us, at a time when fuch things 
can be done with impunity, that 
lords of the greateft honour and 
ability have wholly difeontinued 
their attendance. v But it is not 
improper that thofe lords who do 
fometimes attend, fhould record 

[T*] 2 their 
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their names in teftimony of their 
ftrong condemnation of the terras 
of this loan, and of the motives, 
which, they conceive, di&ated 
terms fo very difadvantageous to 
the crown and the nation. 
Rockingham, 

Portland, 

N Ofbome, 

J. St. Afaph, 

De Ferrers, 

Fitzwilliam, 

Bolton, 

Ponlonby.” 


Anfner of flte States General to the 
Manifejio of the King of Great 
Britain. 

I F ever the annals of the world 
have furniflied an inftance of a 
free and independent ftate being 
attacked by an enemy, in the molt 
unjuftitiable manner, and without 
the lead: appearance of right or 
equity, by a neighbouring power 
allied for a long time, and bound 
by ties founded on the bails of 
common intereti, it is without 
doubt, the Republic of the United 
States of the Netherlands, which 
finds itfelf in that cafe with his 
majefty the King of Great Britain, 
and his minifters. From the be- 
ginning of the diiputes,, which had 
ariferi between that kingdom and 
its American colonies, their High 
Mightinefles, nowile obliged to 
interfere, had taken the firm 'and 
determined refolption tp adopt and 
Rrl&ly to adhere to the moft exa& ' 
neutrality : and when the faid dis- 
putes had kindled the flames of a 
war which had embroiled more 
powers than one, and fpread in 
fy veral parts of the world, their 
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High Mightinefles haveccmftantfy 
obferved and maintained the fame 
line of condudt; whilft, in the 
mean time, they have taken care 
to give on many occafions, and in 
fome inftances of a very effential 
nature, the molt convincing pr^s 
of their fincere inclination to 
form to the wiflies of his maje^y: 
fo far as they could do it without 
going againft the rules of impar- 
tiality, or bringing in queftiqn 
their rights of fovereignty. * 

It was with this view, 2nd for 
this purpofe, that their High 
Mightinefles from the beginning, 
and at the requifition of his Brb 
tannic majefty, caufed moft ex- 
prefs inhibitions to be publifhed 
againft the exportation of all war? 
like {lores to the colonies of his 
Britannic majefty in Ainerifcaf and 
againft all fraudulent trade with 
"the faid colonies : and . in order 
that the faid prohibitions fhotula 
be more efFe6tually carried into 
execution, their High Mightinefles 
made no difficulty to take fucl| 
farther fteps as greatly circron* 
feribed their own navigation,. and 
the trade of their fubje&s withthe 
Dutch colonies in the \tfeft-Indiesi 
It was to further the above pur-* 
pofes, that their High Migbti* 
nefles fent the moft exa6t orders to 
all commanders and governors of 
their colonies and fettlements, as 
well as to the commanders of their 
{hips of war, carefully toabftain* 
from doing, in regard totheAme* 
rican flag, any thing from which 
could bejuftly inferred or deduced 
an acknowledgment of the inde- 
pendency of the faid colonics : and 
it is alfo, elpecially to the abote 
intent, that their High Mighti- 
nefles having received a memorial 
prefented to them by the Englifh* 
ambafla- 
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ajnbfrlEwlpr, full of the heavieft 
complaints again!! the Goyernor 
qj^t, ,ijuftatia, condefcended to 
deliberate on the faid memorial 3 
couched in terms little 
COpfonant with the regard which 
ljjffitei gn powers owe to each 
other.; the confequence of the 
ia$ deliberation was the immedif 
ate recall of the faid governor, 
their High Mightinelfes 
called to an account for his con-* 
and who was not permitted 
to return to his refidence- till he 
bad cleared himfelf of all the 
charge* brought again!! him, be- 
fore a. court of juftice 3 a copy of 
n^tofe proceedings was foon after 
tcanfmitted to thq minifter of his 
Britannic majefty. 

jBy fuCh meafures as thefe, their 
Kgh Might inefi'es, who, always 
eameftly- wiftied to avoid giving 
$£ {mailed: caufe of difcontent to 
bw Bfftannic majefty, have con- 
Bantly endeavoured to promote and 
cultivate perfect harmony 3 but his 
Bntannic majefty's condud! to- 
W$jds tKe Republic has been diar 
metrically oppofite. 

.The differences between the 
epufts of London and Verfai lies 
bad fcarcely broke out, when they 
hpheld the ports of England filled 
^ith Dutch veffels, which were 
unjuftly feized and detained thei'e 
navigated upon the faith of 
the treaties, and were not laden 
with any other merchandile than 
what the exprefs tenor of the trea- 
ties had declared free and legal. 
They beheld thofe free cargoes, 
ftfced to lubmit to an arbitrary 
and defpotic authority. The cabi- 
net at St. James’s knowing no 
other rule than an aiTumed right of 
temporary convenience, thought pro- 
per to appropriate thofe cargoes to 
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the ufe of the crown by a' forcible 
purchafe, and to employ them 
in the fervice of the king’s navy. 
The moftearneft and ferious re- 
prefentations on, the part of their 
High Mightineffes again!! thefe 
proceedings were ineffectual, and 
it was in vain that they urged, in 
the ftrtfngeft manner poflible, the 
treaty fulfilling between England 
and the Republic. By this treaty, 
the rights and liberties of the neu- 
tral Jiag are deciftvely and clearly 
ilated. The fubjecls of Great 
Britain had fully enjoyed the ad- 
vantages of this treaty, in the fir!! 
and only cafe, wherein it plyafed 
the Court of London to remain 
neuter, whilft the Republic was 
engaged in a war. Certainly then 
in a reciprocal . cafe that court 
could not, without the greeted in- 
juftice, relufe the enjoyment of 
the fame advantages to the Re- 
public 3 and as little right as hi* 
Britannic majeily had to withhold 
the advantageous effects of this 
treaty from their high -Mightineffes, 
he had as little foundation for 
attempting to make them, quit the 
neutrality they had embraced, and 
to force them to plunge irito a 
war, the caufe of which related 
immediately to the rights and pof- 
feflions of his Britannic majeily 
lying beyond the. limits of defen- 
five treaties. — And, notwithlland- 
ing this treaty,, his majefty, from 
the commencement of the differ- 
ence with the crown of France, 
has made no fcruple of infringing * 
and violating it, The trefpalfes 
and infractions made on this treaty 
on the part of Great Britain, and 
the arbitrary decifions of the courts 
of juftice in that kingdom, di- 
rectly contrary to the exprefs fanc- 
tion of the fame treaty, multi- 

in 3 pi *" 1 
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plied daily. The merchant veflels 
became the innocent vi&ims of the. 
exa6tions and accumulated vio- 
lences of the fenglilh men of war 
and privateers. They did not 
however red there.— The very flag 
of the dates was not fpared, but 
openly and outrageoufly infulted 
by a hoftile attack upon the con- 
voy, under the care of the Rear- 
Admiral Compte de Byland. The 
ftrongeft reprefentations from the 
dates to his Britannic majefly were 
disregarded, the (hips taken from 
the convoy were declared good 
prizes, and this infult on the flag 
of the Republic was very foon fol- 
lowed by an open violation of their 
neutral territory, as well in Europe 
as America. They will content 
themfelves, however, with recit- 
ing two examples. 

At the ifland of St. Martin his 
Britannic majefly attacked and 
carried away by force Several veflels 
that lay at anchor under the cannon 
of the fort, where, according to 
the inviolable rights of mankind, 
the veflels ought to have found a 
lecure afylum. The infults com- 
mitted by an armed Englilh veflel 
on the coaft of the Republic, near 
Geedereede, furnifh a fecond exam- 
ple of thefe violations. Thefe in- 
tuits were carried fo far, that many 
inhabitants of the ifland, whodwelt 
on the fliore, where they ought to 
have fuppofed themfelves lecure 
from atiy difturbance, were expof- 
ed, by the violence of the fire from 
the (hips, to fuch imminent dan- 
ger, that they were forced to retire 
to the interior part of the ifland. 
Yet, for thefe unheard of proceed- 
ings, the Republic, notwithftand- 
ing the ftrongeft and beft founded 
reprefentations, has not obtained 
the fmalleft fatisfa&ion.-, • ->• * ■ 


Affairs being thus fituated* fir 
that their High Mightinefles had 
no other alternative left them, bat 
to fee the navigation and commerce 
of their fubje&s, on which the 
ruin or profperity of their Repub-j. ' 
lie alone depends, totally mihtb& 
latCd, or die to adopt meaftntf 
hoftile to their old friend and l aM 
at this period the Emprefaof Rujf 
fia, urged by a generous magna- 
nimity of difpofltion, thought pitK t 
per to interfere, and with as muck 
affedion as humanity invited the 
Republic to take the jufieft mea if 
, fures, and fuch too as wereeu* 
tifely confiftent with the tieatfr 
fubfifting between the ftates anf 
other powers, for the defending 
and maintaining, in conjundiol 
with her Imperial majefly, and thp 
other northern powers, thofe prfc 
vileges and immunities which 
rights of nations, and the mot 
folemn treaties allowed to neutral 
flags. , ' G 

This invitation could not but 1* 
infinitely agreeable to their Hlg^ 
Mightineffes, fince they confideiol 
it as a means of fecuring the uftdif- 
turbed comn7erce of their fubj&& 
upon the moft folid balls, andifc 
holding out a method of protedfajf 
their independence agamft &df( 
infraction, at the fame time th& 
it propofed nothing at all derogah 
tory to the alliance <contra£ted hfr 
tween them and his Britannic ms^ • 
jefty, or the other beUiger^ 
powers. But this was a meafufc 
of which the Court of London to? 
deavoured to deprive the Republic 
by proceeding with precipittfifl# 
to the moft defperate extremities 
by recalling their ambaflador, 1 if 
the publication of a tnanifefto, 
containing a lilt of fictitious grie- 
vances, and by granting letted 
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of marque and pretended reprifal 
againft the dates, their fubjedts, 
and their property, by which vio- 
lence indeed thiscourt did nothing 
more than clearly carry into proof 
andpradlicethedefigrts which they 
have for a long time foftered, of 
difregarding the true and effential 
iBterefts which connedt the two 
nations, and of deftroying the 
bonds of their ancieut amity by art 
attack fo replete with injuftice. 

It will not be at all neceffary to 
enter into an elaborate refutation 
ofthereafons, and pretended griefs 
which were alleged in the mani- 
festo, to convince every impartial 
man of their entire want of foli- 
dity. It will be fufficient to ob- 
ferve, in few words, with refpedt 
to the offer which was made by his 
Britannic ipajefty for opening an 
amicable conference, that the foie 
•bjedlof thefe conferences could 
only be this, to take into confider- 
ation the naval treaty fpoken of 
above; that the conftru&ion of 
this treaty, conceived as it is, in 
idrms the moll clear and exprefs, 
could not be a fubjedt of any doubt, 
or equivocation ; that it gives the 
Mptral powers a free right of con- 
veying to the belligerent powers 
all kinds of naval (lores ; that the 
Republic, neither propofing any 
thing elfe to themfelves, nor de r 
firing any thing more of his Bri- 
tannic majefly, than the quiet, un- 
ffifhjrbed enjoyment of rights, fti- 
pulated in this treaty, a point (o 
JQanifeft, aAd incontrovertibly 
equitable, could not perceive any 
reafon or motive for a negociati- 
pn, or any other new convention, 
Which mud have been derogatory 
to, the treaty in queftion, particu- 
larly as their High Mightineffes 
Could not prevail upon themfelves, 
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nor experience the lead difpefition 
to renounce, voluntarily, rights 
juftly acquired, nor to defift from 
their rights bya regard fortheCourt 
of England; a renunciation, which 
though advantageous to one of the 
belligerent powers, would be to- 
tally incompatible with the prin- 
ciples of neutrality, and by which 
their High Mightineffes would, ^ 
from another quarter, have fub- 
jedted the (late to dangers, which 
they think it is their duty mod 
folemnly to avert. Arenunciation 
alfo which would have carried with 
it a mod irreparable injury to their 
commerce and navigation, which 
is the principal fupport of the Re- 
public, and the fource of all their 
profperity ; for the different 
branches of their commerce are 
feverally fo intimately connedted 
with each other, fo as to form one 
whole, that 1 it impoffible to fe- 
parate one part of lo principal a 
nature as was expedted by the 
Court of London, without the en- 
tire ruin and dedrudtion of the ge- 
neral body : not to mentiou that 
at this time, when their High 
Mightineffes made a reafonable 
difficulty of acceding to the pro- 
posed conference, they yet quali- 
fied and tempered this effectual 
exercifc of their rights by a pro- 
vifional refolution. 

As for the fuccours required, 
their High Mightineffes cannot 
disenable that they never could 
conceive how his Britannic majefly* 
thought himfelf juflified to infift, 
under the mod diflant appearance 
of right or equity, for the affifl- 
ance Aipulattd by the treaties, at 
the time when he had already fore- 
gone the obligation which they 
impofed on him towards the Re- 
public. TneirHigh Mightineffes 

[T] 4 were 
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were not lefs furprifed to fee that, 
Whilft the difturbances in America, 
and then* direct confequences, could 
not affe6t the Republic by virtue of 
any treaty, and that the aftiftance 
had not been required before the 
declaration of the Court of Spain 
had increafed the number of the 
bel'igerpnt powers ; his Britannic 
majefty had neverthelefs taken oc- 
calion, from this event, to infifton 
his demand with fo much ardot 
and earneftnefs, as if his majefty 
had a right to pretend and main- 
tain, that, a war being once kin- 
dled between him and lome other 
power, was alone fufticient to com*- 
pel the ftates to grant dire&ly, and 
without any previous examina- 
tion, the faid ftipulated aftiftance. 

The Republic, it is true, had 
bound itfelf by treaties to aid and 
affilt the kihgdom of Great Bri- 
tain, whenever that power Ihould 
he attacked or threatened with an 
unjuft war: the Republic was 
moreover to declare war in fuch a 
cafe againft the aggreffor>; but 
their High Mightineftes never in- 
tended to give up that right which 
is the nature of a defenfive al- 
liance, and which cannot be dis- 
puted tp the allied powers to ex- 
amine firft, and before they grant 
the required aftiftance, or take 
part in the war, the principles of 
the diffenfions which have prevail- 
ed ; the nature of the differences 
from which they fprang ; as alfo 
to inveftigate and maturely weigh 
the reaions and motives which 
may inforce the Cafus Fctderi s, and 
which are to form the bafts of the 
equity and lawful oefs of the war, 
on the part of that confederate 
Rate claiming the afore faid aftift- 
ance. There is not a treaty ex- 
tant, by which their High Migh- 


tinefles have forgone the inde- 
pendence of the ftates, or facri- 
ftced their interefts f6’ thofe of 
Great Britain, fo far 
themlelves of the right of fo lit* 
ceftary and indifpenfable in ex- 
amination ; by taking fuch ftepsa* 
might infinuate, that ftiey flwUM 
be looked upon as' compelled to 
fubmit to the- pfeafute oTGrtit 
Britain, by granting the rtqailW 
aftiftance; even when the fcbdte 
court, beirtg at variance with 
another power, thinks proper to 
prefer a war to an amicable#:* 
commodation on well fupjtorW 
complaints. * 

It is not therefore through fjarft 
of party, or the fcbeme of a prdo* 
miqant cabal, but after a msttirt 
deliberation, and by a defitt # 
fupporting the deareft interefti'Of 
the Republic, that all the prtwte- 
cial ftates refoe&ively have,* with 
one voice, teftifted they were of 
opinion , that the aftiftance requir- 
ed Ihould be politely refufed ; and 
their High Mightineftes Miwuldltot 
have failed to communicate t® hh 
Britannic majefty, in confequettt 
of thofe refolutions, an aofwer te 
the repeated requefts for afStiaflte, 
had they hot been prevented ffota 
fo doing, by the violent and un- 
precedented inful t .offered to the 
Dutch flag, under the command 
Rear-Admiral Byland ; by their 
being refufed redrefs on fo ferioafl 
a matter, and by his majefty’a de- 
claration, no lefs ftrange than un- 
juft, in regard to the fufpenfion of 
the treaties which fubfifted betweeft 
him and tfte Republic. Thefe 
were fo many events which, as 
they required deliberations of a 
different kind, put an end to thofe 
which were held in confequence of 
the aforefaid requifttions. * It is ia 
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vafo, and in oppofition to all 
truth, that endeavours have been 
ufed to ’multiply the number of 
grievances, by alleging the fup- 
preflion of duties on exports, as a 
tneafure calculated to fecil it ate the 
carrying of naval ftores over to 
France : for, befides that the 
fifid fuppneflion is an objetl which 
rafpefts the interior' regulation of 
poitimerce, to which- all fover^igns 
have an^ uncontroverted right, 
and for which 'the^ are accawnt- 
able to no'* one, : ; fcbe< matter has 
been put in (^liberation, but* ne- 
ver finally refolved upoh ;• .fo that 
tfiofe duties areftill cm the former 
fobting ; and > what is : fet forth 
refoe<fting this matter in the ma- 
flifefto, is totally groundlefs, tho* 
it cannot be denied, that the con- 
{ht&of his Britannic majefty to- 
wards -the Republic, futniftied 
their High Mightinefles wkh but 
too many motives to juftify fuch a 
mfcafure on their part. 

The difpleafure of his Britannic 
majefty, in regard to what has been 
flone for Paul Jones, is equally 
groundlefs/ Their High Mighti- 
pefles had for many years before 
given general and pofkive orders 
for the admitfion into their ports, 
pf all privateers and armed flaps, 
With their prizes: ~ orders which 
h*ve been oblerved and executed 
Without 'the lead: exception : in 
thia cafe their High Mightinefles 
Could not defift from fuch orders, 
m regard to an armed fhip, which, 
provided with a commiflion from 
the American Congrefs, was in 
the Texel, together with the fri- 
gates of a fovereign power, with- 
out afluming the part of judges, 
aud giving a decifion in a patter 
which their High Mightinefles 
Were not obliged to take any cog- 
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nizance of, and in which it feem- » 
ed to them ctffflftary to the in- 
tereft of the Republic to interfere: 
their High Mightinefles, therefore, 
thought it beftnot to fwerve from 
the rules eftablfthed for fo long 
a time, but refolved to lay the 
ftrongeft injlm&iofls,’ left the fai4 
privateers atid armed 'fhips ftiould 
take in any warlike Hopes, and 
defired them t(5 <juit - the Toad 
as foon as poflitle, 1 without 1 being 
permitted to fojourrt, but juft as 
long as would prove absolutely ne- 
ceflaty to repair the damages fuf- 
fered : at ljea ; declaring formally 
at the fame time, that in cafe 
of h longer delay, their departure 
lhoiild be pofitively irtfifted upori. 
To this purpofe, the commanding 
officer'in the faid road took care 
to make every reqniftte dilpofi- 
tioii, the efte6ts of which the pri- 
vateer of Paul Jones had hardly 
time to prevent. In regard to 
what has happened in other parts 
of the world, the informations 
tranfmitted to their High Mighti- 
nelfes, from time to time, from the 
Eaft- Indies, are indirect oppofttioa 
to thofe which feem to have been 
laid before his Britannic majefty. 
The. frequent complaints of the 
Eaft-India dire£tion, addrefled to 
them, and which the love of peace 
had obliged the lattef to Another, 
as it were, in their breafts, are fo 
many incontrovertible proofs of the 
aflertion. The meafures taken it! 
regard to the Weft-Indies, before 
mentioned, wilt ferve at all times 
for an unqueftionable proof^of the 
fincerity of the zeal, and of the 
attention with which their High 
Mightinefles have atfiduoufly en- 
deavoured to obferve; in thele 
countries, the moft exa& and ftri& 
neutrality^ nor could their High 
Migh- 
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Mightineffes find out the lead ' 
legal proof of any infra&ion of 
their orders in this refpeft. 

As for what concerns the 
proje& of an eventual treaty of 
commerce with North America, 
framed by a member of the go- 
vernment of the province of Hol- 
land, without the fan&ion of any 
public authority; and the memo- 
rials prefented on this matter by 
the chevalier Yorke, the matter 
happened as follows ; 

As foon as this ambafTador 
had prefented 3 memorial, dated 
Nov. 10, 1789, their High jiligh- 
tineffes, without noticing the ex- 
preffions, rather unbecoming be- 
tween fovereigns, with which this 
memorial abounded, did not delay 
entering into the mod ferious de- 
liberation on that matter; and by 
their refolution of the 27 th of the 
ihroe month, they did not hefitate 
to difclaim and difapprove pub- 
licly whatever had been done in 
this affair. 

After this they had every rea- 
fon to expe£t that his Britannic 
majefty would have acceded to this 
declaration, fince he could not be 
ignorant thet their High Migfiti- 
neffes have nojurifdi&ion over the 
refpeftive provinces, and that it 
was to the States of Holland, to 
whom, as being inverted as the 
States of the other provinces with 
a fovereign and exclufive authority 
over their fubje&s, was to be fub- 
mitted, an affair which their High 
Might inetfes hadnoreafon to doubt 
but the other States of the faid pro- 
vinces would regulate according to 
the exigency of the cafe, and con- 
formably to the laws of the State, 
and the principles of equity. The 
eagernel's with which the chevalier 
\orke, by his fecond memorial. 


infilled on the punifhment, could 
not, of courfe, but appear very 
rtrange to their High Mightineffes, 
that if he did not receive the very 
fame day an anfwer to his memo- 
rial in every refpe& fatisfa&ory, 
he (hould find himfelf obliged to 
acquaint his court thereof by an 
extraordinary courier. Their High 
Mightineffes, informed of this de- 
claration, foon petceived its im- 
portance, as a manifertation of the 
meafures already determined on in 
the king’s council ; and although, 
according to the ertabhfhedcuftom, 
fuch verbal declarations from fo- 
reign minifters admit of no deli- 
beration, they nevertbelefs thought 
proper to fet it afide on this occa- 
sion, and to defire their recorder 
to wait on the chevalier, and in- 
form him, that his memorial had 
been taken ad referendum, by the 
deputies of the refpe£tive provinces, 
according to the received cuftora 
and conftitution of government; 
adding, at the fame time, what 
feemed defignedly omitted in the 
manifcfto, that they woujd endea- 
vour to frame an anfwer to his me- 
morial as foon as poflible, and the 
conrtitution of government would 
permit. In confequence thereof, 
a few days after, the deputies of 
the province of Holland gave no*, 
tice to the affembly of their 
Mightineffes, that the ftates of 
their province had vna vope, re- 
folved to require the advice of 
their court of juftice in regard to 
the requifition of punifhment, r^- 
quefting the faid court to give 
their opinion as foon as poffihk, 
foregoing all other affairs. Their 
High Mightineffes did not fail to 
acquaint the chevalier Yorke with 
th£ above refolve ; but what was 
their lurprize and artonifhjnrut, 
‘ ' when 
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when they underftood that the faid 
amballador, after having read his 
iaftru&ions, had fent a note to the 
recorder, wherein he called the 
abovefaid refolve illufive, and 
flatly refufed to tranfmit it to his 
court! This obliged their High 
Mightinefies to fend it to Count 
Welderen, their minifter at Lon- 
don, with orders to lay it imme- 
diately before the minifter of his 
Britannic Majefty; but the refufal 
of the latter created an obftacle to 
the execution of thole orders. 

All the circumftances of this af- 
fair being thus expofed, the impar- 
tial public will be enabled to ap- 
preciate the principal motive, or 
rather pretence, to which his Bri- 
ttannic Majefty has had recourfe, 
in order to give a fcope to his de- 
figns againft the Republic. To 
this we ma y reduce the whole mat- 
ter : his Majefty was informed of 
a negociation which would have 
taken place between a member of 
the government of one of the pro- 
. vinces, and a reprefentative of the 
American congrefs; which nego- 
tiation intended to lay the plan 
of a treaty of commerce to be con- 
cluded between the Republic and 
the faid colonies, cafu quo , that is 
tp fay, that in cafe the indepen- 
dency of thofe colonies (hould be 
acknowledged by the crown of 
England; this negociation, al- 
though conditional, and holding 
by a claufe which depended on the 
anterior a& of bis majefty, this 
negociation, which without the 
faid a£, or anterior declaration, 
cpuld not have the lead effe6t, was 
2i, mifeonftrued by his Majefty, 
aod.excited his difpleai'ure to fuch 
a degree, that he thought proper 
to require from the States a pub- 
lic difavowal and difapprobation. 
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as well as a complete pnnifhment 
and fatisfa&ion : it was in confe- 
quence, and without the lead de- 
lay, that their High Mightinefies 
acceded to the firft part of his 
requifition ; but the punifhment 
infilled upon was not within their 
power, and they could not aflent 
to it, withoutfftriking at the root 
of the fundamental conftitution of 
the date. The States of the pro- 
vince of Holland were the only 
ones to which it pertained lawfully 
to take cognizance of it, and to 
provide thereto by the ordinary 
means and the authority of the 
laws. This fovereign ftate adher- 
ing .to the maxims which oblige 
them to refpect the authority of 
the laws, and fully convinced that 
the maintaining that department 
in all the integrity and impartiality 
which are infeparabie from it, is 
the firmed bafis of the fupreme 
power ; that fovereign ftate, oblig- 
ed by what is .held molt facred, to 
defend and prote6l the rights and, 
privileges of its fubjebts, could 
not forget itlelf fo far as to 
fubmit to the will of his Britannic 
Majefty, by attempting to over- 
turn thofe rights and privileges, 
and exceeding the limits preferibed 
by the fundamental laws of its go- 
vernment: thefe laws required the 
intervention of the judicial depart- 
ment, and thofe were the means 
which the above dates refolved to 
ufe, by requiring on this obje6t, 
the advice of the court of juftice* 
eftablifhed in their province. < 
By an adherence to this method 
it was, that, before the eyes of his 
Britannic Majefty, the Englifh na- 
tion, and all Europe, were dif- 
played the unalterable principles 
of that juftice and equity which 
form the leading feature of the 
Dutch 
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Dutch confutation, and which, in 
fo important a part of* public ad- 
minidration, we mean that Which, 
concerns the exercife of the julti- 
cary power, will for ever ferve as 
abul-wark again ft whatever 1 could 
militate, with the fecurity and 
nKkpendance of a free nation. It 
was alfb by thefe means, apd by 
following this road, that, far from 
precluding juftice, or evading the 
punifhmenj; required, a free courfe, 
on the contrary, has been laid-open 
to a regular procefs, confer rhably 
to the conftitutional principles of 
the Republic; and by the fame 
xe&fon, in fhort, depriving the 
court of London of any pretence 
to complaint of a denial of juftice, 
care has been taken to anticipate 
the lead fhadow, or appearance of 
wafon, which might have atitho- 
xifed that court to make reprjfals; 
to which, neverthelefs* it has 
had recourfe without icruple, i tv 
a manner equally odious and urt^ 

joft. V 

To thefe ends, and fince, after 
the repeated outrages and heavy 
lodes which the fubjeCls of this 
Republic mull have experienced 
from his Britannic .Majefty, their 
High Mightineffes find themfelvea 
furthermore provoked, and aflailed 
by his aforefaid Majefty , and com- 
pelled to ufe thofe means which 
they have in hand, in order to de- 
fend the precious rights of their 
liberty and independence 5 they 
entertain the firmed hope that the 
Lord of hods, the God of their 
fathers, who, by the palpable dir 
reftion of Providence, fupported 
and carried this Republic through 
the greateft dangers, will blefs the 
means which they have determined 
to employ, by crowning t he judice 
pf their arms, with the eyer- tri- 


umphant affiftance'of bis omnyo*’ 
tent protection 5 whilft their Hr|h 
Mightineffes will ardently figh at 
ter the inftant; when they dial fee 
their neighbour aftd old ally, but , 
now their enemy, recalled tq fta- 
timerits more moderate and equit- 
able. And it is at that period,' 
where fheir High 'Mightineffes will 
improve* all the opportunity 
which, con fdnant with the honot? 
and independence'' bf a: free Hate, 
may terrd to i reconciliation W* { 
tween them and their : o!d fridB 
and ally.' ^ 

Thus givfcn ‘ : iEd!d fettled m 
affembly of ‘their High Miglrfi-’ 
nefl'es, our lords the States Get & 
ral of the United Provinces, at tfei 
Hague, the ioth day of Manfy ' , 
I/81. 

Signed, Coca. Haaftan, Vt 

By command, H. Fag*!# - 


Copy of the Maritime Treat*- 
between thc'EmprcJsof ftujfiawd 
the Kiilg of Denmark, acceded U 
by the King of Sweden , and State* 
General of the United Provincct, 

article: i. v 

■ ^ 

T HEIR TefpeCtiVe majefti^ ,j 
are fully and fincerely fc 
termined to keep upon the moft | 
friendly terms with the prtftnt . 
belligerent powers, and prefervg 
the mod eXiCt neutrality : they So- 
lemnly declare their firm intention, 
to be, that their refpeClive ftfc 
je6ls fhall ltri&ly obferve the laws 
forbidding all contraband trade 
with the powers now being, of 
that may hereafter be, concerned 
in the prefent difputes. 

II. To prevent all equivocation 
or mifunderdanding of the word 
contra- 
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contraband, tbeir imperial and the belligerent powers, their ooft- 
royal majeftiea declare, that the tracing majefties have already 
meaning of the faid word, is iolely challenged the privileges founded 
reftrained to. fuch goods and com- on natural right, whence fp ring 
tnodities as are mentioned under the freedom of trade and naviga- 
that denomination inc the treaties tion ; as well as the right of neu- 
fubfifting between their faid ma- tral powers ; and being fully de- 
jefties and either of the belligerent term ined not to depend in future 
powers. Her imperial majefty merely on an arbitrary interpret 
abiding principally by the Xth and tation, devifed to anfwer fome pri- 
Xlth articles of the treaty of com- vate advantages or concerns, they 
?nerce with Great Britain; the mutually covenanted as followeth: 
conditions therein mentioned, # Firft, That it will be lawful for 
which are founded on the right any (hip whatever to fail freely 
of nations, being underftood to from ©ne port to another, or along 
extend to the kings of France and the coaft of the powers now at 
Spain; as there, is at prefent no war.-— 2dly, That all merchandifb 
Specific treaty of commerce be- and effects belonging to the fub- 
twe^n the two latter and the for- jeCts of the faid belligerent powers, 
ID€e. His Danifh majefty, on his and {hipped on neutral bottoms, 
part, regulates his conduCt in this (hall be entirely free; except con- 
particular by the firft article of his traband goods. — 3dly. In order 
treaty with England, and the to afcertain what conftitutes the 
JfcJCYIth and XXVIIth of that blockade of any place or port, it 
lbbfifting between his Taid ma- is to be underftood to be in fuch 
jelly and. the king of France, ex- predicament, when the affkHing 
tending the provifions made in power has taken fuch a ftation, as 
the latter to th~* Catholic King; to expofe to imminent danger, any 
♦here being no treaty ad hoc, be- Ihip or (hips that would attempt 
tween Denmark and Spain. to fail in or out of the faid ports. 

. III. And whereas by this means — 4thly, No neutral (hips (hall 
the word contraband , conformable be flopped without a material and 
to the treaties now extant, and the well-grounded caufe : and in fuch 
ftipulations made between the cafes juftice (hall be done to them 
<JontraCting powfers, and thofe that without lofs of time ; and befidep 
ztt now at war, is fully explained ; indemnifying, each and every 
efpecially by the treaty between time, the party aggrieved, and 
Ruflia and Eoglaod . of the doth thus, flopped without fufficient 
of dune? ; bcrifceen the latter caufe, full fatisfaCtion fliall be 
and Denmark, of( the 1 1 th of July given to the high contracting 
and between their Danifh powers, for the infult offered to 
and mod Ghriftian JVfcajefties, of theitf flag. 

Aaguft 23d, 1741*$ httowiil and IV. In order to prot£& officially 
opinion -of the ,;higbr contracting the ge^eral trade of -their refpec- 
powers, are, that! all other trade tive fubjefts, otf the fundamental 
Vhatfoever (hall he deemed and principles aforefaid, her Imperial, 
remain free and unreftrained. and;his royal hraj'efty have thought 

; By the declaration ; deliver^ ’ to proper; for effecting luch purpose, 

, each 
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each refpe&ively to fit out a pro- 
portionate rate of (hips of war and 
frigates. The fquadron of each 
of the contracting powers (hall be 
ftationed in a proper latitude, and 
lhall be employed in efcorting 
convoys according to the particu- 
lar circum fiances of the navigators 
and traders of each nation. 

V. Should any of the merchant- 
men belonging to the fubjeCts of 
the contracting powers, fail in a 
latitude where (hall be no (hips 
of war of their own nation, and 
thus be deprived of the protection; 
in fuch cafe, the commander of 
the fquadron belonging to the 
other friendly power (hall, at the 
requeft of faid merchantmen, grant 
them (incerely, and bofia fide , all 
neceifary affiftance. The (hips of 
war and frigates, of either of the 
contracting powers, (hall thus pro- 
tect and afti ft the merchantmen of 
the other: provided neverthelefs, 
that under the fanCtion of fuch 
required affiltance and protection, 
no contraband be carried on, nor 
any prohibited trade, contrary to 
the laws of the neutrality. 

VI. The prefent convention 
cannot be fuppofed to have any 
relative effeCt; that is to extend 
to the difteriences that may have 
arifen (ince its being concluded : 
unlefs the controverfy (hould fpring 
from continual vexations which 
might tend to aggrieve and oppreis 
all the European nations. 

VII. If, notwithftanding the 
cautious and friendly care of the 
contracting powers, and their 
Ready adherence to an exaCt neu- 
trality, the Ruffian and Danift) 
merchantmen (houl^ happen to be 
inful ted, plundered, or captured 
by any of the armed (hips or pri- 
vateers belonging to any of the 
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belligerent powers : in fuch cafe 
the ambafiador or envoy of the 
aggrieved party, to the offending 
court, (hall claim fuch (hip or 
(hips, infifting on a proper fatis- 
fa&ion, and never negleCfc to ob- 
tain a reparation for the infult of- 
fered to the flag of his court. The 
minifler of the other contracting 
power (hall at the fame time, in 
the mod efficacious and vigorous 
manner, defend fuch requifition, 
which (ball be fupported by both 
parties with unanimity. But in 
cafe of any refufal, or even delay 
in redreffing the grievances com- 
plained of; then their majefties 
will retaliate againft the power 
that (hall thus refufe to do them 
juftice, and immediately agree to- 
gether on the mod proper means 
of making well-founded reprifab. 

VIII. In cafe either of the con- 
tracting powers, or both at the 
fame time, (hould be in any man- 
ner aggrieved or attacked, m con- 
fequence of the prefent conven- 
tion, or for any reafon relating 
thereto; it is agreed, that both 
powers will join, aCt in concert 
for their mutual defence, and 
unite their forces in order to pro- 
cure to themfelves an adequate' 
and perfeCt fatisfaCtion, both in 
regaid to the infult put upon thdr 
refpcCtive flags, and the lodes dif- 
fered by their fubjeCts. 

IX. This convention (hall re- 
main in force for and during die 
continuance of the prefent war; 
and the obligation enforced there- 
by, will ferve as the ground-work 
of all treaties that may be fet on 
foot hereafter: according to future 
occurrences, and on the breaking 
out of any fre(h maritime wars 
which might Unluckily difiurb the 
tranquillity of Europe. Mean- 

while, 
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While all that is hereby agreed 
upon (hall be deemed as binding 
and permanent, in regard both to 
mercantile and naval affairs, and 
fhall have the force of law in de- 
termining the rights of neutral 
nations. 

X. The chief aim and principal 
object of the prefent convention 
being to fecure the freedom of 
trade and navigation, the high 
contracting powers have antece- 
dently agreed, and do engage to 
give to all other neutral powers 
free leave to accede to the prefent 
treaty, and, after a thorough 
knowledge of the principles on 
Which its refts, fhare equally in 
the obligations and advantages 
thereof. 

XL In order that the powers, 
now at war, may not be ignorant 
of the flrength and nature of the 
tdgagements entered into by the 
two courts aforefaid; the high 
Contracting parties fhall give no- 
tice, in the moft friendly manner, 
to the belligerent powers, of the 
taeafiires by them taken ; by 
which, far from meaning any 
manner of hoftility, or caufing 
any lofs or injury to other powers, 
their only intension is to proteCt 
the trade and navigation of their 
refpeCtive fubjeCts.. 

XII. This convention fhall be 
ratified by the contracting powers, 
and the ratifications interchanged 
between the parties in due form, 
within the fpace of fix weeks, from 
the day of its being figned, or 
even fooner, if poffible. In wit- 
nefs whereof, and by virtue of the 
foil powers granted us for the pur- 
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pofe, we have put our hands and 
feals to the prefent treaty. 

Given at Copenhagen, July 
the 19th, 1780. 

(Signed) 

Charles D'Ostew, called 
SokenT 

J. SCHACK RaTLAU, 

A. P. Compte Bernstorff, 

O. Thoft. 

H. Eikstedt. 

Acceded to, and figned by the 
plenipotentiaries of the court of 
Sweden, at Peteriburgh, 21ft of 
July, 1780, and by the States- 
General accepted Nov. 20, 1780, 
and figned at Peteriburgh, Jan. 5, 
1781, with the addition only of 
article 

XIII. If the refpe&ive (qua- 
drons, or fhips of war, fhould 
meet or unite, to ad in conjunc- 
tion, the command in chief will 
be regulated according to what is 
commonly praClifed between the 
Crowned heads and the Republic. 



To the Honourable the Commons of 
Great Britain in Parliament af- 
fcmbled *. 


The humble Petition of the Britijh 
Subjects rejtding in the Provinces 
of Bengal, Bakar and Or if a, 
ajid their Jeveral Dependencies, 

Sheweth, 

“ F | ^HAT your petitioners, la- 
I bouring under the weight 
of many and great grievances, 
know not where to apply for re- 
lief with fo much propriety and 
confidence as to the Commons of 


# Prefentcd to the Houfe ^'an. 24, 1781. 

Great 
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Great Britain in parliament .af? 
ifembled, the great guardians of 
the liberties and properties of Bri- 
tifh fubje£ts. 

“ That your petitioners hum- 
bly conceive there are certain 
rights inherent in Englifhmen, 
and confirmed by the moll facred 
acts of the legislature, which/ no 
power on earth can legally deprive 
them of, where the laws of Qneat 
Britain are in force. 

tc That your petitioners ob- 
ferved, with the deepeft concern 
and atfli&ion, that at the palling 
of the aCt-of the 13th George HI, 
intituled, “ An act for eftablilh-* 
** ing certain regulations for the 

heft management of the affairs 
“ of the Eaft-India Company, as 
* e well in India as in Europe 
and previous to it, very erroneous 
reports had been propagated,: and 
injurious ideas entertained, of the 
principles and pra&ice* of theBri- 
tifh fubjedts retiding within thel'e 
provinces; from which it was in- 
ferred, that they required more 
rigorous reftraints and coercions 
than have beau ufuaily impofed 
upon Engliftimen. 

“ That your petitioners know- 
ing fuch reports, when applied to 
the community, to be void of all 
foundation in truth, did flatter 
themfelves that time, better in- 
formation, and their own loyal 
and obedient conduct, would have 
convinced their enemies, and the 
whole Englifti nation, of the in- 
juftice and cruelty of thel'e fuppo- 
fitions, and have excited the known 
candour of the Britilh Parliament 
to frame in their wiftlom luch or- 
dinances and regulations as were 
better adapted to the real circum- 
ftances and fttuation of your pe- 
titioners. 


“ That your petitionee* hM 
for Tome years vainly flattered 
themfelves. , with this expe&aliofy 
and now find, to their unfpeak- 
able forrow, that their dutiful fufc 
million appears only to have en- 
couraged the Juftices of the Su^ 
preme Court to proceed ftep by 
ftep in reducing them to the moft 
grievous diltrels, till your peti- 
tioners have in fact, been put oat, 
of the law by a declaration froni 
the Bench on a folemu occafion* 
that the a 61 of parliament above 
recited was not intended for thi 
fecurity and protection of thp 
whole, but for the immediate pro^ 
teClion of a part of the inhabitants 
of thel'e provinces. 

“ That your petitioners hunfc 
bly conceive that the trial by Jury, 
in all cafes where it can be grant* 
ed, is one of thefe inherent, un- 
alienable, and indefeafible rights* 
of which neither time rior circum-, 
ftances can deprive a Britifh fub- 
je£t living under Britifh laws $ 
yet the Juftices of the Suprenft 
Court of Judicature in Bengal* 
have, by the actual or aflunved 
powers of a charter granted un- 
der an a£t of parliament, refufaj 
to allow your petitioners the beV 
nefit of this facred bulwark oF 
their freedom, except in criminal 
cafes j thereby, as your petitioners 
apprehend, acting in direft con? 
tradi&ion to the. latfe a6t of par- 
liament, to the fundamental ly 
of the land, and the Great Char- 
ter of Britifh liberties. — Thi$ 
grievance, fo infuppor table, muft 
come home to the breaft of every 
Englifti man ; and none will fc 4 
it more fenftbly than the enlight- 
ened Members of a Britifh fenate. 

“ With all due fubmiflioa to 
the will of their moft gracious 
Sovereign, 
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Sovereign, and with the moft loyal 
and fincere affeftion for his perfon, 
fenvly, and government your pe- 
titioners humbly apprehend, that 
ndther letters patent, nor any 
other grant, can be valid if made 
contrary to the known law of the 
land: yet the faid Juftices, acfting 
under letters patent, aflame a 
power not only to fine andimpri- 
ion your petitioners, but to decide 
on all a&ions for damages for per- 
fonal wrongs, both determining 
t^e fa<ft, and aflefling the damages 
to any amount, at their own dif- 
cretion, thereby taking to them- 
felves an uncontrouled domiilion 
orer the perfons and property of 
your petitioners, to the great fear 
and imminent danger of all Bri- 
tifli fubje&s. 

u Your petitioners humbly con- 
ceive, that in all fubjeft ftates, 
but more efpecially in one fo re- 
mote from the leat of empire, 
where the difproportion between 
the governing power and thofe 
governed is fo great as to make 
the prefent fafety and future per- 
manency of the dominion itfelf 
depend entirely upon the preca- 
rious tie of ideal fuperiority, that 
all poffible tendernefs and caution 
fliould be ufed to prevent that 
opinion being weakened or de- 
ftroyed, or the authority and re- 
putation of the government lef- 
iened, left the multitude fhould 
be encouraged to put themfelves 
bn a level with their rulers, and 
lofe that idea of their fuperior 
power by which alone they are 
held in fubje&ion ; but, to the 
great mortification and alarm of 
your petitioners, they fee the re- 
aped and veneration which the 
natives have hitherto manifefted 
for the government daily decreaf- 
Vol. XXIV. 


* A PER S. * fso5 

ing, owing, as your petitioners 
verily believe, to the extenfion of 
the authority of the court a&ing 
independent of the government, 
to perfons and cafes where they 
conceive it never was the inten- 
tion of the legiflature to allow 
them to ad : a fpirit oftcontempt 
for its authority, and for Euro- 
peans in general, heretofore un- 
\ known, diffufing itfelf among the 
natives, which, if not reftrained 
in due time, muft terminate in 
difaffedion and refiftance, and 
ultimately occafion the deftrudion 
of the Britifti fubjeds refiding in 
thefe provinces, and the lols of 
thefe valuable dominions to the 
crown of Great Britain for ever. 

>i< That your petitioners enter- 
taining the molt perfed convidion 
of the truth of thefe obfervations, 
fuggefted by the refiftance fhewn 
to the authority of government in 
various parts of thefe provinces, 
and by the late daring tumult* 
heretofore unprecedented, which 
happened in open day in the ca- 
pital, and at the entrance of the 
feat of judicature itfelf, offer them 
with fubmiflion to your moft fe- 
rious confideration. 

“ Your petitioner^ have been 
informed, and believe, that ex poft 
fafto and retrofpedive laws are 
contrary to natural juftice, incom- 
patible with the laws of England, 
and irreconcileable to the feelings 
of a Britifti parliament, and that 
they are held in abhorrence by 
the nation. — That if thefe princi- 
ples are admitted in England, 
and acknowledged to be produc- 
tive of the moft fatal confeq lienees,' 
they muft apply ftill more forcibly 
to a fnbjeded country fituated at 
the diftance of half the globe, 
where the manners, curtoms,laws, 
[£ 7 ] and 
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gad prejudice* of the people dif» 
fer (o widely from thole of the 
governing nation. Your petition^ 
er$ appeal tq the humanity of 
the Britifh Parliament tQ refled 
on the innumerable hardftups 
which mud enfoe, and the uni* 
VCrfaJco.nfufian which muft be ocs 
Cafioned, as well to perfonal right* 
a* tp private and public property, 
by giving to the voluminous and 
intricate laws of England a bound* 
lefs and retrofpeftive power in the 
wvidft of Aha» and by an applica* 
tioo of thofe laws* made for the 
freeft and moft enlightened people 
*q earthy .the principle of whofa 
Conftitution is founded in virtue 
and liberty, to tranfadious with 
the natives of India* who have 
from time immemorial lived under 
' a despotic government* eftabli&ed. 
On fear and reftraint. And your 
petitioners mod earnestly call upon 
you to confider what' muft be the 
fear*, what mu ft be the terrors of 
individuals, to find their titles to 
property, their traofadions and 
engagements with natives, pre- 
vious to the eftabliihment of the 
Court of judicature, tried by the 
llandard of Engiilh law, and by 
paen educated under its forms, and 
Unavoidably imbibing its preju- 
dices; when no fucb laws could he 
Known to, orpradifed bv ; natives 
or Europeans, then refit' rig in 
the country, and at a time too, 
when few or no peifon* <>f a legal 
Knowledge were in the country tp 
' r adv»fe,them. 

44 Your petitioners humbly con- 
ceive, that no tyranny can be 
more dreadful iu its operations, 
or nipre fatal in itsconfequeoce?, 
than thai a court ellabliftied by 
law* with all the authority of ope 
of the firft courts in England, 


ftouW alfo pofbf# undefined 
er* and jurifdidion, of which tjkl 
judges of it are the foie tntfrprtt 
and under no eonuoui* but 
at the immenfjp diftance c# tbs 
mother country ; yet fuch is tbt 
fitqation of your petitioners j they 
are placed within the wch of tliur 
two-edged weapon* furrouadud 
with the. toils and pitfalk ef tba 
law, in a country where petjtuy 
is qjmoft a profcfljion, unknowing 
where they may reft in fofay ; for 
the judges of this court can, At 
pleai'ure, determine on the dtPO* 
poination of a civil injury, the de^ 
gree of its criminality, by what 
ftatytes it fhall be tried, wbatpe* 
ualtics (hall be kiflided, and who 
are, and who are not, amenable 
to the jurifdidion of the court. 
The Judges have declared that 
they are, by,tbe charter of jqfiiet* 
empowered to moderate the laws 
of England by the cuftoms of this 
country ; but their infornaatiwi 
refpt ding tbefe cuftams* can oaly 
be obtained from fuch witaefiesaa 
appear before them, and it is in 
the breafts of tfce Judges to admit 
orreje«ft whatevidericethty pltftfr* 
This power has filled your pfti- 
tiooers with the utimft terror wd 
difupay. If it had remained with 
a body of jurors, acquaiotad 
with the language of the p^tivM, 
informed as to their cuftoros, and 
bound by oath to decide, with 
truth and juftice, there wouM 
have exifted no foundation for 
either, 

“ Your petitioners pvcw?«df 
with heart-ft|t fetisfaftion, that 
fhe fa id ad had provided foil* 
barrier againft oppreilion, by 
thurifing an appeal from thedt; 1 
crees of the Supreme Court to ttl 
Majvfty in Council* which hit 
Mojffty 
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Majefty has alfo been moft gra- man nature which inevitably im- 
cioufly pleafed to recognize in his prefles a bias upon the mind in 
charter of juftice 5 but the hopes favour of its own decifions 5 and 
of relief raifed upon this founda- experience has decided, that rea- 
son, vanifhed from before us, fon and philofophy are too weak 
when your petitioners found that to reftrain it : but in all well-re- 
the judges of the court had not gulated communities, when the 
Only, taken upon themfelves to confequence of any principle is 
make and alter the rules of it, forefeen, or found to be fata!, the 


but that they could receive 6r re- 
fufe what evidence they thought 
proper, and that the appeal could 
only be heard under thefe rules, 
and upon the evidence recorded 
during the trial. Removed at 
fuch a vaft diftance from the tri- 
bunal of juftice, before an unjuft 
or illegal fen te nee could be re- 
verfed, the fufferer might fall a 
victim to penury, or perifti by im- 
prifonnrrent. But, from an appeal 
under fuch circumftances, what 
rcdrefs can your petitioners ob- 
tain? 

“ Your petitioners entertain all 
the becoming refpeft for the au- 
thority of the charter of juftice, 
|nd the utmoft reverence for their 
Sovereign, wliofe fan&ion it has 
received ; yet they cannot but ob- 
fervfi that by the powers dele- 
pted in this charter, men are 
conftituted the judges of their own 
*&*». which appear to your peti- 
tioners highly improper and in- 
confident. ’ For the Judges of the 
Supreme Court in Calcutta are 
empowered to fit alfo as a Court 
of Chancery, and in this capacity 
to revife, correct, refeind, or con- 
firm decifion spa (Ted by themfelves, 
whilft acting as judges in a court 
bf Jaw : and by another part of 
their inftitution, they poflefs the 
power, and they alone, of ftay^ng 
execution in* criminal cafes till 
bis majefty 's plea fu re be known. 

u There is a principle in hu- 


wifdom of the legifiature inter- 
pofes to check its operation. Your 
petitioners have the moft ^erfe& 
convi&ion, that the poffible evils 
of this power did not occur t6 
their moft merciful Sovereign, 
when his approbation was confer- 
red on the charter of juftice, and 
that they require only to be point- 
ed out to enfure redrefs. 

“ Your petitioners with all de- 
ference, epneeive that there muft 
be fome fundamental error in that 
inftitution, which requires a more 
than ordinary degree of temper, 
ability, and integrity, to carry its , 
purpofes into execution ; and they 
do not hefitate to declare, that to . 
adminifterthe power appertaining 
to the inftitution of the Supreme 
Court without extenfive public 
detriment, and partial a<fts of pri- 
vate feverity and injuftice (if it 
be poffible at all), requires more 
equity and moderation, difeern- 
ment and enlightened abilities, 
than they can hope to find in any 
men. To what extent the judges 
of his majefty’s court may pofiefs 
thofe qualities, your petitioners do 
not pretend to decide, and (till 
lefs to aflert that they do not pof- 
fefs them at all ; but they com- 
plain of the jurifdi&ion, of the 
uncontrouled, unlimited powers, 
with which the court is vefted, and 
with the execution of which no 
men are to be trufted. 

“ 'Your petitioners can bear 
[£/] 2 diftrefs 
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diftrefs like men, but they mu ft 
alfo feel like men, and fpeak thefe 
feelings like Erglifhmen. If the 
language of complaint is warm, 
let it be attributed to the dread of 
future injuries, from a keen fenfi- 
bility of what is pall. Your pe- 
titioners claim a trial by jury as 
their birth-right ; and they folicit 
to be rel eved from the other great 
grievances they labour under. To 
a^Britilh Houfeof Commons they 
appeal^ with the firmeft reliance 
on its wifdom, juftice, and huma- 
nity ; and in appealing to fuch a 
tribunal, they perceive their ap- 
prehenfions yield to the “moll 
flattering hopes of afpeedy redrefs. 

44 Your petitioners therefore 
humbly pray, that you will be 
pleafed to take into confideration 
the following rcquefts ; — 

44 To grant a trial by jury in 
all cafes where it is by law efta- 
blifhed in England. 

a To limit the retrofpetfive 
powers of the court to the time 
of its eftablifhment in Bengal. 

u To define, beyond the pow- 
er of difcretional diftinftion, the 
perfons who are and who are not 
amenable to the jurifdiftion of 
the court. 

44 To declare what ftatutes (hall, 
and what ftatu tes fit all not be in 
force in Bengal. 

44 To dire# and circumfcribe 
the power of the court in the ad- 
miflion and rejetfion of evidence, 
fo as that all rejeded evidence 
may accompany the appeal by 
way of affidavit or otherwife. 

44 To appoint diftindl and fe- 
parate judges for the law and 
fides of the court. 

6 reftore the ancient and 
confti>utional power of hearing ap- 
peal* in the firft inftance, to the 


fupreme authority in this govern- 
ment formerly veiled in the pre- 
fident and council, and bow veil- 
ed in the governor-general and 
council. 

44 To lodge a power of flaying 
executions in criminal cafes, till 
his majefty’s pleafure be known, 
in the governor-general and coun- 
cil. 

And your petitioners fhallevcr 
pray.’’ 

Calcutta in Bengal \ Feb. 26, 1 779. 

Signed by fix hundred and fort}- 
fpven perfons. 


Petition of the Jc=ws at St. Eufla- 
tius to Admiral Rodney end 
General Vaughan. 

To their Excellencies , the Commend- 
ing Officers in Chief of bis Bri- 
tannic Majcfty's Army and Kay} 
in the Well Indies. 

May it pleafe your Excellencies 

T O permit us in the name and 
on the behalf of ourfelves and 
others of the peopleof the Hebrew 
nation, refidents in the ifland of 
Saint Euftatius, humbly to ap- 
proach yourexcellencies,and with 
heartfelt anguilh, to lay our grie- 
vances before you, and fay: that 
it was with the utmoft concern and 
aftonilhmenf, we have already, not 
only received your excellenciesaf- 
flifling order and fentence, {ogive 
up the keys of our ftores with an 
inventory thereof, and^of our 
hopfehold plate and furniture, and 
to hold ourfelves in readineft to 
depart this ifinnd, ignorant of o© 
deftmation, and leaving our be- 
loved wives and helplefs children 
behind us, and our property and 
effete 
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effects liable to feizure and con- 
fifeation ; but alfo jfind, that thefe 
orders are for the major part car- 
ried into execution, a number of 
our brethren having, on Tuefday 
the thirteenth inftant, been fent on 
board a fhip, and have not fin ce 
been heard of. Such unexpefted 
orders as thefe from Britifh com- 
manders; whofe principal charac- 
terifticis 44 mercy and humanity,” 
have not only been prodmftive of 
the moft horrid and melancholy 
feenes of diftrefs and confufion, 
that ever Britifh eyes beheld un- 
der the fatal confequences of a 
rigid war, but numbers of families 
'arenpw helplefs, difconfolate, and 
in an abfolute Bate of indigence 
and defpair. 

Unconfcious of deferving fo fe- 
vere a treatment, we flatter our- 
felves that your excellencies will 
be pleafed to hear this our humble 
petition, and not involve in one 
complicated feene of diftrefs and 
mifery, oUr helplefs women and 
innocent babes ; confidently re- 
lying upon, and earneftly hoping 
that, through your excellencies 
juftice and humanity, we ftiall 
not fupplicate in vain. 

It is the peculiar happinefs of 
thofe who live under a Britifti con- 
ftitution, to be indulged with their 
own fentiments in matters of reli- 
gion, when thefe principles of reli- 
gion are not incompatible with, 
or fubverfive of the conftitution in 
church or ftate ; and it is the pe- 
culiar happinefs of the Hebrew 
nation to fay, that their religion 
teaches peace and obedience to the 
government under which they live: 
and when civil diflenfions have 
threatened to fubvert the conftitu- 
tion, the Hebrew nation have ever 
preferred a peaceful demeanour, 
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with true loyalty to the King, 
and a firm and fteady attachment 
to the laws and conftitution. 

For what reafan, or from what 
motive we are to be banifhed this 
ifland, we are at a lofs to account. 
-—If any among us have commit- 
ted a crime for which they are 
punifhable, we humbly beg thofe 
crimes may be pointed out, and 
that fuch perfons may be purged 
from among us. — But if nothing 
can be alleged againft us but the 
religion of our forefathers, we 
hope that will not be confidered 
a crime ; or that a religion, which 
preaches peace, and recommends 
obedience to government, fhould 
point out its fectaries as objects of 
your excellencies rigour, and me- 
rit exclufion from a Britifh ifland, 
by the exprefs orders of Britifh 
commanders. A moment’s re- 
flection muft difcountenance the 
idea, and leave us in perfect con- 
fidence of your excellencies fa- 
vourable anfwer. 

Permit us then to allure your 
excellencies, that we ever have, 
and (till are willing, to give every 
conscientious teftimony of obe- 
dience to government; and thofe 
of us in particular, who claim to 
be natural- born fubje<fts of Great 
Britain, moft humbly intreat your 
excellencies to order us before you, 
or before fuch perfon or perfons 
as ycrur excellencies fhall pleafe 
to appoint, there to prove our 
loyalty and fidelity, and to repeat 
2nd take our oaths of allegiance. 

May the God of all mercies in- 
cline your hearts to lifteo to the 
prayers and fupplications of your 
petitioners, and in this confidence, 
we humblyfubmito.urfelvestoyour 
excellencies determination, hoping 
that you will pardon us for the in- 
[f/] 3 trufion 
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traiion of this addrefs ; and that Ihe has fome reafon to think tint 
through your excellencies lenity the overtures made by her havfi 
and humanity, your excellencies been favourably received. In efifi* 
will be pleafed to grant us fuch fequence whereof, her Intern! 
favourable terms, as you in your majefty does not hefitate to give* 
judgment and wifdom (hall think frelh proof of her good intended 
molt advantageous to his majefty’s for bringing about a reconciliation 
intereft, and the honour and glory between the two powers,whomfliO 
of his fuccefsful arms. equally fupports, and who have 

And your petitioners, as in duty lived lo long in that natural an 4 
bound, will ever pray, &c. perfect harmony which belt fuiti 
Saint Euflatius, Feb. 16, 1781, their refpe&ive intefefts, by of- 

' fering them, in form, her fcrvice$ < 

and mediation, for the purpofe of. , 
Memorial from the Erqprefs of Ruf* putting an' end to that difeord and 
fia, to the States General. Hague, war which has lately broke 
March 3, 1781. between them. ' 

While Monfieurde 8imolin,hei 

H IS Excellency Prince Gal- Imperial majefty’s minifterat th$ 
litzin, Envoy Extraordinary Court of London, is fulfilling he! 
from Ruffia, held a conference on commands on this head 5 the fin* , 
the fifft inftant with the Prefident derwritten has the honour to aci 
of the States-Geoeral, and pre- quit himfejf of the fame talk here 
fented the following memorial with their High Mightineffe, and . 
from the Empref* of Ruffia : to affiure them of the zeal and rta* 1 

dinefs he wilhes to ha ve an oppofi 

4 High and Mighty Lords ! tunity to difplay, in forwafdiilk , 
« Nofooner had her Imperial thedelirable work of reftoringthfi 
majefty been informed of the Brir faid Hates to their Wonted peace 
tifti ambaffador's fudden departure and tranquillity. Thqt difintfi- 
from the Hague; than, without reftednefs* impartiality, and be* 
Watting for any further explan^T nevolenee, which have hitherto v 
tion, guided only by the friend- ftamped every adtion of her Ira-* 
fhip and good-will (lie bears to the perial majefty, are equally cofis 
two contending powers, and au ak- fpicuous in the prefent inftaflefi. 
eoed by the alarming tendency of The wiftiom and prudence®! 
a meafure fo detrimental to their your High Mightinefles willeafity 
mutual welfare and tranquillity, diftinguifh thofe facred charter? - . 

fhe dire&ed her minifter in Lon- iftics, and di&ate the anfwtf 
don to make the moft earneft re* which the underwritten . flialr 
prefeu atrons to that court, to tranfmit to his Imperial miftreft* 
prevent, if poffible, the matter as a proof of his having executed J 
being carried to any extremity, her commands, 
and to recommend the moft con- [Signed] ^ 

erhating meatures$ offering at the Le Prince de GAilftzJtf. 
fame time to promote them as far tt&gue y March i, tjti. 
as was in her power. Although . u 

her majefty has not yet heard of Hague, March y. Thfcfr fiunre 
any anfwer from the faid coflrtj and great Mightinefles, theftates 
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uf Holland and Weft Frieflaod, 
taking examined the above me- 
morial, have accepted of the me* 
dfadon offered by the emprefs of 
Rufifo* 


Mimotial of the -States General, h 
the Cokn if S ockbolm . 

StetclhbliH, March 6, i?8t. 
j&bwVah Lvnden, Envoy Extra - 
Ordinary froth the States'-Generhl 
of tht United Pr&vincet at . his 
Court) bat lately held a Co ftr- 
end with Count Ulrich Schieffer, 
Mihijftr hfrd Sett et a y of State 
for the foreign L tp Art mint, to 
*>bom he delivered tbt following 
Memorial, 

r | 'HE underwritten Entfoy U& 
JL traOrdiiiary from their High 
Mightineflfes the States General of 
the United Provinces* to hte ma- 
jefty the King of Sweden, in pur- 
foahee of an exprefs order from 
hh rftaftfcrs* has the honour to 
pfopoffc to his SWedifh Majefty* 
That their High Mightiness 
^Ving acceded, by their refolu- 
hoh of the aOth of November* 
?7^tothe treaty Of armed neu- 
taKtv, in conformity to the in- 
vitation of the northern powers ; 
ind placing the moft perfect con* 
Wtucfeinthe power, magnanimi- 
ty* and fidelity of their imperial 
royal majeftifes, for the fulfill 
lihg of their 6 ttgdg£if)ents* ahd the 
*fiWhtairting of their dignity* by 
a^coifiplifhinga work foglotibufly 
undertaken, namely, the liberty of 
tbefeas, and freedorfl of daViga* 
don for all neutral nations* were 
hot deterred by the eofifidfration 
of the coniecjiientesj Which that 
acceffion and declaration might bfe 
pt^di^ive^ftd th€J Republic, from 
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the part of the bdligereftt powers. 
But their High Mightinefles hate 
declared in favour of this acceffiort 
and declaration, in relying impli- 
citly on the fentiments of their 
imperial and royal majefties, 
whom they alfo acquainted ift 
due time, of the meafufes taken 
in eoh&qoeftcfe thereof. 

That the event has alfo juftified 
their tequifttionj in regard to the 
Britifh coitrt: finee the minified pf 
the latter, after his ffuitlefe enctea* 
vours to thwart the acceffion to the 
alliance, took the refolution* Oft 
the firft notice he had of it, to 
fpeak in a ftrairt trhly uftprece* 
dented, and ill fuited to the mu- 
tual regard which the refpeftive 
fovereign s owe to ea c h ot her: w i th- 
dut fo much as granting to the 
Republic a fufficient time to con- 
fider on the matter, according to 
the political fyftem of the Repub* 
lie, which his Britannic majefty is 
fully acquainted With : the Eng- 
lilhminifterinfifted, nevertheleis, 
upori an immediate and fpeedy 
fatisfaclion, and thepuniflimentof 
a pretended offence, occafioned by 
thedilCovery Of a negotiation with 
North America, without receiv- 
ing as an ample fatisfa&ion, the 
provisional anfwer, nor the formal 
difavowal of their High Mighti- 
irefics of a negotiation, of which 
(as acknowledged even by his 
Britannic majtuy) they had not 
the lead (lure, of knowledge : of 
anegociation relating to a pretend- 
ed treaty^ which, ih itfelf, fuffi* 
ciemly denotes, from its terms. 
Only the lkfetch of an eventual 
treaty entered into by private per- 
fons, without being formally au- 
thorised thereto by the body of 
the magiftrates of Amfterdaifi, or 
by the dates of thb province of 
\Uy 4 Holland,, 
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Holland, and much lefs by the 
States General, whofe members 
are alone authorifed to enter into 
engagements in the name of the 
Republic. 

The Britifh minifterwent even 
fo far as to refufe noticing the re- 
folution,by which the province of 
Holland (the only one concerned) 
was required to deliberate, how 
far the laws of the country might 
give authority to profecute the per- 
sons accufeti, and punifli them; a 
formality, without which no pu- 
nifliment can be infli&ed, neither 
in England nor in this Republic, 
or any other country. Nay, the 
' laid minifler ^yent fo far as to 
threaten, that in cafe of a refufal, 
his fovereign would adopt fuch 
means, as to procure himfelf that 
fatisfaftion. It was at the fame 
time refolved to attack the Re- 
ublic by furprize, and fo far 
alien the meafures taken to be- 
gin hoftilities, that lord Stormont, 
making ufe of vain pretences, 
would not fo much as accept from 
Count Welderen the aforefaid de- 
claration ; and anfwered, under his 
hand, 44 That he (Stormont) could 
no longer look upon him as the 
minifler of a friendly power, after 
having officially acquainted him 
pf his king’s manifeflo whilfl 
this very mahifefto (and this fhould 
be noted) was delivered into the 
hands of Count Welderen, only 
an hour before the time appointed 
by Lord Stormont, the preceding 
day, for giving him audience. 
That, moreover, although no men* 
tion is made in the manifeflo al- 
luded to, of the Republic accede 
ing to the treaty of the armed 
neutrality (which it was of the 
utmoft importance to pafs over in 
filence)i it neverthelefs appears 
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clearly, to the penetrating eye of 
your majefty, as well as to all Eu- 
rope, if the whole proceedings aic J 
attended to, and the time and j 
manner in which the manifeflo wa* ] 
publifhed, that the hatred, occa* j 
honed by the Republic acceding ' 
to the confederation of armed neu- j 
trality, is the true motive of hjs j 
Britifh majefly’s refentment, and ; 
the only one that could excite him 
to an open attack againfl the Re- i 
public, by feizing, at once, tfpqjl j 
a great number of Dutch mer- < 
chantmen, and fome fhips of war* ] 
Befides that the aforefaid maid* 
feflo, known to your majefty, fot . ; 
ficiently difplays the caufeofEog* .■ 
land’s difpleafure : the more w < 
as amongfl the pretences made ofe i 
of to varnifh over the hoflilitiea J 
again fl the Republic, it is faid, : 
that it had taken a neutral part; j 
without the cabinet of Sr. James's 
deigning to obferve, that fuchan- 
fwer was infulting to the neufral 
powers who are perfeflly ac- ‘ 
quainted with the treaties now in 
force between England and {lie 
Republic ; and that the latter 1 
could not be charged with an in- 
tention of entering into an alliance, 
with a power not lawfully neuter 
in the prefent contefl, and witbr 
out observing that this liberty of . 
negociating had been put beyond 
ail doubt, by England itfelf; fince, 
by fufpending, in April, 1780, the 
effedls of the treaty palled in • 
16 74, the Englifhhavi^gmanifeft-. 
ed their intent of looking hence- 
forth upon the Republic as a 
neutral power, no ways privi- 
leged by any treaty. 

That for the reafons here above 
mentioned, the animofity of Great 
Britain appears Bill more confpi- 
cuous, from the ill-grounded re*. 
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proach contained in the faid ma- 
nifefio againft thifi Republic, that 
their High MightinefTes had en- 
couraged the exportation of naval 
(lores for France, by fufpen/ling 
the ufual duties on thofe commo- 
dities, whilft it is known to all the 
world, that fuch a fufpenfion has 
never taken place, and that the 
Republic had a right to export thofe 
commodities, not only agreeably 
j to the treaty in 1674, but alfo in 
f conformity to the principles laid 
f down by the neutral powers in the 
L convention of armed neutrality, 
j That consequently it would be 
L needlefs to enter any farther into 
| the merits of the faid manifefto ; 

) as his Swedifh majefty has it in 
i his power to appreciate himfelf its 
value, and mud, moreover, be 
f fully perfuaded that the line of 
£ conduct purfued by their High 
! MightinefTes fince the beginning 
of the troubles with America, is 
f an evident proof, that they have 
[ never favoured or countenanced 
i the revolted colonies ; witnefs the 
f many partial condefcenfions in 
?. favour of England, which were 
l. merely gratuitous on the part of 
J their High MightinefTes, by cir* 
| Cumfcribing the trade within their 
I., own colonies ; by refuting to grant 
j* the protection of their convoys to 
f veffpls laden with (hip timber; and 
; by recalling the Governor of St. 
[■ " Euftatiaonfomeill-groundedcom- 

• plaints of the Britifh miniftry : 
f condefcenfions which have been 

rewarded by the attack and feizure 

* of the convoy of Count Bvland ; 
j, by a violation of the territories of 

this Republic, and by the taking 
: by force fome American veffels 
1 from under the very batteries of 
;■ the Hland of St. Martin. 

That their High MightinefTes 
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having thus faithfully adhered to 
the fy Item of moderation, it is evi- 
dent that the refentment of his 
Britannic majefty arifes merely 
from their acceflion to the treaty 
of armed neutrality; and that, 
confequently, their High Migh- 
tinefTes are fully authorifed to 
claim the performance of the con- 
ditions ftipulated in the articles 
VII. VIII. and IX. of the treaty 
of armed neutrality, which form 
the bafis of that union and alliance 
contraCIed between their imperial 
and royal majefties and the Re- 
public. That therefore no obfta- 
cles can hinder or delay the fulfil- 
ling of the engagements contracted 
by virtue of the faid confedera- 
tion, of which the Republic ought 
to be confidered as a member from 
the very moment in which their’ 
High MightinefTes acceded to the 
fame refolution at the Hague ; 
and difpatched their declaration, 
in conformity to the faid acceflion 
and convention, to the belligerent 
powers. 

That if their High MightinefTes 
had to complain only of a Angle aCT 
of offence, or an attack committed 
againft them, which was likely to 
be redreffed by the friendly inter- 
pofition of their allies, they would 
have claimed theirintervention ra- 
ther than have reccurfe to arms; 
but as their High MightinefTes find 
themfelves actually and Tuddenly 
attacked in an hoftile manner by 
his Britannic majefty, in confe- 
quence of, and from mere resent- 
ment of the above mentioned al- 
liance, they find themfelves under 
the necelfity of repelling force by 
force, and to return holtilities for 
hoftilities; being fully perfuaded 
that the allied powers will not he- 
fitate to make this their common 
caufe, 


Digitized by Google 



314] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1781. 


caufe, and to procure to their Re< 
public due fatisfa&ion and indem- 
nity for the lodes occafioned by an 
attack equally unjuft and violent; 
and that (he faid powers will 
moreover, in corjun£lion with the 
States General, take fuch farther 
iheafures, as the exigences of the 
prcfentcircumftances may require. 
This their High Mightinefles foli- 
cit with great eafneftnefs, and rely 
upon it with fo much more confi- 
dence, as they are firmly perfuad- 
ed, that the generous and equita* 
ble fentiments, which aftuate their 
imperial and royal majtfties, will 
not fuffer them to let the Republic 
fall a vi&im to a fyftemof politics, 
not left glorious than founded in 
equity, and eftablifhed for the fe- 
curity of the rights of neutral na- 
tions; and efpecially as the Re- 
public, if left fingly expofed to 
the iniquitous and violent attacks 
pf England, would hardly be able 
to cope with fhatoverbearing pow> 
er, and thus run the hazard of be- 
coming totally ufelefs to the faid 
con federation, 

For thcfe reafons, the under- 
written envoy extraordinary, in- 
filling on the motives urged here 
above, and fully perfuaded that 
the ratifications of the treaty fign- 
ed at Peterfburgfy will take place 
as foon vas poiiible* has the ho- 
nour, iii the name and by exprefs 
order of his mafters, to claim the 
performance of the engagements 
ffipulated in the Articles VII, 
VIII, and JX. of th,e faid treaty, 
ahd to require, in virtue thereof, 
a fpeedy and adequate affiftance 
from hia Swedifh majefty, whofe 
noble and equitable fentiments, 
acknowledged by all Europe, will 
not permit him to abandon the 


complete eftabli fitment of a fyfteai - 
worthy the higheft praife. 

The friendfliip and affie&ibn of 
your majefty towards their Hi^i 
Mightineffefe, leave them no rioift 
of your majefty's willingly gfanti ■ 
ing the affiftance which they bo# 
claim, and alfo ptonjife to tfer 
underwritten envoy a fpeedy awl 
fatisfa&ory anfwer, which he fa* \ 
licitfc the more anxioufly* as e?e^ 
moment’s delay may be attentfcd. r 
with heavy and irreparable 
to the Republic. . * ' i 

(Signed) w 

D. W: VAW.LTmtliS 
Stockholm , February 28, 1781. . 

His Majtftfs Speech on chfiug th 
Sejfbi f ParKdthtHty July it*. ‘ 
1781. ,/ 

My Lords ihd GentlMneH; . 

A lthough rhtfimfinrfif- 

thjs feffion has requirt&H f 
longer attendance than may hit"" 
been confiftent With your 
convenience, yet I am peffu& 
that you look back With fatiid! 
tion oti the time ybq have empMfe 
ed in a faithful difeharge of 
duty to your country, in the ptf* , 
font arduous and critical date (Sf * 
public affairs. 

I cannot fet yo(i depart Wft * 
your tefpeftive totmtioo, Withoi# 
alfuring yott of my entire appi#» 
bation of your cohdu&, and at ffi)* 
perfedT confident in the loyaltf 
and good affe&ions of this patlifr 
ibertt. ' 1 

The tear and ardour Which ytft 
have (hdwn for the honour of fltf * 
crown 5 yotif fltrfi arrd ftdhiy filjtf 
pdrf of a jttft catife, and the gm 
efforts you hate made to enable 8# 

to 
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t6f\tf9ti6iH\t all the difficulties 6f 
this ettenfive And complicated 
war, muft convince the world that 
(he iftcient fpirit of the Britifh 
fiatloA is not abated or dimi- 
tUM. 

la the irildft of thefe difficulties, 
pad have formed regulations for 
the better management and im- 
provement of the revenue; you 
fcvj* given Additional ftrfcngth and 
(lability to public credit; and your 
deliberations Oh the affairs of the 
fcaft-lndia Company, have termi- 
nated in fuch meafures as will, I 
tfDft, produce great and efTential 
advantages to my kingdoms. 

1 have obferved, with much far 
titfaflion, that during the courfe 
(if that important bufinefs, your 
attention was not more anxioufly 
dlre&ed to the. benefits to be de- 
rived from the territorial acqui- 
fltfdns, than to the happinefs and 
ftltifort of the inhabitants of 
thdfe remote provinces. 

Whatever may remain to be 
(fehefor fecuririg thofe valuable 
p&tfefGdti s, and for reftrairiing the 
abufesia which they are peculiarly 
Jfcbfe, you will, I doubt not, pro- 
ved to provide fdr at your next 
fluting, with the farrie Wifdorii and 
terrier that have governed yopr 
fate proceedings arid enquiries. 

Gentlemen of the Hotife of 
Commons, 

My particular thanks are due t6 
|dufdr the ample pro virion you^ 
Mvd riiade for the lervice of the 
current year, I fee With v great 
plfSTnrt, that .you have had it in 
jedi* poWer \o apply fo lafge a 
uhri ta the difehatge of the debt of 
ftd riavy, arid that the fupplieS 
frwch you hive granted have been 
fatfW iA a manner the teaft buf- 
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thenfome to the property and in-* 
duftry of my faithful people. 

My Lords and gentlemen. 
While 1 lament the continuance 
of the prefent troubles, and the 
extenfion of the war, I have thte 
cohfcious fatisfad^ion to reflect, 
that the conftant aim of all my 
councils has been to bring back my 
deluded fubje&s in America, to 
the happinefs and liberty they 
formerly enjoyed, and to fee the 
tranquillity of Europe reftored. 

To defend the dominions, and 
to maintain the rights of this 
country, was, on my part, the foie 
calife, arid is the only object of the 
war. Peace is the earned wifh of 
my heart : but I have too firm a * 
reliance on the fpirit and refources 
of the nation, and the powerful 
afliftance of my parliament, and 
the protection of a juft add all- 
ruling Providence, to accept it 
upon any terms or conditions than, 
fuch as may confift with the ho- 
nour and dignity of my crown, 
and the permanent ififerClt and 
fecurity of my people. 

Then the lord chancellor, by 
his majefty’s corrimand, fa id. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It is his rriajefty's foyal will and 
pleafure, that this parliament bfe 
prorogued to Thursday, the thir- 
teenth day of September next to 
be then here holden ; and this 
parliament is accordingly pro- 
rogued toThurfday, the thirteenth 
day of September next. 


Anfwet' given by Lord Stormont 
to Monf Simolin, the Ruftialri 
' Mini/ler with refpeSl to the Me- 
diation offered by the Emprejs be- 
tween 
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tnveen Great Britain and the 
United Provinces. 

T HE alliance which hai fub- 
fifted fo many years between 
Great Britain and the States Ge- 
neral, has always been confidered 
bv his majefty as a tie, formed by 
the moft natural caufes, and not 
only agreeable to the intereft of 
both nations, but abfolutely ef- 
lential to their mutual welfare. 

The king has done every thing 
in his power to preferve this tie 
unbroken, and even to ftrengthen 
it ; and if the condud of their 
High Mightinefies had at all an- 
fwered to that of his majefty, they 
would Bill have remained in their 
utmoft force. But fince the com- 
mencement of the prefent troubles, 
the only return made by the Re- 
public to this conftant friendfhip, 
has been the total relinquiflhment 
of the principles of an alliance, 
the prime object of which was the 
mutual defence ofthe two nations ; 
an obftinate refufal to fulfil the 
moll facred obligations ; a daily 
violation of the moft folemn trea- 
ties; an afiiftance given to the very 
enemy, againft whom he had & 
right to demand fuccour ; an afy- 
lum granted to the American pi- 
rates in the Dutch ports, in open 
violation of the cleared ftipula- 
tions ; and to complete the whole, 
a denial of juftice and fatisfa£lion 
for the affront given to the digni- 
ty of the king, by a fecret league 
with his rebellious fnbje&s. 

All thefe accumulated injuries 
rendered it impoffible for the king 
to take any other part than that 
which he has done. 

When the motives which ren- 
dered this rupture inevitable were 
explained to the public, the king 


afcribed thecondu£t of the Repub- 
lic to the true caufe ; that is. to 
fay, to the unhappy influence of a 
faction, which facrificed the in- 
tereft of the nation to their own 
private views. But the king at the 
fame time, manifefted the moft 
fincere defire to bring back the Re- 
public to that fyftemofftri£t union, 
efficacious alliance and reciprocal 
protection, which has fo much 
contributed to the welfare and 
glory of the two flates. 

When the emprefs offered her 
good ofiices to effedfc a reconcilia- 
tion by a particular . peace, the 
king teftified his gratitude todier 
for that frefti proof of a frieodflnp 
which he values fo highly, and 
avoided expofing the mediatiunof t 
her majefty to the danger of a 
fruitlefs negotiation. He explain- 
ed his reafons, which perfuadcd 
him, that in the prefent difpofi- 
tion of the Republic, governed 
by a fa£lion, all reconciliation, 
during the war with France, would 
be merely fuperficial, and would 
afford. an opportunity to the party 
which fways the Republic; to'aa 
as fecret auxiliaries of all the 
king’s enemies, under the maft tf 
a pretended alliance with Gffa t 
Britain. 

But if there are any indications 
of change in this difpofition,' if 
the powerful intervention of bet 
imperial majefty fhould be able to 
effect any alteration, and inddce 
the Republic to return to thdfe 
principles which the moft 48 * 
cerning part of the nation biTC 
never foriaken, his majefty wiU,& 
ready to treat with their Hjgf* 
Mightineftes on the fubiefltof ? 
feparate,peace ; and it is nis tfifc, 
that the Emprefs of all the Rufias 
may be the iole mediatrefs of this 
peace. 
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Peace. She has been the firlt to 
offer her good offices, and fo pow- 
erful an intervention as hers, can- 
not gain any thing either in weight 
or influence by the acceffion of 
the molt reipedtable allies. 

The friendfhip of the emprefs 
to both nations, the intered which 
her empire has in their reciprocal 
welfare, her known impartiality, 
and elevated views, are fufficient 
pledges of the manner in which fhe 
will condudl this falutary work : 
and in a negociatibn, the whole 
o^j eft of which is to terminate a 
war, caufed by a violation of the 
treaties, and by an affront offered 
to his crown, his majefty relies, 
with the utmoft confidence and 
fatisfadtion, upon the mediation 
of a fovereign, who holds facred 
the faith of treaties, who knows fo 
well how to eftimate the dignity 
of fovereign s, and who has main- 
tained her own, during her glori- 
ous reign, with fo much greatnefs 
and refolution. 

(Signed) Stormont. 

State Paper prefented by Baron Nol- 
&en, /^Swedifh Miniftcr , refident 
in London, concerning the Media- 
tion of that Court between this 
Country and the States General of 
the United Provinces. 

T HE King does not imagine 
it necefiary at this time, for 
n^n to enter into an explanation of 
the principles which have govern- 
wtnis conduct ever fince he af- 
ceadedthe throne of his anceftors. 
He has been guided by the love of 
peace, and he could have*wiftied 
fohave feenall the other Europe- 
Stoi powers enjoy that blefling, as 
Uninterruptedly as himfelf, Thefc 


defires, dilated by his natural fen- 
timents of humanity, have not 
been fulfilled. — The flame of war, 
kindled in another hemifphere, 
has communicated to Europe; but 
the king dill flattered himfelf, that 
this conflagration would not ex- 
tend beyond its firfi bounds, and 
particularly that a nation, entirely 
commercial, which have made neu- 
trality the invariable foundation 
of its condudt, would not have 
been enveloped in it; and yet, ne- 
verthelefs, this has happened, al- 
moft in the very moment when th^t 
power had entered into the moll 
inoffenfive engagements with the 
king and his two nothern allies. 
If the mod exadt impartiality that 
was ever obferved, could not ex- 
empt the king from immediately 
feeling the inconveniences of war, 
by the confiderable Ioffes fuftained 
by his commercial fubjedts, he had 
much greater reafon to apprehend 
the con fequences, when t hole trou- 
bles were going to be extended ; 
when an open war between Great 
Britain and the Republic of Hol- 
land multiplied them ; and, to 
conclude, when neutral commerce 
was about to endure new {hackles 
by the hodilities committed be- 
tween thofe two powers. The 
king could not fail to perceive 
thefe evils, and to wifi) fincerely 
that the meafures taken by rhe 
Emprefs of Rutfia, for extinguifh- 
ing this new war, in its beginning, 
might be crowned with the mod 
perfedl fuccefs ; but as this falu- 
tary work has not been brought to 
perfedlion, the king has refolved 
to join with his allies, the Emprefs 
ofRulfia, and the King -of --Den- 
mark in endeavouring to difpofe 
his Britannic majedy to liden to 
the pacific fentiments which fheir 

High 
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High Mightiness the State Ge-. 
•oeral have already mac|e known, 
by their confenting to open a ne- 
gotiation for peace. 

* If fuch are the inclinations of 
that Monarch, which ought not to 
be doubted, it appears that a fufV 
pen fi on of hoftilities would be the 
moft efleotial prelude to their ac- 
compli (foment, a s military opera* 
tions accompanying a negotiation 
of that nature, can only lerve to 
errjbarrafi and retard the matter, 
whilft the allied courts wi(h for 
Clothing more than to be able to 
accelerate it by every method that 
may tend to the advantage and fa- 
tisfadlion of the two belligerent 
powers. 

In the (incerity and rectitude 
which animate his majefty and his 
two allies, he cannot conceal the 
apprehenfion which he feels from 
the repbrt of the continuation of 
the war, which may be productive 
of the moft fatal confequences, 
and may revive a variety of con- 
trovert es and difputes. This mo- 
tive, and more particularly a de- 
lire to prevent a farther effufion of 
blood, are con fi derations which 
ought to operate on the mind of 
the King of Great Britain; and in 
theentire confidence which his ma- 
jefty places in thofe circumflances, 
he would receive the trueft fatis- 
fadtign, if, by his interpofitipn and 
mediation, joined to that of his 
allies, he ffoould fucceed in termi- 
nating the differences which have 
taken place between Great Bri- 
tain and the United Provinces. 

(Signed) 

The Baron de Nolksn. 


W9 * + - 


Cojy of the Anfwr given to the 
foregoing fafer y hy Lv** Stor- 


mont, on the j8 th of Sepkifai 
to tbt Baron de bJoJkw, 
Swedifh E*voj/ 

T HE prefervatioq of public 
tranquillity has been tfocfirft 
objedt of bis majefty*s care* dunnf 
the whole cpurfe of his reign 
commencement of that reigM^f. 
fignalijted by the reftnramjf 
peace. - 

The kibg made very great w 1 
crifices to humanity, to proepg 1 
that bleihng, and he had reaf&tt 
flatter himlelf that, by fucbuw* 
deration, in the midft of 
he fhouLd fecure the public qtn$ 
upon the moft folid and dur*bfc 
foundations, but thofe hopcsijttt , 
all proved fallacious, and 
foundations have been 
the ambitious politics of the Cflipt 
of Verfaiiles. This court, afer 
having fecretly fupported ihe Ity 
bdlion kindled in America, bPtfb 
iy joined his majefly’s rebdwf 
nibjedls; and on account of thjl 
violation of public faith, aodtbk 
diredf adf of hoftility, he com* 
menced the prefcnt war. 

The condudl of the Republic of 
Holland, through the whole co&ffe 
of the prefect war, has excite^ a 
general indignation. — This nation 
prefents itfelf under a very dUfe* 
ent afpedt from that of a napoo 
merely commercial ; it is a refpcfr 
able power, fora long time bouud 
to Great Britain by tne clofrfyl* 
liance. The principal objc&O* 
that alliance was their coriut** 
fafety, and exprefsly the mow 
protedlion of each other agahdl 
the ambitious defigns of a daBA* 
ou$ neighbour, which tbciruiiW 
efforts have fo often defetfcfeJ® 
their reciprocal advantage, arf » 
that of all Europe. s 

The 
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Tht defertioR of all tbefc prin- 
ciple* of alliance, which the king, 
on hjs part, conftantly adhered to ; 
an ftbftinate refufai to fulfil the 
■ facred engagements ; a daily 
iafraction of the mod folemn trea- 
Si§»; affiftance given to thofe very 
; enemies, againft whom he had a 
; fight to demand fuccour ; an aly- 
; bmand protection granted in the 
Dutch ports to the American pi- 
#cs, ia direct violation of the 
clear and precife ftipulations; 
lad, to complete the whole, a 
denial of juftice and fatisfa^ion 
fcr the affront offered to his ma- 
jefty’s crown, by a clendeftine 
^ape entered into with his rebel- 
. neats fubjeCU ; thefe accumulated 
Wfes of complaint, made k im- 
ps® hie for the king to take any 
itber meafures than thofe which 
' k has done, though with the mod 
fiocere regret. In explaining to 
Republic the reafons which ren- 
dered this rupture inevitable, he 
aicribed the cpnduCl of the repub- 
lic to the true caufe, namely, to 
*k fatal influence of a fa&ion, 
wkfrcrificed the national intereft 
to their oWn private views 5 but 
king expreffed, at the fame 
tone, the mod earned defire to 
king back the Republic to that 
fyftem of clofe union, efficacious 
fiance, and mutual protection, 
Irtish has fo much contributed to 
the profperity and glory of the 

'When the Emprefs of Ruflia 
•^cd her good offices, to effeCt 
• JftPO^ociliation by a feparate peace, 
;$*jgKing, in exprefling tho grati- 
Jftde which that frelh proof of a 
whichever appeared to 
To valuable, juftly merited, 
”A?%cd expofing her imperial ma- 
fruitlefs negociatipa; but 


now that there are forae mark? of 
a change in the difpofition of the 
Republic, fomp indications of a 
dpfign to return to thofe princi- 
ples, which the wifeft part of the 
Batavian nation have never de- 
ferted, a negociation fora feparate 
peace between the king and their 
High Mightineffes may be opened 
with fome hopes of fuccefs, under 
the mediation of the Emprefs of 
all the Rulfia^, who has been the 
firft to propofe her good offices in 
this falutary work— If his majefty 
did not immediately avail himfelf 
of that offer, it was becaufe he 
had every reafou to believe that 
the Republic only fought at that 
time toamufe him by an infidioqs 
negociation^ but the king would 
think that he made an ill return 
to the fentiments which prompted 
thofe firft offers, and would be 
wanting in the regard fo juftly 
due to her imperial majefty, ana 
to the confidence which fhe in- 
fpires, if he affociated to her medi- 
ation any other, even that of an 
ally the moft refpe&able, and for 
whom the kingentertain3 the moft 
fincere friendfhip. 

(Signed) Stormont. 


To the King s moji Excellent Majefty. 

The bumble Addrefs and Petition of 
fundry Weft- India Planters and 
. Merchants , on behalf of tbewjilvcs , 
and others inter efied in the BritUh 
Weft-India Iftands . 

Moft gracious Sovereign. 

W E your majefty’s moft du- 
tiful and loyal iu bj eels, tfte 
planters and merchants interefted 
in the Britilh Weft-India iflanejs, 
beg leave to approach your royal 
prefence. 
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prefence, with hearts full of the 
warmed attachment to your ma- 
jetty's perfon and family, and to 
the happy conftitution of this 
kingdom. 

The unhappy breach between 
Great Britain and the colonies of 
North America, had no fooner 
taken place/ than the Weft-India 
planters and merchants humbly 
represented to your majefty, and 
* to both houfes of parliament, their 
apprehenhons of the diltrcfs and 
danger, that would probably enfue 
thf re from. 

When the colonies of North 
America formed an alliance with 
the ancient enemies of this king- 
dom, thofe apprehenfions of your 
majefty’s petitioners were greatly 
encreafed ; and they fliould nave 
conlidered themfelves as deficient 
in every duty to your majetty, as 
well as regard to the great inte- 
retts of this kingdom, had they 
not reprefcnted to your majefty ’s 
minifters, the additional danger to 
which all the Britifli Wett-India 
iflands were expofed, from fo 
powerful a combination. 

Every effort was, therefore* 
early made, and invariably con- 
tinued, by your petitioners, to 
urge your majeftyV minifters, to 
provide effectual reinforcements 
for their proteflion, and particu- 
larly to induce them to keep a 
permanent fuperiority of naval 
force in the Weft-Indies, as being 
the natural, and only certain fe- 
curity of thofe poftelfions. The 
lofs of feveral of thofe Iflands has 
afforded a melancholy proof of 
thofe timely and unremitted ap- 
plications, * 

Confident, however, that the 
remaining iflands mutt be con- 
sidered as objefts deferving the 
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mott ferious attention, your peti- 
tioners did not yield to defpaif, 
but trufted that the unhappy ex- 
perience of paft lofTes would ex- 
cite your maiefty’s minifters Jo 
adopt fuch meafures, as might 
effectually fecure thofe iflands, 
which ttiil remained. 

But it is with the utmoft coo* 
cern, that your petitioners are 
compelled to declare, that the re- 
maining iflands are flill fo Unhap* 
pily deftitute of protection, that 
at no moment of the war have they 
been expofed to more imminent 
danger, than in the prefent awful 
conjuncture. 

Your petitioners, therefore, 
alarmed by the inefficacy of their 
former applications to your ma* 
jefty’s minified, humbly iropfott 
your majefty to enforce and extend 
the prefent affurances they have 
given us, and to direCt, that with*' 
tout delay, reinforcements, naval 
and military, adequate to the per* 
manent defence of your majefty’i 
Weft-India iflands, may be tent 
out, fo that, by the blefiing of Prp^ 
vidence, thofe mott valuable pofc 
feflions may ft ill be preferved ttf 
the Britifli empire. 

And your petitioners (hall ever 
pray, &c. &c. 


To tbe King's moft excellent Majtjtj. 

The bumble Addrefs , Remonftratce l% 
and Petition , of the Lord-mayh V*' 
Aldermen , and Livery of the City 
of London , in Common ball 6p* 
fembled. 

May it pie afe your Majefty > 

I MPRESSED with an 

fenfe of the dangers whie^ 
furround us, feeling for ourfelvcs 

and 
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fttld Our pofterity anxious for the fubje&s vefted in the publicfunds* 
glory of a country hitherto as much has loft above one third of its* 
renowned for the virtues of j uftice value. 

and humanity, as for the fplendour Private credit has been almoft 

of its arms, we approach your wholly annihilated by the enor« 
throne with fentiments becoming mous intereft given in the public 
citizens at fo alarming an hour $ loans* fuperior to that which is 
at the fame time with, that refpell allowed by law, in any private 
which is due to the monarch contrail. Such of our brethren 
of a free people, and a prince of in America as were deluded by 
theifluftrious houfe of Brunfwick* the promifes of your majefty *s mi* 
to which we^feel ourfelves in a nifters, and the proclamations of 
peculiar manner attached* by all t your generals to join your ma* 
the ties of gratitude and affec- ' jetty’s ttandard* have been fur* 
tion* ' rendered by your majefty *s armies 

It is with inexpreffible concern to the mercy of their vi&orious 
that we have heard your Majefty countrymen, 
declare, in your fpeech to both Your majefty** fleets have loft 
houfes of parliament* your inten* their wonted fuperiority* 
lion of perfevering in a fyftem of Your armies have teen cap* 
neafrres which has proved fo dif- tured, 

aftrous to this country. Such a Your dominions have been loft, 

declaration calls for the voice of And your majetty’s faithful fub* 

a free and injured people. We jells have been loaded with a bur* 
feel the fefpeH due to majefty: then of taxes, which, even if our 
but in this critical and awful mo* viltories had been as fplendid as f 
meat, to flatter is to betray* our defeats have been difgraceful,* 
Your majefty’s minifters have, by if our acceflion of dominion had 
fclfe aflertions and fallacious fug- been as fortunate as the difmem* 
geftions, deluded your majefty and berment of the empire has been 
the nation into the prefent unna- cruel and difaftrous, could not in 
tural and unfortunate war. The itfelf be confidered but as a great 
confequences of this delufion have and grievous calamity, 
been, that the trade of this coun* We do, therefore* moft humbly 

try has fuffered irreparable lofles, and earneftly implore your majefty 
and is threatened with final ex* to take all thefe circumftances into 
tin&ion. — your royal con fi deration, and to 

The manu failures in many va* compare the prefent fltuation of 
luable branches are declining* and your dominions with that uncom- 
their fupply of materials rendered mon ftate of profperity to which the 
precarious, by the inferiority of wifdom of your royal anceftors, the 
your majefty ’s fleet to that of the fpirit and bravery of the Britifh 
enemy in almoft every part of people, and the favour of Divine 
the globe. Providence, which attends upon 

The landed property through- principles of juftice and humaniy, 
out the kingdom has been depre- had once railed this happy coun- 
ciatedto the moft alarming degree* try, the pride and envy of all the 
Theproperty of yourMaiefty’s civilized world ! 

Vql.XXIV. [AT] We 
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We befeech your majefly no 
longer to continue in a delufion 
from w hich the nation has awaken- 
ed; and that your majefly will be 
gracioufly pleafed to relinquifti 
entirely, and for ever, the plan of 
reducing our brethren in America 
to obedience by force ; a plan 
which the fatal experience of part 
Ioffes has convinced us cannot be 
profeeuted without manifeft and 
imminent danger to all your ma- 
jefly’s remaining poffeflions in the 
weftem world. 

We wifh to declare to your ma- 
jefty, to Europe, to America itfelf, 
our abhorrence of the'continuation 
of this unnatural and unfortunate 
war, whicjr can tend to no other 
purpofe than that of alienating 
and rendering irrecoverable the 
confidence of our American bre- 
thren, with whom we (till hope to 
live upon the terms of intercourfe 
and friend (hip, fo necefTary to 
the commercial profperity of this 
kingdom. We do, therefore, far- 
ther humbly implore your majefly, 
that your majefly will be gracioufly 
pleafed to difmifs from your pre- 
fence and councils all theadvifers, 
both public and fecret, of the mea- 
fures we lament, as a pledge to {he 
world of your majefly’s fixed de- 
termination to abandon a fyftem 
incompatible with the intereft of 
your crown, and the happinefs of 
your people. 

Signed, by order, 

William Rrx. 

* '* * 1 * ^ * — 

Petition of' Henry Laurens, Efy. to 

the Houfe of Commons. 

Totbe Right Hon. Charles Wolf ran 
Cornwall, Speaker , and the Hon. 
the Houfe of Commons. 

T H E reprefemation* and 
prayer of Henry Laiurens, 
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a native of South Carolina, fomc 
time recognized by the Britifh 
£ommiflioners in America by the 
flvle of his Excellency Henry 
Laurens, Prefident of Congrefs, 
now a clofe prifoner in the Tower 
of London ; 

Moflrefpe&fulty fheweth,That 
your reprefenter for many years, at 
the peril of his life and fortune, 
evidently laboured to preferveand 
flrengthen the ancient friendfhip 
between Great Britain and the co- 
lonies; and that in no inflance he 
ever excited on either fide the 
diffenfions which feparated them. 

That the commencement of 
the prefent war, was a fubjeft of 
great grief to him, inafmuch as he 
forefaw and foretold, in letters 
now extant, the diflrefles which 
both countries experience at this 
day. 

That in the rife and progrefs of 
the war, he extended every a<$ of 
kindnefs in his power to perfons 
called Loyalifts and Quietiffc, as 
well as to Britifh prifoners of war, 
very ample proofs of which he 
can produce. 

That he was captured on the 
meritan coafl, full landed upon 
merican ground, where he few 
exchanges of Britifh and Ame- 
rican prifoners in a courfe of ne- 
gotiation ; and that fuch exchanges 
and enlargements upon parole are 
mutually and daily pradtifcd in 
America. 

That he*Was committed to the 
Tower on the 6th of Oftober, 
*7?o, being then dangeroufiy ill; 
that in the mean time he has, in 
many refpe&s, particularly by be- 
ing deprived (with very little ex- 
ception) of the vifits and confol- 
tations of his children and other 
relations find friends, fuffered un- 
der a degree of rigour, almofl, if 
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not altogether^ unexampled in mo- 
dern Britifh hiftory. 

That from long confinement, 
and the want of proper exercife, 
and other obvious caufes, his bo- 
dily health is greatly impaired, 
and that he is now in a languifhiag 
Hate: And, 

Therefore your reprefenter hu m- 
bly prays your Honours will con- 
defcend to take his cafe into con- 
futation: and, under proper 
conditions and reftri&ions, grant 
him enlargement, or fuch other 
reliefras to the wifdom and be- 
nignity of your Honours (hall 
feera fitting. 

Henry Laux’ens. 
Tower of London, 

Dec. i, 1781*. 


The Second Report of the Commif- 
fioners appointed to exami ne, take 
and Jlate the Public Recounts of 


P URSUING the line of in- 
quiry marked out in our firft 
report to the legiflature, namely, 
an examination of the balances in 
the handsof thofe accountants who 
receive money from the fubjeCt to 
be paid into the exchequer; that we 
might omit no office of receipt,and 
no receiver of the public revenue 
underthatdefcription,weobtained 
from the office of the auditor of 
the exchequer, “ A lift of all the 
public offices where money is re- 
ceived for taxes or duties, and of 
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the names of all perfons who arc 
receivers of public money raifed 
upon the fubjett by taxes or du- 
ties, and who pay the fame into 
the Exchequer.” 

We have examined into the man- 
ner in which the public revenue 
is collected, received, and paid 
into the exchequer in all thefc 
offices, and by alfthefe receivers. 

In thecuftoms,the receiver ge- 
neral, William Mellifh, Efquire, 
certified to us, that upon the 10th 
of September laft, there was in 
his hands, exclufive of the cur- 
rent weekly receipt of the duties 
of the cuftoms, the fum of four 
thoufand four hundred and twelve 
pounds three fhilli,ngs and ten 
pence; which fum was the amount 
of certain collections tranfmitted 
to him, either from the planta- 
tions, or particular out-ports ; and 
was to continue in his hands no 
longer, than until the comptrol- 
ler-general, as to fome parts of it, 
and the commiffioners, as to other 
parts, fhould direCt under what 
heads of duties the feveral items, 
of which this fum was compound- 
ed, fhould be arranged, and paid 
into the exchequer, or othefwiff 
difpofed of. Mr. Mellifh has in- 
formed us, that part of this fum ha» 
been fi nee paid by him, according 
to orders of the commiffioners and 
comptroller-general ; and that the 
other part thereof, amounting to 
three thoufand twohundred eighty- 
eight pounds fourteen (hillings and 
eleven pence farthing, was re<- 
maining in his hands the 20th in- 


*™ s petition was prefented to the Houfe in the form in which it came 
out of Mr. Laurens sown hand, it being written by him in the Tower with 
a leaden pencil. 

report was giren in the Annual £egilter for the preceding 

[X)i ftani 
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Rant : this remainder, we are of 
opinion, the commiffioners and 
comptroller-generaWhould in their 
feveral departments arrange, and 
the receiver-general ihould pay 
according to luch arrangement as 
fpeedily as poffible. 

By the examinations of Jofhua 
Powell, Efquiref chief clerk to the 
comptroller-general ; and of Mr* 
Anthony Blinkhorn, affiftant to 
the receiver-general; it appears 
that the duties of the cuftoms are 
collefted by officers, either in Lon- 
don or at the out-ports.: in Lon- 
don, the chief teller every day re- 
ceives them from .the colle&ors, 
and pays them into the office of 
the receiver-general ; at the out- 
ports, the collectors remit their 
receipt by bills to the receiver- 
general, and are not permitted to 
N retain in their hands above one 
hundred pounds, unlefs for fpe- 
cial reafons, allowed of by the 
commiffioners, and by the lords 
of the treafury. The nett produce 
of every duty received in each 
week is paid by' the receiver-ge- 
neral in the following week into 
the exchequer. 

In the excife, we find from the 
examinations of George Lewis 
Scott, Efquire, one of the com- 
miffioners, and of Richard Paton, 
Efq; fecond general-accountant 
(both annexed to our firft report), 
' that the collectors retain in their 
hands no part of the duties they 
receive; and that the receiver- 
general every week pays into the 
exchequer the nett produce of this 
revenue, unlefs fome forefeen de- 
mands in the following week make 
a refervation of any part of it nc- 
ceflary. 

In the (lamp office, we examined 
Mr. James Dugdale, deputy re- 


ceiver-general ; and Mr. John 
Lloyd, firft-clerk to thecomptrol* 
ler and accountant-general ; from 
whom we colleCt, that the whole 
produce of thefe duties, arifing 
either from the receipt at the 
office in London, or from bills re- 
mitted from the diftributors in the 
country, is paid every week into 
the exchequer. 

In the falt-office,Milward Rowe, 
Efquire, one of the commiffioners, 
and Mr. John Elliot, correfpon- 
dent, were examined : the collec- 
tors of thefe duties are continually 
remitting their receipt to the of- 
fice in bills ; every week the ac- 
count is made up, and the whole 
balance paid into the exchequer, 
referving always, in the hanos of 
the cafhier, a fum not exceeding 
five hundred pounds, for the pqr- 
pofe of defraying the incidental 
expences of the office. 

In the office for licenfing haw- 
kers and pedlars, we learn from 
Mr. James T urner, one of the com- 
miffioners, that the riding fur- 
veyqrs keep remitting to this of* 
fice, in bills, the duties they receive 
in the country ; which the cafhier 
pays, together with what he re- 
ceives in London, weekly, into 
the exchequer, purfqjmt to the aft 
of the 9th and ioth of Kin£ 
William the Third, provided his 
whole receipt amounts to more 
than two hundred pounds; referv- 
ing in his hands fuch a fum as 
may be fufficient for the pay- 
ment of falaries, incidents, and 
current expences. 

In the office for regulating hack- 
ney coaches and chairs, we colled 
from the examination of Mr. Jo- 
feph Marfhall, clerk to the re- 
ceiver-gener&l, that the duties or 
rents of the hackney eoaches be- 
come 
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t come due every lunar month, and cei ver-general pays Into the ex- 
of the hackney chairs every quar-^ chequer feven hundred pounds 
ter ; and thefe rents being ufually every week, purfuant to the aCI of 
paid within a certain time after the 9th and 10th of Queen Anne, 
they become due, the receiver- chapter the i«th, and the balance 
general makes a payment of one in his hands he pays in every quar- 
thoufand pounds into the exche- ter, referving about five thoufand 
quer every twenty-eight days, ex- pounds to anfwer incidental war- 
cept that each of his quarterly rants from the board, to pay fa- 
payments amounts to five hundred lanes, and other expences of the 
pounds only, as he then referves in office. 

his hands a fum for the payment of There are four branches of the ✓ 
falaries, and the incidental expen- ' revenue which are cohered not 
ces of the office. under the direction of commif- 

The punctuality and expedition fioners, but by fingle perfonsonly ; 
with which the duties collected in thefe are the firft fruits and the + 
thefe offices pafe from the pocket tenths of the clergy ; and the de- 
of the fubjeCt into the exchequer, duCtions of fix-pence, and of one 
leave us no room to fuggeft any /hilling, in the pound, out of pen- 
alteration in the time or irianner fions, falaries, fees, and wages. ' 
of paying in the fame. We examined Edward Mulfo, 

In the po/t-office, Robert Tre- Efquire, the receiver, and John 
vor, Efq ; the receiver-general, in Bacon Efq ; the deputy receiver, 
anfwer to our precept, returned a of the firft fruits; who informed us, 
balance of nine thoufand three that this revenue is received from 
hundred fifty-eight pounds two the clergy, at the office in Lon- 
Zhillingsin his hands, upon the 5th don ; that at the end of October, 
of September laft. From his exa- or at the beginning of November, 
mination, and from thofe of Wil- in every year, this receiver pays 
liam Fauquier, Efq ; accountant- into the exchequer the nett re- 
general in this office, arid of Mr. ceipt of the preceding year, end- 
WilliamWard,colleCtorofthebye ing 3-1 ft of December; and that 
and crofs-road office, it appears, the balance of this duty, in his 
that this revenue is paid into the hands, upon the 30th of Novem- 
office of the receiver-general, ei- ber laft, was four thoufand three 
ther by certain officers or collectors hundred thirty -two pounds eight 
in London (fome paying every /hillings and eleven pencp three 
other day, fome weekly, and fome farthings, 
quarterly, or by remittances in Robert Chefler, Efquire, the re- 
fills from the poft-mafters in the ceiver of the tenths, being'bxamin* 
country),whodonotkeepthemo- ed, we find that thefe payments 
ney they receive any confiderable become due from the clergy every 
time in their hands. The collector Chriftmas ; that they ought to be 
of the bye and crofscroad office made before the laft day of April 
make$ his payments to the receiv- following, and if they are not 
or-general quarterly, and to the made before the 31ft of May, he 
amount of about fifteen thoufand delivers an account of the defaul- 
pounds each quarter. The re- ters into the exchequer; that he 

Wj receives 
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receives thefe payments, together 
with the arrears of former years, 
during the* following year, ending 
at Chriftmas, to which time he 
makes up his yearly account, and 
in the month of June or July after, 
he has, for the laft three years, 
paid into the exchequer the nett 
receipt of the preceding year; and 
it appears, that, upon the 20th of 
December laft, the fum in his 
hands was nine thoufand eight 
hundred and ninety pounds and 
twopence halfpenny. 

Both thefe dues from the clergy 
are granted in purfuance of the 2d 
and 3d of Queen Anne, chapter 
11th, to the corporation called 
u The Governors of the bounty 
of Queen Anne, for the augment- 
ation of the maintenance of the 
poor clergy.” Thefe governors 
ufually hold their firft meeting 
fome time in November every 
year, a fliort time before which it 
has been cuftomary for thefe re- 
ceivers to make their payments 
into the exchequer. 

Thomas Aftle, Efq; receiver of 
the fixpenny duty, collefts it from 
the offices and perfons charged, 
either quarterly, half-yearly, or 
yearly, according to the practice 
of the office or perfon he receives 
it from : he has no ftated times 
for his payments into the exche- 
quer, except that in March or 
April, every year, he pays in ihe 
balance then in his hands, of his 
laft year’s colleftion. By his re- 
turn to us, upon the 16th of De- 
cember laft, the fum of fix thoufand 
eight hundred eighty-one pounds 
feven (hillings and eleven pence 
was then remaining in his handsij 
but this fum, as he has fince in- 
formed us, he has paid into the ex- 
chequer, together with the balance 
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of his year’s account, ending the 
5th i nil ant. 

Richard Carter, Efo; receiver 
of the one-ftiilling duty, colle&sit 
from different offices, at different 
times : he ufually makes payments j 
every quarter into the exchequer, \ 
and once a year pays in the ba- 
lance. The fum in his hands, ! 
upon the 20th of October laft, 
was two thoufand and fifty pounds 
fifteen (hillings and feven pence; 
and he has fince fignified to us, 
that he has paid the fame into ' 
the exchequer. < 

The intention of that claufe in 
the aft, which direfts our firft in-, 
quiries to the public money in the 
bands of accountants is, that the 
public may the fooner avail them- 
felves of the ufe of their own mo- 
ney : one of -the u difinf ble 
means of obtaining this end is, 
to accelerate the payments of the 
revenue into the exchequer. 

Out of the revenue 0? thepoft- 
office, the aft of Queen Anne or- 
ders a payment of feven hundred 
pounds every week into the ex- 
chequer, and affigns as a reafoo, 

44 the raifing a prefent fupplyof 
monies for carrying on the wiu, 
and other her majefty’s moft ne- 
ceffary occafions.” Theneeeflary 
occafions of thefe times, reqoire 
payments as large and as frequent 
as can be made. It appears from 
an account of the nett produce of 
the revenues ofthepoft-officeat the 
time the aft of Queen Anne pafied, 
and from the accounts of the pre- 
fent weekly receipts of thefe re- 
venues, and of the balances paid 
quarterly into the Exchequer, 
tranfmitted to us from the re- 
ceiver-general, that the revenues 
of this office are much increafed, 
and that the current weekly re- 
ceipt 
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ceipt will fupply a much larger 
payment than feven hundred 
pounds. W e are therefore of opi- 
nion, that the method of paying 
the balance every week into the 
exchequer, eftabliftied in the cuf- 
toms, excife, and other offices a- 
bove mentione^,(hould be adopted 
in the poft-office : and that the re- 
ceiver general (liould every week 
pay the nett balance of his receipt 
into the exchequer, referving in 
his hands no more than is necef- 
fary to anfwer the current pay- 
ments and expences of the office* 
It appears to be cuftomary for 
the receiver of the firft fruits, to 
detain in his hands the produce of 
the whole year, until eight or 
nine months after that year is 
ended, befides receiving the cur- 
rent produce of thofe months; 
and for the receiver of the tenths 
to detain in his hands, for at leaft 
a year, the whole of this duty, 
received by him before the 3 ift of 
May in each year (at which time 
he delivers a lift of the defaulters 
into the exchequer), befides re- 
ceiving the current produce of 
that year. It appears likewife, 
that the receivers of the fixpenny 
aud (hilling duties, do not pay 
into the exchequer, the whole pro- 
duce of thefe duties as they re- 
ceive them. All fuch detentions 
are, in our opinion, a difad van- 
tage to the public, and liable to 
abufe. There exifts no reafon 
why the public (hould not have 
the cuftody and ufe of public mo- 
ney, rather than an individual, 
until the fervice to which it is ap- 
propriated, of whatever nature 
that fervice may be, calls for its 
application : the public cbffers are 
the fafeft repofitory for public 
money. 
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One purpofe among others, ex- 
prefled in the aft 'thdt appoints us, 
is, that any defeft in the prefent 
method of collefting the duties 
may be correfted, and that a lefs 
expenfive one may be eftabliftied; 
and we are exprefsly direfted to 
report fuch regulations, as in our 
judgment (hall appear expedient 
to be eftabliftied, in order that the 
duties may hereafter be received 
in the manner the mod advan- 
tageous to the public. 

We therefore, in obedience 
thereto, think it our duty to fub- 
join one obfervation, that has oc- 
curred to us during the progrefs* 
of our inquiries. 

The land-tax, and the duties 
arifing from (lamps, fait, licences 
to hawkers and pedlars, and from 
hackney coaches and chairs, are 
tinder the management of fivefe* 
parateanddiftinft boards of com- 
miffioners, confiding of twenty- 
five in number: the amount of 
the grofs produce of the laft four 
of thefe duties, by the returns 
made to our precepts, is eight 
hundred thirty-one thoufand one 
hundred t\yenty-fix pounds three 
(hillings and one penny three far- 
things ; of the nett produce, fe- 
ven hundred fixty thoufand five' 
hundred forty-eight pounds fifteen 
(hillings and fix pence. The time 
in which the commiffioners are 
ufually engaged in tranfafting the 
bufinefs of their feveral offices is 
as follows : the attendance of the 
commiffioners of the land-tax, at 
their office, is thrice a week ; of 
the ftamp office, thrice a week; 
of the fait office, twice a week; 
of hawkers and pedlars, once a 
week; of hackney coaches and 
chairs, once a week* 

We are aware, that the coivipa- 
[-X] 4 rative 
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rative produce of different duties, 
is not alone a criterion by which 
we may judge with pfecifion and 
certainty of the time, trouble, ex- 
pence, and number of officers ne- 
ceffary to be employed in the ma- 
nagement of them : to have form- 
ed an accurate and decifive opi- 
nion upon this point, it would 
have been heceffarytohaveyntered 
into an examination, which would 
have carried us too far from the ob- 
ject of our prefent enquire; but we 
are of opinion, that the (mall pro- 
duce of fome -of thefe duties, and 
the fhort time in which each of 
thefe five boards are able to tranf- 
a& their bufinefs, are circum- 
itances which induce afirong pre- 
emption, that fo many eftabliihr 
ments are not neceffary for the ma- 
nagement of thefe branches of the 
revenue ; and which lay a reason- 
able foundation for an enquiry, 
whether there may not be formed 
a consolidation of offices, bene- 
ficial to the public. This fug- 
geftion we Submit to the wifdom 
of the legiflature. 

Office of Accounts , Bell~Yard % 
January y j;8i. 

Guy Carlbton, (L. S.) 

T. Anguish, (L. S.) 

A.Pigott, (L.S.) 

K.Neave, (L. $.) 

Sam. Beachcroft, (L. S.) 

Geo. Pkummonp. (L. S.) 


The Third Report rfthe Commijfion- 
ers appointed to examine , take, and 
fate the public Accounts of the 
Kingdom. 

H AVING finifhed our exa- 
minations of all thofe public 
accountants that came to our know- 


ledge in the firft clafs as far as re- 
lates to the balances of public 
money in their hands, we, in the 
next place, dire&ed our attention 
to thofe accountants who receive 
public money out of the exche- 
quer, by way of impreft, and upon 
account. , C 

The certificate of the accounts 
depending in the pffice of the au- 
ditors of the impreft, tranfmitted 
to us purfuant to our precept, fur- 
nifhed us with a lift of thefe ac- 
countants : we took them into our 
confideration in the order in which 
they (land upon that certificate 
a rule we purfue in regard to all 
lifts of accountants, unlefs there 
are fome Special reafons for de- 
parting from it. 

The fet of accountants therein 
firft mentioned, are the treafurers 
of the navy; and of thefe, the 
names that ftand firft are the 
’executors of Anthony Vifcount 
Falkland, whofe final account is 
dated the 4th of April, 1689, SUK * 
from whom a balance of twenty- 
feven thoufand fix hundred and 
eleven pounds fix (hilling and 
five-pence farthing, is declared to 
be then due. We did not mif-*. 
pend our time in a purfuit where 
there was fo little probability of 
benefit to the public : a debt that 
has fubfifted for nearly a century, 
may be prefumed defperate. Pair- 
ing over therefore this article, we 
iffued our precepts to Earl Tem- ' 
pie, as reprefentative of the kite 
George Grenville, Efq; to Lord 
Vifcount Barrington, Lord Vif- 
count Howe, and to Sir Gilbert El- 
liot, Baronet, as reprefentative of 
the late Sir Gilbert Elliot, for an 
account of the public money in 
their hands, cuftody, or power, as 
late treafurers of the navy. The 
returns 
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■ returns made to our precepts are 
fet forth in the Appendix; from 
which it appears, that the balances 
of public money remaining in 
their refpeftive hands, upon the 
days therein mentioned, amount- 
ed together to the fum of feventy- 
fix thoufand feven hundred and 
iiroety-three pounds eighteen 
killings and one penny farthing. 

That we might learn for what 
reafon, fervices, pr purpofes, thefe 
funis are permitted to remain in 
the hands of the treafurers of the 
navy, fo long after they are out of 
office, we examined feveral of the 
officers in this department, namely 
George Swaffield, Efq; cafhier of 
thevi&ualling ; Andrew Douglas, 
Efq ; paymaster ; Mr. Adam Jel- 
lkoe, chief clerk to the pay-mafter y 
and Mr. Francis Cook, ledger- 
writer. By them we are fupptied 
with the following information : 

The office of the treafurer of 
the navy is divided into three 
branches, the paymafter’s, the ca- 
Jhier’s, and the vi&ualling branch. 
All the money he receives is for 
the navy fervices, and placed un- 
der, or carried over, to one of 
thefe branches; the money in 
each branch is fubdivided, ar- 
ranged, and kept under various 
different heads of fervices; the 
whole balance, at the time he 
leaves the office, continues to be 
liable, whether it be in his hands, 
or in the hands of his represent- 
atives, in cafe of his death, to the 
fame fervices for which its feveral 
parts were originally deftined ; 
and thecommiffioners of the na\y, 
viftualling, and fick and hurt of- 
fices, each in their feveral depart- 
ments, continue to affign bills up- 
on him for payment, until they 
have reduced die balance to fucn 
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a fum as, in their opinions, will 
not be more than fumcient to an- 
fwer the purpofes for which it 
has been ufual to leave money 
with him, until his final account 
ispafied. Thefe purpofes are, fir ft, 
to carry on the recalls upon thofe 
Ships books which were open in 
his treafurerfhip, and the payment 
of the half-pay lifts, and bounties 
to chaplains. The (hips books are 
ufually kept open for recalls, for 
feven or eight years after the ex- 
piration of the treafurerlhip, in 
order to give thofe Teamen who, 
by being either turped over to 
other (hips, or employed in other 
places, could not attend at the time 
their (hip was paid, an oppor- 
tunity of receiving their wages 
when it is in their power to apply 
for them. The only fund appli- 
cable to this fervice is, the money 
in the pay branch, placed under 
the head of u To pay fhips and 
carry on recalls.” This fervice is 
at an end when the fhips* books 
are made up. They are made up 
as they come in courfe, in order 
of time ; and after the laft is clofed, 
the half-pay lifts are alfo clofed, ' 
and the payment of the bounty to 
chaplains ceafes. 

The other purpofe is to pay the 
fees and expences of carrying on, 
making up, and palling his ac- 
counts. Upon paffing every an- 
nual account, fees are paid to the 
auditors of the impreft, out of 
the money in his hands, under the 
head of ‘‘To pay exchequer fees, 
and other contingent expences of 
the pay office but upon paffing 
his final account, there is a gra- # 
tuity alfo paid in the following 
manner:— The officers and clerks 
who tranfa<ft the bufinefs of the 
treafurer in office, carry on alfo 

at 


Digitized by Google 



350] ANNUAL REGISTER, 1781. 

at the fame time, and finally pofe? The accounts of the trea* 
make up, the accounts of the furers of the navy are made up 
treafurers out of office : for which and pafied as they come in courfe, 
extra work they have no falary in order of time ; the officers muft 
or recompence whatever, until the finifh one year before they begin 
final account is ready to be pafied, upon another ; and a fubfequent 
at which time it has been ufual for treafurer’s account is never finifti- 
them, by petition to the lords of cd till his predeqsffor’s is finally 
the treaiury, to obtain areafon- clofed. The ftate in which their 
able allowance for their trouble, accounts are, in the office of the 
which has been paid them, by auditors of the impreftj is this: — 
virtue of a treafury warrant, out The laft which is declared is Mr. 
of any money remaining in the Grenville’s account for the year 
hands of that treafurer, under 1758: of all the fubfequent ac- 
whatever heads of fervice it may counts, only fome feftions of their 
be placed. This gratuity, together refpe&ive navy and victualling 
with the fees of palling the an r ledgers are delivered into this of- 
nual accounts, and for the qui- fice ; which parts of a treafurer’s 
etus, it is imagined will exhauft accounts are ufually fent thither 
the whole balance now remain- as Speedily as they can be made 
ing in the hands of Lord Temple, up after the year expires. 

All the Ihips books which were From an account of the ba* 
paid by Mr. Grenville, Lord Bar- lances remaining in the hands of 
rington.and Lord Howe, are made thefe treafurers, at the times they 
up, and confequently the balances refpeCtively ceafed to be treafur- 
which the three boards haveleft in ers; and an account of the times 
the hands of thefe treafurers mull when their lall Ihips* books were 
be for the purpofe of paying the made up; and a Hate of Mr. Gren- 
fees and expences of carrying on, . ville’s balances, and of the ba« 
making up, and palling their ac- lances of Lord Barrington, Lord 
counts. Of Sir Gilbert Elliot’s Howe, and Sir Gilbert Elliot, 
Ihips* books, five hundred and fix every year lince they feverally 
are Hill open for recalls; and pay- went out of office, all tranfmitted 
ments, if applied for, are made to us from the pay office of the' 
upon them once a week; and navy, purfuant to our requifitioss, 
therefore, whatever fum Hand up- we find that Mr. Grenville refign- 
on his account, in his paymafter’s ed this office in 1762, and his laft 
branch, under the heads of wa- (hips’ book was made up in 1771; 
ges, half-fay, and bounties to that Lord Barrington refignedthis 
chaplains, are Hill applicable to office in 1765, and his laft Ihips* 
thofe fervices; and the refidue of book was made up in 1775 ; that 
the mopey permitted to remain Lord Howe refigned this office in 
with him is for the purpofe of 1770, and his laft Ihips* book was 
paying the fees and expences of made up in 1778; and that Sir 
carry mg on, making up, and paff- Gilbert Elliot died in 1777: hence 
ing his accounts. it appears, that for nineteen years 

How foon then will thefe feve* there have been in the hands of 
ral fums be wanted for this pur- Mr. Grenville, or of his reprc* 

fentativcs, 
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fentatives, and for fif een years in 
the bands of Lord Barrington, and 
for ten years in the hands of Lord 
Howe, and for three years in the 
hands* of the reprefentatives of 
Sir Gilbert Elliot, confiderable 
fums of public money (exchifive 
of the (urns on the heads of wages, 
half-pay, and bounties to chap- 
lains) d< ftinrd to putpofes which 
(except the paffing three years of 
Mr. Grenvilles accounts; have 
not ytt exifted, and which, if we 
may judge from the progrefs hi- 
therto made in pa (Ting thefe ac- 
counts, are not likely loon to exift. 

Where public money is appoint- 
ed for a fervice or purpofe to a- 
rifeat a future time, we are of o- 
pinion, the public alone ought to 
have the cuftody and ufe of that 
looney in the mean time, and 
until the fervice or purpofe calls 
for it* application. 

When the fees and the gratuity 
become payable, we fee no reafon 
why the treafurer in office (hould 
not pay them in like manner as 
the treafurers out of office pay 
them now. 

. We did not form our opinion 
ijipon thofe balances without firft 
bearing the late treafurers them- 
felves, or the reprefentatives of 
thofe w ho are dead ; and therefore 
we examined Earl Temple, Lord 
Vifcount Barrington, Lord Vif- 
count Howe, and Sir Gilbert El- 
liot, Baronet ; not one of whom 
made any objeftion to paying their 
balances into the exchequer, upon 
* condition, fome of receiving their 
quietus, others of being made fe- 
ctire in fuch payments. We do 
^therefore conceive, that the ba- 
lances of public money now re- 
maini Agin the hands of Earl Tem- 
P*«, as reprefentative of the late 
George Grenville, Efq. and in the 
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hands of Lord Vifcount Barring- 
ton, and of Lord Vifcount Howe, 
and of Sir Gilbert Elliott, Bart, 
as reprefentative of Sir Gilbert 
Elliot, late treafurers of the navy, 
ought to be paid into the exche- 
quer, for the public fervice. leav- 
ing in the hands of Sir Gilbert 
Elliot the fums in his account 
placed under the heads of wagfcs, 
half-pay, and bounties to chap- 
lains, to carry on the fervices to 
which the fame are applicable : 
that fuch payments fhould be 
without prejudice, and a proper 
fecurity and indemnification be 
given to each of them, againfl any 
lofs or detriment that may accrue 
to them in confequence of fuch 
payments. 

The Right Hon! Welbore Ellis, 
the prefent treafurer of the navy, 
returned to our requifition, a ba- 
lance in his hands upon the 31ft 
of Auguft lafl, of three hundred 
forty eight thoufand nine hun- 
dred forty* one pounds eleven 
fhillings and nine pence. The 
aft direfts us to examine into all 
balances in the hands of public 
accountants, for the purpofe of 
confidering what fum may be 
taken out of their hands, to be 
applied to the public fervice. It 
is obvious, we could not examine 
the balance in the hands of the 
treafurer in office with this view r 
it could not be in our power to 
fay, that any part of it ought to 
be paid hack into the exchequer, 
becaufe in an office of fo conftant 
and large an expenditure, this 
fum muft probably be exhaufted, 
even while it was under our con- 
federation : but it was competent 
to us, and we thought it our du y, 
to examine whether this was a 
larger fum than the current bufi- 
nefs of the office required fhould 

at 
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at that time b* entruBed to the 
treafurer of the navy. A compa- 
rison between the quantum of the 
fum and the demands upon it, 
would enable us to form feme, 
judgment upon this point; with 
this view we examined the prefent 
treafurer himfelf, Timothy Brett, 
Efquire, commiflioner of the navy, 
and comptroller of the treafurer’s 
accounts, John Slade, Efquire, 
commiflioner of the victualling, 
and John Bell, Enquire, comnfif- 
fioner of the fick and hurt ; from 
whom we coiled the following in- 
formation : 

All the money received by the 
treafurer, for the fervices of the 
navy, is either iflued to him out 
of the exchequer, or paid to him 
by Sundry perfons, in purfuance of 
the directions of the navy, victual- 
lings fick and hurt boards. The 
money from the exchequers if- 
fued to him, and arranged in his 
accounts under various heads of 
fervices. Thefe heads are kept 
diflinCt, and he cannot place or 
transfer a fum iflued to him 
under one head, ^to any other 
head of Service. ^All, bills af- 
flgned upon him for payment by 
thefe boards,. Specify the corre- 
spondent head of Service out of 
which that bill is to be paid, and 
he muft not pay it out of money 
placed under any other head of 
Service, than that So Specified on 
the bill. 

When money is wanted, the 
application for it never originally 
moves from the treafurer, except* 
in the fingle in (la nee of money to 
pay fees, and other contingent ex- 
pences : this he craves of himfelf, 
when that fund is nearly exhaufl- 
ed : in all other cafes the board, 
in whofe department it is, by let- 
ter, defire him to prefent a me- 


morial to the lords of the treafuryi 
Specifying the Sum wanted, and 
for what particular Service; the 
memorial purfues the letter, and 
the ifliie is directed from the ex- 
chequer in the terms of the me- 
morial. The treafurer immediate- 
ly certifies to the navy-board the 
whole fum he receives, and to the 
other boards So much of that fum 
as concerns them : he alfo tranf- 
mits to the navy-board an account 
of all his receipts and payments in 
thecafhier’s and victualling branch 
every fortnight ; and in the par 
branch every month; by tbrfe 
means they have an exad know- 
ledge of the Bate of his balance 
under each head of Service. Each 
of thefe boarc^ enter in their books 
all the aflignments they make upon 
him for payment; of which they 
tranfmit to him a lift : hence they 
know what the aCtual demands up- 
on him amount to; and, from 
their experience in the courfe of 
the navy bufinefs, they can form 
fome conjecture relative to the 
probable approaching demands 
that may be made upon him in 
the various branches of the fervice. 
By fuch knowledge and conjecture 
thefe boards are guided in their 
directions to the treafurer, as to 
the time when, the quantum of 
the fum, and the fervice for which 
every application for a fuppiy is 
to be made to the treafury. 

At the end of every month the 
navy-board tranfmit to the trea- 
fury a certificate, containing an 
exaCfc (late of all the receipts and 
payments made by the treafurer 
during that month, as they appear 
from their books ; hence the lords 
of the treafury have full knowledge 
of the Bate of his balance every 
month. This certificate for the 
month of AuguB laB we procured 

from 
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from the nary-office, on Which the ceeds the fum of the bills ac- 
balance in the hands of the trea- tually paid by him. We conceive 
furcr appears to be two hundred this excefs is not money for which 
jjxty thoufand feven hundred had the treafurer is accountable to the 
fixteen pounds one drilling and public, but belongs to the pro. 
eightpence farthing'. prietorsof thofe bills, and remains 

Bein'g made acquainted thus far in his hands, at their rifk, until 
with the courfe of bufinefs in this they apply to him for payment, 
office, our next dep was to refolve This fum, therefore, we think, 
this balance of three hundred for- fhould be deducted from his ba- 
ty-cight thoufand nine hundred lance. 4 

and forty-one pounds eleven flril- We, in the next place, obferved 
Sags and nine-pence into its con- that feveral fums in each branch 
fiituent parts, and compare the were not actually in the hands of 
quantum of each part, as far as the treafurer, but of his officers 
we could, with the actual and ahd clerks, either carrying on fer- 
probable demands of fervice upon vices in LOndon, or at the diftant 
it on the 31ft of Auguft, the date ports, whither thefe fums were di- 
of his return. ^ reCted tobe fentby the navy-board. 

The firfl circumftance that en- to carry on the fervices at thofe 
gaged our attention, was a differ- ports. It may reafonably be pre- 
face between the tfeafurer’s ba- fumed, that the boards would not 
lance and the navy balance, upon have directed into the hands of the 
the feme day, the 3 ill of Aiiguft, officers, nor the treafurer have en- 
the former exceeding the latter by truded them with, larger fums 
the fum of eighty- eight thoufand than were wanted ; and therefore 
two hundred and twenty - five thefe fums too, may be deduced 
pounds ten (hillings and three from the treafurer’s balance ; 
farthings: this difference lies in the which will reduce the public mo- 
cafirier’s and victualling. branches, ney actually fa his hands to the 
and! arifes from the following fum of one hundred twenty-eight 
caufe : — when the three boards thoufand eighty - three pounds 
affign bills upon the treafurer for fixteen fhillings and ten pence 
payment, they immediately give farthing. The conllituent parts 
him credit for thofe bills, in his of this balance, under their fe- 
account kept at their offices; but veral heads of fervice, confiding of 
the treafurer does not himfelf take a variety of articles, are dated in 
credit for any bills in his own ac- the navy certificate : fome of them 
count till he actually pays them, carry the appearance of having 
The perfons who 'receive thefe been applied for fooner than the 
bills do not always immediately fervices feem to have required: 
prefent them to the treafurer for but, upon examination, we find 
payment,but frequently keep them that the boards do not direCt an 
intheicpoffeffionforaconfiderable application for a fupply to any 
tittle. The treafurer’s balance mud fund, until they know that fund 
therefore exceed the navy balance is nearly, or likely foon to be ex- 
as much as the fum of the bills af- haiided. The treafury are fome- 
figned upon him for payment ex- . times prevented from granting the 
\ ’ iffu e 
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iflue until many days after it is 
craved ; and therefore the boards 
are careful to apply early enough, 
to guard againft the hazard of a 
demand upon an exhaufted fund. 
To fearch into the aftual and pro- 
bable demands, at that time, upon 
each of thefe fums, was hardly 
practicable: one circumftance a- 
lone might enable us to judge with 
fufficient accuracy whether thefum 
total was too large or not ; that is, 
in what time this balance was in 
faCfc paid away by the treafurer. 
It appears from his accounts for 
the month of Auguft, that this 
whole balance, and much more, 
was received by him during that 
month: and by his accounts for the 
month of September, tranfmitted 
to us purluant to our requifition, 
it appears that not only the ba- 
lance remaining on the 31ft of 
Auguft, but a much larger fum, 
was in fa<5t paid away by him dur- 
ing the fucceeding month. Con- 
fidering therefore, this fum. by it- 
ielf, independent of, and uncon- 
nected with his other receipts and 
payments, prior and fubfequent to 
the date of this balance, we have 
no grounds to fay that this indivi- 
dual fum, received in one month, 
and paid away in the next, was 
more than the fervice required 
ftiould be in the hands of the trea- 
furer of the navy upon the 31ft of 
Auguft laft. 

But it was neceftary to extend 
our enquiry ftill farther. What is 
the amount of the fum that bas 
been continually in the hands of 
the treafurer of the aayy; and has 
that fum been more than the 
current fervices required ? To 
come at this knowledge, we ob- 
tained from the navy office an ac- 
count of the total turns received. 
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and paid by the treafurer of the* 
navy, for every month from the 
1 ft bf January 1779, to the 31ft 
of Auguft laft, with the total of 
the balances remaining in his 
hands at the end of each month, 
as they appear in the monthly cer- 
tificates to the treafury. 

As the public money (hould 
pafs without delay from the pocket 
of the fubjed into the exchequer, 
fo it ought not to iflue out of the 
exchequer either before it is wast- 
ed, or in larger fums than tljefer* 
vice for which it is ifliied requires. 
By this laft account, a very terp 
fufh has been conftanrly in bis 
hands, during ihe period therem 
mentioned, exclufiveof the amount 
of bills aftigned upon him, but hot 
prefented to him for payment. 
The principal caufe of the mag- 
nitude of this balance, is the prac- 
tice in this office, of not apply- 
ing money ifiued under one head, 
towards fatisfying a demand upon 
any other head of fervice; the 
confequence of which is, when the 
money upon the account of any 
head of fervice is nearly exhaufted, • 
a fupply muft be procured for that 
fervice, how abundant foever the 
fums upon otherlieadsof accounts, 
or the fum total of his cafti, may 
be. Were all the firms he receives 
to conftitute and be confidered as 
one common general caih, and be 
applied indiferiminately to every 
fervice, a much lefs fum than the 
loweft of the balances in the ac- 
count laft-mentioned would, in 
our opinion, fuffice to carry on 
the current fervices of the navy, 
even various and extenfive as they 
now are. It would create ho con- 
fufton in the accounts ; for the re- 
ceipts and payments under each 
head of fervice might ftill be kept 
diftinftj 


Digitized by Google 



STATE PAPERS. [335 


diftin&s and though the payments 
might frequently exceed the re- 
ceipts on fome heads of accounts, 
yet the treafurer would not be 
without fufficient cnfli, and the 
next iflue from the exchequer 
would reftorethe balances. What 
the fum neceflary for carrying on 
the fervice fhould he, muft depend 
upon circumftances : it will be 
different at different times, and 
muft be left principally to the dif- 
cretionofthofecommiirionerSjfrom 
^whom the direftiqn for fupplies 
i«oves, who, being converfant in 
the bufinefs, can beft determine. 
But, to enable the lords of the trea- 
sury likewife to judge of the pro- 
priety of, and be a check and 
controul qpon, the requifition, we 
are of opinion, that, befides the 
certificate fent every month from 
the navy-board, an account of the 
fum total of the balance in the 
hands of the treafurer of the navy, 
fhould be inferted in every appli- 
cation for a fupply to the trea- 
fuiy.. ' 

, We have not been inattentive to 
defeats; we have obferved in this 
Office, during the courfe of our in- 
quiries, defers, which concern the 
officer, the office, and the public. 

The treafurer finds his bufinefs 
does not end with his office; his 
accounts are ft ill open : he goes 
on receiving and paying, until he 
feds himfelf, his family, and his 
fortune, fubjeft to all the evils of 
lorig public accounts far in ar- 
rear, and the difficulties of ren- 
dpringan account increafing daily: 
he continues refponfible for mil- 
lions, without an ex peftation of 
obtaining hia final difeharge dur- 
ing his life. 

The office is perplexed with a 

multiplicity of thefe accounts.— 

i 


There are four diftin£l accounts o 
four treafurers of the navy at this 
time open at the pay-office, and 
bufinefs is carried on upon every 
one of them at the fame time, by 
the fame officers, when the current 
bufinefs of the prefeht treafurer 
alone would find employment e- 
nough for them all. 

There have been iflued to three 
of thefe treafurers, for the navy 
fervice, upwards of thirty-three 
millions, the accounts of which 
are not pafied ; exclufive of above 
twenty-five millions to the late 
Mr. Grenville, whofe final ac- 
count is not yet fettled ; and of 
fixteen millions to the prefent 
treafurer, none of whofe accounts 
court as yet be fettled. 

The navy accounts in July laft, 
when the impreft certificate was 
tranfmitted to us, were in arrear in 
the office of the auditor of the 
impreft twenty-two years. This 
delay is occafioned by the accounts 
of the fubfequent years not being 
made up at the pay-office of the 
navy, where there is a want of 
officers and clerks for this depart- 
ment. A fufficient number of 
perfons, intelligent in this branch, 
fliould forthwith be provided, by 
the proper authority, with ade- 
quate falaries, for the foie purpofe 
of proceeding upon, bringing for- 
ward, and making up thefe ac- 
counts, with as much difpatch 
as the nature of the bufinels will 
admit. 

By this delay in making up the 
accounts, the public lofes the ufe, 
at leaf! of confiderable fums of 
their own money; not that the 
principal itfelf has always been 
fafe. Adefaulter of above twenty- 
feven thoufand pounds Hands at 
the head of the lift of treafurers of 

the 
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the navy upon the impreft certifi- 
cate. 

We enquired why a treafurer, 
under the prefent conftitution of 
the office, might not upon his re- 
fig nation, immediately pay over 
his balance to the fucceffor, or 
into the exchequer and all the 
fubfequent tranfa&ions Of office be 
carried on by the treafurer for the 
time being ?— Two reafons were 
affigned for the neceffity of keep- 
ing open his accounts, though out 
of office. 

ift. That fufficient time may 
be given to his fub-accountants 
tp clear their imprefts. 

The fub-accountants are cer- 
tainly very numerous ; and as, ac- 
cording to the prefent modp of 
paffing thefe accounts, they mu ft 
all be fet infupcr upon tjie final ac- 
count, was that account to be 
made up foon after the expiration 
of the treafurerftiip, it would be 
very voluminous and troublefome 
to the office. But, fince the trea- 
furer in office does now clear the 
imprefts of fome of his predecef- 
fors, and can clear the imprefts of 
all, and the three boards can, at 
their pleafure, call upon the fub- 
accountants to clear their imprefts, 
we do not think this reafon con- 
clufive. 

2d. That the payment of his 
Blips books may be completed. 

A (hip’s book is a voucher for 
the treafurer who pays it : two 
cannot pay upon the fame book ; it 
would create eonfufion, as the pay- 
ments of the one could not, with- 
out great trouble and difficulty, be 
diftinguifhed from thofe of the 
other ; it could not therefore be 
made a voucher for two treafurers. 
To enable a treafurer in office to 
carry on the payment of a (hip’s 


book open in the tinje of his pre* 
deceflor, the names of .aU the lea- 
men not paid muft be abftraded, 
and entered in a new book;* work 
of great labour and length of time, 
where the books are fo numerous; 
and during all that -time, no pay- 
> ment of wages could be made to 
the feamen unpaid upon <tbofe 
books. 

Upon the examination ofa (hip’s 
book, there appears a foundation 
for this objection, which opens a 
doorfor apoffible mifchief, worthy 
confideration. It is in the power 
of a treafurer of the navy, xedriog 
in difguft, to refiife carrying on 
any more payments, and by tint 
means to put a (top, for eight 
months or more, to the payment 
of all the feamen on the numOraos 
volumes of (hips 9 books open at the 
feveral ports in his treafurerihip. 
Mr. Gren ville left open above fif- 
teen hundred. This evil doesnot 
reft in fpeculation ; we have an is* 
ftance -of it in evidence. The of- 
fice ttet does not guard agpinft 
the poffibility of fuch an ew* 
fundamentally defective* 

Thefe defeats fhould befpeedfy 
corrected. To alter the confuta- 
tion of the office ; to aboliib t^e 
fubordinate treafury ; tojendtra 
treafurer the mere accountant; aod 
to vary the mode of accountHfy 
carry with them a ftrong appear- 
ance of an effectual remedy ; but 
were we, in the prefent ftate of 
our inquiries, to come to decifioos 
of fuch moment, we fhould ho 
premature, perhaps rafh. It is 
eafier to lee the defers than is 
fupply the regulation. The pay 
of the navy is an important ob- 
ject, and any alteration in the 
ipode (hould be well weighed be- 
fore it is adopted 3 it (hould be 
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traced through all its effefts, and 
perfectly afcertained to be as feafi- 
ble inpraftice, as it is fpecious in 
theory. To difturb, to confound, 
orto delay (effects nbt Urifrequent, 
when novelty of form is introduc- 
ed, and new principles applied to 
.an old office), might be attended 
with very ferious cotifequence. 

The defers, to which we have 
alluded, prefented themfelves ih 
the coutfe of an examination 
made, in obedience to the Aft, for 
a more limited prupofe. Cqming 
however, before us, they are, in 
our opinion, too important to be 
Oafled over in (ilence ; we thought * 
it our duty to pofdt them out, 
that lhould they be deemed a 
proper fubjeft for the cxercife of 
ihewifdom of the legiffature, the 
fclid advantages, which wOuld re- 
fcltto the public from their cor- 
rection, might not be delayed. 
Had w« protrafted this report un- 
til we were poffeflM of materials 
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The remaining reports of the cbm- 
miffiontrs will }e given in the netit 
volume. 


Heads of the principal AAs of Par- 
liament from Nov* I, 1780, A 

ftify 18, 1781. 


A N ., 

lerve in 


fupon 


fir i well - 

theft points, we muft have ‘dif- 
Obeyfcdiftte Aft, that enjoins us to 
report, in the firft place, upon 
the balances in the hands of ac- 
countants in this feffion of parlia- 
ment, to the end that the public 
fioney, long ago iffiued, and ftitl 
renaming in their hands, may, 
with all convenient fpeed, be re- 
told to the protection of the 

Ca*i.*tox, 

T. AxOuish, 

A. PlGGOWW, 

Richard Neave, v _ 

Sam. BEACHCROPt, (L. S.) 
tyjto. Drummond, (L. S.) 

ef Account r, BelUYafd, 
March 

Vol.'XXIV. 



Aft for the better fupply 
Of mariners and feamen, to 
in his majelty’s fhips of 
war, and On board merchant (hips, 
and other trading Blips and vef- 
fels. 

An Aft for extending the pro- 
vifions of three Afts made in the 
iSth, 19th, and aoth years of his 
prefent maj'efty’s reign, with re- 
fpeft to bringing prize goods into 
this kingdom, to prizes taken 
froth the states General of the 
United Provinces; for declaring 
what gOods fhall be deemed mili- 
tary or ihip ftores; for regulating 
the fate of, and abstaining «he 
duties upon Eaft-India goods, con- 
demned as prizfe in tne port of 
London; for permitting the pur- 
chafers of prtee goods, condemn- 
ed abroad, to import fucb goods 
ihto this kingdom, under the like 
regulations and advantages as are 
granted by law to the captors 
tnemfelves ; and for reducing the 
duties on foreign prize tobacco. 

An Aft for the encouragement 
of feamen, and for the more 
fpeedy and effeftual manning Of 
his majefty’s navy. 

An Aft for keeping the militia 
forces of thfa kingdom complete, 
during the time therein mention-' 
ed ; and for regulating the ad- 
million of fuMHtutes to ferve in 
the militia. 

An Aft td permit the importa. 

[Y] tioa 
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tion of flax, and flax feed, into 
this kingdom, or Ireland, in any 
Ihip or veflel belonging to any 
kingdom or Bate in amity with his 
majefty, navigated with foreign 
mariners, during the prefent hof- 
tjtfities. 

An A& to permit goods, > the 
produCt or manufacture of certain 
places within the Levant, or Me- 
diterranean feas to be imparted 
into Great Britain, or Ireland, in 
Britifh or foreign veflels, from 
any place whatfoever, and for lay- 
ing a duty on cotton, and cotton 
wool, imported into this king- 
dom, in foreign (hips or veflels^ 
during the prefent hoftilities. 

An ACt to permit, during the 
prefent hoftili ties, the importation 
of goods, the product of the plan- 
tations of the crown of Portugal, 
into Great Britain and Ireland, in 
Portuguese veflels, and' the im- 
portation of certain other goods 
therein mentioned, in any neutral 
fhips and veflels. , 

An ACt for preventing certain 
abufes and profanations on the 
Lord’s day, called Sunday. 

An ACt Tor continuing and a- 
mending an AO, made in the la# 
feflion of parliament, intituled, 
V An ACt for appointing and ena- 
bling commiflioners to examine, 
take, and Rate the public accounts 
of the kingdom ; and to report 
‘what balances are in the hands of 
accountants which may be applied 
to the public fervice, ana what 
defers there are in j the prefent 
jmodp of receiving", collecting, if- 
fu'i ug 1 , and accounting for public 
idol ' ey, a °d ln what more, expedi- 
tious .an effectual, apd/lefs ex- 
penflvv V manner, the faid fervice 
can, in future^ b,e regulated and 


carried on for the benefit of t be 
public.** , f ;■ 

An ACt to direCt the payment 1 
into the exchequer, of the refp$? 
tive balances remaining in tip ■ 
hands of the feveral perfons there* 
in named, for the ufe and bebept j 
of the public, and- for indemnify- 
ing the faid refpeCtive perfons j 
and their reprefentatives, in fe- ! 
fpeCt of fuch payments, and a- < 
gairift all future claims relating 
thereto, and for other purpofes *| 
therein mentioned. J 

An ACt to render valid, certain ^ 
marriages folemnized in certajn 
churches and public chapels, in r 
which banns had not. ufuaOy 1 
been publifhed before, or at the 
time of pafling an ACt, made in 
the 26th year of King George tiff - 
Second intituled, u An Ad, for 
the better preventing all dan* . 
deftine marriages.” 

An ACt for eftablifhing an > 
greement with the united coifr ; 
pany of merchants trading to the j 
Eaft-lndies, for the payment of ; 
the fum of four hundred thoufaod 
pounds, for the ufe of the public, 
in full difeharge and Satisfaction 
of , all claimsi and demands of the 

S iblic, jkc. and for granting to 
e faid company, for a farther 
term, the foie and exclufive trptfc 
to and from the Eaft Indies ; anft 
for eftablifhing certain regulptioif 
for the better management of the 
affairs of the faid company, at 
well ,in Jndia as in Europe, *nd ■ 
the recruiting .the military fojees 
of the faid company. 

An ACt to explain and ameruTib 
much of an ACt,' made in the 13th 
year of.the‘ reign of his prefix , 
majefty," intituled, “ An Aft for . 
eftablifhing certain regulations far 

the 
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the (letter management of the af- judicature ; and alfo for indemni- 
foirs of the Eaft-India company, fying the governor- general and 
as well in India as in Europe, as council of Bengal, and all officers 
relates to the adminiftration of who have aded under their orders 

B ice in Bengal ; and for the re- or authority, in the reiiltance made 
of certain perfons imprifoned to the procefc of the fuprfcme 
at Calcutta, in Bengal, under a court." 


CHARAC- 
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CHARACTERS. 


Char after of the Emperor Conftan- 
tine ; from Gibbon's Hiftory of 
the Decline and Fall of the Ro- 
man Empire. 

[A. D. 324.] 

T HE character of the prince 
who removed the feat of 
empire, and introduced fuch im- 
portant changes into the civil and 
religious con ftitution of his coun- 
try, has fixed the attention, and 
divided the opinions, of man- 
kind By the grateful zeal of the 
Chriftians, the deliverer of the 
church has been decorated with 
every attribute of a hero, and 
even of a faint; while* the- dif- 
content of the vanquifhed party 
has compared Conflantine to the 
moll abhorred nf thofe tyrants, 
*ho, by their ^fice and weak- 
flefs, difhonoured the Imperial 
purple. The fame paffions have 
in tome degree been perpetuated 
to fucceeding generations, and the 
character of Conflantine is confi- 
ned, even in the prefent age, 
ns an object either of fatire or 
t>f panegyric. By the impartial 
union of thofe defeats which 1 are 
confejTed by his warmeft admirers, 
and of thofe virtues which are 
acknowledged by his rnoft impla- 
cable enemies, we might hope to 
delineate a juft portrait of that 
. Vol.XXIV. 


extraordinary man, which the 
truth and candour of Hiftory fhoukf 
adopt without a blufh. But it 
would foon appear^ that the Vain 
attempt to blend fuch difeordant 
colours, and to reconcile fuch in- 
confiftent qualities, muft produce 
a figure monftrous rather than 
human, unlefs it is viewed in its 
proper and ’ diftinft lights by a 
careful feparation of the different 
periods of the reign of Conflantine. 

The.perfon, as well as the 
mind of Conflantine, had been en- 
riched by nature with her choiceft 
endowments. His ftature was 
lofty, his countenance majeftic, 
his deportment graceful; his 
ftrength and activity were difplayr 
ed in every manly exercife, and 
from his earlieft youth, to' a very 
advanced feafpn of life, he pre- 
served the vigour of his conflitu- 
tion by a ftrift adherence to the 
domeftic virtues of chaftity and 
temperance. He delighted in the 
focial intercourfe of familiar con- 
verfation ; and though he might 
fometimes indulge his difpofition 
to raillery with left referve than 
was required by the fevere dignity 
of his ftation, the courtefy and 
liberality of his manners gained 
"the hearts of all who approached 
him. The finCerity 6f his friend- 
fhip has been fufpefted 5 yet he 
B fhewed. 
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ihewed, on fome occasions, that 
he was not incapable of a warm 
and lading attachment. The 
difadvantage of an illiterate edu- 
cation had not prevented him from 
forming a juft eftimate of the va- 
lue of learning \ and the arts and 
fciences derived fome encourage- 
ment from the munificent protec- 
tion of Conftantine. In tne dif- 
patch of bufinefs, his diligence 
was indefatigable ; and the active 
powers of his mind were almoft 
Continually e>xercifed in reading, 
writing, or meditating, in giving 
audience to ambafiadors, and in 
examining the complaints of his 
fubje<fts. Even thofe who cen- 
tred the propriety of his meafures 
were compelled to acknowledge, 
that he polfeifed magnanimity to 
conceive, and patience to execute, 
the mod arduous defigns, without 
being checked either by the pre- 
judices of education, or by the 
clamours of the multitude. In 
the field, he infufed his own in- 
trepid fpirit into the troops, 
whom he conducted with the ta- 
lents of a confummate general; 
and to his abilities, rather than to 
his fortune, we may afcrjbe the 
fignal vi&ories which he obtained 
Over the foreign and domeftic foes 
of the republic. He loved glory, 
as the reward, perhaps as the 
motive, of his labours. The 
boundlefs ambition, which, from 
the moment of bis accepting the 
purple at York, appeared as, the 
ruling paflion of his foul, may 
te ju (lifted by the dangers of his 
own fituation, by the chara&er of 
his rivals, by the confcioufhefs of 
fuperior merit, and by the pro- 
fpeft that his fuccefs would enable 
him to reftore peace and order to 
the diftraftcd empire. In his ci- 
* 
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vil wars againft JMaxentius and 
Licinius, he had engaged on his 
fide the inclinations of the people, 
who compared the undiflembled 
vices of thofe tyrants, with the 
Spirit of wifdom and juftice which 
ftemed to dire<ft the general tenor 
of the adminiftration of Conftan- 
tine. 

Had Conftantine fallen on the 
banks of the Tyber, or even in 
the plains of Hadrianople, fuch 
is the character which, withafew 
exceptions, he might have trant 
mitted to pofterhy. But the con- 
clufion of his reign (according to 
the moderate and indeed tender 
fentence of a writer of the fame 
age) degraded him from the rank 
which he had acquired among the 
moft deferving of the Roman 
princes. In the life of Augufas, 
we behold the tyrant of the re- 
public, converted almoft by im- 
perceptible degrees, into the fa- 
ther of his country and of human 
kind. In that of Conftantine, we 
may contemplate a hero, who had 
fo long infpired- his fubjeds with , 
love, and his enemies with terror 
degenerating into a cruel and dif- 
folute monarch, corrupted by hfo 
fortune, or ratted by conqueft 
above the necAty of diffiimda- 
tion. The general peace which be 
maintained during the laft four- 
teen years of his reign, was a pe- 
riod of apparent fplendor rather 
than of real profperity. ; and the 
old age of Conftantine was dif- 
graced by the oppofite yet recoa- 
cileahle vices of rapacioufnefs aud 
prodigality. The accumulated 
treafures found in the palaces of 
Maxentius and Licinius, were la- 
-vifhly confumed; the various ‘in- 
novations introduced by the con- 
queror, were attended with *n 
increrfng 
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fetreafing ejtpence* the coft of 
bis buildings, his court, and his 
feftivals, required an immediate 
apd plentiful fupply ; and the 
Oppreflion of the 'people was the 
©Olyfund which could fupport the 
magnificence of the fovereign. 
life unworthy favourites, en- 
riched by the boundlefs liberality 
pf their matter, ufurped with 
Impunity the privilege of rapine 
and corruption. A fecret but 
tthiverlal decay was felt in every 
part of the public adminiftration, 
and the emperor himfelf, though 
he ftill retained the obedience, 
jpdually loft the efteem, of his 
Slbjefts. The drefs and manners, 
a^bich, towards the decline of life, 
$e chofe to affect, ferred only to 
degrade him in the eyes of man- 
bind. The Afiatic pomp, which 
had been adapted by the pride of 
Diocletian, aflumed an air of foft- 
©efs and effeminacy in the pcrfott 
of Conftantine. He is repre- 
fented with falfe hair of various 
©olours, labbrioufly arranged by 
the fkilful artifts of the times ; a 
$adem of a new and more expen- 
five falhipn ; a profufion of gems 
©ad pearls, of collars and brace- 
lets, and a variegated flowing 
lobe of filk, rtxm curioufly em- 
broidered ' with flowers of gold. 
% fuch apparel, fcarcely to be 
denied by the youth and folly of 
Blagabalus, we are at a lofs to 
difeover the wifejora of an aged 
monarch, and the fimplicity of 
V Rppnan veteran. A mind thus 
Relaxed by profperity and indulg- 
ence, was incapable of riling to 
that magnanimity which difdains 
fiifpicion, and dares to forgive. 
The deaths of Maximinian and 
Iricimus may perhaps be juftified 
by the maJdms of policy, as they 
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are taught in the fchools of ty- 
rants ; but an impartial narrative 
of the executions, or rather mur- 
ders, which fullied the declining 
age of Conftantine, will fcggeft 
to our moft candid thoughts, the 
idea of a prince, who could facri- 
fice without reludfance the laws 
of juftice, and the feelings of na- 
ture, to the dilates either of his 
paflions or of his intereft. 


An Account of the paftoral Manners 
and of the Government of the 
Scythians or Tartars $ from the 
fame Author. 

I N every age, the immenfe 
plains of Scythia, or Tartarv, 
have been inhabited by vagrant 
tribes of hunters and fhepherds, 
whofe indolence refutes to culti- 
vate the earth, and whofe reftlefs 
fpirit difdains the confinement of 
a fedentary life. In every age, 
the Scythians, and Tartars, have 
been renowned for their invinci- 
ble courage, and rapid conquefts. 
The thrones of Afia have been 
repeatedly overturned by thefhep- 
herds of the North; and their 
arms have fpread terror and de- 
valuation over the moft fertile and 
warlike countries of Europe. On 
this occafion, as well as on many 
others, the fober hiftorian is forcr- 
bly awakened from a pleafing vi- 
fion ; and is compelled, with lome 
relu&ance, to confefs, that the 
paftoral manners, which have been, 
adorned with the faireft attributes 
of peace and innocepce, are much 
better adapted to the fierce and 
cruel habits of a military life. 

' To illuftrate this obfervation, I 
fhall now proceed to confider a 
nation of ftiepherds and of war- 
B a riot, 
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riors, in the three important ar- 
ticles of, I. Their diet ; II. Their 
habitations ; and, III. Their ex- 
ercifes. The narratives of anti- 
quity are juftified by the expe- 
rience of modern times ; and the 
banks of the Boryfthenes, of the 
Volga, or of the Selinga, will 
indifferently prefent the fame 
uniform fpeCtacle of fiuiilar and 
native manners. 

I. The corn, or even the rice, 
lfchich conftitutes the ordinary and 
wholefome food of a civilized 
people, can be obtained only by 
the patient toil of the huiband- 
man. Some of the happy fa- 
vages, who dwell between the 
tropics, are plentifully nourifhed 
by the liberality of nature ; but in, 
the climates of the North, a na- 
tion of (hepherds is reduced to 
their flocks and herds. The fkil- 
ful practitioners of the medical 
art will determine (if they are 
able to determine) how far the 
temper of the human mind may 
be affeCted by the ufe of animal, 
qr of vegetable food ; and whe- 
ther the common affociation of 
carnivorous and cruel, deferves 
to be considered in any other light 
than that of an innocent, perhaps 
a falutary prejudice of humanity. 
Yet if it be true, that the fenti- 
ment of compaflion is impercep- 
tibly weakened by the fight and 
practice of domeftic cruelty, we 
may obferve that the horrid ob- 
jects which are difguifed by the 
arts of European, refinement, are 
exhibited in their naked and moft 
difgufting fimplicity, in the tent 
of a Tartarian fliepherd. The 
ox, or the (heep, are flaughtefed 
by the fame hand from which 
they were accuftomed to receive 
their daily food ; and the bleed* 
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ing limbs are ferved, with very 
little preparation, on the table of 
their unfeeling murderer. In the 
military profeflion, and efpecially 
in the conduct of a numerous 
army, the exclufive ufe of animal 
food appears to be productive of 
the moft folid advantages. Corn 
is a bulky and peri (liable com- 
modity ; and the large magazines, 
which are indifpenfably neceiTary 
for the fubfiftence of our troops, 
muft be (lowly tranfported by the 
labour of men or horfes. But 
the flocks and herds, which ac- 
company the match of the Ta- 
tars, afford a fure and increafing 
fupply of fle(h and milk : in the 
far greater part of the uncultivat- 
ed wafte, the vegetation of the 
grafs is quick and luxuriant; and 
there are few places fo extremely 
barren, that the hardy cattle of the 
North cannot find fome tolerable 
pafture. The fupply is multi* 
plied and prolonged, by the un- 
diftinguifhing appetite, and pa- 
tient abftinence, of the Tartars. 
They indifferently feed on the 
flefti of thofe animals that have 
been killed for the table, or have 
died ofdifeale. Horfe-flefh, which 
in every age and^puntry has been 
proferibed by thecivilized nations 
of Europe and A fia, they devour 
with peculiar greedinefs ; and tbb 
Angular tafte facilitates the fuc- 
cefs of their military operations. 
The aCtive cavalry of Scythia i* 
always followed, in their moft 
difiant and rapid incurfions, by 
an adequate number of fpare 
horfes, who may be occgfionally 
ufed, either to redouble the fpecd, 
or to fatisfy the hunger of the 
Barbarians. Many are the re- 
fources of courage and poverty. 
When the forage round a camp 
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of Tartars is almoft confumed, commerce infenfiblv collects a 
they (laughter the greateft part of large multitude within the walls 
their cattle, and preferve the flelh, of a city,: but thefe citizens are 
either fmoaked, or dried in the no longer foldiers ; and the arts 
fun. On the fudden emergency which adorn and improve the (late 
of a hafty march, they provide of civil fodety, corrupt the ha- 
thj|tnfelves with a fufficient quan- bits of the military life. The 
tity of little balls of cheefe, or paftoral manners of the Scythians 
rather of hard curd, which they feem to unite the different ad- 
occafionally diflolve in water; and vantages of fimplicity and refine* 
this unfubftantial diet will fup- ment. The individuals of the 
port, for many days, the life, an^i fame tribe are conftantly afiem- 
even the fpirits, of the patient bled, but they are a fie m bled in a 
warrior. But this extraordinary camp; and the native fpirit of thefe 
qbftinence, which the Stoic would dauntlefs fliepherds is animated by 
approve, and the hermit might mutual fupport and emulation. 

is commonly fucceeded by The houfes of the Tartars are no 
the moft voracious indulgence of more than fmall tents, of an oval 
appetite. The wines of a hap- form, which afford a cold and 
pier climate are the moft gratehil dirty habitation, for the promif- 
prefent, or the moft valuable com- cuous youth of both fexes. The 
modity, that can be offered to the palaces of the rich confift of wood- 
Tartars; and the only example of en huts of fuch a fize that they 
their induftry feems to confift in maybe conveniently fixed on large 
the art of extracting from mare’s waggons, and drawn by a team 
milk a fermented liquor, which perhaps of twenty or thirty oxen, 
pofleffes a very ftrong power of The flocks and herds, after graz- 
mtoxication. Like the animals of ing all day in the adjacent paf- 
prey, the favages, both of the old tures, retire, on the approach of 
and new world, experience the night, within the protection of 
alternate vicifEtudes of famine the camp. The neceflity of pre- 
and plenty; and their ftomach is venting the moft mifchievous con- 
inured to fuftain, without much fufion, in fuch a perpetual con- 
inconvenience, 5 the oppofite ex- courfe of men and animals, mult 
tomes of hunger and of intern- gradually introduce, in the diftri- 
perance. bution, the order, and the guard, 

II. In the ages of ruftic and of the encampment, the rudi- 
martial fimplicity, a people of ments of the military art. As 
foldiers and huflbandmen are dif- foon as the forage of a certain 
perfed over the face of an exten- diftriCf is confumed, the tribe, or 
live and cultivated country ; and rather army, of Ihepherds, makes 
feme time muft elapfe before the a regular march to fome frelh paf- 
warlike youth of Greece or Italy tures ; and thus acquires, in the 
could be aflembled under the fame ordinary occupations of the pafto- 
ftandard, either to defend their ral life, the practical knowledge 
°wn confines* or to invade the of one of the moft important and 
territories of the adjacent tribes, difficult operations of war. The 
The progrefs of manufactures and choice of Rations is regulated by 
v * B 3 the 
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the difference of the feafons : in 
the lummer, the Tartars advance 
towards the North, arid pitch their 
tents on the banks of a river, or, 
*t lead, in the neighbourhood of 
a running ftream. But in the 
winter they return to the South 9 
*nd Ihelter their camp, behind 
fome convenient eminence, a* 
gainft the winds, which are chilled 
in their paffage over the bleak 
and icy regions of Siberia, Thefe 
manners are admirably adapted to 
diffufe, among the wandering 
tribes* the fpirit of emigration 
and conqueft. The connexion 
between the people and their ter- 
ritory is of fo frail a texture, that 
k may be broken by the flighted 
accident. The camp, and not 
the foil, is the native country of 
the genuine Tartar. Within the 
precinCts of that camp, his fami- 
ly, his companions, his property 
are always included ; and, in the 
moft diftant marches, Jie is ft ill 
furrounded by the objects which 
are dear, or valuable, or familiar 
In his eyes. The third of rapine, 
the fear, or the refentment of in- 
jury, the impatience of fervitude, 
have, in every age, been futficient 
caufes to urge the tribes of Scythia 
boldly to advance into fome un- 
known countries, wherethey might 
hope to find a more plentiful fub- 
fiftence, or a left formidable ene- 
my, The revolutions of the North 
have frequently determined the 
fate of the South ; and in .the 
conflict of hoftiie nations the 
viCtor and the vanquiflied have al- 
ternately drove, and been driven, 
from the confines of Chinato thofe 
of Germany, Thefe great emi? 
grations, which have been fomp- 
fimes executed with almoft incre- 
dible diligence, wpre rendered 


more eafy by the peculiar datura 
of the climate. It is well known* 
that the cold of Tartary is much 
more fevere than in the midft of 
the temperate zone might reafon- 
ably be expeCted : this uncommon 
rigour is attributed to the hejfht 
of the plains, which* rife, efpe* 
cially towards the Eaft, more than 
half a mile above the level of the 
fea ; and to the quantity of felt* 
petre, with which the foil is deeply 
impregnated. In the winter-lea* 
foil* the broad and rapid rivers, 
that difcharge their waters into the 
Euxine, the Cafpian, or the Icy 
Sea, are ftrongly frozen ; the Mb 
are covered with a bed of fnPr$ 
and the fugitive, or victorious, 
tribes may lecurely traverfe, with 
their families, their waggons, and 
their cattle, the fmooth and hard 
furface of an immenfe plain. 

III. The paftoral life, compared 
with ihe labours of agriculture 
and manufactures, is undoubtedly 
a life of idlenefs ; and as the moft 
honourable fhepherds of the Tar* 
tar race devolve on their c^ptiwes 
the domeftic management of the 
cattle/, their own leifure is feldom 
difturbed by any fervile and aft? 
duous cares. But this leifure, 
inftead of being devoted to the 
foft enjoy pients of love and bar? 
mony, is ufefully fpent in the vk* 
lent and fanguinary exercifedfthe 
chace. The plains of Tartary tie 
filled with a ftrong and ferviceabfe 
breed of horfes, which arc efcfiljr 
trained for the purpofesofwaraw 
bunting* The Scythians of every 
age have been celebrated as bold 
and- flulful riders : and cohlta* 
practice had feated them fofinhjf 
on horfeback, that they were ftp? 
pofed by ftrangers to perform the 
quinary duties pf civil life, fc* 
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n t, to <frink, and even to fleep, 
without difmountinff from their 
fteeds. They excel in the dexte- 
rous management of the lance ; 
the long Tartar bow isdrawn whh 
a nervous arm ; and the weighty 
aaMwr is directed to its object with 
tMsrring aim, and krefiftibie 
force. Thefo arrows are often 
pointed again ft the hanwkfs ani- 
nalsof the defere, which iaereafe 
and multiply in the abfened of 
their moft formidable enemy ; the 
hare, the goat, the roebuck, the 
fellow- deer, the ftag, the elk, and 
the antelope. The vigour and 
Whence both of the men and 
Bfesare continually exercifod by 
the fatigues of the chace ; and the 
plentiful fapply of game contri- 
butes to the lubfiftence,and even 
luxury, of a Tartar camp. But 
the exploits of the hunters of Scy- 
thia arc not confined to the de- 
finition of timid or innoxious 
beafts j they boldly encounter the 
angry wild boar, when he turns 
againft his purfuers, excite the 
fluggilh courage of the bear, and 
provoke the fury of tl>e tyger, as 
heflumbers in the thicket. Where 
there is danger there may be glo- 
ry* and the mode of hunting, 
which opens the faireft field to the 
exertions of valour, may juftly be 
confidered as the image, and as 
the fchool, of war. The general 
hunting-matches, the pride and 
delight of the Tartar princes, com - 
pofe an inftru&ive exercife for 
their numerous cavalry. A circle 
is drawn, of many miles in circum- 
ference, to encompafs rhe game of 
anextenfivediftria; and the troops 
that form the circle regularly ad- 
vance towards a common centre ; 
where the captive animals, fur- 
founded on every fide, are aban- 


doned to the darts of the hunters. 
In this march, which frequently 7 
continues many days, the cavalry 
are obliged to climb the hills, to 
fwira the rivers, and to wind 
through the values, without in- 
terrupting the preferibed order o# 
their gradual progrefs. They ac- 
quire the habrit of dire&ing their 
eye, and their fteps, to a remote 
objeft $ of preferving their inter- 
vals ; of fufpending, or accele- 
rating their pace, according to the 
motions of the troops on their 
right and left; and of watching 
and repeating the fignals of their 
leaders. Their leaders ftudy, in 
this pra&icai fchool, the molt im- 
portant leftbn of the military art ; 
the prompt and accurate judgment 
of ground, of diftance, and of 
time. To employ againft a human 
enemy the fame patience and va- 
lour, the fame fkili and difcipline, 
is the only alteration which is re- 
quired in real war ; and the a- 
mufement6 of the chace ferve as a 
prelude to the conqueft of an 
empire. 

The political fociety of the an- 
cient Germans has the appearance 
of a voluntary alliance of indepen- 
dent warriors. The tribes of Scy- 
thia, dittinguiihed by the modem 
appellation of JJords , afliime the 
form of a numerous and increafing 
family ; which, in the courfe of 
fucceflive generations, has been 
propagated from the fame original 
flock. The meaneft and moil ig- 
norant of the Tartars preferve, 
with confcious pride, the ineftima- 
ble treafure of their genealogy j 
and whatever diftin&ions of rank 
may have been introduced, by the 
unequal diftribution of paftoral 
wealth, they mutually refpeft 
themfelves, and each other, as the 
j$ ^ defendants 
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defcendants of the firft founder of 
the tribe. The cudom, which 
dill prevails, of adopting the brav- 
ed, and mod faithful of the cap- 
tives, may countenance the very 
probable fufpicion, that this ex- 
tenfive confanguinity is, in a great 
meafure, legal and fi&itious. But 
the ufeful prejudice, which has 
obtained the fanction of time and 
opinion, produces the effects of 
truth ; v the haughty Barbarians 
yield a cheerful and voluntary o- 
bedience to the head of their blood ; 
and their chief, or murfa, as the 
reprefentative of their great fa- 
ther, exercifes the authority of a 
judge, in peace, and of a leader, 
in war. In the original date of the 
padoral world, each of the murfas 
(if we may continue to ufe a mo- 
dern appellation) a&ed as the in- 
dependent chief of a large and fe- 
parate family ; and the limits of 
their peculiar territories were gra- 
dually fixed, by fuperior force, or 
mutual confent. But the conftant 
operation of variousand permanent 
caufes contributed to unite the 
vagrant Hords into national com- 
munities, under the command of 
a fupreme head. The weak were 
defirous of fupport:, and the drong 
were ambitious of dominion ; the 
power, which is the refult of uni- 
on, opprefled and colle&ed the di- 
vided forces of the adjacent-tribes; 
and, as the vanquifhed were freely 
admitted to fliare the advantages 
of victory, the mod valiant chiefs 
haflened to range themfelves, and 
their followers, under the formi- 
dable dandard of a confederate na- 
tion. The mod fuccefTul of the 
Tartar princes allumed the mili- 
tary command, to which he was 
entitled by the fuperiority, either 
of merit, or of power. He was 


raifed to the throne bfy the accik 
matrons of his equals ; and the 
title of Khan expreifes, in the la n* 
guage of the North of Ada, the 
full extent of the regal dignity* 
The right of hereditary fucceffioir 
was long confined to the blo^ilf 
the founder of the monarchy 
at this moment all the Khans, who 
reign from Crimea to the wallaf 
China, are the lineal descendants 
of the renowned Zingis. But^as 
it is the indifpenfable duty of i 
Tartar fovereign to lead his war- 
like fubjefts into the field, the 
claims of an infant are often diflfr 
garded ; and fome royal kinifl| 
didinguifhed by his age anq|K 
lour, is entruded with the fwoW 
and feeptre of his predeceflfo 
Two didinft and regular taxes#* 
levied on the tribes, to fupport 
the dignity of their national mp- 
narch, and of their peculiar chief; 
and each of thofe contributions 
amounts to the ty the, bothofthek 
property, and of their fpoil. A 
Tartar fovereigp enjoys the tenth 
part of the wealth of his people; 
and as his own domedic riches of 
flocks and herdsincreafeina much 
larger proportion, he is able plen- 
tifully to maintain the ruflic fplen- 
dour of his court, to reward the 
mod deferving,or the mod favour- 
ed, of his followers, and to obtain, 
from the gentle influence of cor- 
ruption, the obedience which 
might be fometimes refufed to the 
ftfcrn mandates of authority. The 
man ners of his fubjefts, accuftotn- 
ed, like himfelf, to blood and ra- 
pine, might excufe, in their eyes, 
fucli partial a<ds of tyranny, as 
would excite the horror of a civi- 
lized people? ; but the power of A 
defpot has never been acknpw* 
ledged in the deferts of Scythia. 
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The immediate jurifidi&ion of the 
Khan is confined within the limits 
of his own tribe ; and the exercife 
of his royal prerogative has been 
boderated by the ancient inftitu- 
tion of a national council. The 
Ctapultai, or Diet, of the Tartars, 
wPregularly held in the fpring 
and autumn, in the midft of a 
plain ; where the princes of the 
reigning family, and the murfas 
of the refpeftive tribes, mav con- 
veniently affemble on horfeback, 
with their martial and numerous 
trains; and the ambitious mo- 
narch, who reviewed the ftrength, 

S :onfult the inclination, of an 
people. The rudiments of 
al government may be dif- 
covered in the conftitution of the 
Scythian or Tartar nations; but 
the perpetual conflict of thofe 
boftile nations has fometimes ter- 
minated in the eftablifhment of a 
powerful and defpotic empire. 
The vi<9or, enriched by the tri- 
bute, and fortified by the arms, of 
dependent kings, has fpread his 
conquefts ov£r Europe or Afia : 
the fuccefsful fhepherds of the 
North have fubmitted to the con- 
finement of arts, of laws, and of 
cities; and the introduction of 
luxury, after deftroying the free- 
dom of the people, has under- 
mined the foundations of the 
throne. 


An Account of ihe Life and literary 
Cbarafter of Henry Howard, 
Earl of Surrey ; extra Sled from 
' War toil’ J Eijlory of Englijk Po- 
etry. 

O UR communications and in- 
tercourfe with Italy, which 
began to prevail about the begin- 
ning of the fixteenth century, not 
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only introduced the (ludies of ctaf- 
fical literature into England, but 
gave a new turn to our vernacular 
poetry. At this period, Petrarch 
(till continued the moftfavourite 
poet of the Italians ; ancPhad efta- 
blifhed a manner, which was uni- 
verfally adopted and imitated by 
his ingenious countrymen. In the 
mean time, the courts both of 
Prance and England were diftin- 
guifhed for their elegance. Fran- 
cis the firft had changed the (late 
of letters in France, by mixing 
gallantry with learning, and by 
admitting the ladies to his court 
in company with the ecclefiaftics. 
Hiscaroufals were celebrated with 
a brilliancy and a feftivity un- 
known to the ceremonious (hews 
of former princes. Henry the 
eighth vied with Francis in thefe 
gaieties. His ambition, which 
could not bear a rival even in di- 
verfions, was feconded by libera- 
lity of difpofition and a love of 
oftentation. For Henry, with 
many boiflerous qualities, wa* 
magnificent and affable. Had he 
never murdered his wives, his 
politenefs to the fair fex would re- 
main unimpeached. His martial 
fports were unincumbered by the 
barbaric pomp of the antient chi- 
valry, and foftened by the growing 
habits of more rational manners. 
He was attached to thoiefpeftacles 
and public amufements, in which 
beauty affumed a principal (hare; 
and his frequent mafques and tour- 
naments encouraged a high fpirit 
of romantic courtefy. Poetry was 
the naturalaccompanimentof thefe 

refinements. Henry himfelf was 
a leader and a chief character in 
thefe pageantries, and at the fame 
time a reader and a writer of verfes. 
The language and the manners of 
Italy 
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Italy were efteemed and dudied. 
The fonners of Petrarch were the 
peat models of compofition. They 
entered into the genius of the fa- 
fbkmabl^Fianners: and in a cotrrt 
of Inch a complexion, Petrarch of 
ctrarfe became the popular poet. 
Henry Howard earl Surrey, with 
* miftrefs perhaps as beautiful as 
Laura, and at lead with Petrarch’s 
paffion if not his tafte, led the way 
to great improvements in Englifh 
poetry, by a happy imitation of 
Petrarch, and other Italian poets, 
who had been mod fuccefsful in 
painting the anxieties of love with 
pathos and propriety. 

Lord Surrey’s Hfe throws fo 
much light on the character and 
fubjeCts of his poetry, that it is 
almod impoflible to confider tlie 
one, without exhibiting a few 
anecdotes of the other. He was 
the fon and grandfon of two lords 
treafurers dukes of Norfolk ; and 
in his early childhood difcovered 
she mod promifing marks of lively 
parts and an a&ive mind. 

While a boy, he was habituated 
to the modes of a court at Wind- 
for-cadles where he refided, yet 
tinder the care of proper inftruc- 
tors, in the quality of a companion 
to Henry Fitzroy, duke of Rich- 
*mond, a natural ion of king Henry 
the eighth, and of the highed ex- 
pectations. 

This young nobleman, whoalfo 
bore other titles and honours, was 
the child of Henry’s affection r 
not fo much on account of his 
"hopeful abilities, as for a reafon 
intinuated bv lord Herbert, and 
at which thoie who know Henry’s 
hidory and character will not be 
furpfized, becaufe he equally and 
ftrongly refembkd both his father 
and mother* 
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A frienddiip of the ciofeft kind 
commencing between thefe two 
illuftrkms youths, about the year 
1530, they were both reword to 
cardinal Welfey’s college at 0 »- 
ford, then univerfally frequented, 
as well for the excellence A 
novelty of its inflitiHionj flf R 
was one of the fird feminaneief 
an Englifh univerfky, that pip* 
fefled to explode the pedaatrieief 
the old barbarous phiWophy,tad 
to cultivate the graces of prike 
literature. T wo years afterward^ 
for the purpofe of acquiring evetf 
accompHfhmentof an eltganMjlfr 
cation, the earl accompani^K 
noble friend and feUow-pup^fap 
France, where they received!^ 
Henry, dn his arrival at CaUfttt 
vifit Fraqcis the fird, with a mat 
magnificent retinue. The friend* 
fhip of thefe two young nobtefUm 
was foon drengthened by anew&g 
for Richmond married the la 
ry Howard, Surrey’s fider. Bjd£ 
mond, however, appears to hwe 
died in the year 1536, about At 
age of feventeen, having rtrtqf 
cohabited with his wife. It wto 
long before Surrey forgot the un- 
timely iofs of this amiable youtifc 
the friend and aflociate of hk 
childhood, and who nearly reft#' 
bled himfelf in genius, refinemipt , 
of manners, and liberal acquBfr 
tions. 

It is not precifely known at 
what period the earl of Surrey bit \ 
gan his travels. They have the 
air of a romance. He made tfe* 
tour of'Europe in the true fpukof < 
chivalry, and with the ideas of I# 
Amadis ; proclaiming the imp*' 
ralleled charms of hi* roiftrcfijanl , j 
prepared to defend thecaufe oft* 1 
beauty with the weapons of kmgbb J 

errantxy. Nor was this adveat* 
rom 
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Jeurney performed without valuable plate of the Arundel fa* 
the intervention of an enchanter, mily, and was actually in the pof* 
The firft city in Itftly which he feffion of the' late duke of Nor* 
propofed to vifit was Florence, the folk. 

capital of Tufcany, and the ori* Thefe heroic vanities did not* 
anal feat of the ancfcftors of his however, fo totally engrofs the 
Bhldine*. In fils way thither, time which Surrey fpentin Italy t 
Vpkflfed a few days at the empe- as to alienate his mind from let- 
ter's court; where he became ac* ters : he ftudied with the greateft 
fainted with Cornelius Agrippa, fuccefs a critical knowledge of the 
l|i celebrated adept in natural ma* Italian tongue, and, that he might 

S fc. This vifionary philofopher give new luftre to the n^tmeof (Se- 
eded our hero, in a mirror of raldine, attain ed a juft talte for the 
flafs, a living image of Geraldine, peculiar graces of the Italian poe- 
ittiining on a couch, fick, and try. 

« ng one of his rtioft tender He was recalled to England fof 
ets by a waxen taper.' His fomei die reafon by the king, much 
(nation, which Wanted not fooner than he expected : and he 
the flattering representations and returned home, the mOft elegant 
artificial incentives of illufion, was traveller, the mod polite lover, 
heated anew by this inttrefting the moil learned nobleman, and the 
ahd affixing fpe&acle. Inflamed mod accomplilhed gentleman of 
with every enthufiafm of the mod his age Dexterity in tilting, and 
fbmantic palhon, he haftened to gracefulnefs in managing a horfe 
Florence ; and, on his arrival, im- underarms, were excellencies now 
•mediately publiftied a defiance viewed with a critical eye, and 
igainft any perfon who could han- pratfifed with a high degree of 
ife a lance arid was in love, whe- emulation. In 1540, at a tourna- 
ther Chriftian, Jew, Turk, Sara- ment held in the prefence of the 
pen, or Cannibal, who (hould pre- courtatWeftminfter,andin which 
fume to difpute the fuperiority of tl?e principal of the nobility were 
Geraldine’s beauty. As the lady engaged, Surrey was diftinguiflled 
Was pretended to beofTufcan ex- above the reft for hisaddreis in the 
Jiu&ion, the pride of the Floren- ufe and exercife ofarms. But hi! 
tines was flattered on thisoccafion: martial Ikill was not foiely dif* 
and the grand duke of Tufcany played in the parade and oftenta* 
permitted a general and unmoleft- tion of thefe domeftic combats* 
ed ingrefa into his dominions of In 154.2 he marched into Scot* 
the combatants of all countries, land, as a chief commander in hi! 
dll thts important trial fhould be father's army ; and was confpicu* 
decided. The challenge was ac- ous for his tonduft and bravely at 

S ted, And the earl viftorious; the memorable battle of Flodden* 
e (hieid which he prefented to field, where James the fourth of 
the duke before the tournament Scotland was killedr The next 
Mgan, is exhibited in Vertue's year, we find the career of his vie* 

* Lady Elifabetfi Fitzgerald, fecotd fought# tp Qtenld Fitzgerald, car! 

fffcUfor*, 

tones 
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tones impeded by an obftacle 
which no.vajour could relift. The 
cenfuresof the church have humi- 
liated the greateft heroes : and he 
was impriloned in Windfor-caftle 
for eating flelh in Lent. The 
prohibition had been renewed or 
ftrengthened by a recent procla- 
mation of the king. I mention this 
circumftance, not only as it marks 
his character, impatient of any 
controul, and carelefs of very feri - 
ous confequences which often arife 
from a contempt of petty formali- 
ties, but as it gave occafion to one 
of his moil fentimental and pathe- 
tic fonnets. In 1544 he was 
field-marlhal of the Englifli army 
in the expedition to Bologne, 
■which he took. In that age, love 
and arms con ftantly wenttogether: 
and it was amid the fatigues of this 
“protra&ed campaign, that he com- 
posed his laft fonnet called the 
Fanfie of a wearied Lover. 

But as Surrey’s popularity in- 
. creafed, his intereft declined with 
the king ; whofe caprices and jea- 
loufies grew more violent with his 
years and infirmities. The bril- 
liancy of Surrey’s character, his 
celebrity in the military fcience, 
his general abilities, his wit, 
learning, and affability, were 
viewed by Henry with difguft and 
fufpicton. It was in vain that he 
pofteffed every advantageous qua- 
lification, which could adorn the 
fcholar, the couVtier, and the fol- 
dier. , In proportion as he was 
amiable in the eyes of the people, 
he became formidable to the king. 
His riling reputation was mifcon- 
ftrued into a dangerous ambition, 
and gave birth to accufations 
equally grovmdlefs and frivolous. 
He was. fufpe&ed of a defign to 
marry the princefs Mary ; and, 
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by that alliance, of approaching 
to a poffibility of wearing the 
crowq. It was infinuatcd, ths(t 
he converged with foreigners, and 
held a correfpondeoce with car-, 
dinal Pole. , ^ 

T he addition of the efchutd^K 
of Edward the Confeffor iWm 
own, although ufed by the family 
of Norfolk for many years, and 
juftified by the authority of the fee? 
raids, was a fufficient foundadpn 
for an impeachjnent of highlree? 
fon. Thefe motives were privately 
aggravated by thofe prejudice^ 
with which Henry rememtigjL 
1;he mifbehaviour of Catfy^H 
Howard, and which wereexq^P 
ed to all that lady’s rebtSS 
At length, the earl of Surrey.djdf* 
a facrifice to the peevifh injuftfo? 
of a rpercilefs and ungrateful maf* 
ter. Notwitftanding hi? elo- 
quent and mafculine defence 
which even in the caufe of gttik 
itfelf would have proved apo ytf- 
ful perfuafive, he wascondenfttfl 
by the prepared fuffrageof afcrvje 
and obfequious jury, and behead: 
ed on Tower-hill in theye^r 
In the mean time we fbould re* 
member, that Surrey’s puhliccQt* 
duft was noton all occafions quit* 
unexceptionable. Intheaffairof 
Bologne he had made a falfeftep* 
This had offended the king. 
Henry, when once offended, could 
never forgive. And whep Heffc 
ford was fent into France to take 
the command, he could not it: 
frain from dropping fome re- 
proachful expreftions again# * 
meafure which feemed to impeach 
his perfonal courage. Confer 
of his high birth and capacity, Be 
was above the little attentions^ 
caution and referve ; and he to» 
frequently negle&ed toqpnfulthis 
own. 
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ipvn fituation, and the king’s tem- long as a rule of criticifm. * In 
per. It w&s his misfprtune to the latter end of the fame kinges 
ferve a monarch,* whole refent- [Henry] raigne, fprongeupa new 
merits, which were eafily provok- company of courtly makers, of 
etf, could only be fatisfied by the whom fir Thomas Wyat the elder 
fevere revenge. Henry and Henry earle of Surrey were 
dHht thofe men to the block, the two chieftaines, who having 
wlficn other monarchs would travelled t into Italie, and there 
have only difgracfed. tailed the fweete and (lately mea- 

Among thofe anecdotes of Sur- fures and (lyleof the Italian poefie,, 
rtfs life, I had almoft forgot to as novices newly crept out of the 
mention what became of his amour fchooles of. Dante, -Ariofto, and 
with the fair Geraldine. We la- Petrarch, they greatly polifhed 
ment to find, that Surrey’s devo- our rude and homely manner of 
ddn to this lady did not end in a vulgar poefie from that it had bene 
|HUng, and that all his gallan- before, and for that caufe may juft- 
flHmd verfes availed fo little ! ly be fayd the firft reformers of pur 
wtfiemoirs of that incurious age, Englifh meeter and (tile.” And 
fikvfc informed us, whether her again, towards the clofe of the 
$6uty was equalled by her cru- fame chapter. “ Henry earle of 
eltjr ; or whether her ambition Surrey, and fir Thomas Wyat, be- 
prevailed fo far over her gratitude, tween whom I find very little dif- 
a$ to tempt her to prefer the folid ference, I repute them (as before) 
glories ofa more fplendid title and for the two chief lanternes of light 
ample fortune, to the challenges to all others that have fince em- 
irid the compliments, of fomagna- ployed their pennes upon Eoglrfh 
Oimous, fo faithful, and fo elo- poefie: their conceits were loftie, 
(juent a lover. She appears, how- their ftiles (lately, their conveyance 
fver, to have been afterwards the cleanly, their termes proper, their 
fhird Wife of Edward Clinton, earl meetre fweete and well-propor- 
of Lincoln. Such alfo is the tioned, in all imitating very natu- 
power of time and accident over rally and ftudioufly theii* maifter 
aiporous vows, that even Surrey Francis Petrarcha.” I forbear to 
kimfelf outlived the violence of his recite the teftimonies of Leland, 

S affibn. He married Frances, Sydney, Tuberville, Churchyard, 
slighter of John earl of Oxford, and Drayton. Nor have thefe 
by whom he left fevera l children. pieces, although fcarcely known 
Ohe of his daughters, Jane coun- at prefent, been without the pane- 
fefsof Weftmoreland, was among gyric of more recent times. Sur- 
fte learned ladies of that age, and rey is praifed by Waller and Fen- 
P&ame famous for her knowledge ton; and he feems to have been 
bfthe Greek and Latin languages, a favourite with Pope. Pope, in 
f Surrey^s poems were in high re- Windfor-fpreft, having compared 
{Station with His cotemporaries, his <patron lord Granville ' with 
and for many years afterwards. Surrey, he was immediately re- 
He is thus charafterifed by the printed, but without attracting 
Author of the old Arte of Englifh many readers. It was vainly iffla- 
Pbefie/ whole opinion remained gined, that all the wor?d'TPcfcfd 
* Jr ‘ eagerly * 
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eagerly wifh topurchafe the works 
of a neglected antient English 
poet, whom Pope had called the 
Granville rf a former age. So rapid 
are the revolutions of our language, 
and fuch the uncertainty of lite- 
rary fame, that Philips, Milton's 
nephew, who wrote about the 
year 1674, has remarked, that in 
his time Surrey's poetry was an* 
Equated and totally forgotten. 


GharaRcr of Thomas Sackville, 
the firj } Lord Buckhurft ; front 
the fame Author* 

S ACKVILLE was born at 
Buckhurft, a principal feat of 
his antient and illuftrious family 
in the parifti of Withiam in Suf- 
fex. His birth is placed, but with 
evident inaccuracy, under the 
year 1536. At lead it ftiould be 
placed fix years before. Dil'cover- 
ing a vigorous uuderftanding in 
his childhood, from a domeftic tu- 
ition he was removed, as it may 
reafonably be conje&ured, to 
Hart-hall, now Hertford-college, 
in Oxford. But he appears to have 
beena mafter of artsat Cambridge. 
^At both univerfities he became 
celebrated as a Latin and Englifh 
poet ; and he carried his love of 
poetry, which he feems to have 
almolt folely cultivated, to the In- 
ner Temple. It was now fafhion- 
able for every young man of for- 
tune, before he began his travel^, 
or was admitted into parliament, 
to be. initiated in the ftudy of the 
law. But inftead of purfuing a 
fcience, which could not be his 
profeffion, and which was unac- 
commodated to the bias of his ge- 
nius, he betrayed this predile&ion 
tom more plcafing fpecics of lire* 


: 0 is t e ft, mt 

rature, by compofing a trag^f 
for the entertainment and honouf 
of his fellow-ftudents* His hi[>h 
birth, however, and ample patn* 
mony, foon advanced him to more 
important fituations and etnplpy j 
ments. His eminent accomf®- 
ments and abilities having acqtro* 
ed the confidence an#efteemof 
queen Elifabeth, the poet was fooa 
loft in the ftatefman, and negotia- 
tions and embaffies extinguHbed 
the milder ambitions of the inge- 
nuous mufe. Yet it fhould be re- 
membered, that he was uncorrupt- 
ed amid ft the intrigues of an 
ful court, that in the chara&HK 
a firft minifter he preferved thel& 
tegrity of a private man, and that 
his family refufed the offer of an 
apology to his memory, when it 
was intuited by the malicious insi- 
nuations of a rival party. Noris 
it foreign to our piirpofe to re- 
mark, that his original elegance 
and brilliancy of mind fomeumei 
broke forth, in the exercife of hia 
more formal political functions. 
He was frequently dilguftedattlje 
pedantry and official barbarity, of 
ftyle, with which the public let- 
ters and inftruments were ufyally 
framed; aqd Naunton relate?, 
that bis fi fecretaries bad difficulty . 
to.pleafe him, he was iofaeeteivA 
choice ip his ftyle.’' Even inthe 
decifions and pleadings of that 
rigid tribunal the ftar-chamher, 
which was never efteepned the 
fchool of rhetoric, he pradifed 
and encouraged an unaccuftonaed 
ftrain of eloquent and graceful 
oratory a on which account, lays 
Lloyd, u fo flowing was bis in- 
vention, tha>t he was called ft* 
ftar-cbamber b^ll.” Ajter he w# 
made a peer by the title of W 
Buckhurft, and bad Succeeded tj 
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a mod extenfive inheritance, and 
was now difeharging the bufinefs 
of an envoy to Paris, lie found 
time to prefix a Latin epiftle to 
Clarke’s Latin tranftation of Caf- 
tilio’s Courtier, printed at Lon- 
don in. 15 71, which is not an un- 
worthy recommendation of atrea- 
tife remarkable for its polite La- 
tinity. It was either becaufe his 
miftrefs Elifabeth paid a fin cere 
compliment to his fingular learn- 
ing and fidelity, or becaufe (lie 
was willing to indulge an alfeCted 
fit of indignation againft the ob- 
ject of her capricious paffion, that 
when Sackville, in 1591, was a 
candidate for the chancellorfhip of 
the univerfity of Oxford, (lie con- 
defeended earneftly to folicit the 
univerfity in his favour, and in 
oppofition to his competitor the 
earl of Eflex. At leaft (lie ap- 
pears to have approved the choice, 
for her majefty foon afterwards vi- 
fited Oxford, where (he was enter- 
tained by the new chancellor with 
fplendid banquets and much folid 
erudition. It is neither my defign 
nor my province, to develope the 
profound policy with which he 
conduced a peace with Spain, the 
addrefs with which he penetrated 
or baffled the machinations of Ef- 
fex, and the circumfpe&ion and 
fuccefs with which he managed 
the treafury of two opulent fo« 
vereigns. 


Character of the late Dr. Fothergill ; 
extracted front Dr. Hirdb slfr 

fefiionate Tribute to his Memory. 

I IT muft be admitted that no 
partiality of affection fhouldfo 
fctrp the mind, as to influence its 
ttsgard for trutl|. Oa common 
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fubjeCts, the world is indulgent 
enough to accept the embelhtfc- 
ments which a warm imagination 
may add to a few plain faCts, but 
the language of eulogy is always 
fufpeCted, and cpnfequently much 
more expofed to the fe verity of re- 
mark; yet if any fubjeCtthat I am 
acquainted with will bear a more 
than ordinary warmth of expref- 
fion, it certainly may be indulged 
in a tribute to the memory of the 
late Dr. Fothergill. 

The general voice has placed 
him amongft the illuftrious cha- 
racters of the prefen t age ; but, 
what is more to his honour, it Iras 
placed him amongft the bed of 
men. May the memorial I am 
giving to the public preferve his 
nameunblemiihed by mifreprefen- 
tation, till fome more equal pen 
(hall hand it down to pofterity, as 
a bright example of what great 
ufefulnefs extraordinary talents 
may prove to fociety, when under 
the direction of a good heart, fine 
feelings, and an enlarged philan- 
thropy ! 

Mis underftanding was of a 
manly, energetic call ; it was pe*- 
netrating, comprehenfive, and 
highly cultivated : there was a 
firm dignity in his character, 
which, though it could not bend 
to any thing unbecoming itfelf, 
yet was accompanied by a certain 
foftnefs and complacency of man- 
ners peculiarly conciliating. His 
heart was fincere, friendly, com- 
panionate, and liberal to excefs. 
His hand was an unfparing diftri- 
butor, and the bounties of it, left 
they might not reach the truly 
worthy, were, not unffequently, 
diffufed amongft the impofing and 
the ungrateful. 

His practice as a phyfician w at 
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by no means confined to London 
and its environs, the place of his 
long and general refidence. For 
fome years pall he made a point of 
retiring, during a few fummer 
months, to his place in Chefhire; 
a feat chofen by him as a fequtf- 
tered retreat from the labours and 
fatigue of' his profeffional atten- 
tions, to digeft his thoughts, take 
pofleflion of himfeif, and invigo- 
rate his mind and body for his re- 
turning duties : but it too fre- 
quently happened, that what he 
had pleafingly conceived as an 
afylum from care and intrusion, 
proved not the retirement he was 
in purfuit of. Wherefoever he 
redded, his name and charaAer 
followed him, carrying along with 
them thofe influences, which not 
onlypervaded every quarter of this, 
and the neighbouring kingdom of 
Ireland, but a very confiderable 
part of Europe and North Ame- 
rica ; from whence, in cafes that 
apparently would admit of the de- 
lay, he was frequently confulted 
by letter and defcription. 

From this high rank in his pro- 
feflion, and from the refpeAful 
manner in which he was always 
treated, it may very reafonably be 
concluded that the pecuniary 
emoluments of his practice were 
large : and fo they certainly were, 
to an uncommon degree 5 the pro- 
duce of his annual praAice being 
greater than has fallen to the lot 
of moft phyficians in this nation: 
and could the fees he rejeAed be 
added to the fum, it would have 
increafed to a furprifing amount; 
but he was accuftomed to make 
diftinAions, which would not, I 
prefume at leaft, enter into every 
mind. — Yet notwithftanding all 
thefe fources of affluence, fo large 


and fo numerous were the channels 
throughwhich his bounties flowed, 
that they might be truly laid to be 
fcarcely equal to the liberality # of 
his heart. 

There is a certain exquifittjfefi 
of fenfation in the tones of 
minds, which, amidft thevarifctis 
circumftances of life, and the una- 
voidable evils attendant on huma- 
nity, is, indeed, a moft painful 
fpeciesof pre-eminence: the ntfnd 
of Dr. Fothergill was of this 
mould ; it was ever in unifon wM} 
the afflicted fpirit in all fituatfr** 
exciting him to a As of the ijAji 
cordial friendliness. 

In the distribution of hisnh 
vours, he retreated as nrachm 
poffiblefrom the acknowledgment* 
of thofe he obliged. Hekri6# 
the value of a grateful heart'futtjr, 
for his own was grateful intheex* 
treme ; but he rather chofe th*t 
the objeAs of his kindnefs Should 
feel that aAive and eSTential 
titude which is better evinceflbf 
a proper ufe of favours, $nd a 
happy change in circumftan&anl 
fituation, than by any verbal «• 
preffion. In a few words, Div 
Fothergill’s beneficences flowed 
from him with fo graceful antaft, 
and fo high a polish of addrefij 
that no modeft worth was woubd- 
ed, nor the acutenefs of diilrefs 
increafed, by the aukwardneft of 
its acknowledgments.— His wa$ 
not that drop-like bounty w‘ * * 
paufes in its progrefs; it was 
flowing, and benign. 

Although it may be the gen 
praAice of phyficians -in oth 
countries, as well as in tbi^ 

[ refufe the fees of the inferior 
r gy, yet the conduA of Dr. Fo 
1 gill towards numbers of this 
i was diSlinguifhed by fometftin 
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ttiofe genefotis than mere forbear- 
ance ; it was marked by extraor- 
dinary kindnefs. f 

He confidered the inferior 
claflesof clergymen as more parti- 
cularly the objects of hrs liberality 
aqd attention ; being brought up 
in mat line of education, which, 
in the opinion of the world, pre- 
cludes bodily labour, and to 
which the idea of the gentleman 
is annexed* without a competency 
to fupport the chafa&er ; to many 
of thefe, I am an evidence, he was 
a kind friend and a private bene- 
feAor 5 not only by his advice in 
ptifonal di ft refs, but by his purfe, 
tdrfeverely trying occafions.— 
Kay, fo cordial was his humanity 
towards thefe, that on a friend's 
hinting to him whilft he was in 
the country, that his favours were 
Hot marked by propriety of dif- 
tinftion (the gentleman from 
whom he refufed his fee being 
placed in high rank in the church, 
with an independent fortune), he 
returned a ready explanation of 
his principle of action ; “ 1 had 
rather, faid the Doftor, return the 
fee of a gentleman with whofe rank 
1 am not perfe&ly acquainted, 
than run the rifk of taking it from 
a man, who ought, perhaps, to be 
the object of my bounty Such 
was the noble ftyle of this moft 
excellent man’s way of thinking. 

Thehumane reader will feel the 
fineftfpringsof his affe&ions mov- 
ed* by the following anecdote, 
given to me by a clergyman of 
high tank, who reveres the me- 
mory of Dr. Fothergill, and places 
his obligations to him, in a very 
trying feafon, near to his heart. 

A friend of his, a man of a 
worthy character, who has at this 
time an income of about one hun- 

Vol-XXIV. 
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dred pounds a year, church pre- 
ferment, was, in the earlier part of 
his life, feated in London upon a 
curacy of fifty pounds per annum, 
with a wife and a numerous fami- 
ly. — An epidemical difeafe, which 
was ‘at that time prevalent, feized 
upon his wifeand five of his child- 
ren j in this fcene of diftrefs hfe 
looked up to the Doctor for his 
affiffance, but dared not apply to 
him, from a confcioufnefs of his 
being unable to reward him for his 
attendance.—- A friend who knew 
his fituation, kindly offered to ac- 
company him to the Do6tor*s, and 
give him his fee j they took the 
advantage of his hour of audience, 
and after a defcription of the fe- 
veral cafes, the fee was offered, 
and rejected j but a note was taken 
of his place of refidence. The 
Doctor called afliduoufly the next 
and every fucceeding day, till his 
attendance was no longer necefia- 
ry. The curate, anxious to return 
fome grateful mark of the fenfe he 
entertained of his fervices, ftrained 
every nerve to accomplifb it; but 
his aftonifhment was not to be de- 
scribed, when, inftead of receiving 
the money he offered, with apo- 
logies for his fituation, the Doctor 
put ten guineas into his hand, de- 
firing him to apply to him with- 
out diffidence in future difficulties. 

Although amidft the diffufion 
of his favours he too frequently, 
met with painful returns, yet he 
would never allow inftances of this 
fort to check the ardour of his 
mind in doing all the good he 
could to others ; and even tothofe 
who returned ingratitude for kind- 
nefs, his charity continued ftill 
patient, hoping all things. It 
was his common exprellion, when 
he found his favours mifapplied, or 
. C hunfeif 
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himfelf impofed updn, 4< I had 
much rather that my favours 
ihouldfall upon manyundeferving 
objeds, than that one truly deserv- 
ing fliould efcape my notice.** 

From the extend venefs of his 
daily employments in Londoivand 
its neighbourhood, to which muft 
be added, the variety of his medi- 
cal, philosophical, literary, and 
friendly cprre{ponde_nce, it may 
be a matter of furprife to many, 
how he could acquit himfelf of the 
number of his engagements ; yet 
lie underftood So well the value of 
a moment, and the influence of 
order in the management of time, 
that he could generally fettle his 
hioft interefling concerns every 
evening, before he' retired to reft. 
His thoughts were fo perfectly di- 
gested, his penetration was fo 
quick, and his hand was fo rapid 
in its obedience to the didates of 
his mind, that what might have 
been to many able men a fcene of 
inquietude, not to fay of confu- 
fion, was, in his hands, eafy and 
familiar. In cafes of moment he 
Was no procraftinator. 

In the pradice of a phyfician, 
it is a happinefs to himfelf, and 
certainly a much greater to his, 
-patients, if he is in pofleflion of 
that native acumen or fagaciouf- 
nefs of mind, which, from the 
fuperior importance of his art, 
Pught to have a high place in the 
Scale of charader, could it be 
clearly ascertained.— -In every o- 
ther art or Science it may be eafity 
diftinguifhed by men of moderate 
abilities; but in medicine, its 
effeds not being fo obvious, po- 
pular impreffion, or private influ- 
ence, muft neceflarily be accepted 
as Security for its exiftence. It 
Jmu fo little dependance upon i xie. 
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dical education, and profefiional 
employment, that a man may 
have enjoyed all the advantages 
of the one, and all the emoluments 
of the other, yet neither he tSy 
his patients may have felt the lead 
degree of its influence.— Ela- 
tion and employment are ordolt? 
things: but this alone is the 1% 
of medical genius, and is truly ex- 
traordinary ; it operates by quick 
discrimination in dubious cafes; 
it throws a clear light upounppa* 
rent difficulties; it fixes thejm* 
mint determinateiy upon the right 
objed, and is pradically illuftat- 
ed by happy and 
events.— It was this Species <M- 
netradon that principally dilBfr 
guiftied Dr. Fothergill as a nie& 
cal man. : 

There was another advan&ft 
of no fmall moment, which Sis 
padents derived from his attend- 
ance ; he knew how to unite the 
kindnefs of friendlhip with lit 
profefiional duties ; and could Ut- 
ter into thofe retreats of anxiety 
from which flow an infinitude# 
bodily diftrefies, with an eyeefar- 
ly difeefning, yet incurious aofl 
benign.- — A religious fenfibilitydf 
Spirit difpofed him to draw near 
the deep Springs of afllidion,aad 
diffufe the oil of peace otcr the 
troubled waters. There was,* 
discretion in his Sympathy, that 
attached the confidence of his pa- 
tients to an uncommon degree; 
and of what importance fuch a* 
acquifition mull be in the courfe 
of an extenfive pradice, Ilttve 
to the judgment of eveiy ikilM 
praditioner. 

A lady of my acquaintance 
occafionally exprefling her high 
regard for the Dodor, and tk 
fatisfadion tie received from^hn 
attendance 
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attendance upon her on many oc* 
ipafions, made ufe of the following 
pathetic language. — 44 He wa6 in- 
deed my warm friend and advifer 
}fl my diftrefs, as well as my phy- 
sician. — He was, under Provi- 
dence, the prefencer of my health, 
end the reftorer of my peace in ' 
Hie fevereft confli6ts or my life.” 

[Dr. Hird proceeds to (peak of 
him as an encburager of Science, 
is a patron of men of genius, and 
as a generous promoter of, and 
contributor to charities and works 
Of public utility and convenience: 
In Jpeaking of Dr. Fothergill un- 
to this laft head, he gives an ac- 
dlnt of his laudable inftitution of 
the Foundling Hofpital at Ack- 
worth. The concluhon is a3 fol- 
lows.] 

^ The perfon of Dr. Fothergill 
"was of a delicate, rather of an ex- 
tenuated make : his features were 
ill chara&er ; his eye had a pecu- 
liar brilliancy of expreffion, yet 
it was not' eafy fo to mark the 
leading, trait, as to difengage it 
from the united whole. He was 
remarkably aAive and alert, and/- 
with a few exceptions, enjoyed a 
general good ftate of health. 

He had a peculiarity of add refs 
Rnd manner, refulting from per- 
foh, education, and principle ; 
but it was fo perfectly accompani- 
ed by the moil engaging atten- 
tions, that he was the genuine po- 
lite man above all forms of breed- 
tog. — I knew him well, and I 
never knew a man who left fuch 
pleading impreilions on the minds 
of his patients. 

His drefs was remarkably neat, 
plain and decent, peculiarly be- 
coming himfelf; a perfeft tran- 
fcript of the order, and, I may 


* 


add, the neatnefs of his mind ~ 
He thought it unworthy a man of 
fenfe, and inconfiftent with his 
character, to fuffer himfelf to be 
led by the whim of fatliion* and 
become the Have of its* caprices. 
But this impreffion upon his un- 
demanding was much ftrengthen- 
ad by his firm attachment to his 
principles as a quaker, which 
led to that decent plainnefs and 
modefty in drefs, which may be 
prefumedtobeoneatleafl amongft 
the external evidences of a fpirit 
elevated in its views above all 
tranfient and fublunary things. 

At his meals he was Remarkably 
temperate; in the opinion of fome, 
rather too abftemious, eating fpa- 
ringly, but with a good relifh, and 
rarely exceeding two gfafles of 
wine at dinner or fupper ; yet by 
this uniform and fteady temper 
ranee, he preferved his mind vi- 
gorous and active, and his confti- 
tution equal to all his engagements. 

His ideas of retreat from bufi- 
nefs were marked by a degree of 
dignity perfe&ly correfpondent 
with the reft of his character. 44 1 
wifh, faid . he, as far as I ought 
to wifh, to withdraw myfelf from 
my profefiional labours in full 
pofTeflion of my faculties, and, I 
may add, of my reputation ; for 
I well know, from many an hu- 
miliating inftance, how much the 
infirmities of age, or paralytic 
debility, to which we ate all of 
us alike expofed, may affe<ft the 
remembrance of o\ir beft quali- 
ties.^ He wifhed to retire^ with 
the refpeft, rather than the comr 
paffion, of* bis friends.-— It has 
pleafed Providenceto remove him 
from fociety, after a few weeks', 
painful indifpofitkm, ,in the vigour ^ 
C 2 ^ 
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of his faculties, and in the luftre 
of his reputation, having clofed a 
life of ufefulnefs and honour, in 
the 69th year of his age, with ex- 
preffions of a well-grounded af« 
lurance of an happy immortality. 

In the language of his own 
eulogiym on the memory of his 
friend t)r. Ruflell, I fhall conclude 
this imperfe<ft tribute to the me- 
mory of my afFe&ionate, fteady, 
and I may add, my partial friend, 
Dr. Fothergill; — u animated by 
“ his example, let us purfue the 
lt arduous track of public virtue ; 
il and having, like him, fupport- 
u ed the dignity of our profef- 
€i (ion, by dealing .with a li- 
u beraJ hand to all the bleflings 
u of health, to the utmoft of our 
“ abilities, and done honour to 
44 our fpecies, by the conftant 
• 4 exercife of uprightnefs, cah- 
44 dour and benignity, may we 
u clofe the fcene in full poflef- 
44 (ion of all that deferves the name 
44 of human felicity.*’ 


An Account of the Indians of Porto 
dela lrinadad s in 41 N. Lat. on 
the N. IV. Coaft of America, frobi 
the Spanijb Journal by Don Fran- 
cifco Maurelle, of a Voyage in 
1775 , to explore the Cod ft of Ame- 
rica, Northward of California , 
tranflated by the Hon . Daines 
Barrington. From Barrington’s 
Mifcellanies. 

O N the uthof June 1775, we 
had fixed every thing with 
regard to our anchorage, and we 
determined to take pofleflion of 
the country, upon the top of a high 
mountain, which lyes at the en- 
trance of the port. For this pur- 
pofe our crews divided into dif- 


ferent parties, which were pr 
perly ported, fo that the reft might 
proceed without any danger of an 
attack. We moreover placed cen* 
tinels at a confiderable diftance 
to reconnoitre the paths ufed by 
the Indians, who poflefled them- 
felves of thofe parts from which 
we had moft to fear. With tkefe 
precautions the crews marched in 
two bodies, who adored the holy 
crofs upon difembarking, ana 
when at the top of the mountain 
formed a Square, the centre of 
which became a chapel. Here 
the holy crofs was again railed, 
mafs celebrated with a fermte, 
and pofleflion taken, with all the 
requifites enjoined by our iaftruc- 
tions. We alfo fired both our 
mufauetry and cannon, whichna* 
turally made the Indians fuppofe 
we were irrefiftible. After they 
had recovered their fright however, 
and found that we had done them 
no harm, they vifited us again, 
and probably to examine more 
nearly what had occafioried the 
tremendous noife which they had 
never heard before. As we thus 
took pofleflion on the day when 
holy mother church celebrates the 
feftival of the moft holy Trinity, 
we named the port accordingly. 

The following days were taken 
up in procuring wood and water, 
whilft the Schooner was careened. 
We likewife cut Some mafb for 
her. 

We could not but particularly 
attend to all the actions of the 
Indians, their manner of living, 
habitations, garments, food, go- 
vernment, laws, language, and 
arms, as alfo their hunting and 
fiflieries. The diftruft indeed 
which we naturally entertained of 
thefe barbarians, made us endea- 
vour 
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vourto get as great an infight into circles of fmall points in the 
all thefe as poflible, yet we never fame manner that common people 
obferved any thing contrary to the in Spain often paint (hips and an* 
raoft perfect friendfhip and confi- chors. 

dence which they feemecU to re- The women cover the tops of 
j)ofe in us, I may add, that their their heads with ail ornament like 
utercourfe with us was not bnly the creft of a helmet, and wear 
kind but affectionate. their hair in two trefles, in which 

Their houfes were fquare, and they (lick many fweet-fmelling 
built with large beams, the roofs herbs. They alfo ufe the fame 
being no higher than the furface rings in their caps (which are of 
of the ground, for the doors to bone) as the men are before de- 
which they make ufe of a circular fcribed to do, and cover their bo- 
hole, juft large enough for their dies with the fame (kins, befi<Je$ 
bodies to pafs through. The which they more decently wear gft 
floors of thefe huts are perfe&ly apron of the fame kind, about- a 
ftnooth and clean, with a fquare foot wide, with forne threads 
hole two feet deep in the centre, formed into a fringe. They like- 
in which they make their fire, wife bind their legs in the fame 
and round which they are conti- manner with the men. 
nuajly warming themfelves, on The underlip of thofe women 
account of the great cold. Such is fwelled out into three fafcias , 
habitations alfo fecure them, when or rifings, two of which iflue from 
not employed out of doors, from the corners of the mouth to the 
the wind and noxious animals. lowed part of the beard, and the 
The men however do not wear third from the higheft point, and 
any covering, except the cold is middle of that point to the lower, 
intenfe, when indeed they put like the others, leaving between 
upon their fhoulders the fkins of eaclta fpace of clear flefh, which 
(ea- wolves, otters, deer, 6r other is much larger in the young 
animals : many of them alfo have than in the older women, whofe 
round their heads fweet-fmelling faces are generally covered with 
herbs. They like wife wear their punctures, fo as to be totally dif- 
hair either difhe veiled over their figured. 

fhoulders, or otherwife tn caf- On their necks they wear vari* 
ttnna. ous fruits, inftead of beads ; fome 

In the flaps of their ears they of thefe ornaments alfo confift of 
have, rings like thofe at the end of the bones of animals, or fhells 
a mufket. from jhe fea-coaft. 

They bind their loins and legs This tribe of Indians is govern- 

S iite down to the ankles, very ed by a ruler, who directs where 
ofely with ftrips of hide or they (hall go both to hunt and fifli 
thread. ( for what the community (lands in 

They paint their face, and need of. We alfo obferved that 
greater part of their body, regu- one of thefe Indians always ex- 
larly either with a black or blue amined carefully the fea-fhore, 
colour. when we went to our fhips on the 

Their arms are covered with clofe of twilight, the occafion of 
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which probably was to take care pofed to wild beafts ; or perhaps 
that all tl%eir people (hould return this might have been done t* 
fafe to their habitations about that avoid the ftench of the deceased} 
time. when putrefa&ion might com* 

It ftiould feem that the autbori- mence. 
ty of this ruler is confined to a We were not able to underftand 

particular village of thefe tiabi* one of their regulations) as they 
tations, together with fuch a dif- permitted our people to enter all 
tri£t of country as may be fup- their houfes, except that of their 
pofed to belong to the inhabitants ruler ; and yet when we kad bro* 
of fuch a communi|y, who fome- ken through this etiquette, we 
times are at war with other vil- could not obferve any thing difc 
lages, againft whom they appear- ferent between thtyalace^ and the 
wto alk our affiftance, making other huts. 

SS 3 ligns for that purpofe. There It was impoflSble for us to un* 
llrb however many other villages derftand their language, for which 
which are friendly to each other, reafon we had no intercourfe bat 
if not to thefe Indians ; for on by figns, and therefore both par* 
pur firft arrival, more than 300 ties often continued in a total ig? 
came down in different parties, norance of each other’s meaning: 
with their women and children, we obferved however that they 
who were not Indeed permitted pronounced our words whhgrqft 
to enter the village of our Indians, eafe. 

Whilft this fort of intercourse^ Their arms are chiefly »row» 
continued between us, we ob-’ pointed with flint, and fome of 
ferved an infant who could fcarce- them with copper or iron, which 
ly be a year old, fhooting arrows we underftood were procured 

from a bow proportioned to his from the N. and one*of them was 

Ji*e and ftrength, and whd hit thus marked Thefe arrows 
one’s hand at two or three yards are carried in quivers of wood or 
diftance, if it was held up for a bone, and hang from their wri$ 
mark. or neck. 

We never obferved that thefe But what they chiefly valut is 
Indians had any idols, or made iron, and particularly knives at 
Sacrifices : but as we found out hoops of old barrels ; they rife 
that they had a plurality of wives, readily barter for bugles ; wfcili 
■or women, at leaft, we inferred, they reje&ed both provifions or 
•tortb good reafon, that they were any article of drefs. They ptc- 
perfeft athiejis . tended however that they fome* 

■ Upon the death of one of thefe tim^s approved the former, inor- 
Indians they raifed a fort of fu- *der to procure our efteem; but 
neral cry, gnd afterwards burned^ foon after they had acoepted aay 
the body within the houfe of their fort of meat, we obferved thal 
ruler ; but from this we could not they fet it afide, as of no value, 
pronounce they were idolators. At la ft indeed they took kindly 
becaufe the cry of lamentation to our bifcuits, and TeaUy tit 
might proceed from aflli&ion, and them. x 

the body might have been burnt, Amongft thefe Indians there 
that the corpfe fhould not be ex- was one who had more familiar 

inter? 
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intercourie with us than all the 
reft} fitting down with us in fight 
of his countrymen. 

They ufed tobacco, which they 
. fmoaked in fmall wooden pipes 
in form of a trumpet, and pro- 
cured from little gardens where 
they had planted it. 

They chiefly hunt deer, cibulos, 
fea-wolves, and otters, nor did we 
obferve that they purfued any 
others. The only birds we met 
with on this part of thecoaft were 
daws, hawks, very fmall paroquets, 
ducks, and gulls ; there were alfo 
fome parrots with red feet, bills, 
and breafts, like lories both in 
their heads and flight. 

The fiflion thafcoaft are chiefly 
fardines, perjerey, and cod; of 
which they only bring home as 
much as will fatisfy the wants of 
tile day. 

. We tried to find if they had 
ever feen other ftrangers, or Ihips, 
than our own, but though we took 
great pains to inform ourfelves on* 
mis head,' we never could perfectly 
comprehend what they faid ; upon 
tho whole wq conceived that we 
were the only foreigners who had 
ever vifited that part of the coaft. 

We likewife endeavoured to 
kfcow from them whether they 
had any mines or precious flones ; 
but in this we were likewife dis- 
appointed. 

What we faw of the country 
leaves us no doubt of its fertility, 
and that it is capable of produc- 
ing all the plants.of Europe. In 
molt of the gullies of the hills 
there are rills of clear and cool 
Water, the fides of which are co- 
vered with herbs (as in the mea- 
dows of Europe) of both agree- 


able verdure and fmell. Amongft 
t hefe w ere Caftilian rofes, fmallage, 
lilies, plantain, thiftles, camo- 
mile, and many others. We like- 
wife found ftrawberries,rafbberies, 
blackberries, fweet onions, and 
potatoes, all of which grew in con- 
fiderable abundance, and particu- 
larly near the rills. Amongftother 
plants we obfervfed one which 
much refembled parfley (though 
not in its fmell), which the In- 
dians bruifed and ate, after mix- 
ing it with onions. 

The hills were covered with 
very large, high and ftrak pines f 
amongft which I obferved fome 
of 120 feet high, and 4 in diame- 
ter towards the bottom. 

All thefe pines are proper for 
mafts and ftiip-huilding. 

The outline of the port is re- 
presented in Chart the fitb, which 
was drawn by D. Bruno Heceta, 
D.Juan Fr. de la Bodega, and my- 
felf. Though the port is there re- 
prefented as open, yet it is to be 
underftood that the harbour is 
well flickered from the S.W. W. 
and N.W. as alto from the N. 
N.E. and E. * 

[This difeovery was made by 
the fchooner on the 9th of June.] 

In the W. part there is a hill 
50 fathoms high, joining to the 
continent on the N. fide, where 
there is another rifing of 20, both 
of which afford protection not 
only from the winds, but the at- 
tack of an enemy. 

At the entrance of the port is a 
fmall ifland of confiderable height, * 
without a fingle plant upon it 5 
and on the fides of the coaft are 
high rocks, which are very con- 
venient for difembarking ; goods 


* Thefe charts, which amount to nine, have never been trajiftnitted to Eng- 

bod. 
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alfo may be (hipped fo near the 
hill, that a ladder may be ufed 
from the land to the veflel ; and 
near the fand are many (mail rocks, 
which fecure the (hip at anchor 
from the S.E. and S.W. 

We compleated our watering 
▼ery early from the number of rills 
which emptied themfelves into 
the harbour; we were likewife 
as foon fupplied with wood. 

We paid great attention to the 
tides, and found them to be as re* 
gular as in Europe. 

W e made repeated obfervations 
with regard to the latitude of this , 
harbour, and found it was exactly 
41 degrees and 7 minutes N. 
whilft we fuppofed the longitude 
to be 19 degrees and 4 minutes 
W. of S. bias. 

We had thus thoroughly invef- 
tigated everything which relates 
to this harbour, except the courfe 
of a river which came from the 
S.W. and which appeared whilft 
we were at the top of the hill. 
We took therefore the boat on the 
1 8th, and found that the mouth 
was wider than is neceftary for the 
difcharge of the water, which is 
loft in the fands on eacli fide, fo 
that we could not even pnter it 
except at full tide. However we 
left our bo^t, and proceeded a 
league into the country, whilft 
the river continued of the fame 
width, viz. 20 feet, apd at)ou$ 
five deep. 

On the banks of this river were 
larger timber trees than we had 
Jbefore feen, and we conceived 
that trklapd-floods the whole plain 
(which was more than a quarter of 
a league broad) muft be frequently 
covered with water, a$ there were 
many places where it continued 
to ftagnate. 

We gave this river the name of 


Pigeons , becaufe at our firftland* 
ing we fawfarge flocks of theft, 
and other birds, fome of which 
bad plead ng notes. 

On the fides of the mountain* 
we found the fame plants and 
fruits, as in the more immediate 
neighbourhood of Trinity-bar* 
bour. 


An Account John LawW jf/Ar 
MtJJiJJipi Scheme, frojcBed by bin 
in 17 17—3 from the private Life 
of Lewis 15 th y tranjlated from 
the French, by J. O, Juftamond. 
F.R.S. 

J OHN Law was a Scotchman, 
thefon of a goldfmith of Edim 
burgh. Never didi manpofTefi, 
Jn fo a perfe£t a degree, the power . 
of calculating and combiningjand 
he cultivated thefe talents, by fob 
lowing the bent of his inclination* 
He applied himfelf to every thing 
that related to banks, lotteries, 
and to the trading companies of 
London ; he ftudied themeansof 
• fupporting them, of animating 
the hopes and confidence of the r 
public, by keeping up their ex* 
pe&ations’, or by increafing theft* 
zeal. He penetrated into the 
inmoft fecrets of thefe matters 5 
and increafed his flock of know* 
ledge dill more, from the new 
company, cftabliihed by Harley 
Earl of Ox ford ^ for paying off 
the national debt. Haying after* 
wards obtained the employmentof 
fecretary to fome agent of the reft* 
dent’s indSolland, he made him* 
felf acquainted upon the fpot with 
the famous bank of Amfterdaln. 
with its capital, its.poduce, its 
refources ; with the demands in- 
dividuals had upon it; with its 
variations, its interest ; with the 
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mode of lowering or railing its 
flock, in order to withdraw the ca- 
pital, that it might be diftributed 
and circulated ; with the order 
that bank obferved in its accounts 
and in its offices ; and even with 
its expenditures and its form of 
adminiftration. By dint of re- 
fle&ing upon the information he 
had acquired, and of combining 
r fo many different ideas, he form- 
ed a fyftem which was admirable 
for its order, and the concatena- 
tion of the various operations 
! which conftituted it; a fyftem 
f founded at leaft as much upon the 
| knowledge of the human heart, 

' as upon the fcifence of numbers ; 

but from which good faith, equi- 
; ty, and humanity, were totally 
baniflied, to make way for perfi- 
; dy, tojuftice, violence, and cruel- 
■ ty. And indeed the author of 
i it was himfelf an unprincipled 
' wretch, bound by no ties of mo- 
‘ ntlity or religion. Having (lain 
j or murdered a man, he was oblige 
ed to fly from Great Britain ; he 
brought away with him another 
man’s wife, with whom he lived 
I many years as if (he had been his 
i own. His avidity was infatiable, 
j and it was to gratify this paflion, 
that all his extenlive combinations 
were made to concur. In that 
exhaufted (late to which the war 
' bad reduced all the European 
1 powers, he forefaw that they 
would necJeflarily endeavour to re- 
eftablifh their finances, and he 
ji conceived greater hopes of fuc- 
j ceeding than ever, by the allure- 
ment of his fyftem, which was 
; calculated to feduce any power 
' that would not fcruple to prefer 

! the fpedieft method of exonerat- 
ing itfelf, to that which was mod 
{ipne#, The pbjeft of his plan, 
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therefore^ was neither trade nor 
the facility of levying taxes with* 
out diminilhing them, nor the re- 
trenchment of expences, nor the 
cultivation of the foil, nor the 
confumption of provifions, nor 
even the circulation of the fpecie. 
He had built up his fyftem with a 
view that a fovereign lhould pajr 
his debts, not only without en- 
croaching upon his profufion or 
his luxury, but alfo by attradfcing 
to himfelf all the gold and filver 
of his fubjefts ; and fuch was to 
be the illufion, that the fubje&$ 
lhould give it up voluntarily ; nay- 
more, lhould be eager to bring it 
in, lhould infill upon its being 
received, lhould confider it as a 
favour to be preferred ; and that 
when they were rouzed from this 
dream, if they lhould find them- 
felves bereft of their property, 
they lhould not be able to lay the 
blame on any thing but their own 
avidity. A project of a molt 
alarming nature to the human 
mind, and which every other man t 
except this daring genius, would 
have rejected as a chimera, if it 
had fuggefted itfelf to him ! 

This fyftem con lifted of a bank, 
the real capital of which was to be 
the revenues of the ftate, and the 
accruing capital, fome unknbwn 
kind of commerce. This benefit 
being calculated to keep pace with 
the imagination in its increafe, 
was to be a wonderful fpur to thofe 
gamefters who wilhed to partake 
of it, by means of (hares, which 
were to be made out fucceffively, 
in proportion to the eagernefs of 
the parties. 

Thefe Ihares, in fa&, which 
were at firft few in number, could 
not fail of riling to an enormous 
price on account of their fcarcity, 

and 
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and thfe rapjdity of the circula- 
tion ; this would not only facili- 
tate, but even nbceflitatt the mak- 
ifig of other fhares, and at an ad- 
vanced premium. 

This new paper, bringing the 
old into discredit, would furnifh an 
excellent mode of diftributing it; 
becaufe the old paper would be 
veceived at par, but always with 
a certain proportion of money. 

In order to engage perfons to 
get rid of this old paper, the va- 
lue of it was to be made uncertain 
by frequent flu&uations ; thus the 
poffeffors of it would be apprehcn- 
five that it might become of no 
value in their hands; wfien it 
ihould be raifed, one would readi- 
ly 'tonvert it into fhares, to fecure 
the advantage; and when it ihould 
be lowered, one would fear that 
it ihould become lower ftill. 

The bank, on the contrary, 
were to make all their payments 
in bills, whofe value being inva- 
riable, would keep up the confi- 
dence in them, and would render 
them more negotiable, and pre- 
ferable to fpecie. 

The discredit brought upon 
money would lower the intereft of 
it, and the prince was to avail 
bimfelf of this seduftion to make 
bis loans, and thus difcharge part 
of his debts without any difburfe- 
soent ; for the individuals, not 
knowing what to do with it, would 
bring it b?ck to him. 

If the individuals wifhed to lay 
out their 'money in more folid ac- 
quifitions, lands, provitions, and 
merchandize would increafe, and 
confequently fo would the receipt 
of the taxes and the cuftoms. 

This phantom of fortune daz- 
zling the eyes of every one, the 
feveral dalles of citizens, in their 
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eagernefs for partaking of k* 
would intereft themfelves in t hi 
keeping up of the bank fb much the 
more ; as a number of individuals 
either more fortunate or more dex- 
terous, neceflarily making enor- 
mous profits, would excite the 
general cupidity, nearly in die 
lame manner as the higheft prize 
in a lottery keeps up the hopes 
of the adventurers, of whom the 
greater part mull neverthelefs be 
lofers. Now, what fort of com* 
petition would there not be in this 
inftance, where every one would 
be certain of winning, by increat 
ing the dividends a propos ? 

Let this illufion be kept up 
only for a few years, and the fo* 
vereign will have paid off all 
his debts, and Will have drawn 
into his coffer^, the greateft part 
of the fpecie of his own, and even 
of other kingdoms. 

Such were the axioms and the 
corollaries of Law’s fyftem: an 
infernal theory, deduced certain- 
ly from fads, and which he had 
never ventured to confider cooHy 
in all its horror : let us fay more* 
a theory that was not even to be 
conceived; but the regent and 
he, hurried away, in fpite of 
themfelves by the rapid motion 
of this political machine, were 
obliged to yield to its impulfe, dll 
it broke to pieces by its own ef% 
forts. 

However this may be, the aw* 
thor of this plan, whether more or 
lefs digefted with refped to its 
confequences, perceiving that it 
could not be carried intb execution 
in any ftate except where the 
fovereign enjoyed a bfolute autho- 
rity, confidered France as the 
kingdom moft fit for his defign. 
Befides, he knew the people; that 

they 
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they were fond of novelty, that to give this bank a credit, which * 
they adopted it without confider- was to be anfwerable to the mor* 
ation, and gave themfelves up to extend ve undertakings it was to , 
it with a kind of frenzy. It has embrace, a decree.of council was 
been aflerted, that he firft pro- iflued, which ordered all thofe 
pofed his fyftem to JLewis XIV. who had the management of th£ 
who, notwithftanding his being royal treafure, to receive and 
ia want of fuch a fcheme, upon even to discharge the bills without 
the bare expofition of it, rejected difeount. By this decree, full of 
it with a kind of abhorrence, artifice, under the appearance of 
The author was not difconcerted, fimplicity, the bank was made the 
but produced it again to jhe repofitory of all the revenues of 
Duke of Orleans. That prince, the king. This was the firft ftep 
more determined, more enterpriz- towards that ideal fortune it was 
iag, and certainly lefs ferupu- to make: it immediately fixed the 
lous, confidered it as very ufeful intereft at feven and a half per 
to his views $ he was moreover cent. 

, prefled by circumftances ; he wifh- Some time after, a trading cohit 
ed to avail himfelf of the fhort pany was created, under the title 
time he had to govern, to remedy of the Weftern or Mijfijjipi Compa - 
the eyils of the (late, which re- tty. Its object was the planting 
quired a neceflary trifis. He and culture of the French colo- 
thfcrefore adopted this fyftem ; he nies of North America. The 
would not allow himfelf to think king gave to this company all the 
of the violent convulfion into lands of Louifiana, and permitted 
which he was going to throw the French, as well as foreigners, to be 
ftate, and flattered himfelf, that concerned in it, by taking (hares 
his genius would be able to put a of it, part of the value of which 
flop to its effefts, whenever they might be furnillied in bills of 
ftiould become too fatal. Never- ftate, which loft from fifty to fix- 
theiefs, as he was not the abfolute ty per cent upon the fpot. How 
matter, and that he was obliged was it poflible to refill fuch a 
to ad with a great deal of cau- bait, more efpecially as the comw 
tkm, he adopted it only (lowly, try was reprefen ted as a Peru* 
and by degrees. more fertile in gold than that of 

At firft he contented himfelf the Spaniards ! Even the parlia* 
with permitting Law to eftablifh ment was taken in, and made no 
a bank, in order to accuftom the fcruple of regiftering. They yet 
people by degrees to fuch a title, faw nothing in this, hut what 
and to fuch an eftabliftiment. It might be uleful to the ftate. 
was prefented under an appear- In 171S the bank made fm> 
ance of public utility, and it ther advances. It was announced 
would really have been attended under the title of Bank Royal, by 
with vety great advantages, if it a declaration of his majefty, which 
had been confined to the func- fignified, that the king had reitn- 
tions fpecified in the edi& which burfed in money the capitals of 
ftt it on foot. thofe per Tons who had (hares in 

The year following, in order the bank, which they had only 

paid 
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. paid in bills of ftate, and that a myfterious agent was wanted 
thefe capitals had been converted without a title, and yet capable 
into fhares of the weftern com- of inlinuation, and of fulfilling 
pany ; and in a word, that the the delicate commiffion he was to 
king was become foie proprietor be charged with. The Prince of 
of all the fhares of the bank. Mr. Conti thought he had found in 
Law was appointed director to it, Mademoifelle d’Eon all the ne- 
under the authority of his majefty cefiary qualifications, and pro- 
and the orders of the regent. pofed her to Lewis XV. who was 

fond of fuchmyfteries. Hereadi- 

— ly accepted the female negocia- 

A* Account of the Chevalier d’Eon. * or > w ^° upon her approach to 
From the fame. Peterlbourg, adorned the drefe of 

her real fex, and fucceeded fo wdl 

T HIS Chevalier d’Eon, who in her bufiuefs, that his majefty 
has fince been transformed was pleafed to fend her a fecoud 
into a woman, and who probably time into Ruffia, with the Che. 
partakes of both fexes, deferve’s valier Douglas. She had theq 
to be more particularly known, refumed her manly drefs, and 
She relates her hiftory in the fol- went through this fecond charac- 
lowing manner:— Born at Ton- ter with flill more finefle, fince 
nerre, Mademoifelle d’Eon, a lady it is affirmed, that lhe was not 
according to her own confeffion, even difcovered by the emprefs. 
was in the tendereft age endowed The aim of her negotiations was, 
with a prudence capable of fe- to determine Ruffia to form an ah 
conding the political views of her liance with the Courts of Vienna 
parents, who made her pafs for a and Verfailles, rather than with 
boy, She was fent to Paris, and Pruffia. When the treaty was 
placed at the College Mazarin, figned, Mademoifelle d’Eon was 
where we may conceive ho w much commiffioned to carry the news to 
difguft, labour, and fatigue, ffie the king. She broke herteg upon 
muft have experienced, to go the road. This accident, ho*, 
through the feveral : exercifes of ever, did not flop her, and fbe 
• body and mind, without betray- arrived at Verfailles fix-and-thiity 
Sag the fecrets of her lex, which hours before the courier who had 
was pever fufperfted. Totheftudy been difpatched from Vienna at 
of the belles lettres, fucceeded the inftant of her departure. The 
that of the laws. She was receiv- king, delighted, ordered his fufr 
ed Doftor in v,ivil, then in Canon geon to take particular care of 
Law, and afterwards counfellor. Mademoifelle d’Eou, and gave 
Already known by feveral works, her a lieutenancy of dragoon^ 
llie had an opportunity of intro- which lhe defired. Shefervedia 
ducing herfelf to the Prince of the laft campaigns, then re-en- 
Conti, who honoured her family tered the career of politics, and 
with a particular proteftion. Ruf- wasfentfecretaryof anembaflyto 
lia was then at variance with London, where (he made herfelf 
France; it was an important mat- fo agreeable to that court, that 
ter to reconcile thefe two courts : his Britannic majefty, contrary to 

cuftom^ 
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Cuftom, chofe her to carry to Ver- of their a&ions, and the fplendour 
failles, and to the Duke of Bed- of their principles, kindle the 
ford his ambaflador at Paris, the moft noble paffions in our minds ; 
ratification of the treaty of peace and, when we come to be men. 
Concluded between the two na- the nature of our government feeds 
tions. It was upon this occafion, this flame, and we glow with a 
that the king gave her the crofs certain internal ardour, which 
of Saint Louis. He had already occafionally breaks out into ac- 
bellowed two penfions upon her. tion, and which is neither known 
It muft indeed be acknowledged, nor comprehended but in the 
that fee is the moft extraordinary dominions of Britain, 
perfon of the age. We have fe- I do juftice here to my coun- 
veral times feen women metamor- try; and my foul feels happy, 
phofed into men, and doing their that I am able to give her, with 
duty in the war; but we have feen truth, a fuperiority over the uni- 
no one who has united fo many verfe in genius and magnanimity, 
military, political, and literary But if from this I fhalLbe under- 
talents. flood to think meanly of the 

French, becaufe they are the 
rivals and enemies of this nation. 
Char after of the French. From ft would indeed be to mi (interpret 
Sherlock y s Lettdrs. me much. Though I do not 

think that people equal to this m 
M A Frenchman/* fays the Earl greatnefs , I think them a very 
JX . of Chefterfield, “ who, great people. And if the Englifh 
with a fund of learning, virtue, are fuperior to the French in all 
and good fenfe, has the manners the more elevated qualities which 
and good-breeding of his country, dignify and ennoble humanity; 
is the perfection of human na- fo the French furpafs the Englifh 
ture.” I am not an enemy to in all the milder and gentler vir* 
the French ; but I do not think tues, which grace and adorn it. 
this aflertion true. In my opinion, In England the French have 
the following would have been few friends. But thev have one ; 
jufter : An Englijbman , who joins and that one am I. They could 
manners and good-breeding to the not, I acknowledge, have a fee- 
Jokdity , energy, and greatnefs of bier advocate ; but while I have a 
mind) which ebarafterisoehis country, tongue to fpeak, or a pen to 
ts the peifeftion of human nature . I write, wherever I go I’ll do them 
do not mean to compliment. But juftice. 

fentiments and aCfions are upon a Let every man who blows that 
more elevated fcale here than can nation fpeak of it as he found it; 
be found in any other nation in if he lived in their intimacy for 
the world. There are no effedls years (as I did), and if lie found 
without caufes ; and the caufes of them ill-natured, ill-mannered, 
this are very obvious. We pafs treacherous, and cowardly, let 
our youth with the Greeks and him fpeak his mind. I quarrel 
Romans. Their great examples with no man who judges for him* 
Expand our fouls; the brightnefs felf, and who fpeaks the truth. 

^ JL*t 
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But let the indulgence I grant, be 
granted to me again ; and let me 
ne permitted to tell the world, that, 
Bowever other men may have 
found them, I found them good- 
humoured, good-natured, brave, 
polifhed, frank and friendly. 

They 'were my friends, faithful and juft to 
me ; 

But Brutus fays they are perfidious ; 

And Brutus is an honourable man. 

I fpeaknot to difprove what Brutus fpoke; 
But here I am to jpqtk •whet I do know,, 

I found them all animated with 
a defire to pleafe, and always rea- 
dy to do me every fervice in their 
power. I owe them a thoufand 
obligations. I had faults ; they 
corrected them : I wanted know- 
ledge ; they informed me : I was 
rough ; they foftened me : I was 
fick ; they vifited 'me : - 1 was 
vain ; they flattered me : I had 
need of counfel ; they gave me 
the beft advice : every man -has 
need of agreeable company, and 
every man may be fure to find it 
in France. 

I could be lavilh in praife of 
this nation; but I am forry to 
fay, that too many people here 
.have prejudices againft them, as 
ridiculous as they are ill-founded. 
They defpife the French as if they 
were beings without either fenfe 
or fentiment ; though their writ- 
ings and actions fliew they are full 
of both. Becaufe two flares have 
different interefls, is that a reafon 
that every individual belonging to 
thofe ftates {hould promote, to the 
utmoft of his abilities, the intereft 
and glory of the country to which 
Tie belongs ? It certainfy is. And 
therefore , every Frenchman has the 
fame merit in labouring with all 
his might for the deftrudtion of 


the Britifh fleet, that every Bag* 
lifhman has in exerting all ib 
powers to annihilate the navy of 
France. If a blaft of my breath 
cculd fend all the fhips {he has to 
the bottom pf the fea— Puff-*- 
They were funk, before you could 
finifh this period. But is it a rea- 
fon I {hould hate or defpife the 
French, becaufe I am naturally 
and neceflarily the, enemy of 
France ? 

The beft way I think tp judge 
this matter is to take two other 
rival nations $ Auftria and Prut 
fia; Athens and Sparta. Here 
you are difpaffionate ; your judg- 
ment will be juft. Do you think 
it the duty of a liberal-minded 
Pruffian to defpife an Auftrfan? 
Or, {hould a well-born Athenwi 
deteft a Lacedaemonian, became 
he is equally animated by the fame 
noble flame that warms himfelf, 
the love of his country ? The na- 
tipn whiph is able to rivalanotber* 
proves herfelf worthy the hdmirft- 
tion of that nation even by herri- 
vality ; and had I no other reafon 
jto confider the French as a great 
people, befide their being awe to 
contend with England, that proof 
for me would be lufficient. 

But the French are perfidious 
in politics . I deny that they cap 
be perfidious with the Eoglifli. 
They may be treacherous, fof 
aught I know, with the Auilriasp 
and the Spaniards. There they 
profefs friendftiip, They are 
the fame religion, frequently in- 
termarry, and have {request al- 
liances. With England, Frans* 
has no connection. She may over- 
reach her in politics ; but flit ne- 
ver can deceive her by perfidy ? 
becaufe (lie is her uniform enemy- 
There is not an infant that does 

not 
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not know that France ever was, fay fbmething about fo confider* 
and ever, will be, the enemy of able a partofit, the fubjeCt mult 
Ingland. The making a peace appear mutilated and imperfect, 
is not making a friendship ; and As brevity is the foul of wit, £ 
the French will not be more the jtyll be brief; and I fhali only 
friends of England when this touch on the principal points ia 
peace is made, than they were which the women of France dif- 
nve years before the war began ; Fer from thofe of other countries, 
or than they arc now. The riva- When a French lady comes lata 
lity between the two nations will a room, the firft thing that ftrikes 
laft while the nations laft. They you is, that fhe walks better, 
are littora liittribus contrariety op- holds herfelf better, has her head 
polite in every thing. It is the and feet better drefTed, her cloathg 
doty of France to deprefs Eng- better fancied, and better put on, 
land as much as fhe can. It is than any woman you have evec 
the duty of England to keep down feen. 

France as much as Is in her power. When fhe talks fhe is the art of 
It is the duty of both to do juftice pleafing ptrfonified. Her eyes, 
to the other. This juftice the heflips, her words, hergeftures, 
French do render the Englifh. I are all prepoflefling. .Her Ian- 
am forry I cannot fay the Englifh guage is the language of amiable^ 
do the fame by them. Every nefs ; her accents are the accent* 
clafs of men in France praife the of grace. She embellifhes a triflq; 
people of this country : fome, the fhe interefts upon a nothing ; fhe 
lolidity of their underflanding, foftens a contradiction ; fhe takes 
and the extent of their genius; off the infipidnefsqf a compliment 
others, the energy and vigour of by turning it elegantly ; and, when 
their character; many, their mag- fhe has a mind, fhe fliarpens and 
nanimity and benevolence; and polifhes the point of an epigram 
all, their courage and good faith, better than all the women in the 
While here — butlblufh fornum- world. » 
bers, and am afhamed to finifli my Her eyes fparkle with fpirit ; 
period. the moft delightful Tallies flafh from 

her fancy; in telling a ftory, fhe 
— j s j n j m j ta ble ; the motions of her 

Cbara8cr of the French Ladies b°dy> and the accents^ of her 
compared with that of the Eng- tongue, are equally genteel and 
Kfh. From the fame. eafy ; an equable flow of foftened 

fprightlinels keeps her conftantlv 

W OMEN area fubjeCt upon good-humoured andchearful: and 
which fo much has been the only objeCts of her life are to 
faid and written by fo many men pleafe, and to be pleafed. 
pf abilities, that it is not eafy to Her vivacity may ,/omeiintes ap- 
itnagine a new light to (hew them proach to folly ; but perhaps it is 
in ; or to place them in an atti- not in her moments of folly fhe 
tude, in which they have not is leaft interefting and agreeable, 
been already placed. But, talk- Engiith women have many points 
ing of a nation, if one did not of fuperiority over the French ; 

the 
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the French are fuperior to them 
in many others. I have men- 
tioned .fame of thefe points in 
other places. Here I mall only 
fay, there is a particular idea in 
which no woman in the world can 
compare with a French-woman ; 
it is in the power of intelleftuat 
irritation . She will draw wit out 
of a fool. She (trikes with fuch 
addrefs the cords of felf-love, that 
fhe' gives unexpected vigour and 
agility to fancy; and electrifies 
a body that appeared non- elec* 
trie. 

I have mentioned here the 
women of England ; and I have 
done wrong. I did not intend it 
when I began the letter. They 
cantfe into my mind as the only 
women in the world worthy of be- 
ing compared with thofe of France. 
To fettle the refpeCtive claims of 
the fair fex in thofe* two countries, 
requires an abler pen than mine. 
I (hall not dare to examine it 
even in a fingle point! ; nor pre- 
fume to determine whether, in the 
important article of beauty, form 
and colour are to be preferred to 
exprefiion and grace, or whether 
grace and eipreffion are to be con- 
lidered as preferable to complexion 
and fliape. I (hall not examine 
whether the piquant of France is 
to be thought fuperior to the touch* 
ant of England ; or whether deep 
fen Ability deferves to be preferred 
to animation and wit. So im- 
portant a fubjeCt requires a vo- 
lume. I (hall only venture to give 
a trait. If a goddefs could be 
fuppofed to be formed, compound- 
ed of Juno and Minerva, that 
goddefs would be the emblem of 
the women of this country. Ve- 
nus, as die is, with all her amia- 
blenelfcs and imperfections, may 


(land juftly enough for an et ft-* 
blem of French women. I hav^ 
decided the quediOri without in- 
tending it ; for I have given the 
preference to the women of Eng- 
land, V 

One point I had forgotten ; and 
it is a material one. It is not to 
be difputed on ; for what I ani 
going to write is the opinion and 
fentiment of the univerfe. The 
Englifli women are the bed wives 
unaer heaven — and fhame be on 
(he men who make them bad 
hufbands ! 


Cbar after of the Italians. Front 
the fame . 

M EDIOCRITY is rare here# 
every thing is in extremes. 
No where is fo fine mufic to be 
heard; no where (except at the 
opera of Paris) are the ears fa 
cruelly tortured : the eyes are 
charmed and tormented alternate-* 
ly by the mod foperb and mod 
aetedable pictures and datnefc 
No citizens ; an exceffive luxury 
amongd individuals ; and the peo- 
ple in the mod abjeCt mileiVi 
It is the fame in regard to reft* 
gion ; you will fee nothing but ^ 
blind fuperdition or determined 
atheids. But of all the extreme! 
the mod driking are thofe which 
are obferved in the character of 
the nation. The Italian, in ge- 
neral, is exceedingly good, <Mf 
wicked to a degree. T^iere are 
excellent hearts in this country# 
but, like the great pictures, they 
are fcarce. Men are bora thefO 
with drong palfions, and, nbt re* 
ceiving any education, it is not 
aftonidiing that they often commit 
great crimes. Under a cold ex- 
terior 
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teriorthey conceal burning hearts; 
and their exterior is cold only to 
conceal their hearts. Love, jea- 
loufy, and revenge are their ruling 
paffions ; as they think only of the 
fenfual part of love, and know 
well the conftitutions of their 
women, and the wiles of their 
rivals, their jealoufy is always 
awake, and their revenge is im- 
placable. 

As to underftanding, it is near- 
ly the fame ; men of talents form 
the large clafs ; there are few 
fools; and middling men are very 
rare. 46 Why then, you will afk, 
do thefe men produce nothing ex- 
cellent ?** Becaufe they have un- 
governed imaginations, and no 
philofophy ; and becaufe good 
tafte has not yet penetrated into 
their country. And why has not 
good tafte entered Italy ? Becaufe 
Italy has heither a London nor a 
Paris ; and becaufe (he never had 
a Lewis the fourteenth. 7 . 

Travellers are often miftaken 
in judging of the Italian, efpecially 
the Neapolitan. They think he 
has no fenfe, becaufe he wants 
ideas. A man can have but few 
ideas when he has never been out 
of his own country, and when he 
has read nothings but examine 
th t Neapolitan on all the fubjeCts 
with which he is acquainted, and 
you will fee whether he wants na- 
tural capacity. He refembles the 
foil of his own country : a field 
well rilled in Naples produces the 
jnoft plentiful crops ; negleCted, 
it yields but briars and thirties. 

It is the fame with the genius of 
the inhabitants : cultivated, it is 
capable of every thing ; untilled, 
it produces only folly and 
vice. 

Vo l. XXIV. 
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SJ.etch of the Life and Character of 
the famous Pott Lope de Vega ; 
from a Book entitled 44 Letters 
from oj$ Englifti Traveller in 
Spain, tsc.” 

Madrid, Auguft 15, 1778. 

T HOUGH [ perfectly agree 
with you in opinion relating 
to our immortal Shakefpearfe, yet 
I cannot refrain from doing that 
juftice to his contemporary Lope 
de Vega which his moft extraordi- 
nary talents deferve; I (hall there- 
fore attempt to give you the cha- 
racter of this great poet, which is 
no eafy talk when his amazing 
abilities are confidered ; however, 

I (hall venture to proceed, as-this 
will be the laft letter 1 (hall write 
to you from hence. 

Lope Felix de Vega Carpio, 
born the 25th of November 1 562, 
was the fon of Felix Vega de Car- 
pio, a gentleman of Madrid, who 
had the reputation of being a very* 
good poet, a turn which he ob- 
ferved with rapture in his child 
from its infancy, and which the 
fond parent cheriftied with the 
greateft delight. At five years of 
age young Lope could read Spa- 
nifh and Latin tluently, and even 
make verfes, which he exchanged 
with hisfchool-fellows for pictures 
and other trifles. His father, 
charmed with this furprizing dawn 
of genius, fpared no pains to cul- 
tivate a darling plant, that feem- 
ed to encourage the moft flatter- „ 
ing expectations. At the age of 
twelve, Lope was matter of the 
Latin tongue and the art of rhe- 
toric ; could dance and fence with . 
eafe and dexterity, and fing with 
a tolerable tafte.— -Endowed with 
thefe accomplifhments, he became 
D ai* 
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an orphan at his firft entrance whom he foon after loft. Incan* 
into the world, with every prtflure folable attHefe repeated affli&ions, 
of diftrefs, and was taken into the he entered into the ecclefiaftic 
ferv ce of the bifhop of Avila, in ftate, was ordained a prieft, and 
whofe praife he wrote feveral pn- appointed head chaplain toacon- 
(lorals, and made his firft drama gregation of pr lefts at Madrid| 
tic effay, with a comedy entitled though he ftill courted the mufes, 
La Paftoral de Jacinto. He foon making this the chief relaxation 
after quitted his patron, went to that foftened his forrows He 
the univerfity of Alcala, where he was now in the zenih of his poetic 
ftudied pl.ilofophy, and took a glory, and his reputation became 
degree, then returned to Madrid, fo univerfal, that Pope Urban the 
and became fecretary to the duke eighth fent him the degree of doc* 
of Alva, who entrufted him with tor in divinity, and the crofsof 
his n oft weighty concerns. En- the order of Malta, added to a 
couraged by his new Mecaenas, lucrati\e poft in the apoftolic ex- 
he again tuned his lyre, and fung chequer, which Lope held to hit 1 
his praife in a poem entitled Ar- dea h which happened in his 
cadia. About this time he mar- feventy-third year, to the great 
ried Dona Ifabtlla de Urbina, a regret of the court, and every 
lady of fafliion, on account of learned man in the kingdom. The 
whofe gallantries he foon after duke of Sefa, who was his patron 
fought a dud, and having griev aod txecutor, caufed him co be 
oufly wopndid his antagonist, fkd interred at his own expence, with 
to Valencia, where he lived fome fuch pomp and magnificence as 
years; after which he letuined had never been feen before fora 
again to IViadrid, where lofing private perfon ; the duke invited 
his wife, he felt himfelf animated all the grariftees of the kingdom, 
with a military ardour, and re- who attended in perfon, in token 
paired to Cadiz to emba k on of their concern at the lofs of io 
board the g.eat armada, fitting diftinguiflied a character. The 
out by Philip the fecond, againft funeral obloquies lafted threeday^ 
Queen Eliz beih. In this fleet all the clergy of the king’s chapd 
he failed for Lifbon in company aflitted, three bifbops officiated 
with his brother, a lieutenant in pontifically, and three of the mot 
the Spanifli navy who loft his life eloquent ora orsexertedtherofelvtfi 
in that expedition. Ourpoerhad in praife of the decea fed, adding 
his fhere of the misfortunes of that new laurels to the fame of Lopedl 
jdifappointtd fleet, and appeared Vega, with whom, when living* 
at Madrid wi hout a Angle friend, many princes gloried in beingac* 
became fecretary to the marquis quainted. Pop# Ur ban wrote him' 
of Malpica, and afterwards to the a letter in anlwer to a dedication 
count of Lemos. Though his of his poem in favour of Mary^ 
firft mai riage was jfo unfucrefsfwl, queen of Scots, entitled Corq*s 
he was in hopes of’ cing more for- tragica de Maria Stuatdo. Cardi* 
funate in that liate with Dona nai Barba/ini held a very intimate 
Juana de Guardia, a lady of rank, coi refpondence with him, as did 

many 
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many other cardinals and noble- 
men, who courted his friendfhip. 
When he walked in the ftreets, he 
was gazed upon and followed as a 
prodigy; he was, moreover, load- 
ed with prefents, and by the rapid 
fale of his numerous works, foon 
amafled a confiderable fortune, 
and acquired a capital of 1 50,000 
ducats, befiJes his annual income 
of fifteen hundred ducats, arifing 
out of his benefices and employ- 
ments; fo great was the fertility 
of his genius, the amazing readi- 
nefs of his wit and rapidity of 
thought, added to his animated 
expreflion, that perhaps there ne- 
ver was a poet in the world, either 
ancient or modern, that could be 
compared to him,-— His Jyriccom- 
pofitions and fugitive pieces, with 
nis profe eflays, form a cohesion 
of fifty volufnes, befides his dra- 
matic works, which make twenty- 
fix volumes more ; exclufive of 
four hundred fcriptural dramatic 
pieces, called in Spain Autos Sa- 
trawentales , all which were fuc- 
ceffively brought on the ftage ; 
and what is {till more extraordi- 
nary, fpeaking of his printed 
works, in one of his paftorals to 
Claudio, he fays, they form the 
leaft pare of what {till remained in 
his clofet._ It appears from his 
own authority, that he ufed con- 
{tantly to write five {heets a day, 
which muhip.ied by the days of 
his Life, would make 133,225 
{beets ; then reckoning the num- 
ber of verfes correfponding to each 
lheet, it will appear that, exclu- 
sive of profe, he wrote 2 1,3 16,000 
verfes, an unheard of exertion 
and facility of verfification ! Our 
author poiTefiing an inexhaultible 
fund, which, like the fire of Vefu- 
V 4 is, continually affordednew mat- 
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ter, and blazed out incefftntly. 
So extraordinary was the rapidity 
of his genius, he would often finifli 
a play in twenty-four hours, and 
fome comedies in lefs than five 
hours, with as much corre&nefs 
and elegance in his verfe, as the 
moft laboured pieces of other 
writers of his time. Such was the 
contemporary of Sir Philip Sidney, 
Shakefpeare, and Spenfer; in his 
Lauiel de Apollo he has celebrated 
all the good poets of his time, but 
none were more univerfally praifed 
from all parts than himfelf ; his 
furprifing faculties were fuch, that 
in his dramatic pieces he broke 
through all ‘rules of art, yet fuch 
was his fuccefs, that he was con- 
ftantly the favourite of the public, 
and drew perpetual burfts of ap- 
plaufe. — It was not hi6 fault if his 
fucceflbrs had not his talents to 
conceal their defeats, and only 
imitated his imperfections, render- 
ing the Spa nidi drama in Import- 
able when deprived of the beauties 
of Lope : this was forefeen by 
Cervantes, who reproaches our 
poet with deftroying the rules 
of the drama, as laid down by the 
ancients, in order to court popu- ' 
lar applaufe ; to obtain which he 
loft fight of every idea of nature 
or good tafte, adding, that the 
probability of fable dwindled in 
his hands., and was wafted away 
by the enchanting magic of verfe ; 
all unity of time and place was 
annihilated ; his heroes came out 
of their cradles, and wandered 
from eaft or weft a , lovers or com- 
batants, put on the cowl of monks, 
died in cloifters, and worked mi- 
racles on the ftage. The feene is 
tranfported from Italy to Flanders, 
and as eafily ftiifred from Valencia 
to Mexico, footmen difeourfe 
D 2 like 
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like courtiers, princes like bullies, 
and ladies like chambermaids. The 
a&ors appear in legions, often 
feventy at a time; and clofe with 
numerous proceifions, which are 
ilili kept up with us, as well as 
opening graves, and burying the 
dead, performing the moft awful 
rites of mortality by way of amufe- 
ment, which for my part I muft 
own makes my heart recoil at the 
difmol fight; nor can the moft 
Captivating language of Shake- 
fpeare overcome my feelings at 
* this glaring indecorum. 

So fenfible was Lope of the 
wildnefs of his imagination, and 
how wantonly he fported with the 
confidence of the public, that 
fpeaking of himfelf, he acknow- 
ledges his fault in the foil wing 
words : 

Mas ninguno <de todos Ilamar puedo 
Mas barbaro que yo, pues contra el arte 
, Me atrevo a dar preceptos, y me dexo 
Llevar de la vuljir corriente, ;i d ;nde 
Me llaman ignorante, Italia y Francia. 

And again, 

Y eferivo por el arte, que inventaron 
Los que cl vulgar aplaufo pretcndicron 


Porque como los paga el vulgo, es Juft? 

Hablarle en nedo, para darle gufto, * 

That is, “ that he was fenfible of 
the reproaches Italy and France 
would make him for breaking 
through all rules to pleafe the ig. 
norant public, but fince it was 
they that pai^ for it, they had a 
right to be plcafed in their own 

have now given you both fides 
of the queftion, refpe&ing this 
great man ; were I to fpeak to 
you of his perfonal virtues, they 
are yet fuperior to his literary 
talents. His benevolence and 
charity towards the indigent and 
diftrefled was fo great, that he al- 
ways extended his hand to the 
needy, infomuch that, notwith- 
(landing his confiderable fortune 
and income, not more than fix 
thoufand ducats were found at his 
death — O illuftrious bard, if an 
Englifhman is not capa hie of do- 
ing jullice to thy poetical num- 
bers, and the harmony of thy 
verfe, accept at leaft of this tribute 
to the goodnefs of thy heart ! 
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Natural Hiftory and Defer ipt ion of 
the Tygtr Cat of the Cape of 
Good Hope, by J*hn Reinhold 
Forfter. LL.D. F.R. and A . S. 
from Pol. 7 1 } of the Philofophi- 
cal Tranfa&ions. 

TTlEWtribes of quadrupeds have^ 
X/ in Africa more reprefenta- 
tives of their different fpecies than 
that of the cat. The genus of an- 
telopes may perhaps be excepted, 
fince, to my knowledge, about 
twenty different ghazels and ante- 
lopes are to be met w ith in A frica ; 
but no more than about eight or 
nine of the cat tribe have hitherto 
beendifeovered on that continent. 
However, I know about twenty- 
one different fpecies of this great 
clafs ; and, I fuppofe, thefe by no 
means exfoauft this numerous tribe. 

The greater and more numerous 
the different genera of animals are, 
the more difficult it muft be to the 
natural hiftorian properly to ar- 
range the whdle of fuch an exren- 
five divifion of animals, efpecially 
if they are not equally well known. 
To form new genera, in order to 
difpofe and arrange them under, 
is a remedy which increafes the 
evil inftead of curing it. The beft 
method, therefore which can be 
deyifed, is to make great divifions 
in each genus, comprehending 
thofe fpecies which, on account 


of fome common relation or cha- 
racter have a great affinity to one 
another* The genus of cat, to 
which the animal belongs we arc 
going to fpeak of more at large, 
offers three very eafy and natural 
fubdivilions. The firft compre- 
hends animals related to the cat 
tribe, with long hair or manes on 
their necks ; fecondly, fuch as 
have remarkably long tails with- 
out any marks of a mane on their 
necks; laftly, fuch as have zubrufti 
of hair on the tips of their eats, 
and fhorter tails than the fecond 
fubdivifion. The firft might be 
called in Latin FeUs jubata ; 
the fecund fubdivifion fliould be 
named JElure:\ and the third and 
laft, Lynces. To the firft fubdi- 
vifion the lion and the hunting 
leopard 6r Indian chittah, belong. 
The fecond fubdivifion confifts of 
the tyger, the panther, the leo- 
pard, the ounce, the puma, the 
jaguar -ete, the jaguara, the oce- 
lot, the gingy of Congo, the Ma- 
rakaya, the tyger cat of the Cape 
or the nfufti of Congo, the ; ibe- 
tan tyger-car which I faw at Pe- 
terfburg, the common bufh-cat of 
the Cape; and, laftly, the wild 
cat, and its domeftic varieties.— 
To the third divifion belong the. 
lynx, the caracal, the ferval, the 
bay lynx, and the ghausof Pro- 
feflbr Guide nit edt. * 
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Since it is quite foreign to my 
purpofe to fpeak of thofe fpecies 
which are known already to the 
naturalifts, I confine myfelf to 
that fpecies only which hitherto 
has been imperfectly known to 
naturalifta.* 

The firlt notice we had of, the 
Cape cat is, in my opinion, to be 
met with in Labat’s Relation Hif- 
torique de VEtbiopie occidentals, 
tom. I. p. 177. taken as is fup- 
pofed from Father Carazzi. La bat 
mentions there the ’nfufii, a kind 
of wild cat of the fize of a dog, 
with a coat as much ftrrped and 
varied as that of a tyger. Its ap- 
pearance befpeaks cruelty, and its 
eyes fiercenefs; but it is cowardly, 
and gets its prey only by cunning 
and infidious arts. All thefe cha- 
racters are perfectly applicable to 
the Cape cat, and it feems the 
animal is found in all parts of Afri- 
ca, from Congo to the Cape of 
Good Hope, in an extent of coun- 
try of about eleven degrees of 
latitude. Kolbe, in his Prefent 
State of the Cape of Good Hope y 
vol. II. p. 127. (of the Englifii 
edition) fpeaks of a tyger bufh- 
cat, which he deferibes as the 
largeft of all the wild cats of the 
Cape countries, and is fpotted 
fomething like a tyger. A fkin 
pf this animal was ieen by Mr. 
Pennant in a furrier’s (hop inLon- 
don, who thought it came from 
the Cape of Good Hope; from 
this (kin Mr. Pennant gave the firft 
defeription which could be of any 
utility to a natural hiftorian. All 
the other auttors mention this 
animal in a vague manner. When 
I and my fon touched the fecond 
time at the Cape of Good Hope 
in the year 1775, *** a pi ma l of 
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this fpecies was offered me to 
purchafe ; but I refufed buying 
it becaufe it had a broken leg, 
which made me apprehenfive of 
lofing it by death during the paf- 
fage from the Cape to London. 
It was very gentle and tame. It 
was brought in a bafket to my 
apartment, where I kept it above 
four and twenty hours, which gave 
me the opportunity of describing 
it, and of obferving its manners 
and ceconomy ; as it did to my 
fon that of making a very accurate 
drawing of it. 

After a moil minute examina- 
tion, I found its manners and 
ceconomy perfectly analogous to 
thofe of our domeftic cats. It 
ate frefh raw meat, and was very 
much attached to its feeders and 
benefactors: though it had broke 
the fore-leg by accident, itnever- 
thelefs was very eafy. After it 
had been feveral times fed by me, 
it foon followed me like a tame 
favourite cat. It liked to be 
ftroked and carefied ; it rubbed 
its head and back always agaipft 
the perfon’s clothes who fed it; 
and defired to be. made much of. 
It purred as our domeftic cats do 
when they are pleafed. It had 
been taken when quite young in 
the woods, and was not above 
eight or nine months old; ! can, 
however, pofitively aver, having 
feen many fkins of full-grown 
tyger- cats, that it had already veiy 
nearly, if not quite, attained itt 
full-growih. I was told, that the 
tyger-cats live in mountainous 
and woody traCfs,and that in their 
wild (fate they are very great de- 
ftroyers of hares, rabbits, yerbuas, 
young antelopes, lambkins, and 
of all the feathered tribe. 

Descxifti# 
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Descriptio Felis Capensis. 

Felis cauda fub-elongata, annu- 
lata; corpore fulvo, fupra ma- 
culis virgatis infra orbiculari- 
bus, auriculis nigris, macula 
lunata alba. 

Labat Ethiopic. Occident, 
tom. I. p. 177. 

Tyge - Bojcb katten. Kolbe Cape 
of Good Hope, vol. II. p. 127. 
(Engl, edit.) 

Cape-cat , Pennant Syn. Qnadrnp. 
p. 181. ( ift e<Jit ) 

Corpus magnit udine Felis Cati fyU 
•veftris vel paulo maju. In ge- 
nere fupra colore pallide fulvo, 
fubtus e cinereo albo, maculis 
atris. 

(Pil apice pallide fulvi, bafi albi.) 

Caput Rojlro mag is acuto, quam 
F. Cati, albo ; in labio fupe- 
riore prope angulum ri&us ma- 
cula orbiculata, nigra. Fares 
nudae, atrae. Myftaces plurinm 
ordinum in labio fuperiore et 
fupra oculos validae, albafc et 
fulvae. Cculi figura fere trian- 
guli fphaerici, latere anteriore 
perpendiculari ; Prides flavae. 
Pupilla orbicularis, diurna (nee 
Ut in F. Cato perpendiculari 
rima lemnifeata.) Lingua re- 
trofum aculeata. Dentes acuti 
ut in cogeneribus. 

tinea albida utrinque nafo paral- 
lel, ad interiora oculorum la- 
tera. Line a nigra paullulum 
convergens a cantho anteriore 
oculorum defeendit in nafum; 
alia dua nigra fupra oculos in- 
fra convergentes, inque frontem 
afeendentes; praeterea in capite 
pun ft a et lineola nigra pi u res 
fparfae. 

Auricula amplse, longitudine fere 
capitis, ovatae, fubereftse, intus 
*iilo£r, ochraleucae; extus ni- 
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grac, macula Innate, tranSverfa 
alha Margo exterior facculo 
membranaceo nudo lobato. 
Corpus ovatu'm, elegans. Line d 

atra longitudinals quatuor in 
cervice inter aurium bafesnrfae^ 
in Forfo interrupt* ; S p<nio>a 
l terum obtinent maculae oblon-, 
gae, lineares, obliquae Infeiiota 
httrum maculis rotundis fpai (if. 
Abdomen e cinereo album, ma- 
culis rotundis parvis, ipaifis, 
nigris. 

Pedes omnes fuperne fubfafeiati, 
£xtremitatibus punftts nume- 
rous, nigris confperfi. Ligiti 
quinque feiini. Unguts modici, 
retra&iles, nigri. 

Cauda attingit balin tarfi, annuli* 
cerciter o6to vcl decern nigris 
cin&a. 

MENSURiE. 

Uncix pod AngT. 

Ab apice rbftri ad balin caudae 1 8 
Cauda - - - 8 

Caput longitm , - - 4 

Auriculae margine exteriore 3 
Pedes anteriores a cubito - 7 

Pedes poftici (tarfi icilicet) 4^ 


An Account of the Ganges and 
Burrampooter Livers. By] aines 
Renueli, Efq. FAl.S . commit - 
nicated by Jofeph Banks, Efq t 
P.R. S. from Pol. LXXf. of the 
Pbilofophical Tin n factions. 

T HE Ganges and Burram- 
pooter rivers, together with 
their numerous branenes r.nd ad- 
juncts, interfeft the counrry of 
Bengal in fuch a variety of direc- 
tions, as to form the molt com- 
plete and eafy inland navigation 
that can be conceived. So equally 
and admirably diffufed are thofe 
D 4 natural 
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natural canals, over a country 
that approaches nearly to a perfeft 
plane, that, after excepting the 
lands contiguous to Burdwan, 
Birboom, &c (which all together 
do not conditute a fixth part of 
Bengal) we may fairly pronounce, 
that every other part of the coun- 
try has, even in the dry feafon, 
fome navigable dream within 25 
miles at fartbed, and more com- 
monly within a third part of that 
didance. 

It is fuppofed, that this inland 
navigation gives condant employ- 
ment to 30,000 boatmen. Nor 
will it be wondered at, when it is 
known, that all the fait, and a 
large proportion of the food con- 
fumed by ten millions of people, 
are conveyed by water within the 
kingdom of Bengal and its depen- 
dencies. To thefe mud be added, 
the tranfport of the commercial 
exports and imports, probably to 
the amount of two millions fter- 
iing per annum ; the interchange 
of manufactures and products 
throughout the whole country; 
the fifheries; and the article of 
travelling. 

Thefe rivers, which a late inge- 
nious gentleman aptly termed 
fiders and rivals (he might have 
faid twin fiders, from the conti- 
guity of their fprings), exaCtly re- 
femble each other in length of 
courfe; ih bulk, until they ap- 
proach the i'ea;- in the fmoothnefs 
and colour of their waters; in the 
appearance of their borders and 
iflands ; and, finally, in the 
height to which their floods rife 
with the periodical rains. Of 
the two, the Burrampooter is the 
larged; but the s difference is not 
obvious to the eye. They are 
now well known to derive their 
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fources from the vad mountainsof 
Thibet ; from whence they pro- 
ceed in oppofite directions ; the 
Ganges feeking the plains of Hin- 
doodan (or Indodan) by the wed; 
and the Burrampooter by the 
ead ; both purfuing the early 
part of their courfe through rug- 
ged vallies and defiles, and feldom 
vifiting the habitations of men. 
The Ganges, ' ader wandering 
about 750 miles through thefe 
mountainous, regions, iffues forth 
a deity to the fuperditious, yet 
gladdened, inhabitant of Hin- 
doodan. From Hurdwar (or 
Hurdoar) in latitude 30°, where 
it guihes through an opening in 
the mountains, it flows with a 
fmooth nayigable dream through 
delightful plains during the re- 
mainder of its courfe to the fea 
L which is about 1350 miles) dif- 
iufing plenty immediately by 
means of its Jiving productions; 
and fecondarily by enriching the 
adjacent lands, and affording an 
eafy means of tranfport for the 
productions of its borders. In a 
military view, it opens a commu- 
nication between the different 
pods, and ferves in the capacity 
of a military *way through the 
country ; renders unneceffary the 
forming of magazines; and infi- 
nitely furpaffes the celebrated in- 
land navigation of North Ameri- 
ca, where- the carrying places not 
only obdruCt the progrefs of an 
army, but enable theadverfary to . 
determine his place and mode of 
attack with certainty. 

In its courfe through the plains, 
it receives eleven rivers, fome of 
which are equal to the Rhine, and 
none fmaller than the Thames, 
btfides as many others of lefler 
note. It is owing to this vaftto- 
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flux of dreams, that the Ganges 
exceeds the Nile fogyeatly in point 
of magnitude, whilft the latter 
exceeds it in length of courfe by 
one-third. Indeed the Ganges is 
inferior in this lad refped to many 
of the northern rivers of Afia ; 
though I am inclined to think that 
it difeharges as much or more 
water than any of them, becaufe 
thofe rivera do not lie within the 
limits of the periodical rains. 

The bed of the Ganges is, as 
may be fuppofed, very unequal in 
point of width. From its firft 
arrival in the plains at Hurdwar, 
totheconflux of the Jumnah (the 
firft river of note that joins it) its 
bed is generally from a mile to a 
mile and a quarter wide ; and, 
compared with the latter part of 
its courfe, tolerably ftraight. From 
hepce, downward, its courfe be- 
comes more winding, and its bed 
confequently wider, till, having 
alternately received the waters of 
the Gogra, Soane, and Gunduck, 
befides many fmaller dreams, its 
bed has attained its full width; 
although, during the remaining 
600 miles of its courfe it receives 
many other principal dreams. — 
Within this fpace it is, in the nar- 
rowed parts of its bed, half a mile 
wide, and in the wideft, three 
rail$s; and that, in places where 
no iflands intervene. The dream 
within this bed is always either 
increafingor decreafing, according 
t6 the feafon. When at its low- 
eft (which happens in April) the 
principal channel yaries from 400 
yards to a mile and a quarter ; but 
is commonly about three quarters 
of a mile. 

The Ganges is fordable in fome 
places above the conflux of the 
Jumnah/ but the navigation is 
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never interrupted. Below that, 
the channel is of confiderable 
depth, for the additional dreams 
bring a greater acceffion of depth 
than width. At 500 miles from 
the fea, the channel is thirty feet 
deep when the river is at its low- 
ed; and it continues at lead this 
depth to the fea, where the fudden 
expanflon of the dream deprives 
it of the force neceflary to fweep 
away the bars of fand and mud 
thrown acrofs it by the ftrong 
foutherly winds ; fo that the prin- 
cipal branch of the Ganges can- 
not be entered by large veflete. 

About 220 miles from the fea 
(but 300 reckoning the windings 
of the river) commences the head 
of the Delta of the Ganges, which 
is confiderably more than twice 
the area of that of the Nile. The 
twowedernmod branches, named 
the Coffimbuzar and Jeflinghy 
rivers, unite and form what is af- 
ter wards named the Hoogly River, 
which is the port of Calcutta, and 
the only branch of the Ganges 
that is commonly navigated by 
fhips. The Coflimbuzar River is 
almod dry from Odober to May ; 
and the Jellinghy River (although 
a dream runs in it the whole year) 
is ia fome years unnavigable dur- 
ing two or three of the dryed 
months; fo that the only fubordi- 
nate branch of the Ganges, that 
is at all times navigable, is the 
Chundah River, which feparates 
at Moddapour, and terminates in 
the Hooringorta. 

That part of the Delta border- 
ing on the fea, is compofed of a 
labyrinth of rivers and creeks, all 
of which are fait* except thofe 
that immediately communicate 
with the principal arm of the 
Ganges. This trad, known by 

the 
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the namfc of the Woods, or Sun*- rifon of the velocity of the dreanf 
derbunds, is in extent equal to at the place of experiment with 
the principality of Wales ; and is that in other places, I have no 
fo completely enveloped in woods, reafon to fuppofe, that its general 
and infefted with tygers, that if defeent exceeds it. 
any attempts have ever been made The medium rate of motion of 
to clear it (as is reported) they the Ganges is lefs than three miles 
have hitherto mifcai ried. ts no- an hour in the dry months. In 
onerous canals are ,fo difpofed as to the wet feafon, and during the 
form a complete inland navigation draining off of the waters from the 
throughout and acrols the lower inundated lands, the current run! 
part of the Delta, without either from five to fix miles an hour; 
the delay of going round the head but there are inftances of its ron- 
of it, or the hazard of putting to ning firven, and even eight miles, , 
fea. Here fait, in quantities equal in particular fituations, and under 
to the whole confumption of Ben- certain circumftances. 1 have an 
gal and its dependencies, is made experiment of my own on record, 
and tranfported with equal fncili- in which my boat was carried 56 
ty: and here alfo is found an in- miles in eight hours, and that 
exhauftible ftore of timber for againft fo ftrong a wind, that the 
boat-building. The breadth of boat had evidently no progrdlivt 
the low'er part of this Delta is motion through the water, 
uwards of 180 miles; to which, When w^econfider, that the ve- 

if we add that of the two branches locity of the dream is three miles 
of the river that bound it, we in one feafon and five or more in 
fhall have about 200 miles for the the other, on the fame defeent of 
diftance to which the Ganges ex- four inches per mile; and, that 
pands its branches at its jundlion the motion of the inundation is 
with the fea. only half a mile per hour, on a 

It has been obferved before, that much greater defeent ; no further 
the courfe of this river, from proof is required how fmall the 
Hurdwar to the fea, is through proportion of velocity is, that the 
an uniform plain, or, at lead, defeent communicates It is then, 
what appears fuch to the eye : to the impetus originating at the 
for the declivity is much too fmall fpring head, or at the place where 
to be perceptible. A fed ion of adventitious waters are poured in, 
the ground, parallel to one of its and fuccefiively communicated to 
branches, in length 60 miles, was every part of the dream, that wt 
taken by order of Mr. Hadings ; are principally to attribute * the 
and it was found to have about velocity, which is greater or leflery 
nine inches defeent in each mile, according to the quantity of water 
reckoning in a draight line, and poured in. 
allowance being made for the In common, there is found 00 1 
curvature of the earth. But the onefid-oftheriveranalmoftper- 
windingsoftherit-erwerefo great, pendicular bank, more or left cle- 
ats to reduce the declivity on which yated above the dream, according 
the water ran, to lefs than four to the feafon, and with deep wafer 
inches per mile ; and by a compa- near it 1 and on the oppofite fide a 
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bank, (helving away fo gradually 
as to occafion (hallow water at 
fome diftance from the margin. 
This is more particularly the cafe 
irvthe mod winding parts of the 
river, becaufe the very operation 
of winding produces the deep and 
(helving banks: for the current is 
always ftrongeft on the external 
fide of the curve formed by the 
ferpentine courfe of the river; 
and its ^continual action on the 
banks either undermines them, or 
wafhes them down. In places 
where the current is remarkably 
rapid, or the foil uncommonly 
loofe, fuch tradls of land are fwept 
away in tb,e courfe of one feafon, , 
as would aftonifh thofe who have 
not been eye- witnedes to the mag- 
nitude and force of the mighty 
dreams occafioned by the periodi- 
cal rains of the tropical regions. 
This neceffarily produces a gra- 
dual change in the courfe of the 
river; what is loft on one fide 
being gained on f the other, by the 
mere operation of the ftream ; for 
the fallen pieces of the bank dif- 
folve quickly into muddy fand, 
which is hurried away by the cur- 
rent along the border of the chan- 
nel to the point from whence the 
river turns off to form the next 
reach, where the ftream growing 
weak, it finds a refting place, and 
helps to form a (helving bank, 
which commences at the point, 
and extends downwards, along the 
fide of the fucceeding reach. 

To account for the flacknefs of 
the current at the point, it is ne- 
ceflary to obferve, that the ftrong- 
eft part of it, inftead of turning 
Aort round the point, prefer ves 
for fome time the direction given 
it by the laft fteep bank, and is 
accordingly thrown obliquely 
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acrofs the bed of the river to the 
bay on the oppofite fide, and pur- 
fues its courfe along it, till the in- 
tervention of another point again 
obliges it to change fides. 

In thofe few parts of the river 
that are ftraight, the banks un- 
dergo the Ieaft alteration, as the 
current runs parallel to them; 
but the leaf! inflexion 6f courfe 
has the effect of throwing the cur- 
rent againft the bank ; and if this 
happens in a part where the foil 
is compofed of loofe fand, it pro- 
duces in time a ferpentine wind- 
ing. 

It is evident, that the repeated 
additions made to the (helving 
bank before mentioned, become 
in time an encroachment on the 
channel of the river; and this is 
again counter- balanced by the de- 
predations made on the oppofite 
fteep bank, the fragmentsof which 
either bring about a repetition of 
the circumftances above recited, 
or form a bank or (hallow in the 
midft of the channel. Thus a 
fteep and a (helving bank are al- 
ternately formed in the crooked 
parts of the river (the fteep one 
being the indented fide; and the 
(helving one the projefiing) ; and 
thus, a continual fluctuation of 
courfe is induced in all the wind- 
ing parts of the river; each me- 
ander having a perpetual tenden- 
cy to deviate more and more from 
the line of the general courfe of 
the river, by eating deeper into 
the bays, and at the fame time 
adding to the points, till either 
the oppofite bays meet, or the 
ftream breaks through the narrow 
ifthmus, and reftores a temporary 
ftraightnefs to the channel. 

Several of the windings of the . 
Ganges and its branches are fall 
approach- 
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approaching to this (fate ; and in 
others, it actually exids at prefent. 
The experience of thefe changes 
fhould operate againft attempting 
canals of any length, in the higher 
parts of the country; and I much 
doubt, if any in the lower parts 
would long continue navigable* 
During eleven years of my re- 
fidence in Bengal, the outlet or 
head of the Jellinghy River was 
gradually removed three quarters 
of a mile farther down: and by 
two furveys of a part of the adja- 
cent bank of the Ganges, taken 
about the didance of nine years 
from each other, it appeared that 
the breadth of an Englifh mile 
and a half had been tal^en away. 
This is, however, the mod rapid 
change that I have noticed ; a 
mile in ten or twelve years being 
the ufual rate of encroachment, in 
places where the current ftrikes 
with the greateft force, namely, 
where two adjoining reaches ap- 
proach neared to a right angle. 
In fuch fituations it not unfre- 
qnently excavates gulfs of confi- 
derable length within the bank. 
Thefe gulfs are in the direction of 
the (trongeft parts of the dream ; 
and are, in fa<d, the young Jhoots 
(if I may fo exprefs myfelf) which 
in time ftrike out and become 
branches of the river; for we ge- 
nerally find them atthofe turnings 
that have the fmalled angles. 

Two caufes, widely different 
from each other, occafion ^he me- 
andering courfes of rivers; the 
one, the irregularity of the ground 
through which they run, which 
obliges them to wander in quedof 
a declivity ; the other, the leofe- 
ntfs of the foil, which yields to 
the friction of the border of the 
dream. The meanders in the fird 
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cafe, are, of courfe, as digrefire 
and irregular as the furface they 
are proje&ed on : but, in the lat- 
ter, they are fo far reducible to 
rule, that rivers of unequal bulk 
will, under fimilar circumftances, 
take a circuit to wind in, whofe 
extent is in proportion to their re* 
fpe&ive breadths : for I have ok- 
ferved, that when a branch of the 
Ganges is fallen fo low as to oc- 
cupy only a part of its bed, it no 
longer continues in the line of kt 
old courfe ; but works itfelf a oetr 
channel, which winds from fide 
to fide acrofs the former one. I 
have obferved too, that in flfo 
dreams, of equal Gze, that whkk 
has the flowed current has alio 
the fmalled windings: for as thefe 
(in the prefent cafe) are foklf 
owing to the depredations mam 
on the banks by the force of the 
current ; fo the qxteftt of thefe 
depredations, or, in other words* 
the dimenfions of the windup* 
will be determined by the degree 
of force a&ing on the banks* 

The windings of the Ganges id 
the plains, are, doubtlefs, owiw « 
to the loofenefs of the foil: aiaa 
(J think) the proof of it is, that 
they are perpetually changing; 
which thofe, originally induced 
by an inequality of furface* an 
feldom, or never do. 

I can eafily fuppofe, that if the 
Ganges was turned into a ftraight 
canal, cut through the ground it 
now traverfes in the mod winding 
parts of its courfe, its draigbfoeff 
would be of ftrort duration. Some 
yielding part of the bank, or that 
which happened to be themoi 
drongly adted on, would firft I# 
corroded or diflblved : thusa bay 
or cavity would be formed in the 
fide of the bank. This begets m 
inflexion 
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inflexion of the current, which, 
falling obliquely on the fide of the 
bay, corrodes it inceflantly. When 
the current has .pafied the inner- 
moft part of the bay, it receives a 
new dire&ion, and is thrown ob- 
liquely towards the oppofite fide 
of the canal, depofiting in its way 
the matter excavated from the 
bay, and which begins to form a 
ihallow or bank contiguous to the 
border of the canal. Here then 
is the origin of fuch windings as 
owe their exigence to the nature 
of the foil. The bay, fo corroded, 
in time becomes large enough to 
give a new direction to the body of 
die canal : and the matter exca- 
vated from the bay is fo difpofed 
astoafiift in throwing the current 
againft the oppofite bank, where 
aprocefs fimilar to that I have 
been defcribing, will be begun. 

The a£tion of the current on the 
bank will alfo have the effedt of 
deepening the border of the chan- 
nel near it ; and this again in- 
creafes the velocity of the current 
in that part. Thus would the 
canal gradually take a new form, 
till it became what.the river now 
is. Even when the windings have 
leflened the defcent one half, we 
Hill find the current too powerful 
for the banks to withftand it. 

There are not wanting infiances 
of a total change of courfe in fome 
of the Bengal rivers. The Cofa 
River (equal to the Rhine) once 
ran by Purneah, and joined the 
Ganges oppofite Rajemal.* Its 
jun&ion is now 45 miles higher 
up. Gour, the ancient capital of 
Bengal, ftood on the banks of the 
Ganges. 

Appearances favour very ftrong- 
ly the opinion, that the Ganges 
had its. former bed in the trad now 

1 . . • . 
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occupied by the lakes and mo* 
ra(Tes,betweenNattore and Jaffier- 
gunge, finking out of its prefent 
courfe at Bauleah, and palling by 
Pootyah. With an equal degree 
of probability (favoured by tra- 
dition) we may trace its fuppofed 
courfe by Decca, to a junction 
with the Burrampooter or Megna 
near Fringybazar; where the ac- 
cumulation of two fuch mighty 
fireams probably fcooped out the 
prefent amazing bed of the 
Mtgna. 

In tracing the fea coaft of the 
Delta, we find no lefs than eight 
openings; each of which, without 
hefitation, one pronounces to have 
been in its time the principal 
mouth of the Ganges. Nor is the 
occafional deviation of the prin- 
cipal branch, probably, the only 
caufeof flu&uation in the dimen- 
fions of the Delta. One obferves, 
that the Deltas of capital rivers 
(the trophicai ones particularly) 
encroach upon the fea. Now, is 
not this owing to the mud and 
fand brought down by the rivers, 
and gradually depofited, from the 
remoteft ages down to the prefent 
time ? The rivers, we know, are 
loaded with mud and fand at their 
entrance into the fea ; and we 
alfo know, that the fea recovers 
its tranfparency at the diftance of 
twenty leagues from the coaft ; 
which, can only arife from the 
waters having precipitated their 
earthly particles within that fpace. 
The land and mud banks at this 
time, extend twenty miles off fome 
of the iflands in the mouths of the 
Ganges and Burrampooter ; and 
in many places rife within a few 
feet of the furface. Some future 
generation will probably fee thefe 
banks rife above water, and fuc- 
ceeding 
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reeding ones poffefs and culti- 
vate them! Next to earthquakes, 
perhaps the floods of the tropical 
rivers produce the quickeft alte- 
rations in the face of our globe. 
Extenfi ve iflands are formed in the 
channel of the Ganges, during a 
period far fhort of that of a man’s 
life ; fo that the whole procefs 
lies within the compafs of his ob- 
fervation. Some of thefe iflands, 
four or five miles in extent, are 
formed at the angular turnings of 
the river, and were originally large 
fand banks thrown up round the 
points (in the manner before de- 
feribed), but afterwards infulated 
by breaches of the river. Others 
are formed in the ftraight parts of 
the river, and in the middle of the 
ftream ; and owe their origin to 
fome obftrudion lurking at the 
bottom. Whether this be the 
fragments of the river bank: a 
large tree fwept down from it ; or 
a funken boat $ it is fufficient for 
a foundation : and a heap of fand 
is quickly colleded below it. — 
This accumulates amazingly faff : 
in the courfe of a few years it 
peeps above water, and having now 
ufurped a confiderable portion of 
the channel, the river borrows on 
each fide to fupply the deficiency 
in its bed ; and in fuch parts of 
the river we always find fteep 
banks on both fides. Each peri- 
odical flood brings an addition of 
matter to this growing ifland; in- 
creafing it in height as well as ex- 
tenfion, until its top is perfe&Iy 
on a level with the banks that in- 
clude it : and at that period of its 
growth it has mould enough on 
it for the purpofes of cultivation, 
which is owing to the mud left on 
it when the waters fubfide, and is 
iodeed a part of the ceconomy 
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which nature obferves in fertiliz- 
ing the lands in general. 

Whilfl the river is forming new 
iflands in one part, it is fweeping 
away old ones in other parts. In 
the prog refs of this deftru&ive 
operation, we have opportunities 
of obferving, by means of the fcC* 
tions of the failing bank, the re- 
gular diftribution of the feveral 
ftrata of fand and earths, lying 
above one another in the order in 
which they decreafe in gravity. 
As they can only owe this difpo* 
fition to the agency of the ftream 
that depofited them, it would ap* 
pear, that thefe fubftaneb at 
fufpended at different heights in 
the ftream, according to their re-' 
fpedive gravities. We never find 
a ftratum of earth under one of 
fand ; for the muddy particle 
float neareft the furface. I bin 
counted feven diftind ftrata in a 
fedion of one of thefe iflands. In* 
deed, not only the iflands, but 
moft of the river banks weartjw 
fame appearance : for as the river 
isalways changing its prefent bed> 
and verging towards the fitc of 
fome former on^ now obliterated| 
this muft neceflarily be the cafe. 

As a ftrong preemptive proof 
of the wandering of the Gange# 
from the one fide of the Delta to 
the other, I muft oiifer ve, that 
there is no appearance of virgin 
earth between the Tiperah hills - 
on the eaft, and the province of 
Burdwan on the weft ; nor on the 
north till we arrive at Decca and 
Bauleah. In all the fedionsof 
the numerous creeks and rivershi 
the Delta, nothing appears but 
fand and black mould in regular 
ftrata, till we arrive at the claythat 
forms the lower part of their beds. 
There is not any fubftancefocoarfe 
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is gravel either in 'the Delta or 
nearer the fea than 400 miles, 
where a rocky point, a part of the 
bafe of the neighbouring hills, 
proje&sinto the river : but out of 
the vicinity of the great rivers the 
foil i£ either red, yellow, or of a 
deep brown. 

I come now to the particulars of 
the annual fwelling and overflow- 
ing of the Ganges. 

It appears to owe its increafe as 
much to the rain water that falls 
m the mountains contiguous to its 
lource, and to jhe fouices of the 
great northern rivers that fall into 
it, as to that which falls in the 
plains of Hindooftan ; for it rifes 
fifteen feet and a half out of thirty- 
two (the fum total of its rifing) 
by the latter end of June : and it 
is well Jcnown, that the rainy fea- 
fon does not begin in moft of the 
flat countries till about that time. 
In the mountains it begins early 
in April ; and by the latter end of 
that month, when the rain-water 
has reached Bengal, the rivers 
begin to rife, but by very flow de- 
grees ; for the increafe is only 
about an inch per day for the firft 
fortnight. It then gradually aug- 
ments to two and three inches be- 
fore any quantity, of rain falls in 
the flat countries ; and when the 
rain becomes general, the increafe 
on & medium is five inches per day. 
By the latter end of July all the 
lower parts of Bengal, contiguous 
to the Ganges and Burrampooter, 
are overflowed, and form an inun- 
dation of more than a hundred 
miles in width ; nothing appear- 
ing but villages and trees, except- 
ing very rarely the top of an ele- 
vated lpot (the artificial mound 
of fome deferted village) appe^r- 
iug like an iflaqd. 


The inundations in Bengal dif- 
fer from thofe in Egypt in this 
particular, that the Nile owes its 
floods entirely to the rain-w^ter 
that fills in the mountains near 
its fource ; but the inundations in 
Bengal are as much occafionedby 
the tain that falls there, as by the 
waters of the Ganges ; and as a 
proof of it, the lands in general 
are overflowed to a confiderable 
height long before the bed of the 
river is filled. It mu ft be remark- 
ed, that the ground adjacent to 
tl\e river bank, to the extent of 
fome miles, is confideraoly higher 
than the reft of the country, and 
ferves to fe pa rate the waters of the 
inundation from thofe of the river 
until it overflows. This high 
ground is in fome feafons covered 
a foot or more ; but the height of 
the inundation within, varies, of 
courfe, according to the irregu- 
larities of the ground, and is in 
fome places twelve feet. 

Even when the inundation be- 
comes general, tfle river ftill (hews 
itfelf, as weil by the grafs and 
reeds on its banks, as by its rapid 
and muddy ftream ; for the water 
of the inundation acquires a blark- 
ifl) hue, by having been fo long 
ftagnant among!! grafs and other 
vegetables: nor does it ever lofe 
this tinge, which is a proof of the 
predominancy of the rain water 
over that of the river \ as the flow 
rate of motion of the inundation 
(which does not exceed ha If a mile 
per hour * is of the remarkable 
flatnefs of the country. 

* There are particular trat^s of 
land, which, from the nature of 
their culture, and fpecies of pro- 
ductions, require lefs moitlure 
than others ; and yet, by the low- 
jiefi of their iituation, would re- 
main 


Digitized by Google 



48 ANNUAL R] 

main too long inundated, were 
they not guarded by dikes or 
dams, from fo copious an inun- 
dation as would otherwife happen 
from the great elevation of the 
furface of the river above them. 
Thefe dikes are kept up at an 
enormous ex pence ; and yet do not 
always fucceed, for want of tena- 
city in the foil of which they are 
compofed. 

During the fwoln ftate of the 
' river, the tide totally lofes its effect 
of countera&ine the ftream ; and 
in a great mealure that of ebbing 
and flowing, except very near the 
fea. It is not uncommon for a 
ffrong wind, that blows up the 
river for any continuance, to fwell 
the waters two feet above the or- 
dinary level at that feafon : and 
fuch accidents have occafioned 
the lofs of whole crops of rice. A 
very tragical event happened at 
Luckipour in 1 763, by a ftrong 
gale of wind confpiring with a 
high fpring tide, at a feafon when 
the periodical flood was within a 
foot and a half of its higheft pitch. 
It is faid that the waters rofe fix 
feet above the ordinary level. 
Certain it is, that the inhabitants 
of a confiderable diftrkf, with 
their houfes and 'cattle, were to- 
tally fwept away 5 and, to aggra- 
vate their diftrefs, it happened 
in a part of the country which 
fcarce produces a fingle tree for a 
drowning man to efcape to. 

Embarkations of every kind 
traverfe the inundation : thofe 
> bound upwards, availing them- 
felves of a dire& courfe and fiiil 
water, at a feafon when every 
ftream nifties like a torrent. The 
wind too, which at this feafon 
blows regularly from the fouth- 
£aft, favours their progrefsj info* 
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much, that a voyage, which tale* 
up nine or ten days by the courfe 
of the river when confined within 
ifd banks, is now effefted infii. 
Hufbandry and grazing are both 
fufpended ; and the peafant tra- 
verfes in his boat, thofe fields 
which in another feafon he wai 
wont to plow ; happy that the 
elevated fite of the river bank 
, place the herbage they contain, 
within his reach, otherwife his 
cattle rauft perifti. 

The following is a table of the 
gradual increafe of the Ganges 
and its branches, according to 
obfervations made at Jellinghy 
and Dacca. 

At Jellinghy. At Dacca* 
Ft. In. Ft. h. 
In May it rofe -60 24 
June - - - 9 6 4 6 

July - - - 12 6 5 

In the 1 ft half of Aug. 40 1 it 

32 o 14 $ 

Thefe obfervations were made 
in a feafon, when the waters rofe 
rather higher than ufual j fo that 
we may take 3 1 feet for the medi- 
um of the increafe. 

The inundation is nearly at a 
fland for fome days preceding the 
middle of Auguft, when it begins 
to run off ; for although great 
quantities of rain fall in the flat 
countries, during Auguft and Sep- 
tember, yet, by a partial ceflation 
of the rains in the mountains, 
there happens a deficiency intte 
lupplies neceflary to keep up.che 
inundation. The quantity of ibe ; 
daily decreafe of the river is nearly 
in the following proportion : dur- 
ing the latter half of Auguft, and 
all September, from three to four 
inches ; from September to the 
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end of November, it gradually 
leflens from three inches, to an 
inch and a half ; and from No- 
vember to the latter end of April, 
it isohly half an inch per day at a 
medium. Thefe proportions muff 
be underftood to relate to'fuch 
parts of the river as are removed 
from the influence of the tides 5 
of which more will befaid by and 
by. The decreafe of the inunda- 
tion does not always keep pace 
with that of the river, by reafon 
of the height of the banks ; but 
after; the beginning of Oftober, 
when the rain has nearly ceafed* 
the remainder of the inundation 
goes off quickly by evaporation, 
leaving the lands highly manured, 
and in a ftate fit to receive the 
feed, after the Ample operation of 
plowing. 

There is a cireumftance attend- 
ing the increafe of the Ganges, 
and which, I believe, is little 
known or attended to; becaufc few 
people have made experiments on 
the heights to which the periodi- 
cal flood rifes in different places. 
The circumftamce I allude to, is, 
the difference of the quantity of 
the increafe (as expreffed in the 
foregoing table) in places more or 
lefs remote from the fea. It is a 
faft, confirmed by repeated expe- 
riments, that from about the place 
where the tide commences, to the 
fea, the height of the periodical 
increafe. dim inifhes gradually, un- 
til it totally difappears at the point 
of confluence. Indeed, this is per- 
fectly conformable to the known 
laws of fluids : the ocean preferves 
the fame level at all feafons (un- 
der fimilar circumftances of tide), 
and neceffarily influences the level 
ofall the waters that communicate 
with it, unlefs precipitated in the 
Vol. XXIV, 
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form of a cataract. Could we fu p* 
pofe, for a moment, that the in- 
creafed column of water, of 3 i 
feet perpendicular, was continued 
all the way to the fea, by fome 
preternatural agency ; whenever 
that agency was removed, th£ 
head of the column would diffufe 
itfelf over the ocean, and the re- 
maining parts would follow, from 
as far back as the influence of the 
ocean extended ; forming a dope, 
whofe perpendicular height would 
be 31 feet. This is the precife 
ftate in which we find it. At the 
point of jun&ion with the fea, the 
height is the fame in both feafons 
at equal times of the tide. At 
Luckipour there is a difference of 
about fix feet between the heights 
in the different feafons ; at Dacca, 
and places adjacent, 14 ; and near 
Cuftet, 31 feet. Here then is a 
regular flope? for the diftancta 
between the places bear a propor- 
tion to the refpe&ive heights. 
This flope mud add to the rapi- 
dity of the ftream ; for, fiippofing 
the defeent to have been originally 
four inches per mile, this will in- 
creafe it to about five and a 
half. Cuftee is about 240 miles 
from the fea, by the courle of the 
river 5 and the fur face of the river 
there, during the dry feafon, is 
about 80 feet above the level of 
the fea at high water. Thus far 
does the ocean manifeft its domi- 
nion in both feafons : in the one 
by the ebbing and flowing of its 
tides ; and in the other by de» 
p re fling the periodical flood, tili 
the furface of it coincides as near- 
ly with its own, as the defeent of 
the channel of the river will 
admit. 

Similarcircumftance&take place 
in the Jellinghy, Hoogly, and 
£ fiurram* 
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Bilrrampooter Rivers; and, I fup- 
pofe, in all others that are fubjeft 
either to periodical or occafional 
fwellings. 

Not only does the flood dimi- 
nifli near the fea, but the river 
banks diminifh in the fame pro- 
portion ; fothat in the dry feafon 
the height of the periodical flood 
may be Jtnown by that of the 
bank. 

• I am aware of an obje&ion that 
may be made to the above folu- 
tion ; which is, that the lowrtefs 
6 ( the banks in places near the 
fea, is the true reafon why the 
floods do not attain fo confiderable 
a height; as in places farther re- 
moved from it, and where the 
banks are high ; for that the river, 
wanting a bank to confine it, dif- 
fuses itfelf over the furface of the 
country. In anfwer to this, I 
fhall obferve, that it is proved by 
experiment, that at any given 
time, the quantity of the increafe 
in different places, bears a juft 
proportion to the fum total of the 
increafe in each place refpe&ively : 
or, in other words, that when the 
river hasrifen three feet at Dacca, 
where the whole rifing is about 14 
feet ; it will have rifen upwards of 
fix feet and a half at Cuftee, 
where it rifcs^i feet in all. 

The quantity of water difeharg- 
cd by the Ganges, in one fecond 
of time, during the dry feafon, is 
80,000 cubic feet ; but in the 
place where the experiment was 
made, the river, tohen full, has 
thrice the volume of water in it ; 
and its motion is alfb accelerated 
in the proportion of 5, to 3 : fo 
that the quantity difeharged in a 
fecond at that feafon is 405,000 
cubic feet. If we take the medi- 
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um the whole year through, it 
will be nearly 180,000 cubic feet 
in a fecond. 

THE Burrampooter, which has 
its fource from the oppdfite fide 
of the fame mountains that give 
rife to the Ganges, firft takes it 
courfe eaftward (or dire&ly oppo- 
fite to that of the Ganges) through 
the country of Thibet, where it 
is named Sanpoo or Zanciu, 
which bears the fame interpreta- 
tion as the Gonga of Hindooftan : 
namely, the River. The courfe 
of it through Thibet, as given by 
Father Du Halde, and formed 
into a map by M. D Anville, 
though fufficiently exaft for the 
purpofes of general geography, is 
not particular enough to afeertain 
the pretife length of its courfe. 
After winding with a rapid cur- 
rent through Thibet, it walhes 
the border of the territory of Lafla 
(in which is the refidence of the 
grand Lama), and then deviating 
from an eaft to a fouth -eaft courfe, 
it approaches within 220 miles of 
Yunan, the wefternmoft province 
of China. Here it appears, as if 
undetermined whether to attempt 
a paflage to the fea ' by the Gulf 
of Siam, or by that of Bengal ; 
but feemingly determining on the 
latter, it turns fuddenly to the 
weft through Aflara, and enters 
Bengal on the north- eaft. I have 
not bten able to learn the exa& 
place where it changes its name; 
but as the people of Aflam.call it 
Buirampoot, it would appear, 
that it takes this name on its en- 
tering Aflam. After its entry in- 
tp Bengal, it makes a circuit 
round the weftern point of the 
Garrow Mountains ; and then, 
aJterin 
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altering its courfe to fouth, it 
meets the Ganges about 40 miles 
from the fea. 

Father Du Halde exprefles his 
doubts concerning the courfe that 
the San poo takes after leaving 
Thibet, and only fuppofes gene- 
rally that it falls into the gulf of 
Bengal. M. D'Anville, his geo- 
grapher, with great reafon iup- 
pofed the Sanpoo and Ava River 
to be the fame: and in this he 
was juftified by the information 
which his materials afforded him: 
for the Burrampooter was repre- 
fented to him, as one of the in- 
ferior dreams that contributed its 
waters to the Ganges, and not as 
its equal or fuperior; and this was 
fufficient to dire# his refearches, 
after the mouth of the Sanpoo 
River, to fome other quarter. 
The Ava River, as well from its 
bulk, as the bent of its courfe for 
fome hundred miles above its 
mouth, appeared to him to be a 
continuation of the river in quef- 
tion ; and it was accordingly de- 
feribed as fuch in his maps, the 
authority of which was juftly 
efteemed as decifive ; and, till the 
year 1765, the Burrampooter, as 
a capital river, was unknown in 
Europe. 

On tracing this river in 1765, 

I was no lefs furprifed, at finding 
it rather larger than the Ganges, 
than at its courfe. previous to its 
entering Bengal. This I found 
to be from the eaft $ although all 
the former accounts reprefented it 
as from the north : and this unex- 
pected difeovery foon led to enqui- 
ries, which furnifhed me with an 
account of its general courfe to 
within a hundred miles of the 
place where Du Halde left the 
Sanpoo, X could no longer doubt, 
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that the Burrampooterand Sanpoo 
were one and the fame river : and 
to this was added the pofitive affur- 
ances of the Affamers, “That 
their river came from the North- 
weft, through the Bootan moun- 
tains.’’ And to place it beyond a 
doubt, that the Sanpoo River is 
not. the fame with the river of 
Ava, but that this laft is the great 
Nou Kian of Yunan ; I have in 
my poffeffion a manufeript draught 
of the Ava River, to within 150 
miles of the place where Du 
Halde leaves the Nou Kian, iif 
its courfe towards Ava ; together 
with very authentic information 
that this river (named Irabattey 
by the people of Ava) is navigable 
from the city of Ava into the pro- 
vince of Yunan in China. 

The Burrampooter, during a 
courfe of 400 miles through Ben- 
gal, bears fo intimate a refem- 
blance to the Ganges, except in 
one particular, that one deferip- 
tion may ferve for both. The 
exception I mean, is, that during 
the laft 60 milesbefore its junction 
with the Ganges, it forms a ftream 
which is regularly from four to 
five miles wide, and but for its 
freflinefs might pafs for an arm of 
the fea. Common description 
fails in an attempt to convey an 
adequate idea of the grandeur of 
this mgni Scent objeCt $ for, 

Scarce the mufe 

Dares ftretch her wing o’er this enormous 
mafs 

Ofrulhing water ; to whofe dread expanfe, 
Continuous depth, and wond’rous length of 
courfe, 

Our floods are rills—— 

Thus pouring on, it proudly feeks the deep, 
■Whofe vanquiflTd tide, recoiling fromthft 
ihock, 

Yields to this liquid weight.— 

' Thomson’s Seasons. 

E 2- I have 
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I have already endeavoured to 
account for the Angular breadth 
of the Megna, by.iuppofing that 
the Ganges once joined it where 
the Iflamutty now* does; and that 
their joint waters fcooped out its 
present bed. The prefent junc- 
tion of thefe two mighty rivers 
below Lucki pour, produces a body 
of running trefh water, hardly to 
be equalled in the old hemifphere, 
and, perhaps, not exceeded in the 
new. It npw forms a gulf inter- 
fperfed with iflands, fomeof which 
nval, in Gze and fertility, our 
lile of Wight. The water at or- 
dinary times is hardly brackifh at 
the extremities of thefe iffands ; 
and, in the rainy feafon, the fea 
(or at leaft the furface of it) is 
perfedlly frefli to the diftancc of 
many leagues out. 

The Bote (which is known to 
be a fudden and abrupt influx of 
the tide into a river or narrow 
ftraitj prevails in the principal 
branches of the Ganges, and in 
the Megna ; but the Hoogly Ri- 
ver, and the paflages between the 
iflands and lands fituated in |he 
gulf, formed by the confluence of 
the Ganges and Megna, are mote 
fubjedt to it than the other rivers. 
This may be owing partly, to 
their having greater embouchures, 
in proportion to their channels, 
than the others have, by which 
means a larger proportion of tide 
is forced through a paflage compa- 
ratively fmaller • and partly, to 
there being no capital openings 
near them, to draw of any confi- 
derable portion of the accumulat- 
ing tide. In the Hoogly or Cal- 
cutta River, the Bore commences 
at Hoogly point (the place where 
the river firft contra&s itfelf), 
and is perceptible above Hoogly 


Town ; and fo quick isitsmotion, 
that it hardly employs four hours 
in travelling from one to the other, 
although the diflance it nepr 70 
miles. At Calcutta, it fomedmes 
occafions an inftantaneous rife of 
five feet : and both here, and in 
every other part of its track, the 
boats, on its approach, immediate- 
ly quit the fhore, and make for 
fafety to the middle of the riyer. 

In the channels, between the 
iflands in the mouth of the Menu, 
&c. the height of the Bore is faii 
to exceed twelve feet ; and is fo 
terrific in its appearance, and 
dangerous in its confequencty 
that no boat will venture to paftat 
fpring tide. After the tide is fairly 
paft the iflands, no vefHge of a 
Bore is feen, which may be owing 
to the great width of the Megna, 
in comparifon with the paflages 
between the iflands ; but the 
effedfs of it are vifibie enough by 
the fudden rifing of the tides. 


Of the Air that has been fuppfidto 
come through the Pores of the Shu, 
and of the Bjfefts of the Perfora- 
tion of the Body ; from Pritlf ley’s 
Experiments in Natural Phi- 
losophy. 

I HAVE fometimes found it ne* 
ceflary, though it is by dq 
means agreeable to me, to corxefl j 
the miftakes of others on the fub- j 
jeft of which I am treating ; and ! 
I mud appropriate this fetfionto j 
that buflnefs. 

It cannot be thought extraordi- ! 
nary, that when it has been ima- 
gined that air is extrafted from d* 
mod compadl: bodies, as gold, by 
meag? of the air pump, itlhould j 
be thought to iflue from the hu- 
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man (kin. It was alfo very natu- 
ral to imagine, that (ince refpira- 
tion injures and phlogifticates 
air, the perfpiration of the body, 
fenfible and infenfible, fbould do 
the fame ; and they who fuppofe 
tha,t phlogifton converts common 
air into fixed air, mud of courfe 
imagine, that the air contiguous 
to the (kin is continually undergo- 
ing this chan^. Dr. Ingenhoufz 
aflerts the former, and IVi r . Cruik- 
(hank, after Sig. Mofcati, the 
latter. On both thefe fubje&s I 
(hall make fome animadverfions, 
and iikewife a few experiments 
that I think will be deemed con- 
clufive, on the fubjeft of perfpir- 
ation, and fufiicient to confirm 
what I have advanced with refpe<ft 
to it in my laft volume. 

Dr. Ingenhoufz not only fup- 
pefes that air is continually ifliiing 
from the human (kin ; but he took 
pains to colle£I it, in a confidera- 
ble variety of circumftances, of 
which he has given a particular 
account, p. J29. This 1 took the 
liberty to tell him I had do doubt 
was a deception j the air that he 
found not having come from the 
(kin, but from the water in which 
it was plunged : and both* the 
quality of the air that he found, 
and the circumftances in which he 
procured it, left me no doubt 
upon the fubjeft. It was juft that 
mixture of fixed air, and partially 
phlogifticated air, that pump wa- 
ter, which he recommends for the 
purpofe, generally abounds with. 
The bubblesof air rifing and {well- 
ing at the fame part of the (kin, 
is by no means any proof that the 
air came from the (kin : for that 
is always the cafe with air ifluing 
from water, the* air bubbles never 
fifing within the water itfelf, but 
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always from fome other body im- 
meried in it. Ail the phsenomena 
he has defcribed may be feen with 
a piece of metal, or glafs, plunged 
in Water containing air, in an ex- 
haufied receiver ; in which c&fe it 
is qafily (hewn, that the air does 
not come from the pores of the 
metal, or of the glafs, but from 
the water itfelf : for if the water 
contain no air, and the furfaces 
of the metal and of the glafs be 
carefully wiped, that appearance 
cannot be produced. 

He fays that water exhaufted of 
its air is not proper for this expe- 
riment, becaufe it readily abforbs 
all the air as faft as it iffues from, 
the (kin. But if the experiment 
be made in water at all, this 
muft be the only unexceptionable 
manner of making it ; and water 
<by no means.abforbs any kind of 
air fo faft as he defcribes this to 
iflue from the (kin, and efpecially 
fuch a kind of air as he defcribes, 
a great proportion of which is air 
partially phlogifticated. , It re- 
quires a long time before water, 
in a quiefceut ftate, will take up 
any fenfible quantity of fuch air 
as this. Befides, there is nothing 
that we know of the human frame, 
that would lead any perfon to 
fufpect that air ever ifiues from 
the (kin. Where are the air vejfeh 
for that purpofe ? and what is 
their origin, or connexion with 
other parts qf the fyftem ? The 
prefent ftate of anatomy indicates 
nothing on this fubjeft. 

To fatisfy my friend, not my- 
fel’f, I told him I would make an 
experiment, which I did not doubt 
wouidconvince him of his mi (lake 
in this refpeft : 1 did it in the 
following manner: I boiled a 
quantity of rain water, in order 

E3 to 
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toexpel from it all the air it might 
contain, and then fat with my 
naked arm plunged in a vtflel 
filled with it, after carefully 
wiping off, under water, all the 
bubbles of air that adhered to it. 
But though I continued to fit in 
this manner a full half hour, not 
a fingle bubble of air made its 
appearance afterwards. I might 
have examined whether this water 
had contained any air, befides 
what it might have been fuppofed 
to have imbibed from the atmo- 
fphere in this interval $ but I neg- 
lected to do it, and am very confi- 
dent it was quite unneceflary. 

After this I need not fay any 
thing to my friend’s ingenious ob- 
fervations on the air which he took 
the pains to colleCt from the (kins 
of old and young perfons, and his 
laudable endeavours to remove a 
popular prejudice concerning the 
nnwholefomenefs of the former, 
and the wholefomenefs of the lat- 
ter kind of air. 

Mr. Cruikfhank’s experiments, 
if they could be depended upon, 
would both prove that fixed air is 
compofed ofcommon airandphlo- 
gifton, and that the perfpiration 
of animal bodies, in a healthy 
Bate, has the fame effeft upon air 
that breathing it has,* viz. phlo- 
gifticating it, and making it nox- 
ious, which is contrary to the ex- 
periments of which I gave an ac- 
count in my laft publication ; by 
which it appears that the air under 
' my arm-pits, and near other parts 
of my body, was never lefs pure 
than the external air. The Abbe 
Fontano alfo told me, that he had 
always found ’the fame refult in 
experiments made upon himfelf. 
But Mr. Cruikfliank fays (in the 
fecond edition of his Letttr to Mr, 


Clare , printed in Mr. Clare’s 
Treatife on Abfcefles) that, after 
he had confined his leg in a glafi 
veflel, fo as to prevent all commu- 
nication with the external air, 
lime water poured into itimmedi- 
ately afterwards, came out a little 
turbid. But this he would pro- 
bably have found' to be the cafe 
with a fmail quantity of lime wa- 
ter poured into and out of any 
veffeiof the fame fize, on account 
of the great furface of the fluid 
that muft, in thofe circumftances, 
have been expofed to the common 
atmofphere ; in confequencc of 
which it is always known to at- 
tract fixed air. 

However, partly to examine 
jhis matter more thoroughly, and 
with a variation that 1 had thought 
of, I repeated the experiments on 
my own perfpiration Jn various 
ways, and they all confirmed what 
I advanced before, viz. that the 
perfpirable mafter has no fuch 
effe6t upon the air, but leaves it 
as wholefome, that is, as fit for 
relpiration, as ever, judging by 
the teft of nitrous air, which, 
however, Mr. Cruikfliank does 
not fay that he ever applied in 
this cafe. 

Purfuing his fteps, I faftened a 
moifl ox’s bladder, containing 
about a quart of air, clofe about 
my ancle, fo that my foot, clean 
wgflied and warm, as his was, 
was expofed to it ; and I fat near 
the fire, fo as to keep my foot pro- 
perly warm a full hour. After 
this I carefully withdrew my foot 
from the bladder, without chang- 
ing the air ; and applying the teft 
of nitrous air, the ait* in the blad- 
der appeared to be of the fame de- 
gree of purity with the external 
air $ the meatufes of the teft, ap- 
plied 
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plied in the fame manner to both, 
being 1,26. I alfo admitted part 
of this air to lime water, and ob- 
ferved that it did not make it in 
the fmalleft degree turbid. 

Willing to gjye more time to 
this experiment, that the oppor- 
tunity of this perfpiration phlogi- 
flicating the air might be the 
greater, I once more fattened the 
bladder about my foot, juft before 
I went to bed, and flept with it 
all night, keeping myfelf fuffi- 
ciently warm, from eleven to half 
paft fix in the morning, when the 
bladder was quite dry. However, 
carefully maiftening it, and efpe- 
cially where it was fattened to my 
ankle, I withdrew my foot, with- 
out changing the air, and immedi- 
ately examined it. The quantity 
contained in the bladder was 40 
ounce meafures. It did not affe6t 
lime water, and with refpeft to 
purity was of the fame ftandard 
with common air; the meafures 
of the teft with the nitrous air I 
happened to make ufe of, being 
in bo^h cafes 1.3, 

I cannot therefore but fee rea- 
fon to conclude, as I did before, 
that it is only refpiration^ and not 
the perfpiration of the body, that 
injures common air. 


Of the Refpiration of Fijhes ; from 
the fame. 

I HAD formerly found that 
fifties injure the air contained 
in folution in the water in which 
they live, vol. III. p, 342; the 
water in which they had been con- 
fined appearing to contain air of 
a worfe quality, than it did before 
they were put into it. I had alfo 
before obferved the effect of water 


HISTORY. 55 

impregnated with fixed air, and 
with nitrous air, on fifties put 
into it. I have fince repeated all 
thefe experiments with an atten- 
tion to more circumftances ; and 
they both confirm and extend my 
former general conclufions. 

Having at hand fome water 
from the Hot-well at prittol, 
which 1 had found to contain air 
in a ftate of great purity, I com- 
pletely filled a large phial with it, 
and I put into it a few very fmall 
fifhes, which I had provided for 
the purpofeof thefe and other ex- 
periments. They were minows, 
and other fmall fifties, about two 
inches in length. In this water 
they were confined, without any 
accefs of common air, till they 
died. 

After this I took equal quan- 
tities of the water in which the 
fifties had died, and of that out of 
which it had been taken, when 
they were confined in it ; and I 
expelled from both all the air 
which they would yield. That 
from the water in which no fifties 
had been put, exceeded in quan- 
tity that from the water in which 
they had been confined in the pro- 
portion of three to two ; and exa- 
mining the quality of both thefe 
quantities of air, by the teft of 
nitrous air, the former exceeded 
the latter in a ftill greater propor- 
tion. The air from the water, in 
which no fifties had been confined, 
was about the ftandard of com- 
mon air, but that which had bee.n 
contaminated by the refpiration, 
as I may fay, of the fifties, though 
not thoroughly phlogitticated,was 
fomething worfe than air in which 
a candle juft goes out. 1 fliould 
probably have found it ftill worfe 
than this, if I had. expelled and 
E 4 examined 
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examined the air immediately; 
but the water remained in an open 
veflel all. night before I made the . 
experiment upon it. 

From this experiment it may 
be concluded with certainty, that 
air contained in water, in an 
unelaftic (late, is as neceflary to 
the life of fifties, as air in an ela- 
flic {late is to that of land animals. 
It is not properly water that re- 
ceives the phlogifton difcharged 
from the fifties, but the air that 
is incorporated with it. And this 
may poffibly be the reafon of the 
attraction which, in many of my 
experiments, there appears to be 
between phlogifton and water; 
whereas it has been an opinion 
univerfally received among che- 
mifts, that water has no affinity 
whatever with phlogifton. 

From this experiment I had no 
doubt, but that putting fifties into 
water impregnated with air that 
was thoroughly phlogifticated, 
would be injurious, if not fatal to 
them, as much as the fame kind 
of air, in an elaftic ftate, is to land 
animals *, and this was verified by 
the following experiments; from 
which, however, it appears that 
fifties, like infers, and fome other 
cxanguious animals, can liye a 
confiderable time without any 
thing equivalent to refpiration. 
What limits that time has, may 
in fome meafure appear frdm 
thefe obfervations. 

1 began with water that con- 
tained, as far as we are able to dif- 
cover, no air at all. For it was 
rain water, that had been recently 
boiled a confiderable time. The 
vefiel contained about three pints 
of it ; and into this, without ad- 
mitting any air at all, T put nine 
of the fmail fifties above mention- 
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ed, and they lived in k between 
three and four hours. This ex- 
periment refembles the putting of 
frogs and ftrpents into a vacuum, 
only that there was no expanfion 
of air contained in them to fweU 
their bodies in this cafe. 

T aki ng the fame water, which, 
as I obferved, contained little 
or no air, I made it imbibe as 
much as I could of a quantity that 
had been phlogifticated with iron 
filings and brimftone, fix months 
before. Of this, however, the 
water would take but very little. 
Into a pint of this water, thus im- 
perfectly impregnated, I put two 
of the fifties, and they lived in it 
near an hour. The refult was tbeN 
fame when I impregnated an equal 
quantity of the fame water with 
inflammable air. For in this cafe 
alfo the two fifties lived about an 
hour. This experiment refem- 
bled the putting of mice, and other 
land animals, into phlogifticated 
or inflammable air, which is 
known to be fatal to them, but 
more fuddenly than this water 
was to the fifties, owing, I fuppofe, 
.to its imperfect impregnation. 

When I impregnated water 
with nitrous air on a former occa- 
fion, I obferved that fifties put in- 
to it were immediately feized with 
convulfions, and died prefently; 
juft as they did' in water impreg- 
nated with fixed air. But though 
at that time 1 took all the care I 
could to prevent thedecompofition 
of the nitrous air, that remainedaf- 
ter the operation, filling the phial 
in which the procefs was made 
with frefh water, by pieans of a 
funnel, &c. ftill a decompofition 
oftome fmail part of it would ne- 
cefl^rily be made, before I could 
poffible flip thC funnel into the 
neck 


Digitized by Google 



NATURAL 

neck of the phial. To prevent 
this, I now introduced the fifties 
into the veflel in which I had im- 
pregnated the water while it re- 
mained inverted in the bafon, the 
remainder of the nitrous air not 
imbibed by the water (till reding 
upon it. The phial I ufed con- 
tained fomething more than a 
pint, and the nitrous air occupied 
about one fourth of it. 

Into this velTel, thus prepared, 
I introduced two of my fmall 
fifties, and they continued very 
quiet, without being feized with 
any convulfions, ten minutes, or 
a quarter of an hour, before thev 
died. The caufe of the convul- 
fions, therefore, in the former ex- 
periment, mud have been, not the 
nitrous air , properly fpeaking, but 
the nitrous acid, though in fo very 
fmall a quantity, dimifed in the 
water, and a6ting like the fixed 
air (which is only another kind 
of acid) in the water impregnated 
with it. Whereas in this experi- 
ment the fifties were no other wife 
affected than they were in the 
water impregnated with phlogifti- 
cated or inflammable air, except 
that the water imbibed much 
more of the nitrous air, and on 
that account was fooner fatal to 
them. 


Of the Rein-Deer; from Barring- 
ton’/ Mifcellan'tes . 

I T hath been a generally receiv- 
ed opinion, that the rein-deer 
will not live for any time fouth of 
Lapland, or that part of North 
America which, though of a more 
fouthern latitude, equals Lapland 
in the rigour of its climate. 
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Queen Chridina of Sweden had 
procured five-and-twenty of thefe 
quadrupeds, which (he propofed 
to fend to Oliver Cromwell, and 
which might long fince have prov- 
ed the contrary, had they reached 
this country. 

Whitelock was then ambaftador 
from England at that court, and 
endeavoured to prevail upon four 
Laplanders who brought the reins 
as far as Stockholm, to attend 
them to England, which they re- 
fufed to do, but faid they would 
take care of them during the 
winter. The Laplanders, how- 
ever, were very negligent in their 
charge, for foon afterwards fifteen 
were killed by the wolves, and 
the remaining ten did not long 
furvive, the climate of Stockholm 
being confidered as too warm. 

BufFon (who is one of the latefl 
naturalifts that hath deferibed the 
rein-deer) mentions, that three 
or four were not long fince carried 
to Bantzic, where they foon died, 
as the temperature of the air was 
too mild for them; and in another 
part of the fame article, he regrets 
the impoflibility of feeing this 
quadruped alive in France, on 
which account he only engraves 
the fkeleton, having procured a 
drawing from a fpecimen in the 
Mufeum of the Royal Society. 
Pontoppidan alfo fays, that it will 
always be a vain attempt to natu- 
ralize this animal in other coun- 
tries, as no nourifhment can be 
found any where elfe which will; 
keep them alive, fo that they have: 
all perifhed. 

Notwithflanding, however, thi$ 
mod prevailing opinion, it is con- 
tradicted, by the fa& of a buck 
rein-deer having lived near three 
years at Homerton (not far from 
Hackney), 
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Hackney), in the clofe of Mr. 
Heyde, a merchant, and which 
died only in 1773, very fuddenly, 
having been the preceding day in 
perfe6t health. He was fent to 
England from Norway with a doe, 
which did not live more than a 
year; and Mr. Heyde hath this 
autumn [1773] received a male 
and female, which were in No- 
vember laft very healthy Lee- 
mius obferves, that in Finmark 
they are fubje& to the epilepfy. 

Every written voyage to the 
higher northern latitudes makes 
mention of this very ufeful qua- 
druped, whilft Scheffer, Buffon, 
Hott berg, and Leemius, have 
given us its,na r ural hiftory. 

Leemius is the laft of thefe, 
who publifhed at Copenhagen his 
account of Finmark Lapland in 
1767, and relided in that country 
more than ten years; he is there- 
fore more to be depended upon 
than any of the others, who it is 
believed, never faw the animal 
alive ; at leaft the upper antlers, 
as engraved by Hoffberg, more 
refemble thofe of the elk than of 
the rein-deer. There is, how- 
ever, a Very good.reprefentation 
of the rein deer in Pennant’s Sy- 
nopfis of Quadrupeds. 

As Leemius’s work hath fcarce- 
ly found its way vet into the nrjoye 
fouthern parts of Europe, I (hall 
make fome extracts from it, with 
regard to this animal, with which 
he had fo frequent opportunities 
of being thoroughly acquainted. 

It is agreed by all naturaiifts to 
be peculiar to the female rein-deer, 
that they fliould have horns as 
well as the male: Leemius how- 
ever remarks, that this is not al- 
ways the fa£t, fome having npne 


at all, as likewife that they loft 
them entirely after parturition. 

The proje&ing brow antler ajfo 
is not obferved in any other fpecies 
of deer, the ufe of which I fhould 
conceive to be a proper defence 
againft that arch enemy the wolf; 
and Leemius accordingly mentions 
an Inftance of one rein having 
drove away two of thefe maroders. 
When the reins, however, ufe 
their antlers againft their own 
fpecies in the rutting time, the 
horns are frequently fo entangled, 
that they cannot be feparated but 
by the afliftance of the rein herd. 

If it be afked, why every fpecies 
of deer hath not the fame protec- 
tion ? the anfwer feems to be, that 
the fwiftnefs of the other kinds 
enables them to efcape their pur- 
fuer. 

Though the northern naturai- 
ifts fpeak of the expedition alfo, 
with which the rein-deer will draw 
the traineau; yet I beg leave to 
fay, from having feen three of 
thefe animals, that they are rather 
of a make calculated for the collar, 
than for extraordinary fwiftnefs; 
and I have little doubr hut that 
they are the floweft of their whole 
genus, except the elk, whofe ant- 
lers are alio of a moft peculiar 
form, as well as ftrength. 

I fliould conceive likewife, that 
the elk makes ufe of thefe extra- 
ordinary horns to remove the thick 
underwood apd briars in which 
this quadruped lives, not being fo 
fleet as the reft of its genus are: 
the antlers therefore are excef- 
flvely wide, as well as fhallow, and 
the fagged terminations feem not • 
improper to perform the office of 
a faw. . 

I know well that fome natural- 
ilb, 
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ifts, not being able to find out the 
ufe of particular parts in feveral 
animals, have rather ridiculed the 
attempt to difeover for what pur- 
pose they are defigned : I am per- 
luaded, however, that this arifes 
from ignorance of the habits of 
the animal (which is the intereft- 
ing part of natural hiftory); nor is 
itlefstnie, becaufe it hath been 
often advanced, that nature does 
nothing in vain . 

Buffon piakes but one article of 
the rein and elk ; he alfo obferves, 
that when the latitude begins to 
be too warm for the forrr\er, the 
elks are firft to be difeovered. 
North America furnifhes, how- 
ever, an exception to this obfer- 
vation, becaufe reins are found in 
Newfoundland,. 50 0 N. lat. and 
the Hudfon’s-bay company have 
a noble fpecimeaof elk’s horns in 
their hall, which was fent them 
from their forts, fome of which 
are nine degrees to the northward ; 
at the fame time that the fituation 
is fo much more inland, and con- 
fequently from that circumftance 
alfo the temperature more cold 
than might be expefted, merely 
from the fort’s being nine degrees 
nearer to the pole. On the other 
hand IJbrand Ides met with a great 
many reins not far from Nezzin- 
fkoi, which is only in N. lat. 50. 
at no great diftance from the Eaft- 
ern Ocean. 

I fhall now mention two or 
three particulars from Leemius, 
with regard to the rein, which 
have not been noticed by other 
naturalifts. 

They kre extravagantly fond of 
human urine, and lick up the fnow 
with the greateft avidity when the 
upper part hath been (fained by 
it; pofiibly, however, the opening 
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the way to their favourite, lichen 
may be in part the occafion of 
their immediately finding out 
fuch fpots. 

We have the fame authority for 
their killing a vaft number of mice, 
which are called in the Lapland 
language Godde Saepaw, and Le- 
nuener in the N orwegian . As their 
make, however, is not deferibed, 
and as I can find no names which 
bear the lead affinity in the Fauna 
Suecica, it is impolfible to fettle 
the fpecies. Pofiibly alfo the reins 
only ufe this food when they can 
procure no other ; it is for the 
fame reafon that the Lapland gulls 
are faid likewife to feed on mice, 
and the crows to tear the linen 
which is hung to dry. Leemius, 
in other parts of his work, men- 
tions, that they devour the heads 
of thefe mice only, with the 
greateft avidity; which alfo may 
arife from warn of other food, as 
it is believed that no other qua- 
druped (which chews the cud) de- 
ftroys animals for the purpofe of 
fubfiftence. 

All deferibers of the rein have 
taken notice of the cracking noife 
which they make when they move 
their legs, which HofFberg attri- 
butes to the animals feparating 
and afterwards bringing together 
the divifions of their hoof; but 
he does not afiign the caufe of the 
reins fo doing, which i conceive 
to be the following : 

The rein inhabits a country 
which is covered with fnow for 
great part of the year ; the hoof 
therefore of this quadruped is 
mod admirably adapted to the 
fdrface which it is mod com- 
monly to tread. 

The under part is entirely co- 
vered with hair, in the fame man- 
ner 
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ner that the claw of the Ptarmigaw 
is with feathery briftles, which 
is almoft the only bird that can 
endure the rigour of the fame cli- 
mate. 

The hoof, however, is not only 
thus protected 5 the fame neceffity 
which obliges the Laplanders to 
ufe fnow flioes makes the extra- 
ordinary width of the rein’s hoof 
to be equally convenient in paffing 
over fnow, as it prevents their 
linking too, deep, which they 
would be iubjed to eternally, did 
the weight of their body reft only 
on a fmall point. 

This quadruped hath therefore 
an inftind to ufe a hoof of fuch a 
form in a dill more advantageous 
manner, by feparating it when 
the hoof is to touch the ground, 
fo as to cover a larger furface of 
fnow. The inftant, however, the 
leg of the animal is raifed, the 
width of the foot becomes incon- 
venient, cfpecially when it is go- 
ing againft ‘the wind; the hoof, 
therefore, is then immediately 
contracted, and the collision of 
the parts occafions the fhapping, 
which is heard upon every motion 
of the rein. 

Another reafon, poffiblv, for 
this noife, may arife from Lap- 
land's being not only covered with 
fnow great part of the year, but alfo 
for fome time under a perpetual 
night ; the rein is a gregarious 
animal, and often obliged to go a 
reat way for fuftenance, proba- 
ly therefore the cracking which 
they perpetually make, may ferve 
to keep them together when the 
Weather is remarkably dark. Beils 
round fheep are known to be very 
convenient for the fame purpofe, 
when they graze upon ?. wide ex- 
tended down. 
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Leemius mentions another very 
fingular circumftance with regard 
to the Lapland wolves 5 which is, 
that, when they have killed the 
rein, they always place the caicafe 
with the head towards the eaft, 
and that the fkeleton’s are con- 
ftantly found in fuch pofition.— 
This fad, indeed, .is fo extraor- 
dinary, that it ihould not be too 
lightly credited ; animals, how- 
ever, have undoubtedly their rea- 
fon for chufing or declining cer- 
tain afpeds: the martin, forex- 
ample, feldom builds its neft 
againft the fouth. 

Though I have ftated fo many 
particulars from this writer, not 
only becaufe he is the lateft natu- 
ralift who hath deferibed the rein, 
but becaufe he refided ten yean 
in Finmark; yet I cannot but take 
notice of one paflage in his work, 
in which I conceive he muft be 
entirely tmftaken. 

Leemius affirms, in his ninth 
chapter, that the reins lofc their 
horns in the fpring, which is not 
only contradided by what Hoff- 
berg and Buffon have advanced, 
but- by the fad, for Mr. Heyde’s 
buck dropt his horns for two fuc- 
ccffive winters, but I'efumtd then « 
the faring. In one of thefe years 
they cont inued to be no more than 
ftumps till the 30th of January, 
when they began to ihoot; on the 
24th of February they were five or 
fix inches high, covered with a 
deep pile of velvet. 

At the fame time Leemius not 
only afterts this to happen other- 
wife, but the engravings which 
accompany his work reprefent 
the deer atnongft fnow with their 
horns on. 

In juftice to Leemius, however, 
I (hould add, that though Hoti- 
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berg and Buffon take notice that rican animals are lefs than the 
the rein lofes his horns at the ap- fame fpecies in other parts of the 
proach of winter, yet other natu- globe. Mr. Pennant alfo takes 
raJifts have fuppofed that they , notice, that the American elk is 
were of ufe in removing the fnow larger than the European, 
which covers the lichen they are I once faw this rein in Mr. 
faid to be fo fond of, and which Heyde’s garden, where there was 
is utterly inconfident with this a CQnfidepable variety of flower- 
quadruped being deprived of them ing fhrubs and foreft-trees, all of 
during the winter. Leemius in- which he browzed upon except 
deed exprefsly informs us, that the elder; he alfo drank a great 
they procure the lichen by means deal of water out of a pond, 
of their feet. I have therefore little doubt but 

As I have very frequently viflt- that this quadruped will live with- ' 
ed Mr. Heyde’s rein, I fhall now out the Lapland lichen, to which 
mention fome few particulars I it only hath, perhaps, recourfe, 
happened to obferve myfelf with becaufe there is in thofe latitudes 
regard to this quadrupled, which no other fuftenance during the 
is fo feldom to be feen to the winter. 

fouthward of the Baltic. I have, indeed, procured fome 

This animal was kept in a clofe of this lichen, which 1 have tailed, 
of about an acre, the grafs of and conceive from thence it may 
which was rich ; and he condantly be a nourifliing food either to 
fed upon it during the whole year, man or bead; it is, however, by 
though he was much fender of the no means peculiar to Lapland, as 
lichen, which was fent over from we have much of the fame on our 
Norway : by holding a little of it own heaths. In one refped, in-, 
in mv hand, I could at any time deed, the rein fares better in Eng- 
bring him to me. No animal, in- land than in Lapland, as HofF- 
deed, could be better humoured, berg and all other naturalidsfpeak 
as he would even permit his ant- much of its fuffering from an in- 
lets to be handled when, the blood fed, which they term the Oedrus 
veflels were mod turgid. He like- Tarandi. We have, perhaps, the 
wife permitted me to meafure his fame gad-fly in England, but they 
height, which was three feet two are not fo numerous, and Mr. 
inches and a half, being in his fixth , Heyde’s rein did not feem to feel 
year, and of full growth. Now much inconvenience from thk 
Leemius obferves, that the doe is perfecution. 
not fo large as the buck; and I LeBrun obferve*, that the rein 
have measured the fpecimen of a carries his head fo high, that the 
doe-rein, lately fent to the Royal horns touch the back; and it is 
Society from HudfonVbay, which not therefore improbable that 
is about three feet in height. I thefe antlers may be given them 
date this comparifon, becaufe it as a means of removing thefe very 
makes me doubt with regard to troublefome infeds. , 
the juftnefs of an obfervation of The fame traveller takes notice, 
M. do Buffon, who (in his article that the chiefs of the Samoieds 
Rein-deer) fuppofes that all Atoe- have fometime^ fut or eight of 
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them to draw their traineaus. and 
that they never fweat, notwith- 
flanding their being often much 
prefled, but pant with their 
tongues out, juft as grey-hounds 
do' after a feverfe courfe. 

Leemitfs alfo informs us, that 
after being hard driven they lofe 
their fight frequently for three or 
four days. 

I have before obferved, that 
Mr. Heyde’s buck rein was very 
good humoured ; poflSbly, how- 
ever, if he had been harnefled, 
1 fhould not have found him fo 
tradable, for on account of its 
greater docility, a gelt rein bears 
a much better price in Lapland ; 
and another caufe for the advanc- 
ed value is, that the operation 
being performed but aukwardly, 
the owners frequently lofe them: 
for the fame reafon the poorer 
Laplanders only harnefs the doe. 


Of the Bat , or Bcrc-Moufc ; from 
the fame Author . 

T HE bat is fo difagreeable an 
animal, that we are gene- 
rally defirous of avoiding it rather 
than examining into its habits; 
the confequence of which averfion 
is, that we are more ignorant with 
regard to its natural hiftory, than 
perhaps of any other animal of the 
fame fize. 

Hideous as it may appear to our 
eye, yet if we are to believe 
Johnfon (who is a writer of merit) 
there is a perpetual alliance be- 
tween them and pigeons, info- 
much, that if the head of a bat is 
fixed upon the top of a pigeon - 
houfe, the pigeons will never leave 
it. I profefs, however, that I 
cannot hear this animal hath any 


other friend or ally,>nd they muft 
naturally be dreaded by moths or 
other infeds of the night, as much 
as hawks are the terror of our 
fmaller birds ; nature is one per- 
petual feene of warfare, for the 
fake of food, and bats again be- 
come the prey of owls. 

A friend of mine kept one for 
ten days, and was much amuftd 
with its manner of taking flies, 
on which it chiefly lived: Lin- 
naeus hath clafled it with his pri- 
mates, at the head of which (lands 
Man: a more natural arrangement, 
perhaps, might have exalted this 
animal to the order of an^els^ as 
they are depided with wings as 
well as teats. 

I never met with any one who 
had tailed a bat: and, indeed, 
with us they are fo diminutive, 
that the morfel fhould be as deli- 
cate as it is fmall. In theiiknd 
of Mauritius, however, where 
they are very large, the feamen 
confider them as dainties. “They 
are innumerable, and fome as 
large as gofhawks, and the feamen 
cafe them as rabbits; they hang 
in fwarms on the boughs of the 
trees, by c[aws fixed at the ex- 
treme part of their wings, and 
their monkey faces turned down- 
wards.” In the time of falconry 
they were given to hawks as a re- 
medy for the falling ficknefs. 

From its likenefs to a moufe, 
the fynonym is formed in many 
languages, the French terming it 
chauve fauris and ratpeunade . The 
Dutch, Vleermuys. The Ger- 
mans, Fleder-maufch. The Danes, 
Flaggermuus. The Swedes, 
Flader-mus. The Spaniards, 
jlfwr-cielago. As for our modem 
name of Bat, I do not know 
whence we apply it to this animal, 
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bat it was anciently called rere - 
mufe, from .the Anglo Saxon 
hpepemuj\ Our blafoners alfo 
ufe thib word. In the Greek and 
Latin, however, the name is taken 
from irs appearing only during the 
flight wk T gftf Sc vefpertiliq. 

** Seroque trahunt a vcfpere nomen.” Ov. 

Different fpecies, or varieties 
of bats, are found in moft quar- 
ters both of ‘the old and new 
world ; but for an enumeration 
of thefe I fhall refer to Mr. Pen- 
nant’s moft excellent Synopfis of 
Quadrupeds, and after obferving, 
that fome of thofe in America are 
fuppofed to fuck the blood of per- 
fons afleep, 1 fhall confine myfelf 
to thofe of our own iftand. 

That moft able naturalift Mr. 
Ray takes notice of but one fpe- 
cies, though Mr. Pennant con- 
ceives that we have four. No- 
thing can exceed both the diligence 
and accuracy of Ray, but the com- 
mon averfion to thefe animals 
feems to have prevented both 
him and others from either catch- 
ing or examining many fpecies. 

Having but two teats, it is 
fuppofed that they never produce 
more than two young ones, which, 
according to Pliny, they fly about 
with on their back. 

If this is true at all, I ftiould 
fuppofe that it only takfls place 
when the young are to be taught 
to fly, as they may be more eafily 
launched from their parent’s back 
into the air, than from any other 
place. They cannot rife at all 
from the ground, according to 
Linnaeus ; and in this fituation 
therefore they feem divefted of 
every pretenfion to be deemed 
birds, if their being viviparous, 
and having no beaks, did not fuf* 
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ficiently exclude them, as well as 
their want of feathers. As to 
their having wings, a flying filh, 
or the flying fquirrel, might for 
the fame reafon be confidered as 
birds. 

But the moft interefting part in 
relation to this animal, ip its ftate 
of torpidity during the winter, to 
which it is induced probably from 
want of flying-infe&s for its food, 
as feems to be the cafe with the 
fwallow tribe. 

In this part of the natural hif- 
tory of this animal, I am much 
indebted to the communication of 
a moft ingenious correfpondeRt, 
who knows where to find them 
torpid at any time during the 
winter, and more particularly in 
a large cavern near Torbay. 

The prevailing notion that they 
hang always in clufters touching 
each other is not true, as this de- 
pends entirely upon their having 
a proper opportunity of adhering 
to the place from which they are 
fufpended ; they fometimes, there- 
fore, are in conta<ft, and often at 
confiderable diftan^es, but always 
fix themfelves by both their feet. 

Martial fays of the dormoufe, 
that it is fatter during its ftate of 
torpidity than when it revives. I 
therefore begged to know from 
Mr. Cornilh, whether this wa$ 
the cafe with bats during the win- 
ter, who informs me that the fa<ft 
does not hold with regard to the 
one, or the other, and that bats 
mute whilft they are thus fufpend- 
ed. Both dormice and bats lofe 
from five tofeven grains in weight 
during a fortnight, whilft in a 
ftate of torpidity. 

Bats on the whole fare better 
during a hard than a mild winter, 
for warmweatbernoLpnly awakens 
tfiem, 
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them, but promotes their power 
of digeftion, whilft at the fame 
time they cannot procure the 
food of which they are in fearch. 
This holds like wife with regard 
to bees, which are better pre- 
served in a dark room than if ex- 
posed to the air whilft torpid, be- 
caufe fometimes they are awaken- 
ed by the mild temperature of the 
weather, when there are no flowers 
for their fupport. 

As bats mute whilft torpid, 
there is alfo a circulation of the 
blood, for Mr. Cornifh having 
applied a thermometer to the body 
©f one perfect ly afleep, which 
flood at 36, the heart beat 60 
times in a minute ; the fame bat 
being awakened fo as to fly weak- 
ly, the thermometer applied in 
the fame manner rofe to 38, and 
the heart beat 100 times in a 
minute; 

They have been, however, ob- 
ferved to continue in their torpid 
Hate when the thermometer, plac- 
ed in the air, hath been at 48, 
which is ten degrees warmer than 
the ' animal when awakened ac- 
cording to this experiment. 

Moft of the bats roufed by irri- 
tation havenot furvivedmore than 
three days, but then it is ftated 
that the weather became colder. 
Frequent attempts have been 
made to revive them after this 
feeming death, but they have all 
proved inefte&ual. 

Having defired Mr. Cornifh to 
make fome experiments with an 
air-pump on torpid bats, he in- 
forms me that his apparatus for 
that purpofe is not fo good as it 
fhould be, but that he is of opi- 
nion, from fome imperfect trials, 
that they are not fo foon afFetfed 
by want of air, as other animals, 


which do not deep during th c 
winter. 

That diftinguifhed anatomift 
Mr. John Hunter, having occa- 
fion to difleCt bats during the 
winter, applied to me to procure 
him fome from Devonfhire, know- 
ing that I had a correspondence 
with Mr. Cornifh, who could at 
any time refort to their lurking 
places. 

I accordingly requefted Mr. 
Cornifti to fend up a dozen of 
bats in their ftate of torpidity, 
which he was fo obliging as to 
do by the next conveyance ; but 
though he had packed them with 
the greateft care, they died, as 
Mr. Cornifh apprehended, before 
they reached London. The mo** 
tion of the carriage probably oc- 
cafioned this difappointment, as 
alfo that they did not hang in theif 
ufual attitude, nor in the propel 
temperature of air. If they had 
continued to live, Mr. Cornifh 
informed me, that though one 
could perceive no motion in them, 
yet if placed in contact with a pro- 
per crevice, they would however 
fix themfclves by their claws. 

Thefe bats were kept for fome 
time by Mr. Hunter before he 
would abfolutely pronounce them 
to be dead, and afterwards, at 
Sir Afhton Lever’s, before they 
were fet up ; but though they ne- 
ver fhewed any figns of life, yet 
their bodies did not putrify. The 
fame thing 1 had occafion to ob- 
ferve with regard to fome torpid 
martins which were fent to me 
from Somerfetfhire, and which I 
wiflied Mr. Hunter to difleft* 
Thefe birds alfo did not revive* 
but no figns of putrefa&ion ap- 
peared, though they were kept a 
confiderable time. 
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Atid here it may be obferved, 
that a moderate heat, fuch as the 
bbfom or hand, is the mod likely 
to bring torpid animals^ to life, 
which are often killed by being 
placed too near the fire, from the 
common prejudice, that one can- 
not have too much of a good 
thing. 

For a more immediate ted of 
iife in the animal, it will fhrink 
-•either upon the touch, or holding 
a lighted candle near it. 


On the Torpidity of tlie Srcallow- 
Tribe when they difajjpear. From 
the fame Author . 

I N the foregoing treatife upon 
the migration of birds, the 
appearance and difeppearance of 
the fwallow-tribe hath necefiarily 
been touched upon 5 but I think 
it better to referve, for a fepa- 
rate diflertation, what more par- 
ticularly relates to their being 
during the winter in a date of tor- 
pidity. 

I have for many years attended 
carefully ,to the motions of thefe 
birds from the latter end of March 
to the latter end of April, at 
which time I have travelled into, 
or returned from. North Wales. 

For the laft twelve years the 
fpring feafons in that part of 
Great Britain have been generally 
dry, .the eaft winds prevailing dur- 
ing the month of April. 

The confequence hath been, 
that on my journey towards 
Wales, or upon my arrival in the 
principality, I have perhaps feen 
a draggling fwallow or l'wallows 5 
but upon the weather growing 
more levere, they have difappear- 
«d perhaps for a fortnight or 
Vol. XXIV. 
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more, fo that I never have been 
able to procure any, though I 
have fent people out with guns to 
fhoot them. My inducement was 
to examine them upon their firlt 
appearance, and to fee in what 
plight fhey might be, both as to 
cafe and plumage ; as alfo what 
they might feed upon before many 
winged infeds are to be found. 

Upon my return towards Lon- 
don I have commonly feen five or 
fix fkimming over the river Clwyd, 
near the gate of the town of Ru- 
thin, which is called Porthydwr. 

After this> it hath commonly 
happened, th^t I have not ob- 
ferved any of this tribe of birds 
but at the didance of 20, 30, or 
40 miles, and this always de- 
pending upon the approach to 
rivers or ponds, fo that _J could 
be tolerably certain where I might 
exped to obferve them. 

Thefe circumdances fee m to ms 
very decifive, that fwallows are 
concealed near the place where 
they begin to appear; and on firll 
confideration of thefe fads it may 
be perhaps inferred, that thele 
birds are all to be found under 
the water ; it mud however be 
recolleded, that they probably 
procure more food in fuch filia- 
tions when on the wing, whatever 
may have been their winter refi- 
dence. By the latter end of April 
the fwallow-tribe appears in num- 
bers. 

I fhall now flate fuch fads as I 
have myfelf obferved, or received 
from ingenious correspondents, in 
relation to each fpecies of fwal- 
low, and without hefitation make * 
my own inferences, leaving them 
to be correded by thofe who may 
be more fortunate in colleding 
more decifive inftances. 

F I fhall 
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I (hall begin with the fvallow , 
y Mr. Pennant does in his Bri- 
tifh Zoology $ and premife that 
I mean that fpecies whofe tail is 
mod forked, and which is marked 
with a red fpot on the forehead 
hnd chin. m 

This bird appears the fird of its 
tribe, and (as I conceive at lead) 
hides itfelf under prater during 
the winter, becaufe, in the fpw 
indances where the relater hath 
been able to particularize the 
* fpecies thus found, it hath happen- 
ed to be a fwallow. 

There is fcarcely a treatife on 
ornithology, written in the nor- 
thern parts of Europe, which does 
not allude to the fubmerfion of 
'fwallows during the winter, as a 
fa6l almod as well known as their 
peopling the air during the dim- 
mer $ and becaufe the name of 
Linnaeus is refpe&ed by mod of 
the incredulous on this head, I 
copy from him the following words 
in the defcription of the bird. 

“ Hirundo [Ru/tica], habitat 
in Buropae domibus intra tebtum, 
unaque cum urUca demcrgitur, 
vereque emergit.” 

It is alfo clear from the ex- 
preflion of demur git ur (though per- 
haps not claificak) that this na- 
turalid conceived thefe birds hid 
themfelves under water during 
the winter $ and it is to be ob- 
ferved, that he feems to have dat- 
ed it after a proper examination, 
becaufe in the Fauna Suecica, 
publifhed five years before, he 
omits the mention of this circum- 
dance. 

As the indances of finding fwal- 
l’ows under water are mod com- 
mon in the northern parts of Eu- 
rope, I lhall begin with the tedi- 
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mony of the inhabitants of ttiat 
part of the globe. 

Mr. Peter Brown, a Norwegian 
and ingenious painter, informs me, 
that from the age of 6 to 17* 
whild he was at fchool near Sheen, 
he with his companions hath con- 
ftantly found fwallows in numbers 
torpid' under the ice, which co- 
vered bogs, and that they have 
often revived upon being brought 
into a warm room. 

Baron Rudboek, a Swedifh gen- 
tleman, who was not long fince 
in England, hath aflured me that 
this fa<ft Was fo well known in 
Sweden as to leave no doubt with 
any one. 

Mr. Stephens, A. S. S. informs 
me, that when he was t \ years of 
age, a pond of his father’s (who 
was vicar of Shrivenham in Berk- 
(hire) was cleaned during the 
month of February, that he picked 
up himfelf a cluder of three of 
four fwallows (or martins) which 
were caked together in the mud, 
that the birds were carried into 
the kitchen, on which they foon 
afterwards flew about the room, 
in the prefence of his father, mo- 
ther, and others, particularly the 
Rev. Dr. Pye. Mr. Stephens alfo 
told me that his father obfervedat 
the time, he had read of fimilar 
indances in the northern writers. 
Though I have dated tbefe birds 
to have been either fwallows or 
martins, I ratheT fuppofe them to 
have been the former, from thieir 
being found under water. 

The compilers of the Erujdo- 
pedie (art. Mort.) have infertcd 
the following obfervation and fa& 
in relation to fwallows difcoveted 
in the fame fituation : 

< “ Plufieurs oifeaux paffent audi- 
ted 



B. 


Digitized by UooQle 



NATURAL 

tout Ohyver fous les eaux, tellcs 
font les Mnridelles, qui loin d’aller 
fuivant Verreur populairs fort accre- 
ditee, dans les climats plus chauds, 
fe precipitent au fond de la mer, 
des lacs, & deS rivieres, & c.” 

It is there alfo dated, that Mr; 
talconet, a phyficiart, living at 
tans, had feeii in one of the pro- 
vinces, “ une mafie de terre que 
les pecheurs avoient tir$e de leau ; 
apres avoir lavee & debrouill6e, 
il appercut que ce n’etoit autre 
chofe qu’un amas d’hirondelles," 
Which, on being brought to the 
fire, revived, the filhers declaring 
that this was not uncommon. 

The late ingenious Mr. StUling- 
fleet informs us, that one fwal- 
low’s being found at the bottom 
of a pond in winter, and brought 
to life by warmth, was attefted 
to him by a gentleman of charac- 
ter. 

Some years ago the moat of 
Aix-la-Chapelle was cleaned dur- 
ing the month of Oftober, and 
the water let out for that purpofe, 
when on the (ides of the moat, 
and much below the parts which 
had been covered with water, a 
great number of fwallows were 
feen to all appearance dead, but 
their plumage not impaired. 

Du Tertre mentions, that a 
Ruffian of credit* had told hint, 
that, a piece of ibe in a village of 
Mufeovy having been brought into 
a houfe with fwallows in it, they 
all revived. 

There are feveral reafons why 
fwallows ffiould not be frequently 
thus found 5 ponds are feldom 
cleaned in the winter, as it is 
fuch cold work for the labourers, 
and the fame inftinft which 
prompts the bird thus to conceal 
itfelf, inftrudts it to choofe fuch a 
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place of fecurity, that corpmott 
accidents will not difeover it. 

But the ftronged reafon for fuch 
accounts not being more nume- 
rous, is, that fa&s of this fort are 
fo little attended to 5 for though I 
was b8rn within half a mile of the 
pond near Shrivenham, and have 
always had much curiofity with 
regard to the natural hiftorv of 
animals, yet I never heard a lylla- 
ble about this very material and 
interefting intelligence till very, 
lately. 

To thefe indances I mud alfo 
add, that fwallows may be con- 
dan tly taken in the month of 
October, during the dark nights, 
whild they fit on the willows in 
the Thames 5 and that one may 
almod indantaneoufly fill a large 
fack with them, becaufe at this time 
they will not dir from the twig3, 
when you lay your hands upon 
them. -This looks very much like 
their beginning to be torpid be- 
fore they hide themfelves unejer 
the water. 

A man near Brentford fays* 
that he hath caught them in this 
date in the eyt oppofite to that 
town, even fo late as November. 

I (hall concede the proofs on 
this fird head by the dignified tes- 
timony of Sigifmond King of Po* 
land, who affirmed, on his oath* 
to Cardinal Commendon, that he 
had frequently feen fwallows' 
which were found at the bottom 
of lakes. 

I fhall now proceed to the fe- 
cond fpecies of the fwallow-tribe, 

' called a martin, which hath no 
colours but black and white, hath 
a Ihorter tail than the preceding, 
and builds commonly under the 
eaves of houfes. 

I may be midaken, but I fhall 
F a here 
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here again hazard a conjecture 
that this fpecies does not hide it- 
felf under water during the win- 
ter, hut rather in the crevices of 
rocks or pther proper lurking 
places above ground, as moft of 
thofe which have been difeover- 
ed in fuch fituations have been 
martins. 

The inftances of this fort are fo 
numerous from all parts, that to 
bring them within a moderate 
compafs I mu ft only feleCt a few 
of them ; promifing thofe who are 
incredulous, that I can moft rea- 
dily furnifh many more than I fhall 
now produce, 

I {hall begin with a letter dated 
at Towyn in Merionethfhire, 
dated March za, 1773. 

Extra# from a letter relative to 
torpid Martins. 

Towyn, Merionethfhire , 
Sir, March 22, 1773. 

I received yours ; and accord- 
ing to your defire I made as much 
enquiry as I could concerning 
the fwallows. Richard Hugh, a 
boatman at Aberdyfyny, tells me, 
that he lived with Mr. A nwil about 
twenty years ago, when they 
Were found by Mr. Anwil him- 
felf, who ordered him, with fome 
others of his fervants, to go along 
with him to fre them ; and the 
faid Richard Hugh really believes 
that there were fome thoufands of 
them ; and Mr. Anwil, with his 
own hand, put fome of them into 
a part of the cliff which remained 
in the rock, they could at firft 
fcarcely perceive Hfe in them, but 
foon they began to crawl a little, 
then they carried fome into the 
houfe, and held them near the 
fire, when they became pretty 
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lively. Richard Hugh cannot 
recollect who was the perfonthat 
faw them befide himfeif and Mr. 
Anwil, neither can he remember 
exa#ly what month it was v hut 
he is ready to make oath, that it 
was a very uncommon time of year 
to fee fwallows, and to the beft of 
his memory it was either the lat- 
rer end of January or the begin- 
ning of February. I went to 
Mr. Griffith Evans at Tymaur f 
to afk whether he had heard any 
thing of them ; and he told me, 
that he now well remembers to 
have heard Mr. Anwil telling a 
deal about them, how remark- 
able it was to fee them at fuch time 
of the yeaf, and he believes it was 
about twenty years ago 5 and Mr. 

, Griffith Evans fays he is pofitive 
that it is true. Alfo one Hugh 
Richard, a very credible old man 
in this town, fays, that he really 
heard Mr. Anwil mentioning 
them. 

I have another account of the 
fame fort with regard to fwallows 
(or martins) being difeovered, 
about 16 years ago, at Yew-Law 
Caftle, near Ha warden, in Flint- 
fhire. 

I have received alfo the fame 
kind of information relative to 
torpid fwallows, in Caernarvon- 
fhire, and Caftleton in Derby?- 
ftiire 

Sir William Bellers told the 
late Dr. Chauncey that he hap- 
pened to flop at a fifhermanV 
houfe in Cornwall, whofe net had 
been much torn by a large clod of 
earth, which, upon being examin- 
ed, was very full of fwallows, that 
awaked from their torpidity upon 
being brought near the fire. I 
fliould rather fuppofe however that 
tfiey yyere martins, from the cir- 
cumftance 
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cumftance of their being found in 
a large clod of earth, which had 
probably dropt from the bank a 
little while before. 

By a letter from Dr. Finley, 
Provoft of the college of New- 
Jerfey, dated May i, 1765, to 
the late Dr. Chandler, and foon 
afterwards communicated to the 
Royal Society, it appears that the 
fame notion prevails in America, 
with regard at lead to fome fpe- 
cies of their fwallows. Kalm aJfo 
mentions their being found torpid 
in holes and clefts of rocks near 
Albany. 

Dr. Pallas gives an account 
that on the 18th of March a fwal- 
low (perhaps martin) was brought 
to him, near Ufa, which had 
been found in a field, to all ap- 
pearance lifelefs, but having re- 
mained a quarter of an hour in a 
warm room, it flew about, and 
lived fome days, till killed by ac- 
cident. 

Mr. Cornifh, an ingenious fur- 
geon, whorefides at Totnefs in 
Devonfhire, was filhing in the ri- 
ver Dart, at the beginning of 
November, 1774, and on a very 
warm day obferved feveral mar- 
tins ifluing from fome large rocks, 
overgrown with ivy and thicket. 
On this appearance, at fuch a 
tinieof the year, he defifled from 
his amufement, that he might 
more attend to the motions of 
thefe birds, which had been 
brought out of their winter-quar- 
ters by the finenefs of the weather, 
the fun at that time fhining ftrong 
on the rocks. They continued to 
flit backwards and forwards for 
almoft half an hour, keeping very 
near together, and never flying in 
a direct line, nor when at the far- 


HISTORY. 69 

theft above an hundred yards di- 
ftant from the rocks, clofer to 
which they now as the fun low- 
ered, began to gather very fad. 
Their numbers were then leflened 
confiderably, and in a very fhort 
time they all returned to the fif- 
fures of the rocks, from whence 
they had been induced to ven- 
tureout by the warmth of the 
evening. Mr. Cornifh concludes 
this account by aflerting very 
pofitively, that there was not one 
lwallow amongft thefe martins. 

The fame ingenious naturalift 
afterwards mentions, that he hath 
feen martins at Totnefs in the 
months of December and January, 
though he never obferved a fwal- 
low at that feafon; in which fa & 
he is confirmed by a perfon whofe 
name is Didham, and who faw 
two martins on the 26th of De- 
cember at a place called SyfFer- 
ton. 

I fliall here fubjoin other fafts 
of the fame kind, which I have 
received from the fame good au- 
thority. 

Mr. Manning a furgeon of re- 
putation in Kingfbridge, when a 
boy, and in fearch of fparrows* 
nefts, on a headland called the 
Hope, pulled out from under the 
thatch of an uninhabited houfe 
great numbers of fwallows (or 
martins) which he conlidered as 
dead, but they afterwards reviv- 
ed ; and their number amounted 
to more than 40. Mr. Manning 
recollefts the iadl at prefent as if 
it had been more recent, and 
likewife remembers, that the plu- 
mage was in perfect ordfer ; which 
was the cafe alfo with fome mar- 
tins, which I received myfelf dur- 
ing the winter, from Camertou 
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*u Somerfetfhire, in which there 
was not the lead mark of putre- 
faction. 

Another perfon drew out a great 
pumber of martins from the wall 
of an old caltle in Wales during 
winter, and the heat of his hands 
recovered fome of them fo as to 
fly. 

Again, a plumbed in Mr. Cor- 
nifti’s neighbourhoood hath made 
a folemn depofition, that being 
at work, on the leads of Foraby- 
houfe (fituated on the fea-coaft 
In Torbay) early in the fpring, 
he found in fome of thp citterns 
feveral martins; that he at firft 
believed them to be dead ; but as 
they looked not at all decay ed^ 
he began to fuppofe they might 
be only afleep, and that in con- 
fequence of this idea, curiofity 
tempting him to hold one of them 
in his hand for a few minutes, the 
bird became ftrong enough to fly 
two or three yards. 

Kyrcherfpeaks of a deep cavern 
high up the Teverone, which the 
mountaineers told him was never 
left by the fwallows in winter. 

The Rev. Dr f Bofworth ob- 
ferved five fwallows (or martins) 
creep out of the wall of Mertpn 
College, Oxford, during the 
month of January, which returned 
again to their dormitories pn the 
weather becoming colder. 

Mr. Hooper, F. R. S. hath iq ? 
formed me ? that martins were feen 
at Chriftchurch in Hampflfire fo 
late as Chrittmas, in 1772, when 
the flies alfo began to be trouble? 
fome. I (hall here fubjoin the 
words of a letter on this fubjeCf 
from an eye witnefk 5 4 ?As my 
peighbours and felf were (landing 
pi the churchyard, we told four- 
Jef n on the wing at one tjme^ 


near the eatt end of the church 
and could fee others flying about 
over my houfe, and different part* 
of the town.” Mr. Rickmaq 
went home, and immediately 
wrote the following memorandum 
in his almanack : 44 Dec. 9, 177* 
This day a considerable number 
pf martins or fwallows were feen 
round thechurch. They were in 
indefinite numbers (as during the 
(fummer), and flew with as much 
velocity as at that time of the 
year. They decreafed daily till 
the 23d of December, after which 
I have not heard of one being 
feen.** 

I have alfo received an account 
of two fwallowsormartins appear*: 
ing on the 2jft of December, in 
this fame year, viz. 1772, at or 
near the town of Pool, in Dor- 
fetfhire. 

I am laftly informed, by an in- 
telligent fervant of the Right 
Hon. Mr. Mackenzie, that being 
with his matter at Lord Strafford*? 
in Yorkftiire, feven or eight year? 
ago, the latter end of O&ober, a 
ppn verfation began with the game- 
keeper about (wallows eroding the 
feas ; which the game-keeper dif- 
believed ? becaufe he faid he could 
then carry any one to fome neigh? 
bopring coalworks, where he was 
fure of finding them by that time. 
On this many of the Servants at- 
tended him to the coalpit?, where 
feveral martins wereobferved in a 
torpid ttate, but (hewed motions 
of life upon their being brought 
pear to the fire. 

Mott of thefe inttances are fo 
yell attefted, that I conceive it 
cannot be difpiited by any one, 
that martins at lead appear occa- 
sionally throughout the winter^ 
wjieneypr the ^yeafher is remark- 
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ably mild, and which agrees with the too great heat. See alfo an 
what Sir William Hamilton hath inftance of three fwifts being found 
informed me, in relation to his in an old oak during the winter, 
jfcarcely ever palling between Na- which on being laid betore the 
pies and Puzzuoli without feeing fire, foon recovered ftrength 
fome of thefe birds, wheuthefea- enough to fly about the room, 
fon at that time of the year was' though they died foon after. Ari- 
temperate, ftotle indeed aflerts, that in 

With regard to the third fpe* Greece the fwift never difappears, 
cies of fwallows, the fand martin, <p**v«7cm io jaiv « w; 

J have never been able to colleft I fhall now endeavour to cor* 
adecifive inftance of their being roborate thefe fadls with regard to 
obferved at all during the winter, moft of the fpecies of fwallows be* 
though poffibly fometimes not dif- ing obferved during the winter 
dnguifhed from the more com- either in a torpid date, or on the 
jnon martin; I will not therefore wing, by fome other proofs, which 
pretend to conjecture what may feem to make ftrongly againft the 
be their peculiar lurking places, periodical migration of fuch bird^ 
though I conceive that they un- acrofs oceans, 
doubtedly have Tuch, 1 have They who maintain this opi- 
however been negatively informed nion, always fuppole that thefe 
that they are not found in the birds pafs to the northward upon 
holes where they make their n efts, the approach of fpring, in great 
This bird is commonly fo diftant flocks; of which however I have 
from the habitation of man, and not been able to find any inftance 
is fo much in the dark, that in what hath been printed on this 
its habits are not eafily attended fubjedt, except what is dated in- 
to. the PhilofophicalTranfadtions, of 

As for the fourth fpecies, call- a number having lighted upon 
e&thcfwift,* which is well known the fails of Sir Charles Wager’s 
by its fuperior fize, and being fleet in the Channel. I flatter 
almoii entirely black, Linnaeus myfelf alfo, that I have (in a 
afferts, that it winters in the previous eflay) fully anfwered any 
holes of churches. inferences to be drawn from this 

I have however the following relation in fupport of migration ; 
inftance of their fometimes choof- and muft likewife repeat, that 
jpg other places of concealment, fuch inftances muft happen as re- 
The Rev. Mr. WiHfams, of gularly as the return of the fea- 
Bifhop’s Wa}tham in Hampfhire, Ions, did fwallows then pafs to 
found three fwifts in the battle- the northward. 
ment$ of an old flint tower be- But this is not all, as, if I can 
longing to that town during the depend upon my own obferva- 
winter, which being brought into tions, as well as thofe of others, 
a warm room fllewed figns of life, fwallows ftiould, according to this 
but afterwards hanging them up fuppofition, always firft appear in 
in a paper bag clofe to the kitchen flocks on the fouthern coaft of 
fire they were either ftifled by the ' this ifland ; whereas they are feen 
plofenefs of the bag, or killed t>y but in fmaU numbers, difperfed 
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almoft equally over all parts of the birds did not continue to build 
it, and if any cold weather hap- for fo many years as in the pre-» 
pens they then immediately dif- ceding inftauce. 
appear, being obferved in the fame The following faft relates to a 

numbers again when the mild fwallow which built for two years 
weather is more confirmed, and together on the handles of a pair 
are afterwards joined by myriads or garden (heers, that were ftack 
from every lurking place and re- up againft the boards in an out- 
treat. houfe ; and, what is ftranger ftill, 

All animals are endowed with another bird of the fame fpecies 
a providential inftin& to avoid made its neft on the wings and 
what may be prejudicial to them, body of an owl that happened by 
and therefore it (hould feem that accident to hang dead, and dry, 
the fwallow tribe would never from the rafter of a barn. This 
leave the coaft of Africa in their owl with the neft on its wings 
fpring migration to the north- and eggs, was brought to Sir Afh- 
ward till a month later than they ton I^ever, whodefired theperfon 
generally appear, as then there that fMmifiied him with this cu* 
would be nooccafion fora fudden riofity to fix a large (hefl where 
retreat on the frofts, which are fo the body of the owl had hung, 
frequently experienced in the early The perfon did as he was ordered, 
parts of our fpring. Lying how- and the following year a neft wa* 
ever in their torpid ftate they can- made and eggs laid in the fliell by 
not refift the mild influence of the a pair of fwallows. 
firft genial weather, but know Nowitis clear, fromthefe well- 
where to fecure themfelves When attefted inftances, that both mar- 
Jt becomes fevere. tins and fwallows choofe to build, 

That the fwallow-tribe are con- tor a fucceffion of years, in the 
cealed during the winter, not far fame place, though an inconve- 
from the place where they have nient one; and is it tp be fup- 
been hatched, may be inferred pofed that they conftantly return 
from the following fa<ft$. to the fame fpot from the coaft of 

Mr. Stephens, F. S. A. hath Africa, rather than they (hould 
informed me that martins conti- be torpid during the winter, in 
nued to have a neft for 16 years no very diftant place of conceal- 
together in the hall of an old ment ? 

houfe which belongs to him at But they who maintain that 
CamertoninSomerfetftiire, though fwallows periodically leave Europe 
the door was conftantly (hut dur- and proceed to Africa, rely much 
ing the night, and fometimes for upon their being feen to congre- 
a few / hours during day-light, gate not long before they difap- 
when the parent birds muft have pear, which happens however with 
been not a little impatient to feed regard to many other birds, and 
their neftlings. the aflemblage confifts of the firft 

The fame fa<ft hath been at- brood, who are left by their p?- 
tefted to me by Mr. Sanxay, with rents to fhift for themfelves, fwal* 
regard to the porch of a gentle- lows and martins uniting, 
pan's houfe in Derby (hire, though This therefore feems to arife 
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from fuch birds canfidering them- 
selves as rather in a defencelefs 
Hate, unlefs 

Defendit numerus. , 

That this is the fad, particu- 
larly with the fwallow tribe, ap- 
pears by the repeated observations 
©f that attentive and ingenious 
naturalift the Rev. Mr. White. 

It is well known that the fwal- 
low and martin have two broods 
every year, and confequently that 
their f}rft neftlings muft be aban- 
doned by the parents : how there- 
fore are the produce of the firft 
neft to be conduced over the At- 
lantic from Great Britain and Ire- 
land, to Africa ? 

How alfo can it be expeded, 
that the Second brood, which I 
have known myfelf to be hatched 
in Odober, fliould be equal to 
fuch a paffage, in which they 
have no infeds to feed upon, and 
in which they never feem to have 
been obferved by any (hip at a 
confiderable diftance from land, 
or by any perfon on fhore, who 
can properly aflert that they were 
bent on fuch periodical migra- 
tion ? 

I will here add an observation 
which relates to the Swift ^nly. 
This bird, by the length of its 
wings, is certainly better calcu- 
lated for a long flight than any 
of the fwallow tribe, and yet it is 
the lateft comer, and dilappears 
the earlieft of this whole genus, 
long before the infeds on which it 
feeds are wanting. 

But. this is not all. When this 
bird is firft Seen in the fpring it 
is all over of a gloffy dark loot 
pojour (except their chins, which 
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are white ; but by being for a 
confiderable time in the fun and 
air, they become weather-beaten 
and bleached before they disap- 
pear. 

Now would not this alteration 
in the colour be occafioned by 
their pafTage over the Auntie, 
and do we not know* that the 
quicker the motion is, and the 
longer continued without inter- 
mifiiqn, the more our own (kins 
and hair are changed 5 and are we 
not to fuppofe that the lame ef- 
feds will*be produced on the fea- 
thers and hairs of other animals ? 

I will now beg leave to ftate 
another objedion to the migra- 
tion of Swallows from Europe to 
Africa, which is, that if this con- 
jedure is true, the fame thing 
muft hold with regard to the nor- 
thern and fouthern parts of Afia. 
On the contrary’, I am informed, 
that fwallows hide themfelves in 
the banks of the Ganges during 
what are called the winter months 
in that part of the world. Du 
Tertre likewife mentions, that 
the few fwallows Seen in the Ca** 
ribbee Iflands are only obferved in 
the Summer, as in France. 

Now we are allured, by Dr. 
Pallas, that they have not only 
fwallows in Ruifia and Siberia, 
but that on the banks of the 
Okka, \tfhich empties itfelf into 
the Wolga, in N. Lat. 57, on 
froft taking place about the 4th of 
Auguft, they disappeared for that 
year. 

Thefe birds therefore fhould, 
according to the hypothefis of mi- 
gration, have been pafling to the 
more fouthern parts of Afia, but 
I do not find it obferved by any 
Afiatic traveller that they have- 
1 the 
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the fame fpecles of hirundines 
with us, or that they are only feen 
in thofe parts during our winter. 

Between what hath been ad- 
vanced in the preceding and pre- 
fent diflertation d , the arguments 
againft the periodical migration of' 
fwallows have filled many pages, 
and it may be right to bring them 
to a conclufion, by anfwering an 
obje<5tion which is much relied 
upon by thofe who maintain the 
Contrary opinion. 

It is frequently afkcd by thefe, 
where and when the fwallow 
moults, if this does not happen in 
parts of the globe %o the foyith- 
* ward of Europe ? 

To this I do not pretend to an- 
fwer by informing them where or 
when thefe birds change their 
feathers; but I may equally afk 
the queflion with regard to nine 
of the birds out of ten which 
have been described by naturalifts, 
becaufe we are entirely uninform- 
ed about this matter, except in 
relation to thofe which we ufually 
eat, or keep in cages. 

It is true, that moil, if not all 
of thefe, commonly moult with 
great regularity $ but it is alfo 
known that there are often ex- 
ceptions to every general obferva- 
tion or rule ; nor do J fee why it 
. is more neceflary that every bird 
fhould moult, than that every fi(h 
Ihould not have wings, which 
would have been mod confidently 
maintained by the old naturaftfls 
who were unacquainted with the 
flying fifh. 

Again, it is part of the known 
definition of a bird to be an ani- 
mal covered with feathers, and 
yet thofe of the caflbwary and 
the filky fowl of the Eaft Indies 
gather refemble hairs than plu- 
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mage ; .and this is the cafe fa 
(Irongly with the latter, that \\ 
hath given occafion to the impo* 
fition at Brufltls, where they are 
(hewn as the mixed breed of a 
fowl and rabbit, 

I therefore do not conceive it 
to be abfSlutely neceflary that 
this tribe of birds fhould change 
their feathers at all, or perhaps 
they may do fo only the fecond or 
third year, and at a fitpe differ- 
ent from that in which other birds 
moult. 

But I will now afk the direft 
quellion'of the partifans of migra- 
tion, whether the feathers are 
renewed whilft the fwallow-tribe 
QTC in Afrida during the winter? 

Now in all the birds which we 
are well acquainted with, moult-, 
ing begins in the autumn ; and 
therefore if fwallows drop their 
plumage in Africa during the 
winter, it is nearly as much con- 
trary to what happens in relation 
to the change of feathers in other 
birds, as the not being liable to 
any change at alb 

ft is not alfo abfolutely impof- 
fible that thefe birds m a y moult 
during the time of their conceal- 
ment, to which the fadt already 
mentioned of the fwift’s plumage 
being mofl bright ana glofly, 

. when it firft appears in the fpring, 
feems to give fome countenance, 
and Ariftotle afferts, that this 
happens to the w/w (common- 
ly rendered the turtle-dove} whilll 
it is hid. 

How little do we know, with 
accuracy, in relation to the re- 
newal of our own hair; which I 
rather believe to be brought about 
by fuch degrees as to be almoft im- 
perceptible; nor are the hair-cut- 
ters, or frifeurs, perhaps capable 

of 
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pf giving us any material informa- three fiefc, namely, Hou»a 9 Brandt, 
don on this head. and Canary, 

Whateverw<eight, however, thefe The other four jurifdi&ions are 

anfwers may be thought to carry fituated beyond the mountains ; 
with them, it is as much in, cum- they are Fico, Ajaccio, Sartenc, 
bent upon thofe who maintain the Bonifacio, and the fief of Ifiria . 
migration of fwallows from |£u- There are five bifhoprics in 
rope to Africa, to inform us this ifiand, Mariana , Ncbbio, ALU- 
where and when they moult, as it ria, Ajaccio , and Sagorne. 

\s upon thofe who deny that they The interior part of the lands 
pafs from onp continent to an- is covered with mountains, feve- 
Other. ral of which are planted with olive 

and chefnut trees, and furnifh 

w pafture foe the flocks; between 

Art Account of the Ifiand <f Corfica ; thefe heights there are many fer- 
' from the Appendix to the private tile plains ; they abound in vines, 
life of Lewis XV. Tranjlatcd 'orange, bergamot, citron, olive, 
from the French by J. O. Jufta- an d feveral other fruit trees. Upon 
mon d, F. R. $. the higheft of thefe mountains, 

which is called Gradanio 3 are the 

T fJE ifiand of Corfica is fi- lalje of Crento and of Ditto , at no 
tuated in the Mediterra- great diftance from each other, 
jiean, between 39 and 42 degrees From the firft, iflhe the rivers, of 
latitude, lying between the ifiand of Liamono and Tarignano , one of 
Sardinia to the fouth, and the coa (Is which flows towards the weft, 
of |taly to the north. Its greateft and the other in a contrary direc- 
length is from Capo Bonifacio to tion; that of Gaulo, iflues from 
the fouth, as far as Capo Cptfo to the lake f>ino , and difeharges it- 
the nofth; this makes 160 Italian felf into the fea near Mariana . 
leagues. Its breadth compre- Befide thefe three riyers, the moft 
hends 75 of the fame leagues, confidersble in the ifiand, and 
from Capo Qalien to the welt, as which, with fome expence, might 
far as the lake Urbinoto the eaft; be rendered navigable, there are 
‘ its whole circumferenceisreckoned feveral others; thefe are only fmall 
JO amount to 225 Italian leagues, fireams, interfering almoft all the 
This ifiand is divided in ten ju- plains, and which would render 
fifdirions, and four fiefs, com- them ftill more fertile, if their 
pofing 68 pieves. channels were multiplied. 

* By fifty* we are to underftand The little province of Balagna 
a certain number pf leagues in? is in every refpeCt the moftabun- 
cluded under the fame adminiftra- dant of Corfica; that of Capo 
tion, although tuey are depend- Corfo , although thfc moft expofed, 
pnt on feveral parifhes which 90m- is very near as good ; and all, or 
pofc each jurisdiction. almoft all of them, require only 

Gf thefe ten JurifdiCtions, fi% the labour of the cultivator, 
are on this fide the mountains ; As for the productions, befides 
thefe are Capo Corfo, Balagna f the vines I have mentioned, which 
falvi t Baftia^ Corto } Alleria ; and yield a white and red wine, that 

might 
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might with care be made compa- 
rable to the wines of Candia, Cj- 
prusj Syracufe , and Malaga ; co r n 
might ,alfo be produced there in 
great plenty, if the territory were 
fertilized in a {mall degree ; and, 
notwithftanding the idlenefs of 
the inhabitants, nature, in fome 
meafure too luxuriant, fometimes 
deceives their indolence, and pre- 
fents them with a very abundant 
harveft. There is no want of cat- 
tle ; birds of all kinds are to be 
feen here, and quantities of game, 
efpecially the red - legged par- 
tridge. During the winter a fuf- 
ficient quantity of them are caught 
with a net, to furnifli feveral 
towns in Italy. This feafon like- 
wife produces a quantity of black- 
birds, which are in no eilimation 
any where elfe, but are here very 
delicate, and much fought after. 

There is therefore nothing want- 
ing in Corfica, with refpeCt to eat- 
ables, except good cooks to drefs 
all thefe provifions. But, inde- 
pendent of the articles of primary 
neceflity, the arts and commerce 
would alfo find opportunities to 
exert themfelves. 

There are in this country fever 
ral baths, as well hot as cold ; 
mineral waters, ferviceable in all 
kinds of difeafes ; olive - trees, 
which would furnifli a confider- 
able oil trade, and fit to fupply 
France; mulberry-trees and filk 
worms, which, with induftry and 
activity, would enable us to do 
without the filks of Italy ; timber 
for mafis, and (hip-building, which 
would indemnify us for the lofs 
of that of Canada ; gold, lilver, 
copper, and iron mines ; quarries 
of marble and porphyry ; a cryftal 
of the greateft beauty, by the d*-» 
Verfity of its colours, and which 


is formed in the mountain of Borg- 
nano . 

In general, the climate of the 
ifland is the fined in the world. 
The fky is never darkened two 
days together. There Is fcarce 
any winter : the heats of the fum- 
mer are moderated in the moun- 
tains by the north winds ; they 
are more violent in the towns of 
Baftia, St. Ftorenxo, la Gagliola^ 
Calvi , and Ajaccio . The ilLneffei 
to which the troops are fubjeft, 
are attributed to the heat of the 
air ; and I believe they proceed 
rather from want of good water, 
which thofe places ^are very defi- 
cient in dtiring the fum mer, but 
which might be cafily brought 
down from the mountains. 

From this fhort account, Sir, 
you will readily judge of the truth 
of my fpeculations. I will not 
diflemble, that thefe advantages 
are counterbalanced by the enor- 
mous expences which muft be in* 
curred in that ifland, to feeure it 
from the infults, not only of the 
natural inhabitants, whom I fup* 
pofe to be fubdued, but of foreign- 
ers. The extent of its coafi, and 
the facility of landing in feveral 
places, would require labours, the 
calculation of which is alarming. 
Jdoft of the towns are dismantled, 
or very imperfectly fortified ; the 
ports cither filled up or in bad 
conditiop, Corto , formerly the 
capital of the ifland, and which 
Hands almofi in the center of it> 
at prefent refembles more a village 
than a city, Bafttm is the moft 
remarkable town ; feveral works 
have already begun to be erefted 
there; but the port, in which 
frigates and armed barks cannot 
CAter, ought td be cleared. On 
returning to the weftern coalt, 

n 
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we find Fiormxo, a town in the 
moft ruinous condition. Its gulph 
is immenfe, and might contain a 
prodigious number of (hips ; it is 
more than a league over, and 
runs three leagues deep into the 
lands. It is bordered with high 
mountains, which fhelter it from 
all kinds of winds except the 
north-cad. The harbour is filled 
with rocks near the furfae'e of the 
water, which only admit boats to 
land. We meet next with la 
Gagliela, which has a bad road, 
where none but tartans and feluc- 
cas can land : after this comes 
CW, the port of which, though 
very large, can only receive fri- 
gates of a moderate fize : the port 
of Ajaccio is more convenient, and 
deeper: fhips may cad anchor 
there in the midd ©f the b2fon. 
Bonifacio Xermi nates the point of 
the wedern coad, where there is 
a little port, good and fecure. 
At the eaftern coaft we find Porto 
Fcccbio, the mod beautiful port of 
the Mediterranean; the larged 
fliips can enter it; but an iin- 
wholefome air prevails in the city, 
which has occafioned it to be quite 
deferted, fince which it has not 
been poffible to repeople it. Along 
this coad, as far as Badia, which 
terminates it, we find nothing 
more than Alleria, almod de- 
ftroyed. 

You may conceive, Sir, how 
much money it would abforb to 
render fo many towns and ports, 
all efiential ones, ofanyufe; and 
at which, wirh more or lefs dan- 
ger, a foreign enemy might land, 
and convey fuccours to the revolt- 
ed natives. 

The villages are infinitely more 
valuable than the towns ; they are 
almod all built upon little moun- 
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tains, and in fituations fortified 
by nature ; all the houfes are fur- 
nilhed with battlements, arched 
ways, and terraces, and, being 
contiguous, flank and defend each 
other ; fo that each of thefe places 
would feem to require a fiege, of 
which we have had a fmall fpeci- 
men in the villages of Barbagio % 
and of Patrimonio . 

Another unavoidable expence, 
which would likewife be enor- 
mous, is that of the roads ; which 
it would be neceflary to open 
throughout the whole ifland : in 
a word, our engineers, upon a 
grofs calculation, reckon that two 
hundred millions muft be facrific- 
ed to put the ifland of Corfica in 
the moft fiouriftiing fituation. 
There is no doubt but that it would 
one day repay the expences with 
intereft ; but are we able to form 
fuch projects at this period ? This 
is a matter that muft be referred 
to our good and wife minifters ; 
it is certain that every thing an- 
nounces the defign of preserving' 
this country, by the troops which 
arrive here every day, and by the 
eftablifliments of all kinds that are 
forming, as well maritime, as mi- 
litary, and municipal. 

The magiftracy will find em- 
ployment enough here. In 1739, 
at the time of the firft reduftion 
of this ifland by the late Marftial 
Maillebois, there were already- 
reckoned 28,000 aflaffinations 
committed with impunity. You 
mayj udge how many have happen- 
ed fince that period. It is true that 
Paoli has eftabliflied a kind of ju- 
dicature among his people, but he 
is not powerful enough to be able 
to exert it with all the rigour 
which the ferocity of this people 
would require. Accordingly, po- 
pulation 
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pulation diminifhes here daily. At 
ttet time the number of inhabi- 
tants amounted to i 16,000 men ; 
but at prefent we fiiould not cer- 
tainly find an equal number there. 
It would be neceflaryto re-efiablilh 
harmony in all the orders of the 
ftate, confounded together. The 
right of nobility has been taken 
away by the Genoefe from the 
mod ancient families, fo thatthere 
is now fcarce any.difference be- 
tween thofe who have formerly 
been gentlemen* and the peafants. 
There Were no more offices, nO 
kind of education for children ; 
and the republic would not ad- 
mit them to any ecciefiaftital or 
military dignities* Their new 
chief has repaired all thefe disor- 
ders as well as he was able, that 
is to fay, he has prevented them 
from iitcreafing as much as they 
btherwife would. His precarious 
authority, ever tottering-^his life 
evfcn Cvery inftant in danger~ 
have not permitted him to do all 
the good he wifhed, and of which 
his geniils and wifdom rendered 
him capable. 

As for the reft, you may eafily 
Conceive* Sir, by this account, 
from whence ariles the invincible 
hatred of the Corficans againft 
the republic i the latter feems to 
have exerted every effort to de- 
ftroy thefe people 5 they had even 
forbidden them every kind of 
trade : annually feifced upon their 
oils and other commodities at a 
very low price* and made them 
pay very dear for fait, iron, cop- 
per, and the other articles they 
might want. In a> word* they 
were treated more like favages, 
whom it' was intended to exter- 
minate, than like fubjeCts who 
were to be protected. It is to be 
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hoped that our chafaCter of mild- 
nefs, the wifdom of our govern- 
ment, and the goodtiefs of our 
laws, will repair fo many evils* 
and will make tfcft new kingdom 
of Corfica fenfible of the bappi- 
nefs of living under the dominioii 
of Lewis the well- beloved. 


The Prefatory Introdvftm t$ 
Scheele’s Chemical Objervatmi 
land Expei intents on Atr % dnd Fire . 
Written b} Sir Torbern Berg- 
man (Knight of the Order j 
Wafa, Profejfor tf Chemifry id 
the Univerfty of Upfal, F. R, Si 
(Ac.) 

T HE fcience of nature feems 
to have three degrees. The 
firft fixes our attention to the #*/• 
fides, and teaches us to colled 
external characters, in order to 
enable us to diitinguifli various 
natural bodies j and this is the 
proper objeCt of natural history. 
If we penetrate (till deeper by our 
contemplation, and examine the 
general qualities of matter (its ex- 
tenfion, impenetrability and vis 
inertia) in regarcT to its peculiar 
relations ; it is that which is com- 
monly called natural philofophy 
(Phyfica). But chemiftry is the 
inheimofi party fince it examines 
the material elements, their mix^ 
tures, and proportions to one an- 
other. The firft teaches us the 
elementary rudiments, the alpha- 
bet of the great book of nature j 
the fecotid inftruCts in fpellingj 
and the third, to read diftindly* 
The two firft therefore are no 
more than fubfidiary Sciences, 
which conduct us to the iaft, as 
the proper great objeCL 

Since ail fingle qualities of 
bodies 
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todies depend upon their ftru&ure 
and compoiition ; it follows ne- 
ceflarily, that all our occupa- 
tions with material and corporeal 
fabftances* never can obtain afiy 
degree of perfe&ion, without the 
affiftance of natural philofophy. 
And fince commonly the proper 
intention of our occupations is di- 
reded either to our health, the 
neeeflaries of life, or our com- 
fort, three different clafTes of 
practical fciences are from thence 
derived, medicine, hufbandry, and 
the arts. We fhall in the mod 
concife manner confider the con- 
nection of chemiftfy with each 
of them. 

In the times when chemiftry 
was chiefly founded on various 
nonfenfical hypothefes, and was 
nevtrthelefs applied with a blind 
zeal and the moft perfeCt confi- 
dence not only to the cure of all 
infirmities and difeafes, but even 
to the obtaining of immortality 
itfelf j then it could be produc- 
tive of nothing but detriment and 
mifehief in the fcience of phyfic. 

We have no knowledge of bo- 
dies a priori: every intelligence 
about them, muft be acquired by 
proper obfervations and experi- 
ments. But to difeover and pur- 
fue fuch experiments as really il- 
luftrate the point we are in fearch 
of, requires not only fkill, and a 
peculiar application, but alfo the 
moft impartial love of truth * in 
order not to be enfnared by the 
plea fingde fire of drawing general 
conclufions from a few data of 
precarious certainty. It leflens no 
doubt our trouble, and flatters 
our vanity, to be able to difclofe 
in a moment the whole courfe of 
nature. Man is befides naturally 
indolent, and much inclined to 
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be captivated by imagination more 
than by reality. The confeffion, 
therefore, that we really know no 
more than what we know, is even 
in our days, when the experimen- 
tal method is confidered as the 
only right and true method, very 
difficult and humiliating: but 
fince all fciences have their roads 
of error, their abufes add follies 
(which unfortunately always fe- 
duce the greater part of mankind)* 
it is chiefly owing to this preci- 
pitation and fancy* that fuph 
monfters are proditced. 

Every thing going forward in 
our body* is done either in a 
mechanical or in a chemical way £ 
fince the operations of the imma- 
terial foul having nothing to do 
with it. Our food is diflolved 
and changed on its road in paf- 
fing from the mouth through the 
ftomach, entrails, and other in* 
teftines, by means of the faliva i 
the liquor gajlricus y the gall, the 
chyle, &c. fo that in feveral 
places various matters are pre* 
pared, all of which are necelfary 
for the increafe and fypport of 
the machine I The lungs more- 
over add by their conftant motion* 
various fubtle particles by means 
of the abforbing veflels, and again 
by the exhaling veffels, carry off 
others. The leaft irregularity in 
all thefe natural functions, lays 
of courfe the foundation for many 
infirmities and difeafes. Thefe 
'ought to be prevented or cured 
by fuch medicines as have nothing, 
noxious in other refpe&s capable 
of obftruefting the main tendency, 
afnd which contain nothing fuper- 
fluous ; for if they were even in 
themfelves harmlefs, they might 
however become hurtful by their 
quantity. It is therefore no. 

doubt 
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doubt a great advantage, to be 
able to concentrate the powers of 
feverai ounces into a few grains. 

Did we exactly know, after 
chemical principles, the natuial 
functions going forward in the 
body, the caufes of difeafes, and 
the, effe&s of medicines ; ehe- 
miftry would mod certainly ope- 
rate miracles. 

But I forefee already what may 
be objected to this affertion with 
fomc reafon, viz. “ Though fuch 
knowledge would be a molt excel- 
lent thing, it would however be 
rather the objeCl of wiffies than 
fuch as might be fuppofed or 
hoped for i in the human body 
every operation goes forward very 
fecretly ; nor is there any glafs 
window to admit the refearches 
of the inquifitive : it is by no 
means right to play with the lives 
of men* and it would be highly 
unjuftifiable to endanger them by 
uncertain' experiments, See .' 9 I 
reply, this is perfectly right ; at 
the fame time it by no means 
judifies us in neglecting the right 
means of obtaining information ; 
and dill lefs in treating them with 
contempt. Whatfoevcr is diffi- 
cult, is not therefore impoffible 
always. The more invedigation 
and trouble an invention cofts, 
*the more honour may be obtain- 
ed by it ; efpecially if it has for 
its objeCl, healtji, the moft pre- 
cious enjoyment a man can be 
bleffed with. If a man be only 
poflefled of a truly fundamental 
knowledge, many things may be 
difeovered without the lead dan- 
ger. Higher chemidry has dif- 
eovered many and various new 
manipulations, and by recalling 
to our minds one or the other in- 
dance, we (hall be enabled to 


judge what more may with reaiort 
be expeCled. 

Several kinds of difeafes fpread 
devaftation over extenfive coun- 
. tries, over people of all ranks and 
denominations ; without being 
however infectious in themfelves. 
Thefe cannot, properly fpeaking, 
be derived from the mode of liv- 
ing; which in thofe who are at- 
tacked with the evil, is widely 
different ; there mud therefore 
exid a general caufe, which af- 
feCts equally the richer and the 
poorer. T he atmofpbcre is the fame 
for all; during feverai years its 
weight and temperature have been 
obferved ; and this has furnifhed 
feverai explications, which how- 
ever are not fatisfaCtory for the 
explanation of all its phenomena. 
Its conftituent parts therefore 
ought to be better known. The 
vapours and heterogeneous parti- 
cles are different in regard to 
quantity, as well as to quality. 
Bcfides chemiftry teaches us, that 
this eladic fluid furrounding our 
globe, is at all times, and every 
where, a compound of three very 
different fubdances, viz. of good 
air, foul air, and aerial acid. 
The fir ft is called by Dr. Prieftley, 
if not wrongly, however fome- 
what i m pro p e rly , pblcgifticatcd air. 
Mr. Scbeele calls it with more rea- 
fon empyreal air (fire air;, fince 
this alone gives life to fire, when 
the other two kinds of air extin- 
guifh the flame of a candle or fire. 
The lad kind is commonly called 
fixed air : but I flatter myfelf to 
have fatisfaCforily provfed by ex- 
periments, that it is a peculiar 
acid. The nature of the fitfi 
kind, has as yet been very little 
inveftigated ; however by analogy 
it feems to be hardly anything 
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but good air, which 'is corrupted 
either bv a fuperfluity of inflam - 
liable fubftance, or perhaps by a 
want of it. It will however be 
flill difficult to decide which of 
the two above prooofitions is the 
true one. — Of thefe three divi- 
fions, the aerial acid always bears 
the lead proportion, and fearcely 
makes the fifteen th part of the 
bulk of the atmofphere, at lead 
on the fur face of our globe: the 
foul air is always in the greated 
proportion ; artd by far • more, 
than the pure or good air. 

The various effects of each of 
thefe three fubdances upon ani- 
mal bodies, are dill involved in 
impenetrable darknefs. ‘ he good 
air fit for 1 efpiration, ought how- 
ever to be excellent in its opera- 
tions, fince without it, it is im- 
poffible to live. It has been be 
lieved, that it contained an in- 
difpenfably neeefTiry vivifying 
food; which never has been prov- 
ed, at lead it feems not to be of 
an tlcdric nature. It might per 
haps foon be poffible to decide by 
experiments, whether this 'good 
air carries off noxious, efpeciaily 
phlogiftic particles; fince the air 
which has been expired from the 
lungs, is unfit for refpiration, and 
isfimilar to that which has been 
phlogidicated. We fliall then 
likewife be informed, whether 
that which, makes . the greater 
j)art of tMjfcnofphere, if it be 
infpired f^TOfelf, becomes fatal, 
for the ?eafoo that it has been 
pfevioufly faturated with hetero' 
geneous bodies, and is thence in-, 
capaciated for carrying off any 
particles from the lungs. Perhaps 
the aerial acid becomes an unfit 
vehicle for thefe articles, and is 
itfelf originally formed without 
Vol. XXIV. 
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them; however it is not yet af- 
•certained in what manner this air 
aCts* but thus much is certain* 
that it dedr^ys alhii ritability. I 
have, from animals killed by it, 
before they were grown cold, ex- 
tracted the heart, in which it was 
impo-lible to raife the lead irri- 
tability. eitherwith the mod pow- 
erful menjhun\ or the fire, or 
fi a I pels. If mufcular fibres were 
the chief cauie of the motion of 
the lungs, it would not be diffi- 
cult to find out the intimate caufie 
of death ; but fince its ftruChire is. 
formed of quite different fub- 
dances, the greated ditii ult its * 
prefent themfelves. By ^experi- 
ments however it might be eafy 
to afeertain, whether the aerial 
acid and foul air aCt in the fa ne 
manner. It would therefore be 
neceffary to iir'edigate, w .ether 
irritability (by all appearance la 
very necefTary for the whole ceco- 
nomy of animal bodies) is not 
likewife dedroyed in filth ani- 
mals as have been fuffocated and 
killed indantaneouflv by that air, 
which had been corrupted bv re- 
fpisation, fire, or other means, 
biuce the air returning from the 
lungs, by expiration, is always 
blended with <-»£. ial and; it would 
be neceflary, in order to avoid all 
ambiguity, entirely to free the * 
foul air of the aerial acid by 
means of lime-water, before any 
experiments were made with it. 

1 hope foon to have an opportu- 
nity of making them. If then, 
contrary to expectation* the re- 
fult fhews, that they both a Cl in 
the tame manner, it would feem- 
ingly follow from thence, that 
thele two fluids, fo very didinCt 
in their nature, aCt however by 
the fame common unfitnefs, either 
G , for 
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for carrying off from the fullgs fervations on aerial acid bare al- 1 
the noxious particles, or intro- ready ipread a new light on the 
ducifig into them a vivifying pa- method of aflaying'and imitating, i 
bulum . But, however noxious by art, medicated waters; and | 
aerial acid is for found lungs, it on their application and ufe in * 
is nevertheless of great utility in the cure of the fcurvy, and other j 
the prim* wi>. Purulent lungs internal putrid difeafes. Tbe true j 
not only bear aerial acid, but analyfis of the 1 calculi from the I 
they are even cured by it : and no kidneys and bladder, has enabled ' j 
fooner is the cure performed, thaii us to judge with precifion of the ' 
its inhalation becomes again dan- beft remedies againft the gravel. 1 
gerous. But though there be ever The difcovery of the inner conflW 1 
?o much left for inveftigation, we tution of arfenic, made us bettor 
may apply that for ufe which has acquainted with the manner ; by 4 
already been difcovered. It is for which its dreadful cffe&s are pro- i 
indance well known, that the air duced ; and thereby the beft | 
of the atmofphere may be exa- means were pointed out, both to . 
mined id regard to its fitnefs for extinguifti its poifonous quality, \ 
refpiration ; a difcovery which and likewife to mitigate and di- 
bids fair to yield, in a very (hort red its effect for better purpofe. ] 
time, the poft important illuftra- — How Amplified are at prefent j 
tions. If fuch obfervations were many compounded remedies; and ’ 
made at the fame time in dwell- how fafe and little perilous, ale j 
ing-rooms, infirmaries, and the many preparations of the mflft < 
open air, and were continued acrid and corrofive fubftanctt? 1 
with fome degree of accuracy, we How many abfurd mixtures, do* j 
Ihould certainly difcover the caufes compounding and rountera&tBg ' 
of many phenomena, which hi- themfelves, have not of late been \ 
therto have remained inexplica- rejeded? How many falfe theories J 
ble. Thus much we know al- of difeafes, and their caufps, ajfc 
ready ; that wounds and ulcers there not daily expofed, and 
are with difficulty kept from go- fhewn to be without any fottp- ? 
ing into mortification in corrupt- dation, by means of chemifcyf 
ed, foul air; whereas, on the other Sugar was faid to contain few* 
fide, the immenfely acute pains in order to account for certain & 
accompanying the cancer (that ftds aferibed to iugar; though it 
dreadful ailment) are in a few days contains not an atom of it. Tbe , 

• not only mitigated and affiwaged calculi of the kidneys and tie ^ 
by the external ufe of aerial acid, . bladder were faid tdfifeakarcotis; 
but the Ioathfome aperture is alio though they contsMHt the moft 
confiderabJy diminifhed. only one half of calcareous fiib- | 

compafs of a preface not only fiance. And fo in many molt to* \ 
prevents me from entering into a fiances, which it would be Wofc* 
fuller difeuffion of this important dious to enumerate.. Laftiy, boy | 
fubjeft, but alfo from producing would it bepofhbletodifcoverand | 
more inftances of its utility; I to fubjeft to controul the varWtfr , 
cannot help however mentioning noftrums^ quack- medicihes, cheats, ' 
in a few words only, that the ob- negle&s, and other monften of j 
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the medical fcience, without the 
application of a chemical analv- 
lis? The mufes are not without 
reafon thought to be filters ; and 
they are a mod excellent emblem 
of that harmonic union, by which 
all tha fcienccs mutually aflift orte 
another; and without which they 
never- can attain any degree of 
perfection. 

Next to health, there is no- 
thing more prefling and neceflary 
than common food . In order to 
convince us of the utility produced 
by chemiftry in regard to the ne- 
cefTaries of life, we fliall only take 
a view of agricultwty that mod 
antient and noble occupation. 
— If we confult Columella , and 
many of the mod antient writ- 
ers on hufbandry, we find to our 
humiliation and fhame, that they 
Were as well inftruCted as us, if 
not better ; though in later times 
fomuch pains have been taken, fo 
many encouragements have been 
given, and fo many rewards have 
Deen diftributed. This ought 
to beconfidered in the following 
manner: The great Lord of na- 
ture has fo bountifully taken care 
of us, that corn grows without 
any great care and knowledge. 
The improvements which this art 
in general is capable of from 
experience and collected experi- 
ments, are likewife foon enough 
acquired ; and in this (late it re- 
mains tiUatjK fcience of nature 
throws a ■Sight upon it. They 
are two TCty diftinCt things, to 
raife corn on a certain piece of 
ground, and to raife as much 
corn as will poffibly grow there : 
— The laft defideratum is' not 
always obtained by ploughing, 
ditching and manuring; for fcre- 
fides thefe mechanical operations, 
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there are two things more requir- 
ed : fuch a mixture as will af- 
ford to the vegetables not only 
proper nourifhment ; but alfo-fuch 
a one as keeps humidity as long 
as the ufual drought makes it re- 
quifite; for nothing grows, even 
in the moft exquifite foil, with- 
out water. The beft compound, 
therefore, ought to be adapted to 
the nature of the foil, the expo- 
fure, the climate, and the com- 
mon temperature of the weather; 
as 1 have proved mo r e at large in 
another place. In the mean time 
it will be eafily found, that che- 
miftry is of the fame importance 
to agriculture, and all the more 
particular branches of rural ceco- 
nomy, that aftronomy is to navi- 
gation . 

The arts and mechanical trades, 
are occupied with the meliora- 
tion of raw materials. One part 
of them, from beginning to end, is 
a feries of chemical operations ; 
others are more mechanical ; 
however there is hardly one of 
them which contains not one or 
more problems whofe more per- 
fect folution depends upon che- 
miftry only. What a number of 
years mu ft have elapfed before 
they arrived by chance only, or 
by unpremeditated experiments, 
to their prefent perfection ; or be- 
fore they learned to avoid all oc- 
curring inconveniences. A per- 
fect knowledge of the raw mate- 
rials, often furniflies the beft in- 
ftruCtions, in a direCt way. And 
it has been hitherto a great mif- 
fortune, that the practical part 
of the arts 'has been kept very 
fecret: but lince the French Aca- 
demy of Sciences has begun to 
remove this obftable, we have the 
moft certain expectations of their 

G z quick 
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quick and amazing progrefs, by 
the afliftance of the frience of 
nature. Without the knowledge, 
of the true caufes and their con- 
nexions, it is impoffible either to 
obviate or to remove all the ob- 
fiacles atifing from chance or ac- 
cidental circumftances. 

From what has been faid in a 
few words, it mult evidently ap- 
pear, that chemidry, in a peculiar 
man: er, throws a great light on 
all mechanical trades, concerned 
with corporeal fubdances; how- 
ever the property of the fubjeX 
itfelf teems to prefcribe limits to 
this fcience. The quality of our 
fenfes, even when affided and im- 
proved by art, will not let us pe- 
netrate, fa i ther than to a certain 
point. The fubtlenefs of our in- 
flruments is inlufficient, and the 
bed become at lad ufelefs. All 
thefe difficulties are dill more in- 
created, from the mod lubtle par- 
ticles which cannot well fall un- 
der the examination of our bare 
fenfes. having not only the great - 
ed adhefion, and conftqiiently ex- 
ert ifing the greared lefidance to 
the attempts of dividing them, 
but alfo affording the mod effec- 
tual and active means for this 
end. How imperfeX therefore, 
'mud be our mod perfeX know- 
ledge of the mydenes of nature? 

This is all perfeXiy right; and 
the pretenfion is fuprcmdy filly, 
to be able at a future ptriod to 
inved:ga»e the fii d pow ers, which 
the Creator has etlabliflud at the 
creation and for the prelei ration 
cf the mareiinl world. Such a 
teience is too abdruf’e, and reaches 
beyond our attainment; it is re- 
fervtd for the power of the Cre- 
ator, and not for that of a crea- 
ture. Eut it by no means £oi- 
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lows, that chemidry fbould not 
be able to difclofe to our eyes 
many a feede of wonders. Could 
we only difeover with certainty* 
the elementary principles of bo- 
dies (pi incipia proxima) together j 
with their connexions and pro- ( 
portions, chemidry would be able J 
to do great things. : 

From the mod early periods, 
certain fubdances were thought 
to be fo fimple, that art gave up 
all hopes or anafyfing them any 
further, and thefe were therefore 
confidered as the Jiamina prim* 
Such are more efpeciaJly the four 
Aridotelic dements, earth, water, 
air, and fire: to difeover the com- I 
pofition of which is the bufidefc 
of higher and , more refined che- 
midi y. Let us therefore examine, 
whether all hopes are entirely loft 1 
of difeovering any thing hens.— 
Earth is the fixed pri ft ci pie, which 
remains after the fire has exerted 
its dedroyiifg power againR a 
body, and which is not folubie fa 
water in the common way. This 
is the coarfed of all the four com- ' 
nion elements, and makes but a , 
fmall part of the bodies. , What- 
ever analysis has hitherto been 
able to edablifh with certsitity, 
may be reduced to this 5 tbit 
earth (which after all proves fo 
be of different fubdances) is hj 
no means the fame matter, nor 
homogeneous, but acompoOndof i 
feveral; and is foi^HL be^mtnfe 
or lefs of a faline HR, at lead j 
it is fo on the fui face of our globe, - I 
in its mod puie date. There 
have been found fix different fpe- ] 
ties; having all quite different 
properties, and which hitherto 
have neither been decompound*! j 
into more fimple, nor beenchang- 
ed into another : viz. 1. Thettrii j 
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of the ponderous /par ; 2 . calca 
rebus earth ; 3 . magnolia ; 4. clay ; 
5 . fltceous earth \ and 6. earth of 
gems. I have in another place 
mentioned the cha rafter i flics of 
them. Whether thefe, which till 
a further inveftigation may be 
called primitive earths , are really 
different, or only varieties of the 
fame,. I cannot tell ; the laft opt- 
nion Teems to be th£ moft fi triple. 
I have however before obferved 
the dangerous error of limiting 
the order of nature to our confined 
ideas. The conclufion ought not 
to be formed before the premifes 
are ascertained by experiments. 
Patience and affiduous application 
may perhaps in future times make 
difcoveries; fince we have at leaft 
feme confiderable number of no- 
tions about their properties, by 
which a great deal is already 
gained. But fince the acid of 
fluor and water, meeting one an- 
other in the form of vapours, coa- 
gulate into filiceous earth; and 
acid of arfenic with phlogifton 
coagulate into folid white arfenic; 
there is fome indication that ter- 
reous fubftances, as well as me- 
tallic calces, may 1 be Confidered 
in their firft principles as acids; 
which in the firft cafe are become 
fixed by water, and in the laft by 
phlogifton. Thus much at leaft 
is certain, that nature has indi- 
cated itfelfjg be poftefled of an 
abundancMW variety of acids; 
and that ^Particularly employs 
them in its various operations. 

Water is ftill more fubtie, and 
with more difficulty decompound- 
ed. Upon more accurate exami- 
nation we find, that the experi- 
ments according to which it was 
imagined, that water could be 
changed into earth, do by no 
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means prove that which in the 
beginning had be*n fufpefted of 
them. It is generally known, 
that heat caufes peculiar changes 
in water. The particles of water 
ftrongly attraft the particles of 
heat; and after they have been 
charged with, or enveloped by a 
certain quantity of them, this 
compounded matter becomes fo 
eafily moveable, that its fur face 
endeavours conftantly to form a 
horizontal line; it has a great fi- 
milarirv with a fubtie earth melt- 
ed by fire. If you diminifh the 
heat, by which operation the fur- 
face of the particles either come 
in contaft, and by their friftion 
hinder this reciprocal motion, or 
the elafticity and power of repui- 
fion is fufficientlv diminifhed by 
the feparatron 01 one of thefe ele- 
mentary principles, then the mafs 
becomes indurated and ice is 
formed. It is not yet determin- 
ed, which of thefe caufes is here 
prevalent. If ice is to be melted, 
a quantity of the employed heat 
is loft, amounting to very near 
72° of our thermometers, and 
forms a kind of fattiration ; fo 
that its effeft is concealed by its 
union with the ice, aimoft ip the 
fame manner as if an acid were 
hindered from exercifing its cha- 
rafteriftic properties by a fatura- 
tion with alkalies. The fame 
takes place with quicklime : it 
contains he*t, which is inaftive 
till a ftronger eleftive attraftion 
fets free and expels it. By the 
abforption of 72 0 of heat, ice, is 
made fluid; that which it receives 
beyond it is fuperfluous,; which 
may be eafily obferved, in the 
fame manner as in adding an acid 
to a neutral fait : the water ex- 
pands, grows warmer, more fub- 
G } . Ue, 
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tie, more penetrating, moveable, 
and light. If the quantify of 
heat is accumulated till it be- 
comes equal to ioo°, it is dif- 
folved into elaftic vapours; fome 
of which are already generattd 
before the degree of heat is equal 
to ioo*?; but fo much the lefs, 
the lefs the quantity of heat ex- 
ceeds the abovementioned degree 
of faturation.— In the very mo- 
ment they are feparated from the 
mafs it cools; for all evaporation 
generates cold. Does this cold 
arife becaufe the increafed volume 
requires more to its faturation, 
and can in confequence of its ef- 
fect, fix more heat than before ? 
Or is the heat (which was united 
to the water and was increafed to 
a certain degree) now enabled to 
confolidate itfelf clofer and in 
greater abundance, and to carry 
off in confequence that part of the 
water which is neareft at hand ? 
— This is what experiments have 
taught us of the compofition of 
water; plainly demonftrating that 
it by no means ought to be con- 
sidered as a fimple lubftance. 

I have before mentioned fome- 
thing about air, and proved, that 
the fubftance commonly called by 
that name, is by no means a fmi- 
pie and homogeneous body. I 
need not likewife be prolix on 
this, and the thus called fourth 
element or fire ; fince thefe two 
are the objeCts of the following 
performance; — whofe author, Mr. 
Scheele, has great merit in che- 
mifiry by feveral important dif- 
coveries; all his inquiries (hewing 
not only his reflection and rea- 
foning, but alfo a peculiar fkill 
and perfeverance in invefligating 
truth, both by analyfis and by 
fy nthefis, Nenvion's difcovery to 
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dfvide light (the infinitely fubtle { 
light) into colours, has opened 
the way to many very curious 
mvfteries of nature, though it was 
no more than a mechanical drvi- 
fion. Mr Scheele difclofes a more 
fubtle, becaufe a chemical ana- 
lyfis ; which inftruCts us not only 
about light, but alfo about fire; 
whofe explication has- hitherto 
been the crux pbilofopbia . 1 have, 
with feveral alterations, repeated 
his pr i nci pal experi ments on whfcfc 
he grounds hi$ doCtrine on this 
fubjeCt, and found them perfe&ly 
accurate. Though in fome left 
material circumftances a nearer 
confirmation might become nc- * 
ceffary ; it does however no in- 
jury to the main fubjeCt ; which is 
grounded on feveral correfpond- : 
ing experiments. Heat, fire, and 
light, are, in regard to the elemen- J 
tary principle, the fame with good 
air and phlogifton ; but their l 
proportion, and perhaps the man- ! 
ner of their compofition, caufe 
the great difference. Phlogifton 
feems to be a real elementary j 

principle, which enters the chief l 
part of fubftances, and adheres to 
them moft obftinately. There are 
feveral means to feparate it more 
or lefs perfedly: of thofe known 
fubftances, good air is moft ac- 
tive; for which reafon, I put its 
fign at the very top of the column 
of phlogifton in n n]LjjgP table of 
attractions ; what iHhnnot do 
fuddenly, is howevePoone gra- J 
dually by the intervention of fa- 
vourable circumftances. 

How interefting the more re- 
fined chemiftry is, will not be ne* ! 
ceflary to prove more circumftan- j 
tially on the prefent occafion. It J 
requires a great deal of prejudice, J 
or the greateft ignorance, to treat 
* it 
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it with contempt under the fpe- 
cious pretence of unneceflary re- 
finement and fubtleties. Earth, 
water, air, heat, light, and many 

* more fuch fubtle fubftances are 
every where to be met with; and 

. ?s long as their properties re- 

* main unknown, the effects both 
of nature and art, muft remain 

I involved in the mod perfedfc ob- 
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fcurity. In chemiftry, there are 
hone of the veritaUs otiof * ; the 
lead phenomenon, when exa- 
mined in all its caufes, is always 
connected with others of the 
greateft importance ; in fuch a 
manner, that every thing is Ihewn 
connected in the great oeconomy 
of nature* 
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Ohfervations on the Dyfentery of the 
Indies, by B. Mofelev, 
Surgeon at Kingfton in Jamaica; 
wuh bis new and fuccefsjul Man- 
ner oj treating it. 

T HE caufes of all difeafes, 
well underftood and pro- 
perly confdered, point to their 

cure. It is an obfervation of 

the great Sydenham, that “ he 
nevt r was at a lofs to preferibe 
for a difeafe, wiien he knew the 
caufe of it,” and that he always 
preferibed with caution until he 
fead found it. 

The diforder in queftion has 
been, I believe, most cenfidered 
from its effects, its remote, and 
concurrent caufts than from its 
immediate caufe : hence we 'may 
account for the intfficacy of the 
various attempts to Cure it. 

' The p^n of writers has done 
little more in the bloody fh.x, 
than recoid the times and places 
when and where it proved mod 
fatal ; the aj pearance it put on ; 
its lympu.ms ; its devsftation ; 
variety of modes of tieatment 
tb-u had no cei tain furrels : now 
and tlun a remarkable cafe, and 
the phenomena difeovered on 
dille&ing the dead, 


The great -author above men- * 
tioned, following nature as an 
unerring guide, never flopped at 
effe&s, but proceeded on to the 
caufes of difea es ; and aflifted the 
means employed by nature tore* l 
move them, or fubflitute afafcr[ 
and better me hod ; — to which 
principle the world is indebted 
for that ineftimable work that 
can only perifli with it ; a work 
founded in nature, on a bafis ap- 
plicable to all climes; that (lands 
as the Palladium of phyfic againft 
the fuperftitious errors of the mid- 
dle ages, a ad the ingenious chi 
nieras of later times ; — he difeo- 
vered the dyfentery to be, u 
Jever of the Jtafon , or of it own 
kind \ turned ~in<wards upon tbt 
tefiinei and yet his fucceffors 
have made but little father ufe 
of this excellent aphorifm, tha 
quoting it, as their rules lai 
down for treating th^ljfeafefuf 
fkiently p ove. 

In the courfe of twelve yea 
experience in this ifland, and fro 
every account 1 have been ab 
to procure from all parts of 
Wr ft Indies, I have invariabl 
found the truth of Sydenham's op 
nion ; and have remarked that a 
{he flux diftmguifhes, by the mim 
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her of flools, the quantity, fo it 
does the (late of the fever of the 
feafon, when it prevails, or of 
the fubjeft difeafed ; the (lools 
being more frequent at thofe 
hours when fevers are in their ex- 
acerbation, and the reverfe when 
in their remiffion ; befides, their 
alternate fuccelfion is frequently 
obferved nor can it be doubted 
.ttiat this fever , like mod o hers, 
is caufed.by obf rutted perfpiration ; 
not confined to coid, hot, wet, 
or dry feafons, particular food, 
water, liquors, or fruit ; but 
chiefly depending on fudden tran- 
fitions, and fuch other caufes, as 
expofe people to have this dif- 
charge haflily flopped. 

I know that writers lay great 
ftrefs on exciting, and internal 
pre-difpofing caufes ; heat and 
moiflure ; s putrid ferments ; in- 
fe&ion, &c. &c. — but, upon a 
flri& examination, we fhall find, 
that there has been too much at- 
tention employed on thefe imagi- 
nary circumflances, whilfl the im - 
medi ae caufe , or primum mobile re- 
mains unnoticed. It is not to be 
doubted, that a conjunct oaufe is 
nectflary, otherwise obftru&ed 
perfpiration, the parent of fo ma- 
ny, would always produce the 
fame difeafe. 

The (kin being the great outlet 
for infenfibie perfpiration, which 
is faid by Santtorius to amount, 
in the tenri||rate clime of Italy, 
to five-eigntns of what is taken 
into the body, we cannot be fur- 
prifed at the violent efforts na- 
ture immediately makes, on the^ 
fudden fuppreflion of a habit of 
fuch extent : and*if we attend to 
the flools of fome patients, after 
the common contents of the bow- 
els are difeharged, before the 


blood-vefTels are broken, and at 
intervals when there is no mix- 
ture of blood or mucus, we {hall 
find, they are nothing but a fe- 
rous, acrid flu d. 

A* 1 have conffant T y pra&ifed 
in the opinion, that a flux is a 
certain fever of the inteffmes, and 
that this fevtr is caufed by the 
obferutted perfpirat\on being thrown 
there - fo I have ever found it re- 
lieved. by turning back that dif- 
charge to its natural c annel ; nor 
have 1 often found difficulty in 
removing it fpeedily, when takeo 
in the beginning. 

The common and fatal praclice, 
of attai king the difordtr in the 
bowels, with opiates and aftrin* 
gents, is^but aggravating the ef-- 
fe<5t, whilfl the caufe is entirely 
neglefted. 

Among the multitude formu- 
la proposed for the flux, Wi find 
J'nake root , Dover's powder, and 
other d aphoretic medicines ; but 
exhibited in furh a manne»*, that 
they muff often have produced 
more harm than good r however, 
it plainly demonftrates that the 
fkin has not been really looked to 
for relief, — much lefs has the pi o- 
cefs of fwearing been confinered 
as the only one to be relied on 

Sir John Pringle recommends 
ipecacuanha in final i dofes, united 
with philonium and opium \ — Dr. 
Huck^and many others, 4 a couife 
of ipecacuanha in ftages of the dif- 
eafe when the inflammatory fymp- 
toms are over ; tl e good effects 
are attributed to aftringency 
but, with the greateft deference 
pollible tp fuch authority. I be- 
lieve ipecacuanha incieafes the ten- 
dency of the hurpours to the fkin, 
and therein confifls its ufe in 
fluxes. I apprehend that no aflriti- 

gent f 
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gent, (imply as fuch, will often 
be found proper in fluxes this 
is daily evinced by gangienes, 
obftinate obftruftions, and fuell- 
ings, which arife when a flux 
has been injudicioufly flopped by 
them ; a flux being in its firft 
Uages “ a fever of the initjtines” 
and in every ftage an increafe of 
one difeharge, fr6m the diminu- 
tion of another. 

Monfieur De Senac gave emetic 
tartar in fmall dofes ; but he ex- 
preflly fays, he gave it as a laxa- 
tive, to keep up a free paflage 
from the ftomach to the re flam . — 
It is a common practice to give 
the glafs % and other preparations 
of antimony , in cafual dofes, and 
uncertain periods ; but the ope- 
ration is always intended fdr the 
firft paflages.. — In this praftice, 
though the prim<t vice are fo De- 
cenary to be cleanfed, I attribute 
the principal fuccefs to the eflfefts 
which antimortiah produce, in 
opening the obftrufted capillaries, 
and preventing a reflux of hu 7 
mours to the bowels ; for often in 
fluxes, when, from carelefTnefs 
and cold, antimonials have had 
their whole force and aftion turn- 
ed upon the bowels, they have 
increafed the determination of the 
fluids there, and brought on fud- 
den death; and in fevers alfo, 
the ftomach is fometimes deftroyed 
by them.-— When emetic tartar 
is injudicioufly given to young, 
irritable, plethoric people, in the 
beginning of a fever, and pre- 
vious to proper evacuations, in- 
ftead of exciting a diaphoresis, a 
fpafm is produced in the £omach, 
inceflant vomiting, inflammation, 
the veflels of the thorax and head 
are ftifled with blood, and the pa- 
tient vomits away his life. 


The aftivity of emetic tartar, 
makes the direction of it difficult : 
it is in many refpefts a dangerous 
medicine in hot climates, the 
nervous fyftem being fo irritable 
— except merely as an emetic; — 
it has done much mifehief when 
employed in fevers; the regnline 
virulence of the antimony being 
combined with acid, makes its 
operation, as a fudorific, very pre- 
carious ; and it often proves ratal 
to the ftomach. 

Such preparations of antimony 
as, from the effefts, I (hould fup- 
pofe James's powder to be, that 
have its phlogifton mitigated, and 
the reguline part capable of ac- 
tion, from acidity, are beft in fe- 
vers, being moil certainly fudori- 
fic ; their operation on the fto- 
mach or bowels confiderably der 
pends on th 6 ftateof the humours 
contained there, and they princi- 
pally become active when nature 
requires it. 

Dr. Cullen obi efts, that the 
dofes of thefe preparations of an- 
timony, cannot be fo well afeer- 
tained, as its folution by the ve- 
getable acid ; for which reafon he 
prefers the emetic tartar for ufe. 
— It muft be admitted, that emetic 
tartar is a certain vomit, and 
when given for that purpofe the 
dofe is eafily afeertained ; — but as 
it afts immediately on the fto- 
mach, it is frequently impoffible 
to produce any other 4jfeft by it, 
dole it how you will.— This learn- 
ed phyfician has greatly contri- 
buted to the general ufe of ettie- 
tic tartar ; — the abufe of it has 
arife n from our refpeft to his 
charafter. 

When we obferve with what 
circumfpeftion and prudence the 
molt enlightened and fcientifjcin* 
troauce 
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troduce t'neir reflexions, we fhould 
learn that they apprehend wore 
from exceeding, than rejecting 
their do&rine. 

Dr. Cullen fuppofes, that the 
application of cold air, as a feda- 
tive, by abating the reaction of 
the vafcular fyftem, may be ufe- 
ful in fome circumftances of fe- 
ver ; but does not venture to pro- 
nounce in what yet we fee the 
extravagant practice of expofing 
patients indifcriminately in fevers, 
and other difeafes almoft fub dio, 
pot attended to, nor the mifchief 
it produces. 

A moderately cool, temperate 
air, is proper and neceflary in 
every fpecies of fever ; but if any 
thing beyond that degree is meant, 
it cannot be fupported by any rea- 
foning that applies to the imall- 
pox ; — though this gave rife to 
the Speculation, and many expe- 
riments on it, in the fouthern 
parts of Europe. * 

The fmall-pox fever is fui gene- 
m,and terminates in phlegmons ; 
it requires a treatment of its own. 
—For example, cooler air than is 
required in a Hate of health is 
neceflary 5 railing a fweat is pre- 
judicial, and often changes the 
diftinCfc into the confluent fort ; — 
on the contrary, in fevers, their 
folution is commonly by fweat: — 
cold air applied, as in the fmall- 
pox, impedes that folution, and 
changes an intermittent into a 
remittent, or both into a conti- 
nued fever. 

The preceding paragraph will 
pot be deemed digrefiive, as it 
is neceflary, to elucidate my fub- 
jeCt. 

It is not my intention to dif- 
pute the auxiliary aid that may 
Qccafionally be drawn from aro- 
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matics, wax, fuet, (oap, lime- 
water, calomel, various purga- 
tives, and even various aftringents, 
in certain conditions of a dyfen- 
tery, diarrhoea, or tenefmus ; or 
from rhubarb, abforbents and 
correctors, in unimportant com- 
plaints of the bowels, originating 
there from acrimony or crudities ; 
but to recommend a practice for 
removing the dyfentery, by means 
adequate to, and that correfpond 
with, its general caufe. 

It will occur to every practi- 
tioner, as my intention here is 
the ufe of fudorifics, that I mean, 
a careful continued courfe of tbew> 
to keep up a fweat, in extent pro- 
portioned to the violence of the dij - - 
eafe ; and not the trifling way of 
giving fmall doles, whilll the pa- 
tient is expofed, and their ope- 
ration difregafded. It will oc- 

cur alfo, that the fudorific employed 
mujl be fuit able to the fiature of the 
fluXy — the ft age of it , — the cotftitu - 
tion of the feafon , — and the habit of 
the patient . 

When I propofe a method, for 
the cure of this difeafe by a courfe 
of fudorifics, I am aware of no 
objection that can poflibly attend 
the novelty of the doCfrinc — ex- 
cept that it wants ihe'TanCtion of 
the fathers of phyfic, to oppofe 
the errors and prejudices of cuf- 
tom : — but that muft yield to 
foCts ; and the important confider- 
ation, that the fuccefs of the war, 
and the fafety of the colonies, 
depend on the prefervation of the 
troops ; among whom the flux has 
ever been found to make the moil 
dreadful havoc. 

As much depends on a conve- 
nient and proper hofpita), the fi- 
tuation and conftruCtion of it re- 
quire confideration. — An kofpi- 

ui 
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tal fhould not only be fitnated on 
a healrhfui fpot, but in the vici- 
nity of a market ; where good 
water, wood, and every neccfifary, 
can be fupplird without fatigue, 
delay, or trouble. The evils arif- 
in£ from the reverfe of this, re- 
quire no animadverfion : let us 
eonfider the evils of its improper 
condru<5lion ; inftead of being 
lofty and fpacious, we find the 
contrary mode is adopted ; and it 
is generally thought fufficient to 
have plenty of doors and windows, 
in all places appropriated for the 
fick ; thefe doors and windows 
are kept conftantly open to make 
the hofpital what is called airy . 

The cod of a good hofpital is 
nothing in the fcale of expence; 
it is a folecifm in (economy to 
have a bad one. A bad hofpital 
may deprive the flate, in a few 
months, of as many men as would 
amount, in political calculation, 
to a fum fufficient to build ten 
good ones. 

It cannot have efcaped the no- 
tice of any perfon that has refided 
in the Weft-Indies, .that fitting 
long in the confined direction of 
a breeze, . brings^ on a feverifh, 
ctifagreeable fenfation, and fome- 
times pains in the face, neck, 
joints, and a great degree of fe- 
ver : — How then mud it be ^with 
a patient, who, in the little huts 
of hofpitals, is placed at a door- 
way to prevent fufFocation, or 
raifed on a platform to the level 
of an open window, if he fhould 
break out in a critical fweat? The 
fweat is fuddenly flopped; and if 
death does not enfue, the difeafe 
(which, under the kind operation 
pf nature, would be finifhed in a 
flay or two) is lengthened out into 
jflonths. 


GISTER, 1781. 

Hofpitals and fick -rooms ought 
to be well ventilated; but as the 
fick fhould not be (lifted with 
heat, fo they fhould not haft 
currents of wind imprudently di- 
rected on their bodies in*tbb 
cafe, no difeafe can poffibly be 
thrown off, or complete a cri fishy 
the emun&ories of the fkin. How 
then can foldiers recover from 
fevers, chiefly from obftroded 
perfpi ration, expofed to a ftill 
increafing caufe?— Tothisfourte 
we may principally attribute the 
multitude of what are generally 
called convalefcents ; which in 
truth, for the mod part, are peo- 
ple labouring under chronic com- 
plaints from the impeded folu* 
tion of acute difeafes. 

Though I have continually op- 
portunities in my private prac- 
tice, to prove the extent or the 
do6lrine I advance, it is my in- 
tention to have the application of 
thefe obfervations underftood to 
belong to the military, and tbit 
degree of dyfentery which is no 
where to be feen but in thetf 
camps and garrifons: for which i 
reafon I fhall illudrate the fuh- 
jeCl with a fhort account of ibi 
bloody- flux, as it new ra^es a- 
mongfl the (l oops in this ifland, 
and particularly in the camp at 
Fort Cajiih % with the method I 
have happily found fuccefsful, in 
the treatment of thofe committed 
to my care, 

This flux will ap^rar to want 
a 1 mo ft: all the fuppofed remote 
caufes of a dyfentery* but it will 
be found with the immediate one 
common t6 all. 

The flate of the human frame* 
during fome months pad, hie 
undergone a multitude of diurnal 
tranfitions, from the abfence oir ' 
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prefence of a violent fea breeze : 
—the weather has been remark- 
ably dry and hot, and at times 
fuhry: — it was impoflible to ufe 
the lead exercife without being 
heated; and it was almoft impof- 
fible to get heated, without be- 
ing immediately chilled by the 
breeze. 

It is the foldier’s life to be 
mnch expofed, and it is his cuf- 
tom to be carelefs of himfelf : — 
when he fatigued or heated, he 
haftens to cool himfelf in the 
breeze or night air; and perhaps 
throws off his cloaths, and often 
lies down and deeps in that con- 
dition ; — if he is wet, he dries his 
cloaths, linen, and Ikin together : 
— by thefe means, perfpiration, 
the great fountain of health in 
hot climates, is fuddenly flopped, 
and febrile dried ures occupy the 
whole furface of the body. 

A flux following thefe data, 
wllldiftinguifh itfelf by an inflam- 
matory diathefis; and its progrefs 
will confequently be rapid. 

The general fymptoms are, a 
chillnefs in the beginning, fuc- 
ceed§d by feverifli heats grip- 
ings and frequent fmall motions ; 
fickriefs of the flomach, and form.*- 
times retchings ; copious purging 
foon follows, with green, brown, 
or yellow watery ftools; thefe are 
now mixed with, or fucceeded by, 
great difeharges of blood ; the 
ftools vary in faetor and appear- 
ance, according to the periods of 
fhe difeafe, or as they are morf 
or lefs retained r a condderabft 
degree of fever brings on the dif- 
eafe and accompanies it, with 
fome ; with others but little ; — 
‘fmall, bloody, fli my dools, con- 
tinually harafs the patient in the 
laft ftages, particularly at nights ; 

* 


the tongue is greatly furred, and 
fometimes of a brown or black 
colour; apthae appear but feldom. 
— This is the general account of 
thofe who experience the violence 
of the difeafe, and furvive the 
fii'fl week ; but many who were 
feized at the fitting in of the flux 
this fpring, perifhai within that 
time. 

The curative indications are— 
to caufc a revul/ion to the Jut fact ? of 
the body and to cleanfe the inteftinex : 
— The difeafe being rapid, the 
cure depends on performing thefe 
things as fpeedily as poflible. 

Experience having (hewn, that 
the common methods and medi- 
cines hitherto ufed, fall far fliort 
of obtaining the important point 
of jevuifion in proper time, and 
fupporting'it, rhe pradice will 
dill be deficient, if we cannot find 
means adequate to that purpofe. 

The induttive considerations 
are, to bleed whenever it can be 
done with fafety ; to cleanfe the 
primes via; to check' the impetus 
with which the circulation is de- 
termined on the inteflines, dif- 
tending and bin ding the coats of 
the veflels ; to remove the fpafm 
from the veflrls of the furface of 
the body, and to caufe a diver- 
fion there : all thefe mud be done 
immediately, that the revulfion 
may be effectual. 

Bleeding being an operation of 
great confequence in the flux, the 
cure is generally begun with it, 
repeating it as the fymptoms au- 
thorife : — there are but few in- 
dances where it may not fafely be 
done in the beginning of the dif- 
eafe ; the neceflity is obvious where 
the patient is young, plethoric, 
with fever and full pulfe. 

After bleeding, a vomit of ipe -• 
cacyanhck 
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cacudnba is to be given, which 
commonly reLieves the ftomacb 
from a load of acid, poraceous, 
bilious impurities ; — but our great 
expectation from vomiting is, that 
its aCtion on the mufcular fibres 
of the ftomach, forces open the 
extreme arterial capillaries, for- 
wards the circulation to the fdr- 
face of the body, and induces to 
fweat. — An opiate after its ope- 
ration is neceffary. 

After the vomit and opiate, it 
is proper to empty the bowels ; 
but with caution, in cafe the pa- 
tient is weak; and in fuch a man- 
ner as not toinr.reafe the deter- 
mination of the blood there, and 
divert it from the furface ; for 
then we fhould lofe the ground 
gained by the vomit, and coun- 
teract our principal defign. — An 
autimonial that aCts much upon 
the {kin, and purges at the fame 
time, is what I always ufe. 

The prim a via being cleanfed, 
and the revuifion begun, it muft 
be completed by fudorifics, that 
the difeafe may be thrown off by 
fweat. This will be effected by 
uniting an opiate with a diapho- 
retic, and adminiftering it as oc- 
cafion requires. Laudanum and 
antifhonial wine combined, is a 
medicine that caufes little or no 
irritation, and iS a pleafant and 
certain diaphoretic: it is always 
neceffary in the flux, when a 
fweat is intended by antimonial 
or othef emetic medicines in fmall 
dofes, to add laudanum, to take 
off their irritation ; by which 
means, their dofes and effeCts 
may be greatly extended. • 

James’s -powder is admirably 
well calculated to anfwer the firft 
intentions in this difeafe ; it pof- 
feffes this great advantage, that 
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though it (hall effeChially cleanfe 
the prima via properly given, if 
never fails to excite a plentiful 
fweat, and terminates on the {kin, 

— This double operation (if l 
mav fo call it) perhaps has made 
it lo decifive in obftinate fever*. 

When the efiapborefis is begun* 

I cover my patient with his blan- 
ket (which no foldier (bould be 
without), and take care that the 
wind is not admitted direCUy upon 
him. I do not fuffer him to uo* 
cover himfelf, but order what- 
ever he wants to be brought to 
him, and fupply him copioufy 
with warm mint, fage, balm, or 
oatmeal tea ; and now and ihca 
give him a bafon of gruel, or thin 
flour pap, with a fpoonful or two 
of good found white wine, asfict 
as poflible from acidity. 

When the fudorificproceftbaa 
been fuccefsfully continued, all 
the fymptoms grow milder; and 
if the patient breaks out in a raft,; 
or efflorefeent eruptions, of boilst 
the difeafe will foon vanifh. 

In cafe the flux continues ob- 
ftinate, and the fweats do not » 
on kindly, it will not only Jo 
requifite to carry off the morbific 
humours, by a dofe of the anti- 
monial purgative, but reptftNi 
vomits of ipecacuanha are to bt 
given. — In this cafe, the cita^ 
lation has not been enough . 
verted frdm the inteftines, to pro- 
duce a full and fufiicient dnpbo- ; 
i;efis ; it is therefore neceffary tH 
give a frefti impulfe to the fibftjjt ^ 
by the action of vomiting, for k 
vomiting, the a&iou of theft* ] 
mach, and the contraction of \ 
abdominal vifeera, forces the blood 
to the ftkface, and upper partsof 
the body. 

Another caufe of obftinacy it 

the 
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theflux, is indurated faeces lodged 
in theinteftines ; — and though the 
patient {hall have been repeatedly 
purged, and taken nothing but 
fluids during his illnefs, it is 
amazing what lumps of excre- 
ment will fometimes be brought 
away by a repetition of the anti- 
monial purgative, after an inter- 
val of feveral days ; — for which 
reafon, when the fweats have been 
plentiful, the pulfe moderate, and 
the flux ftill continues obftinate, 
we may fufpedf this to be the 
cafe. — The extraordinary appear- 
ance thefe balls of excrement 
fometimes acquire, from a long 
retention amongft difeafed fecre- 
tions, have induced fome to whim- 
fical fuppofitions concerning their 
caufe, and component principles. 

I purfue this method, regulat- 
ing it as occafion may require, or 
particul aroccurrences fuggeft, un- 
til the patient is in a condition 
for bark, and other tonjcs and 
corroborants. 

The flux will continue trou- 
blefome in fome fubje<fts, from 
mere weaknefs and relaxation of 
theveflels, without any material 
gfipings or feverifh fymptoms — 
here I never hefitate to give bark 
with fnake-root and wine. 

In all complaints of the bowels, 
particularly in the dyfentery, the 
bark lhould never be given in 
fubftance ; it caufes irritation, and 
gripings ; and either brings back 
the difeafe, or fills the patient 
with obftrii&ions i— a ftrong de- 
coction therefore is ever to be 
preferred. 

As the flux is always increafed 
at the approach of night ; fo, for 
fome time after, it has abated, the 
pulfe quickens, and the patient 
grows feverilh in the evening.— , 


ROJECTS. 95 

This is an admonition, that we 
fhould defifl from the bark, and 
give a gentle diaphoretic at night. 

The remaining acrimony, which 
fometimes keeps up a fmail irri- 
tation after every other fymptom 
is removed, may be cbrreCted with 
abforbents, and carried off before 
the ufe of the bark ; or at any 
fubfequent period, if it fliould re- 
cur, with rhubarb and magnefia, 
or any mild cathartic. 

During the convalefcent ftate 
of thofe who have been much re- 
duced, and to prevent a relapfe, 
a flannel fliirt or jacket, worn 
next the Ikin, is of Angular be- 
nefit. — When the bowels have 
fufFered confiderably by the flux, 
and cannot recover their tone, 
but from weaknefs are fubjeCt to 
returns of that complaint, or to 
diarrhoea or tenefmtis, on the leaft 
expofition to cold; a flannel jacket 
worn next the fkin will be found 
almoft a certain remedy, and 
preventive. — Such occafional 
cloathing is very ufeful to officers 
and foldierson fervicein hot cli- 
mates, expofed to rains, dews, or 
night air ; or to put on after hav- 
ing been wet, fatigued, or heated, 
that perforation may not be fud- 
denly checked, and that the body 
may cool gradually. 

It is to be obferved, when the 
attack is fudden and violent, it 
will be necefiary to overtake the 
difeafe with opiates and cordials, 
before any recourfe to its prin- 
ciples can be adopted ; otherwife 
the patient may be exhaufted and 
funk beyond the recovery of me- 
dicine. 

Here I cannot help expreffing 
my concern, that the aggravated 
fymptoms which return in the 
morning, have nor put an end to 

the 


Digitized by CjOCK^Ic 



96 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1781. 


the cuftom of giving pills of opium 
at night. — Whtn opium is given 
alone, and continued for any 
time, after its cordial effeds are 
over, it weakeus the veflels, in- 
jures the nerves, caiifo a ftran- 
gury, and lowers the powers of 
life: — the humours, inftead of be- 
ing diflipated, accumulate in the 
diieafed parts, that when the con- 
ftipation is off, the blood rufhes 
,forth with increafed violence, and 
accelerates the patient’s end. 

In the far advanced ftafe of the 
difeale, we find the me (enteric 
veflels and glands enlarged/ and 
•obft aided ; the gland ulae peye- 
rianae of the int ftmes thickened 
their coats tun.ified, relaxed, a-" 
kradtd, and haftuiing into a ftate 
of fpbaceianon : opium in this 
fituariou muft imreafe and multi- 
ply every evil. 

The real ufe of opium is, to ar- 
refi the hurry of the difeafe; to 
procure time to put fome rational 
means of erne into execution; to 
give other medicines their intend- 
ed offer, and to eafe thofe tormi- 
na which fome rimes are intoler- 
able. Here the matchlefs p<wer 
of opium rallies our admiration. 

In he pieced mg hiftory it will 
ap/ear, th.<t the ff.x is not con- 
fi *ed to particular feafons and fi- 
iuations ; — that, what have been 
commonly confidered as univerfal 
* remote caufes, only give the type 
to the difeafe ; - and that its ge* 
neral caufe, producible various 
ways, is obftruded perfpiration. 

The dux tiiat prevailed lad au- 
tumn, was attended with many of 
thofe caufes that are called re- 
mote Auguft,, September, Oc- 
tober, and the beginning of No- 
vember, were remarkably clofe, 


and fultry, with frequent' fains; 
— the great difeharge of perfeira- 
tion, from the rarefadion of &e 
blood, in fuch a feafon, relates 
the extremities of the perfpira^e 
veflels, and fubjeds them 
denjfpafm, and collapfiop. 

The camp dyfentery, in loy, 
damp, marfhy, countries, in l|e 
autumnal feafon, has all tjw cfci- 
comitants and type of a Auxin fc&t 
climates after heavy rates;— tjiere 
will be lefs difpofition to inani- 
mation, and the fluids will lend’ 
more to a ftate of di Ablution— ; 
it is a fever turned upon tht if- 
teftines , for want of a free and rp- 
g u la r per fpi ration, from the thict 
nefs and moifture of the'atp% 
fphere. >* 

The irritation thus prodOccf<i& 
the bowels, foon caufes a violet 
determination of blood there; 
and as the circulation is diflri- 
niflied in the veflels of the furfce 
of the body, it is increafed in tf|0fc 
of the inteftines. 

'Ey this increafed action of# 
arteries, the progrefs of thcjtfwjjj ! 
is impeded, in the minute lifip 
fications of the veflels;— 
haemorrhage, and extravafatidff^* 
an immediate revulfion istlpe* 
fore neceflary : — it muftrbd 
five, but fuitable, that there jroty. 
be no mifehief done byincreafiog 
the debility incident to the 
eafe. 

.Bleeding cannot be performed 
in every fubjed, nor in every ft^c 
or condition of a flux; — cathartics 
only cleanfe the affeded paps; 
emetics are limited to anfwcr cer- 
tain purpofe>; diaphoretics hire 
never been ufed, in a manner nor 
extent fufficient t<J produce an ef- 
fed; and the cuftom of expofit? 

patients 
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patients to,, partial currents of cold 
air r prevail* nature from cjpyig 
any thing towards the cure. 

The type of the difeafe, being . 
duly attended to, will indicate 
the quantity, and nature o£, the 
evacuations neceflary to facilitate , 
rerulE6n ; and it jsi lately, and, ef- 
fectually .completed, by a careful 
continued couffe of - fudprjfics, 
kept aid in extent proportioned to 
i the dueafe. ♦ 

Tvhushave.Icommunicatedwhat 
I conceive to he the general caufe. 
of the dyfentery of the We(l Jn-« 
dies, whiGhhasbefwfcdeftruCIive) 
to the troopsnrand entered, into a-. 
ft¥>rt diiqui.Ctioni of. it? nature, — 
-and explained thejmethud J have* 
.followed , io its cure.-t — rl.have 
avoided the detail of minute de- 
fcriptions*circumftaAces, and par- 
ticular cafes, as npt.corojog vy,irh- t> 
in my defign ; which is, tq ex- 
plain my method of cure, appli- 
cable to the caufe I haveafligned 
of this difeafe, and comprifed in. 
the following .confideratjons ; — 

. that the dyfentery is a fever of the 
inteftincs\ that the caufe is . ob-. { 
ftrufted perforation ; and that, the 
cure is in calling back the circu- 
lation to the furface of the body,, 
and increafing the fenfible perfpi- 
. ration by the.moft aCtive fudori- 
♦u fics. 



Defer ipt ton of a nrzvly invented Ma- 
chine for Raking Summer Corn 
Stuhhlejy by - Mr, George Bof- 
wcll of Piddletown, Dorfet. 
From the Letters of the Bath 
Agriculture Society . 

Gentlemen, 

u A BQUT three years fince I 
found fome difficulty in pro- 

Vojl, XXIV. 
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curing hands to take up my lent 
or fummer corn in the method 
ufvialfy, pra<ftife<J. in this county, 
that is t ,by forking the fwarths in- 
to r 9ocfcs, and raking the ground 
with hand -rakes by women. Men 
arq generally employed in forking 
it. It. therefore occurred to me 
that an inftrument. might be made 
tp anfwer the purpofe of raking 
it by hand. I knew the Norfolk 
method of doing it by drag- rakes 
j (‘as, ( they are called), drawn by 
men ; but the .men were wanting 
elfqw.here., \ had often feeri a 
horfe-rake, made for gathering 
the gx amen canine or couch jfljafs 
. together upon fallow lands, and 
Itnew ^/armer who had ufed it 
for his mown wheat Rubbles ; but 
this jrake being drawn from the 
end of the beam by the horfe, 

. tlr^gging the ends of the teeth 
upon th$ ground cofyefjted fuch 
quantities of weeds, grafs, earth, 
and hones with it, as nearly to 
reader the corn "of no value; be- 
fides, it could not lie ufed for 
cloij^rnown ftuhbfesatall. Hav- 
. ing for 9iany years ufed the Nor- 
folk ploughs here, 1 thought a 
.rake .rtyglu be Io cqnitruCfed as to 
go on the breaftwork of one of 
thefe ploughs in the fame manner 
the plough itfe if is ufed. 

J therefore had one made nine 
feet and a half long, and the teeth 
fix inches afunder. Upon apply- 
ing it in the place of the plough 
on the breast- work, I found it 
anfwered extremely well, except 
that when it mpt with any conli- 
derable obftrudtion at one end, it 
drew the. other end aflant. To 
remedy this inconvenience, I took 
away the pillar (the part of the 
breaft-work that the beam refb 
upon, and which is-raifed higher. 
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or let down lower, to fink or raife 
the plough), and had another made 
to extend about a foot or rather 
more beyond the outfides of the 
dandards, and from each end of 
the chain, made to let out or 
take up at pleafure, to each end 
of the pillar ; this kept the rake 
even and fleady. To my great 
fatisfa&ion, I found it fucceed 
even beyond my expe&ation ; for 
by means of this bread-work, it 
could, like the Norfolk plough, 
be indantly fet up or let down to 
the grated degree of nicety ; fo 
that any dubble, whether cut 
high or low, whether very full of 
grafs or clover, or- quite clean, 
might be raked by it with equal 
facility ; for the teeth being made 
very much curved, the lower part 
of the back of the teeth reds upon 
the ground, and the points dand 
out of it. The weight of the 
rake prefles the teeth clofe to the 
ground, and the corn is gathered 
into the throat of the rake, with- 
out digging up the weeds or the 
foil. The teeth are made diffi- 
dently drong to prevent their 
bending. I have found a rake of 
the length above-mentioned very 
manageable; whether it would 
do better if made longer mud be 
left to future experiments. I was 
determined to this length by the 
breadth of our gate-ways, being 
jud enough to admit it through 
them without taking it to pieces. 

For perfons who want to remove 
it to a didant part, two fmall 
wheels might be added, to put oa 
occafionaliy at the ends, to raife 
the teeth from the ground as it is 
drawn along the road. 

lam fenfible, that if alow wheel 
were fixed at each end, even when 
in its work, it would greatly lef- 
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fen the fri&ion, and the horfe 
would draw it the eafier ; but it 
would render it more complex 
and, perhaps, occafion it not to 
turn fo eafily at the ends of the 
land. I have, however, had it 
in idea, to fix fome kind of dan- 
dard on the head of the rake fora 
line, like the Norfolk plough- 
lines, to cbme back to, that the 
man might guide the horfe hira- 
felf, and fave the expence of a 
boy to lead him ; but to this 
there feem to arife fome objec- 
tions. 

One horfe, and a boy to lead 
him, with a man to clear the 
rake, will eafily rake twelve acres 
of dubble in a day $ and if two 
horfes are taken into the field, or 
be ufed alternately, twenty acres 
might be raked in the fame time; 
but this would be hard work for 
the man. ' 

The manner of ufing it is as fol- 
lows : 

The rake being put on the 
bread- work of the Norfolkplough 
in the fame manner as the ploughs 
are, the horfe draws it with the 
fame traces, &c. (only in the 
plough two horfes are ufed, and 
here but one) and being fet into 
its work to a proper 'height, ac- 
cording as the dubble is long or 
diort, the boy leads the horfe 
acrofs the ridges, the corn being 
previoufly put in cocks by the 
forkers ; the man follows the rake, 
and when it is filled, he fpeaksto 
the boy who dops the horfe, and 
puts him back a ftep or two. This 
is donje that the man, by drawing 
the rake back a little, may the 
more eafily and fpeedily free it 
from the corn ; then lifting it up, 
and the horfe inflantly going on. 
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he drops the rake juft beyond the 
ridge thus gathered together. This 
he repeats as often as it is full, till 
he reaches the end of the land. 
Then he turns, and, coming back 
by the fide of the part raked, 
empties the rake adjoining to the 
other. By this means the raked 
.corn lies in ftrait rows acrofs the 
field, and, when dry, is turned 
if nec^flary, gathered up, and 
Carried away. - 

I am fatisfied it might alfo be 
advantageon fly employed in rak- 
ing upland hav-ground, and all 
forts of feed clover-land. 

It may not be amifs to mention, 
that in the firft rake I made, the 
teeth were only three inches afun- 
der. I foon found they were too 
clofe. Taking, therefore, every 
other one out, I made another fix 
inches afurtder: — the holes in the 
firft not being filled up, the teeth 
might, if neceflary, be replaced, 
and then would be thick enough 
to rake any gentleman’s lawn 
which is kept frequently mown. 

I make no apology for this 
trouble — my intention (hall plead 
my excufe ; and therefore only 
add, that I am, your obedient 
humble fervant, 

George Boswell. 


InjlruEliom for the Prevention and 
Cure of the Epi%ooty or contagious 
Diftemper among Horned Cattle. 
Tranjlated ffan the French of 
Monf. de Saive, Apothecary to 
the Prince Bijhop of Leige, by 
Mr . Moreau, of Bath. From 
the fame, 

ARMERS have no need to 
be informed, how important 
•a. matter the preservation of their 


cattle is. The confiderable ad- 
vantages they reap from them 
when free from accidents, and the 
lolles they fuffer when diftempers 
fpread among their herds, are 
fufficient motives to make them 
feel the intereft they have in pre- 
ferring their cow-houfes, ftables, 
&c. from the infe&ion, and in 
ufingall poflible means to prevent 
its progrefs. But as fatal expe- 
rience has proved that the ufe of 
medicines, with the powers of 
which they were not well ac- 
quainted, has been frequently 
more prejudicial than falutary in 
theEpizootv; and that country 
people, by placing an unlimited 
confidenbe in pretended fpecifics, 
purchafed at a very high price, 
have very oftdn been drawn into 
a double lofs, by the death of 
their cattle, as well as the ex- 
pence of fuch drugs; it is thought 
the communication of an effica- 
cious and cheap manner of treat- 
ing- cattle when attacked by 
this diftemper, and of the means 
to prevent their being fo, will be 
rendering an eftential fervice to 
the public. 

The moment they perceive any 
fymptoms of the diftemper, they 
fliould immediately take abe-at a 
pint and a half of blood from the 
beaft, except he has been ill a day or 
two, in which cafe he muft not be 
let blood ; but in both cafes let the 
following draught be given : 

No. i. An ounce of the beft 
theraic (Venice treacle) diflolved 
in a pint of vinegar, after which 
the back bone and the whole hide 
muft be well rubbed with a dry 
hair cloth, to heat the hide and 
promote perfpiration. No drink 
fbould be given Hon but a white 
drink, compofed of 
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No, 2. A handful qr.Jwo of the teaft begins tQ e^.t^e^ypfl 
rye-meal in a pailful of clear wa- mu ft only giye him ijjie ffytt 
ter; and, (hould the beaft feem dnpk ; fto. 2, and ajutle^goxi 
to want food, mix up, fqme crumbs fodder, or, fome rye-^r^j^|b- 
of rye-bre^d with fome of the ped in ftale beer, mcjderttely 
faid white drink, and give it fweet^ned with hoqey or 
him. The animal’s, mouth muft The exterior treatment cojfijh 
be walked twicer day with a cloth in the application of felons 
dipped in a mixture of beginning of the <diftemp$r, it tk 

No, 3. , Vinegar and water bottom of the aew^Iap, ipd of 
(equal quantity pf each), with a cauteries' towards the 
fpoonful of horsey to a pint of it. tween which fome Weight np^tbc 
If on the fecoqd day the beaft . fixed, fuchas, aftone ofapoipi 
has not dunged, a clyfter, com- weight, or more, wrapt up jj a 
pofed of cloth, to keep it fteady. ',*||gstt 

No. 4. A pint of water in neceftary to keep the ficad yjarm. 
which bran has been boiled, two But above all, the friffipp ffittft 
fpoonfuls of fair, and a fmall glafs be clofely attended to* 

, ©f vinegar, muft be given and t determine the critical efforts tf 
repeated every d^y till the evacua- nature* ( f , r ^ 
lions are natural and regular. It would be 

Befides the above remedies, the rate vinegar ip ^h^^ov^g^ifc, 
following cordial mixture: &c..and if itJJpptd b ^aope i?^ 1 * 

No. 5. . A pint of clear water, put rifcme^ .pf^ Sup 
the fame quantity of vinegar, four grains of gwa-powd^r, 

, fpoonfuls of honey or fyrup,. and in tlieipj would be a very mewl 
two glades of brandy, — muft, be fumigation^, . .• * *Lf J lw 

giyen four times a day to facilitate If, irotwithftapqfog 
and keep up perfpiration ; taking the beaft be not per/ettiy 
particular care to repeat the fric- ten or twelve q^ys^ thevjn®)c 
tion as directed above. continued without* bleephajp* 

Should the beaft ftill continue lefs the inftammatiqn.be vaSya- 
lew and heavy, the draught No. 1. (iderable ; but if, after 
muft be repeated, unlefs he (hould diftemper does not givfe w %, tBc 
be found to be hot and thirfty, in beaft muft be killed, andtfcenloo 
which cafe, ufe only the drinks muiph car^ cannot be takeptphpy 
. No. 2. On the fourth day, if hp it very defp j c^ver S’ ovffwitb 
feems more .lively and free from, the earth which came^oli^if the 
heat, purge him with,, hole, an,d aJtuAf ov£^alk JftOi- 

No. 6 , Two ounces of falts, de* to prevent the puMdrobouft 
and one ounce of common fait, which exhale from fupfi 
diflolved in a pint of lukewarm corrupting the air and fprading 
water, with two fpoonfuls of ho- the infeftion. ^ ^ ^ 

ney. If this does not procure four As to the prefetvaBVetrftoW 
or five evacuations, repeat the infeftion, the principal^aftei^W - 
clyfter the fam£ day. ing taken every precaution* pfr 

This modepf treatment muft be ble to prevent its communijpp 1 
continued without intermi&on till from other herBs, cohiSfts m Wijfc- 
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lng the racks, troughs, &c. and buted the ficknefs and death of 
*lie hide of the beaft, ’ every day, many beafts 'which faff viftims to 
with plenty of water ; and, as the them. 

generality of people feem to place There isanotheraccident ho lefs 

great confidence in ftrong aroma- ' dangerous, to Which cattle are ' 
tic fumigations, they are advifed, liable 1 , which is, the walhing them , 
inffead of the expenfive drugs of with waters prepared with dfffer- 
which fuch fumigations are com- ent forts of poifons, efpecially 
pofed, to ufe fires made with the with arfenic, to kill the vermin ; 
branches of green wood, throw-' thefe waters occafion an itching 
irig pitch on it to quicken the of the fkiri, J Which obliges the ani- 4 
flames and perfume the air; thefe nrfal tb lidk himfelff in doing 
fires muft be lighted at fome dif- which he fucks in the poifon. Iti 
tance from the houfes, for fear of is evident, that fuch pernicious 
accidents. 1 pf^ftices may occafion as fatal dif- 

Common fait, given in fmall aftere and urihappy Ioffes to fafrn- 
quantities every day to horned ers, as even t^he Epizobty itfelf 
cattle, is reckoned an excellent it cannot, therefore, be too much 
preservative, particularly *in a recommehded to them to forbear’ 
learned ditfejtation on the conta- the ufe of fuch things, which better • 
gious diftempers among horned fail doing the mifchief abofe di- 
cattle, by MonT. De LimboUrg, fcribed. ' ' 1,1 

M. D. and F. R. S. of London. 

If fiipuld be obferved, that though 

the report of an Epizooty is often Thoughts on the Rot in Sheep. From 
fpread, yet all the diforders to' 1 th^fame. 

whVh cattle are liable Ihould not 

be attributed to this epiderhical ^T^HE caufe of the rot in ftieep, 
di (temper, lince they are riot ex- X fays Mr. Bofwell, in his 
efnptea from this even whdn no late ufefiil and ingenious publica- 
contagious diftemper reigns . — • tion, is unknown.— -Mr. Arthur 
Therefore, when a beaft is taken Young, * in recapitulating all thr 
ilj, enquiry fiiould be made if the iaforrtiktion he could get, in his 
infe&ion is in the neighbourhbod, Jiaftern tour, ^bferves, that ihtf 
as in fuch cafe, a fiifpicioh of its accounts are fo amazingly contra-* 
being the Epizooty would be well di£iory, that nothing can be ga^ 
grourided, and J immediate recourie thered from them,” but conclude^ 
ihould be had to the remedies that faery one know that moif J 
above mentioned. ’ tufe is the* caufe ■>’ 

1 *But,' as it often happens that In differing from an author of 
cattle , fa 11 fick after having eaten Mr. Young's acknowledged me- 
Baci fodder, or having grazed in rit, fupported by the general opi- 
frofty weather on the tops of nirin off mankind, r^m led toex^ 
herbs, &c. when covered With amirie my own fentiments with 
ice and fnow (to prevent their caution and diftruft ; — but, unlefs 
doing "which, all poftible care it is'only meant, that moifture is 
ijiould be taken), to thefe accidents generally the remote caufe, it will be 
only are frequently to be attri- difficult to account for the rot be- 
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ing taken on fallows in a (ingle 
day, and in water meadows fome- 
times in half an hour, when in 
grounds of a different fort, al* 
though exceffively wet and flab- 
by, (heep will remain for many 
weeks together uninjured. 

Another opinion, which has 
many adherents, is, that the rot 
is owing to the quick growth of 
grafs or herbs that grow in wet 
plares. 

Without premiflng, that all- 
hounteous Providence has given 
to every animal its peculiar tafte, 
by which it diftinguifhes the food 
proper for its prefervation and fu p- 
port (if not vitiated by fortui- 
tous circumftances), it feems very 
difficult todifcover on phiiofophi- 
cal principles, why the quick 
growth of grafs fhould render it 
noxious, — or why any herb fhould 
at one fe^fon produce fatal effe&s, 
by the admiffion of pure water 
only into its component parts, 
which at other times is perfectly 
innocent, although brought to its 
utmoft ftrength and maturity by 
the genial influence of the fun. 
So far from agreeing with thofe 
who attribute the rot to quick- 
growing grafs, which they call 
flafliv, infipid, and deftitute of 
falts, to me the quicknefs of 
growth is a proof of its being 
endued with the molt a6live prin- 
ciples of vegetation, and is one 
of the criterions of its fuperior ex - 
cellence.— Belides, the conftant 
practice of molt farmers in the 
kingdom, who with the greateft 
fecurit\, feed their meadows in 
the fpring, when the grafs (hoots 
quick, and is full of juices, mili- 
tates direftly againft this opi- 
nion. 

Let us now confider whether 
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another caufe may not be affigned 
more reconcileablewithtlje various 
accounts we receive of this difor- 
der. If our arguments, however 
fpecious, are contradi&ory to 
known fafts, ihftead of conduc- 
ing us in the plain paths of truth, 
they leave us in the mazes of error 
and uncertainty. 

Each fpecies of vegetables and 
animals has its peculiar foil, fitua- 
tion, and food, affigned to it. — 
Taught by unerring inftinC, “the 
fparrow findeth her a houfe, the 
fwallow a nett, and the ftorkinthe 
heavens knoweth her appointed 
time.” The w hole feathered tribe, 
indeed, difplay a wonderful fa- 
gacity and variety in the choice 
and ftru&ure of their habita- 
tions. Nor can it be doubted that 
the minuted reptile has its fixed 
laws, appointed by him, whole, 
“ tender mercies are over all his 
works.” 

The numerous inhabitants of 
the air, earth, and waters, are 
ftrongly influenced by the feafons, 
and by the date of theatmofphere; 
and the fame caufes, perhaps, that 
rapidly call myriads of one fpecies 
into being, may frequently prove 
the deftruftion of another. Ts it 
then improbable that fome infeft 
finds its food, and lays its eggs, 
on the tender fu cculent grafs 
found on particular foils (elpc- 
cially wet ones), which it moft de- 
lights in ? — Or, that this infeft 
fhould, afrera redundancy of moif- 
ture, by an inttinflive impulfe f 
quit its dank and dreary habita- 
tion, and its fecundity be greatly 
increafed by fuch feafons, in con- 
junction with the prolific warmth 
of the fun ? 

The flefh-fly lays her eggs upon 
her food, which alfo ferves to 
fopport 


Digitized by Google 



USEFUL I 

fupport her future offspring: and 
the common earth-worm propa j 
gates its fpecies above ground, 
when the weather is mild and 
moift, or the earth dewy: 

The eggs, depofited on the 
tender germ, are conveyed with 
the food into the ftomach and in- 
teftines of the animals, whence 
they are received into the latfeal 
veflels, carried off in the chyle, 
and pais into the blood ; y nor do 
they meet with any obftru&ion 
until they arrive at the capillary 
veflels of the liver. — Here, as the 
blood filtrates through the ex- 
treme branches, anfweringtothofe 
of the vena porta in the human 
body, the fecerning veffels are 
too minute to admit the impreg- 
nated ova, which, adhering to 
the membrane, produce thofe a ni- 
malculae that feed upon the liver 
and deftroy the flieep. They 
much rcfemble the flat filh called 
plaice, are fometimes as large as 
a filver two-pence, and are foqnd 
both in the liver and in the pipe, 
(anfwering to that of the vena 
cava) which conveys the blood 
from the liver to the heart. 

If the form of this animal is 
unlike any thing we meet with 
among the infeft tribe, we fhould 
confider that it may be fo fmall 
in its natural ftate as to efcape 
our obfervation. Or might not 
its form have changed with its fi- 
liation?- — w The caterpillar un- 
dergoes feveral changes before it 
produces a butterfly.** 

The various accounts which 
every diligent enauirer mud have 
met with (as well as the indefa- 
tigable Mr. Young), feem very 
confident with the theory of this 
diforder. 

Jf dry, limed land in Derby- 
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lhire will rot in common with 
water-meadows, and ftagnant 
marfhes ; if fome fpringy lands 
rot when others are perfefHy 
fafe; — is it owing to the circum- 
ftance of water, or that of pro- 
ducing the proper food or nidus 
of theinfeft? Thofe who find 
their aftergrafs rot till the autum- 
nal watering, and fafe afterwards, 
might probably be of opinion, that 
the embryo laid there in the fum- 
mer, is then wafhed away or de- 
ftroy ed. 

With regard to thofe lands that 
are acc«unted never fafe, if there 
is not fomething peculiar in the 
foil or fituation, which allures or 
forces the infe& to quit its abode 
at iinufoai feafons, it may be well 
worth enquiring, whether from 
the coarfenefs of their nature, or 
for want of being fufficiemly fed, 
there is not fome grafs in thefe 
lands always left of a fufhcient 
length to fecure the eggs of the 
infe£t above the reach of the wa- 
ter. 

Such who aflert that flowing wa- 
ter alone is the caufe of the rot, 
can have but little acquaintance 
with the Somerfetfhire clays, and 
are diametrically oppofite to thofe 
who find their worft land for rot- 
ting cured by watering. Yet, 
may not the water which produces 
this effect, be impregnated with 
particles deftru&ive to the infe<ft, 
or to the tender germ which ferves 
for its food or nidus ? 

For folving another difficulty, 
that “ no ewe ever rots while (he 
has a lamb by her fide,” the gen- 
tlemen of the faculty can bell in- 
form us, whether it is not pro- 
bable, that the impregnated ovum 
pafles into the milk, and never 
arrives at the liver. The fame 
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learned gendemen may think the in a quarter of a pitft ’of 'wairtrj 1 ' 
following queftiOn alfo not un-* on£e or twice a w£ek‘.* WSAVthe* 
worthy their fconfideration : rot is recently 4 tak^n, ) ^We l farfft ‘' 

Why is the rot fatal' to {beep, remedy given' foW : 6rMive^oil^ 
hares, and rabbits (and ' fome- ings fucceffiE*ety,‘w?H In^Ifprt^ 
Ames to calves), when battle of babilfty effect *a tcfe.' The-W- 
greater bulk, which probably take dition of the flour and watir w?H,’ 
the fame fo6d, efcipe OniiSjuVed ? in the opinion of theSvriter of 
Is the, digeftive matter in life ’ this, not only abate' the pi/flgenty 
flotnach of theft d iffercrit froVn of J the fait, but tiiipcffeit to too*; 
that of the others, and fuch as with the’ chyle in a more friendly ; 
will turn the ova Into a (late of and Efficacious manner, 
corruption ; or rather, are not the Were it in my powef to^eonf- 

mtfnlcate to thi fdciety the refdtt ! 
of actual experiment, it wduld 1 
doubflefs' be mbfd fattsfe&o^ 
current of the blood ? The^'v^'hoWe^er; I arff per- 

It feems to be an actricWTfetl^ed fuaded,''actepi{‘of tfiel^hintsV at 1 
fad, that fait maflhes nbvef rotV leaft hs*hn earnEftTofnly deCrelo 
Salt is pernicious to tnbft iriftd^ belelvlttabtei SH&tild tferbiity 1 
They never infeft gardens 'where* tertd to^wafcfn 'the* 1 atterftwn^of^ 
fea-weed is laid. Common fait 51 themddWAoti^liiilbJildHfefftf oftf 1 
and water is a powerful expelleht 1 ' ex£fte the cbrfbflty of fdHle^tfitjf 
of Worms bred in the human botfy v ; enduirir, Wild' has J 'mote ielflj#* 
I could with the intelligent and greater ^afliHt?eV, 'I 1 

farmer would corlflder ihefeErutiis the laHsfeftidri ^of^tfiihfctfg IhSlf 
with attention, and obt negleft a ‘ mjpfp£bulatidh£, 
remedy which is cheap^ and al- 1 



ways at hand. 

Lifle, in his book of hiilbindry, 
informs of a farmer who cured 
his whole 1 flock of the rot, by 
giving 'each Iheep a handful of 
Spanifti fait, for five or fix'morn- 
ings fucceflively. The hint was 
probably taken from the Spaniards, 
who frequently give their fheep 
felt to keep them healthy. 

On fome farms, perhaps, the 
utmoft caution cannot always pre- 
vent the diforder. In wet and 
warm feafons, the prudent farmer 
will remove his fheep from the 
lands liable to rot. Thofe who 
have it not in their power to do 
this, I would advife to give each 


fe<5f, are’ nbtEOrifeljfufelfcfsf' 

I aft % 'SV, 

Bkbj'AMi^rticr. 


An extra# from a Propofalfdthe 
Impr ovement of Agriculture. Fnn 
the fame . 

difficulty' of^inflitutifl^, 
JL’ fchoofs for v * hv)fbandfy f is 
novv'tfJfiiagf, fincefoThany i’oefe- 
ties have been eftabfiflied aridYre 
fupporled 4 vvr'h’ fo much* liberali- 
ty ; efpecially fi rfce'the . Society f 
Arts, Manufactures , and Commerce, • 
is annually offering fuchvaft furas 
„ of rnohejrfbfthe encouragement 

lheep a fpoonful of commoi falt^ of experiment^ ; >apd none of thre 
with the fame quantity of our, oiHer focietiesj" I flioulcf appre- 
hend, 
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bend* are formed on fo fmall a he prefidefc, over than,, becaufc hot* 
fcaleas to preclude the- pra&ica*- excels them in the pra&ical part, -, 
bilky of taking into their hands as well as the fcientific. 
a few fields (and a few would be Were this the cafe with us, lo- 
fuflfeient), and of appointing* Come cal and efiabliihed cuftoms would 4 
perfon or perfons to cultivate them, be regarded no farther than, they , 
and inftruft the pupils, either ac* are founded in propriety; younger t 
cording to the idea of Lord Mol ef.. feryants would be accuftomed to 
worth, v which points to the a variation hi n their, methods ofv 
education of- poor ipen’s child*, culture as circumftancei varied} ;. 
ren^ . or,- according jto the ideas ... new* modes -will not be -defpifed, 
of CowkyandSir William Petty, becaufe they ?re new 5 the effe&s *; 
which refpe& the education - of of experiments would be modefily , 
gentlemen’s fons as well as others; expe&cfd y t ho ad vantages aoddift . 

At prefent* ; however, let us at- - advantages attending them, would 1 
tend to • thir- advantages accruing, be* accurately difeerned; and a * 
from -each of < the above plans ; continual progtefs would be made*; 
premifing only, that le&ures on in. the fcience and pra&ice of; 
the theory of 'hulbandry -mull, by* agriculture' Were iome fmart- 
be accompanied with a boysfelefied by each fociety, and * 
clofe attention >to* t He ^ p radical educated ontthe above plan*, .they , 
past of it, , induct a manner as may would heretftcrconTey knowledge t 
tend* to cbrfe£k-the> miftakes of wherever they went; and- their? 
fpeculatk>n,otoopen and enlarge . obfeev^tions would be better att* 
the mfWid*- and tOigiye a clearer tended* i to by * inferior; fervants*: 
infight into the nature of vegeta- than if they can»drocwperibna o£r 
tion, and rthe- very > fundamental high/fastk.*. In fhorv /£gt»wQuld>i 
principles of c agriculture. e fifed 1 what *, even » the*, faperior, 

Wert fchoofieifobWhed indif-, knowledge of noblemen and gec*K 
ferent parts * of ^ the- » kingdom- for- tlefneai could i not perfoBnv who 
the'edueatiooof farmers fons who , have more important objt&s* io»u 
mightbe butiniow-cirdumfiaflices^ i view than to- cultivate the neg- , 
geadewnwould -never want ftn- levied underftanding of every* 
fitfte- and rational <* improvers of ruftic labourer they may have*oo- 
thehr^eftatbs,' who would dikewife cafien tov employ. Like fmaller 
be the-moft. proper perfiww to in- rivulets, branching from the main 
firuift parifh apprentices and infe- ftream, they would water and fer~ 
rioB<ef^an»/» This the old ex- tUize thofe landsc wherer a larger 
pariensed Vftrro reckoned 1 to be- river caoaiot with- propriety- ex- - 
oCprifcciprf importance. “The^ paadrirfelf; 
bailiffs,# fayfche,i <4 fhouidbernen While under tuition they will; 

ofdbine'eruditioiiatidfbHaedegroe learn ftheyexpediency of ; a clean 
of*, refi dementi 1 * But more efpe- and fpirited fyftem of hufbandry ; 
cialjy ought at bailiff: to be •well as*-iuis fuppofedthat their tutor's 
fiifteS in rural- ceconomics ; he fields^ wHl .be cttiliyated on theft- 
ihWd not only .giyeordees* but' principles*; Qn comparing hiso 
alfo-work himfelf; that? the la- cnops witfrtboft of many others, r 
bourers* rtiight: imitate http* .and: the, truth of Hefiod's maxim would c 
be^couviaced it is with propriety be apparent, that batf may be more 

than 
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than the whole. For fhould they 
think of becoming tenants, they 
will view an eftate with this rul- 
ing principle, that one of an 
hundred pounds per annum, well 
cultivated, will produce at the end 
of the term more clear profit than 
another of two hundred a year, 
treated in a negligent and fiovenly 
manner. 

An injudicious courfe of crop- 
ping, imperfect tillage, partial 
and improper manures, are not 
always to be attributed to igno- 
rance, but fometimestotheeftate’s 
being too large for the farmer’s 
capital; he does not command 
the efiate, but the eftate him, too 
frequently to the great injury of 
both ; his hands are bound at his 
firft fetting out ; and it is much 
if they regain their freedom, un- 
left eventually, through his land- 
lord’s diftraining him for rent and 
ejefting him from the premifes. 
But what is the farmer to do, if 
he cannot find a farm in his own 
neighbourhood fuitable to his ca- 
pital? fhall he remove into another 
county, an entire ftranger; or 
commence day-labourer, or ftarve? 

The modern pra&ice of throw- 
ing feveral fntell farms into one, 
is much to be lamented as a na- 
tional evil in every view ; and 
calls loudly for the regulation of 
the legiflature. 

But to return to our young far- * 
mer, tranfplanted from the nur- 
fery, where his mind received its 
firft cultivation, unto the fpot 
where he is fuppofed to fix his re- 
fidence. 

While underinftruftion, he was 
taught to form a pretty good judg- 
ment of the qualities, luch as the 
tenacity, drynefs, ormoifture, of 
different fields, from the herbage 


GISTER, 178i. 

they fpontaneoufly produce ; be 
will, therefore, immediately per- 
ceive which are mod proper to be 
firft under tillage, in order that 
the eftate may not be impover\Jhed, 
the want of attention tothiscir- 
cumftance has kept many a roan 
poor all his days, under a notion 
that the beft ground will cany 
one or two good crops of exhauft* 
ing corn at firft, and fo far prdve 
of immediate great gain ; not con- 
fidering, that it generally proves 
a future heavy lots, from the ne- 
ceflity he will be under of letting 
it lie failbw, and of applying muck 
expenfive labour in order to ex* . 
tirpate weeds, and much more 
expenfive manure in order to re- 
cover its loft ftrength. • Yetftill, 
there is a certain vigour in thofe j 
fields, which have been under a 
judicious courfe of meliorating 
crops, though but moderately 
manured, which even a fallow 
and a complete ftercoration cannot , 
beftow on any foil which hath been, 
once impoveriftied ; as may be 
more eafily perceived by a difeern* 
ing eye, than deferibed. ; 

Our farmer hath been taught^ 
that the good ground (on whick 
his chief dependence is for paying 
his rent), if prefer ved in good ! 
heart, will. often mend the bad* ) 
buttheimpoverilhingofoneortwo- 
of the beft fields will frequently \ 
affe& the whole eftate in the de- 
creafe of its pafture, in leffemng ' 
the quantity of manure, and in- , \ 
creating the expence of tillage. ! 

It hath frequently been incul- 
cated on him — that his future 
fuccefs depends much on bis fifft 
courfe of crops, — that at firft; ] 
efpecially, meliorating crops are | 
to be preferred, as far as cirema* 
ftances will admit, to exhanftwg ] 
onesj— * ] 
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ones that the latter, whenever 
they are fown, ftiQuld t»e fucceed- 
ed by the former ;— that thofe ma- 
nures which stte mod apt to pro- 
duce weeds f (hould either be laid 
on pafture, or ploughed in for 
fuch crops as can be beft hoed or 
have the beft tendency to deftroy 
them, viz. beans, peas, turnips, 
cabbages, &c. — that, although 
fome of thefe crops may require 
rather more ex pence, and not re- 
turn that expence in money quite 
fofoon as fome of the exhauiting 
ones (part of them being appro- 
priated \o the fattening of cattle, 
by which means, the beft of ma- 
nure is raifed and in the iargeft 
quantity), yet, like thofe bees 
which travel fartheft, and ftay out 
longeft, they generally return 
home mod deeply laden ; — that 
the dung-heap be moft feduloufly 
regarded as the foundation of his 
future weath ; but that no ma- 
nure (hould be laid on wet fpringy 
lands before they have been drain- 
ed, unlefs he chufes to fink the 
profits of all his other fields. 

He hath be6n taught to venture 
on fome few experiments, on ge- 
neral fixed principles; which, 
though they might not ail of them 
perfectly anfwer his expectations, 
may, neverthelefs, throw addi- 
tional light on the fubjedt of agri- 
culture. In a word, he will be- 
come fit company for a gentle- 
man; he will receive and commu- 
nicate information ; and, at the 
fame time, on account <?f that 
clofe attention which he finds re- 
quifite, in order that he may pay 
his rent, he will be continually 
in^rcafing that important know- 
ledge which an uninftru&ed mind 
Cannot pollibly attain. 

Such an inftitutioii as is here 


recommended may polubly be of 
fervice to thofe farmers who have 
no particular connexion with our 
agricultural focieties ; whole fields, 
however, lying open to the con- 
tinual view or their neighbours, > 
will be a conftant lellon to thofe 
who moft need inftru&ion, fpeak- 
ing, much more intelligibly to 
them , than accounts of experi- 
ments ftated on paper; againft 
whichthey will be frequently ltart- 
ing that particular kind of doubt, 
which I have found to be gene- 
rally exprefled in fome fuch lan- 
guage as this, it may be fo, but l 
don't know : — a doubt a riling from 
a cloud enveloping their minds, 
w hich the powers of reafoning are 
very ineffectual to difpel. But 
they will fometimes learn that lef- 
fon from the plants of ihe field 
which they might not chufe to 
learn from the tongues of their 
fellow-creatures, becaufe they will 
not avowedly acknowledge others 
to be their fuperiors in this art 
and fcience. 

The advantages of fuch an aca- 
demy for the education of gentle- 
men’s fons, will be no lefs evi- 
dent with regard to themfelves, 
their pofterity, and the nation in 
general. 

On this part of our fubject, my 
learned matter thus exprdles bim- 
felf : — u according to the beft ob- 
fervations, the proper time to in- 
fufe that ufeful part of natural 
philofophy called hulbandry, is in 
the earlier ftage of life, when 
there is a curiofity and a thitft for 
knowledge. And, if practice 
here could be joined with theory, 
enjoying the open air, exercile, 
and activity, /agree well with the 
turn and call of young people, 
not to mention a revolution of 

per* 
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perpetual variety which is very plants each field naturally pr$K 
engaging at their age. duces, botany may be. attend^ 

44 It is one point gained, with- to as a piecing and jnfirvaiy^, 
014.. doubt, to be. enabled to, read fcience ; neither fhp.uld planting 
the hufbandry , works of Cato, and .gardening, by any meaps, 
Varro, Virgil,, and Columella, be neglected ; nor the art of for- 
with rafte ,and knowledge. It vejing and delineating eftates be 
mav open a n i*v walk on ciaflical confidered as ; beneath their mj- 
ground, and in all probability, tice. v 

give young men certain predifpo- In bad weather they may b<;0Q* 
fitions, in favour of agriculture; cafionallv amufed with , experi- 
Yet ftill, the whole Combined to- ments on various branches of pit* 
gefher wijl produce but flight cf-' tural philolophy ; — the effect? ot, 
fe<Ss, unlefs \ve call in the afiift- the air w.ith regard to vegetytiofy 
aqce of.faifts and experience. and the nature of (different eari^s. 

44 Something pf^this kind ought and manures, after the 
certainly to be done, and ^the the Dodlors Home, Fordyce,A|n-| 
complaint of Columella A wheijt^e.' flie,.PfieQley, &c. ‘ They 
fays wijh fon^e degree of warmth, alfo be inftrudted in the princt- 
4 Ag ricolationis doftore^ qui fe ples of mechanics, efpecialiyjn^ 
pipfiterentur. neqiie <J 5 (c.;pi:lo$ ( part which relates to hydraifiics^ 
cpggoyi/ lhopjfl, if poffiblc, be. it being of /principal ut^ty^tj] 
remqv.ed*” ^ draining, and other modes ofjig. 1 

The former, part, of th^ quota- proving eftates. 
tion, evidently intimates*’ that the Th^fe are circumfUnces fipq^ 
improvement of young gentlemen which many df th^ capita} ufe 
in claflical learning, would not be pro ve men t& lately made, in 
impeded, but rather promoted, rqeafu re, originated.. They, weft 
by attending to agriculture; and indeed corf}idered „ of principal 
the experience of every onp who j importance by Sir William Pqjty? 
has led a ftudious life will tedlify’ one of tqe greateft, men oftr^ 
that the open, air, invigorates the, or any other age, who, recoiq. 
mjnd, and prepares it for receiv- men^s.thern wjth earpeftdelfr far 
ing inftru<ftion, becaufeit canbear % reafons .highly. woftKy of 
application, oojy to a certain de- and which wifi be menSo^ 
gre^, and (lands in need of being hereafter, 
frequently reinvigorated,, by a-i Saving gained fome.knowj)^^ 

mufements and lighter (Indies. of^ agriculture, they will read the 

Time is precious, and might w.orks of the and cut agricufijjpl 
be virtually lengthened by a pro- writers with . improvement^ and[ 
per difpofal of it. When the pleafure ; a circumftance which 
mind is fatigued with clofe ap- wfilmuch exped}^^ knp^l^lgc 
plication, exercife in the open air of the languages. For withou| 
will renew its firength and a<fti- excluding other, prole autjiofSt 
yjty. Additional to their being n^iy I not venture to affertj that 
taught the value of the different the anient writers on huibpndrft 
fields oyer which they may walk are, from the nature of their fiib* 
»»ith their tu(o^ from the various apd tl^eir , ck jfical ftyle t is 

proper 
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' i^oper for^^bung perfons, stofl as ' tlrtpHwers of the mind, as weljas 
‘ nfftable to their difpofltions^nd ^ thd* oi£mber$ of the body ; will 
: c&bacitiesV as any they gfcnfcrilly give a manly turn td<thoflghr, 

* fead? Indeed 1 have ’always been • autjf it^ghlatetf^n^ ffefirredby po- 
bpt to fufpieft, that putting the 'liteffierature. >4 A 4 peHbn thus 
wofks of Horher, Hbrace', Virgil, educated will hev£¥ waitfaVirffety 
Ovid, or in faft, an^ tithtt poet, bfentertainment in the country to 
Ihto thfc hinds of boyi befbre their fill 'up his time in a manner ediial- 

t, rational V 1 sJntfiifeful. 

: conttniiiilfy lftdbeiflng 

_ y , ... ; vaiuabKe / lchdwledg^,‘ > aifd , 'pre- ^ 

*™rtt of thofe w e*frbllkn£ WMters, ferve himfelf fron^ lhat’dlffibatlon 
• v Bas1>eeh on IV* rendering Td&iring * ’ Which enervates :1 the ritrtKl5 u ten- 
/’ffkfbmb tdtneriVImd prb^ed ?1 ihe ,v Vfer$^tlrement buhhenfdme, 3nd 
4 "titans of theif bidding ^'fihaP ‘thf f liiortJ public and 1 tdomentbus 
nol only to thbfedhtfiers/but** cbncfcrns oF life tdflardubilS fd be 
' to afltctiifical litefaturb, Whfcttthey' J ’exfetfhte'd with propriety and de- 
havd ‘left their grammdKfdhodls ; lW cfoVcm. : He will enjoy his otium 
not to mention that 'faofc 'winters , 'turf ' Militate y and, at the lame 
fedm, in fhemfelves, f beff calcu- 11 time, ; his* private amufem^nts 
lated,' td fedctf any" labgua ge by, 1 wifi ‘give a Certain dighity ind 



' ais' td cdhvey^he tdoft v °po1ilh td'lirs fentiments/^fiicHoa 
lifWu^mWhbatioif td the tninds* jfH'oe&ifihns he will* bfe’tftfc better 


suTtfeir 


"Vbbth. 
betry^nd^ 4 ! 


eMBled to exprefs fh public, Sd^ith 

^ncF toairtting are* filter* 'hftufy Bfttifh fpirft, firm- 

* ’afts^MijBy ilik£n&efi0e advatftajges' ,ir ‘ deft,'' and Attic elegance. ’TPffere 
** r fr6?n*?nra1 fEenes : 'wTffie&'the'fix 1 * 'wfft ipriear In his whoVthaHner 
' v T?«fera^ of* MrV* Smith; Yhan^W-addteft th&jimpl&mmtiis ' 
whom, a? £ Idtid er, v vMich is 1 eqiralfy 'Hrtibved 'ffoin 
r kd31ls% i '\k)ef/'thl^ v age 4 Hath not," '‘empty' tfffefted ‘fbpbftlfriefti 3 hnd 
4 WrHhp^ jfrbdiitecfa greater. 1 iViere e 1 0 wn i fl l rli fii c i ty ! - ; He w i 1 1 
^'^rnetbndwing’is bn^'inftance, 4 bV fitted for Inch deplrtiftent in 
aifibnd ^many others, to prove the government bf the ftate as 
«^\irakio n '*-*'’may bell lint the natural bent of 


ho\^ ^^‘oUrible art ‘Ihfhftate ac- 1 
' bdalntanie with rural images is to 
p pdetidal 'dfcfcrfption. 

d "Th'£ ni^bt was ftill — the filver moon on 
/.high 

u /Dappled the mountains from a clouded 
, _ Ik y : } " 

, «* Silent as fleecy clouds thro’' aether fail, 

^Sefbre ttfe genUe-breathirig^Summer's 
gale; 

. .**, So thro’ the mifty vale in twilight grey, 
** T^ie fleepy waters gently patted a r 
way.”-- 


his-genius, whenever his affiance 
may be thought necefiary ; ind 
may rank hereafter among thofe 
Worthies who hdd aifled tfe fame 
part before him ? and Whofe^etilo- 
gfurrt fnay be delivered in' ‘the 
wordk of the Rbman orator, u Ab 
aratro arcelfebanlur qui cohlbles 
fierent.— Shosenim agros lludiofe 
colebanf, ‘non alienos cupide ap- 
petebant, quibus rebus, et agris 
urbib'cs et nhtlbnibus'rdmpubli- 
P°- 


Engacing Jrt rural concerns will J ' bard', htqiib hbc Imperiilth bt po- 
‘firengthen the whole human framed ‘ puli Romahi nbt'n^h 'au^er unt. ,f 

But 
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But to return into the more 
humble walk of cultivation and 
emolument. 

When our young pupil fhall 
come to the poffeilion of his pater- 
nal eftate, he will immediately 
perceive what is to he done to the 
beft advantage; he will be able 
to dbreR his fervams, rather than 
be tmpofrd upon by them,' which 
mud ever be the cafe when the 
matter is unacquainted with the 
bufinefs he fuperintends. This is 
a matter of high importance. For, 
if in any other profefiion he 
fhould fpend his fortune, it is 
polfible he may be the only fuf- 
ferer; but it is not fo in agricul- 
ture. Every field is, in fome re- 
fpe<ft, public property ; and, if 
bis crops fail through unfkijful 
management, whatever is loft by 
the owner, is, in fome degree, a 
lofs to the community at large. 

When I refleft onthis, and con- 
fider how much the crops are di- 
minifhed, through the mittaken 
notions and obftinacv of the com- 
mon farmers, efpecially when they 
rent larger eftate s than they have 
ftrength to manage; and when I 
view the almoft immeafurabie 
quantity of improveable land 
which yet remains watte and next 
o barren ; I cannot but agree to 
the fuppofition of Mr. Harte, that 
the lands of England may be made 
to produce one-fixth part more 
than they do : a point this of great 
national importance, amounting 
to near four millions of money 
annually ! 

Whatever advantages may ac- 
crue to gentlemen from commit- 
ting their eftates to the manage- 
ment of fuch a fkilful and well- 
educated bailiff, as hath been 
above recommended, yet they 


fhould not be left wholly to hire • 
for experience hath too often 
fhewn, that the integrity of a 
man’s heart does not always keep 
pace with his underftanding. In- 
dolence, felf-intereft, pleafure, 
and other temptations, may caufe 
him to negleft his matter’s in- 
tereft, at a critical time ; the evils 
of which negleft may not be re- 
medied for years together. Every 
one who hath attended to works of 
hufbandry mutt be fenfible, that 
in all their feveral parts they are 
only links of one chain; either of 
which being broken, the whole 
work is frequently thrown into 
confufion, particularly with re- 
gard to the mod proper feafons 
tor the different labours of the 
field ; a circumftance of nofmall 
moment in our varying climate. 

This fentiment fhould be im- 
preffed with all poffible energy; 
and it cannot be done in more 
forcible and comprehenfive terms 
than thofe of Cato, “ Res ruftica 
fic eft, fl mam rem fjerd feceris, 
omnia opera fero facies. ,, 

Ir is like wile to be obfervedthat, 
although the gentleman’s crops 
may, in many inftances,be larger 
than thofe of other men ; yet, by 
trufting too much to his fervants, 
he is often put to needlefs er- 
pence, whichthe commonfarmers 
avoid, and on account of which 
they obje& to tjie propriety of his 
method; fo that hereby the public- 
fpirited gentleman fometimes hurts 
the caule he intends to ferve. 

However, the well-educated 
bailiffs are more likely 'to do 
their matters ftriftjuftice than the 
illiterate ; thofe little meannefles 
which the latter hardly think any 
thing of, though frequently at- 
tended with confiderabledifau van- 
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tages, the former are in general 
above committing, becaute they 
know better. 

Indeed I cannot confider the 
ftudy and profeflion of agriculture 
as any way unbecoming the cha- 
racter of a clergyman : he may 
hereafter prove of great fervice to 
his country parifhioners, as his 
advice and method of proceeding 
would be readily attended to by 
the younger part of his parifhion- 
ers, and he will have frequent op- 
portunities of conveying juft ideas 
of improving their modes of Cul- 
tivation. Thus the knowledge 
of agriculture may be diffufed in 
every part of the country, where 
fuch a gentleman fixes his refi- 
dence. Should his cure be but 
fmall, he will have a fair oppor. 
tunity of preferving himfelf from 
that dependence, which might too 
often leffen the weight and energy 
which fhoulri always accompany 
his religious inftruCtions. 

It was thought proper to re- 
serve Sir William Petty’s Advice 
f§r the ' advancement of Learning , 
for this place; becaufe his plan 
is in itfelf highly judiciotis, and 
includes the ideas of Cowley and 
Lord Molefworth. 

«’ Sir William propofes, u that 
there be inftituted literary work- 
houfes, where children may be 
taught as well to do fomething to- 
wards their living as to "read and 
write. 

44 That the bufinefs of educa- 
tion be ferioufly ftudied and prac- 
tifed by the beft and ableft perfons. 

44 That all children, above fe- 
ven years old, may be prefented 
to this kind of education ; none 
being excluded by reafon of the 
poverty and inability of their pa- 
rents ; for hereby it hath come to 


pafs, that many are now holding 
the plough, who might be made 
fit to fteter the ftate. 

u That all children, though 
of the higheft rank, be taught 
fome genteel manufacture, in 
their minority, or turning of cu- 
rious figures, &c. limning and 
painting on glafs or in oil colours, 
botanies and gardening, chymi- 
ftry, &c. &c. 

u And all for thefe reafons:— 
they (hall be lefs fubjeCt to be im- 
pofed upon by artificers; they 
will become more induftrious in 
general ; they will certainly bring 
to pafs mod excellent works, be- 
ing, as gentlemen, ambitious to 
excel ordinary workmen. They 
being able to make experiments 
themfelves, may do it with lefs 
charge and more care than others 
will do it for them. It may en- 
gage them to be Maecenases and 
patrons of arts. It will keep 
them from worfe occafions of 
fpendiog their time and eftates . 
as it will be a great ornamen* 
in profperity, fo it will be a great 
refuge and ftay in adverfity and 
common calamity.” 

After thefe obfervations, need 
any thing be added to (hew the 
advantages of fuch an education, 
except attempting to obviate an 
objection which may poflibly arife 
with regard to the difficulty of 
procuring proper tutors? 

This, however, feems to be a 
difficulty, ’which, in this enlight- 
ened age, may be foon furmount- 
ed. I imagine there are many 
perfons in the kingdom well (kill- 
ed infcientific and practical know- 
ledge, who would, were they en- 
couraged, readily ftep forward, 
and reduce agriculture (both in 
theory and practice, with all its 
conncc? 
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* connexions and dependencies on 
botany, chytniflry, i«nd other 
branches of ‘*iaturat< philofbphy) 

»‘into a fyflertiiof education as re- 
: gular, plain* and introduXory to 
'•right conduX, as in <any other, art 

* or profeffion' in. life. * Let it but 
'have a* beginning, and* ioftruc- 
/ tors would,* no doubt,* .fcxm 

* abound* 


' Additional Obfervatiots to a Yrea- 
tife, entitled , The prefent Method 
■' of Inoculation for the Small 'Pox, 
& c. fkbUjhed tytbt' Author feme 
* Years ago, /'V^'Baroti^Dknf- 
dale’s Trattt on- Inoculation. 

\ OINCE the^pubKcatioir of the 
* above-mentioned' • treatife, I 

harc Gortthldecitho pWXiceof in- 
Octriation, and attended to every 
: crfh*h*«proeefty with? the ut- 

*' rriofl ckcumipeXionp irronfer# as 
T-nMcb* sfrpcMible, to reduco**tbe 
, preparatory i<egimen^ and> fnbfe- 
^liefttttianagftrfent oftthe patieats,* 
^ toiasgreater degree of certainty. * 
'■ r»tht9addition^he!^forej I^hal!’ 
make fuch obfervations as appear 
° t6 be of the moft importance, and 
^ to render them as conneXed as 
< poflible, I fliail follow the order 
11 obfeived in that cfTay. 

I do not find much reafon to 
1,1 alter- my feniiments, delivered in 
the firft chapter, with refpeX to 
' the age, conltitution, and feafon 
' ! of the year, proper for inocula- 
°tion. 

' Although I am ftill of opinion 
'* that rite ulation of children 
' undtr tw r* of age is liable 
to obj have neverthelefs 

" Ka d frpeaLtc afion to inoculate 

; man age, without a 

•' fi a gie inlU. - ■' any fatal -confer 
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i qoeace jr if*th«efar^ 
tion*or other ckciittiftai^V^ re 
is danger of taking .thfc fttteaifcby 
natural ofeXioiv it may>bctvery 
*d vifeable* to iaoeufett .duripgfhis 
•early period. 

- Ia-addition to this, I wouldjuft 
drop thiai&uat ionary remark, -that 

children- with heads remarkably 
larger lift proportion to their bo* 
r dies,uoppjj«Bto me exceptionable 
fubjedh ; I particularly refer to 
ftich oWdreD as may have been 
fufpeXad otfshavjng .had water in 
the yentmles of the. -brain, in 
nearly dnffency. 1 have feen twoof 
thefoy where the eruptive fever 
was accompanied with a -very 
alarming;. flu por, which: did jiot 
abater aJdiqugli the erupfrjoj*>was 
i of a diflsnXj kind, and. the, puf- 
tules wveoy^ew ia number;, and 
one oftbeoh^'hohad beenCu/ptX- 
ed to* htwr<fbad the ihjokoftfipba* , 
lus wboo ue^fcyoimg^lniOTwn- 
oculated when four years hld*<6ed 
during -the difofey without re- 
i covering from the flu por, haying, 
al'theifame time, a very mikMnd 
moderate eruption* erf-puftute# ffl ~ 1 
which the progrefsj of mauira- 
tion did not feeim interrupted. 

With refpeX to the chapter, on 
preparation . I have, exprefled a 
doubt, whether much* if not 
the whole of the- preparation,, may 
not be difpenfed with, except in 
full habits, or where other parti- 
cular circumflances may require 
it.” Repeated experience has 
fully confirmed this, opinion, fo 
that, for fo me. years pall, I have 
not enjoined any reftriXion in re- 
fpeX to diet ; nor direXed any 
medicines to be taken before the 
time of the operation, by Inch 
as have appeared to be in a proper 
Rate of health. Omtbe evening 
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of die day in which the operation 
is performed, I have for forrte time 
given a few grains of the follow- 
ing powder, which is fomewhat 
different from the compoGtion I 
had before prescribed, though not 
materially: 

K Merc. dulc. fublim. Jfs 
Pujv, g CheL Cane. c. Siiifs 
Sijlph. Aurat. Antimon. gr. 24. 
Tart. Emft. gr. 6. Mifce accura- 

tiffime. 

Throe or four grains of this 
powder is a fufficient dofe for 
children : I feldom give more 
than fix grains to adults. 

After the inoculation is per- 
formed, the rules laid down con- 
cerning diet are to be obferved ; 
arid a proper attention being paid 
to prevent coftivenefs, no more 
medicines are ufually given till the 
fifth or fixth evening after the ope- 
ration; on one of whfleh, accord- 
ing to the greater or lefs apparent 
inflammation of the infected arms, 

1 repeat the fame quantity of the 
powder as before. As this quan- 
tity commonly produces in chil- 
dren two or three ftools on the 
following day, no further medi- 
cine is necefTary for them. But 
to adults I ufually prescribe a 
gentle purgative the morning af- 
ter the exhibition of the powder, 
and the repetition, or omiflion, of 
the powder, in all cafes is to be 
regulated according to the fymp- 
toms. Sometimes a third dofe 
is ordered about the time of the 
eruption. 

Therd are, however, perfons of 
robuft and plethoric conftitutions, 
to whom, not 6nly a very mode- 
rate diet, but fome evacuations 
are necefTary, previous to the ope- 
ration. 

Vox* XXIV. 
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I am alfo clearly perfuaded, that 
fevcral tender and delicate perfons 
have fuffered greatly, from the 
want of (kill in thofe who indis- 
criminately preferibe the rules laid 
down for preparation, for all con- 
ftitutions alike; enjoining a drift 
abftemioiis diet, and injudicioufly 
exhibiting mercurials, and other 
aftive medicines ; by thefe means 
reducing the ftrength of the pa- 
tient too low, and expofing him to 
unnjeceflary fufferings, and fome- 
times to great danger. 

Convinced of this truth by many 
inftances which have fallen within 
my own observation, I have been 
cautious in giving mercurials, or 
repeated purgations, or of refufing 
the life of common diet to fuch 
conftitutions; but have allowed 
light animal food at dinner, with 
a glafs or two of wine, ascuftom 
may have occafionally made ne- 
cerfary, during the whole time 
preceding the eruptive fever. 

By thefe rtieans, perfons of very 
delicate habits have not only been 
condufted thropgh this difeafe, 
without any unfavourable fymp-' 
tom, but, inftead of being fubje6t- 
ed to a variety of diforders, have 
even enjoyed a better ftate of 
health after, than before; but here 
likewife it is impoflible to fix any 
general rule. The management 
of every one muft be fubmitted 
to the judgment of the operator, 
who fhould neither negleft to give 
proper medicines when the occa- 
fion requires, nor by a multipli- 
city of di regions interrupt nature 
in her efforts. 

At the end of this chapter I 
have mentioned an inftance under 
my own obfervation, of a child 
born nine weeks after inocula- 
tion, at the full time, wath dif- 
1 tmft 
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tintf marks of the difeafr, though 
the mother had very few erup- 
tions.” I havefince feen inflances, 
in ageneral inoculation of a village 
near Hertford, in which two wo- 
men with child were inoculated, 
and each had a plentiful eruption 
of fmall-pox : three or four years 
afterwards I inoculated the chil- 
dren, and both had the difeafe 
with a tolerable nuiliber of puf- 
tules. I will juft add, that al- 
though of many pregnant women 
that I have inoculated, not one 
mifcarried during the difeafe; yet 
I have known mifcarriages to 
happen in a (hort time after their 
recovery: I therefore think it un- 
advifeable to inoculate women in 
that (late, unlefs the neceffity of 
the cafe requires it. 

To the third chapter concerning 
infeflion , it feims not improper to 
add, that the method I now ge- 
nerally ufe in performing the in- 
oculation, as believing it to be the 
b eft, is (imply this: The point 
of a lancet (lightly dipped in the 
recent variolous matter, which I 
prefer taking during the eruptive 
fever, is introduced obliquely be- 
tween the cuticula and cutis, fo 
as to make the fmalleft pun&ure 
poflible, rarely producing a drop 
of blood., The finger is ihen 
gently prdTed on the lancet while 
introduced, which being turned, 
is withdrawn. 

The precaution of turning the 
lancet is, that the matter may be 
more certainly wiped off and in- 
ferted. This operation is free 
from pain. 

This mode of practice I for- 
merly did not entirely approve of, 
but from further experience, l 
find it the bed, an'd it always fuc- 
ceeds when properly conducted. 
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I formerly made it a point to 
inoculate with fluid matter, as has 
been deferibed; but it being hard- 
ly poflible at all times to find pa- 
tients in a proper date, and fome 
perfons objecting to this inter- 
courfe, from an apprehtnfion of 
danger, I have for a confiderable 
time found i he following method 
equally fuccefsful. A lancet well 
infeded, or matter placed, when 
in a fluid date, on a plate of glafs 
or gold, and afterwards differed 
to dry, is held over the fleam of 
boiling water, or a fmall quan- 
tity of water, barely fufiicient for 
dilution, is added to it, and the 
matter, thus moiftened or diluted, 
is ufed for the purpofe of inocula- 
tion ; as I know of no difference 
as to the fuccefs, where there is 
an opportunity of advifing with a 
patient, I confent to the choice 
of either method. 

In the rifcxt chapter, on the pro- 
grefs of infeflion , extenfive expe- 
rience has abundantly convinced 
me, that at the commencement 
of the eruptive ftafte, when a high 
degree of fever, and other alarm- 
ing fympfoms threaten a large or 
unfavourable eruption, the going 
out in the frefli cool air, and tak- 
ing evacuants, are abfolutely ae- 
ceffifry. and productive of the 
hap pi ell effe&s. 

But the fame treatment is not 
required where the complaints are 
moderate, and the conftitution of 
the patient is delicate. 1 have 
therefore, in fuch cafes, relaxed 
confiderablv in this particular, and 
it is now my praflice ♦ith.fuch 
patients, to difpenfe with thefe 
injunctions. * 

The eruption being completed, 
and the complaints much abated, 
or entirely removed, a drift ad- 
herence 


v 


Digitized by Google • 



USEFUL I 

herence to the very cold regimen 
is by no means requilite, but on 
fome oceafions may be attended 
with danger. Where the eruption 
is abundant (which, whatever may 
be aflerted by fome practitioners* 
will fometimes happen, notwith- 
ftanding every precaution is ufed) 

I recommend confinement to the 
chamber, that the eafe of the pa- 
tient, which is now become a ne- 
ceffary objeCV, may be fully con- 
fulted. For though the puftules 
may be quite diftinft, and with- 
out any apparent danger, yet as 
each of thefe is like a little boil, 
all taken together muft neceflarily 
occafionmuch uneafinefsand pain, 
specially when the patient is in 
motion. 

Under thefe circum fiances, the 
room ihould be kept moderately 
cool, of fuch a temperature as to 
be agreeably warm to thofe who 
are fitting in it; for the fudden 
tranfition from a warm clofe room, 
to a cool airy one, may prove very 
dangerous to the patient, and is 
therefore not to be ufed, but with 
^rcat difcretion, as wiil evident- 
ly appear from the following in- 
llance. 

I was defired to v^ifit a woman 
who had a good fort of natural 
fmall-pox, though very full. — 
Through the exceffive officiouf- 
iiefs of thofe about her, who had 
fcen the good cffe<fts,in fome cafes, 
of expofing the fick to the cold air, 
Ihc was, near the time of matura- 
tion, forced out of bed, drefled, 
and removed into a cool room. — 
Here (he fainted away, the puf- 
tules all funk, and die feemed 
expiring ; but by being imme- 
diately put into bid, and taking 
fome qordial medicines, the puf- 
ftdes rofe again, and fine foon be- 
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came better. It muft, however, be 
acknowledged, that her life was 
expoftd to the moft imminent 
danger. Extremes therefore Ihouid 
be cautioufly avoided. 

I have alfo been called on to 
vifit other patients, ill of the na- 
tural fmall-pox, who from a pre- 
vailing idea that the cold regi- 
men was proper, in every ftage of 
the difeale, have evidently been 
expofed to danger, by having 
been injudicioufty carried out at 
the time the puftules were far ad- 
vanced in maturation; and I have 
even known this improper treat- 
ment praClifed in the middle of 
winter. 

If the quantity of puftules be 
large ; if the fever, after tha- 
eruption, remains in any confi- 
derable degree, and the (kin feels 
ftretched and painful, but more 
efpecially if the throat be fore, fo 
as to render fwallowing very dif- 
ficult (which in a few inftances 
has happened), in fuch cafes I 
apply a blifter plaifter upon the 
very place of the arm where the 
incifion was made. For in fuch 
calcs it frequently happens that 
the inoculated part is the princi- 
pal feat of pain, occafioned by a 
duller of confluent puftules form- 
ed about the incilion, which feems 
to point out the propriety of di- 
minillnng the tendon and inflam- 
mation of the part, and difeharg- 
ing the acrid variolous matter, as 
it were from the fountain, whence 
the # whole milch let had its fource. 
The blifter plaifter I ufe is about 
the fize of an Engliih crown-piece, 
and conlifts of 

Pulv. Cantharid. 

Unguent. Bafilic. flav. (Pham. 

Lond.) ana. q. s. 

Ia This 
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This is fpread pretty thick on a 
foft linen rag, whofe edges are co- 
vered with fome flicking plaifler, 
m ordei the better to fix the blitter 
plaifler on the part. 

Let it be gently prefTed till it 
flicks a little, putting a fmall 
piece of lint between it and the 
inoculated puftule, and_fuffer it 
to remain on -about twelve hours. 
It will almoft infallibly produce 
both fpeedy and confiderable re-* 
lief. 

The blifler plaifler being re- 
moved, the part is to be drefTed 
with a little Upgnent. Bafi lie. 
flav on a pledget of lint, and the 
whole covered with a little cerate 
epulotic of the fame difpenfatory, 
fpread on a foft linen cloth ; and 
this cerate, I think,* is always 
preferable to any other applica- 
tion that has been, or is now in 
common ufe for drefling blifler 
plaifters. 

I do not know that any perfon 
has ever pra6lifed this method of 
applying biifter plaifters on the 
inoculated parts, except myfelf, 
and thofe who have received this 
information from me: but its ef- 
fects are fo fpeedy and falutary, 
as to render it worthy of general 
ufe on fuch occafions. It likewife 
gives much Jefs trouble than the 
application of large biifter plaif- 
ters, upon other parts of the body, 
which are not only more painful, 
but lefs efficacious. It is indeed 
attended with fo little uneafinefs, 
that even children feidom com- 
plain of it. 

It may perhaps be imagined, 
that from this application the fore 
may afterwards become trouble- 
fome to the patient; but expe- 
rience is againfl this fuppofition; 
for when I have inoculated in* 
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both arms, and Wittered only one, 
theblHlered incifion has mofl com- 
monly healed (boner than the 
other. 

Under this head I have alfoto 
add, that in fome ,cafes, particu- 
larly of young children, it hap- 
pens that the inoculated part, evert 
early in the difeafe, inflames con- 
fidmablv, fo as to occafion great 
reftieffnefs and fever, although 
the puftules on other parts are 
very few, and of a good kind; in 
this flate I apply a common cata- 
plafrn of bread and milk to the 
part, which, with certainty, gives 
relief. 

Some refpc£lable praftttionert 
having expreffed their fatisfa&ion 
with that part of the chapter of 
anomalous fympt<5ms, &c. where 
the eryfipeiatous rafh that had 
fometimes been miflaken for a 
confluent fmall-pox, was fhewn to 
be inoffenfivc; 1 am encouraged 
to mention another complaint that 
has feveral times <Hffteflfed me 
greatly, and I make no doubt has 
*!fo occurred to others in the 
courfe of their practice, with what 
I eileem to be the caufe, and bed 
manner of treating it. 

Sometimes a patient who has 
pa (Ted through the eruptive fe- 
ver, in the ufual manner, with 
moderate fymptoms, and been 
relieved from every con\pIaint 
by the eruption of a few puftofes, 
has, after all apprehenfions offu- 
ture illnefs ceafed, been unex- 
pectedly attacked with a fmart, 
and even alarming degree of fe- 
ver, accompanied with great reft- 
leftnefs, and very frequently in 
children with uncommon firs of 
crying. Not being able to ac- 
count for this complaint from any 
circumttances belonging to this 
difeafc, 
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difeafe, I for a time attributed it 
to fome unknown caule, indepen- 
dent of the fmall-pox; but observ- 
ing that feizures of the fame kind 
happened in feveral inftances, my 
attention was excited to invefti- 
gate its true caufe, which 5 am 
now convinced originates Ifrom 
puftules fituated on the internal 
part of the mouth, or on the mem - 
branous parts of the nofe or oefo- 
phagus. I have always treated this 
complaint fuccefsfullv, by mode- 
rate cordials, fufficient to produce 
a flight perforation, by which 
means, the whole difturbance has 
generally been over in twenty-foul* 
hours, and no further inconve- 
nience has been fuffered from it ; 
this arifes from the abatement of 
the tetifion; for it is obferved, that 
the pdftules On thofe parts, which 
are conflantly hot and moift, come 
to maturity much earlier than thofe 
on the Ain. 

Ih the laft paragraph of the 
chapter, on the confequences of this 
method of inoculation , it is obferved, 
that M 1 firmly believe no one has 
£ver had, or can have, the dis- 
temper a fecond time, either in the 
natural Way, or from inoculation.” 
Although I am Supported in this 
opinion by the moft eminent Eng- 
Hlh phyficians, yet 1 have found 
manyperfohs in Ruffia, who affirm, 
they have had the fmall-pox twice, 
fome even thrice. This however 
does not induce me to change my 
opinion, as it is probable, nay, 
more than probable, that thofe 
who have been entrusted with the 


care of perfons under eruptive 
diforders, have been themfelves 
deceived, as to the nature and 
quality of fuch eruptions. 

It is not my intention to difpute 
this ooint at prefent; if however 
we fuppoft fome to have had the 
natural fmall-pox Twice, this cir- 
cumftance, inftead of making a- 
gainft inoculation, is an argument 
in its favour, as I can with the 
jutmoft truth declare, that of the 
very great number of thole l have 
inoculated (feverai of whom ha\fe 
pa fled through the difeafe in a very 
flight manner), 1 never heard that 
a tingle perfon has had, or even 
been fufpeCted to have had, the 
fmall-pox a fecond time. The 
inoculated therefore feem to bfe 
more fecure than thofe who have 
h*d the difeafe naturally. That 
inftances have happened, though 
nbt in my own pra&ice, where 
inoculated perfons have afterward* 
taken the natural fmall-pox, I have 
heard, and believe; but fo far a* 

I have been abletodifcover by my 
enquiries, it has conftantly hap- 
pened that the operator has been 
deceived; indeed, there was much 
greater ambiguity and hazard. of 
its failing in the former method, 
by large iriciftons and the ufe of 
plaifters, than in the profent prac- 
tice, where the whole progrefs of 
infection is lb plain, that an ex- 
perienced practitioner can hardly 
be miftaken. This, added to the 
certainty of infecting, are ftrong 
recommendations of the prefent 
practice. 
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ffiftory and Antiquities of the For- 
treffes and Cajilcs in the Ifle 
of Wight. From Sir Richard 
\Vor (ley’s Hifiory cf that JJland . 

O F thefortrefles on this ifland,' 
the caftle of Carifbrooke 
claims the firft notice j not only 
from its antiquity, but becaufe all 
lands were held of the lord, as 
of the caftle of Caiilbrooke, by 
the fervice of defending itagainft 
an enemy, whence it was called 
the Honour of Carilbrooke. It 
appears by Domefday-book to 
have been built by William Fitz- 
Olborne, Earl of Hereford, and 
the firft lord of the ifland, foon 
after the Norman conqueft, and 
moft probably at the fame time 
that he founded the Priory. The 
land on which the caftle (lands 
was part of the Manor of Aving- 
ton. 

This caftle (lands on a fmall 
hill about a mile fouth-weft of 
the town of Newport, and over- 
looking the village of Carilbrooke; 
the walls of the original fortrefs 
include about an acre and an half 
of ground, and are nearly in fi- 


gure a re&angular parallelogram, 
having the angles rounded*. The 
greateft length is from call Id 
weft. The old caftle is furronud- 
edby a more modern fortification, 
faced with (lone, of an irrcgubr 
pentagonal form defended by live 
baftions ; thefe out-works, which 
are in circuit about three quarters 
of a mile, and encompafled by a 
deep ditch, circumfcribe in the 
whole about twenty acres ; they 
were added in the time of Qjieeii 
Elizabeth, and are faid to have 
been conftru£ted on the fameplaa 
as thofe of Antwerp f. Un a 
fmall projecting (lone, on the 
north-eaft corner, is carved the 
date one thoufand five hundred 
and ninety-eight. The entrance 
is on the weft fide in the curtain, 
between two baftions, through a 
fmall (lone gateway ; on the arch 
of which is the date one thou* 
fand five hundred and ninety* 
eight, with the initial letters 
E.R. X 

This gate leads to a fecond, 4 
much greater antiquity, znacln* 
colated and flanked by two laigp 
round towers. It is fuppofcd to 


* Thefe angles were taken down and rebuilt by Queen Elizabeth, as appears by tb e 
date one thoufand fix hundred and one on the fouth-eaft angle. 

f By an Italian engineer, named Genebella, who bad like wile been employed frtk 
fortifications of that city. OglandePs MS. 
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have been built by Lord Wood- geon ; its figure is an irregular 
ville, in the time of Edward the polygon; the afcent to it is bv 
Fourth, his arms being carved on feventy-two fteps up the fide of 
a (tone at the top. and the rofes the mount, and there are more 
of York on each fide. The old within ; each (lep is about nine 
gate, with its wicket of firong inches. This multangular to, wer 
lattice-work, faf.ened with large bears evident marks of great anti- 
nails at every crolfing, is ftill re- quity : fome of the angles are 
maining, and opens into the (trengthened by walling of hewit 
Caftle-yard. Entering the area, (lone, which Wfere probably add- 
on the right hand ftauds the cha- ed under Edward the Fourth, 
pel of St. Nicholas, with its en- when the great gate was rebuilt, 
cloftd ccemetery, but no fervice There is a well here, faid to be 
is now performed in it ; the pre- three hundred feet deep, but it 
fent building was erected on the has been partly filled yp as ufdefs 
ruins of an ancient chapel, en- and dangerous: the Keep com- 
dowed when Domefday-book was mands a mofi extenfive and beau- 
compiled. Over the former cha- tiful profped, which is not con- 
pel was an armory, containing fined to the ifland only, but takes 
bread, b<ick, and head-pieces for in the New Foreft and Portfdown, 
two or three troops of horfe ; but with the fea intervening at dif- 
deten five armour being out of ufe, ferent points, 
they were fold by order of Lord At the fouth-eaft angle (lands 
Cadogan, when governor. Over the remains of another tower, 
the door is carved G. II. 1738; called Montjoy’s Tower; the 
and by a (lone tablet at the eaft walls in fome places were eighteen 
end we are informed that it was feet thick; the view from it not 
rehuilt during the government of fo extenfive as that from the 
Lord Lymington. Farther to- Keep. The rampart between thefe 
wards the left hand are the ruins towers is about twenty feet high, 
of fome buildings, faid to be thofe and eight feet thick, including 
in which king Charles the Firft a parapet of two feet and a half, 
was confined ; and a window is which was carried quite round the 
(hewn for that through which he caftle, 

attempted to efcape ; beyond Under a fmall building in the 
thefe are the barracks and gover- caftle yard is another well, more 
nor’s houfe ; the latter contains than two hundred feet deep, 
feyeral good rooms, with coved whence the water for the ufe of 
ceihngs. It has occafionally the garrilbn was drawn by means 
been ufed for a military hoi- of a large wheel, turned by an 
pital ; and certainly a moie pro- afs; this duty Was for forty years 
per place, with refpe£t to both air performed by the (ame animal, 
and fituation, could not have been not long fince dead, who on ac- 
found. count of his long fervices, be- 

In the north eaft angle of the canie one of the cufiolities of the 
bafe court, on a mount raifed con- place. Down this well it is ufual 
fiderably above the other build- to drop a pin, which, after a lapfe 
bigs, (lands the Keep, or Dun- of about three feconds of time, 

J 4 produces 
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produces a greater found than the town of Newport, is dated 
can be well conceived by thofe from hence ; and the will of Phi- 
who have not heard it. lippa, Duchefs of York, was pub- 

Thecaflle was probably repaired lifted- here the ninth year of 
by Montacute, Earl of Salifburv, Henry the Sixth, wherein fhe 
who held the lordfhip of this ftyles herfelf Duchefs of York, 
ifland in the ninth year of Richard and Lady of the Jfle of Wight, 
the .Second, the three lozenges, C a rifbrooke caflle has been ren- 

the arms of that family, being dered remarkable by the confine- 
placed on a buttrefs at the cor- ment of Charles the Ftrfl, who 
ner of part* of the governor's taking refuge here, was detained 
Jodgings ; but much the greater a prifoner from November, one 
portion of the buildings now thoufand fix hundred and forty- 
ftanding, particularly the gover- feven, to September, one tbou- 
nor’s apartments, the offices and fand fix nundred and forty- 
outworks, were built in the time eight, when he was fuffered to 
of Queen Elizabeth, who, at the remove to Newport, and to re- 
felicitation of Sir George Carey, new his treaty with the parlia- 
when England was threatened ment. The particulars of his 
with the famous Spanifh Armada, treatment will be mentioned in 
gave four thoufand pounds to- the account given of the govern- 
wards the expences. Sir George ment of Colonel Hammond. On 
alfo procured four hundred pounds the king's death, it was convert- 
from the gentlemen of the ifland, ed into a prifon for his children, 
and the commonalty contributed wherein died the Lady Elizabeth, 
their perfonal labour, by digging whom the levelling rulers of that 
the outward ditch gratis. The time are faid to have intended to 
governor was affifted in the direc- apprentice to a button maker, 
tion of thefe works by Thomas She was buried at Newport. It 
Worfley, Efq ; and the whole was likewife made a prifon by 
amount, including the repairs of Cromwell and Charles the Se- . 
Yarmouth caflle and Sharpnore cond. 

fort, is ftill extant in a long parch- There are feveraj other forts 
ment roll, figned with the ac- in this ifland, which-were all 
quittance of the Lord Treafurer ere&ed about the thirty-fixth year 
Burghky. This roll contains of Henry the Eighth, when many 
many curious particulars of the other forts and blockhoufes were 
prices of labour and materials at t>uilt in different parts of tb* 
that time : a copy of it is given in coafl of England, 
the Appendix. An armourer and Sandown fort commands a bay 
fletcher, paid by the queen, were on the foujh-eaft fide of the ifland, 

. ytfiding here in that reign, as ap- where there is a good landing- 
pears by the appointment in Sir place. It is a very low fquare 
Kicbard Woi (ley's patent. building, flanked by four baf- 

The lords of the ifland, and the tiops, and encosnpalfed by a ditch, 
governors fince their tirne, have Being efieemed of the greateft 
pnade this caflle their place pf re- confequence of any fort in 
fidence. The firfl charter of the iilaitfl, ft had an eftablifkmenc, i 
puuptffs Ifabclla de Fortibus to confifting pf a mailer gunner, an<j 

thirty 
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Airty foldiers ; but this has Cnee 
been reduced, and the pay of 
twenty two of the foldierS applied 
to increaCng the faiaries of the 
matter gunners of the other forts. 
It had been much neglected, but 
lately has Seen pert into repair at 
a very considerable expenrp to the 
crown, and the apartments made ' 
fit for the reception, of the cap- 
tain, who refides here in the 
furnmer. 

Yarmouth cattle was built for ; 
the defence of the entry into Frelh- 
water, or Yar river : it is fituated 
on the north-weft part of the 
ifland, and at the weft end of the 
town ; part of it (lands oh the 
wall of the church, demolifhed by 
the French in the thirty-fifth of 
Henry the Eighth. It is much 
of the fame conftru&ion with 
thofe built in that reign, and was 
erefted under the dire&iou of 
Richard Worfley, captain of the 
ifland, together with another fort, 
called Worfley's Tower. 

Carey’s Sconce, or Sharpnore 
fort, about a mile to the weft of 
Yarmouth, was afterwards built 
by Sir George Carey, in the 
room of Worfley’s Tower, which 
ftood at a very Jmall diftance weft- 
ward ofjhe Sconce, oppofite Hurft 
efcftle, but was then fallen to der 
cay. 

Weft Cowes cattle (lands on the 
weft fide of fhe river Medina : it 
is a fmall (lone building, with a 
(em i circular battery. Qppoure, 
on the eafl fide of the river, was 
another fort of the fame kind ; 
when entire, they jointly protect- 
ed the harbour. This is now fo 
totally demoliflied, that there is 
' not the lead vellige of it ljemain- 
ing. 


Htyory and Antiquities of Carif- 
brooke Priory, In the Ifle of 
Wight. Fiom the fame . 

T HE charters, grants, and 
confirmations of the Priory 
of Carilbrooke are regittered in 
the Chartulary ; thry confilt of 
btt Keen two and three hundred, 
of Which very few are of confe- 
qence, being chiefly grants of 
inconfiderable parcels of land : 
the mod important are, 

The Charter of Earl Baldwin, in 
the Reign of King Stephen. 

Baldwin, Earl of Devon, and 
lord of the ifland, confirms 
to the Abbot and Convent of 
Lyra, all tithes, lands, rents, 
and benefice^ which they Jiold in 
the Ifle of Wight ; to hold as free- 
ly as they held the fame in the 
limp of William Fitz Oiborne, or 
Richard de Redvers, father of the 
faid Baldwin. But under this con- 
dition, that Geoffrey, the clerk, 
(ball enjoy one moiety, and Ste- 
phen, the clerk, the other moiety, 
during their lives; paying thirty 
(hillings each yearly t n the Abbey 
of i_yra, in acknowledgment of 
its being the mother church ; and 
after their deaths the church of 
Carilbrook (hal! remain to the 
Abbot and Convent of Lyra, to 
be freely by them enjoyed, either 
as demefne; or they, may fend 
Monks to the faid church. Tef- 
tibus Pagano vice ccmite Brieno de 
Infula , Ccrvafa Abb ate de Quad- 
raria , et aim . 

The Charter of William de Ver- 
dun, in the reign of K. John. 

He grants and confirms to the 
church of Garilbroook, two marks 

yet 
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per annum\ devifed by his nephew, 
Richard de Redvers, Earl of De- 
von, to be received out of the 
toll of the ifland, by the baylifF 
of his New Borough (Newport) : 
atnd the Monks of Carifbrook, 
delivered into the hands of the 
(aid earl, in the prefence of his 
barons, the charter of the faid 
Richard; by the terms of this ^ 
grant, the Monks of Carifbrook 
are bound to perform daily fervice 
in the chapel of Newport; yet the 
burgefles, both men and women, 
are to go to the mother church of 
Carifbrook on the great feftivals, 
according to cuftom. Tefiibus 
Mabilia Comitiffa, Wcltero Abb ate, 
Willo Jil. Sluij* Roberto JR, Brieni , 
cum multis aliis . 

Genera! Charter of Confirmation 
by William de Vermin. 

This charter confirms to the 
Abbot and Convent of Lyra all 
former grants ; namely the church 
of Carilbrook, with the chapels 
of Northwood, Shorwell, the 
chapel of the infirm, and of the 
New Borough ; the churches of 
Avreton, Whippingham, New- 
church„ Godfhill, Niton, and 
Frefh Water, alfo the tithes of all 
his demefne iands in the ifland, 
v»z. the tithes of Frefh water. Af- 
feton, Compton, Brook, of Nine- 
wood, held by the Prior of Chrift- 
church, a nd two parts of t he tithes 
of Shalflcer, and Chtffle ; the 
tithes of the demefnes of Robert 
of Shorwell, there and at Ulwar- 
ton ; of the demefnes of Niton, 
Stenbury, Week, and Appuldur- 
ccmbe, and other the demefne 
lands of Monfburg, and Apfe, 
belonging to the canons of Chrift - , 
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church ; the tithes of the, de- 
mefnes of Ralph de Glamorgan, 
at Yavcrland, alfo of Nunwell, 
and Whippingham : the tithes of 
the demefnes of Herbert Fitz- 
Turbert, and Hugh de Clerken- 
hull, and from Shide, of the de- 
mefnes of William de Argenton, 
and the moiety of the church of 
Chale, with forty (hillings an- 
nual rent, paid by the Monks of 
Quarr to the Monks of Lyra, lor 
the tithes of Arreton, Hafely, 
Boucombe, and Shalcombe, twen- 
ty fhtllings’ rent paid out of Bou- 
come, one yardland in Bou- 
combe, and another in Wroxall, 
four (hillings from Week, and 
three (hillings from the two Ni- 
tons ; in Frefh water, two men 
with a yardland ; and in Comp* 
ton and Brook, two men a ud rwo 
yardlands; and in Witcombe.oue 
free tenement with its land; in 
the hamlet of Cal.dlands in the 
New Foreft, one man with his 
lands; two marks from the New 
Borough, of the toil of the ifland, 
according to the will of Richard 
de Red vers; with lands near Ca- 
rilbrook, given by Paverell de 
Argenton, and his brother Wil- 
liam, and the lands exchanged 
with Robert Crofs. 

From thechavterofEarl Baldwin 
it appears that he aflerts a right of 
nominating the Monks to the 
Priory of Carifbrook, probably as 
heir to the founder; and many 
yean afterwards, Ifabella de For- 
t i bus claimed a right of appro- 
bation of the Prior. It being en- 
tered in the Chartulary, that 
Richard de . Perans, appointed 
Prior of Carilbrook, by the Ab- 
bot and Convent of Lyra, com- 
plained that Ifabella pretended 
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that the houfe was in her hands 
on the vacancy of the prior, and 
that the advowfon of the priory 
belonged to her; that fhe took 
occafion on thefe pleas to difturb 
and vex the prior, had cited him 
to appearand anfwer in her courts, 
and had amerced him : on which 
the prior obtained an injunction, 
the feventh year of Edward the 
Firft. This dispute feems to have 
been afterwards accommodated, 
as there are releafes between the 
conntefs and the prior, wherein 
ihe referves to herielf the right of 
advowlon and lordftiip over the 
priory; thefe releafes bear date the 
ninth year of Edward the Firft. 

The claim of a right in the 
iratron, or reprefentative of the 
founder, to the temporalities of a 
religious houfe, in cafe of a vacan- 
cy, is by no means unprecedented ; 
and in fome inftances feems allow- 
ed in the decrees of the fynod con- 
vened by Ottoboni, ip the fourth 
year of Henry the Third, where 
patrons were forbid, by the fixth 
canon, to retain the profits of 
vacant benefices, excepting they 
are entitled to them by ancient 
ufage. It is to be obferved, that 
at this time the nobility of Eng- 
land, who were heirs to the 
founders of religious houfes, and 
to thofe who had given the ad- 
vowfons of churches to tnonafte- 
ries, had generally taken great 
offence at the Monks; who, by 
procuring the appropriation of 
their churches, and taking the 
profits to themfelves, had, as they 
conceived, abufed the truft re- 
pofed in them : the churches be- 
ing conferred on them, not as fi- 
necures, but under the fuppofi- 
t»on of their being the beft judges 


what perfons were moft fit to be 
prefented to the livings; whereas 
by thefe appropriations, the 
churches were negledfed, and the 
intention of the donors defeated. 
The Englifli nobility prefented a 
remonftrance on this fubjeCfc to 
Pope Alexander the Fourth, (fat- 
ing, ‘‘That they and their j. 
predecefTors, out of refpetf *• 
to the appearing fanCtity of the 
religious lorieties in England, had 
liberally conferred on them their 
right of patronage; that by fiidi 
means they might have the oppor- 
tunity of chufing fit perfons, and 
prefenting them to the bilbops, as 
a moft effectual provifion for the 
cure of fouls, and relief of the 
poor : whereas the/ found this 
pious intention fruftiated, not 
only by papal provifions, that in- 
terrupted the right courfe of pre- 
sentation, but chiefly becaule the 
religious, bv clandeftine and indi- 
rect ways, with the negleCt or 
contempt of their own bi(hops,had 
obtained thofe churches to their 
properties, by conceffions from the 
apoftolic fee: on which account 
they thought themfelves obliged 
to refume the patronage of fuch 
converted churches, amt leunite 
the advowfons to their own de- 
mefnes ; becaufe they faw the good 
intentions of themfelves and their 
predecelTors entirely defeated. ,> — 
All this his holinefs excufed in 
his anfsVer, by protefting “a pure 
and fincere defign in fo appro- 
priating fome churches to reli- 
gious places, with the affectionate 
bowels of piety and merry; firmly 
hoping and believing, that fuch 
conceffions of charity might relieve^ 
the wants of the religious, and 
promote the worfhio of God with- 
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mi the refpe6tive churches: and 
therefore, if their complaints were 
true, he was forry the apoftolical 
judgment fhould be deceived, and 
the facred intention of the fee of 
Home be fo pcrverfely difappoint- 
vth but far be it from them, obe- 
dient fons, for this caufe of ap- 
propriations and provifions, to 
revoke and take into their hands 
the right of patronage, beftowed 
on fuch religious houfes, fince 
they had no authority to difpofe 
of ecclefiaftical affairs, and mud 
tiot prefume to touch any facred 
thing. However, with the af- 
fiftance of the bifhops, he would fo 
effe&ually labour to redrefs all 
abufes, as to leave no juft matter 
of complaint or fcandal.” 

The fame pope, in an epiftle, 
two years afterwards, complained, 

that the covetous defire of the 
religious, had by falfe pretences 
obtained from the fee of Rome* 
the appropriation of many paro» 
chial churches within the kingdom 
of England, and had by that poifon 
infe&ed the whole nation : while, 
by thefe means, the worfliip of 
God was loft, hofpitality was in- 
termitted, epifcopal rights were 
detained, the doors of charity were 
fhut againft the- poor, the encou*- 
ragement of ftudious fcholars was 
abated, with many other fcandals 
end offences.” 

This practice of convents pro- 
curing the appropriations of 
churches became fo fcandalous, 
that even the Monks were afham- 
cd of it. Biftiop Kennet in his 
Parochial Antiquities, mentions 
an inftance, when Hugh de Le- 
von, Abbot of Meaux, in York* 
(hire, would have beftowed the 
appropriation of the church of 
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EfBrigton on *bat abbey : "the 
Monks themfelves obftru£fed bis 
•intention for the fpace of five 
years, pratefting againft the enor- 
mous injuries which would afife, 
to be lamented by perfons yet un- 
born. Nor was the difcootcnt on 
this fubjefl confined to the laity, 
but even the bifhops fought to 
have the evil red refled, and many 
canons were ena&ed in the fynods 
for that purpofe, to which the 
Monks (refuted obedience, and 
much violence was ufcd by the* 
in oppofition to the canons; not 
did they fubmit till they were re- 
duced by force. The monafteries, 
poffeffed of churches, not only ap- 
propriated the rents to their own 
ufe, but frequently farmed them 
out; by which means the good in- 
tentions of the donors were fruf* 
trated. 

In the fynod aflembied - 
at Oxford by Archbifhop *- 
Langton,the thirteenth canon for- 
bids the vicarage of any church to 
be given to a vicar who (hall not 
ferve the church : the fourteenth 
obliges thofe who have benefice to 
refide : the fifteenth appoints a fuf- 
ficient portion of the benefice to 
be allowed for the maintenance of 
the vicar: and the fortieth forbids 
the letting to farm, excepting it be 
done for fome caufe, which fhali 
be approved by the bifhop. 

Thefe canons were alfo p 
ordained by the fynod con- 
vened at London, by Otho, the 
pope’s legate ; and again v 68< 
by another fynod held by L 
Ottoboni, both of which require 
churches to be fupplied by a fefi* 
dent vicar. 

A negleft in the ob- - 
fervation of thefe canons, L 4 ' 
occafioncd 





Digitized by Google 



A N T I Q U I T I E S. 124 


occafioned the bifhop to collate 
to thofe churches which fell to 
him by lapfe : as fully appears 
by the regitfer of William of 
Wykeham, who collated to the 
vicarage of Carifbrooke, void, as 
he exprefsly fays, through neg- 
Je& of the conftitutions of Otho 
end Ottoboni. There had been 
great commotions in the ifland 
on this occafion, and to what a 
height they rofe at Godfhill, are 
feen in Bifhop WoocHock’s Regi- 
fter, wherein the Monks, with 
their friends, are recorded to 
have held the church by force. 
The bifhop aifo ordered the dean 
of the ifland, to put the clerk, 
collated by him, in polfeflioii of 
the church of God (hi 11, devolved 
1 o him, by virtue of the canon of 
the general council. ' 

81 In the year following, 
^ the fame opposition arofe 
at the church of Arreton, when 
the bifhop directed the dean of 
the ifland to indu6f the clerk by 
him collated contra omnes et fingu - 
Us contractor cr et rebell$s , u again ft 
all oppo^s.*’ After which the 
bifhop excommunicated nine per- 
fons forobftru&ing his clerk, with 
all thofe officiating in the faid 
church, commanding the dean of 
the ifland to denounce this ex- 
communication in all the churches 
of his deanery, at the time of high 
mafs, in which ceremony the crofs 
was to be elevated, the bell rung, 
the candles firft lighted and then 
extin&uifhed, with every other 
circutnftanee that could give fo- 
lemnity to thea6t. This was fol- 
lowed by a fequeftration of the 
churches of Frefliwater and Godf- 
hill, for contempt of the canons; 
and .the bifhop excommunicated 


thofe who had violated the fe- 
queftration. 

When King Edward the Third 
aflerted his pretenfions to the 
crown of France, Carifbrooke, as 
an alien priory, was, with' all its 
churches, feized by the crown, the 
king tlven presenting to them; and 
the priory was granted to the 
Abbey of Mont Grace, in York- 
fhire, founded by Thomas Hol- 
land, Duke of Surry: but Henry . 
the Fourth, in the firft year of 
his reign, probably to removt all 
caufes of difcontent between the 
courts of England and France, 
reftored it, with others which had 
alfd been feized. ' ' 

In the reign of Henry the Fifth 
it was again refumed, and given 
to the Monaftery of Shene, in 
Surry, founded by the king, where 
it continued till the time of its 
difTolution. In the reign of Hen- 
ry the Eighth, that abbey leafed 
it, together with the tithes of 
Godfhill and Frefliwater, ro Sir 
James Worfley, at the annual rent 
of two hundred marks, which 
leafe was renewed by his foil Rich- 
ard, whofe widow marrying Sir 
Francis Walfingham, Secretary of 
’ State to Queen Elizabeth, it came 
into his pofleflion. It was after- 
wards purchafed by Sir Thomas 
Fleming, from whofe family it 
came to the prefent pofleflors ; 
the vicarage remained in the 
crown, until Charles the Firft gave 
it to Queen’s College, Oxford. 
To the church of Carifbrooke be- 
longs the chapels of North wood. 
Weft Cowes, and Newport. At 
the time of Cardinal Beaufort’s 
taxation, this church was valued 
at twenty marks per annum, the 
vicarage at fixteen marks, and 
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the Procuracy of Lyra at forty 
marks. This priory, having been, 
founded when there were not more 
than nine or ten churches in the 
ifland, the Monks enjoyed a larger 
jurisdi&ion than thofeof later in- 
ditution, when molt lords of great 
pofieffions, having built new 
churches, had appropriated the 
tithes of their lands to them. 


ffifiory and Antiquities of the Ora- 
tory of Burton in the Ifle of 
Wight. From the fame . 

T HE Convent, or Oratory of 
Burton, or Barton, having 
been difTolved long before the 
general fuppreffion of monadic 
foundations, efcaped the notice 
•f Dugdale, Speed, Tanner, and 
other writers on religious houfes, 
fo that its exidence had nearly 
funk into total oblivion. Sir 
John Oglander indeed mentions 
it in his manufeript Memoirs, 
but his information appears to 
have been merely traditional: its 
hidory is however preferved in 
the regider of John de Pontiflera, 
Bifhop of Wincheder, wherein 
the datutes of the houfe are con- 
firmed by an indrument, in which 
the bifhop affirms he had feen the 
charters of John de Infula, Re&or 
of Shallleet, and of Thomas de 
Winton, Re<dor of Godfhill, 
founders of the Oratory of the 
Holy Trinity of Burton, for the 
ordering and governing the faid 
q Oratory made, and in full 
force, under the feals of 
the founders, as follows; 

I. Thar there fhall be fix chap- 
lains and one clerk to officiate both 
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for the living and dead, under the 
rules of St. Auguftin. 

II. That one of thefe fhall be 
prefented to the Bifhop of Win- 
cheder, to be the archpried; to 
whom the red dial! take an oath 
of obedience. 

III. That the archpried lhall 
be chofen by the chaplains there 
redding, who (hall prefent him 
to the bifhop within twenty days 
after any vacancy fhall happen. 

IV. They (hall be fubjed to 
the immediate authority of the 
bifhop. 

V. When any chaplain fhall 
die, his goods fhall remain to tbe 
Oratory. 

VI. They fhall have only one 
mefs, with a pittance, at a meal, 
excepting on the greater feftivalii 
when they may have three mefles. 

VII. They (hall be diligent in 
reading and praying. 

VIII. They fhall not go be- 
yond tbe bounds of the Oratory, 
without iicenfe from the arch- 
priefl. 

IX. Their habit fhall be of one 
colour, either black or blue; they 
fhall be clothed pallio Hibernia^, 
de nigra boneta cum pileo . 

X. The archpried fhall fit at 
the head of the table, next to him 
thofe who have celebrated magnum 
mijfam ; then the pried of St. 
Mary ; next the pried of the 
Holy Trinity; and then the pried 
who fays mafs for the dead. 

XI. The clerk fhall read fome- 
thing edifying to them while they 
dine. 

XII. They fhall deep in one 

room. . ’ ■ 

XIII. They fhall ufe a fpecial 
prayer for their benefa&ors. 

XIV. They fhall in all their 

ceremonies, 
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Ceremonies, and in tinkling the 
bell, follow the ufe of Sarum. 

XV. ' The archprieft alone fhail 
have charge of the bufinefs of the 
houfe. 

XVI. They (ball, ail of them, 
at their adtniflion into the houfe, 
fwear to the observance of thefe 
liatutes. 

Thomas de Winton, and John 
1 de Infula, clerks, grant to John 
Bifhop of Winchefter, and his 
fucceflors, the patronage of their 
Oratory at Burton, in the pariili 
of Whippingham, that he might 
become a protestor and a defender 
of them, the archprieft, and his 
fellow chaplains. 

The bifhop, at th? inftance of 
John de Infula, the Surviving 
founder, Thomas, being then 
dead, or that, after a year and a 
day from their entering into this 
Oratory, no one (h ill accept of 
any other benefice or (hall depart 
the houfe. Atlum et datum in 
diflo Oratorio de Burton, a. 1289, 
Jordano de King ft on et aliis tejlt- 
bus. \ 

, The aichprietf being 
* **■ fufpended by the bifhop, 

the dean of the ifland was ordered 
to take charge of his Oratory in 
the houfe at Burton : foon after, 
I the archprieft being a cap- 
™ *-* tive in France, and the 
houfe of Burton in a ruinous con- 
dition, the bifhop gave orders for 
the houfe to be repaired, and 
other neceflary things to be done. 

The Oratory was, in 
439 -J the eighteenth year of 
Henry the Sixth, furrendered into 
the hands of the bifhop, and, to- 
gether with its lands, by the pro- 
curement of bilhop Wainfket, 
granted to the College of Win- 
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chefter: it was endowed With the 
manor of Whippingham, the de- 
mefne lands of Burton, or Barton, 
and fome lands at Chajc. The 
file and demefnes of the Oratory 
art dill held under a leafe from 
the Warden and Fellows of Win r 
chefter College; and part of the 
old building is yet (landing. 


Punic lnfcriptions in the Wefitm 
Boundaries of Canada ; ftom the 
Gentleman's Magazine for Augujl 
17 8i. 

I N the Journal Encyclop. 1781, 
Juin, p. 555, is the following 
article; “ Un Profefleur des Lan- 
gues Orientals a Cambridge en 
Amerique vient d’envoyer a M. de 
Gebelin, auteur du 4 Monde Pri- 
mitif,* trois lnfcriptions Pu- 
niques, qu’on a trouvees gravees 
fur des rochers, a Pembouchure 
d’une riviere qui eft a 5.0 mi lies 
du fud de Bofton. Elies furent 
gravees par les Carthaginois qui 
aborderent fur cette plage mecon- 
nue. Elies out pour objet Jeur 
arrives, 6 c les traites quils ft rent 
avec les habitans du pays. M. dc 
Gebtlin va donner un memoir fur 
cette importante decouverte.” If 
this intimation does not come 
from M. G. hirfifelf, then one muft 
fuppofe that there is fome one in 
America that can make out a 
Punic infeription, which is more 
than we knew before. I know a 
perfon of high rank and under- 
llanding, who is peifuaded, that 
the common Irifli is Punic, and 
that many of them have long 
known as much. If fo, they have 
little more tp do than to learn tb£ 
Punic 
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Pimrie fetters, and they all in- rdrfcd wifh a kind of very tall gf*A 
ftanlly become proftiTors in this fortheTpace of fome days* jour- 
moft ancient and radical language, jaey. Many of thefe fields were 
which fo little known to the erery where rorered with furrow^ 
imoft accompli (lied Hnguifts. F«tr as if they had been ploughed and 
Infceiptions on Rocks, fee Gem. fowed frequently. It is to betob^ 
Mag vol. xxxv. p. 374. 401. artd ferved, th it the nations who now 
Phil. Tranf. vol. Ivi. art. viii. inhabit N AmeriracouW notcuk 
44 In larer times there have been tivate the land in this manner, 
found a few mark> of antiquity, becaufe they never made trie of 
from which it may beconjeftured horfesy oxen, ploughs, or any tn- 
that N. America was formerly in- ftrumenis of hi.fbandry, nor had 
habited by a nation more verfed they ever feen a plough before the 
in fcience and more civiliied than Eur peans ran* to them In two 
that which the Europeans found or three places, at a ronfidrrabk 
on their arrival there, or that a diftance from each other, our tra* 
great military expedition was un- vellersmet with impreffioosof the 
dertaken to this conrinent from feet of grown people and chikiren 
thefe known parts of the world, in a reck; but this feems to have 
This is confirmed by an account been no more than a Lujus flat* 
which I received from M.de Ve- nw. When they came far to the 
ra,udrier, who commanded the ex- Weft, where to the beft of their 
pedition to the fourhward in per- knowledge no Frenchman or Eu- 
fon. I have heard it repeated by ropean had ever been, they found 
others, who have been eye- wit- in one place in the woods, and 
nefles of all that happened on that again on a large plain, great pillars 
occafion. Some years before I of ftone leaning upon each o'her. 
came intq Canada, the then Go- The pillars confifted of one fioglc 
vernor-general Chev. de Beaucha- ftone each, and the French could 
niois gave M de Veraudi ier an not but fuppofe that they had been 
order to go from Canada with a erefted by human hands. Some- 
number of people on an expedi- times they have found fucb ftonw 
tion acrol's N. America to the S. laid upon one another, and as it 
Sea, in order to examine bow far were formed into a wall. In fome 
thofe two places are diftant from of thofe places where they found 
each other, and to find out what fuch ftones, they could nqt find 
advantages might accrue to Cana- any other fort of ftones. They 
da or Louifiana from a communi- were not able to difeover any cbi- 
cation with that ocean. They fet rafters or writings upon ary of 
out on horft back from Montreal, thefe ftones, though they made 
and went as far due W. as they a very careful fearch after them, 
could on account of the lakes, At laft they met with a large ftone 
rivers, and mountains, in their like a pillar, and in it a fmaller 
way. As they came far into the ftone was fixed, which was coter- 
country beyond many nations, they ed on both fides with unknowa 
fometimes met with large trafts charafters. This ftone, which w* 
of land free from wood, but co- about a foot of French meafore 
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in lengthy and between four and 
five inches broad, they broke loofe, 
and carried to Canada with them, 
from whence it was feht to France, 
to the Secretary of State; Count 
de Maurepas. What became of 
it afterwards they kndw not; but 
think it is preferved in his collec- 
tion. Several of the Jefuits who 
have feen and handled this ftone 
in Canada unanimoufly affirm,' 
that the letters on it are the fame 
with thofe which, in the books 
tontaining accounts of Tataria, 
are called Tatarian characters ; 
and on comparing both together 
they found them perfectly alike. 
Notwithftanding the queftions 
which the French on the S. Sea 
expedition afked the people there, 
concerning the time when and by 
whom thefe pillars were ereCted, 
what their traditions and fenti- 
ments concerning them were, who 
wrote the characters, what was 
meant by them, what kind of 
letters they were, in what lan- 
guage they were written, and 
Other circumftances, they could 
never get the leaft explication; 
the Indians being as ignorant of 
thefe things as the French them- 
felves. All they could fay was, 
that thefe ftones had been in thofe 
places froxti time immemorial. 
The places where the pillars flood 
were qoo French miles weft ward 
of Montreal.” 


Account of a fingular Cnflorn kept up 
for many Years, and fill prevail- 
ing in Picardy ; from the Countefs 
De Genlis’j Theatre of Educa- 
tion. 

T HERE is ftill a part of the 
world where fimple genuine 
Vox.. XXIV. 


virtue receives public honours. It 
is in a village of Picardy, a place 
far diftant front the politenefs and 
luxury of great cities. There, an 
affeCling ceremony, which draws 
tears from the fpeClators; a fo- 
•lemnitv, awful from its venerable 
antiquity and falirtary influence, 
has been preferved, notwithftand- 
ingthe revolutiohs of twelve cen- 
turies j there the Ample luftre of 
the flowers with which innocence 
is annually crowned, is at once 
the reward, the encouragement, 
and the emblem. Here, indeed, 
ambition preys upon the young 
heart, but it is a gentle ambition; 
the prize is a hat, decorated with 
rofes. The preparations for a 
public decilion, the pomp of the 
feftival, the concourfe of people 
which it aflembl6s, their atten- 
tion fixed upon modefty, which 
does itfelf honour by its blufhes, 
the fimplicity of the reward, an 
emblem of thofe virtues by which 
it is obtained, the affe&ionate 
friendfhip of the rivals, who, in 
heightening the triumph of their 
queen, conceal in the bottom of 
their, worthy hearts the timid hope 
of reigning in their turn : ail thefe 
circumftances united give a pleaf- 
ing and affe&ing pomp to this fin- 
gular ceremony,whichcaufesevery 
heart to palpitate, every eye to 
fparkle with tears of true delight, 
and makes wifdom the obje£t of 
patiion. To be irreproachable, is 
not fufficient; there is a kind of 
’noble nefs, of which proofs are re- 
quired ; a noblenefs, not of rank 
and dignity, but of worth and in* 
nocence. Thefe proofs mull in- 
clude feveral generations, both on 
the father and mother’s fide ; fo 
that a whole family is crowded 
upon the head of one ; the triumph 
K of 
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of one is the glory of the whole ; 
and the old man with grey hairs, 
who ftteds tears of fen Ability on 
the vi&ory gained by the daugh- 
ter of his fan, placed by her fide, 
receives, in effeft, the reward of 
fixty years fpent in a life of vir- 
tue. 

By this means, emulation be- 
comes general, for the honour of 
the whole ; every one dreads, by 
an indelicate alUon, to dethrone 
either his lifter or his daughter. 
The crown of rofes, promised to 
the 01 oft prudent, is expefled 
with emotion, ^iftributed witji 
juft ice, and eftablilhes good n els, 
re&itude, and morality, in every 
family ; it attaches the beft peo- 
ple to the mod peaceful refi- 
dence. 

Example, powerful example, afts 
even at a diftance ; there the bud 
6 f worthy aftions is unfolded, and 
the traveller, on approaching this 
territory, perceives, before he en- 
ters it, that he is not far from Sa- 
lenqy. In the.courfe of fo many 
fuccelfive ages, all around them 
has changed ; they aloqe will 
tranfmit to their children the pure 
inheritance they received from 
their fathers : an inftitution truly 
great, from its fimplicity ; power* 
ful under an appearance of weak* 
nefs: fuch is die almoft unknown 
influence of honours ; fuch is the 
ftrength of that eafy fpriug, by 
which all men may be governed : 
fow honour, and you will reap 
virtue. 

If we rcfleft upon the iim£ the 
Salen<jians have celebrated this 
feftival, it is the moft ancient ce- 
remony exifting. If wo attend to 
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its objeft, it is, perhaps, she only 
one which is dedicated to thcfer- 
vice of virtue. If virtue is the 
moft ufeful add eftimable ad- 
vantage to fociety in genetyl, 
this eftabliihment, by which k 
is encouraged, is a public sad 
national benefit, and belongs to 
France. 

According to a tradition, band- 
ed down from age to age, Saint 
Medard, born at Salen^y, pro* 
prietor, rather than, lord, or the 
territory of Salenqy (for there 
were no fiefs at that time), was 
the inftitutor of that charming 
feftival, which has made virtue 
flourifh for fo m^ny ages. Hehsd 
himfelf the pleafing confolation of 
enjoying the fruit of his wifitan, 
and. his fomily was honoured with 
the prize which he had inftituted, 
for his lifter obtained the crown 
of rofes. 

This affe&ingand valuable fef- 
tival has been tranfmitted from the 
fifth century to the prefeotdty. 
To this rofe is attached * pul^y <*f 
morals, which from time imme- 
morial, has never fuftered the 
flighted blemifh; to this rok are 
attached the happinefs, peace, and 
glory of the Salenqians. 

This rofe is the portion, fre- 
quently the only portion, which 
virtue brings with it ; this life 
forms the amiable and pleafiog tie 
of a happy marriage. Even for- 
tune is anxious to obtain it, aid 
comes with refpeft to receive it 
from the hand of honourable in- 
digence. A pofleffion of twchre 
hundred years, with fuch fplrodid 
advantages, is the faireft title that 
exifts in the world. 
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i)rfcriftmaBdAntiq*itiescflkhx\M^ 
Ian Caftle, Town, (5fc. from 
Fennant'j Journey to Snowdon. 

A BOUT a mile and a half far* 
therftaudsthefmall borough 
of Rhuddlan* featedhighonthered 
clayey banks of the Clwyd, and 
above Morfa- Rhuddlan, a marfh 
celebrated for the battle in 795, 
between the Saxonsand Welflii our 
monarch Caradoc fell in the con- 
fli&, and, I fear, victory declar* 
ed a gain ft us. We do indeed fay, 
ffiat Offa, the famous King of 
Mercia, was (lain here ; but the 
Saxon chronicle places his death 
the year before that battle. The 
fine- plaintive Wellh tune, fo well 
known by the name of Morfa- 
Rhuddlan, is fuppofed to have been 
compofed on this occafion : for 
ri&ories are not the only fubje&s 
forthe harp. How beautifully does 
David lament the blood of the 
flam on the mountains of Gilboa : 
how are the mighty fallen, and the 
weapons of war perifhed ! 

The caftle had been a handfome 
building, in a fquare. With two 
extremes placed at oppofite cor- 
ners, with a double round tower 
at each; and a fingle one at the 
two other corners. The court 
forms an irregular oftagon. The 
ditch is large, faced on both (ides 
with ftone. The fteep (lope to the 
river was defended by high walls, 
and fquare towers : one is entire, 
and there are veftigescf two others: 
the firft is called Twyr-y-Silod ; 
another, in the caftle, was named 
Twyr-y-Brenhin, or the King’s 
Tower. 

To the fouth of the caftle, at 
about a furlong diftance, is a 
large artificial mount, the fite of 
another fort refs, of very early 
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date 5 the whole furrounded by a 
very deep fofs (including alfo the 
abbey) which croflfes from the mar- 
gin of the bank, near the afcent 
of the prefect road to St. Afaph, 
to another parallel road ; near 
which it is continued, then turns 
and falls nearly into the fouthern 
part of the walled ditch of the 
caftle : the whole forms a fquare 
area* of very great extent. T hefe 
different works were formed at 
three feveral times. The mount, 
now called Tut-Hill, and its fu- 
perftrufture (whatever it was), is 
thoroughly' Britifh, and is faid to 
have been built by Llewelyn ap 
Sitfylt, who reigned from the year 
1015 to 1020. It was a refidence 
of our princes from that time : 
but Gryffyd apLlewelyn in 1065, 
having given offence to Edward 
the Confeffor, by receiving Algar, 
one of his rebellious fubje&s, was 
attacked by Harold, who in re- 
venge burned the palace at Rhudd- 
lan. It was foon reftored, and 
as foon loft. Robert, afterwards 
furnamed of Rhuddlan, a valiant 
Norman , nephew to Hugh Lupus, 
Earl of Chefter, conquered it from 
the Welih, and, by the command 
of William the Conqueror, forti- 
fied it with new works, and made 
it his place of refidence; from 
whence he greatly annoyed our 
countrymen. The fquare towers 
are evidently of Norman archie 
tenure, and naturally adopted by 
the new owner. Robert received 
here a vifit from our prince Gryf- 
fydd ap Kynan, who came to 10- 
licit aid again ft his enemies, from 
the Norman warrior; which he 
obtained : but on fome quarrel 
attacked him in his caftle, took 
and burnt the bailey, or yard, and 
killed fuch a number of his men, 
K % that 
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that very few efcaped into the 
towers. 

Henry II. in 1157, added new 
flreng'h to the caftle, and left a 
confiderable garrifon in it before 
he quitted the country. Not- 
withftanding this, Owen Gwy- 
nedd, in 1167, took and dif- 
mantled it; but it was afterwards 
re-fortified by the Englifh 5 for it 
appears that this fortrefshad, with 
two others, been bellowed by 
Henry, with Emma, his natural 
lifter, on David ap Owen, fon and 
fucceftbr to Owen Gwynedd. 
Here, in 1187, entertained, 
very nobly, Baldwin Archbilhop 
of Canterbury, in his progrefs 
through Wales. Poffibly he re- 
figned it again to the Englifh; for 
I find that in 1214 it was befieged 
and taken by Llewelyn ap Jor- 
worth, his fucceflor in the prin- 
cipality. 

I mu ft not omit relating, not- 
withftanding I am unable to give 
the year of the event, that Randle 
Blundevile earl of Chefter, was 
in this caftle furprifed by a body 
of Welfb, and lay in the utmoft 
di ft refs, until he was relieved by 
his lieutenant, Roger Lacy, alias 
Hell ; who colle&ing fuddcnly a 
rabble of fiddlers and idle people, 
put the befiegers to flight. In 
reward he received from the earl, 
Magijlerium omnium Leccatorum et 
meretricum totius Ceftrcfhire. 

J find it in pofleflion of Ed- 
ward I. in 1277 ; who was fo well 
convinced of its importance in the 
conqueft of Wales, that he made 
it the rendezvous of all the forces 
deftined for that purpofe. . It was 
the place d'armes , and the great 
magazine of provifion for the fup- 
port of his army, in its advance 
into the country. The reigning 
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prince, Llewelyn ap Gryffydd, 
knew the danger of leaving fo 
confequential a place in the faandf 
of his enemy : but it refilled all the 
moil vigorous efforts made it 
in 1281, by Llewelyn and hk 
brother David, juft reconciled to 
him by the fenfeof their common 
danger. Soon after,' it proved 
the place of confinement to tig 
latter, not long before his igno* 
minious end at Shrewfbury. 

In order to fecure it from wy 
future attempts, Edward turoeo 
all his thoughts towards founding 
a fortrefs impregnable by any fu- 
ture attempts of the Welfh. He 
accordingly began with an a ft of 
juftice, that of making recom- 
pence to Matter Richard Bernard) * 
Parfon of Rhwddlan, for certain 
lands taken from him for the put* 
pofe of enlarging the caftle; and 
again, in 1282, made an exchange 
w ith the fame church, of fix aertf 
and a half, for the fame ufes: 
and on which he built the caftfey 
whofe ruins we now furvey. The 
finifhing of it took a confideritbk 
time ; for I find an order in 1*91* 
for overlooking the works at the 
cattles of Rhuddlan, Flint and 
Chefter. I cannot but remark 
here, the ftrong neceffity of curb- 
ing the new-conquered country 
with powerful garrifons; for not* 
withftanding all the ravages of 
long and barbarous wars, it re- 
mained fo exceedingly populous, 
that Edward politically drafted' 
out of it not lefs than fifteen thou* 
fand men, in aid of his Scottiit 
expedition. The coofequentt 
proved almoft fatal to him: 
while he lay encamped near Un* 
lithgow, a national quarrel e» 
fued between the Englifh and 
Welfh troops; and after 
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bloodfhed, the latter feparated 
themfelves from his army. 

During the civil wars of the 
laft century, it was garrifoned on 
the part of the king ; was taken 
by General Mytton in July 1646 ; 
and in the fame year ordered by 
the parliament (in the phrafe of 
the times) to be flighted, 1. t . 
difmantled, with many other 
Welfh caftles. 

In refpeCV to the civil hiftory of 
Rhuddlan, I find, that in the 
reign of Edward the ConfefTor, it 
made part of the great territories 
of Earl Edwin. It was then, by 
reafon of the inroads of Harold, a 
wafte; and continued fo when it 
waspoflefled by Hugh Lupus. It 
then became the capital of the 
diftrict: and Hugh enjoyed a 
moiety of the church, the mint, 
and mines of the iron ore found 
in the rn^nor; and a moiety of 
the water of Clwyd, /. e. of the 
mill and fifhery on fuch part 
Which belonged to Earl Edwin ; 
a moiety of the forefts on the 
manor, and of the toll, and of 
the village called Bren: and there 
were at this time in Rhuddlan 
eight burgefles. AH this Hugh 
Lupus granted to Robert of 
Rhuddlan* with an addition of 
certain hamlets dependent on the 
place; and a new borough was 
eroded, with eighteen burgefles, 
who enjoyed the lame privileges 
with thofe of Hereford and Bre- 
tail; and were exempted from all 
fines exceeding twelve-pence, ex- 
cept in cafe of manflaughter, theft, 
?md beinfare, i. e. the depriving a 
perfon of his fervant. 

Edward I. made this town a 
free borough, appointed the con- 
stable of the caftle for the time 
being to be mayor, and the bai- 
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lifFs to be chofen annually by the 
burgefles oa Michaelraas-day, who 
were to be prcfented to the con- 
ftable to be fworn. The town 
was to have power of imprifoning, 
except in fuch cafes which affect- 
ed the life, or lofs of limb : when 
criminals of this nature were to 
be committed to the caftle, bur- 
gefles only were permitted to bail. 
No Jews were to inhabit the 
town. The burgefles had a foreft 
and free warren ; a gild cum halfja 
et loth etjhotb, /ok fak it tbeam et 
infangentbeft ct lib. per tot am t err am 
dc Tbeoloniis , left agio ^ Muragio^ 
Danegeld, Gaywite, &c. 

This charter was given by the 
king at Flint, September 8th, in 
the twelfth year of his reign $ 
Te/likus. Ref. Bath & Wells , , 
&c. and confirmed by Richard II. 
at Leicefter, and again at Weft- 
minfter. 

No conftable has been appoint- 
ed fince the days of Oliver Crom- 
wel. 

The burgefles contribute to* 
wards electing a member fof the 
borough of Flint. Thofe who 
3 re qualified inhabit the place, 
and that part of the parifli called 
Rhuddlan Franchife, which ex- 
tends above a mile from the town. 

The parliament faid to have 
been held here in 1283, by Ed- 
ward I. was probably no more 
than a council aflembied by the 
conqueror, to divide his new con- 
qudts into counties, and to give 
falutary laws to the Welfti; to 
abolith any antient cuftqms which 
the wife prince thought detrimen- 
tal, and to introduce fuch of the 
Englifh as would prove of ufe. 
This was not done haftily ; for in 
the year preceding, a commifiion 
had been appointed, with Tho- 
K 3 ma& 
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mas .Bcke, Bifhop of St. David, 
prefident ; who were to confider 
and report upon oath the different 
% laws of both countries. Erom 
their refolutions were framed the 
famous Statute of Rhuddlan; in 
which, among many excellent in- 
ftitutions, were introduced (heriffs 
and coroners, their powers de- 
fined, and the principal crimes of 
the times pointed out s iinoft of 
which were ads of violence, ra- 
pine, and theft 5 fuch as might 
be expected to exift among people: 
an evil which refulted more from 
the turbulence of the time, than 
the want of wholefome laws. 

A piece of antient building, 
called the Parlement Houfe, is 
Hill to be feen at Rhuddlan ; pro- 
bably the place where the king 
fat in, council. From hence he 
a&ually pra&ifed the well-known 
deceit of giving them a prince 
born among them, who never 
fpokeaword of Englifb,andwhofe 
life and converfation no man was 
abletoftain: all which our dif- 
contented nobility eagerly accept- 
ed, little thinking the perfon in- 
cended, to be the infant Ed ward ; 
juft born at Caernarvon. 


Hiftarical Account of Denbigh, of 
its CaJHe , Church , Charter , 
from the fame . 

A Little further ftands Den- 
bigh, placed, like Sterling, 
on the (lope of a great rock, 
Crowned with a caftle. Its. an- 
tient British name wasCaftell Kled 
vryn yn Rhos, or the Craggy 
Hill in Rhos, the former name of 
the trad in which it is feat ed: 
The word Dinbech, the prefent 
"Welfli appellation, fignifies a 


fmaU hill/ which it is compare* 
tive to the neighbouring moun* 
tains. The firft time I find any 
mention of it, is in the beginning 
of the reign of Edward. I. from 
whom David, in defiance of his 
brother Llewelyn, chafe to Jiohi 
this lordfhip, together with the 
cantfed of Dyffryn Clwyd. Hie 
made it his residence till the corn 
queft of our country ; foon after 
which, he was taken near the 
place, and carried, loaden with 
irons, to the Englifh monarch at 
Rhuddlan. 

The king politically fecured his 
new acquifitions, by beftowingle* 
veral of the great lord (hips on hie 
followers. He gave that of Den- 
bigh* to Henry Lacy, Earl of Lin* 
coin, who built the caftle, and 
inclofed within a wall the fmaU 
town he found there. Among 
other privileges, he gave his vaf- 
fals liberty of killing and deftroy* 
ing all manner of wild beads on, 
the lord (hip, except in certain 
parts refervpd out of the grant; I 
fuppofe for the* purpofe of the 
particular amufement of the lord; 
for I find, in the reign of Hen- 
ry VI. the names of five parks in 
this lordfhip, viz. Moylewike; 
Carefnodooke, Kylford,. Baghd, 
and Pofey, of which the king 
conftituted Owen Tudor, ranger, 
On the death of Lacy, thekid- 
fhip paded to Thomas Earl of 
Lancafter, by virtue of his mar- 
riage with Alicia, daughter of the 
laft pofleftbr. After the attainder 
of Thomas, Edward II. beftowed 
it on Hugh D’Efpencer; whn 
proved an oppreflive fuperior, and 
abridged the inhabitants of the 
privileges granted to them bg 
Lacy. By. the fatal end of that 
favourite, , it fell again to the 
tfOfpj 
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crown ; and was given by Ed- 
warclIIL to another, equally un- 
fortunate, Roger Mortimer Earl 
of March; whofe death enabled 
the king to inveft with his lord- 
fhip William Mountacute Earl of 
Ealuibiiry. He died in 1333 ; and 
on the reveffal of the attainder of 
the Earl of March, it was reftor- 
cd to his family, in the perfon of 
his grandfon Roger ; and by the 
inarriage of Anne, lifter to another 
Roger, laft Earl of March, with 
Richard Plantagenet Earl of Cam* 
bridge, it came into the houfe of 
Yorke, and fo into the crown. 
<£ueen Elizabeth, in 1 563, bellow- 
ed if, as a moft valuable gift, on her 
unmerited riiinion, Robert Dudiy 
Eari of Leicefter ; Who foon made 
tHe country feel the weight of his 
oppreflion, Notwithftanding the 
tenants made him a prefent of two 
Yhoufand pounds at his firft en- 
trance into the lordlhip, he re- 
mained unfatisfied ; he conltrain- 
Cd the freeholders to raife the old 
rents of 250I. a year, to 8 or 900I. 
and at his will inclofed the wafte 
lands, to the injury of the tenants; 
who, Offended at his rapacity, 
arofe and levelled his encroach- 
ments, This was conftrued into riot 
and rebellion : two^hopeful young 
m£n, of the houfe of Lleweni, 
were taken to Shrewlbury, tried 
and executed there, for the pre* 4 - 
tended offence. He had the in- 
fblence even to mortgage the ma- 
nor to fome merchants ofJLbndon ; 
and, I apprehend, tricked them 
for their credulity. The various 
diforders which rofe from thefe 
practices, were fo great, that Eli- 
zabeth interpofed, and bv charter 
confirmed the quiet pofleffion of 
the’ tenants, and allayed the dif- 
Sdntcnti. "Thefe* were again ex- 


cited in the reign of King Wil- 
liam, by the vaft grant made to 
the Eafl of Portland. The fame 
ferments arofe, and the fame means 
were ufed to allay them : at pfe- 
fent, this, and the other great 
manors of Bromefield and Yale, 
remain in the crown, and are 
peacefully fuperintended by a 
fteward appointed by the king. 

The caftle and inclofed part of 
the tbWn, took up a very confi- 
derablfc fpace, and were defended 
by ftrong walls and towers ; the 
laft ar£ chiefly fquare. There are 
tWo gates to the outmoft precinft : 
that called the Burgeffes Tower, 
is latge, fquare, and built Angu- 
larly, with fmali afhler ftoriesl, 
The other was called the Exche- 
quer Gate, in Which the' lord's 
codrt was kept. Some few houfes, 
with moft beautiful views, are at 
prefent inhabited in this parti 
Leland fays, that there had been 
divers rows of ftreets ; but in his 
time tfyere were fcarcely eighty 
hou (holders within thefe walls. 
Here ftands the chapel, called St, 
Hillary’s, formerly belonging to 
the garrifon, now^ the place of 
worfhip for the town. In old 
times, on every Sunday here were 
maffes for the fouls of Lacy and 
Percy. Not far from it are the 
remains of ail un fin i fried church, 
a hundred and feventy-five feet 
long, and feventy-one broad, and 
defighed to have been fupported 
by two rows of pillars. This no- 
ble building was begun in 1579, 
as appears by the date on a foun- 
dation-ftone. It was to this pur- 
pofe ; • for at prefent it is much 
defaced : 

ftno Marti} 1572 
Et Regni R^: Elizabeth* a*. 

W. 

K 4 On 


♦ 


Digitized by Google 



136 ANNUAL RE 

pa the other fide appeared, 

Veritas, vita, via. Duo funt templa Dei. 
Umf mudus I. <iu : eft Pontifex pri- 
mogentics ejus verbu Dei : Alterum 
rationalis anima : cujus facetdos eft 
verus homo. 

G.A. 

This church was begun under 
the aufpices of Leicefter : but it 
is faid that he left off his build- 
ings in Wales, by reafon of the 
public hatred he had incurred pn 
account of his tyranny, A fum 
was afterwards collected, in order 
to complete the work ; but it is 
laid, that when the Earl of Eflex 
paflTed through Denbigh, on his 
lrifli expedition, he borrowed the 
money deftined for the purpofe, 
which was never repayed : arid by 
that means the church was left 
unfinifhed. 

The caftle crowps the fummit 
of the hill, one fide of which is 
quite precipitous. The entrance 
is very magnificent, beneath a 
gothic arch, over which is the 
datue of Henry Lacy, fitting in 
(lately flowing roj^es. On each 
fide of the gate- way Hood a large 
o<ftagonal tower. The breaches 
in it are vaft and awful : they 
ferve to difeover the ancient man- 
ner of building: a double wall 
appears to have been built, with 
a great vacancy between, into 
which was poured all forts of rul> 
bifli, (lone, and hot mortar, 
which time confolidated to a donv 
hardnefs. This part, a$, Leland 
fays, was never completed, the 
work having been deter ted by the 
earl, on the lofs of his elded fon, 
who was accidentally drowned in 
the well, whofe opening is dill 
to be feen in the caiile-yard. 
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(Charles I. lay here on the 
of September, 1645, after 
treat from Cheder, ip«a towtf 
llill called Siamber y Srenhin, 
the King’s tower. 

The profped through 
ken arches is extremely ftp?, ex- 
tending in parts over the wMf! 
vale, and all its eadern hills, frqaj 
Mod Venlfi to Diferth rockf ^ 
rich view, but deficient in 
the river Clwyd being too 
to be feen; arid in great rains fit 
furious, as to overflow a ffftt 
fpace of the meadowy traft. ^ 

Deland relates a particular (rf 
this fortrefs ? which I do not d& 
cover in any other hidorian: Be 
fays that Edward IV. was be* 
fieged in it; and that he was pete 
milled to retire, on condidoB 
thathefhould quit the kiqgdoffi 
for ever. The only time inyhi^ 
th^t pripce was co n drained to ar 
dicate his dominions, was in 14^ 
when he took (hipping at Lyon^ 
not by reafon of any capitubtih* 
with his enemies, but througlrtbe 
defperatc fituation of his affairs ft 
that period. 

Jafper 'Tudor, Efrl of Pem- 
broke, had, in the year 1450, poT- 
feifed this place, and fcveralotbfl* 
in the principality, in behalf of 
his weak half-brother, Henry VI, 
but thev were wreded from him 
by the Yorkids in the folloiwlg 
year. In 1468 he returned, VII 
joined by two thoufand Welfit^aa ! 
burnt the town ; meditating rather 
revenge than conqued. 

In the beginning of November 
1645, the parliament army yb* 
taiined, near this town, a molt im- 
portant victory over the roysfc- 
The latter, under the coidibbb4 
of Sir William Vaughan, 
formed a confiderable body «f 
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forces, WeUh and lrifli, with a 
defign of inarching to the relief 
pf Chcfter, then befieged : Sir 
William Breretop had notice of 
the defign, and immediately de- 
tached that able officer Mytton, 
and under him Colonel Jbnes and 
Colonel Louthain, with one thou- 
land four hundred horfe, and a 
thoufand foot, to fru ft rate the 
plan. Mytton did his duty, at- 
tacked the royalifts with vigor, 
and in fpveralho: engagements, to- 
ifcdly routed them, took five hun- 
dred horfe and four hundred foot, 
killed one hundred, and fo entire- 
ly difperfed them, as not to leave 
a hundred together in one place. 

In 1646* we find the caftie gar- 
rifoned by the loyalifK: its go- 
vernor was Colonel William Sa- 
lufbury, of Bachymbyd, common- 
ly callpd Salufbury Hofanau Glei- 
uau, or Blue Stockings. The 
fiege was begun under the conr 
duCt of Major-general Mytton, 
about the ibth of July ; but fuch 
was the gallant defence of the be- 
fi eged; that it was not furreh- 
dered till the 3d of November, 
and then only on the mod honour- 
able conditions. It is very re- 
markable, that notwithftanding 
the orders of fallen majefty, in 
June, for the general furrender 
of every garrifop in England and 
Wales, on fair and honourable 
terms, yet thetirft whichyieldedin 
North Wales, held out above two 
months longer than the laft Eng- 
li(h caftie. 

The priory of Carmelites, or 
White Friars, ftood at the bottom 
pf the town. It was founded by 
John Salufbury, of Lleweni, who 
died, as appeared from a muti- 
lated brafs, found in the conven- 
tyal cfiurch, on the 7th of March, 


1289. Speed afcribes the bpild? 
ing to John de Sunimore, in 
1399; but the infcription fixes 
the honour 09 Salufbury. On the 
diffolution, this hcufe was granted 
to Richard Andreas and William 
L’lfle. The chprch, now con- 
verted into a barn, is the only 
remaining building: it was the 
burying-place of the family of 
the founder, till the reformation ; 
and fame of their tombs were to 
be feen here within memory of 
man. 

The prefent town covers great 
part of the flope of the hill ; and 
iome ftreets extend along the 
plain. Its manufactures in fhoes 
and gloves are very confiderable; 
and great quantities are annually 
fent to London, to the great ware- 
houfes of the capital, and for the 
purpofes of exportation. 

The copftitution of tlys bo- 
rough, and jts origin, will be fully 
explained by the following tran- 
feript, communicated to me by 
one of its bqrgefles. It begins 
with citing the laft charter, which 
is that granted by King Charles II. 
which recites letters patents grant- 
ed by Queen Elizabeth, and dat- 
ed at Weftminfier the 20th of 
June, in the thirty-ninth year of 
her reign; in which the faid 
Queen recites, 4< That feeing Ed- 
ward I. by his letters patent, dat- 
ed at Northampton the 29th of 
Auguft, in the eighteenth year 
of his reign, h^th granted to 
Henry de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, 
that all his men then inhabiting 
his town of Denbigh, orthatfliould 
for ever inhabit it, through all his 
territories, formerly belonging to 
the King of Wales, and alfo 
through the counties ofChefter, 
Salop, Stafford, Gloucefter, Wor- 
1 cefter, 
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ceftet arid Hereford, fhould be tute, grant, and confirm, that the 
free and acquitted for ever from town and borough of Denbigh 
all toll, ftallage, payage, panage, may extend, on every fide, one 
murage, pontage, and paflage : mile and a half, According to the 
and feeing alfo King Edward III. common acceptations of that placd, 
by his letters patent, dated at York from the high crofs ftandirig in 
the a 7th of October, in the fixth the market-place of the faidftXrn; 
year of his reign, hath, for him-' and that the faid town arid bo* 
lelf, and his heirs and fucceflors, rough of itfelf r and the burgdffefc 
then inhabiting, and afterward to of the faid borough, if oW and 
inhabit the faid town, fhould, hereafter in being, be, and fhall 
through the kingdom and domi 4 - be for ever hereafter, one body 
nions, be freed and acquitted from corporate and politick, H in things, 
all fuch toll, ftallage, pavage, fa&, and name, by the nartie of 
murage, pontage, and pauage; ri The Aldermen, Bailiff*, rind 
and feeing alfo that Richard II. Burgefies of the borough of Den- 
by his letters patent, dated at bigh and it is alfo ordained, 
Weftminfterthe 226 of February, that there be a common fcfal fdr 
in the fecond year of his reign/* tranfatfing of any caufes or bufi- 
granted to the abovefaid men, that nefies j and alfo ordained, that 
tne aforefaid town of Denbigh, there be two aldermen, twt> bai* 
and half a mile compafs about the liffs, and two coroners, and ttf en-r 
town, fhould be a free borough, ty-five of the better fort arid beft 
and that the men inhabiting, and reputed of the burgeffes to bfe 
afterwards to inhabit, fhould be capital burgefies and counfellors 
free burgefies; and feeing alfo that of the faid borough. 

Richard III. by his letters, dated “ The aldermen and bailiffs are 
at Weftminfter the 10th of De- ele&ed and nominated upon Mi* 
cember, in the fecond year of his chaelmasrday, yearly. There are 
reign, confirmed the aforefaid two other officers, called ferjeants 
grants, and by his faid letters pa- at mace (or mace*r bearers) for the 
tent did grant unto the faid bur- execution of precedes and man- 
gefies, their heirs and affigns, be- dates ifluing out of the court of 
ing Englifhnjen, common of paf- the faid borough ; they are ap- 
ture for all manner of cattle, at pointed bv the bailiffs of the faid 
all times in the year, in the com- borough for the time being, 
mon pafture of the town and foreft 44 There is alfo a recorder of 
of Lleweney ; and that the bur- the faid borough, who is appoint- 
gefies aforefaid, and their heirs . ed by the aldermen, bailiffs, and 
and affigns, fhould be free and capital burgefies. / 

acquitted, in all his dominions and 44 Conftables, leavelookers, ad( 
territories in England and Ire- other inferior officers, are like wife 
land,* foe. fac. toll, and them, appointed by the aldermen, bafl- 
laftage, ftallage, payage, pannage, liffs, and capital burgefl&. 
pontage, murage, and other cuf- 44 There is' a council chamber, 
toms whatfoever. And the afore- or guild, within the fard borough, 
faid Queen Elizabeth, by her faid for the purpole of hdldingand fit- 
letters patent, did ordain, coftfli- ting counts of convocation^ before 
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the aldermen, bailiffs, and capital 
burgefles. 

c< There is a court of record* 
to he held every other Friday 
through the year, before the bai- 
liffs of the faid borough, or one 
of them; and in that court, by 
complaint made in it, they may 
hold all and all manner of pleas, 
a&ions, fuits r demands of all forts 
of tranfgreffious w\ et », or 
otherwife; and alfo all and ail 
manner of debts, accompts, bar- 
gains, frauds, detaining ,of deeds, 
writings, muniments, and taking 
^nd detaining of beads and cat- 
tle, or goods ; and all contracts 
whatfoever, arifing within the 
faid borough ; and that fuch plea?, 
fuits and a&ions, be heard and 
terminated before the bailiffs, pr 
one of them. 

The aldermpn are juftices, 
and hold quarter feflions, in the 
fame manner as county feflions 
are held by ftatute to hear and de- 
termine caufes j but not to pro- 
ceed in cafe of death, or lo(s of 
life or limb, 

44 No country juftice to inter- 
meddle with any matters or things 
whatfoever, appertaining to the 
office of juftice of the peace, 
which Ihall arife or happen with- 
in the boroughs 

Reliant burgefles are to ferve 
Upon jury at the feflions. 

“ The aldermen and bailiffs* 
are commifiioners of array; 

44 The refiant burgefles are 
voters for a member for the bo- 
rough.” 


An Account of the antient Manner of 
fitting in Wales, and of the 
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Laws relative thereunto j f ont 
the fame . 

T HE Welfh had feverd ani- 
mal3, which were the ob- 
jects of the chace; fuch as, y Carw* 
or the flag: Kaid Wenyn, a fwarm 
of bees ; and y Gleifiad, or th£ 
falmon. Yr Arth, the ’ bear.; 
y Dringhedydd, climbing ani- 
mals, I fuppofe wild cats, mar- 
tins, and fquirrels ; and Cciliog 
Coed, or cock of the wood. And 
the laft divifion was, y Llwynog* 
the fox; Yfgyfarnog, the hare; 
and yr Ywrch, the roe. Some of 
the above come very improperly 
under our idea of hunting, yet 
were comprehended in the code 
of laws relative to the diverfion^ 
formed, as is fuppofed, by Gryf- 
fydapCynaa. 

I fufpeft alfo* that the otter was 
an objeft of diverfiori; there being 
a Cylch Dyftgwn, or an annual 
payment, by the Welch, for the 
prince’s water dogs. 

The three firft were HelfaGyf- 
fredyn, or the common hunt. The 
ftag, beeaufe he was the nobleft; 
animalofchacejandbecatffe every 
body, who came by at his death, 
before be was Ikinned, might clame 
a (hare in him.' The next anim’als 
were, Helfa Gyfarthfa, or the a- 
niroals which could be brought to 
bay, fuch as the bear, & c. which 
were hunted with hounds till they 
afeended a tree. The bird men- 
tioned here, is the cock of the, 
wood, whofe nature it is to fit 
perched on a bough, where they 
will. gaze till they are fhot, as they 
were, in old times, by the bow r 
or crofs-bow. 

The third divifion was Helia* 
Ddolef, or the Ihouting chace, 
beeaufe 
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becaufe attended by the clamopr from the fteward of the houfhold, 
of the fportfmen ; and compre- He was never to fwe ar, but by 
bended the fox, the hare, and the his horn and his leafh. He ha^ 
roe. The method of hunting was the third of the fines and heriots 
either with hounds, or grehounds, of all the other huntfmen; and 
which they let (lip at the animals, likewife the fame (hare of the 
holding the dogs in lealhes. No amobr % on the marriage of any of 
one was to (lip his grehound when their daughters. At a certain 
the hounds were in chace, unlefs time of the year, he was to hunt 
he had a hound in the pack, on for the king only: at other; fea- 
penalty of having the grehotmd fons he was permitted to hunt 
ham-ftrung j neither was it allow- Jbr himfelf. His horn was that of 
ed to kill any animal of chace on its an oX^of a pound value. He had 
form, or at reft, on pain of for- in winter an ox’s hide to make 
feiting his bow and arro\y to the leafhes ; in fummer, * cow*s>to 
lord of the manor. When feveral cut into fpatterdalhes, 
grehounds, the property of dif- The king had liberty of hunt- 
ferent perfons, were dipt at any ing wherefoever he pltafed ; but 
animal, the perfon whofe dog was if a beaft was hunted and killed on 
neared the beaft, when laft in any gentleman’s eftate, and not 
light, clamed the (kin. A bitch followed and claimed by the huntA 
was excepted, unlefs it was proved man that night, the owner of the 
ihe was pregnant by a dog which land might convert it to his own 
had before won a (kin. ufe, but was to take good care 

Every perfon who carriesa horn, of the dogs, and prefervethe fkin. 
mud give a fcientifical account of The penalty of killing a tame 
the nine obje<fts of chace, or elfe (lag of the king’s, w^s a pound;’ 
he will be looked on as* a preten- and a certain line, if it was a wild 
der, and forfeit his horn. The one, if it was killed between a 
fame penalty attends the Cynlla- certain day in November and the 
fan, or lealh ; he is never again fead of St. John, the value was 
to wear it round his middle, on (my pence ; but the fine for kill- 
pain of forfeiture; but then he ing it, a hundred and eighty 
is differed to wear it round his pence, A dag was alfo reckon- 
arm. ed equi valent to an ox ; a hind to a 

The antient Welfti held the well grown cow ; a roe to a goat; 
flelh of the dag, hare, wild boar, a wild fow to a tame fow; a 
and the bear, to be the greated deli- badger had no value, becaufe in 
cades among the beads of chace. fome years it was meaded ; wolves 
The prince had his Pencynwydd, and foxes, and other noxious ani- 
or chief huntfman. He was the mais, had no value, becaufe every 
tenth officer of the court. He had body was allowed to kill th$m; 
for his own fupper one di(h of and there was none fet upon a 
meat; and after it, three horns hare, for a very lingular reafo'n, 
of mead, one from the king, an- becaufe it was believed every other 
other from the queen, the third month to change its fex *. 

* Sec Lega xxxix. 256 to 260. 
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General View and Character of the 
Poetry 4f Queen Elizabeths Age 5 
from WartonS Hiflory of Englifh 
Poetry . 

T HE age of Queen Elizabeth 
is commonly called the gol- 
den age of Englifti poetry. It 
certainly may not improperly be 
ftyledthe molt poetical age of thefe 
annals. 

Among the great features which 
ltrike us in the poetry of this pe- 
riod, are the predominancy of fa- 
ble, of fiction, and fancy, and a 
predilection for interefting adven- 
tures and pathetic events. 1 will 
endeavour to affign and explain 
the caufe of this charaCteriftic 
diftinCtion, which may chiefly be 
referred to the following princi- 
ples, fometimes blended, andfome- 
times operating fingly : The re- 
vival and vernacular verlions of 
the claffics, the importation and 
tranflation of Italian novels, the 
vifionary reveries or refinements of 
falfe philofophy, a degree of fu- 
perltition fufficient forthepurpofes 
of poetry, the adoption of the 
machineries of romance, and the 
frequency and improvements of 
allegoric exhibition in the popu- 
lar lpeCtacles. 

When the corruptions and im- 
poftures of Popery were abolilh- 


ed, the falhion of cultivating the 
Greek and Roman learning be- 
came universal : and the literary 
character was no longer appro- 
priated to fcholars by profeffion, 
but aftumed by the nobility and 
gentry. The ecclefiaftics had 
found it their intereft to keep the 
languages of antiquity to them- 
felves, and men were eager to 
know what had been fo long in- 
jurioufly concealed. Truth pro- 
pagates truth, and the mantle of 
myftery was removed not only 
from religion, but from literature. 
The laity, who had now been 
taught to aflert their natural pri- 
vileges, became impatient of the 
old monopoly of knowledge, and 
demanded admittance to the ufur- 
pations of the clergy. The ge- 
neral curiofity for new difcove- 
ries, heightened either by jult or 
imaginary ideas of the treaiures 
contained in the Greek and Ro- 
man writers, excited all perfons 
of leifure and fortune to ftudy the 
dallies. The pedantry of the 
prefent age was the politenefs of 
the laft. An accurate compre- 
henfion of the phrafeology and pe- 
culiarities of the antient poets, 
hiftorians and orators, which yet 
fe Idem went farther than a kind 
of technical erudition, was an in- 
difpenfablt and almoft the princi- 
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pal obje<tt in the circle of a gen- her by Mercury. Even the paftry* 
tleman’s education. Every young cooks were expert mythologies* 
lady of fafhion was carefully in- At dinner feleft transformations 
ftru£fed in claflical letters; and of Ovid’s roetamorphofes were ex- 
the daughter of a duchefs was hibited in confe&ionary : and the 
taught, not only to dHtil ftrong fplerfdid iceing of an immenfe 
waters, but to conftrue Greek, hittoric plumb-cake, was embof* 
Among the learned females of fed with a delicious baflo-feKevo 
high diftin&io^ Queen Elizabeth of the deftru&ion of Troy. In 
herfelf was the moft confpicuous. the aftembon, when (he conde* 
Roger Afcham, her preceptor, fcended to walk in the garden, 
fpeaks with rapture of her ado- the lake was covered with Tri* 
milling progrefs in the Greek tons and Nereids ; the pages of 
pouns ; and declares with no fmall the family Were converted into 
degree of triumph, that during a Wood-nymphs who peeped from 
long refidence at Wipdfor* cattle, every bower; and the footmen 
file was accuftomed to read more gamboled over the lawns in the 
Greek in a day, than “ forrie figure of Satyrs. I fpeak It with* 
prebendary of that church did out defigning to infinuate any 
Latin, in one week.’’ And al- unfavourable fufpicions, but it 
though perhaps a princefs looking feems difficult to fay,, why Eliza* 
out words in a lexicon, and writ- beth’s virginity (hould have been 
ting down hard phrafes from Piu- made the theme of perpetual and 
tarch’s Lives, may be thought at exceffive panegyric : nor does it 
prefent a more incompatible and immediately appear, that there 
extraordinary character, than a is lefs merit or glory in a married 
canon of Windfor undcrftanding than a maiden queen. Yet, tip 
no Greek and but little Latin, yet next morning, after fleeping in a 
Elizabeth’s paffion for thefe acqui- room hung with the tapettry of the 
fitions was then natural, and refult- voyage of Eneas, when her raa- 
«d from the genius and habitudes jetty hunted in the park, (he was 
of her age. met by Diana, who pronounciuf 

The books of antiquity being our royal prude to be the brighteit 
thus familiarifed to the great, paragon of unfpotted chattily, 
every thing was tintfured with an- invited her to groves freefrom the 
tknt hittory and mythology. The intrufions of A&eon. The troth 
heathen gods, although difcoun- is, fhe was foprofufcly flattered for 
tenanced by the Calvinitts on a this virtue, becaufe itwasetteern- 
fufpicion of their tending to che- cd the chara&eriftical ornament of 
rifli and revive a fpiritof idolatry, the heroines, as fanta&tc honour 
came into general vogue. When was the chief pride of the cham- 
the queen, paraded ^through a pions, of the old barbarous ro- 
country-towii, almoft every pa- mance. It was in conformity to 
geant was a pantheon. When fhe the fentiments of chivalry, which 
paid a vifit at the boufe of any of ttili continued in vogue, that fhe 
her nobility, at entering the hall was celebrated for chattity : the 
(lie was l'aluted by the Penates, compliment, however, was paid 
and conduced to her privy-cha*n- in a clafficai«Hufion. . 

Queens 
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Queenamuftbe ridiculous when 
4hey would appear as women. 
The fofter attractions of fex va- 
niih on the throne. Elizabeth 
fought all occafions of being ex- 
tolled for her beauty, of which 
indeed in the prime of her youth 
ibe poffefied but a fmall (hare, 
whatever might have been her 
pretentions ;to abfolute virginity* 
Nptwithftanding her exaggerated 
habits ©F dignity and ceremony, 
and a certain affe&ation of impe- 
rial feverity, die did not perceive 
this ambition of being Compli- 
mented for beauty, to be an idle 
and unpardonable levity, totally 
incontinent with her high tiation 
and character. As (he conquered 
all nations with her arms, it mat- 
ters not what were the triumphs 
of her eyes. Of what confe- 
quence was the complexion of 
the miftrefs of the world ? Not lefs 
vain of her perfon than her poli- 
tics, this (lately coquet, the 
guardian of the Proteftant faith, 
the terror of the fea, the media- 
Jtrix of the factions of France, and 
the fcourge of Spain, was infi- 
nitely mortified, if an embaflador, 
at the fird audience, did not tell 
her file was the fined woman in 
Europe. No negociation fucceed- 
ed unlefs (he was addrefied as a 
goddefs. Encomiaftic harangues 
drawn from this topic, even on 
the fuppofitioQ of youth and beau- 
ty, were furely fuperfluous, un- 
fuirabie, and unworthy ; and were 
offered and received with an equal 
impropriety. Yet when (he rode 
through the greets of the city of 
Norwich, Cupid, at the command 
of the mayor and aldermen, ad- 
- vancing from a groupe of gods 
• who had left Olympus to grace 
the proceffion, gave her a golden 


arrow, the mod effective weapon 
of his well-furniflied quiver, which 
under the influence of fuch irre- 
fidible charms was fure to wound 
the mod obdurate heart. “ A 
gift, fays Honed Holinfhed, which 
her majefty, now verging to her 
fiftieth year, received very thank- 
fully.** In one of the fulfome in- 
terludes at court, where (lie was 
prefent, the finging-boys of 'her 
chapel prefen ted the dory of the 
three rival goddeflfes on Mount 
Ida, to which her majedy was in- 
genioufly added -as a fourth : and 
Paris was arraigned in form for 
adjudging the golden apple to Ve- 
nus, which was due to the queen 
alone* 

This inundation of elaflical pe* 
dantry foon infeCted our poetry. 
Our writers, already trained in 
the fchool of fancy, were fuddpn- 
ly dazzled with thefe novel ima- 
ginations, and the divinities and 
heroes of pagan antiquity deco- 
rated every compotition. The 
perpetual aiiufions to antient fa- 
ble were often introduced without 
the lead regard to propriety. 
Shakefpeare’s Mrs. Page, who is 
not intended in any degree to be 
a learned or an affeCted lady, 
laughing atthe cumberfomecpurt- 
(hip of her corpulent lover Fal- 
ftaffe, fays, (i I had rather be a 
gjantefs and lie under mount Pe- 
lio^. ,, This familiarity with the 
Pagan dory was not, however, fo 
much owing to the prevailing ftu- 
dy of the original authors, as to 
the numerous Englifti verfions of 
them, which were confequently 
made. The tranflations of the 
elafiics,whichnow employed every 
pen, gave a currency and a cele- 
brity tp thefe fancies, and had 
the effeCt of diffufing them among 
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the people. No fooner were they 
delivered from the pale of tlfe 
fcholaftic languages, than they 
acquired a general notoriety. 
Ovid’s metamorphofes juft tranf- 
lated by Gold»ng* to iftftance no 
farther, difclofed a new world of 
fidion, even to th$ illiterate. As 
we had now all the antient fables, 
in Englifh, learned allufions, 
whether ill a poem or a pageant, 
were no longer obfeure and unin- 
telligible to common readers and 
common fpedators; .And here e 
are led to obferve, that at this re- 
ftoration oftheelafific#,we wereftrft 
ftruck only withtbeif fabulous in-» 
ventions. We did not attend to 
their regularity of defign and juft- 
nefs of fentiment. A rude age,* 
beginning to read thefe writers, 
imitated their extravagancies, not 
their natural beauties. And thefe, 
like other novelties, were purfued 
to a blameable excefs. 

I have before given a (ketch of 
the introdudion of claftical ftc- 
ries, in the fplendid {how exhi- 
bited at the coronation of Queen 
Anne Boleyn. But that is a rare 
and a premature inftance: and the 
Pagan fidions are there com- 
plicated with the barbarii ms of the 
Catholic worfliip, and the dodrines 
of Sjholaflic theology. Claftical 
learning was not then fo widely 
fpread, either by ftudy or tranlla- 
tion, to bring thefe learned 
fpedacl.es into fafliion, to frame 
them with fufticient (kill, and to 
prefent them with propriety. 

Another capital fqprc^ of the 
poetry peculiar to this period, 
confifted in the numerous tranfla- 
tions of Italian tales, into Eng- 
lifh. Thefe narratives, not deal- 
ing altogether in romantic inven- 
tions, but in real life and manners. 
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and in artful arrangements of fifti*' 
tious yet probable events, afford- 
ded a new gratification to a 
people which yet retained their 
antienf rdifh for tale-telling, and 
became the fafhionable amufe- 
ment of all who profefted to read 
for pleafure. They gave rife to 
innumerable plays antf poems^ 

. which would not othCtwife have 
exifted ; and turned th£ thoughts 
of our writers to new inventions' 
of the fame kind. Before thefe 
books became common,’ affe&mg 
fituations, the combination of in- 
cident, and the pathos of cata- 
ftrophe,' were almoft unknown. 
Diflrefe, efpecially that arifing 
from the confines of the tender 
paftion, had not yet been fhewn 
in its moil interefting forms. It 
was hence Our poets* particularly 
the dramatic/ borrowed ideas of a 
legitimate plot, and the compli- 
cation of fads neceflary to confii- 
tute a ftory either of the comic or 
tragic fpecies. In proportion as 
knowledge increafed, genius ted 
wanted fubjeds and materials. 
Thefe pieces ufurped the place of 
legends and chronicles. And al- 
though the old hiftorical fongsof 
the miniftrels contained much bold 
adventure, heroic enterprife, and 
ftrong touches of rude delineation, 
yet they failed in that multipli- 
cation and difpofition of circum- 
fiances, and in that deferiptionof 
charadersand events approaching 
nearer to truth and reality/ which 
were demanded by a more d»f- 
cerning and curious age. Even 
the rugged features of the original 
Gothic romance w tfc foftenedby 
this fort of reading : and the I«- 
lion pafiorai, yet with fome mix- 
ture of the kind of incident de- 
fcribtd in Heliodorus’s Etbiopic 
hiftory 
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hiftory now newly tranfhted, was and polifhed age, would not have 
engrafted on the feudal manners given us a magician darkening 
in Sydney’s Arcadia, the fun at noon, the fabbath of 

But the reformation had not the witches, and the cauldron of 
yet deftroyed every delufion, nor incantation. ' 

difinchanted all the ftrong holds Undoubtedly mod of thefe no- 
df fuperftition. A few dim cha- tions were credited and enter- 
rafters were yet legible in the tained in a much higher degree, 
mouldering creed of tradition, in the preceding periods. • But 
Every goblin of ignorance did the arts of compofitioa had not 
not vanifli at the firft glimmerings then made a fufficient progrefs, 
of the morning of fcience. Rea- nor would the poet of thofe pe- 
fon fufFered a few demons (till to riods have managed them with fo 
linger, which ihe chofe fo retain much add refs and judgment. We 
in her fervice under the guidance were now arrived at that point, 
of poetry. Men believed, or when the national credulity, chaf- 
were willing to believe, that fpi- tened by reafon, had produced a 
rits were yet hovering around,, fort of civilized fuperftition, and 
who'brought with them airs from left a fet ‘of traditions, fanciful 
Ijeaven. or blajls from bell, that the enough for poetic decoration, and 
gboft was duely releafed from his yet not too violent and chimerical 
prifon of torment at the found of for common fenfe. Hobbes, al- 
Ihe curfue, and that fairies im- though no friend to this doflrine f 
printed myfterious circles on the obferves happily, “ In a good 
turf by moonlight. Much of this poem both judgment and fancy 
credulity was even confecrated by are requited j but the fancy miift 
the name of fcience and profound be more eminent, becaufe they 
rpeculation. Profpero had not yet pleafe for the Extravagancy , but 
broken and buried bis faff, nor ought not to difpleafe by lndif 
drowned bis book deeper than did cretion 

ever plummet found \ It was now In the mean time the Gothic 
that the alchymiil, and the ju- romance, although fomewhat 
dicial aftrologer, conduced his fhook'by the claflical fictions, and 
occult operations by the potent by the tales of Boccace and Ban- 
intercourfe of fome preternatural dello, ftill maintained its ground ; 
being, who came obfequious to and the daring machineries of 
his call, and was bound to accom- giants, dragons, and inchanted 
plifh his fevereft fervices, under caftles, borrowed from the magic 
certain conditions, and for a li- ftoreboufe of Boiardo, Ariofto, 
mited deration of time. Jt was and Taflb, began to be employed 
afhjally one of the pretended feats by the epic mufe. Thefe orna- 
1 of thefe fantaftic philosophers, to ments have been cenfured by the 
evoke the Queen of the Fairies in bigotry of precife and fervile cri- 
the folitude of a gloomy grove, tics, as abounding in whimficajl 
who preceded by a fudden ruft- abfnrdities, and as unwarrantable 
ling of the leaves, appeared in deviations from the pra&ice of 
robes of tranfcehdent luftre. The Homer and Virgil. The author 
Shakefpeare of a more inftrudted of An Enquiry into the Life and 
Vo l. XXIV. L Writings 
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Writings of Homer is filling $p 
allow a fertility of gepius. and ? 
felicity of expreifion, to Taflo and 
Ariofto • but at the fame time 
complains, that, “ quitting life, 
they hetoofc tbemfelves to aerial 
befogs and Utopian characters, 
and filled their works with charms 
god vifions, the modern fuppk- 
ments of the marvellous and fub- 
lime. The poets copy na- 
ture, ^nd give it fuch as they 
find it. When once they lofe 
fight pf this, they write faife r he 
their talents ever fo great.’.* But 
what fiiall we fay 01 thofe Uto- 
i?ns. the Cyclopes and the Le- 
rigons in the Qdyflty? The 
hi ppo^rif of Ariofto may fie op- 
pofed tp the harpies of Virgil. If 
leaves are turned into Clips in the 
Orlando, nymphs are transformed 
into (hips in the £nei 4 - Cacus is 
ft mpre unnatural favage than Ca- 
Jibaq. Npr arp I convinced, that 
t/ie imagery of Ifmeno’s necro- 
mantic iorett in the Qieru fe- 
te mme Lib^rata, guarded by avails 
ftnd battlements of hre, is Jefs 
marvellous and fublime, than the 
le^p of Juno’s horfe^in the Iliad,, 
celebrated by Longinus for its fin- 
cular magnificence and dignity. 
Op the principles of this critic, 
Voltaire’s Hcoriad may be placed 
at the. h£?M of the modem epic. 
But 1 fprbeac to anticipate my 
opinipy of ^ fyfejpi, which wiU 
more properly beconfideied,when 
I come to fp^mk of Spenfec. I 
mpfi, hpvfeyer, obferve here, tbgt 
thtj Qothic and! P^gan fictions were 
noyv frequently blended apd in- 
corporated. The La^y pf the 
Lake floated in the fuite of Nep- 
tune before Queen Elizabeth at 
Kenilworth: Ariel aflumes the 
fern bla pee of a fea nymph, and 
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Hecate, by an eafy aflociation, 
pctndu&s the rites of foe weird 
fitters in Macbeth 

Allegory hgd been derived from 
the religious dramas into our civil 
fpe&acles. The mafqpes and 
pageantries of the age of Eliza- 
beth were not only njrnilhed by 
the heathen divinities, but often 
by the virtues and Vices imper- 
fpnated, figoiLcantly . d^epr 3 ^ 
accurately aittinguiftied by thdr 
proper types, and reprefented by 
jiving aeftors. The antient fym- 
bniical (hews of this fort Wgan 
now to lofe their old barbarifm 
and a mixture of reJigion, and to 
aflume a degree of poetical ele- 
gance and precifiap. Nor was it 
only in the conformation of par- 
ticular figures that much fancy 
was (hewn, but ip the contexture 
of foppe of the fables or. devices 
prefeqted by croupes of ideal per- 
lopages. Thele exhibitions qutcji? 
ened creative invention, and r £ 
fle&td back on poetry what poetyj 
had giv^n. From tfieir familiarir 
ty and public nature, they form- 
ed a national tatte for allegory ; 
and the allegorical poets were 
nqw writing to the people. Eveq 
romance was turned into this 
channel. Ip the* Fairy Queen, 
allegory is wrought upon chiv^T 
ry, anq the feats and figments 0/ 
Arthur’s rqypd table a.re mpraliz T 
ed. The virtues of magnificcpc$ 
and chafiity are here perfonified : 
but they are imaged ,Vfifo fojP 
forms, and under the agency 
romantic ^nights and <Jjarnfolj&. 
What was an after-thought jn 
Taflo, appears toh^ve been Sp£ifc 
fer’s premeditated and primary 
defign. In the mean time, WP 
mutt not confound thefe moral 
combatants of the Fairy Ogeen 
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with fome of its other embodied 
abstractions, which are purely and 
profefledly allegorical. 

It may here be added, that only 
a few critical treatiies, and but 
one Art of Poetry, were ppw 
written. Sentiments and images 
were not abfolutely determined by 
the canqns of comppQtion : nor 
was genius awed by the confciouf- 
nefs o f a future and final arraign- 
ment at the tribunal of tafte. A 
certain dignity of inattention to 
niceties is* now vifible in . our 
writers Without too clofejy con- 
futing a criterion of corre£tnef$, 
every man indulged his own ca- 
pricioufnefs of invention. The 
poet’s appeal was chiefly to his 
own voluntary feelings, his own 
immediate and peculiar mode of 
conception. And this freedom of 
thought was often exprefTed in an 
undifguifed franknefs of di&ion. 
A circumftance, by the way, that 
greatly contributed to give the 
flowing modulation which now 
marked the meafures of our poets, 
and which foon degenerated into 
the oppoiite extreme of diflfonance 
and afperity. Selection and dif- 
crimi nation wereoften overlooked. 
Shakefpeare wandered in purfuit 
of univerfal nature. The glanc- 
iogs of his eye are from heaven to 
earth, from earth to heaven. We 
behold him breaking the barriers 
of imaginary method. In the 
fame fpene, he defeends from his 
meridian of the nobleft tragic fu^- 
limfry, to puns and quibbles, to 
"the meanefl merriments of a ple- 
beian farce. Jn tl>e niidil of his 
dignity, he reftmbks his own 
Richard the Second, the flipping 
king, who fometimes difcardiqg 
the (late of a monarch, 

Mipglsd b# royalty wuh carp-n^ fgql?. . 


He feems not to have feen any 
impropriety, in the moft abrupt 
tranfitions, from dukes to buf- 
foons, from fenators to Tailors, 
from ccupfejlars to conftables, and 
from kings to clowns. Like Vir- 
gil’s majeftic oak, 

-Quantum vertice ad aura* 

/Efherias, tantum radife in Tartars 
tendit. 

No Satires, property fo called, 
were written till towards the Jat- 
ler end of fhe queen’s reign, and. 
then but a few. Pictures drawn 
at large of thu vices of the times, 
did not fuit readers who loved to 
wander in the regions of artificial 
manners. The Mufe, like the 
people, was too folemo and re- 
ferved, too ceremonious and pe- 
dantic, to (loop to common life. 
Satire is the poetry of a nation 
highly polifhed. 

The importance of the female 
cha racier was not yet acknow- 
ledged, nor were women admitted 
into the general commerce qf fa- 
ciety. The effeCt of that inter- 
courfe had not imparted a comic 
air to poetry, nor foftened the fe- 
verer tone Of our verfification with 
the levities of gallantry, and the 
familiarities of compliment, fome- 
times perhaps operating on fe- 
rious fubjeCts, and imperceptibly 
fpreading themfelves in the ge- 
neral habits of flyle and thought. 

1 do not mean to infinuate, that 
our poetry ha3 fuffered from the 
great change of manners, which 
this aflumption of the gentler fex, 
or rather the improved date of 
female education, has produced, 
by giving elegance and variety to 
life, by enlarging the fphere of 
conyerfation, and by multiplying 
the topics and egriching the floras 

L z "" of 
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of wit and humour. But I am 
marking the peculiarities of com- 
pofitinn: and my meaning was to 
fugged; that the abfence of fo im - 
portant a circumftanre from the 
iftodes and corditution of antient 
life mud have influenced the 
cotemporaiy poety. Of the Bate 
of manners among our anceftors 
refpeeding this point, many traces 
remain. Their flyle of courtfhip 
may be col leafed from the ove- 
diaiogues of Hamlet, young Per- 
cy, Henry the Fifth, and Matter 
Fenton. Their tragic heroines, 
their Defdemonas and Ophelias, 
although of fo much confequence 
in the piece, are degraded to the 
back ground; 'In conndy, their la- 
dies are nothing more thaii merry 
wives, plain and chearful matrons, 
who ftand upon charinefs of their 
konejly , In the fmaller poems, if 
a lover praifes his miftrefs, Ihe is 
complimented in ftrains neither 
polite nor pathetic, without ele- 
gance and without affe&ion : {he 
is deferibed, not in the addrefs of 
intelligible yet artful panegyric, 
not in the reaj colours, and with 
the genuine accompliftiments of 
nature, but as an eccentric ideal 
being of another fyftcm, and as. 
infpiring fentiments equally un- 
meaning, hyperlxdical, and un- 
natural. 

All or mod of thefe cirrum- 
d?nees contributed to give a de- 
feriptive, a pi6lurefque, and a 
figurative cad to the poetical lan- 
guage. This effeft appears even 
' jn the profe'compofitioni of the 
reign .of ^Eli/ybeth. In* the fub- 
fequent « ge, profe became the 
^language of poetry. 

In the mean time, general know- 
ledge was Tncrea fin g with a wide 
diffufion and a hafty rapidity.— 


Books began to be multiplied* 
and a variety of the mod ufeful 
and rational topics had been dif- 
cufled in our own language. But 
ftience had not made too great 
advances. On the whole, we 
were now arrived at that period, 
propitious to the operation of ori- 
ginal and true poetry, when the 
coynefs of fancy was not always 
proof againd the approaches of 
reafon, when genius was rather 
directed than governed by judg- 
ment, and when tade and learn- 
ing had fo far only difeiplined 
imagination, as to fuffer its ex- 
cefles to pafs without cenfure or 
controul, for the fake of the 
beauties to which they were allied. 


Ajhort Hi for teal Account of Athens ^ 
from the time of her Perfian 
Triumphs , to that of her become 
ing fubjeft to the Turks — Sketch, 
during this long interval , of ber 
Political and Literary State\ of 
her s Pbilofophers ; of her Gymna- 
fia ; f her good and bad Fortune , 
Sec. See, — Manners of the prefent 
Inhabitants — Olives and Honey ; 
from Harris^ Philological Inqui- 
ries, 

H AVING mentioned Athens, 
I hope that celebrated city 
will judify a digreflion, and the 
more lb, as that digreflion will 
terminate in events, which be- 
long to the very age, of which we 
are now writing. But *tis expe- 
dient to deduce matters- from a 
much earlier period. 

When the Athenians had deli- 
vered themfclm fr6m the tyranny 
of Pi fi drat us/a hd after this had 
defeated the vad efforts of thQ 
Perfians, and that againll two fuc- 
celfive invaders, Darius and Xer- 
xes, 
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xes, they may be confidered as at 
thefummit of their national glory. 
For more than half a century af- 
terwards they maintained, with- 
out controul, the fovereignty of 
_ Greece. 

As their tafte was naturally 
good, arts of every kind foon rofe 
among them, and flourished. Va- 
lour had given them reputation ; 
reputation given them an afcen- 
dant ; and that afcendant pro- 
duced a fecurity, which left their 
minds at eafe, and gave {hem lei<- 
fure fo cultivate every thing li- 
beral, or elegant*. 

ft was then that Pericles adbrn- 
ed the city with temples, theatres, 
and other beautiful public builds 
ing. Phidias, the .great fculptor, 
was employed as his architect, 
who, when he had erefted edifices, 
adorned them himfelf, and added 
ftatues and ba (To- relievos, the ad- 
miration of every beholder. It 
was then that folygnotus and 
Mvro painted; that Sophocles 
and Euripides wrote ; and not 
long after, that they faw the di- 
vine Socrates. 

Human affairs are by nature 
prone to change, and ftates as 
well as individuals are born to 
decay. Jealoufy and ambition in- 
fenfibly fomented wars, and fuc- 
cefs in thefe wars, as in others, 
was often various. The military 
ftrength of the Athenians was firft 
impaired by the Lacedaemonians ; 
after that, it was again humiliat- 
ed, under Epaminondas, by the 
Thebans; and lad of all it was 
wholly crudied by the Macedo- 
nian, Philip. 


But though their political fove- 
reignty was loft, yet, happily for 
mankind, their love of literature 
and arts did not fink along 
with it. 

Juft at the clofe of their golden 
days of empire flourifhtd Xeno- 
phon and Plato, the difciples of 
Socrates, and from Plato defend- 
ed that race of philofophers, called 
thi Old Academy 

Ariftotle, who was Plato’s di- 
fciplc, may be fa id, not to have 
invented n new philofophy, but 
rather to have tempered the fu- 
blime, and rapturous myfteries of 
his mafter with method, order, 
and a ftri&er mode of reafoning. 

Zeno, who was himfelf alfp 
educated in the principles of Pla- 
tonifm, only differed from Plato 
in the comparative eftimate of 
things, allowing nothing to be 
intrinsically bad but vinue, no- 
thing intrinfically bad but vice, 
and confidering all other things 
to be in themfeives indifferent. 

He too and Ariftotle accurately 
cultivated Logic, but in different 
ways; for Ariftotle chiefly dwelt 
upon the Ample lyilogifm ; Zeno 
upon that which is derived out of 
it, the compound or hypo hetic. 
Both too, as well as other philo- 
fophers, cultivated Rhetoric along 
with Logic; holding a knowledge 
in both to be requifite for thole, 
who think of addreifing mankind 
with all the efficacy of perfu fion. 
— Zeno elegantly illuftrated thfe 
force of thele two powers by a 
fimile, taken from the hand : the 
clofe power of Logic he compared 
to the fift, or hand compreft ; the 


* It was in a fimilar period of triumph, after a formidable advefary had 
been crolhed, that the Romans began to cultivate a more refined and polifhed 
literature, 1 

L 3 , diffufe 
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diffufe power of Logic, to the by which men are perfuaded, and 
palm, or hand open. if men cannot be perfuaded, witb- 

I fball mention bnt two fe£b out a knowledge of human na- 
more, the New Academy, and tore: for what, bat Pbilofophy, 
the Epicurean. can pi ocure us this knowledge? 

The New Academy, fu called It was for this reafon theabltft 
from the Old Academy (the name Greek philofophers not only 
given to the fchool of Plato), was taught (as we hinted before) but 
founded by Arcefilas, and ably wrote alfo treatifes open Rhetoric, 
maintained by Cameades. From They had a farther inducement, 
a roiftaken imitation of the great and that was the imrinfic beauty 
parent of Pbilofophy, Socrates of' their language, as it was then 
(particularly as he appears in the fpoken among the learned and 
dialogues of Plato), becaufe So- polite. They would have been 
dates doubted fame things, there- aftiamed to have delivered Philo- 
fore Arrefilas and Carneades fophy, as it has been too often 
doubted all. delivered fince, in competitions as 

Epicurus drew from another chimfy, a$ the common dialed of 
fburce ; Democritus had taught the mere vulgar, 
him atoms and a void : by the The fame love of elegancy 
fortuitous concourfe of atoms he which made them attend to their 
fancied he could form a world, flile, made them attend even to 
while by a feigned veneration he the places, where their Philofo- 
complimented away his gods, and £hy was taught, 
totally denied their providential Plato delivered his ledures in a 
care, left the trouble of it fiiould place (haded with groves, on the 
impair their uninterrupted date banks of the river IHfiiis; and 
of blits. Virtue he recommend- which, as it once belonged to a 
ed, though not for the fake of vir- perfon called* Aca dermis, 
tue, but pleafgrc; pleafurc, ac- called, after his name, the Ac- 
cording to him, being our chief demy. Ariftotle chofe another 
and fovereign good. It mud be fpet of a tinplar character, tfheft 
confeft however, that, thongh his there were trees and (hade; afpot 
principles were erroneous and even called the Lycaeum. Zeno taught 
bad, never was a man more tem- in a portico or colonade, drftin- 
perate aud humane; never was a guifhed from other buildings of 
man more beloved by his friends, that fort (of which the Athenians 
or more cordially attached to them had many) by the name of the 
in affe&ionate efteem. Variegated Portico, the walls be- 

We have already mentioned the ing decorated with various paint- 
alliance between Pbilofophy a'nd ings of Polygnctus and Myrti, 
Rhetoric. This cantiot be thought two capital matters df that dan- 
wonderful, if Rhetoric be the art, feendent period*'. Epicurus ad- 

drefltd 

* Of thefe two artifts it appears that Mym was paid, and that Pelygnotus 
painted gram, for which generofirv he bad the teftrmony of public honew*. 
Pfo. flift. L. XXXV. cap. 9. fcS- 35. 
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^Jreflcd his hearers in thofe Well 
kriown gardens, called after hi$ 
own name, the Gardens of Epi- 
curus. 

Some of thefe places gave names 
to the dodtrines, which were 
taught there. Plato’s philofophy 
took its name df Academic from 
the Academy; that of Zeno wiW 
called the Stoic, from a Grdek 
Word, fignifying a portico. 

The fyftem indeed of Ariftotle 
was not denominated frrihri the 
place, but waS called Peripatetic, 
from the manner in which he 
taught; from his walkihg about, 
at the time, when he diflerted^ 
The tertn, Epicurean Philrifbphy, 
needs no explanation. 

Open air, (hade, water, and 
plealknt walks, feem above all 
things to favour that exerciftr; the 
btft fuited to contemplation, 1 
mean gantie walkihg without in- 
ducing fatigue. The many agree- 
able walks in and about Oxford 
ifidyv teach my own Countrymen 
the truth of this aflbrtiori, and 
beft explain how Horace lived* 
while a (Indent at Athens, em- 
ployed (as he tells us) 

— inter filvas Acadeflni quaren verum. 

Tbefe places of public inftitu- 


tion were called among the Greeks 
by the riatfle Of the Gymnafia, in 
which, whatever that word might 
have originally mearit, were 
taught all thofe exdrcifes, arid all 
thofls arts, which tended to culti- 
vate not only the body; but the 
mirid. As man Was a being coh- 
fifliilg Of both, thfe GrMfkfc could 
riot confldef that education as 
complete, in which both were not 
regarded, arid both properly form- 
ed. Hence their Gymnafia, With" 
reference to this double end, were 
adorned With tWd flatties* thofe of 
Mfercury arid df Hercules, the 
cdrpbreal accompliftitthents being 
patrdriited (as they frippoftd) by 
the Grid Of ftrength, the mehtal 
accomplifhments by the God Of 
ingenuity. 

It is to be feared, that many 
places, now called academies, 
fcarce defervO the name upon 
this exterifivC plan, if the profef* 
frits teach rib mdre, than hew 
to dance, fence, arid ride Uprirt 
hbMes. # t 

It was for ehe cultivation of 
every liberal accompli fhmerit that 
Athens was celebrated (as W6 
have faid) during many centuries; 
long after Her political influence 
“was loft* and at an end. 


We learh frorii hittory that the pictures, Which adbfnfed this portico, w^rfc 
four ; two on the back part of it (open to the Colorihade), and a pillule at 
each end, upon the right and Left. 

We learn alfo the iubjedls: on one of the (ides a picture of the Athenian 
and Lacedemonian armies a$ Oenoe (an Argive city) facing each other, and 
ready to engage: on the back ground, or middle part of the portico, the battle 
between the Athenians under Thefeus, and the Amazons: next to chat, on 
the fame middle, the Grecian chiefs, after the taking of Troy, deliberating 
upoh the violence offered by Ajax to Caftandta, Ajax himftlf being piefent, 
together with Caffandra and other captive Trojan women: laflly, on the other 
fide df the poftico oppofitb to the firft, the triumphant victory at Marathon, 
the Bdrbarians pu fired into the morafs, or demolifhed, while they endeavoured 
to efcape to their (hips; Miltiades and the Greek leaders being to be kz^own 
by their portraits. 

L,4 When 
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When Alexander the Great 
died, many tyrants, like many 
Hydras, immediately fprung up. 
Athens then, though file ftill 
maintained the form of her an- 
tient government, was perpetually 
checked and humiliated by their 
infolence* Antipater deftroyed 
her orators, and fhe was facked by 
Demetrius. At length file became 
fiibjeCt to the all-powerful Ro- 
mans, and found the cruel Sylla 
her fevereft enemy. 

His face (which perhaps indi- 
cated his manners) was of a purple 
fed, intermixed with white. This 
circumftance, could not efcape the 
witty Athenians : they described 
him in a verfe, and ridiculoufly 
laid, 

Sulla’s face is a mulberry, fprinkled with 
meal. 

The devaluations and carnage, 
which he caufed foon after, gave 
them too much reafon to repent 
their farcafm. % 

The civil war between Caefar 
and Pompey foon followed, and 
their natural love of liberty made 
them fide with Pompey. Here 
again they were unfortunate, for 
Caefar conquered. Bat Caefar did 
net treat them Tike Sylla. With 
that clemency, which made fo 
amiable a part of his character, 
he difmifled them by a fine allu- 
lion to their iliuitrious anctftors, 
faying, that he fpared the living 
for the fake of the dead. 

Another ftorm followed foon 
after this, thewars of Brutus and 
Caffius with Augullus and Antony. 
Their partiality for liberty did 
pot here forfakt them : they took 
part in the conteft with the two 
/patriot Romans, an^d ere&ed their 
ftatues near their own antient de- 
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liverers, Harmodius and Arifto- 
giton, who had flaip Hipparchus* 
But they were ftill unhappy, for 
their enemies triumphed. 

They made their peace however 
with Auguftus, and having met 
afterwards with different treat- 
ment ynder different emperors, 
fometimes favourable, fometimes 
harfli, and never more feverethaa 
under Vefpafian, their oppreffions 
were at length relieved by the 
virtupus Nerva and Trajan. 

Mankind during the interval, 
which began from Nerva, and 
which extended to the death of 
that beft of emperors, Marcus 
Antoninus, felt a refpite from 
thofe evils, which they had fo fe- * 
yerely folt before, and which they 
felt fo feverely revived under 
Commodus, and his wretched 
fucceffors. 

. At hens, during the above golden 
period, enjoyed more than all 
others the general felicity, for (he 
found in Adrian fo generous a be- 
nefactor, that her citizens could 
hardly help pfteeming him a fe- 
cond founder. He reftored their 
old privileges; gave them new; 
repaired their ancient buildings, 
and added others of his own. 
Marcps Antoninus, although he 
did not do fo much, ftill conti- 
nued to ftievy them his benevolent 
attention. 

If from this period we turn our 
eyes back, we (hall find, for cen- 
turies before, that Athens was the 
place of education, not only for 
Greeks, but for Romans.. It was 
hither,' that Horace was fent by 
bi>s father; it was here that Ci- 
cero put his fon Marcus under 
Cratippus, one of the ableft phi- 
Jofophers then belonging to that 
city. 

Th $ 
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The feCfs of philofophers, which 
we have already deferibed, were 
ftill exifting, when St. Paul came 
thither. We cannot enough ad- 
mire the fuperior eloquence of 
that apoftle, in his manner of 
addremng fo intelligent an au- 
dience. We cannot enough ad- 
mire the fublimity of his exor- 
dium; the propriety of his men- 
tioning an altar, which he had 
found there; and hi3 quotation 
from Aratus, ode of their well- 
known poets. 

Nor was Athens only celebrat- 
ed for the residence of philofo- 
phers,and the inffitution of youth: 
men of rank and fortune found 
pleafure in a retreat, which con- 
tributed fo much to their liberal 
enjoyment. 

The friend and correfpondent 
pf Cicero, T. Pomponius, from 
his long attachment to this city 
and country, had attained fuch a 
perfection in its arts and language, 
that he acquired to himlelf the 
additional name of Atticus. This 
great man may be faid to have 
lived during rimes of the worft 
and crueleft factions. His youth 
was fpent under Sylla and Ma- 
rius; the middle of his life dur- 
ing all the fanguinary feenes that 
followed ; and, when he was old, 
he faw the profci iptions of Antony 
and OClavius. Yet though Cicero 
and a multitude more of the beft 
men periflied, he had thfc good 
fortune to furvive every danger. 
Nor did he leek a fafety for hi m- 
felf alone ; his virtue fo recom- 
mended him to the leaders of 
every fide, that, he was able to 
fave not himfelf alone, but the 
lives and fortunes of many of his 
friends. 

yVhen we ^ool^ to this amiable 


character, we may well fuppofe, 
that it was not merely for amufe- 
ment that he chofe to live at 
Athens ; but rather that, by re-? 
fiding there, he might fo far rea- 
lize philofophy, as to employ it 
for the conduCt of life, and not 
merely for oftentation. 

Another perfon, during a bet- 
ter period (that I mean between 
Nerva and Marcus Antoninus), 
was equally celebrated for his af- 
feClion to this city. By this per- 
fon I mean Herodes Atticus, who 
acquired the Jaft name from the 
fame reafons, for which it had for- 
merly been given to Pomponius. 

We have remarked already, that 
vicilfitudes befal both men and 
cities, and changes too often hap- 
pen from profperous to adveife. 
Such was the f^ate of Athens un- 
der the fucceflors of Alexander, 
and fo on from Sylla down to the 
time of Auguftus. It (hared the 
fame hard fate with the Roman 
empire in general upon the ac- 
ceflion of Coinmodus. 

At length, after a certain pe- 
riod, the Barbarians of the north 
began to pour into the foutb. 
Rome was taken by Aiaric, and 
Athens was befieged by the fame. 
Yet here we are informed (at leait 
we learn fo from hiflory) that it 
was miraculoufiy favecl by Miner- 
va and Achilles. The goddefs it 
feems and the hero both of them 
appeared, compelling the invader 
to raife the (iege. 

It was thus we are told, that, 
many years before, Caftor and 
Pollux had fought for the Ro- 
mans; and that, many centuries 
afterwards, St. George, at Ico- 
*ium, difeomfited the Saracens 
—nay, fo late as in the fixteenth 
century, a gallant Spaniard, Peter 

de 
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de Pas, Was feen to affift his conn- der the Verietiabs, ffinietihfes 
trymen, fome months after hi$ under the Catalonians? .till Ma- 
dcceafe, when they made an af- hornet the Great made himfelf 
fault at the fiege of Antwerp. matter of Gonttantinople. This % 
In (lead of giving my own fenti- fatal cataftrdphe (which happened 
ment^upon theft) events, I chufe hear two thoufhnd years after the 
to give thofe of im abler man time of Pififtrfctus) brought A- 4 
upon a fimilar fubje6h After thens and with it all Greece into " 
having related fooie hngtiiar fto- the hands of the Turks* under 
ries of equal probability, Lord whofe defpotic yoke it has contH 
Bacon concludes with the folloW- hued eter fince. 
irig obfervation— • , The city from this time bis 

4 * My judgment (fays he) is* that been occafionally vifited, ahd de- 
they (he means the ftoriea) obghfc feriptions of it pubiifhed; by dif- 
all to be defpifed, and ought to ferent travellers; Wheeler *as 
fcrve blit fbr winter-talk by the there along with 8pbn in the time 
fire-fide. Though when I fay of our Charles the Second, and 
defpifed, I mean it as for belidr; both of them have pubiifhed cu- 
#or otherwife the fpreading or rious dnd valuable narratives. — 
publifhing of them is in ho fort to Others, as well natives of this 
be defpiled, for they have done ifland, as foreigners, have been 
much mifehief.” there fince* and fome have glfen 

fiynefib*, who lived in the fifth (as Monf. Le Roy) fpecious ptoti- 
cebtory* vifited Athens* and gives licationS of what we are to fuppofe 
in his epiftlfcs an account of his they faw. None however hive 
vitin Its luftre appears at that equalled the truth, the accuracy* 
time to have been greatly dimi- and elegance of Mr. Stuart, who* 
nifhed. Among other things he after having rtfided there between 
informs us* that the celebrated three and fdur years, has given 
Portico or Colonnade, the Greek us fuch pldns and elevation* of 
ndme of Which gave name to the the capital baildihgs hoW ftand- 
fedi of Stoics, had by an oppref- ing, tbgether With learned tom- 
five proconful been defpoiled of ments to elucidate every patt, thit 
its fine pidhires; and that, on this he feems, as far as was*poffihle fbr 
devaflatibn, it had been forfaken ^the power 6f defeription* to have 
by thofe philosophers. reftored the city to . its ancfcnt 

In the thirteenth century, when fplendbr. 
the Grecian empire wds cruelly He has not only grv£n N ustbe 
onprefied by, the Crufadtrs, and greater outlines and their mea- 
all things in confufion, Athens lures, but feparate meafures and 
was befitged by one Segurus Leo, drawings of the minuter decora- 
who was unable to take' it; and, tions; fo that a BritiQi artift may 
after that, by a Marquis of Mont- (if he pleafe) follow Phidias, and 
ferrat, to whom it furrendered. build in Brjtain, as Phidias didst 
Its fortune after this was va-< Athens*, 
rious; and it was fometimes tra- Sporty fpeaking of Attica, fays 

• This mod Curious and valuable book was pubiifhed at London, in the 
year 1761. 

that 
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that the road near Athens was 
pleating, and the very peaf&nts 
poiifhed. Speaking of the Athe- 
nians in general, he fays of therh 
* — ils ont uia politeffc m d'tfprit natu- 
rtUe % & beawcoup d’nddiiffc dans 
toutes Us affaires , qu'tls enteipre - 

Wheeler, who was Spon’s fel- 
low-traveller, fays as follows, 
when he and his company ap- 
proached Athens-*-" We began 
to think ourfelves in a more 
civilized country, than we had yet 
pad : for not a (hepherd, that we 
met, but bid. us welcome, and 
wiflied us a good journey — Speak- 
ing of the Athenians, he adds— < - 
This mud with great truth be 
fdid of them, their bad fortune 
hath not been able to take from 
them, what they have by nature, 
that is, much fubtkty or wit. 
And again— the Athenians, not- 
withftanding the long poflellion 
that barbarifm hath had of this 
place, feem to be much more po- 
Jifiied in point of mantlets arid 1 
converfatiofl, than any other ih 
thefe parts; being civil, and of 
refpe&ful behaviour to all, artd 
highly compllnfiental in their dif- 
courfef.” 

Stuart fays of the prefent Athe- 
nians, what Spon and Wheeler 
faid of their fore fathers ; — he 
fouhd in them the fame addreft, 
the fame natural aeutenef%thd«gh 
feverely curbed by their defpotic 
mailers. 

One cuftom I cannot omit. He 
tells me, that frequently at their 
convivial meeting*, one of the 
company takc9* what they now call, 
a lyre, though it is rather a fpe- 

* Spun, vol. II. p. 76. 92* edit. 8vo. 


ties of guitar, and after a fhort 
prelude on the indrumelft, as If 
he were waiting fdr inspiration, 
accompanies fris inflrumental mu- 
tic with his voice, fuddfenly chant- 
ing feme extehtpore verfes, which 
feldom exceed two or three dif- 
tichs; that he then delivers the 
lyre to his neighbour, who, after 
he has done the fame, delivers it 
1 6 another ; and that fo the lyre 
circulates, till it has pad round 
the table. 

Nor can I forget his informing 
me, that notwith (landing the va- 
rious fortline of Athens, as a city, 
Attica was Hill famous for olives, 
dnd Mount Hymettus for hdnry. 
Human inflitutions perifh, but 
nature is permanent. 


Concerning Natural Beauty ; from 
the fatne Wtirh 

B UT kt us pafs for a moment 
from the elegant works of 
art to the more elegant works of 
nature. The two fubje&s are fo 
nearly allied, that the fame tafte 
ufually reliflies them Both. 

Now there is nothing more cer- 
tain, than that the face of inani- 
mate nature has been at all times 
captivating. The vulgar, indeed, 
look no farmer than to feenes of 
culture, becaufe dll their views 
toerfe'y terminate in utility. They 
only remark, that ’tis fine barley | 
that ’tis rich clover ; as an ox or 
an afs, if they could fpeak, would 
inform us. But the liberal have 
nobler views, and though they 
give to culture its due praile, they 
can be delighted with natural 

f Wheeler, p. 356. edit. fol. 

beauties, 
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beauties, where culture was never 
known. 

Ages ago they have celebrated 
with enthufiaftic rapture “ a deep 
retired vale, with a river rufhing 
through it; a vale having its (ides 
formed by two immenfe and op- 
pofit§ mountains, and thofe tides 
diversified by woods, precipices, 
rocks, and romantic caverns.” 
.Such was the feene, produced by 
the river Peneus, as it ran between 
the mountains Olympus and Ofla, 
in that well-known valeytheThef- 
falian Tempe*. 

Virgil and Horace, the firft for 
t tatie among the Romans, appear 
to have been enamoured with 
beauties of this character. Horace 
prayed for a villa, where there 
was a garden, a rivulet, and above 
thefe a little grove. 

HortaPubif et te&o vicinus jugi \ aqu * fens, 
Et Jiaulum Silver ftjitr his for et. 

Sat. .VI. 2. 


Virgil wifhed to enjoy rivers, 
and woods, and to be hid under 
immenfe fhade in the cool valleys 
pf MQunt Haemus — 

m-~0 ! qui me gelid's in Vaflibus Haem 
Sift at % et instemi rattiorurh protegnt umbra t 
J ' Georg. II. 4 36. 

The great elements of this fpc- 
ties of Beauty, according to thefe 


principles, were water, wood, and 
uneven ground ; to which may be 
added a fourth, that is to fay, 
lawn. *Tis the happy mixture of 
thefe four, that produces every 
feene of natural beauty, as ’tis a 
more myfterious mixture of other 
elements (peihaps a fimple, and 
not more in number) that produces 
a world or univerfe. 

Virgil and Horace having been 
quoted, we may quote, withequai 
truth, our great countryman, Mil- 
ton. Speaking of the flowers of 
tParadife, he c?lls them flowers, 

—which not nice art 
III beds and curious knots, but nature been 
-Pours forth profufe on hill, and dale, and 
plain, 

?L.IV.*45- 

$oon after this he fubjoins — 
v — this v^as the pl^ce 

A happy rural feat, pi various view* 

He explains this variejty, by re- 
counting the lawns, the flocks, the 
hillocks, the? valleys, the grottos, 
the waterfalls, the lakes, &c. &c, 
and in another book, deferibinj 
the approach of Raphael, he in- 
forms us, tljat this divine picfr 
fenger paft 

/Thro* groves of myrrh, 

And flow'ring odors, caflia, ntrd and 
balm, \ 

A wider nefs of fweets ; for Nature here 
Wanton’das in her pi i me, and flay’d et swV/, 


* Efl netnus Hamonlay pr&rupta quod undique claudit 
Silva: vocant Tempe. Per qua Peneus ab itno 
Ejfufus Pindo [pumojis volvtlur urtJ:s , t 
DtjcSluquc yravi, &c. ' 

6 Ovid. Metam. Lib. I. 568. 

A fuller and more ample account of this beautiful fpot may be found in the 
firft chapter of the third book of Y**"* 0 * 1 * Hid9 r y? 
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Her virgin fancyS, pouting forth more 
fweet> 

„Wild above rule or art, enormout blifs.— 
P. L. IV. 292. 

The painters in the preceding 
century Term to have felt the 
power of thefe elements, and to 
ha ve transferred tiiem into their^ 
landfcapes with fuch amazing 
force, that they appear not fo 
much to have followed, as to 
have emulated nature.- Claude 
de Lorraine, the Pouflins, Salvator 
Rofa, and a few more, may be 
called fuperior artifts in this ex- 
quifite tafte. 

Our gardens in the mean time 
were taftelefs and infipid . Thofe 
who made them thought th£ far- 
ther they wandered from nature, 
the nearer they approached .the 
fublime. Unfortunately, where 
they travelled, no fublime was to 
be found; and the farther they 
went, the farther they left it be- 
hind. 

But pcrfe&ion, alas! was npt 
the work of a day. Many preju- 
dices were to be removed ; many 
gradual a {cents to be made ; 
afeents from bad to good, and 
from good to better, before the 
delicious Amenitesof a Claude or 
a Pouflin could be rivalled in a 
Stour- head, a Hagley, or a Stow ; 
or the tremendous charms of a 
Salvator Rofa be equalled in 
the feenes of a Peircefieid, or a 
Mount Edgecumb. 

Not however to forget the fub- 
je£t of our inquiry. — Though it 
was not before the prefent cen- 
tury, that w T e eftablifhed a charter 
tafte ; though our neighbours at 
this inftant are but learning it 
from us ; and though to the vul- 
gar every where it is totally in- 


comprehenfible (be they vulgar 
in rank or vulgar in capacity): 
yet, even in thedarkeft periods we 
have been ti eating, periods, when 
tafte is often thought to have 
been loft, we (hall ftill difeover 
an enlightened few, who were by 
no means infenfible to the power 
of thefe beauties. 

How warmly does Leland de- 
feribe Guy’s Cliff; Sannazarius, 
his Villa of Mergilline; and Pe- 
trarch, his favourite Vauclufe ? 

Take Guy’s Cliff from Upland 
in his own old Englilh, mixt with 
Latin — “ It is a place meet for 
the mufes; there is fylence ; a 
praty wood ; antra in vivo faxo 
(Grottos in the living rock); the 
river roling over the ftones with 
a praty noyfe.” His Latin is 
more elegant — Nemufculum ibidem 
opacum , fontes liquidi et gemmei f 
prata florida , antra mufeofa , rivi 
lev is et per faxa decurfus , nec non 
folitudo et quies Mujis am'icijfima. 

Mergilline, the villa of San- 
nazarius near Naples, is thus 
(ketched in different parts of his 
poems. 

Excifo in fcopuloyfiuftus unde aurea canos 
Dfjfticiens , celfo fe culmine Mergilline 
Attollit , nautiftju c procul venienlibus offer t. 

Sannaz. De partu Virgin. I*. 25. 

Rufiis 0 ! f'icr a, pelajrique cufio s, 

Vila, Nympharum cujlot et propinqua 
Dcridos ■ 

Tu mihi folos nemorum rectffus ■ 

Bas, et ha rentes per ofiaca lauros 
Saxa : Tuf fontes , Aganippedumqu^ 

Antra re clud is. 

Ejufd. Epigr. I. 2. 

— — 'fU'rque in prims --mi hi grata miniftm- 
Otia , M.ujarum'jue cavas per faxa latebras 
Margillina ; no’aos fun dun t ubi citria fores, 
Citria , Medorum facros reftrtntia fusos. 

Ejufd. De partu Virgin, ill. fub. fin. 

* De 
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D« Fonte Merrill in*. 

Bfl miki rwo iMtreui jttrenni 
Jton\, aetacfum fU'fu lit tut, unde 
4<fK*de*s filfi M«/a rorts 
I {wait qmiau. Oft. 

Ejuf4. Efi$r. II 36. 

It wovld be difficult to tranflate 
elegant rporfel^— -fTis fuffi- 
cjcnt tp exprcfr what they mean, 
ColleClively — 4< that the villa of 
lVJergillina had folitary woods; 
h*d groves of laurel and citron 5 
had grottos in the rock, with rivu- 
lets and fprings ; and that from 
its lofty fituatiqn it looked down 
iipon the fra, and commanded an 
cjrtr nfive profpeft. ,f 
/Ti$ no wonder that fuch a 
villa (bould enamour fuch an 
owner. So ftrong was his affrftion 
for it, that, when duriqg the fob- 
ftquent wars in Italy, it was de- 
molilhed by the imperial troops, 
this unfortunate event was fup- 
pofrd to have haftened his end *. 

Vauclufe (lfalHi "Claufa ) the 
favourite retreat of Petrarch, was 
a romantic fccne, not far from 
Avignon. 

“ it is a valley, having on 
each hand, as you enter, im* 
menfe cliffs, but clofed up at one 
of its ends by a femi-circular 
ridge of them 5 from which inci- 
dent it derives its names. One of 
the rooft flupendous of thefe cliffs 
(lands in the front of the femi- 
cirde, and has at its foot an open- 
ing into an immenfe cavern. 
Within the moft retired and 
gloomy part of this cavern is a 
large oval bafon, the production 
of nature, filled with pellucid and 
unfathomable water; and from 
this refervoir iffues a river of re* 
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fpe$ablt magnitude, dividing, a# 
it runs, the meadows beneath, and 
windings through the precipices, 
that impend from above.” 

This is an imperfaft (ketch of 
tljat fpot, where Petrarch fpent 
his time wjth fo much delight, RS 
tp fay that this atone was life to 
him, the reft but a lfote of pupifti- 
ment. 

In the two preceding narratives* 
I feem to fee an anticipation of 
that tafte for natural beauty, 
which pow appears to fiourjfo 
through Great Britain ip fuch 
perfection. It is not to be doubted 
that the owner of Margillina 
would have been charmed wi.th 
Mount fidgecumb; and the owner 
of Vaucluie have been delighted 
with Piercefield. 

When we read in Xenophon, 
that the younger Cyrus had with 
his own hand planted trees for 
beauty, we are not furprifed, 
though pleafed with the (lory, as 
the age was upli (lied, and Cyrus 
aq accomplished prince. But* 
when we read that in the begin-, 
ning o,f the 14th century, a kipg 
of France (Phillip le Bel) fhonla 
make it penal to cut down a tree, 
qui « efte garde' pot(r fa b^ulte, 
which had been prefer ved for its 
beauty; though wc praifr the 
law, we cannot help being fur- 
prifed, that the prince (hould at 
luch a period have beep fo for 
enlightened. 


Some Account of L iterature in Ruffia, 
and of tit Progrefs towards being 


• So we learn from Paulus Jovius, the writer of his life, publi&ed with his poem* 
^Graesios, io> a fa*l( edition o t foa* of the IuJiau ppAfia, H Amtetto, in the ynx 

ervi- 
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cjviliftj ; fiom tb$ Appendix to 
the fame. 

T HE vaft empire of Rufiia 
extending f*r tq the north, 
both in Europe and i^fia, ’tis np 
ivonder that, in fuch a country, 
inhabitants fhould have re- 
pained fo long uncivilized. , For 
culture of the finer arts it i$ ne- 
ceflary there fhould be com for table 
leifure. But how could fuch lei- 
fufe be found in a country, where 
ev^ry ope had enough to do to 
fupport his family, and to refill 
the rigour of an uncomfortable 
climate ? Befifies this, to make the 
fiper, arts flqurifh, there muft bp 
imagination ; and imagination 
pull be enlivened^oy the contem- 
plation pf pleafing objects ; and 
tb^t contemplation muft be per- 
formed in 3 manner eafy to thp 
ppptemplator. , Now, who can 
contemplate with eafe, where thp 
thermometer is often mpy de- 
grees below the freezing point ? 
Or what objedlcan he find worth 
contemplating for thole many 
lppg months, when all the water 
if ice, and a\l the land covered 
wi^h fnow ? i 

If t^en the difficulties were fo 
great, how great muft have been 
the praife of thpfe princes and le- 
giXlatoi s, who dared attempt to ppr 
11 (h mankind ip fo unpromifing a 
region, and whp have been able, 
\>y thfir perfeverance. in foiue de- 
ec to ^ccpmplifh it $ 

Thofe who on this occafion be- 
ffpw the higheft praifes upon Pe^ 
ter the Qreat, praife, him, whhr 
out doubt, as be jviftly deferves. 
8u,t if they would refer the begin? 
ning of tfifs work to hiip» aryi 
much njore its cpmplejion, they 
^rp certainly under a mifiake* 
fo Iqng ago as the time of Ed- 


ward the Sixth, Ivan Bafilowitz 
adopted principles of confunerc*, 
and granted peculiar privileges to 
the English, on their difcqvery of 
a n^yjgafiQit to Archangel. 

A fad fcene of fanguinary cqb- 
fufion followed from this period 
to the year 1612, when a deli- 
verer arofe, Prince Pajanky. He, 
by unparalleled fortitude, having 
routed all the tyrants and impor- 
tors of the time, was by the Bojars 
or Magnates unahimoufly elected 
Qzap But this honour he, with 
a mofidifinterefted magnanimity, 
declined for himfelf, and pointed 
out to them Michael Faedqrowitz, 
of the houfe of Romanoff, and by 
his mother’s fide defeended from 
the antient Czars. 

From this, period we may date 
the firft appearances of a real civi- 
lizing, and a developement of the 
wealth and power of the Ruffian 
empire. Michael reigned thirty- 
three years. By his wifdom, and 
the mildnefs of his chara6ter, he 
reftored eafe and tranquillity to 
fubjc&s, who had been long de- 
prived of thofe ineftimable bleff- 
ingi — he encouraged them to in- 
duftry, and gave them an example 
of the moft laudable behaviour. 

His fon Alexis Michaelowitz 
was fuperior to his father in the 
art of governing and found poli- 
tics. He promoted agriculture ; 
introduced into his empire arts 
and fciences, of which he was 
himfelf a lover ; publifhed a code 
of laws, ftUl ufedin theadminiftra- 
tion of juftice ; and greatly im-r 
piqved his frmy, by mending its 
difeipline. Tfiis he effeded chiefly 
by the help of ftrangers, moft of 
whom were Scotch, Lefly, Gor- 
. don, and Ker, are the nemes of fa- 
milies full exiftingin this country* 
Theodore of Faedor fucceeded his 
father 
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father in 1677. He was of a geri- petitor, than the child and ekfy 
tie difpofition, and weak confti- Ivan; Who, dying not many years 
tution ; fond of pomp and magnb after, left him foie monarch of 
licence, and in fatisfying this all the Ruffias. • 1 
pafiion contributed to polifh his The a&s at home an$ abroad, 
fbbje&s by the introdudtion of fo- in peace and in war, of this fhi * 
reign manufactures, and articles pendous and elevated genius, are 
^)f elegance, which they foon be- tot) well known to be repeated by 
gan to adopt and imitate* His me. Peter adorned his country 
delight was in horfes, and he did with'arts, and raifed its glory by 
his countiy a real fervice in the arms : he created a refpeCtable 
beginning andeftablifhingof thofe marine ; founded St. Peterfburgb, 
fine breeds of themin the Ukraine, a new capital, and that from the 
and elfewhere. He reigned feven very ground ; rendering it with- 
years, and having on his death- al one of the firfl cities in Europfe 
bed called his Bojars round him, for beauty and eiegahee. 
in the prefence of his brother and To entourage letters he formed 
filler Ivan and Sophia, and of his academies, and invited foreign 
half brother Peter, faid to them ; profellbrs not only to Peterfburgh 
Hear my laft fentiments; they arc (his new city) but to his antient 
dilated by my love for the ftate, capital Mofcow ; at both which 
and by my affeftion for my peo- places thefe profeflors were main^ 
pie — the bodily infirmities of Ivan tained with liberal penfions. 
neceffarily muff affect his mental As a few fpecimensof literature 
faculties — he is incapable of rul- fromboththefecitieshaverecent- 
ing a dominion like that of Ruflia ly cdme to my hand, I {hall en- 
— he cannot take it amifs, if I deavour to enumerate them, as! 
recommend to you to fet him think it relative to my fubjeft. 
afide, and to let your approbation 1. Plutarchus totpl 
fall on Peter, who to a robuft Tvppjs — Gr. Lat. cum animad- 

conftitution joins great ftrength verfionibus .Reijkii et alior.—fuai 
of mind, and marks of a fuperior adjccit Cbriftianus Frediricus Mat - 
underflanding. tbai. Typis Unrverjitatis Mofquen - 

Theodore dying in 1682, Peter Jis 9 an. 1777, 8vo. 
became emperor, and his brother 2.' Plutarcbi libellus de Supcrfti- 
lvan remained contented. But tione 9 et DemoJHjpnis Otatio fuiu- 
Sophia, Ivan’s tiller,' a woman hr is, Gr. Lat. cum notis intepis 
of greaLambition, coukl not bring Reijkii et alior.—fuas adjccit Chrifl. 
her (elf to fubmit. Frider . Mat that — Typis Ctefana 

The troubles which enfued; Mofquenjis XJniverfitatis, an. 1778, 
the imminent dangers which Pe- 8vo. ‘ ' 

ter efcaped ; his abolition of that 3. Leftiones Mofquen/es , in two 
turbulent and feditidus foIdiery> volumes, Svo. bound together, 
called the Streliiz ; -the confine- and printed at Leipfic, an. 1779 
ment of his balf-fifter Sophia to a — they contain various readings 
monaftery ; all thefe were import- in different authors, and fotne en- 
ant events, which left Peter in tire pieces, all in Greek colle&ed 
.the year 1689 with no other com- from thr libraries of Mofcow, and 
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‘publlihed by the feme learned edi- 
tor. 

4. 'IfoerattSi Demetrii Cyd. et 
Micb&el Glyca aliquot Epiftota nee 
non*. Dion . Cbrjfoftpmi Oratio — 
Grace. Typis Univerjitatb Cctfarea 
Mqfquenfis ~ 8 vo.— By the fame 
learned editor. 

5. Glojjaria Graca minora , et 
'dViaAjtecdota Graca — a work, con- 
fiding of two parts, contained 
under one volume, in a thin quar- 
to, by the feme able profeflor, 
printed at Mofcow by the LJniver- 
fity types, in the years 1 774 and 
1 775. A catalogue of the fe veral 
pieces in both parts isfubjoined 
to the end of the fecond part. — 
Among the pieces in the firft part 
are. Excerpt a ex Grammaticd Nicepb. 
Gregor a ; ex GloJJario Cyrilli Alex - 
andrtni; GloJJarium in Epiftolas Pau- 
li ; Nomina. Menjium ; — thofeofthe 
t£d part are chiefly theological. 

6 . Notitia Codicum Manufcripto- 
rum Gr oecorum Bibliotbecarum Mof- 

uenjtum , cum variis Anccdotis, Pa- 
ulis AEneis, Indidbus locupletijjimis 
— edidit Chrijl. Fridericus Mattbai 
' — Mo/qua, Typis Univerfitatis y 
an. 1776. 

This publication, on a large 
folio paper, is as yet incomplete, 
only fixty pages being printed off. 
It ends. Partis prim# Seftionis pri* 
Finis. 

7. An ode to the prefent cm- 
prefs, Catharine, in antient Greek 
and Ruffian. 

’ 8. An ode on the birth-day of 
Conftantine, fecond fon to the 
Grand Duke, in antient Greek 
and Ruffian — printed at Peterf- 
burgh, and as we learn from the 
title, it tSj 'Atslox^aTOgtxif 

in the Imperial Aca- 
demy of Sciences. 

9. An ode to Prince Potemkin, 
Vox. XXIV. 
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antient Greek and Ruffian, and 
printed (as before) an. 17B0. 

10. Anode, confiding of Stro- 
phe, Antiftrophe, and Epode, 
antieht Greek and Ruffian, made 
in 1 779, in honour of the Emprefe, 
the Great Duke and Duchefs, and 
Alexander and Conftantine, their 
two fons, grandfons to the em- 
prefs. 

This ode was fung in the origi- 
nal Greek by a large number Of 
voices, before a riumerous and 
fplendid court, in one of the im- 
perial palaces. 

As I have a eppy of this mufic/*' 
I cannot omit obferving, that it is 
a genuine exemplar of the antient 
Antiphona, fo well known to the 
church in very remote ages. On 
this plan two complete choirs 
(each confifling of trebles, coun- 
ters, tenors, and bafes) fingagainft 
each other, and reciprocally an- 
fwer ; then unite all of them; 
then feparate again, returning to 
the alternate refponfe, till the 
whole at length concludes in one 
general chorus. The muficof 
this ode may be called purely vo- 
cal, having nb other accompany - 
ment but that of an organ. 

The compofer was no lefs a 
man than the celebrated Paefiello* 
fo well known at prefent, and fo 
much admired, both injtaly and 
elfewhere, for rriufic of a very dif- 
ferent character, I mean his truly 
natural and pleafing burlettas. • 

Thofe who are curious to know 
more of this fpecies of mufic,, may 
confult the valuable gloflary of 
Spelman, under the word Anti- 
phona, and the ingenious mufi^al 
dictionary of Roufleau, under the 
word Antiennc. 

1 1 . A ftiort copy of Greek ele- 
'giac verfes, printed at Peterf- 

M burgh* 


* 
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burgh, in the year 17&0, atid ad- 
dreftto Prince Potemkin, with 
this fingular title, 

*Enlygafjif4,at *** T rk vayipetSf x) 

xapfA.offvM roprEio<i>opi'Ai:, t?5$ 

koi MAZKAPAAOE xatofunj;, 

K. T. A. 

Thus Englifhed — A Poem, on 
the fplendid and delightful Fefti- 
vity, where they wear Gorgonian 
Vifors ; more commonly called a 
Mafquerade; which Prinpe Po- 
temkin c lebrated, (S 7 . 

A better word to denote a maf- 
querade could hardly have bfeen 
invented, than the word here em- 
ployed, ropyiiopo^i*. In attempt- 
ing to tranliate it, that I might ex- 
prefs one word, I have been com- 
pelled to ufe many. 

i». A tranflation of Virgil's 
Georgies from the Latin Hexa- 
meters into Greek Hexameters, 
by the celebrated Eugenius, fa- 
mous for his treatife of logic, pub- 
lifhed a few years ft nee in antient 
Greek at Leipfic. He was made 
an archbifhop, but chofe to reftgn 
his dignity. He is now carrying 
on this tranflation under the pro- 
tection of Prince Potemkin, but 
has as yet gone no farther, than 
to the end of the firft Georgic. 

The work is printed on a large 
folio paper, having the original 
on one fide, and the tranflation 
oh the other. Copious notes in 
Greek are at the bottom of thefe- 
veral pages. 

Take a fhort fpecimen of the 
performance. 

Continuo, vetttis furgentilus f aut freta fionti 
Juapiunt agitata tumefeere , ct aridus ait is 
Monti bus audiri fragor , aut stjonantia 
longe 

Lit tor a mi Jeer i f et ntmorum increbrejcere mur - . 
mur. 

Geor. I. 356. 

’ 
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‘Atnua, iygopiiw wo UA 

tobfla 

*AXf ti traXtuoyem osfulrti, x) xoguQai Ji 
axgat Tga%v @ooun£ wrag fur* 
xgoQtr yt V 1 

’Axial T* U’>ak mi got fifty# flats, % atyta* 
Xol TI* 

SftiglaXiot Jc ymaS al<x k) S^u. 

Of thefe various printed works, 
the firft fix were fent me by the 
learned fcholar above mentioned, 
Chriftianus Fredericus Matthaei, 
from Mofcow ; the laft fix I had 
the honour to receive from Prince 
Potemkin at Peterfburgh. 

Befides the printed books, the 
learned profeflor at Mofcow fent 
me a curious Latin narrative in 
manufeript. 

In it he gives an account of a 
fine manufeript of Strabo, belong- 
ing to the Ecclefiaftical Library at 
Mofcow'. — He informs me, this 
MS. is in folio; contains 427 
leaves : is beautifully written by 
one whom he calls a learned and 
diligent feribe, at the end of the 
fifteenth or beginning of the fix- 
teenth century ; and came, as ap- 
pears by a memorandum in the 
manufeript, from the celebrated 
Greek monaftery at Mount Athos. 

He adds (which is worth at- 
tention) that almoft all the Greek 
manufcripts, which are now pre- 
ferved at Mofcow, were originally 
brought thither from this mona- 
ftery ; and that, in the laft cen- 
tury, by order of the Emperor 
* Alexius Michaelowitz, and the 
Patriarch Nico, by means of the 
Monk Arfenius. So early in this 
country did a gleam of literature 
fhew itfelf. 

He ftrongly denies the fa&, that 
there is any other MS. of Str&bo 
befides this either at Mofcow, or 
at Peterfburgh. 

Of 
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OftheprefentMS.hehasbeenfo 
kind as to fend decollations, taken 
from the firft and fecond book* 

After tfiis he mentions the un- 
publifhed hymn of Homer upon 
Ceres, and the fragmentof another 
by the fame poet upon Bacchus ; 
both of which, fince I heard from 
him, have been publifhed by Run- 
keniusatLeyden,towhommycor- 
refpondent had fent them from the 
Mofcowan Library. 

He has been generous enoughto 
fend me copies of all the books he 
has publifhed, for which valuable 
donation I take this public oppor- 
tunity of making my grateful ac- 
knowledgments. 

With regard to ail the publica- 
tions here mentioned, it is to be 
obferved, that thofe from Peterf- 
burgh are faid to be printed in 
theimperial Academy of Sciences; 
thofe from Mofcow*, by the Types 
of the Imperial Univerfity; each 
place by its ftile indicating its efta- 
blifhment. 

Injufticetpmyfonjhismajefty’s 
minifter to the Court of. Ruflia, it 
is incumbent upon me to fay, that 
all this information, and all thefe 
literary treafures, have been pro- 
cured for me by his help, and 
through his intereft. 

I muft not conclude withoutob- 
ferving (though perhaps it may be 
a repetition) that the efforts to ci- 
vilize this country did not begin 
from Peter the Great, but were 
much older. A fmail glimmering, 
like the firft day-break, was feen 
under Czar Iwan, in the middle 
of the lixteenth century. 

This dawn of civilizing became 
more confpicuous a century after- 
wards, under Czar Alexius Mi- 
chaelowitz ; of whom, as well as 


of his fon Theodore or Ftedor we 
have fpoken already. 

But under the Great Peter it 
burft forth, with all he fplendor 
of a riling fun, and (if I may be 
permitted to continue my meta- 
phor) has continued ever fince to 
afeend towards its meridian. 

More than fifty years have pafl 
fince the death of Peter; during 
which period, with very little ex- 
ception, this vaft empire has been 
governed by female fovereigns 
only. All of them have purfued 
more or lefr the plan of their great 
predecefTor, and none of them 
more, than the illuftrious princefs 
who now reigns. 

' Ai d fo much for literature in 
Ruflia, and for its progrefs to- 
wards being civilized. 


On the Advantages of a Tafte for 
the general Beauties of Mature. 
By Dr. Percivalgf Manchefter. 

Me vero primum'dulces ante omnia mufje 
Accipiant ! ■ ■■■. 

— Rura mihi, er rigui placeant in vallibua 
amnes ; 

Flumina amcm, fylvafque inglorius. 

Virg. Georg. L. II. Lin. 475. 

T HAT fenfibility to beauty, 
which, when cultivated and 
improved, we term tafte, is uni- 
verfally diffufed through the hu- 
man fpecies: and it is moft uni- 
form with refpe<ft to thofe obje&s, 
which, being out of our power, 
are not liable to variation, from 
accident, caprice, or fafhion. The 
verdant lawn, the fliady grove, 
the variegated landfcape, the 
boundlefs ocean, and the ftarry 
firmament, are contemplated with 
pleafure by every attentive be- 
Ma holder* 
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holder. Bi^t the emotions of dif- 
ferent fpeflators, though firnilar 
ip kind, differ widely in flegree t 
{pul to relirtt, with full delight, 
the enchanting feenes pf nature, 
the mind muft be uncorrupted by 
avarice, fenfuality, or ambition ; 
^quick in her fenfibilities ; elevat- 
ed in her fentiments ; and devout 
in her affe&ions. He, who ppf- 
fefles fuch exalt^J powers of per- 
ception and enjoyment, may al- 
mod fay, with the poet, 

* I care not, Fortune ! what you me 
“ deny ; 

** You cannot rob me of free Nature's 
“ grace j 

u You cannot (hut the windows of the 

€t Thro* which Aurora mews her bright . 

“ ening face ; 

tf You cannot bar my conftant feet to 
4t trace 

u The woods and lawns, by living ftrearo, 
“at eve j 

«* Let health my nerves and finer fibres 
“ brace,' ' 

“ And X their toys to the great children 
€t leave,: 

u Of fancy, reafon, virtue, nought can 
“ me bereave *.'* 

n Perhaps fuch ardent entbufiafin 
may not be compatible with the 
neceflary toils, and active offices, 
which Providence has afligned to 
the generality of men. But there 
are none, to whom fome portion 
of nt may not provd' advantageous ; 
and if it were cheriftied, by each 
individual, in that degree, which 
is confident with the indifpenfdble 
duties of his dation, the felicity 
of human life would be confider- 
ably augmented. From this fource, 
the refined and vivid pleafures of 
the imagination are aimed entirely 
derived.: and the elegant arts owe 

* Thomfon’s Caftle of Indolence. 
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their choice# beauties to a. trfe 
for the contemplation of nature. 
Painting and fculpturejre express 
imitations of vifible • and 

where would be thepittnnr r <5f 
poetry, if diveded of the imSigegr 
and embellifliments, which flje 
borrows from rural feenes ?,Pafyj- 
ers, datuaries, and poets, ther^ 
•fore, are always ambitious to .ac- 
knowledge themielves the pu£#s 
of nature ; and as their ftill in- 
creafes, they grow more and mo^e 
delighted with every view of the 
animal apd vegetable world. But 
the pleafure refulting from ad- 
miration is tranfient ; and to cul- 
tivate tade, without r^gayd to its 
influence on the paffions and af- 
fections, u is to rear a, tree for 
its blofloms, which is capable of 
yielding the richeft, pnd mod va- 
luable fruit f.” Phyfical and 
moral beauty bear fo intimate a 
relation to each other,, that ttyey 
may be confidered as differertt J gra- 
dationsin the fcale of excellence; 
and the knowledge and reliflj of the 
former, fliould be deemed only a 
dep to the nobler and more' per- 
manent enjoyments of the latter. 

WHoeyer has vidted the Lea- 
fovves,inWarwickfhire,mud have 
felt the force and propriety of an 
infeription, which meets the eye, 
at the entrance into thqfe delight- 
ful grounds. 

4t Would you then tafte the tiacqail 
“ feene ? 

“ Be fure your bofoms be fecene ; 

Devoid of hate, devoid of ftrife, * 
“Devoid of all that poifons life : 

“ And much it 'Vails you, in their glace 
“ To graft the love of human race J." 

Now fuch feenes contribute 
powerfully to infpire that fereni- 

f Shendone. J Id. 

'h 
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ty, which is neceffary to enjoy,, 
and to heighten their beauties. 
% a fecret contagion, the foul 
catche^dfcrharmony which fhe 
contempp&s : and the frame 
within, aflimilates itfelf to that 
which is without. For, 

44 Who can forbear to fmile with Narurc? 
•^Can the ftormy paflions in the bofom 
<lf roll, 

44 While every gale is peace, and every 
44 grove 

44 Is melody * ?” 

. Jn this ftate of fweet compofure, 
we become fufceptible of virtuous 
impreffions, from almoft every 
iiirrounding object. The patient 
ox is viewed with generous com- 
placency; the guilelefs flieep, with 
pity; and the playful lamb raifes 
emotions of tendernefs and love. 

* We rejoice With the horfe, in his 
liberty and exemption from toil, 
whilft he ranges at large through 
enamelled pafl;ures ; and the fro- 
lics of the colt would afford un- 
mixed delight, did we not recoi- 
led the bondage, which he is 
foon to undergo. ' 

We are charmed with the fongs 
of birds, foothed with the buzz of 
infers, and pleafed with the fpor- 
tive nrtotions of fifties, be’fcaufe 
thefe areexpreflions of enjoyment; 
and we exult in the felicity of the 
whole animated creation. Thus 
an equal and extenfive benevo- 
lence is called forth into exertion; 
and having^// a common intereft 
in the gratifications of inferior 


beings, we (hall be no longer in- 
different to their fufferlngs, or be- 
come wantonly inftrumental in 
producing them. 

It feems to, be the intention of 
Providence, that thp lower orders 
of animals fbould be fubfervient 
to the comfort, convenience, and 
fuftenance of man. But his right 
of dominion extends no farther ; 
and if this right be exercifed with 
mildnefs, humanity, and juftice, 
the fubje&s of this power will be 
no lefs benefitted than himfelf. 
For various fpecies of living crea- 
tures are annually multiplied by 
human art, improved in their per- 
ceptive powers by human culture, 
and plentifully fed by human 
indufiry. The relation, therefore, 
is reciprocal, between fuch ani- 
mals and man ; and he may fupply 
his own wants by the ufe of their 
labour, the produce of their bo- 
dies, and even the f&crificeof thdr 
lives ; whilft he co-operates with 
all-gracious Heaven, in promot- 
ing happinefs, the great end of 
exiftence. ^ 

But though it be true, that par- 
tial evil , with refpeft to different 
orders of fenfitive beings, may be 
univerfal good\ and that it is a 
wife and benevolent inftitutionof 
nature, ’to make deftru&ion itfelf, 
within certain limitations, the 
caufe of an increafe of life and 
enjoyment ; yet a generous per- 
fon will extend his compaflionate 
regards to every individual, that 


# Thomfon’s Seafons, firft edit. 

Horace, when he breaks forth into the animated exclamation, 

4< 0 1 rus ! qusndo egotc aj/iiciam , quandoqut licebit - 
** Nunc vetcrum libnt , nunc Jomno et inertibus horis 
44 Ductrt folicita jucunda abinna vr7<r 

Hot. Sat. VI. 

feems to regret the want of that heartfelt complacency, which the bu&le, pomp, and 
pleafure9 of imperial Rome could not afford.' 

M3 fuffers 
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fufFers for his fake ; arid whilft he 
fighs 

u Ev'n for the kid, or lamb, that pours 
if its life ' 

“ Beneath the bloody knife 

he will naturally be folicitous to 
mitigate pain, both in duration 
and degree, by the gentled modes 
of inditing it. 

I am inclined to believe, howr 
eve{» that this fenfe of humanity 
would foon be obliterated, and 
that the heart would grow callous 
to every foft impreffion, were it 
not for the benignant influence of 
the fmiling faqe of nature. The 
Count de Lauzun, when impri- 
foned, by Louis XIV., in the caftle 
of Pignerol, amufed himfelf, dur- 
ing a long period of time, with 
catching flies, and delivering them 
to be devoured by a rapacious fpi- 
der. Such an entertainment was 
equally lingular and cruel ; and 
inconfiftent, I believe, with his 
former character, and fubfequent 
turn of mind. But his cell had 
no window ; and received only a 
glimmering bght from an aper- 
ture jn the roof. In lefs unfa- 
vourable circumftances, may we 
not prefume, that inftead of fport- 
ing with mifery, he would have 
releafed the agonizing flies ; and 

* Lord Lyttelton. f Sec Gregory’] 

JU Akenfide. 


bid them enjoy that freedom, of 
which he himfelf was bereaved } 
But the tafte for ntfgtiLbeauty 
is fubfervieht to hig^^pprpofes, 
than thofe which havclleen enu* 
merated ; and the cultivation of it 
not only refines and humanizes, 
but dignifies and exalts the af? 
fe&ions. It elevates them to the 
admiration and love of that Being, 
who is the Author of all that 
is fair, fublime, and good in the 
creation. Scepticifm and irreli- 
gion are hardly compatible with 
the fenfibility of heart f, which 
arifes from a juft and lively reliftt 
of the wifdom, harmony, and or- 
der fubfifting in the world around 
us; and emotions of piety mu ft 
(bring up fpontaneoufly inthebo- 
fom, that is in unifon with all ani- 
mated nature. A&uated by this 
divine infpiration, man finds (i a 
fane in every faered grove J 
and glowing with devout fervour, 
he joins his fong to the universal 
chorus : or mules the praife of 
Almighty, in filence more expref- 
five. Thus they 

M Whom Nature’s works can charm, with 

u God himfelf 

1 Hold converfe j grow familiar, .day by 

“ <fcy» 

“ With his conceptions; a & upon his plan) 
u And form to his, the relifh of their 
fouls^J.” 

Comparative View. J Thomibn. 
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Od e/ot the New Year, 1781. Writtenby William Whitehead 
Efj ; Poet Laureate 

A SK round the world, from age to age. 

Not where alone th’ hiftorian’s page 
Or poet’s fong have juft attention won, 

But even the feebleft voice of fame 
Has learnt to lifp Brittannia’s name, 

A(k of her inborn worth, and deeds of high renown. 

What power from LuGtania broke , 

The haughty Spaniard’s galling yoke? 

• Who bade the Belgian mounds with freedom ring ? 

Who fix’d fo oft, with ftrength fupreme, > 

In balanc’d Europe’s nodding beam, 

And rais’d the Auftrian eagle’s drooping wing ? 

*Twas Britain ! Britain heard the nations groan. 

As jealous of their freedom as her own. 

Where’er her valiant troops fhe led, j 

Check’d, and abatfi’d, and taught to fear, 

Th <3 earth’s proud tyrants (topp’d their mad career ; 

To Britain Gallia bow’d; from Britain Julius fled. 

Why then when round her fair protectrefs’ brow 
The dark clouds gather, and the tcmpefts blow, r 

- With folded arms, at eafe reclin’d, 

Does Europe fit? or, more unkind, 

Why fraudently aid th* infidious plan ? 

The foes of Britain are the foes of man. * 

Alas ! her glory foars too high, , 

Her ipdiant Star of Liberty 
Has bid too long th’ aftonifti’d nations gaze • 

That glory which they once admir’d, 

That glory in their caufe acquir’d, 
f That glory burns too bright, they cannot bear the blaze V 
Then, Britons, by experience wife. 

Court not an envious ora timid friend ; 

Firm in thyfelf undaunted rife. 

On thy own arm, and righteous Heaven depend. 

So, as in great Eliza’s days, 

On felf-fupported pinions borne. 

Again (halt thou look down with fcorn 
On an oppofing world, and all its wily ways : 

M ^ Grown 


Digitized by Google 



168 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1781 . 

Grown greater from diftrefs, 

And eager ftill to blefs, 

A9 truly generous as thou’rt truly brave. 

Again (hall crufli the proud, again the conquest lave. 

Ode/ot the King’s Birth-Day, June 4, 1781.. ByW. Whi+e- 
head, Ef% ; Poet Laurcat , 

S TILL does the rage ef war prevail ! 

Still thirds for blood th* inlatiate fpear ! 

Waft not, ye winds, th’ invidious tale, 

Nor let th’ untutor’d nations hear 
That paffion baffles reafon’s boafted reign. 

And half the peopled world is civilis’d in vain* 

What are morals, what are laws, 

„ What religion’s facred name ? 

Nor morals foften, nor religion awes 5 
Pure though the precepts flow, the actions are the- fame. 

Revenge, and pride, and deadly hate, 

And avarice, tainting deep the mind. 

With all the fury -fiends that wait. 

As torturing plagues on. human kind. 

When fliown in their own native light, 

• In truth’s clear mirror, heavenly brightj 
Like real monflers rife ; 

But, let illufion’s powerful wand 
Transform, arrange the hideous band. 

They cheat us in difguife ; . 

We drefs their horrid forms in borfow’d rays. 

Then call them glory, and purfue the blaze. 

O blind to Nature’s focial plan. 

And Heaven’s indulgent end ! 

Her kinder laws knit man tcf mail 
As*brother and as friend. 

Nature, intent alone to blefs. 

Bids ftrife and difcord ceafe ; 

41 Her ways are ways of pleafantnefs, 
a And all her paths are peace.” 

Even this aufpicious day would wear 
A brighter face of joy fcrene, 

And not one rdffling gale of care 
Difiurb the halcyon fcene; 

On lighter wings would Zephyr move. 

The Sun with added luflre fhine; 

Did Peace, defcending from above. 

Here fix her earthly ihrine : 
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to the Monarch’s fpndeft prayer 
A juft attention yield, 

And let him change the fword of ^ar 
For her protecting ftiiekL 

Extrafi from “ The Triun^s og Temps*,” a Pointy 
Mr Hatmy. 

S C ARCE had her radiant eyes * began to clofe, 

Wnen to her-vievy a friendly vifion rofe ; 

A ta»ry Phantom ftruck her mental fight. 

Light as the goftamer, as aether bright ; 

Array’d like Fallas was the pigmy form. 

When the fage Qoddefs ftills the martial ftoron 
Her cafque was amber, richly grac’d above 
With down, cohered from the callow dove : 

Her burnifh’d breait-plate, of* a deeper dye, 

W^s once the armour of a j^>lden fly : 

A lynx’s eye her little aegis (hone. 

By fairy fpells converted into ftone, 

And worn of old, as elfin ppets fing, * ' 

* By Egypt’s -lovely queen ; a favourite ring! 

Myfterious power was in the magic toy, 

To turn the frowns of care to fmiles of joy. 

Her tiny lance, whofe radiance ftream’d afar. 

Was one bright fparkle from the bridal ftar. 

A filmy mantle round heriigure play’d, 

Fine v as the texture, by Arachne laid 
O’er fome young plant, wnen glittering to the view 
With many an orient pearl of morning dew. 

Trie Phantom hover’d o’er the confcious Fair 
With fuch a lively fmile of tender care. 

As on her elfin lord Titania caft. 

When firft fhe found his angry fpell was paft. 

Round her rich locks Serena chanc’d to tie. 

An ample ribband of cerulean dye : 

High o’er her forehead rofe the graceful bow, 

Whofe arch commanded the fweet feene below : 

The hovering Spirit view’d the tempting fpot, 

And lightly perch’d on this unbending knot; 

As the fair flutterer, of Pfyche’s race, 

Is feen to terminate her airy chace, 

When, pleas’d at length her quivering wings to clofe, 

Fondly lfye fettles on the fragrant rofe. 

Now in foft notes,, more mufically clear 
Than ever Fairy breath’d in mortal ear, 

Thefe words the vifionary voice convey’d 
To the charm'd fpirit of the (leeping maid : 

• Serena**. * 

“Thou 
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44 Thou darling of my care, whofe ripenM worth 
Shall fpread my empire o'er the fmiling earth ; 

Whom Nature bled, forbidding modifh Art . _ - 

To cramp thy fpirit, or contract thy heart ^ 

Screen’d from thy thought, nor in thy vifions felt^v^ 

Xong on thy opening mind I’ve fondly dwelt ; 

In childhood’s forrows brought thee quick relief, 

And dry’d thy April (howers of infant grief ; 

Taught thee to laugh at the malicious boy, 

Who broke thy playthings with a barbarous joy, 

To bear what ills the little Female haunt. 

The tefty nurfe, the imperious governante, 

And that tyrannic peft, the prying maiden aunt. 

Now ripening years a nobler lcene fupply; 

For life now opens on thy fparkling eye : 

Thy riling bofom fwells with juft defire, 

Rapture to feel, and rapture to infpire : 

Not the vain blifs, the tranfitory joys, 

That childifli woman feels in radiant toys ; 

The codly diamond, or the lighter pearl. 

The maflive Nabob, or the tinfel Earl. 

Thy heart demands each meanner aim above, 

Th* imperifhable wealth ,of derling love; 

Thy wifh, to pleafe by ev’ry fofter grace 
Of elegance and eafe, of form and race ! 

By lively fancy and by fenfe refin’d, 

The flronger magic of the cultur’d mind ! 

Thy pure ambition, and thy virtuous plan. 

To fix the variable heart of man ! 

Short is the worfhip paid at Beauty’s fhrine ; 

But lading love and happinefs are mine : 

Mine, tho* the earth’s miftaken, blinded race, 

Defpife my influence and my name debafe ; 

Nor breathe one vow to that aetherial friend. 

On whom the colours of their life depend. 

But to thy innocence I’ll now difplay 
The myfiic marvels of my fecret (way ; 

And tell, in this thy fate-deciding hour. 

My race, my name, my office, and my power; 

rird, hear, what wonders human forms contain % 

And learn the texture of the female brain ! 

By Nature’s care in curious order fpread, 

This living net is fram’d of tender thread; 

Fine, as thy hand, fome favour’d youth to grace. 

Knits with nice art to form the mimic lace. 

Within the center of this fretted dome. 

Her fecret tower, her heaven-condru&ed home. 

Soft Senfibility, fweet Beauty’s foul ! , 

Keeps her coy date, and animates the whole, 

InvifiUe 
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Invifible as Harmony who (brings, 

Wak’d by young Zephyr, from ALolian firings: 

Her fubtle power more delicately fine. 

Dwells in each thread, and livesin every line, 

Whofe quick vibrations, without end, impart 
Pleafure and pain to the refponfive heart. 

As Zephyr’s breath the willing chord infpirfes, 

Whifpering foft mufic to the trembling wires. 

So with fond care I regulate, unfeen. 

The fofter movements of this nice machine ! 

Temper my earthly name, the nurfe of love! 

But called Sophrosyne in realms above! 

When lovely woman, perfect at her birth, 

Bled with her early charms the wond’ring earth, 

Her foul, in fweet fimplicity array’d, 

Nor (har’d my guidance, nor requir’d my aid. 

Her tender frame, nor confident nor coy, 

Had every fibre tun’d to gentle joy : 

No vain caprices fwell’d her pouting lip! 

No gold produc’d a mercenary trip; 

Soft innocence infpir’d her willing kifs, 

Her love was nature, and her life was blifs. 

Guide of his reafon, not his paflion’s prey. 

She tam’d the favage, man, who blefs’d her fway# 

No jarring wilhes fill’d the world, with woes, 

But youth was ecftacy, and age repofe.” 

Pescription of the Sphere ^Sensibility; from the fame Pom* 

4< XT TELL may ’ft thou bend o’er this congenial fphere; 

44 VV F° r Senfibility is fovereign here. 

44 Thou feeft her train of fprightly damfels fport, 

44 Where the foft Spirit holds her rural court : 

44 But fix thine eye attentive to the plain, 

44 And mark the varying wonders of her reign.” 

As thus (he fpoke, (lie pois’d her airy feat 
High o’er a plain exhaling every fweet ; 

For round its precinfts all the flowers that bloom 
Fill’d the delicious air with rich perfume ; 

And ia the midft a verdant throne appear'd. 

In fimpleft form by graceful Fancy rear’d, 

And deck’d with Power’s; notfuch whole flaunting dyes 
Strike with the ftrongeft tint our dazzled eyes ; 

But thofe wild herbs that tendered fibres bear, 

And (bun th* approaches of a damper air. 

Here ftood the lovely Ruler of the fcene. 

And Beauty, more than Pomp, announc’d the Queen. 

The bending fnow-drop, and the briar-rofe, 
he Ample circle of her .crown compoft ; 

Rofee 
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Rofes of every hue her robe adorn, - , 

Except th’ infipid rofe without a thorn. 

Thro’ her thin veil her heighten’d beauties il?ine{ 

For earthly gauze was never half fo fine. 

Of that enchanting age her figure feems, 

When fmiling Nature with the vital beams 
Of vivid Youth, and Pleafure’s purple flame. 

Gilds her accomplifh’d work,* the female frame. 

With rich luxuriance tender, fweetly wild. 

And juft between the womdn and the child. 

Hef fair left arm around a yafe fhe flings^ 

From which the' tender plant Mimofa fprings: 

Towards its leaves, o’er which (lie fondly bends, 

The youthful Fair her vacant; hand extends 
With gentle motion, anxious to Purvey 
4 How far the feeling fibres own her fway : 

The leaves, as confcious of their Queen's command, 
Succeflive fall at her approaching hand ; 

While her foft breaft with pity feems to pant, 

And flirinks at every ftmnking of the plan#. 

Around their Sovereign, on the verdant ground, 

Sweet airy foyjhs in myftic meafures bound. 

The mighty mafter of the revel, Love, * 

In notes more Toothing than his mother’s dQve, 

Prompts th$ foft ftrain that melting virgins fing, 
Orfportive trips around the frolic ring,- * 

Coupling with radiant wreaths of lambent fire, 

Fair fluttering Hope and rapturous Pefire. 

Unnumber’d damfels different charms difplay, 
Penfive\vith blifs, or in their pleafures gay ; * 

And the wide profped yields one touching fi^ht 
Of tender, yet diverfified, delight. 

But, the bright triumphs of their joy to fcheck. 

In the clear air there hangs a dufky fpeck ; 

It fwells — it fpreads— and rapid, as it grows. 

O’er the gay icene a chilling ftjadow throws. 

The foft Serena, who beheld its flight, 

Sufpe£fcs no evil from a cloud fo light ; 

For harmlefs round her the thin vapours wreath. 

Not hiding from her view the fee ne beneath ; 

But ah ! too foon, with Pity’s tepder pain. 

She faw its dire effect o’er all the plain: 

Sudden from thence the founds or Anguifh flow. 

And Joy’s fweet carols end ih flirieks of woe Y ‘ 

The wither’d flowers are fall’n, that bloom’d fo fair, 

And poifon all the peftilentiai air# 

From the rent earth dark demon# force their way, 

And make the fportive revellers their prey. 

Here 
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Here gloomy Terror, with a fhadowy rope, 

Seems, like a Turkifh Mute, to flrangle Hope ; 

There jealous Fury drowns in blood the fire 
That fparkled in the eye of young Defire j 
And lifelefs Love lets mercilefs Defpair 
From his crufh’d frame his bleedirfg pinions tear. 

But pangs more cruel, more intenfely keen, 

WoUnd and difttaft their fympathetic Queen ; 

With fruitlefs tears fhe o’er their mifery bends; 

From heriweet brow the thorny rofe fhe rends. 

And, bow’d by Griefs infufferable weight. 

Frantic fhe curfes her immottal ftate ; 

The foft Serena, as this curfe fhe hears, 

Feels her bright 'eye fuffus’d with kindred f tears ; 

And her kina breafl, where quick compaffion fwelPd f 
Shar’d in each bitter fuffering flie beheld. 

The guardian Power fervey’d her lovely grief, 

And fpoke in gentle terms of mild relief; 

44 For this foft tribe thy heavieft fear difmifs, 

44 And know their pains are tranfient as their blifs : 

44 Rapture and Agony, in Nature’s loom, 

44 Have form'd the changing tiflue of their doom : 

‘SBoth interwoven with fo nice an aft, 

44 No power can tear the twilled threads apart: • 

44 Yet happier thefe, to Nature’s heart more dear, 

44 Than the dull offspring in the torpid fphere, 

44 Where her warm wifhes, and affections kind. 

44 Lofe their bright current in the flagnanf mind. 

“ Here grief and joy fo fuddenly unite, 

44 That anguifh ferves to fublimate delight.” 

She fpoke $ and, e’er Serena could reply, 

The vapour vanifh’d from the lucid fky ; 

The Nymphs revive, the fhadowy Fiends are fled. 

The new-born flowers a richer fragrance filed ; 

The gentle rujer of the changeful land, 

Smiling, refum’d her fymbol of command ; 

Replac’d the rofes of her regal wreath. 

Still trembling at the thorns that lurk beneath : 

-But, to her wounded fubjects quick to pay 
The tender duties of imperial fway, 

Their wants fhe fuccour’d, they her wifli obey’d. 

And all recover’d by alternate aid ; 

While on the lovely Queen’s enchanting face, 

Departed Sorrow’s Tfaint and fainter trace, » 

Gave to each touching charm a more attractive grace. 

Now, laughing. Sport, from the enlighten’d plain. 

Clear’d with quick foot the vefliges of Pain ; 

The gay feene grows more beautifully bright, i 
Than when it firft allur’d Serena’s fight. 

Extracts 
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Extra&s from the Library, a Poem . 

N EAR thefe, and where the fetting fun difplays 
Through the dim window his departing rays, 
And gilds yon columns, there on either fide 
The huge abridgements of the law abide ; 

Fruitful as vice the dread correctors (land. 

And fpread their guardian terrors round the land ; 

Yet, as the bed that human care can do. 

Is mixt with error, oft with evil.too; 

Skill’d in deceit and practis’d to’ evade, 

Knave& (land fecure for whom thefelaws were made. 
And Juftice vainly each expedient tries. 

While Art eludes it, or while Power defies. 

Ah ! happy age, the youthful Poet cries, 

Ere laws arofe, ere tyrants bade them rife ; 

When all were bled to (hare a common (lore, 

And none were proud of wealth, for none were poor ; 
No wars, no tumults vex’d each dill domain. 

No third of empire, no defire of gain; 

No proud great* man, nor one who would be great, 
Drove moded Merit from its proper date ; 

Noif into didant climes would Avarice roam. 

To fetch delights for luxury at home ; 

Bound by no ties but thofe by nature made. 

Virtue was law, and gifts prevented trade. 

Midaken youth ! e^ch nation fird was rude^ 

Each man a chearlefs fon of folitude, 

To whom no joys of focial life were known, 

Nor felt a care that was not all his own; 

Or in fome languid clime his abjeCt foul 
Bow’d to a little tyrant’s dern controul ; 

A (lave, with Haves his monarch’s throne he rais’d. 

And in rude fong his ruder idol prais’d ; 

The meaner cares of lifii were all he knew. 

Bounded his pleafures, .and his wilhes few : 

But when by dow degrees the Arts. arofe, * 

Taught by lome conquering friends, who came as foes; 
When Commerce, riling from the bed of eafe. 

Ran round the land, and pointed to the feas ; 

When Emulation, born with jealous eye. 

And Avarice, lent their fpurs to Indudry ; 

Then one by one the numerous laws were made, 

Thofe to controul, and thefe to fuccpur trade ; , 

To curb the infolence of rude command, • 

To fnatch the vi&im from the Ufurer’s hand. 
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To awe the bold, to yield the wrong’d redrefs, . 

And feed the poor with Luxury’s excefs. 

Like fome vaft flood, unbounded, fierce, and ftrong, 

His nature leads ungovern’d man along ; 

Like mighty bulwarks made to Hem that tide. 

The laws are form’d, and plac’d on every fide; 

Whene’er it breaks the bounds by thefe decreed, 

New ftatutes rife, and ftronger laws fucceed ; 

More and more gentle grows the dying dream, 

More and more ftrong the rifing bulwarks feem ; 

Till, like a miner working fure and flow, 

Luxury creeps on, and ruins all below ; 

The bafis finks, the ample piles decay. 

The (lately fabric (hakes and falls away ; 

Primaeval Want and Ignorance come on, . 

But Freedom, that exalts the favage (late, is gone* 


Lo ! where of late the Book of Martyrs flood, 

Old pious trails, and Bibles bound in wood; 

There, fuch the tafte of our degenerate age, 

Stand the prophane delufions of the ftage ; 

Yet Virtue owns the tragic mufe a friend. 

Fable her means, morality her end ; 

For this (he rules all pafiions in their turns. 

And now the bofom bleeds, and now^it burns; 

Pity with weeping eye furveys her bowl. 

Her anger fwells, her terror chills the foul; 

She makes the vile to virtue yield applaufe. 

And own her fceptre while they break her laws: 

For vice in others is abhorr’d of all, 

And villains glory in a villain’s fall. 

Not thus her filler Comedy prevails, 

Who (hoots at folly, for her arrow fails ; 

Folly,' by Dullnefs arm’d, receives no wound. 

But harmlefs fees the feather’d (hafts rebound . 

Unhurt (he (lands, applauds the archer’s (kill. 

Laughs at her malice, and is Folly dill. 

Yet well (he paints, in her defcriptive fcenes, 

What Pride will (loop to, what Profeflion means; 

How formal fools the farce of State applaud. 

How Caution watches at the lips of Fraud : 

The wordy variance of domeftic life. 

The tyrant Hulband, the retorting Wife ; 

The (nares for Innocence, the lye of Trade, 

And the fmooth tongue’s habitual mafquerade* 

With her the Virtues too obtain a place, 

Each gentle paflion, each becoming grace; 

The 
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The focral joy in life’s fecuter ibid, 
v Its eafy pleafute, its fubfte’ntial gfcdd ; 

The happy thought tHat'cohfcidus'Vlmfe^giVtel: 

And all that ought to live, add all that ll^ea. 

But who *fe thefe — Wiethirtks.'a htfble mein, * 
And atoful grandeur ih their'fotiii are feed-- 
Now in di/graee l What though negleft has tticd . 
Polluting duft on every reverend head; 

What though berteath yon "glided* fribe*th£y Ife, 

And dull obfervers pals InfulringTay ; 

Forbid it (h&me, fojrbid it decent dwe, 

What feems fo grav'e fhould no attention J dP4ws 
Come let us then with i^verendftep advance. 

And greet — the artdent worthies of Rbtrtatf Ce. 

Hence, ye prophane ! I feel a'fCPnYer ‘dread, 

A thoUfand vifions flo&t arou'ridmy head ; 

Hark ! hollow blafts through empty courts refound. 
And fliadowy forms with (taring eyes ftalk round* 
See! moats and bridges, Walls and* cittles* rife, 

Ghofts, fairies, daemons, dante befote OUr C^CS ; 

Lo ! magic vCrfe infcrib’d on golden gate. 

And bloody hand that beckons On to fate : 

“ And who art thou, thou little page, n A fofd > 

Say doth thy Lord my ClaHbel Wfrh-hOfd ? 

' 9€ Go tjll him ftraight. Sir Knight, thob mdft Y£fi$a 

c< Thy captive Queen — for Claiibel is mine.** 

Away he flies : and now for bloody deeds. 

Black fuits of armour, m&fks, and foaming fteed$ : 
The Giant falls — his recreant fhrOatT feize. 

And from his - Corflet take the riWfly’ keys ; 

Dukes, Lords, and Knights, in long 'proc£ffi6n move. 
Releas’d from bondage with my Virgin love ; — 

She comes, {be comes in all the charms of youth, 
UneqtralPd love and unfnfpefted truth ! 

Ah ! happy he Who thus' in magic themes, 

O’er worlds bewitch’d, in Carlv rapture dreams, 
Where wild Enchantment tt &ves her potent wand, 
And Fancy’s beauties fill her fairy land 5 
Where doubtful objects ‘ftradgtf defires excite. 

And f£ar and Ignorance afford delight. 

But lrfft, for ever loft, to ifie thefe joys. 

Which Reafon fcatters, ahd which Time deftroys; 
Too dearly bought, rhafurer judgment calls 
My bufied'mmd from tales and madrigals ; 

My doilghty Giants all are (lain or fled, . 

And att iny Knights, blue, green, arid yellow, dead; 
No more the midnight Fairy tribe I view . 

All in themerry mOonfhmC tipling dOw 1 
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fev’n the laft- lingering fiction of the brain, 

The churcb-yacdGhoft, is now at reft again; 

And all thefe wayward wanderings of my youth, 
fly Reafon's power, and (huh the light of Truth. 

* With FiXion th*p does real joy refide, 

And is our re*>fon the delufive guide ? 

Is \\ thfcn right to dream the Syrens fing? 

Or mount enraptur’d on the Dragon’s wing? 
fra, ’tis the infant mind, to care unknown. 

That makes th’ imagin’d paradife its own; 

Soon as reflexions irv the bofom rife, 

Light flurubers vanifli from the clouded eyes; 

Thfe tear grid fmile, that once together rofe, 

Are tnen divorc’d ; the head and heart are foes; 

Enchantment bows to Wifdom’s fei ious plan, 

And pain and prudence make and mar the man. 

Extra# from SYMPATHY, * Pom . By Mr , PraTT. 

O NCE, and not far from where thqfe feats are feen, 

. Juft where yon white huts peep the cOpfe between* 

A damfel lauguift’d, ail her kin were gone, 

For God who lent, refqm’d them one by one; 

Difeafe and penury* in cruel ftrife, « 

? *d I'avilh’d all the decent means of life, . 

’en the mark’d crown, her lover’s gift, (he gave. 

In filial duty for a-father’s grave, 

Thar fo the honour’d clay which caus’d her birth 
Might (lumber peaceful in the facred earth, 

Chim’d to its graft-green home with pious peal, 

Whjle hallow’d dirges hymn the laft farewell; 

At length thefe piercing woes her fenfe invade, 

And lone and long the haplefs wanderer 1 ft ray’d, 

O’er the bleak heath, around th’ unmeafur’d wood* 

Up the huge precipice, or near the flood; 

She mounts the rock at midnight’s aweful hour. 

Enjoys the gloom, and idly mocks the (liower; 

Now fcorns her fate, then patient bends the knee* 

And courts each pitying ftar to fet her free, 

Then darting wilder* thinks thofe ftars her foes. 

Smites. her fad bread, and laughs amidft her woes; 

Oft would (lie chace the bee, or braid the graft* 

Or crop the hedge flower, or diforder’d pal’s; 

Elfe, reftieft loiter in the pathlefs mead, 

Sing to the birds at rooft, the lambs at feed; 

Or if a neft (lie foil mH he brakes among, 

No hand of .her’s deftroy’d the psomis’d youog; 

Vot. XXIV. N And 
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And when kind nature brought the balmy deep. 

Too foon (he woke to wander and to weep; 

Acrofs her bread the tangled trelfcs flew, 

And frenzied dances all around (he threw ; 

Th’ unfettled foul thofe frenzied dances fpcak. 

And tears of terror hurry down her cheek ; , 

Yet dill that eye was bright, that cheek was fair. 

Though pale the rofe, the lily bloflbmM there. 

A wandering Twain the beauteous Maniac found. 

Her woes wud warbling to the rocks around ; 

J A river roll’d befide, aghad (he ran, 

Her rain fears dartiing at the fight of man; 

And, fare me, God ! my father’s ghod! (he cry’d, 

Then headlong plung'd into the flafhing tide. 

The youth purfoes— but wild the waters rofe, 

And o’er their heads in circling furges clod, 

Not Heav’n-born Sympathy itfelf could fave; 

Both, both alas! were whelm’d beneath the wave. 

# And lives the man, who fenfelefs could have flood 
To fee the vi&im buffet with the flood ? 

, Whofe coward cheek no tinge of honour feels. 

Fhifh’d with no pride at what the Mufe reveals ? 

If fuch a man, if fuch a Wretch there be. 

Thanks to this aching heart, I am not he. 

Hail, lovely griefs, in tender mercy giv’n, 

And hail, ye tears, like drew-drops frefh from heav’n; 

Hail, balniy breath of unaftfc&ed flghs. 

More fweet than airs that breathe from eadern (kies ; 

Hail, faered fouree of fympathies divine. 

Each focial pulfe, each focial fibre thine; 

Hail, fymbols of the God, to whom we owe 
. The nerves that vibrate, and the hearts that glow; 

Love’s tender tumult, Frienddiip’s holy fires. 

And all which beauty, all which worth infpires. 

The joy that lights the hope-illumin’d eye, 

The blifs fupreme that melts in Pity’s (igh. 

Affection’s bloom quick rufhing to the race, 

The choice acknowledg’d, and the warm embrace: 

Oh power of powers, whofe magit thus can draw, 

Earth, air, and ocean, by one central law; 

J oin bird to bird, to infeCt infeCl link, 

Tom thofe which grovel up to thofe which think; 

Oh, ever bled ! whofe bounties opening wide 
Fill the vad globe, for mortals to divide, 

Thy heav’nly favours drctch from pole to pok, 

Encircle earth, and rivet foul to foul ! 

Ceafe then to wonder thefe lov’d feenes impart 
No more the ufual tranfport to my heart; 

Tho’ 
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Tho* modeft Twilight vifit Eve again. 

At whofe foft fummons homeward fteps the fwain ; 

Thqugh from the breath of oxen in the vale, 

I catch the fpirit of the balmy gale, 

And from the brakes the anfwering thrufhefc (fog, 

While the grey owl fails by on folemn wing; 

Nor wonder, if when morning blooms again, 

In difcontent I quit the flowery plain. 

. Thus the poor mariner, his traffic o’er, 

Crouds ev’ry fail to reach his native ftiOre, ^ * 

With fmiles he marks the penhons ft ream t6 port, 

And climbs the top-maft maft to eye the fort; 

Dim through die mHfc the diftant land appears, 

And far he (lopes to hail it with his tears; 

From foreign regions, foreign faces, come, 

Anxious he feeks his>much-lor’d friends at hotae^ 

Warm, and more warm, the foetal paffion glows, .. 

As near and nearer to the place he goes ; 

Quick beats his heart as preifing on he fees 
His own fair cottage canopy’d with trees ; 

For there, in blefted health, he hopes to find 
His wife and cradled infant left behind ; 

Panting, he plucks the latch that guards the door. 

But finds his wife, his cradled babe, no more! 

Like fome fad ghoft he wanders o’er the green. 

Droops on the bloftom’d wafte, and loaths the feene. 

ExtraR from an EPISTLE to a Toting Gentleman , on bis having addi&ed 
bimfelf to the Study of Poetry . By William P Alston, E/f, from 
the Gentlemans Magazine fir Sept . 1781 .' 

A ND would’ft thou then in talks of verfe engage? 

Throbs thy young bo fora with poetic rage ? 

Oh, truft tip experienc’d 5 trull me, deareft boy, ♦ 

The walks of Pmdus feldom lead to joy. 

In thofe green paths, while yet *tis morning, play; 

Cull the wild flowers that rife along the way; 

In chafing butterflies conliime thy prime. 

Adorn thy temples with the ihoots of rhyme : „ 

Awhile thou may’ll, if thus thy fancy leads; 

But range not long in thole enchanted meads. 

. To grave purfuits and fcrious talks retire. 

Ere manhood rifes to meridian fire ; 

Left thou ftiould’ft fee (the noon in trifling paft) 

Thy fun defeend in poverty at laft. 

Yet Wifdom’S voice, thy foul did wifdom fway, 

Would infant turn thy (elf-deluding way ; 

Not one Ihort moment given to youthful heat, 

- One paufe of dalliance, in the Mufca’ feat : 

N a Within . 
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Within their bowers a thou l a nd demons bide, 

A thoufand (hakes within their flow ’rets hide. - 
A phftic God informs the. Poet’s mind, * * 

He makes the beauteous which he does not find, 
Difplays th* ideal paradife around, 

And fmiles the barren heath to fairy ground; ; 

His Midas* hands ennobled objefts hold, 

And feel and touch the meaneft drofs to gold; 

Ah fatal gift, wliat comfort can ft thou bring ? 

Lefs to the Bard than to the Lydian king. 

Attendant Fancy* from the wilds of air, 

Convokes the finding* families of Fair, 

The beauteops elves that o’er creation rove, 
Delightful children of almighty Love: 4 

Prompt, at her call, the bright ideas throng, 

And rufh profufely through the bloomy fong. 

At fancy’s fide, ttare young ey’d Paflions ftand. 

Sweet bluftiing boys, in form, a cherub band; - 
The foul expands, to lodge the fmiiing train. 

Ah, little fearful of the future pain ! 

Beneath his wings each veils a barbed dart, 

Till deep it quivers in the bleeding heart, 

N Then marks, with cruel pride, his guilty (kill. 

And flutters round, in wantonnefs 6f ill. 



Still thou would’ft write, — To tame thy youthful fire, 
V Recall to life the martyrs of the lyre. 

Lo, every* ferethe dines of forrow bears, * > 

And every wreath is wet with dropping tears f r 
Such deadly damps the verdant mead bedew, 

It feems* funereal as the Stygian yew. 

• A(k of the train, and they perhaps may tell,- , , 

Around the hard what. rifing comforts dwell* * 

What ifles of .blifs he finds in forrow’s deep,* 

What gpldeiKtfifiansrhear his! fatal deep. 

There Ohrid mourns, alongihe Pontic plain, 

The lucklefs paflion, /and thV unguarded train; 

How frail rand brief imperial friendftiips prove. 

What giddy perils wait imperial love. . . . 

Once, the:proud,th'mg thatmet'a./ulia’s fires. 

Once the gay tutor of a young d* tires;. 

Now faint and woipanith, xo tears refign’d. 

The feebte mivhhers fpeak th’ enervate mind. 

His Julia’s portrait all at random caft, . , \ 

His Art ofrLoV^js t orb/ and fcatter’d o’er the wafte,* 
There honoft Juvenal, whofe manly page 
Scourg’d the rabk vices of a ihameleft age ; 


Digitized by 


Google 



181 


P O E T R Y. 

Swoln with the forfeit of luxurious wealth. 

Proud Rome imbib'd the bitter draught of health; 

And whnt his portion ?— read th’ indignant (train: 

M The lot of virtue * is appJaufe and pain 
“ Ah, vain applaufe ! the pain thou can’ft not cure; 

“ Th* applaufe is tranfient, but the pains endure," 

And he+ who fitted to the deep-ton’d lyre 
Polluted Thebes, th' inceftuous fon and fire. 

The father’s curfe the brother's deathlefs hate, 

'Th* eternal fiends that Cadmus' line await. — 

Muft the proud Mufe, in regal crimfon dy'd, 

Crouch at a manager's infulting pride? 

When Paris' % nod profcrib d the lofty fong. 

Vain were the fceptred pall, and vain the bufirin’d throng. 
Oh fplended impotence of barren ptaife 1 
No golden apples crown the ftarving bavs§ k 
And hark, Laberius |j, from the guilty ftage,, 

Mourns the fad remnant of difhonour'd age. 

When Caefar’s cruelty, with bafe controul. 

Would rend the feelings of a generous foul; 

Imperial fpite devis'd the wounded talk. 

The knight degraded in the jefter's maflf; 

But fhame recoiling mock'd th' infernal aim, 

Flpw from the bard, and fmote the tyrant's name. 

Ambition bade young Petrarch’s eyes explore^ 

The deep recefiea of the legal (lore ; 

Religion woo’d him to the hallow'd toil 
Of facred volumes by the midnight oil; 

From lurid cells he drew, with pious hand, 

The precious reliques of the clalfic band. 

£ Probitas laudatur & alget. f Statius. J Paris, a famous 
§ Curntur ad vocem jucundam, & carmen arnica 
Theba latam fecit cum Matius urbem, 

P.omififque diem, tantil dulcedine captos v . 

Afficit ille animos, tant&que libicline vulgi 
Auditor j fed cum fjregit fubfellia verfq, . 

Rfurir, iqta£tam Parjdi nifi yendat Agavtn. Juvenal. 

Jj Julius Caefar, by a mod odious refinement m ^ruclty, defiring to outrage 
the feelings of an ingenuous mind, competed Laberius, a Roman knight, and 
a poet of fome eminence, to perform a pa. t in a farce on the public ftage.— 
His fpirited and pathetic lamentation on that occafiou is ftill extant, and muft 
equally excite our efteem and companion for the poet, and our deteftation 
and contempt for the tyrant. 

Petrarch was defigned for rho ftudy of the law by his father, and applied 
himfelf, for a while, with great application to that profetfion. He afterwards 
wCnt Into the church, and was in great favour at the Pope’s court. It is not 
generally known, that he was one of tne great reftorers of ancient literature, 
and made a very large collection of manuscripts of the clamcs. 

N 3 Beneath 
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Beneath a heap of Gothic rubbiQi hiufl’d. 

And minted fragments of a wafted world 
(When, like an earthquake, the barbarians’ hate 
Broke the coloflus of the Roman ftate)> 

For ages funk, the Mufe of Tiber lay. 

But Petrarch’s hand reveal’d her to the day. 

Unworthy paflion came, with bafe cootrpul, 

And ihruna the finews of the mighty foul ; 

It curs’d his life, it dwindled all his fame. 

It funk the fcholar’s in the lover’s name. 

W hat art {hall footh, what counfei ihall controul, 

Th’ eternal ftorm of TalTo’s madding foul ? 

He ihone, unpvall’d for the iword and pen, 

And curs’d he ihone, beyond the \ot of men. 

Love, fear, refentment, jealoufy, difdain, 

In wild fucceifion goad the tortur’d brain. 

Might heavenly harpings footh th’ infernal band. 

Nor borrow’d lyre he needs, nor David’s hand— 

Such ftrains are thine : — perturbed noble mind, 

Where {halt thou reft?— or where a harbour find ? 

Thy days in exile or in prifon paft, 

In madnefs mull thou feek repofe at laft. 

Sec the bold Mufe exulting Tagus bore, 

A wretched exile on a diftant iliore. 

Hark, the fwart eaft unwonted ftrains {ball boa ft, 

And chords angelic footh the burning coaft. 

From pain to pain thy wand’riag fteps were led. 

And {hames and forrows crowded on thy ,head ; 

Wounds, want, and chains, thy foul by turns efiay. 

And, worft and laft, a petty tyrant’s fway: 

Such was thy lot, Camoens ; and fortune’s hate 
Had mark’d thy numbers for a filent fate; 

But thy ftrong hand her envious rage defy’d, 

And fnatch’d thy glory from the oblivious ti<&; 

High o’er his head th' immortal tome he bore, 

And ftem'd the faucy main, and proudly gain’d the ihore. 
Illuftrious poet, what returns of praife, 

What beams of comfort chear thy clofing days ? 

Ah hofpital receives th’ indignant bard. 

And beggars’ alms the facred fong reward. 

Alas, how little can the vulgar eyes 
Revere the poet, through the mean difguife 
Of abject want, and own th* asthenia! flame! 

And hail the nurfeling of eternal fame! 

Thus, at fome mafqut, unhonour’d and unknown, 

A prince is {hrouded in the palmer’s gown. 
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TT THAT conftitutes a date? 

VV Not high-rais’d battlement of labour’d mound. 
Thick wall or moated gate; 

Not cities proud with fpires and turrets crown’d ; 

Not bays and broad-arm ’d ports. 

Where, laughing at the dorm, rich navies ride; 

Not ftarr’d and fpangled courts, 

Where low- brow’d bafenefe wafts perfume to pride* 

No Men, high-minded Min, 

With pow’rs as far above dull brutes endued 
In foreft, brake, or den. 

As beads excel cold, rocks and brambles rude; 

Men, who their duties know, 

But know their rights, and knowing dare maintain, - 
Prevent the long-aim’d blow, 

And crulb the tyrant while they rend the chain : 

Tbtfe conditute a date. 

And fov’reigo Law, that ftatfs cdleBcd ow/J, 

O’er thrones and globes elate 
Sits Emprefs, crowning good, reprefling ill ; 

Smit by her facred frown 
The fiend Difcretm like a vapour fink$ f/ 

And e’en th* all-dazzling Cronqn 
Hides his faint rays, and at her bidding (brinks* • 

Such was this heay’n-loy’d ilk, 

Than Leffios fairer and the. Cretan (bore; ! 

Nq more (hall Freedom (mile? 

Shall Britons languid!, and be Mbk no more ? 

Since all m?ft life refigp, * r . 

Thofe fweet rewards, which decorate, thn^fllTC* 

’Tis folly ,.tp decline, , 

And deal inglorious to the fikntj 


Abergavenny, 
March 31, 1781. 
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H O N O R I A, or the Day of All Sot? L*s, a Poanu 
By Mr. Je&nivgham. 

* > 

The Scene of the following little Poem is Juppofed to be in the great Church 
of St. Ambrofe at Mi fair the fecond of 'November, on which Day the, 
mofi foleptn Ojfice is peifm med for the Repofe of the Dead . 

Y E hallow'd bells, whofe voices thro* the aic 
The awful fummpns of affliction bear : 

Ye flowlv-waving banners of the dead, 
that o’er yon altar your dark hoi rors fpread : 

Ye curtain’d lamps whofe mitigated ray 
Cafts round the fane a pale reluctant day : 

Ye walls, ye fhrines, by melancholy dreft, 

Well do ye fuit the fafhion of my breaft ! 

Have I not loft what language cairit unfold. 

The form of valour caft in Beauty's mould I 
Th’ intrepid youth the path of battle tried, 

And foremoft in the hour of peril died. 

Nor was I prefent to bewail his fate, 

With pity’s lenient voice to foothe his ftate. 

To watch his looks, to read while Death flood by t 
The laft expreflion of his parting eye. 

But other duties, other cares impend. 

Cares' that beyond the mournful grave extend : 

Now, now 1 view conven’d the pious train, 

Whofe bdfom forrows at another's paiin, 

While recollection pleafingly fevere' ' 

Wakes fori the awful dead the filent tear. 

And piCfures (as to each her fway extends) 

The facred forms of lovers, parents, friends. 

Now Charity a fiery Teraph ftands * 

Befide yon altar with uplifted hands. 

Yet, qra this high folertmity of grief 
Yield to the'ybqtft 1 lovfe thfe' wifli’d rtflief? 

, Thefe rites of death— Ah ! what can they avail ? 

Honorius died beyond thfe hallow’d pale: 

Plung’d in the gulph of fear— Kftftreisful ftate ! 

My afmous timid darpd dot enquire hiA fate. 

Yet why defpond ? cou’d’one flight error roll 
A flood of poifon o’er the healthful foul ? • * 

Had not thy virtues full fufficing pow’r 
• To clear thee in the dread recording hour? 

Did they before the judge abafh’d remain ? 
they, weak advocate all plead in vain ? 
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POETRY, 

By love, by piety by reafon taught, 

yiy foul revolts a: the blafpheming thought: 

Sure in the bread to pure religion true, 

Where Virtue’s templed, God is templed too. 

Then while th* augud proceffion moves along* 
*Midft (welling organs, and the pomp of fong ; 
While the dread chaunt, dill true to Nature s laws. 
Is deepen’d by the terror-breathing paufe ; 

While ’midd Encircling clouds of incenfe lod 
The t enabling pried upholds the facred bofi-; 

Amid thefe feenet< (hall I forget my fuit $ 

Amid thefe feenes dial 1 I alone be mute ? 

Nor to the footfteps of the throne above 
Breathe the warm requiem to the youth I lotvo? 
Now filence reigns along the gloomy fane, 

And wraps in dread repofe the paufing drafn : 
When next it burfts my humble voice I'll join, 
Difclofe my trembling wifii af Mercy’s dnine, 
IJnveil my anguiih to the thro.ne above. 

And figh the requiem to the youth I love. 

— Does fancy mock me with a falfe del ght, 

Or does" fome hallow’d vifion cheer my fight-? 
Methinks, emerging from the gloom below, 

Th* immortal fpirits leave the houfe of woe ! 
Infhrin’d in Glory’s beams they reach the iky, , 
While choral fongs of triumph burd from high \ 
Ste, at the voice of rpy accorded pray’r, 

The radiant youth afeend the fields of air ! 

Behold ! — He motints unutterably bright, 

Cioath’d in the fun-robe of unfading light ! . 
Applauding feraphs hail him on his way, 
find lead him to the gates of everlading day. 
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Philological Inquiries ; by fame 3 
Harris, E/q, a vols . 8vo. 

I N an eminent rank amongft 
the prod unions of this year is 
a treatife, entitled. Philological In - 
qairics , by the celebrated author 
of Hermes, A performance of 
this kind appears to be mod fuit- 
able to, and what might naturally 
have been expelled from the cloie 
of a life, fpent in the purfuit of 
knowledge, and in. habits of deep 
and fpeculative difquifitions. It 
is. principally con verfant with cri- 
tical and hiftorical reflexions, and 
implies rather a judicial review of 
acquirements already made, than 
a laborious inveftigation of new 
fubjeXs : it embraces a wide com- 
pafs pf learning, and abounds in 
a variety of fuen deep and philo- 
fop|ifcal remarks, as difplay the 
folfl|y and penetration of a judg- 
ment, evidently formed in the 
fchoot of Ariftotle. 

It has been frequently and juft- 
ly regretted, that a depth of eru- 
dition is by no means the greateft 
praife of modern writings; and 
that it is more the fafhion, per- 
haps from a vain affe&ation of 
originality, to admire the illegi- 
timate productions of fancy, than 
to recur for juft principles to the 
pure models of antiquity. This 


general failure, qnd contempt for 
antient literature, Mr. Harm 
wifhed earneftly to remove, and 
it is to be hoped he has laboured 
with fon^t degree of foccefs, efpe* 
daily when we confider the great 
popularity of his writings, al- 
though profeftedky founded upon 
the Greek philosophy, and imita- 
tive in a clofe degree of the man- 
ner of Ariftotle : indeed it is the 
opinion of fome, that in this laft 
inftance he has gone further than 
the genius of the Engliih language 
feems to admit. However, any pe- 
culiarity of this fort is abundantly 
compenfated by an accuracy and 
precifion peculiar to hiipfelt; and 
if our ingenious author hath not, 
upon this occafion, entered fo 
deeply into logic and metaphyfics, 
as he has done in his former more 
elaborate productions, it is to b& 
remembered that the nature nf 
the prefent work did not demand 
it ; and it is a circumftance fo fur 
in its favour, that it is therety 
rendered of more general ufe, as 
it profefles to inftru& by exam- 
ple, and not by demonforation, 
and exhibits a feries of condo- 
(ions, rather than the principles, 
upon which thoie conclufions are 
founded. 

That happy method of arange- 
ment which diftinguiihes the works 
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0f Hr. Harris, is perhaps no 
jjrhere more eminently difcover- 
able than in this treatife ; in it he 
jb^s introduced w peat variety of 
fubje&s, and by an pafy mode of 
traofition has reconciled and re- 
duced to a fyftem and to an unity 
pf defigp matters, which, if confi-* 
dered to a feparate view, would 
appear of a nature perfectly extra- 
neous. The author’s own word? 
wilJ convey to the reader the moft 
adequate idea of the plan of his 
work. 

44 The treatife which follows, 
14 is of the philological kind, and 
44 wiU confift of three parts, pro- 
44 perly diftinft from each other. 

44 The firft will be an invefti- 
41 gation of the rife and different 
44 fpecics of criticifm, and cri- 
44 tics. 

44 The fecond will be an illuf- 
44 tration of critical doctrines and 
44 principles, as they appear in 
44 diftinguiftied authors, as well 
44 antient as modern. 

• 44 The third and lall pact will 
44 be rather hiftoricai than criti- 
44 c^l, being an EfTay on the Tafte 
44 and Literature of the middle 
44 age.” 

In fpea^ing of the origin of 
criticifm he illuftrates his do&rine 
by a very appofite and fublime 
analogy. — 44 As the great event? 
44 of nature led men to admira- 
44 tion, fo curiofity to learn the 
44 caufe whence fuch events 
44 (hould arife, was that, which, 
44 by due degrees, formed natural 
44 philofophy. .What happened 
44 in the natural world, happen- 
44 fcd alfo in the literacy. Exqui- 
44 fiteprodudions both in profe 
44 and verf? induced men here. 
44 Ukewifc to ft«k the caufe.*, and 


44 fiich inquiries, often repeated, 

44 gave birth to philology. 

44 Philology (hould nen^e ap- 
44 pear to be of a moft comprehen- 
44 live charafter, and po include 
44 not only all accounts both of 
44 criticifm and critics, but of 
44 every thing conne&cd with 
44 letters, be it fpeculatlve, or 
44 hiftoricai.” 

Agreeable to this introdu&ion, 
he diftinguilhes the general word 
criticifin, by three different fpc- 
cies; — the PbiUfopbicaU tb tHiJh- 
ricaly and the Cq/rcflive. By 
the Pbilofo(bical % he means 44 that 
original criticifm, which is a 
deep and philofophical fearch into 
thp primary laws and elements 
of good writing, as far as they 
could be col|e&ed frpm the mod 
approved performances.” 

To prove that this fpecies pf 
criticifm was fpbfeqqent to, and 
not productive of the firft good 
writing; that there mud have 
been good authors who made the 
firft good critics, and npt critics 
who made the firft good authofs, 
Mr. Harris argues thus. 44 Can 
44 we doubt that men had mufic, 
44 fuch indeed as it was, before 
44 the principles of harmony were 
44 eftablifiiea into a fcience? that 
44 difeafes were healed and huild* 
44 ings ere&ed before medicine 
44 and architecture were fyftema- 
41 tifed into arts ? that men rea. 
44 fonedand harangued upon mat- 
44 teFs of Speculation and practice, 
44 long before there were profrft 
44 teachers of logic or rhetpric?” 

He accounts for the origiq of 
thefepond fpecies, or the Hiftoricat^ 
in a manner the moft fatisfa&ory. 

We kn,ow from experience 
44 that in prpgrefs of time, Jan-, 
" fi^gcs f 
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44 guages,cuftoms, manners, laws, 

government, 'and relgiions, 
u change. The Macedonian ty- 
44 rany, after the fatal battle of 
44 Chaeronea, wrought tnnch of 
*{ this kind in Greece ; and the 
44 Roman tyranny after the fatal 
44 battles of Pharfalia and Pni- 
4f lippi, carried it throughout the 
44 known world. Hence there- 
44 fore of things obfolete, the 
44 names became obfolete alfo, — 
4< and authors who in their own 
44 age were intelligible and eafy, 
44 in after days grew difficult and 
44 obfcure. Here then w T e be- 
44 hold the rife of a fecond race 
44 of critics, the tribe of fiho- 
44 liatts, commentators, and ex- 
44 plainers.*' 

With regard to the third and 
remaining fpecies of criticifm, it 
is obferved, that as all antienf 
books )vereprtferved bv tranfrrip- 
tion; they were liable through ig- 
norapce, negligence, or fraud, to 
be corrupted either by retrench- 
ings, by aditions, or alterations. 
— To remedy thefe evils, a third 
fort of criticifm arofe, and that 
was the Criticifm Correflive. The 
bufinefs of this fpecies was to col- 
late all the various copies of au- 
thority* and from the variety of 
different readings in fuch copies, 
to eftablifh by good reafons either 
the true, or moft probable one. 

In treating thefe thi ee. diftimft 
branches of general critic ifm, our 
author has accurately developed 
their rife and progrefs, from' the 
earlieft ages of antiquity to the 
prefen t times. ! 

In the fecond part of the work, 
the author, agreeable to his plan, 
illuftratefc feveraf critical prin- 
ciples, as they appear in cfiftin- 
guifhed authors, as well antient, 
as modern. The maxim be lays 


down as the foundation of all cri- 
tical knowledge or tafte is, to 
feck the cau/^pr rea/on ^ as often 
as we feel th? works of art and 
ingenuity affetft us A variety of 
illuftrative inftances are here pro- 
duced, and the principal effe&s 
of poetry and painting are aferib- 
ed to an oppofition of contrary 
incidents, or to an accumulation 
of many that areiimilar and corn- 
genial. Examples of the effe&s 
ariftng both frorti oppofition and 
combi nation of incidents, are 
taken from the works of the beft 
poets and painters, and ftand as 
tefts of the truth of the principles 
themfelves. 

Ariftotle’s definitions of a whole 
and its parts are followed by Mr. 
Harris, and are treated as eflen- 
tials to the conftituting of a legi- 
timate work. But here our au- 
thor goes further than his great 
guide and matter, and maintains 
that this theory is perfe&ly appli- 
cable and ettential to the nciinureft 
works, as well as tp. an epic poem,; 
in fupport of which pofition, an 
argument is dr>wn from Nature 
herfelf, which Art is faid to imi- 
tate. “ Not only the univerfe 

is one ftupendous whole, but fuch 
alfo is a tree, a flmib; a flower * 
fuch thole things, which, without 
the aid of glaflls, even efcapeour 
perception .*’ — Qualis ab incept a 
Jimplex duntaxat ct vnvm y is a rule^ 
according to Mr. Harris, applica- 
ble to every literary produ&ion, 
of whatever fUmp or cbara&er^ 
in purfuing this Inquiry he is 
led to the confideratioh of Senti-' 
menr, and as Sentiment, and 
Manners, naturally rife out of the 
fable in dramatic writings, he 
proceeds to a difquifition concern- 
ing the Drama, adopting the Ari- 
ttotelic divifion of it into its four 
great 
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great conftituent parts— the Fable we {haft adjudge the two phitofo* 
-*-the Mannn's-^-the Sentiment — phers juft mentioned ; « whether* 
and the Diftion : to thefe may be to ofe his own words, to thecom- 
added the fee nery and the muGc. meriCement of a bafer age, or ra- 
Of each of thefe he treats feverally ther, if we regard their merit, t« 
and at large, and concludes the the conclufipn of a purer. If we 
fecortd part of his work with a arrange them with the ooncluGon, 
vindication of rules in oppoGtion it is as Brutus and Caflius were 
to thofe, who affirm that they called the laft of the Romans.” 
cramp Genius, and abridge it of In this part pf his work our ati- 
ce'rtain principles. thor is led into a digreflion, appa- 

The third and laft part of thefe rently from his pure veneration 
inquiries is an Effay on the Tafte and love for the fubjeft of it, in 
and Literature of'the middle Age; which he gives a ftiort hiftorical 
a period of near a thoufand years, account of Athens *. He traces, 
and comprizing the interval be- with the fpirit and accuracy of a 
tween the fall of the Weftern or perfon concerned, the good and 
Larin empire in the fifth century, bad fortune, the political and li- 
and the Eafternor Grecian in the terary Gate of that once flourifh- 
fifteenth. ing feat of letters and of elegance. 

There are three clafTes of men from the time of her PtrGan 
•onfpictious during this dark in- triumphs to that of her becoming 
terval — the Byzantine Greeks — fubjeft to the Turks. He then 
the Saracens or Arabians — and the vefumes the thread of hisftory, and 
Latins or Franks, inhabitants of gives us a long lift of Byzantine 
Weftern Europe. Each of thefe fcholars, with critical remarks on 
eJadTes is in the prefent work con- their works. Much praife is be- 
fidered apart, and the whole dif- flowed on Suidas, Stobseus, Pho- 
quiGtion is judicioufly interfperf- tins and others, who were the re- 
ed with a variety of hiftorical anec- maining luminaries of a darker 
dotes, and fpecimens of manners, age ; to whofe labours and inge- 
which beGdes being entertaining, nuity the caufe of letters is much 
moft exaftly and beft exhibit the indebted for the prefer vat ion and 
«ha rafter of the times. illuftration of feveral precious re- 

Oar author gives the precedence mains of antiquity, 
in this inquiry to the Greeks of In the detail of this period we 
Conftantinople, and beftows the trace the gradual decline of huma- 
higheft ehcom turns on the ufeful riity and good letters ; although 
labours of Simplicius and Ammo- an extraft given by our author 
nius, Greek authors who flourifh- from the Hiftory of Nicetas the 
ed at Athens during the Gxth cen- Chroniate proves, that a tafte for 
tury. They are both well known the fine arts had not entirely de- 
fer their valuable comments on ferted the imperial city even in 
Ariftotle. Mr. Harris fays, it is , the thirteenth century. This hif- 
difficult to determine to what age; torian very feelingly laments the 

* See p. 14$ — 1 "6 3. of this volume (id Part), where this account is infert- 
«d, and alf© two othef extrafts from < 5 i>r author. 

*,’**'’ -violence 
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violence committed upon feveral 
noble ftatues by the Barharhms of 
Beidurgm’s crufade in 1*0$, par- 
ticularly upon one of moft exqui- 
fite workmanlbipreprefentiag He- 
len. — Thefe tefti monies of a fenfe 
of refinement and of a knowledge 
of the Arts being extant among 
the Greeks, are carried to a Hill 
later period, alcnoll until the fatal 
time when Conftantfnople was 
taken by the Turks. Our author 
obferves,that New Rome, or Con* 
ftantinople, fubfifted fromitsfoun- 
dation to its capture, nearly the 
fame number of years with Old 
Rome; and that between Romulus, 
the founder of Old Rome, and the 
Gothic Alaric, who took it, was an 
interval of about eleven hundred 
years ; and that there was nearly 
the fame interval between Con- 
rfanCine and Mahomet the Great. 

Happily for mankind the fate 
of literature was not completely 
involved with that of Conftanti- 
nople. For the number of learned 
Greeks, which this event drove 
into the weftem parts of Europe; 
the favour and protection of the 
popes, and of the family of the 
Medici, together with the recent 
invention of printing, tended to 
promote the caufe of knowledge 
and of taiie, and to put things 
into that train, in which, adds 
our author, we hope they may 
long, continue. 

The fecond clafs of Geniufes 
during the middle age recorded 
in this work; includes the Ara- 
bians or Saracens: they are rc- 
prefented toliave been originally 
an ignorant race of mortals, as is 
amply demonftrated by the demo- 
lition of the famous library at 
Alexandria, and by other fla- 
grant inftances of the moft flupid 
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barbarity. However, philoiopby 
and a tafte for the arts having 
once gained admittance to this 
people, foftened by degrees their 
native wildnefs to an eminent 
pitch of civilization and humanity. 

Mr. Harris fpeaking of Alman- 
zar, who was the firft of the me 
of the Abaffidg, fays, 44 that he 
was not only a great conqueror* 
but a lover of letters and of leaned 
me#? It was under him that Ara- 
bian literature, which had been 
at firft confined to medicine, and 
a few other branches, was extend- 
ed to fciences of almoft every de- 
nomination.” In another phot* 
44 The rapid vi&ories of thefe 
eaftern conquerors foon carried 
their empire from Afia even into 
the remote regions of Spain. Let- 
ters followed them as they went.’ 
Plato, Ariftotle/ and their beft 
Greek commentators* were fb on 
tranflated into Arabic; fo wefe 
Euclid,. Archimedes, Apollonius, 
Diophantus, and other Greek 
mathematicians; fo Hippocrates, 
Galen, and the beft profefiors of 
medicine; fo Ptolemy, and the 
noted writers on aftronomy. The 
ftudy of thefe produced others ike 
them; produced others, who not 
only explained them in Artbfe 
comments, but compofed them- 
selves original pieces upon the 
fame principles.” 

This detail gives ns a high opi- 
nion of the variety and extent of 
their learning, and particularly tif 
their poetry, which they cuitrHrt- 
ed with ardour and fuccefe. We 
have likewife in this worlcfevertd 
famples of their manners, tending 
upon the whole to imfpretfs vmM 
the reader favourable ideas of the 
hofpitality, bravery, affability, add 
juft ice of this people. 

The 


♦Digiti 



ACCOUNT OF BOOKS. lgi 

The Latins or Franks, which lities which Mr. fVarm feems to 


are included in the third and lift 
dafs which our author gives ah 
account of, exhibit a melancholy 
view of ignorance and taper ftitioh. 
To ufe Mr. Harris's own words, 
w it was literally the age of Monk- 
ery and Legends ; of Leotine verfe 
(that is, or bad Latin pat into 
rhhne) ; of projcfb to decide truth 
by ploughthares, and battoons; of 
crufades to conquer infidels and 
extirpate heretics, &c." 

44 However, amongft the thickcft 
of this gloom, gleams of light, and 
geniufes fupenor to all difficulties, 
frequently darted forth, and anti- 
cipating the common progrefs of 
nature, refeued even thofc times 
from the charge of an entire want 
of learning ?nd tide.” 


The fii/hry f Exgfyh Pbetry , from 
the Ctefe if the Eleventh to the 
Co mmen ce me nt of the Eighteenth 
Century. Ti which Are prefixed 
Two Dijfhrtations : • i . On the 
Origin rf Romantic Fifiion in 
Europe. 2. On the Introduction 
f Learning into England. Vo- 
lume HI. 4 to. To this Volume is 
prefixed a third Dijfertation , on the 
Gefta Ropianonfm. By Tho- 
mas Warton, B. D. Feltonv if 
Trinity College , Oxford, and <f 
the Society rf Antiquaries, and 
Tate Prifeffbr f Poetry in the 
Univerfty f Oxford. 

O F the two preceding volumes 
of this work, we have-given 
an account in our Annual Regifter 
for 1778, in which the Author has 
brought the hidory of our poetry 
down to the beginning of the fix- 
teenth century. 

Much labour andfcgacity, qua- 


poflfefs in an eminent degree, were 
necedary to enter into an invefti- 
gation of fo intricate a nature as 
that of our poetry in her rude and 
gothic date. It is through the 
minute changes of manners, ha- 
bits, and cudoms, that we mud 
‘tract her progrefs, in ordfer to 
catch her ruling features and cha- 
ra6ter, dur ing the different periods 
of her improvement. Nor mud 
We expert to find in her, frequcOt 
or driking alterations. For from 
the day of fundline which Chaucer 
bedowed upon us, to the time of 
the Reformation, our poetry gain- 
ed but little ground. Not that 
our anceftoris during this interval 
were totally ignorant of the learn- 
ed languages, or of thofe models 
of antiquity which afterwards 
wrought fo marvellous a change ; 
but becaufe they were fo over- 
whelmed with fophifhy* fu perdi- 
tion, and with that extravag&nt 
mode of thinking which accom- 
panied the romantic and credulous 
temper of the times, that the purer 
fources of antiquity, and the bn- 
maniores liter a , were overpowered 
and lod in the vortex. 

To the volume now before us, 
which contains the hidory of our 
poetry from the commencement to 
the clofe of the fixteenth centuty, 
our author has prefixed a differt- 
ation on a Latin compilation of 
tales and legends, entitled Gesta 
Rom an or vm, wrote by Petrus 
Berchorius , or Piter Bereheur , a na- 
tive of Poitou, and who died prior 
of the Benedictine convent of St. 
Eloi at Paris, in the year 1362. 
The account our author gives us 
of this work is as follows : 

44 The Gesta Rqmanorum 
werefitft printed without date, but 

iz 


Digitized by Google 



192 A&.NUAL REGISTER, 178h 

It is fuppofed before or about the contained in the former edifioii : 
year 1473, in folio, with this title, the firft of the additional chapters 
Jucipiunt Historie NotABiwss .being the fiery of Antiochus, or 
oollefte ex Gestis. Romanorum the fubftance of the romance of 
et tjuibufdam 'aliis libris cum appli- Apollonius of Tyre. The 
cation i bus eorundem* . This edition initials are inferred ih red ink||. 
has one hundred and fifty-! wo Another followed foon afterwards* 
chapter^, or gests, and one hun- in quarto. Ex Grstis Romavo- 
dred and feventeen leavesf. It \ f rum Hiftwrit not a biles moralixat 
in the Gothit fetter, and in two pe 1 Girardum L/V»,Goud.«, 1480. 
columns. The firft chapter is of The next edition, with the ufe of 
King Pompev, and the laft of which I have been politely favour- 
prince* or king, Cleonicus. The ed by George Malon, Efquire, of 
initials are written ;n red and blue Aiden ham -Lodges in Hertford- 
ink. This edition, flightly muti- (hire, was printed in folio, and 
lated, is among Biftiop Tanner’s in the year 1488, with this title, 
printed books’ in the Botflean li- Gesta Rhomandrum cum Ap~ 
brary. The reverend and learned plicationibus moralifatis et mifticis. 
Dr. Farmer, Mafter of Ema- The colophon is, Ex 6estis 
nuel college in Cambridge, has Romanorum cum pluribu r appli - 
the fecond edition, as it feems, catis Hijioriis de inrtutibus et viciis 
printed at Louvain, in quarto, myjlice ad intelleftum tranffumptis 
the fame or the fubfequent year, Recolleftorii finis. Anno tire Jalutis 
by John de Weftfalia, under the mcccclxxx viij kalejtdas *uerofi - 
title, Ex Gestis Romanorum bruarii xviij* A general, and 
Historie Notabiles de viciis alphabetical table, are fubjoined. 
yirtutibufyue traft antes cum applica - The book, which is printed iri 
tionibus moralifatis et myjiicis. And two columns, .and in the Gothic 
with this colophon, Gesta Ro- chara&er, abounding with abbre- 
manorum cum * quibufdam aliis viations, contains ninety-three 
Historiis eifdem annexis ad mo- leaves. The initials are writtetf 
r alitates dilucide redadta hie or flourrlhcd in red and blue, and 
finem babent. Qtite, diligenter cor - all the capitals in the body pf the 
reflis cliotum viciis, impreffit Joan- text are miniated with a pen.. 
nes de Wejlfalia in alma F niverjitate There were many other later edi- 
Louvanienfi. It has one hundred tions§. I mufi add, that the Gesta 
and eighty-one chapter^ That Romanorum were tranflated into 
is, twenty-nine more than are Dutch, fo early as the year 1484. 

* Much the fame title occurs to a manufeript of this work un the Vatican* 
u Hiftoriae Notabiies collect;* ex Geftis Rpmanorum et quibufdam aliis libriff 
** cum explicationrbus eorundem.” Montfauc. BibL Manuscr* tcm. t. * 
p 17* Numb. 172. , - 

f Without initials, paging, fignatures, or catch-words. 

X The firft is of KingPompcv, as before. The laft is entitled Dr Adul^ 

TERIO. 

H It has fignatures to K. k. • * « • 

§ For whtth fee fupra, voi. ii. p. 15, 

There 
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There is an old French verfion in 
the Britifh Mufeum. 

This work iscompiled from the 
obfolete Latin chronicles of the 
later Roman or rather German 
(lory, heightened by romantic in- 
ventions, from Legends of the 
Saints, oriental apologues, and 
many of the fliorter fi&itioos nar- 
ratives which came into Europe 
with the Arabian literature, and 
were familiar in the ages of igno- 
rance and imagination. The claf- 
licsare fometimes cited for autho- 
rities : butthefe are of the lower 
order, fuch as Valerius Maximus, 
Macrobius, Aulus Gellius, Sene- 
ca, Pliny, and Boethius. To 
every tale a Moralisation is 
fubjoined, reducing it into a 
Chriftian or moral lcflon. 

Moftof the Oriental apologues 
are taken from the Clerical is 
Disciplina, or a Latin dialogue 
between an Arabian philofopher 
and Edric * his fon, never print- 
ed f, written by Peter Alphonfus, 
a baptized Jew, at the beginning 
of the twelfth century, and colletft- 
ed from Arabian fables, apo- 
thegms, and examples Some are 
alfo borrowed from an old Latin 
tranflation of the Calilah u 
Damn ah, a celebrated fet of 
eaftern fables, to which Alphon- 
fus was indebted. 

On the whole, this is the col- 
lection in whicha curious enquirer 


might expeCt to find the original 
of Chaucer’s Cambufcan : 

Or,— if aught clfc great bards beside 
In fagc and folemn tunes have fung, 

Of tu neys and of trophies hung, 

Of fortfts and inchantments drear, 

Where more is meanrthan meets ihe ear||." 

Having given this account of 
the Gesta Romanorum, he 
proceeds to analyfe its contents 
with great accuracy, interfperfing 
fuch critical illu Orations and re- 
marks as the different fubje&s 
feem to demand, either from their 
own importance, or from the con- 
nection they may have with fub- 
fequent poets. For it is from thit 
work of vifionand myftery, where 
we frequently find Oriental, Ro- 
man and Feudal hiftory and cuf- 
toms clafliing together in the fame 
ftory, and where the fables of the 
claffics are often made emblemati- 
cal of the truths j>f the' Chriftian 
religion, that we are to look for the 
tales of Chaucer and Boccace. 
Many of thefc legends feem to ex- 
hibit foundations not unworthy 
of the fuperftru&ures which 
were afterwards raifed upon them. 

Having concluded this djfl'ert- 
ation, Mr. Warton proceeds to 
give the hiftory of our poetry dur- 
ing the fixteenth century. It was 
about the beginning of this pe- 
riod, that clallical literature, which 
had been confined for fo long a 
time within the cells of the 


* Edric was the name of Enoch among the Arabians, to whom they 
attribute many fabulous com pofn ions. Herbelot, in V. Lydgate's Chorle 
and The Bird, mentioned above, is taken from the Clericalxs Dis* 
ciplina of Alphonfus. 

f MSS. Harl. 3861. And in many other libraries, It occurs in old 
French verfc, MSS. DigB. 86 . membran. “ Le Romaunz ds Peres Aun~ 
four coment il aprift et cbajlta fon fils b element'" [See fupr. voL ii. Emend and 
Add. at pag. 103.V 

I See Tyrwhittb Chaucer, vol- iv. p. 3 * 5 - fe( p 

II Milton’s II Penseroso. 

Vol. XXIV. O Monkilh 
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'Monkifli clergy, began to be more 
generally diffufed, and to find its 
way into the company of the laity 
in general, but mod efpecially of 
thole of the higheft rank and con- 
fidfration. Henry the Eighth, our 
author obferves, was for thofe 
times a man of bv no me<tns apoor 
literary taile. With the Italian 
manners and cufiomsHenry intro- 
duced into his court their lan- 
guage, and the fpirit of their poe- 
try. The ruder genius of our own 
mufe foon began to take a polilh 
-in the hands of Lord Surrey, who 
at once tranfplanted into it all the 
•grace and fweetnefs of the Italian. 
He was the moil graceful courtier, 
tlie moft refined poet, and the 
•mo ft gallant loldier of this reign. 
He had formed himfelf upon the 
model of Perrarcb, and in our au- 
thor’s opinion confiderably im- 
proved upon him. His own words 
are, “ In the fonnets of Surrey, 
we are furprifed to find nothingof 
thatmetaphyfical call which marks 


the Italian poets, his fuppofed 
matters, efpecially Petrarch. Sur- 
rey’s fentiments are for the moft 
part natural and unaffe&ed ; arif- 
ing from his own feelings, and 
dictated by the prefent circum- 
Itances. His poetry is alike un- 
embarrafled by learned allufions* 
or elaborate conceits. If our au- 
thor copies Petrarch, it is Pe- 
trarch’s better manner : when he 
defcends from his Platonic ab- 
ttra&ions, his refinements of paf- 
fion, his exaggerated compliments, 
and his play upon oppofite fenti- 
ments, into a track of tendernefs, 
fimplicity, and nature. Petrarch 
would have been a better poet 
had he been a worfe fcholar. 
Our author’s mind was not too 
much overlaid by learning. 

The following is the poem a- 
bove mentioned, in which he la- 
ments his imprifonment in Wind- 
for-caftle. But it is rather an 
elegy than a fonnet. 


So cruel prifon, how coulde betyde, alas, 

As proude Windfor * ! where I, in luft and joyef. 

With a kvnges fonne f my childilhe yeresdid pafle. 

In greater feaft than Priam’s fonnesof Troye. 

Where echc fweete place returnesa taflefull fower: 

The large grene courtes where we w^re wont to hove||. 
With eyes caft up into the maydeit’s tower§, 

And eafie fighes, fuch as men drawe in love : 

The 


* How could the ftately caftle of Windfor become fo miferablc a prifon? 
f In unreftrained gaiety and pleafure. 

+ With the young Duke of Richmond. 

|| To hover, to loiter in expectation. So Chaueer, Troil. Cress. B 5. 
ver. 33. 

But at the yate there fhe fhould outride 
With certain folk he lovid her t* abide. 

£ Swift’s joke about the maids of honour being lodged at Windfor in the 
round tower, in Queen Anne’s time, is too well known and too indelicate to 
be repeated here. But in the prefent inftance, Surrey fpeaks loofely and poeti- 
cally 
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The (lately feates, the ladies bright of hewe, 

The daunces (horte, long tales of great delight. 

With wordes and lookes that tigers could but rewe (rf) ; 
Where ech of us did pleade the others right. 

The palme-play (6), where, difpoyled for the game (c). 

With dazed yies ( d ), oft we by gleams of love, 

Have mid the ball, and got fight of our dame, 

To bayte (e) her eyes which kept the leads above (/). 

The graved grounde (£), with (leves tied on the helme (b). 
On fomyng horfe, with fwordes and friendly hartes f 
With cheare (/) as though one (hould another Whelme (£), 

^ Where we have fought and chafed oft with dartes.— 

The fecret groves, which ofte we made refounde 
Of pleafaunt playnt, and of our ladies praife, 

Recording ofte what grace (/) ech one had founde, 

What hope of fpeede ( m ), what drede of long delay es. 

The wilde fored, the clothed holtes with grene (#), 

With raynes avayled (<?), and fwift ybreathed horfe. 

With 

cafly in making the maiden-tower, the true reading, the refidence of the 
women. The maiden-tower was common in other cattles, and means the 
principal tower, of the greateft ftrength and defence. Maiden is a corruption 
of the old French Magne, or Mayne, great. Thus Maidenhead (properly* 
Maydenhithe) in Berkfliire, fignifies the great port or wharf on the river 
Thames. So alfo, Mayden Bradley in Wildhire is t\\t great Bradley, The 
old Roman campnear Dorchefter in Dorfetlhire, a noble work, is called Maiden 
caflle y the capital fortrefs in thofe parts. We have Maiden-down in Somer- t 
fetihirewith the famefignification. A thoufand other inftances might be given. 
Hearne, not attending to this etymology, abfurdly fuppofes, in one of his Pre- 
faces, that a ftrong baftion in the old walls of the .city of Oxford, called the 
Maiden-tower, was a prifon for confining the proftitutes oithe town. 

(a) Pity (£) At ball. ( c ) Rendered unfit or unable, to play. 

( d) Dazzled eyes. ( e ) To tempt, to catch. 

(/) The ladies were ranged on the leads or battlements, of the cattle to 
fee the play. 

( g ) The ground, or area, was ftrown with gravel, where they were 
trained in chivalry. 

( b ) At tournaments they fixed the fieeves of their miftrefles on fertne part 

of their armour. ' 

(/) Looks. (/$) Deftroy. (/) Favour with hi* miftrefs. 

( m ) Or, luccefs. 

(tr) The holtes, or thick woods, clothed in green. So in another place foe 
fays, fol. 3. 


My fpecled cheeks with Cupid's hue. 

That is, “ Cheeks fpeckled with, &c.” 

(0) With loofcoed reins. So in his fourth A£neid, the fleet is u ready to 
avale That is, to loo/en from lhore. So again, in Spencer’s Februarie. 

O a They 
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With crie of houndes, and merry blades beewene 
Where we did chafe the fearful harte ©f force. 

The wide vales (a) eke, that harbourd us cch night, 

Wherewith, alas, r^viveth in my bred 

The fweete accorde ! Such flepes as yet delight: 

The pleafant dreames, the quiet bed of reft. 

The fecrct thoughtes imparted with fuch truft ; 

The wanton talke, the divers change of play ; 

The friendlhip fworne, eche promile kept fo juftf 
Wherewith we paft the winter night away. 

And with this thought the bloud forfakes the face ; 

The teares berayne my chekes of deadly hewe^ 

The whych as fone as fobbing fighs, alas, 

Upfypped have, thus I my plaint renewe! 

O place of blifle, renewer of my Woes f* 

« Give me accompt, where is my noble fere (i) f 
Whom in thy walles thou doft (c) cch night endofe, 

• u To other leefe (</), but unto me moft dere !’* 

They wont in the wind wagge their wriggle tayles 
Pearke as a peacocke, but now it av ales. 

m Avqyle their tayles,” to drop or lower. So alfo in his DECEMBER* 

By that the welkedPhebus gan avaylr 
His wearie waine.— — 

And in the Faerie Queene, with thetrue fpciling, i. t. Si. Of Nilus. 

But when his latter ebbs gins to avals. 

To vale, or avaU) the bonnet , was a phrafe for lowering the bonnet, or 
pulling off the hat. The word occurs in Chaucer, Tr. Cress, iii. 627. 

That fuch a raine from heaven gan avails. 

And in the fourth book of his Boethius, “ The light fire arifeth into 
<c height, and the hevic yerthes availen by their weightes.” pag. 394* f 
col. 2. edit: Urr. From the French verb avaler, which is from their 
adverb Aval, downward. See alfo Hearne’s Gloss. Rob. Br. p. 524* 
Drayton ufes this word, where perhaps it is not properly underftood. Eci. 
iv. p. 1404. edit. 1753* 

With that, (he gan to vale her head, 

Her cheeks were like the rofes red. 

But not a word file faid, &c. 

That is, (be did not veil, or cover, but va/ed 9 lield down her head for Aame. 

(o) Probably the true reading is wales or walls . That is, lodgings 
apartments, &c. Thcfe poems were very corruptly printed by TotteL 
fjb) Companion. 

(c) We mould read, d'tdfl. 

(d) Dear to others, to alL 

Eccbo, 


V 
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Eccho, alas, that doth my forrow rew (*), 

Returnes therto a hollow iounde of playnte. 

Thus I alone, where all my freedom grewe. 

In prifon pine, with bondage and reftrainte* 

And with remembrance of the greater greefe 
To banifli th* lefle, I find my chief releef (b).” 

With Lord Surrey flouriflied Sir not be thought improper to infer 
Thomas Wyatt ; a man of very here the firft Engiifh paftoral. 
ex ten five knowledge and great ac- He fays, From the fame collec- 
quirements, but as a poet, in our tion, the following is perhaps the 
author’s opinion, much inferior firft example in our language now 
to the former* remaining, of the pure and un- 

The limits of this fhort account mixed paftoral and in the erotic 
will not allow us to fpeak of all fpecies, for eafeof numbers, ele- 
the various writers, who, accord- gance of rural allufion, and lim- 
ing to Mr. Warton, were in efteem plicity of imagery, excels every 
about this time. Moft of their thing of the kind in Spenfer, who 
works are contained in a mifcella- is erroneouily ranked as our earlieft 
neous collection, of which hegives Englifh bucolic. I therefore hope 
a particular account. However, to Je pardoned for the length of 
for the following reafons, which the quotation. 
oi|r author himfelf gives, it may 

Phyllida was a faire mayde, 

As frefti as any flour $ 

Whom Harpalus the herdman prayde 
* To be her paramour. ' 

Harpalus and eke Corin 
Were herdman both yfere (r) : 

<And Phillida could twift and fpin f 
And thereto fing full clere. 

But Phyllida was ail too coy 
For Harpalus to winne j 
For Corin was her only joy 
Who Torft her not a pinne (</). 

How often would fhe flowers twine ? 

How often ga*-landes make 
Of couflips and of columbine ? 

And al for Corin’s fake. , 

But Corin he had hawkes to lure. 

And forced more the fielde fe); 

Of lovers lawe he toke no cure. 

For once he was begilde (/). 



Pity. ^ (£) Fol. 6. 7. (c) Together. 

Loved bee notin the lealt. (*) More engaged in fid d-fports. 

Deceived* Had once been in love. 

O 3 Harpalus 


Digitized by Google 



198 ANNUAL REGISTER, 1781. 

Harpalus prevailed nought, 

His labour all was loft ; 

For he was fardeft from her thought, 

And yet he loved her molt. 

Therefore waxt he both pale and leane. 

And drye as clot ( a ) of clay ; 

His fleftie it was confumed cleane. 

His colour gone away. 

His beard it had not long be ftiavet 
His h'eare hong all unkempt (£) ; 

A man fit even for the grave. 

Whom fpitefull love had fpent. 

His eyes were red, and all forewatched (r), 

His face befprent with teares ; 

It femde Vnhap had him long hatched 
In mids of his difpaires. 

His clothes were blacke and alfo bare. 

As one forlorne was he : 

Upon his head alwayes he ware 
A wreath of wyliow tree. 

His beaftes he kept upon the hyll 
And he fate in the dale ; 

And thus with fighes and forrowes {hryll 
He gan to te^l his tale. \ 

“ O Harpalus, thus would helay, 
i4 Unhappieft under funne ! 

<c The caufe of thine unhappy day 
“ By love was firft begun ne ! 

** For thou wentft firft by fute to feke 
A tigre to make tame, 

« That fettes not by thy love a leeke, 

But makes thy grief her game. 

“ As eafy it were to convert 
€i The froft into the flame, 

<{ As for to turne a froward hert 
Whom thou fo faine wouldft frame. 

€( Corin he liveth carelefte, 

« He leapes among the leaves ; , 

He eates the frutes of thy redrefle {d), 

" Thou reapes, he takes the fheaves. 

«« My beaftes, awhile your foode refraine, 

«« And hark your herdftnans founde ; ^ 

“ Whom fpitefull love," alas, hath flame 
V Through-girt £ e ) with many a wounde 1 

(a) Clod. (£) Uncombed. (*) Over-watched. That is, 

his V eyes were always awake, never clofeid by fleep. 00 ' Labour. Pains. 

(*) Pierce Uropgh. So fol. 113. infr. 

His entrails with a lance through -girded quite. 

w O happy 
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44 O happy be ye, beaftes wilde, 

. 44 That here your pafture takes ! 

44 I fe that ye be not begilde 

44 Of thefe your faithful! makes (a). 

44 The hart he fedeth by the hinde, 

44 The buck hard by the do : 

44 The turtle dove is not unkinde 
44 To him that loves her fo.— — 

44 But welaway, that nature wrought, 

44 Thee, Phyllida, fo faire ; 

44 For 1 may fay, that I have bought 
44 Thy beauty all toodeare ! Sec. (£).” 


In this part of his work, Mr. War- 
ton has inferted feveral extra&s 
from the manufeript Romance 
Ywaian and Gawain, written 
in the reign of Henry the Sixth, 
in order to lay before his reader a 
comparative view of our language 
during that period, and this he 
is now treating of, and by fo do- 
ing the better to illuftrate the re- 
fpetfive ages of fuch pieces as > 
he has already, or intends to 
produce. 

The Nutbrown MAYDE,and 
the fatyrical ballad called the 
Tournament of Totenham, 
are by our author clafled under 1 
thereignof Henry the Eighth, and 
apparently with good reafon, al- 
though our antiquarians have al- 
ways aferibed them to that of 
Henry the Sixth. Both of thefe 
pieces, but more efpecially the 
firft, bear ftrong marks of that 
dawn of genius and tafte which 
took place during this period, 
^and the language which it exhi- . 
bits, is not of that harfh and go 
thic ca(l which chara&erifes the 
poetical performances of Henry 
the Sixth’s time. It is true that 
the Nut-brown Maid does not 
contain any of thofe claflical 

(a) Mates. 

, O 


imagesand fanciful conceits which 
the introdu£lion of the Roman 
poets and the Italian models had 
rendered fo abundant ; but it is 
equally true that Lord Surrey, not- 
withftandinghe refined our poetry 
on thefe very models, yet retained 
a fimplicity in his poems which 
could only be the effect of a judg * 
ment naturally chafte and corretf; 
and it is as reafonable to fuppofe, 
that whoever wrote the Nut : 
brown Maid had, with the fame 
advantages, ps good and as pure 
a tafte as Lord Surrey. 

The violence with which the 
Reformation was carried on during 
the fliort reign of Edward the 
Sixth, rendered poetry fubfervient 
to its views and interefts, and to 
them alone. The chara&er and 
fpirit of our compofitions under- 
went a con fiderable alteration, and 
had not that mixture and difplay 
of love and gallantry in them which 
was fo confpicuous in the writings 
of the former reign. The metri- 
cal verfion of the Pfalms and of 
different portions of the feripture, 
became the only fubje&s for the 
mufe: almoil the' whole of the 
Old and New Teftament was 
turned into verfe by many of our 

(b) Fpl. 55. 

l reverend 
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reverend prelates, and by fuch as fon than we now imagine, for 
were accounted the bed fcholars complaining of the too great clear- 
of their time. nefs of the tranflation, when with 

The tranflation of the Bible, an infidious view of keeping the 
which even during the reign of people in their antient ignorance, 
Henry the Eighth was not allowed he propofed, that inftead of al- 
but with numberlefs reftri&ions, ways ufing Englifh phrafes, many 
was now admitted into thechurch- Latin words fhould itili be pre- 
C 8 , and into the hands of the vulgar ferved, becaufe tht:y contained an 
in general. The this tranfla- # inherent fignificance and a ge- 
tion had onourlanguagei§remark- nuine dignity, to which the corn- 
ed upon with great judgment by our mon tongue afforded no corre- 
auifior. He fays, I muft add fpondent expreffions of fufficient 
here, in reference to my general energy fi).” 
fubjeft, that the tranflation of the We now come to the reign of 
Bible, which in the reign of Ed- Queen Mary, during thecommo- 
ward theS xth was admitted into tions of which was wrote A Mir- 
the churches, is fuppo fed to have rour for Majistrates, a 
fixed our language. It certainly poem planned and chiefly execut- 
has tranfmittcd and perperuated ed by Thomas Sackville the firft 
many antient words which would Lord Buckhurfl, and Earl of Dor- 
otherwife have been obfoleie or fet, and which our author fay*, 
unintelligible. I have never feen illuminates with no common luf- 
it remarked, that at the fame tre that interval of darkrefs which 
time this tranflation contributed occupies the annals of Englifh 
to enrich our native Englifh at poetry from Surrey to Spenfcr, 

' an early period, by importing As we have, in another part of our 
aVid familiarifing many Latin Annual Regifter (c), inferted Mr. 
words(«). / Warton’s literary character of this 

Thefe were fuggefted bv the La- nobleman, we fhall not dwell upon 
tin vulgate, which was ufed as a it here, but only add what he fays 
' ' fpedium by the tranflators. Some of the poem in queflion. 

of thefe, howevcr,now interwoven u About theyear i(;57,hefonn- 

into our common fpeeqh, could ed the plan of a poem, in which 
not have been under flood by many all the illuftrious but unfortunate 
readers even above the rank of characters of the Englifh hiftoiy, 
the vulgar, when the Bible firft from the conque A to the end of the 
appeared in Englifh. Bifhop Gar- fourteenth century, were to pafs 
diner had therefore much lefs rea- in review before the poet, who de- 
/ 

(a) More particularly in the Latin derivative fubftantives, fuch as, dfaina* 
tion, perdition , adoption , mamfejlation , confolation % contribution , aebniniftratiaty 
confummation , reconciliation , operation , communication, retribution , preparation , 
immortality , principality , &c. &c. And in other words, fruflratt f, inexcufable, 
trews figure, toncupifcenct^ &c. &c. 

(b) Such is, Id'JolatriLi, contritus , hoiocaufla, fact amentum, elementa, bumda. 
taiy [ati'faSiOy cerermnia, dbfolutio , myfterium, petti tend a, & c. See Garth, 
ner’s propofa!s in Burnet, Hist. Ref. vol. i. B. iii. p. 315, And Fuller, 
Ch. H»st. Book v. Cent. xvi. p. 238. 

(0 See Characters, p. 14. of this volume. 

fcendJ 
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fcends like Dante into the infernal In the indu&ion juft mention- 

region, and is conduced by Sor- ed, there are many beautiful, as 
row. Although a defcent into well as grand and fu hli me parts : 
hell had been fuggefted by other of the latter fpecies is the f /How- 
poets, the application of fuch a- ing extract from a part of it, 
fi&ion to the prefent defign, is a which Mr. Warton has inferted, 
confpicuous proof of genius and and fpeaking of which, he ufes * 
even of invention. Every per- the following words, 
fonage was to recite his own mif- 44 Our author appears to have 
fortunes in a feparatefoiiloquy. But felt and to have conceived with 
Sackville had leifure only to fimfti true tafte, that very romantic 
a poetical preface called an In- part of Virgil’s Eneid which he 
pucrtoN,and onelegend, which has here happily copied and 
is the life of Henry Stafford Duke heightened. The imaginary be- 
of Buckingham. Relinqujihing ings which fate within the porch 
therefore the defign abruptly, and of hell, are all his own. I mull not 
haftily adapting the dole of his omit a (ingle figure of this dreads 
Induction to the appearance of. ful groupe, nor one compartment 
Buckingham, the only (lory he of the portraitures which are 
had yet written, and which was feigned to be lculptured or 
to have been the laft in his feries, painted on the Shield of War, 
he recommended the completion indented •with gq/hes deej# and 
of the whole to Richard Baldwyne 'wide- 
^nd George Ferrers/’ 

And, firft, within the porch and jaws of hell 
Sat deep Remorse of conscience, all bcfprent 
With tears; and to he felf oft would (he tell 
Her wretchednefs, and, curling, never ftent 
To fob and figh, but ever thus lament 
With thoughtful care ; as (he that, all in vain. 

Would wear and wade continually in pain: 

Her eyes unftedfaft, rolling here and there. 

Whirl’d on each place, as place that vengeance brought. 

So was her mind continually in fear. 

Toft and tormented with the tedious thought 
Of thofe detefted crimes which fhe had wrought ; 

With dreadful cheer, and looks thrown to the Iky, 

Withing for death, and yet fhe could not die. 

Next, faw we Dread, all trembling how he (hook, 

With foot uncertain, profer’d here and there ; 

Benumb’d witli fpeech ; and, with a gaftly look, 

Search’d every place, all pale and dead for fear. 

His cap born up with ftaring of his hair ; 

’Stoin’d and amazed at his own (hade for dread, 
fearing greater dangers than was need. 

• - And, 
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And, next, within the entry of this lake, 

Sat fell Revenge, gnafhing her teeth for ire ; • 
Deviling means how {he may vengeance take ; 

JNever in reft, 'till (he have her deli re ; 

But frets within fo far forth with th£ fire 
Of wreaking flames, that now determines fhe 
To die by death, or ’venged by death to be. ^ 


When fell Revenge, with bloody foul pretence, 
Had {bow’d herfelf, as next in order fet. 

With trembling limbs we foftly parted thence* 

'Till in our eyes another fight we met ; 

When fro my heart a figh forthwith I fet, 

Ruing, alas, upon the woeful plight 
Of Misery, that next appear'd in fight : 

His face was lean, and fome-deal pin’d away. 

And ekeliis hands confumed to the bone ; 

But, what his body was, I cannot fay, 

For on his carkafs rayment had he none, 

Save clouts and patches pieced one by one ; 

With ftaffin hand, and lcrip on (houlders caft, 

His chief defence againft the winter’s blaft : 

His food, for moft, was wild fruits of the tree, 
Unlefsfometime fome crums fell to his {hare, 
Which in his wallet long, God wot,’kept he, 

As on the which full daint'ly would he fare ; 

His drink, the running ftream, his cup, the bare 
Of his palm clofed ; his bed, the hard cold ground: 
To this poor life was Misery ybound.” 


Our author compares Dante’s 
Inferno with Sackville’s Defcent 
into Hell. They have both for 
their foundation the fixth book of 
Virgil, and their different modes 
of treating the fubjeft, arife in a 
great meafure from the different 
periods at w’hich they wrote. 
Dante compofed his poem about 
the year 1310, and when the fpi- 
rit of chivalry and romance was 
at the higheft. It is this fpirit 
that renders many of his fublime 
parts more fearful and terrible by 
infilling into them an airofmfte- 
rioufnefi, and it is the fame fpirit 
that often exhibits tflfc&s of the 


moft ridiculous and incongruous 
nature, when incorporated with 
the ideas of the antient claffics. 
In treating the fofter paffions 
Dante is incomparable: bis de- 
feriptions are the moft natural 
and graceful that can be conceiv- 
ed, and tinctured with a degree of 
fentiment and refinement (for the 
fource of which wfc muft look to 
chivalry and romance), not ea- 
fily to be found in the beft claf- 
fical authors. 

Sackville wrote about the year 
1557, when ftie models of anti- 
quity were better underftood than 
they were in Dante’s time, and 
when 
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when they began to have their 
true and genuine effe<ft. His com- 
petitions are therefore more na- 
tural and correft, although infe- 
rior, as there are few but are fo, 
in point of fublimity to Dante. 
Mr. Warton has been particular- 
ly attentive to the works of thefe 
two poets, not only on account 
of their intrinfic merit, but alfo 
from their being the models which 
Spenfer and Milton afterwards 
ftudied with great attention. 

During this reign feveral criti- 
cal and rhetorical works were pub- 
lifhed, and the cultivation of our 
language began to be attended to 
by men of learning. — The pedan- 
try of treating all fubje&s in the 
Latin tongue was firft broke 
through by the Toxophilus of 
Roger Afkam in Englifh, and by 
fbme regular fyftems of logic and 
rhetoric in the fame language, by 
Thomas Willon, in 1553, tutor 
to Henry and Charles Brandon, 
Dukes of Suffolk, afterwards fe- 
cretarv of itare and privy counsel- 
lor. We (hall not attempt to 
follow our author through a regu- 
lar account of the writers of thefe 
times, contenting ourfelves with 
remarking only upon the more 
grand and decitive periods of the 
improvement of our poetry. 

In the beginning of Elizabeth’s 
reign appeared the play of Gor- 
pobtjc, written by the fame Lord 
Buckhurft wchave before fpoken 
of. As this is the firft regular 
tragedy in our language, our au- 
thor has given it an attention be- 
yond what ip claimed as forming 
a part of his'fvftem : the charac- 
ter he gives of it is as follows. 

“ That this tragedy was never 
a favourite amoeg our anceftors, 
2nd has long fallen: into general 


oblivion, is to be attributed to 
the nakednefs and uninterefting 
nature of the plot, the tedious 
length of the fpeeches, the want 
of a diferimi nation of character, 
and almoft a total abfence of pa- 
thetic or critical iituations. It is 
true that a mother kills her own 
fon. But this a<ft of barbarous and 
unnatural impiety, to fay nothing 
of its almoft unexampled atrocity 
in the tender fex, proceeds only 
from a brutal principle of fudden 
and impetuous revenge. It is 
not the confequence of any deep 
machination, nor is it founded in 
a proper preparation of previous 
circumftances. bhe h never be- 
fore introduced to our notice as a 
wicked or defigning character. 
She numbers her l’on Porrex, be- 
caufe in the commotions of a civil 
diflenlipn, in felf-defence, after 
repeated provocations, and the 
ftrongeft proofs of the bafeft in- 
gratitude and treachery, he had 
flain his rival brother, not without 
the deepeft compqnftion and re- 
morfe for what he had done. A 
mother murthering a fon is a fatt 
which muft be receiv ed with hor- 
ror ; but it required to be com- 
plicated with other motives, and 
prompted by a co-operation of 
othel* caufes, to roufe our atten- 
tion, and work upon our paflions. 
I do not mean that any other mo- 
tive could have been found, to 
palliate a murther of fuch a na- 
ture. Yet it was poffible to 
heighten and to divide the diftrefs, 
by rendering this bloody mother, 
under the notions of human frail- 
ty, an object of our companion as 
well as of our abhorrence. But 
perhaps thefe artifices were not 
yet known or wanted. The ge- 
neral ftory of the play is great in 

its 
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its political confluences; and 
the leading incidents are import- 
ant, but not fufficiently intricate 
to awaken ourcuriofitv, and hold 
us in fufpence. Nothing is per- 
plexed and nothing unravelled. 
The oppofition of interefts is fuch 
as does not affe£t our nicer feel- 
ings. In the plot of a play, our 
pleafure arifes in proportion as 
our expe&ation is excited. 

Yet it mu ft be granted, that the 
language of Gor dobuc has great 
purity and perfpicuity; and that 
it is entirely free from that tumid 
phrafeology, which does not feem 
to have taken place till play-writ- 
ing had become a trade, and our 
poets found it their intend to 
captivate the multitude by the 
falfe fublimc, and by thofe ex- 
aggerated imageries and pedantic 
jnetaphors, which are the chief 
blemifhes of the fcenes of Shake- 
fpear, and which are at this day 
inilhken for his capital beauties 
try too many readers. Here alfo 
we perceive another and a ftrong 
fealon svhy this play was never 
popular,’* 

This tragedy coming out of 
the hands of a man of fuch repu- 
tation and abilities as Lord Buck- 
hurft, was immediately followed 
by Englifh tranflations of the Jo- 
cafta of Euripedes, by George 
Gafcoign and Francis Kilwen- 


merfh, both of Grays-Inn, and of 
the Ten Tragedies of Seneca, 
by different hands* The antient 
drama was by thefe means intro- 
duced and laid open to our an* 
ceftors, and it muft be confeflfa} 
that many parts of their tranfla- 
tions, if we may judge from the 
quotations Mr. Warten has given 
us, appear to have confiderable 
merit. Betides the antient drama, 
almoft all the claflfcal poets whe- 
ther Greek or Roman were in- 
flated into our lapguage during 
this reign. The vertions of Ho- 
mer, Mufaeus, Virgil Horace, 
Ovid, and Martial, appeared in 
Englifh before the year 1 380 ; 
thele, fays our author, *■ while 
they contributed to familiarize 
the ideas of the antient poets to 
Englifh reader, improved our 
language and verfificat'on ; and 
that in a general view they ought 
to be confidered as valuable an<{ 
important accefhons to the (tack 
of our poetical literature. Thefe 
were the daffies of Shakefpear.” 

From amongft the various ex- 
tracts Mr. Warton has given us of 
the tranflations in queftion, we 
beg leave to lay before our reade? 
the following one from the trans- 
formation of Athamas and Ino 
in the fourth book pf Ovid, 
Arthur Golding. 


♦♦ The furious pend Tifiphone, doth cloth her out of hand. 

In garment dreaming gory blood, and taketh in her hand 
A burning creflet (<*) fteept in blood, and girdeth her about 
With wreathed fnakes, and fo goes forth, and at her going out, 
Feare, terror, griefe, and penfiueneffe, for company fhetooke^ 

And alfo madnefle with his flaight and gaftly • flaring looke. 

Within the houfe of Athamas no fooner foote (he let. 

But that the pofles began to quake, and doores looke black as iet. 

(aj A torch. The word is ufed by Mikon* 

The 
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The funne withdrewe him : Athamas and eke his wife were caft 
With ougly fightes in fuch a feare, that out of doores agaft 
They would have fled. There flood the fiend, and flopt their paf- 
fageout; 

And fplaying (a) foorth her filthy armes beknit with fnakes about, 
Did tofle ana waue her hatefull head. The fwarme of fcaled fnakes 
Did make an yrkfome noyce to heare, as fhe her trefTes fhakes. 

About her fhoulders fome did craule, fonie trayling downe her brefl, 
Did hiffe, and fpit out poifon greene, and fpirt with tongues infeft. 
Then from amid her haire two fnakes, with venymd hand (lie drew, 
Of which fhe one at Athamas, and one at Ino threw. 

The fnakes did craule about their brefts, infpiring in their heart 
.Moft grieuous motions of the minde : the body had no fmart 
Of any wound : it was the minde that felt the cruell ftinges. 

A poyfon made in fyrup-wife, fhe alfo with her brings. 

The filthy fome of Cerberus, the cafting of the fnake 
Echidna, bred among the fennes, aboufthe Stygian lake. 

Defire of gadding forth abroad, Forgetfullnefs of minde. 

Delight in mifchiefe, Woodnefle (J), Tears, and Purpofe whole in- 
clinde 

To cruell murther : all the which, fhe did together grinde. 

And mingling them with new-fhed blood, fhe boy led them in brafle, 
And ftird them with a hemlock ftalke. Now while that Athamas 
And Ino flood, and quakt for feare, this poyfon ranke and fell 
She turned into both their brefts, and made their hearts to fwell. 

Then whilking often round about her head, her balefull brand. 

She made itfoone, by gathering winde,to kindle in her hand. 

Thus, as it were in tryumph-wife, accomplifhing her heft, 1 
To dufkie Pluto's emptie realme, fhe gets her home to reft, > 
And putteth off the fnarled fnakes that girded-in her breft.” j 


The loves of Hero andLeander 
aferibed to Mufaeus, and the firft 
book of Lucan, were tranflated by 
Chriftopher Marlowe, the con- 
temporary of Shakefpear, and a 
dramatic poet of great reputation. 
He was alfo the author of many 
beautiful fonnets, and of that re- 
markable one called the PaJJionotc 
Shepherd to his Live , which ap- 
pears in the Merry Wives of 
Windfor. 

u That Marlowe (our author 


obferves) was admirably qualified 
for what Mr. Mafon, with a hap- 
py and judicious propriety, calls 
pure poetry, will appear from 
the following paflage of his for- 
gotten tragedy of Edward the 
Second, written in the year 
1590, and firft printed in 1598. 
The higheft entertainments, then 
in fafhion, are contrived for the 
gratification of the infatuated Ed- 
ward, by his profligate minion. 
Piers Gavefton. 


I mu ft haue wanton poets, pleafant wits, 
Muficians, that with touching of a firing 


( a ) Difplaying* 


(h) Madnefs. 


May 
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May drawe the plyant king which way I pleafe. 
Mu lie and poetry are his delight ; 

Therefore I’ll have Itafian mafques by night. 
Sweet ipeeches, comedies, and pleafing fliewes* 
And in day, when he {hall walke abroad, 

L’ke fylvan Nymphs my pages (hall be clad, 

My men like Satyrs, grazing on the lawnes, 

Shall with their goat-fcet dance the antick hay. 
Sometimes a Lonely Boy, in Dian’s fhape (a) 9 
With haire that gildesthe water as it glides, 
Crownets of pearle about his naked armes. 

And in his fportfull hajides an oliue tree, 

* * * * * * # 

Shall bathe him in a fpring : and there hard by. 
One, 1) ke A&eon, peeping through the groue. 

Shall by the angry goddefs be transform’d. • 

Such thinges as thefe bed pleafe his majedie.” 


The Iliad of Homer was tran- 
flated by George Chapman to-' 
wards the latter end of this reign. 
Mr. Warton’s accoynt of this 
poet is as follows. 

44 In the Preface, he declares 
that the lad twelve books were 
tranflated in fifteen weeks: yet 
with the advice of his learned and 
valued friends, Majitr Robert 
Hews (£), and Majier Harriots. 
It is certain that the whole per- 
formance betrays the negligence 
of hade. He pays his acknow- 
ledgements to his “ mod ancient, 
44 learned, and right noble friend, 
« 4 Mafter Richard Stapilton (c) } 
44 the fird mod defertful mouer 
44 in the frame of our Homer.” 
He endeavours to obviate a popu- 


lar obje&ion, perhaps not totally 
groundlefs, that he confulted the 
profe Latin verfion more than the 
Greek original. He fays, fenfi- 
bly enough, 6t it is the part of 
44 euery knowing and iudicious 
44 interpreter, not to follow the 
44 number and orderof words, but 
u the materiall things themfelues, 
44 and fentences to weigh dili- 
fi gently; and to clothe and a- 
44 dome them with words, and 
“ fuch a dile and forme of ora- 
“ tion, as are molt apt for the 
44 language into which they are 
44 conuerted.” The danger lies, 
in too lavidi an application of this 
fort of cloathing, that it may not 
difguife what itfhoiild only adorn. 
I do not fay that this is Chapman’s* 


(a) That L, aft mg the part of Diana. 

(£) Tnis Robert Hues, orHuiius, was a fcholar, a good geographer and 
mathematician, and publifhed a Traci in Latin on the Globes, Lond. 1593, 
8vo. With other pieces ir> that way. There was ado a Robert Hughes who 
wrote a Di&ionary c-f the E glifh and Ptrlic. See Wood, Ath-. Oxon. i. 
571. Hist. Anti^uit. Uni v. Oxon. Lib. ii. p.- 238 . b. 

(c) Already mentioned as the publifher of a poetical mifcellany in 1593. 
Supr. p- 4C1. “ The fpiricuall poems or hymnes of R. S/’are entered to j. 

Bufbie, Q£t. 17, 1^95, Kegistk. Station. C. fob 3. b. 
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fault ; but he has by no means re- 
prefented the dignity or the fim- 
plicity of Homer. He is fometimes 
paraphraftic and redundant, but 
more frequently retrenches or im- 
poverishes what he could not feel 
and exprefs. In the mean time, 
he labours with the inconvenience 
of an aukward, inharmonious, and 
unheroic meafure, impofed by 
cuftom, but difguftfuL to modern 
ears. Yet he is not always with- 
out ftrength or Spirit. He has en- 
riched our language with many 
compound epithets, fo much in 
the manner of Homer, fuch as 
the Jilver •footed Thetis, the Jilver - 
, throned Juno, the triple-feathered 
helme, the high-walled Thebes, 
the faire-haired boy, the Jilver - 
flowing floods, the hugely peopled 
towns, the Grecians navy-bound , 
the Jlrong-winged lance, and many 
more which might be collected. 
Dry den reports, that Waller never 
<;ouid readChapman’sHomerwith- 
out a degree of tranfport. Pope 
is of opinion, that Chapman co- 
vers his defeats “ by a daring 
44 fiery Spirit that animates his 
€i tranflation, which is Something 
44 like what one might imagine 
44 Homer himfelf to have writ 
44 before he arrived to years of 
i( diScretio^/* But his fire is 
. too frequently darkened, by that 
fort of fuftian which now disfi- 
gured the diCtion of our tragedy.” 

Chapman alfo, in the year 1614, 
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publifhed the OdyJfea % which he 
dedicated to Carr Earl of SomerSet. 

In addition to the antient authors 
of Greece and Rome, tranflations 
of moft of the Italian poets into 
Englifh took place towards the 
dole of this century. Ariofto, 
the tales of Boccafe, Bandello, and 
of other Italian authors, were 
tranfiated into our language, and 
became the foundation of many 
of the works of ShakeSpear, Dry- 
den and others. Whatever could 
enrich, or furnifh with matter 
our future poets, was now fhow- 
ered down upon them with un- 
common exuberance. Our lan- 
guage was confiderably improved, 
the beauties of antient literature 
were ftudied and copied with fuc- 
cefs, the works of the modern 
daffies, if I may fo call them, 
were laid open to ouranceftors<?//« 
medium proferuntur , and finally our 
poetry was arrived at that point, 
when file had neither contracted 
the Severity of age, nor was fo 
much a child as to be pleafed moft 
with what was moft ftrange and 
unnatuVal. 

As a confiderable part of the 
laft feCtion of this volume, con- 
taining a general view and cha- 
racter of the poetry of Queen Eli- 
zabeth’s age, is inferted in an- 
other part of our Regifter for this 
year*, we (hall not touch upon it 
here. 


* See p. 141. of this laft part. 
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to thf inhabitants of America ; and a proclamation , directed to the 
officers and foldiers of the continental army. Difir effes in the Ame- 
rican army, and fome of their caufes. [30 

chap, nr. 

War in South Carolina. State of affairs after the battle of Camden . 
Inaction caufed by the ftckly feafon. Sequef ration rf Quotes. Col. 
Purge fon defeated and killed on the Kings Mountain . General 
Sumpter routed by Col. Par let on. Brig. Gen . LeJHe Jent on an 
expedition from New York to the Chef apeak, Proceeds to Charles 
Town^ and joins Lord Cornwallis . Gen. Greene arrives in North 
Carolina , and takes the command of the Southern American army* 
Colonel Tar let on difpatched to oppefe Gen. Morgan, who advances 
on thefde of Ninety- Six. Tarleton defeated with great lofs. Un- 
fortunate confequences of the defruCii&n of the light troops under 
Fergufon and Tarleton . Lord Cornwallis enters North Carolina 
by the upper roads. Leaves Lord Rawdon with a confiderablc 
force at Camden, to refrain the commotions in South Carolina. Vi - 
gorousy but ineffectual purfuit of Morgan. DeftruCtion of the bag- 
gage in the Brit fid army . Admirable temper of thi troops. Ma - 
Jierly movements by Lord Cornwallis for pafjing the Catawba. 
General Williamfon killed , and his party routed. Militia Jurprhei 
and routed by Tarleton. Rapid purfuit of Morgan) who notvnth - 
funding ppffes the Yadkin , and fecures the boats on the other fide. 
Britijh army marches to Salt/bury ; from wheng Lord Cornwall*! 
'proceeds with the utmof expedition to feize the fords on the river 
Datiy and thereby cut Greene off from Virginia . Succeeds in gain- 

ing the fords. Rapid purfuit of the American army. Their' efeepe 
by unexpectedly puffing the Roanoke . Extraordinary exertions and 
hard/hips of the Britijb army. Proceeds to HiHjborough . Expe- 
dition front Charles Town to Gape Fear River. IVilmingtsn 
takehy and made a place of arms and fupply • Gen. Greene^ being 
reinforced) returns from Virginia / and the Britijh army marches 
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* to Allemanse Creek . Shifmijk between Tarlefrn' s ' corps and Lee's 
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ufual confequences of viBory. [50 

C H A P. V. 

Expedition to Virginia under General Arnold , State of grievances 
which led to the mutiny in the American army. Penfylvania line* 
After a fcuffie with their officer ), march off from the camp, and 
chufe a ferjeant to be their leader • Mejfage , and flag of truce , pro- 
duce no fatisfaBory anfwer from the infur gents, who proceed firjl 
to Middle Brook, and then to Prince Town . Meafures ufed by 
Sir Henry Clinton to profit of this defection. He pajfes over to 
Staten IJland, and fends agents to make advantageous propofols to 
the mutineers . Propofals for an accommodation, founded on a 

redrefs of grievances , made by Gen • Reed, and favourably received 
by the in) ur gent j; who march from Prince Town to Trenton upon 
the Delaware, and deliver up the agents from Sir Henry Clinton » 
Grievances redreffied* and matters finally fettled by a committee of the 
congrefs. Ravages made by Arnold in Virginia, draw the atten- 
tion of the French , as well as the Americans , to that country . Gen. 
Wafhington difpatches the Marquis de la Fayette with forces to its 
relief. Expedition to the Chef apeak, concerted by M. de Ter nay* 
and the Count Rochambeau , at Rhode IJland, for the fame purpofe, 
and to cut offi Gen . Arnold's retreat . Admirals Arbuthnot and 
Graves encounter the French fleets and overthrow all their deftgns 
in the Chef apeak. Lord Cornwallis* s departure to Wiltnihgton, 
enables Gen. Greene to direB his operations to South Carolina . Si- 
tuation of Lord Rawdon at Camden* American army appears 
before that place \. Greene attacked in his camp , and defeated. Ge- 
neral revolt in the interior country of South Carolina . Difficulties 
of Lord Rawdon' s fltuation, notwithflanding his victory. Obliged 
to abandon Camden , and retire to Nelfoti s Ferry, where he pajfes 
the Santee. Britijb pofls taken, and general hoflility of the province • 
Great havock made by the Generals Phillips and Arnold in Vir- 
ginia. Extreme difficulties of Lord Cornwallis's fltuation at Wil- 
mington. Undertakes a long march to Virginia ; arrives at Pe- 
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ierjburgh , and receives an account of Gen . Phillips's death. Arrival 
of three regiments from Ireland at Charles Town, enables Lord 
Rawdon to inarch to the relief of Niriety*Six. General Greene » 
having failed in his attempt to take the fort by Jlorm , raifes the fiege, 
upon the approach of the Britifb army, and is vigor oufly, but in - 
effectually purfued. Works at Ninety- Six defrayed, and the place 
abandoned . Lord Rawdon marches to the Congarees ; is djap- 

' pointed in the expeEled junction of Col. Stuart, and narrowly efcapes 
being furrounded by the enemy, who had intercepted the intelligence 
of Stuart* s failure . He forces his way through Congaree Creek r 
and is joined by Col. Stuart at Orangeburgh . .Gen . Greene ad- 
vances to attack the Britijb army, but retires again in the night . 
Campaign clofes, and fttuation of the hoftile forces during the ftckly 
feafon . Incredible hardjbips fuftained, and difficulties fur mounted, 
by the Britijb troops in the two Carolina s. [72 

CHAP. VI. 

Great lofs fuftained by the Spani/h fleet in a hurricane, on its way ta 
the attack cf Weft Florida . It refitted, and again proceeds from 
the Havannah . Penfacola invefled by fea and land. Gallant de- 
fence . Principal redoubt blown up by accident, which compels 
Governor Chefter, and General Campbell, to a furrender. Weft 
Indies . Ineffectual attempt on the iftand of St. Vincent. Dutch 
tftand of St. Euftatius taken by the Britijb fleet and army, under 
Sir George Rodney and Gen. Vaughan. Prodigious booty. Iflands 
of St. Martin and Saba furrender. Dutch man of war and convoy , 
on their return to Europe, purfued and taken. The fettlemeiits of 
Demerary, Iffequibo, and the Berbices, on the coaft of Surinam r _ 
make a tender of fubmiffion to the Britijb Government, and are 
granted favourable conditions. Difcontents, complaints, and law - 
fusts, occafioned by the confifcation of private property at St. Eufta- 
tius. M. de Graffe arrives with a fleet and great convoy in the 1 
Weft Indies from Europe. Engagement between him and the 
Admirals Sir Samuel Hood and Drake, in the Channel of St. Lucia . 
Sir George Rodney departs from St. Euftatius to oppofe the progrefs 
of the enemy. Ineffective attempt made by the Marquis de Bouille 
on the ifland of St. Lucia. French invafton of the iftand of Tobago. 
Vigorous defence. Public fpirit of the planters. Surrendered by 
capitulation. M. de Graffe, having efcorted a vnft convoy on its 
way to Europe , proceeds with his fleet to the Chef apeak. Sir 

George Rodney returns to England; and Sir Samuel Hood^fails 
with a fquadron to counteraCi the deftgns of De Graffe at the 
Chefapeak • [9K 
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Lord Cornwallis's progrefs in Virginia. Pafjes the River James f 
and the South Anna . Parties detached to fcour the interior Country* 
. Arms and Jlores dcjlroyed. Army falls back towards the fea . Rear 
\ attacked on the march to Wilhamjburg. AHion previous to paffing 
the River James . Lord Cornwallis fortifies the pops of York Town 
. and Gloucester Point. Tranfaftions on the Tide of New York . 
Junction of the American army under Gen • rVaJbington y and the 
French forces under the Count de RochambeaU) on the White Plains* 
Appearances of an attack on New York , Staten IJland , and Sandy 
Hook . Combined army fuddenly march to the Delaware » which 
they pafs at Trenton , and continuing their courfe through Philadel- 
phia^ arrived at the head of Elk . Expedition , under the conduit 
of Gen. Arnold^ to New London. Defperate defence made at Fort 
Grifwoldy which is taken by form, with conftderable lofs . New 
London burnt • /<?/} fttftaincd by the Americans , in de- 

jlruftion of naval Jlores and merchandize. Sir Samuel Hood ar- 
rives off the Chef apeak; and not meeting the fquadron from New 
York proceeds to Sandy Hook . M. de Barras fails from Rhode 
IJland to join the Count de Graffe . Admiral Graves departs from 
New York. M. de Graffe anives from the IV eft Indies in the 
Chef apeak. Engagement between the Britijh and French fleets • 
Lord Cornwallis’s army clofely blocked up on the fide of the Chefa - 
peak. The combined army are conveyed by water from Baltimore , 
and join the Marquis de la Fayette's forces at Williamjburg. P(fts 
at York and Gloucefter clofely invefted '. Siege regularly formed , and 

- trenches opened by the enemy. Refolution of a council of war at 
New York) to ufe every exertion of the fleet and army for the fuc- 
cour of the forces in Virginia. Unavoidable delay in refitting the 
fleet. Sir Henry Clinton embarkt) with 7000 land forces y on board 
the men of war . Defences of York Town ruinedy and the bat - 
teries ftlenced) by the fuperior weight of the enemy's artillery. Take 
two redoubts , and complete their fecond parallel. Succefsful fally » 
The poft being no longer tenabley Lord Cornwallis attempts to pafs 
the troops over to Gloucefter Point in the night , but the deftgn is 
fruftrated by a fudden flortn. He is obliged to enter into a capita - 

- lotion with Gen . Washington. Conditions . The Britijh fleet and 
army arrive off the Chefapeak) five days after the fur render. £ 1 1 8 

CHAP. VIII. 

State of affairs during the recefs. Confequences of the riots in London . 
Caufes which led to the diffolution of parliament . Refolutions of the 

Yorkjhire committee , and of other officiated bodies * Delegates up- 
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pointed to attend in London . General election. Capture of Air* 
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Yorke withdraws from the Hague. Mntdfrfh. • New lords 
treated. Earl of Car life appointed tv the government of Ireland. 
Meeting of parliament. Debates on the choice of a fresher. Mr „ 
Cornewall chvfen. Speech from the thr&e. Addreffis. Afrtend- 
Pients -fropofedy and rejected, in both houfes. Grant bf fetmen. 
' Vote of thanks to the late freaker. To the British generals and 
admiral in America. Debate on the appointment if Sir Hugh 
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jected upon a divifton. Farther debates and drift urcs upon the 
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ruled upon a divifton . Mr. Byng's motion for a lift of fubferibers 
to the loan, agreed toy other motions rejected. Motion for the 
commitment of Sir P. f. Clerke's contractors bill, over-ruled upon 
a divifton. Mr. Crewe's bill for refraining revenue officers 
from voting on elections of members of parliament, rejected upon 
a divifton. Debate on the Duke of Bolton's motion for an en- 
quiry 
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